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The  one  made  and  passed  in  the  58th  Year  of  His  late  Majesty, 

Cap.  91,  intituled 

“ An  Act  Jor  appointing  Commissioners  to  inquire  concerning  Charities  in 
England  for  the  Education  of  the  Poor 

And  the  other  made  and  passed  in  the  59th  Year  of  His  late 
Majesty,  Cap.  81,  intituled 

“ An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  of  the  last  Session  of  Parliament , for  appointing 
Commissioners  to  inquire  concerning  Charities  in  England  for  the  Education 
of  the  Poor  ; and  to  extend  the  Powers  thereof  to  other  Charities  in  England 
and  Wales.” 

And  both  of  which  Acts  have  been  continued  by  an  Act  passed  in  the 
5th  Year  of  His  present  Majesty,  Cap.  58. 


(Dated  26th  January  1828.) 
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FURTHER 


REPORT 

OF 


THE  COMMISSIONERS 

FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING 

CHARITIES. 


TO  THE 

KING’S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

TXTE,  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  a Commission  under  the  Great 
* Seal,  bearing  date  the  5th  Day  of  August,  in  the  first  year  of 
Your  Majesty’s  reign,  to  inquire  concerning  Charities  in  England  and 
Wales ; 

DO  FURTHER  HUMBLY  REPORT, 

THAT  we  have  proceeded  with  the  Inquiries  intrusted  to  us,  and  that 
the  result  of  such  Investigations  as  we  have  been  enabled  to  complete  since 
the  presentation  of  our  last  Report  will  be  found  in  the  ensuing  pages. 


26th  January  1828. 
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COUNTY  OF  DERBY. 


Hundred  of  Wirksworth. 
Parish  of  Ashborne. 

Free  grammar-school. 
Annuity  of  40/.  for  a lec- 
ture, and  if  no  lecture,  for 
the  poor. 

Cooper’s  almshouses. 
Gisborne’s  charity. 

Lady  Boothby’s  charity. 

Township  of  Ashborne : 

Owfield’s  almshouses. 
Christopher  Pegg’s  alms- 
houses and  charity  for 
the  poor. 

Spalden’s  almshouses  and 
other  charities. 

Field  rents. 

Hurt’s  charity. 

Hanson’s  charity. 

Shawe’s  and  Denton’s 
charity. 

Paul  Taylor’s  charity. 
George  Taylor’s  charity. 
Edward  Pegg’s  charity. 
Port’s  charity. 

Buxton’s  charity. 

Township  of  Clifton  and 
Compton  ; 

Bread-money. 

Shawe’s  and  Denton’s 
charity. 

Township  of  Yeldersley  and 
Painter’s-lane. 

Kirkland’s  charity. 
Hawford’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Fenny  Bentley : 

Port’s  charity. 

Gisborne’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Bonsall : 

School. 

Annuities  for  the  poor. 
Gisborne’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Bradborne: 

Township  of  Bradborne : 
Buxton’s  charily. 
Gisborne’s  charity. 

Chapelry  of  Atlow : 

Mercy  Okeover’s  and 
Spencer’s  charities. 

g ■ - - 


Chapelry  of  Atlow — continued. 

ltowland  Okeover’s  cha- 
rity. 

Gisborne’s  charity. 

Chapelry  of  Ballidon : 

Harvey’s  charity. 

Annual  sum  of  20s. 
Gisborne’s  charity. 

Chapelry  of  Brassington  : 

John  Buxton’s  charity. 
George  Buxton’s  charity. 
Mather’s  charity. 

German  Buxton’s  cha- 
rity. 

Toplis’s  charity. 

Robert  Dale’s  charity. 
Gisborne’s  charity. 
Thurstan  Dale’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Carsington : 

Mrs.  Temperance  Gell’s 
school. 

Widows’  Beastgates. 
Gisborne’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Hartington : 

Hartington  Town  Quarter : 

Poor’s  land. 

Bateman’s  charity. 
Annuity  of  2/.  125.  for 
bread. 

Gisborne’s  charity. 

Hartington  Lower  Quarter : 

Bennett’s  charity. 

Sleigh’s  and  Bateman’s 
charities. 

Cottrill’s  charity. 

Hartington  Middle  Quarter, 
or  Chapelry  of  Earl  Stern- 
dale  : 

Hill’s  charity. 

Fletcher’s  charity. 
Heathcote’s  charity. 
Gisborne’s  charity. 

Hartington  Upper  Quarter: 
Brand  Top  school. 

Parish  of  Ilognaston : 

Allsop’s  charity. 

Slater’s  charity. 


Parish  of  Hognaston — continued 

Morley’s  charity. 

Gisborne’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Kirk  Ireton  : 

Storer’s  charity. 

Gisborne’s  charity. 

Cheney’s  charity. 

Church  lands. 

Township  of  Kirk  Ireton: 
Plutchinson’s  charit  y. 
Slater’s  charity. 

Cooper’s  charity. 

Bower’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Ivniveton : 

Hurd’s  charity. 

Gaunt’s  charity. 

Fearn’s  charity. 

Gisborne’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Mappleton : 

Okeover’s  charity. 

Port’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Matlock : 

School. 

Walker’s  charity. 
Spateman’s  charity  for  the 
poor. 

Johns’s  charity. 

Clark’s  charity. 

Bradley’s  charity. 

Garratt’s  charity. 

Gisborne’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Parwich : 

Thurstan  Dale’s  charity. 
Beresford’s  charity. 

Robert  Dale’s  charity. 
Dakeyne’s  charity. 

Allsop’s  and  Jackson’s  cha- 
rities. 

Binkcliff’s  and  Roe’s  cha- 
rity. 

Johnson’s  charity. 
Gisborne’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Thorpe : 

Charities  of  Winder  and 
another. 

Port’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Tissington : 

Port’s  charity. 

Fitzherbert’s  charity. 
Ensor’s  charity. 
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HUNDRED  OF  WIRKSWORTH. 

PARISH  OF  ASHBORNE. 

Free  Grammar  School. 

Ashborne.  ' jDY  Letters  Patent  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  bearing  date  loth  July,  in  the 
v ~ . O 27th  year  of  her  reign,  reciting  that  Sir  Thomas  Cokaine,  of  Ashborne, 

recSchr(Tral  knt,  William  Bradborne,  of  the  Lee,  Thomas  Carter,  of  the  Middle  Temple, 
_ _■  and  Thomas  Hurt,  and  William  Jackson,  of  Ashborne,  and  other  persons 

inhabiting  the  same  town,  purposed  to  found  and  establish  a free  grammar- 
school  in  the  said  town  of  Ashborne,  for  the  better  information,  instruction 
and  education  of  the  youth  of  the  country  near  that  place,  which  would  be 
very  necessary  and  useful  to  the  whole  neighbourhood  of  Ashborne,  her 
Majesty,  on  the  petition  of  the  said  Thomas  Carter,  desiring  to  promote  the 
said  purpose,  granted  and  ordained  that  there  should  be  a free  grammar- 
school  in  Ashborne  for  the  education  and  instruction  of  boys  and  youths  in 
grammar,  and  other  good  learning,  to  continue  for  ever,  which  should  be 
called  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Elizabeth  Queen  of  England,  in  the  town 
of  Ashborne,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  and  founded  and  established  that  school, 
to  consist  of  one  schoolmaster,  being  a master  of  arts,  and  one  under-master, 
to  continue  for  ever.  And  her  Majesty  also  granted  that  there  should  be  three 
discreet,  good  and  honest  men,  to  be  called  governors  of  the  possessions,  revenues 
and  goods  of  the  said  free  grammar-school,  and  12  discreet,  good  and  honest  men, 
to  be  called  assistants  to  the  said  governors,  in  the  rule  and  government  of  the 
possessions,  revenues  and  goods  of  such  school.  And  her  Majesty  ordained  that 
Thomas  Cokaine,  son  of  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Cokaine,  John  Alsop,  of  Alsop 
in  the  Dale,  and  Robert  Hurt,  Hear  of  Ashborne,  should  be  the  first 
governors  ; and  that  Robert  Whithall,  Thomas  Alsop,  of  Alsop  in  the  Dale, 
Roger  Hurt,  and  nine  others,  parishioners  of  Ashborne,  should  be  the  first 
assistants.  And  her  Majesty  granted  and  ordained  that  the  said  governors 
and  assistants  should  be  a body  corporate ; and  that  so  often  as  any  one  of 
the  governors  or  their  successors  should  die,  or  dwell  out  of  the  parish  of 
Ashborne,  or  by  any  other  means  be  removed  from  his  office,  the  other 
governors  and  assistants  who  should  then  be  living,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Cokaine,  William 
Bradborne,  Thomas  Carter,  Thomas  Hurt,  and  William  Jackson,  or  their 
heirs  male  lawfully  begotten,  or  of  the  greater  part  of  them,  if  any  of  them 
should  then  be  living,  and  not  otherwise,  should  choose  and  nominate  another 
governor  out  of  the  number  of  the  assistants,  in  the  place  of  him  wrho  should 
so  die,  inhabit  out  of  the  parish,  or  be  removed  ; and  that  so  often  as  any  one 
of  the  assistants  or  their  successors  should  die,  or  dwell  out  of  the  parish,  or 
be  removed,  the  remaining  governors  and  assistants,  or  the  greater  part  of 
them,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  same  persons,  or  their  heirs  male 
lawfully  begotten,  if  any  of  them  should  be  living,  and  not  othenvise,  should 
elect  another  assistant,  inhabiting  within  the  parish  of  Ashborne,  out  of  the  more 
discreet  and  fit  men  inhabiting  within  that  parish  ; and  that  in  case  the  remain- 
ing governors  and  assistants  should  refuse  and  neglect  for  the  space  of  one 
month  to  elect  a fit  person,  in  manner  aforesaid,  to  the  office  of  governor  or 
assistant,  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry  for  the  time  being  should,  for 
that  time  only,  appoint  a fit  person,  out  of  the  number  of  assistants  and  parish- 
ioners of  Ashborne,  in  manner  aforesaid,  as  it  should  seem  expedient  to  him. 
And  her  Majesty  also  granted  to  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Cokaine,  knt.,  William 
Bradborne,  Thomas  Carter,  Thomas  Hurt  and  William  Jackson,  and  the 
survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  and  after  their  deaths  to  the  said  governors 
and  assistants  and  their  successors,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  heiVs  male  of  the  before-mentioned  persons,  powTer  and  autho- 
rity to  appoint  a master  and  under-master  of  the  school  aforesaid,  so  often  as  the 
school  should  be  vacant  of  a master  or  under-master  ; and  that  so  often  as  the 
offices  of  master  and  under-master  should  by  death,  resignation,  removal  or  other 
means  be  vacant,  and  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Cokaine  and  others  during  their  lives, 
and  after  their  deaths  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  within  30  days  after  such 
vacancy,  on  reasonable  warning  and  notice  given  by  the  vicar  or  churchwardens 
$ - - of 
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of  Ashborne,  should  not  appoint,  another  fit  and  learned  person  to  perform  the 
office  of  master  and  under-master,  in  such  case  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and 
Coventry  for  the  time  being  should,  within  one  month,  appoint  for  that  turn 
only,  a fit  and  learned  person,  being  a master  of  arts,  to  be  master  of  the 
school  so  vacant,  and  another  fit  and  learned  person  to  be  under-master  of  the 
said  school  being  so  vacant.  And  her  Majesty  granted  to  the  said  Sir  Thomas 
Cokaine,  knt.  and  the  other  persons  before  mentioned,  that  they,  during 
their  lives,  should  have  power  to  make  fit  and  wholesome  statutes  and  or- 
dinances in  writing  under  their  seals,  concerning  the  management,  govern- 
ment and  direction  of  the  schoolmaster,  under-master,  and  scholars  of  the  said 
school,  and  the  governors  and  assistants  of  the  same,  and  the  stipends  and 
salaries  of  the  master  and  under-master,  and  all  things  concerning  the  same 
school,  or  the  management,  government,  preservation  or  disposition  of  the 
goods,  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  &c.  to  be  given  for  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  the  same  school,  or  the  master  and  under -master  thereof,  such 
statutes  to  be  inviolably  observed  for  ever.  And  her  Majesty  also  granted  to 
the  said  governors  and  assistants,  that  after  the  deaths  of  the  said  Sir  Thomas 
Cokaine  and  others,  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  with  the  consent  and  assent  of  the  heirs  male  of  the  said  Sir  Thomas 
Cokaine  and  others  lawfully  begotten,  so  long  as  any  of  them  should  be  living, 
and  afterwards  with  the  assent  and  consent  of  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and 
Coventry  for  the  time  being,  might  make  fit  and  wholesome  statutes  and  ordi- 
nances for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  be  perpetually  observed,  so  that  such  statutes 
should  not  be  contrary  or  repugnant  to  the  statutes  to  be  made  by  the  said 
Sir  Thomas  Cokaine  and  others.  And  her  Majesty  granted  that  the  said 
governors  and  assistants  should  have  a common  seal,  and  also  granted  to  them 
power  of  taking,  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said  school,  and  of  the 
master  and  under-master  thereof,  lands,  annuities,  See.  not  exceeding  the  clear 
annual  value  of  50/.  And  her  Majesty  ordained  that  all  the  rents  and 
revenues  of  the  said  lands,  &c.  to  be  given  for  the  support  of  the  said  school, 
or  the  master  or  under-master  thereof,  should  be  used  and  disposed  of  for  those 
purposes,  and  not  otherwise  ; and  that  every  schoolmaster  and  under-master, 
after  he  should  be  nominated  as  aforesaid,  should  hold  and  enjoy  the  said 
school,  and,  as  master  and  under-master  of  that  school,  should  remain  and  be 
without  any  other  presentation,  institution  or  investiture  to  be  thereupon  made, 
for  the  term  of  his  life,  according  to  the  ordinances  and  statutes  to  be  made  as 
aforesaid  ; and  that  the  governors  and  assistants  should  rule  and  govern  the 
said  school  according  to  the  ordinances  and  statutes  to  be  made  as  aforesaid  ; 
and  that  every  schoolmaster,  under-master,  governor  and  assistant  of  the  said 
school,  should  be  removable,  and  might  from  time  to  time  be  removed,  accord- 
ing to  the  said  ordinances  and  statutes  to  be  made  as  aforesaid  ; and  that  the 
said  school  should  be  donative  and  collative,  and  not  by  any  means  pre- 
sentative. 

No  statutes  appear  to  have  been  made  under  the  provision  for  that  purpose 
contained  in  the  charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth  until  the  year  179b.  On  20th 
August  in  that  year,  the  common  seal  of  the  governors  and  assistants  of  the 
free  grammar-school  was  affixed  to  the  following  rules  and  statutes,  the  same 
having  received  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  then  Bishop  of  Lichfield 
and  Coventry,  testified  by  his  signature  thereof,  to  whom  a letter  had  been 
addressed  by  the  governors  and  assistants  in  1794,  requesting  his  advice  and 
assistance,  and  stating  that  the  then  head-master  of  the  school  had  at  that  time 
only  one  scholar,  and  had  had  only  two  or  three  for  many  years  past,  and  that 
the  under-master  taught  a private  school  in  his  own  house,  and  neglected  the 
few  scholars  that  attended  the  free-school. 

1.  That  the  master  and  under-master  for  the  time  being  shall  enter  upon 
their  respective  offices,  with  the  house,  garden,  and  other  appurtenances  thereto 
belonging,  subject  to  the  observance  of  all  and  every  the  rules,  statutes  and 
orders  herein  contained,  and  which  are  on  their  respective  parts  to  be  observed 
and  performed,  and  shall  continue  in  the  possession  thereof  during  so  long  time 
as  they  shall  respectively  observe  the  said  rules,  statutes  and  orders,  and  shall 
conduct  themselves  properly  and  diligently  in  their  offices,  and  no  longer. 
And  in  case  the  master  or  under-master  shall  not  observe  the  said  rules, 
statutes  and  orders,  or  any  of  them,  or  shall  be  guilty  of  misconduct  or 
neglect  of  duty,  and  in  order  to  prevent  a master  or  under-master  being  dis- 
charged and  removed  from  their  respective  offices  upon  the  complaint  or  by 
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Ashborne. 


Free  Grammar 
School, 
continued. 


the  prejudice  of  a few  individuals,  a meeting  of  the  said  governor  sand  assist- 
ants for  the  time  being  shall  be  first  called  to  take  into  consideration  whether 
there  are  sufficient  grounds,  by  the  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty  of  such  master 
or  under-master,  or  their  omitting  to  observe  these  rules,  statutes  and  orders, 

j to  call  a special  meeting  of  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  and  if  so,  then 
to  call  such  special  meeting,  of  calling  which  one  week’s  notice  in  writing  shall 
be  given  to  the  said  master  or  under-master  respectively  ; and  the  said  governor 
and  assistants  are  at  such  special  meeting  to  consider  fully,  and  carefully  inves- 
tigate, such  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty,  or  non-observance  of  the  said  rules, 
statutes  and  orders,  and  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them  for  the  time  being, 
shall  then  either  acquit  such  master  or  under-master  from  any  complaint  which 
shall  be  made  against  him  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  sign  an  order  for  his  or  their 
discharge  and  removal  immediately,  or  within  such  space  of  time  as  the  said 
governors  and  assistants,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  think  proper ; provided 
always,  that  such  special  meeting  shall  not  be  held  sooner  than  fourteen  days 
after  the  then  preceding  meeting:  and  the  master  or  under-master  who  shall 
be  so  ordered  to  be  discharged  or  removed,  shall  from  the  time  of  such  discharge 
or  removal  be  deprived  of  all  the  profits  and  emoluments  belonging  to  his  office, 
and  shall  quit  and  yield  up  possession  of  his  house,  school,  garden  and  orchard 
to  the  same  belonging  ; and  if  he  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  quit  and  yield  up 
the  same,  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  or  any  person  authorized  by  them, 
shall  and  may  by  force  remove  him  from  the  possession  thereof. 

2.  That  no  master  or  under-master  for  the  time  being  shall  engage  himself 
to  any  school  or  scholars,  nor  shall  in  anywise  teach  or  instruct  any  scholars 
during  the  hours  proper  for  him  to  attend  in  the  free  grammar-school ; viz. 
from  seven  to  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  and  from  one  to  four  in  the  afternoon. 

3.  That  the  master  or  under-master  shall  not,  without  the  express  consent 
of  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  at  one  of  their 
meetings,  be  at  liberty  to  take  as  scholars  more  than  the  following  number  of 
boarders  ; viz.  the  head-master  20,  and  the  under-master  10.  And  for  the 
greater  preservation  of  the  health  of  such  boarding-scholars,  the  master  or 
under-master  shall  not  have  more  than  two  beds  in  one  room,  nor  more  than 
two  scholars  in  one  bed  ; and  that  the  master  and  under-master  shall  each  of 
them  oblige  his  boarding-scholars  to  attend  in  the  public  school  during  the 
hours  above  mentioned. 

4.  That  the  said  governors  and  assistants  for  the  time  being  shall  have  liberty 
at  all  times  hereafter,  to  send  into  the  said  school,  between  the  hours  of  eleven 
and  twelve  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  four  and  five  in  the  afternoon  of  each 
day  (except  Sunday),  any  person  whom  they  shall  think  proper,  for  the  purpose 
of  teaching  and  instructing  the  said  free-scholars  in  writing  and  arithmetic. 

5.  That  the  master  and  under-master  for  the  time  being  shall  regularly,  twice 
a year,  viz.  one  month  after  each  of  the  recesses  of  Christmas  and  Whitsuntide, 
send,  directed  to  one  of  the  said  governors,  a list  in  writing,  specifying  the  name 
of  every  free-scholar  each  hath  under  his  care,  which  list  shall  be  laid  before 
the  governors  and  assistants  at  their  then  next  meeting. 

6.  That  when  and  so  often  as  any  lease  or  leases  of  the  lands,  tenements  or 
hereditaments  wherewith  the  said  school  is  now  or  shall  hereafter  be  endowed, 
shall  become  expired,  such  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  shall  be  advertised, 
for  the  space  of  three  weeks,  in  the  Derby  Mercury,  to  be  let  by  public  auction 
from  year  to  year,  or  upon  one  or  more  lease  or  leases,  for  any  term  not  exceed- 
ing 21  years,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  such  letting  thereof ; and  that  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  be  the  best  bidder  or  bidders  for  such  lands, 
tenements  or  hereditaments,  shall  find  sufficient  sureties  for  payment  of  the  rent 
and  performance  of  the  covenants  or  other  articles  to  be  contained  in  such  lease 

- or  leases ; provided  that  no  governor,  or  assistant  for  the  time  being,  or  any 
person  in  trust  for  him,  shall  be  a bidder  at  such  auction  ; and  such  bidding  is 
hereby  declared  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  it  being  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  rules  and  statutes  that  any  governor,  or 
assistant,  or  any  person  in  trust  for  him,  shall  be  a holder  or  occupier  of  any 
of  the  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  of  or  belonging  to  the  said  school. 

7.  That  all  the  rents,  issues  and  profits,  arising  or  to  arise  from  the  lands, 
tenements  and  other  hereditaments  wherewith  the  said  school  is  now  or  shall 
hereafter  be  endowed,  shall  for  the  time  being  be  received  by  the  treasurer  to 
the  said  governors  and  assistants  within  the  space  of  three  months  after  the 
same  shall  become  due,  and  for  him  immediately  to  pay  two  third  parts  thereof 
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to  the  head-master,  and  the  other  third  part  thereof  to  the  under-master,  subject 
to  such  future  regulations  as  may  be  thought  necessary  to  be  made  by  the  said 
governors  and  assistants. 

Lastly,  That  the  master  and  under-master  for  the  time  being  shall  have  an 
nqual  right  and  title  to  the  pew  at  the  farther  end  of  the  scholar-loft  in  the 
parish-church  of  Ashborne  aforesaid,  and  that  each  of  them  and  his  family 
shall  and  may  occupy  the  same  accordingly,  without  the  hindrance  or  interrup- 
tion of  the  other  of  them. 

Amongst  the  documents  of  the  governors  and  assistants  is  an  Indenture 
bearing  date  30th  September  1596,  whereby  Christopher  Hurt  covenanted  with 
the  governors  and  assistants,  and  their  successors,  to  levy  a fine  of  a capital 
messuage  lately  erected  for  a schoolhouse,  called  the  New  Schoolhouse,  situate 
in  Ashborne,  in  Church-street,  and  of  a croft  of  land  lying  in  Ashborne, 
adjoining  the  said  house,  containing  by  estimation,  together  with  the  site  of  the 
said  house,  three  roods  (one  parcel  of  the  same  croft  adjoining  to  the  east  end 
of  the  said  schoolhouse  excepted),  which  schoolhouse  and  croft  abutted  on  the 
highway  leading  to  Ashborne  church  towards  the  south,  and  on  the  back  lane 
towards  the  north,  such  fine  to  be  to  the  use  of  the  said  governors  and  assist- 
ants, and  their  successors,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  school,  and  the 
schoolmaster  and  usher  of  the  same,  for  ever. 

An  old  book,  containing  accounts  and  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
governors  and  assistants,  commences  in  1603  with  a list  of  contributors  towards 
the  establishment  of  the  school,  and  an  account  of  the  sums  laid  out  in  the 
erection  of  the  school-buildings. 

In  1610  a sum  of  7 0/.  was  received  from  Mrs.  Owfield,  whereof  there  was 
paid  to  Mary  Jackson,  30/.,  which  her  husband  George  Jackson  had  laid  out  in 
purchasing  land  for  the  school,  and  the  remaining  40/.  was  lent  out  on  bond, 
and  formed  part  of  a fund  called  the  School-stock,  which  appears  to  have  existed 
several  years  after  the  foundation  of  the  school,  and  with  which  some  part  of 
the  property  now  belonging  to  it  was  probably  purchased. 

In  1005  a messuage,  farm  or  tenement,  at  Shirebrook,  in  the  county 
of  Derby,  was  conveyed  by  John  Sherwin  and  Thomas  Sherwin,  in  consi- 
deration of  194/.,  to  Lawrence  Wright,  John  Milward,  George  Jackson, 
Thomas  Lees,  and  John  Owfield,  and  their  heirs.  And  by  Indenture  of  bargain 
and  sale,  bearing  date  8th  January  1613,  the  said  Lawrence  Wright,  John 
Milward,  Thomas  Lees,  and  John  Owfield,  in  consideration  of  180/.  paid  by 
Roger  Owfield  and  Humfrey  Street,  and  of  20 s.  paid  by  the  governors  and 
assistants  of  this  school,  bargained  and  sold  the  same  premises  to  the  said 
governors  and  assistants,  and  their  successors. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  27th  August  1648,  John  Stuffyn,  in  consideration 
of  95/.,  bargained  and  sold  to  the  governors  and  assistants,  and  their  successors, 
a yearly  rent  of  51.  issuing  out  of  the  said  premises  at  Shirebrook,  which  had 
been  granted  in  6 James  I.  by  Francis  Clarke  to  Hercules  Stuffyn  (grandfather 
of  the  said  John  Stuffyn),  and  his  heirs. 

It  appears  from  a memorandum  in  the  before-mentioned  old  book  that 
Humfrey  Street,  one  of  the  persons  by  whom  the  purchase-money  is  stated 
in  the  deed  of  1613  to  have  been  paid,  gave  at  different  times  100/.  to  this 
school. 

The  farm  at  Shirebrook,  which  consists  of  a house  and  outbuildings,  and  about 
103  acres  of  land,  is  now  held  by  George  Booth,  under  a lease,  bearing  date 
27th  July  1816,  granted  by  the  governors  and  assistants  to  his  father  and  him- 
self, for  the  term  of  21  years  from  6th  April  then  last,  at  a fair  rent  of  88/. 
per  annum,  the  tenant  covenanting  to  keep  the  buildings  in  repair. 

All  leases  of  the  lands  belonging  either  to  the  free  grammar-school  or  to 
the  other  charities  of  which  the  governors  and  assistants  are  trustees,  are  granted 
by  them  to  the  best  bidders  at  auctions  liolden  from  time  to  time  for  that 
purpose,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  statutes  of  1796. 

Christopher  Pegg’s  Gift. — Christopher  Pegg , of  the  Inner  Temple,  London, 
esquire,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  12th  June  1669,  and  proved  in  the  Prerogative 
Court  of  Canterbury  in  I67O,  gave  to  German  Pole,  esquire,  Gervas  Bennett, 
esquire,  and  John  Buxton,  gentleman,  and  their  heirs,  his  messuage,  farm  or 
tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Ashover  and  Wingerworth,  or  one  of 
them,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  then  in  the  possession  of  Peter  Bennett,  to  the 
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intent  that  they,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  and  their  heirs,  should, 
within  one  year  after  his  decease,  convey  and  assure  the  same  to  the  governors 
and  assistants  of  the  free  grammar-school  in  Ashborne,  and  their  successors 
for  ever,  for  augmentation  and  increase  of  the  revenue  of  the  head-master 
there  for  the  time  being.  And  he  gave  to  the  said  German  Pole,  Gervas  Bennett 
and  John  Buxton,  and  their  heirs,  his  messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  appurte- 
nances, in  Asliover  and  Wingerworth  aforesaid,  or  one  of  them,  then  in  the 
possession  of  Francis  Pattrick,  to  the  intent  that  they,  or  the  survivors  or  sur- 
vivor of  them,  or  their  heirs,  should  within  one  year  after  his  decease  convey 
and  assure  the  same  to  the  governors  and  assistants  aforesaid,  and  their  succes- 
sors, for  ever,  for  the  augmentation  and  increase  of  the  revenue  of  the  usher 
and  under  schoolmaster  there  for  the  time  being. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  that  any  conveyance  was  made  by 
Christopher  Pegg’s  trustees  to  the  governors  and  assistants  as  directed  by  his  will; 
but  in  36  Cha.  2.  a license  was,  on  the  petition  (amongst  others)  of  John  Buxton, 
described  as  the  surviving  trustee  of  Christopher  Pegg,  granted  to  the  governors 
and  assistants,  to  take  lands  in  mortmain  ; and  it  is  therefore  probable  that  the 
property  derived  from  this  will  was  so  conveyed  by  the  surviving  trustee. 

it  appears  from  a rental  entered  in  the  old  book  of  the  governors  and 
assistants  in  I67O,  that  the  rent  of  the  farm  occupied  by  Peter  Bennett  was  at 
that  time  8/.,  and  the  rent  of  the  farm  occupied  by  Francis  Pattrick  51. ; and  that 
the  rents  of  two  farms  given  in  another  part  of  this  donor’s  will  for  the 
support  of  his  almhsouses,  mentioned  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report,  and 
for  the  poor  of  Ashborne,  amounted  to  29/.  135.  4>d. 

In  1777  all  the  lands  at  Ashover  and  Wingerworth  given  by  this  donor  for 
charitable  purposes,  were  exchanged  by  the  governors  and  assistants  for  an 
estate  in  the  parish  of  Brailsford  in  this  county,  under  an  Act  of  Parliament 
passed  in  1772  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  that  exchange,  as  will  appear  from 
the  following  abstract  of  the  deed  relating  to  it. 

By  Indenture  of  Release,  bearing  date  1st  August  1777>  and  founded  on 
a lease  for  a year,  between  the  governors  and  assistants  of  the  free  grammar- 
school  of  Ashborne,  of  the  one  part,  and  Henry  Gladwin,  esq.  of  the  other  part, 
reciting  that  the  said  governors  and  assistants  were  seised  of  certain  messuages, 
lands  and  tenements,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Wingerworth,  in  the  county  of 
Derby,  part  of  the  messuages,  lands,  &c.  belonging  to  the  said  governors  and 
assistants  in  the  government  of  the  possessions,  revenues  and  goods  of  the  said 
school,  of  the  yearly  value  of  20/.  105.  and  of  certain  other  messuages,  lands,  &c. 
situate  in  the  parish  of  Ashover,  belonging  to  them  as  trustees  of  six  almshouses 
in  Ashborne,  founded  by  Christopher  Pegg,  esq.  deceased,  of  the  yearly  value 
of  47/.  85. ; and  that  by  articles  of  agreement,  bearing  date  10  January  1772, 
made  between  John  Webster  and  the  said  Henry  Gladwin,  the  said  John 
Webster,  in  consideration  of  3,230/.  had  agreed  to  sell  to  the  said  Henry  Gladwin 
and  his  heirs,  a messuage  situate  in  the  parish  of  Brailsford,  with  an  orchard 
and  garden,  and  several  closes,  called  the  Upper  Croft,  the  Nether  Croft,  the  Grass 
Croft,  the  Nether  Back  to  the  Barn,  the  Further  Back  to  theBarn,the  Nearer  New 
Close,  the  Further  New  Close,  the  Crabtree  Flat,  the  Kiln  Close,  the  Kiln  Bit,  the 
John  Pingle,  the  Upper  New  Breek,  the  Nether  New  Breek,  the  Woodgates  Bage 
or  Meadow,  the  Horse  Pingle,  the  Weigh  Pingle,  the  Woodgates,  the  Six  Acres, 
the  Twelve  Acres,  the  Woodgates  Knowles,  the  Eight  Acres,  the  Big  Hill,  the  Barn 
Meadow,  and  Barn  Meadow  Pingle,  the  Moor  Silk,  the  Little  Hill,  and  the  Under- 
woods Pingle,  containing  by  admeasurement  153a.  Or.  36 p.  and  that  the  said 
Henry  Gladwin  had  proposed  to  the  said  governors  and  assistants  to  have  the  fee- 
simple  of  the  said  premises  belonging  to  the  said  governors  and  assistants  in  the 
said  parishes  of  Wingerworth  and  Ashover  given  in  exchange  for  the  premises 
so  contracted  for  by  him  with  the  said  John  Webster,  such  last-mentioned 
premises  lying  nearer  to  and  more  convenient  to  be  held  with  the  said  charity, 
and  being  also  of  much  greater  value  than  the  premises  belonging  to  the  said 
governors  and  assistants  proposed  to  be  given  in  exchange  by  them  to  the  said 
Henry  Gladwin,  to  which  said  proposal  the  said  governors  and  assistants  had 
assented  ; and  reciting,  that  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  12  Geo.  3.  it 
was  enacted  that  the  messuage,  garden  and  orchard,  and  the  10  closes  in 
Brailsford  first  above  mentioned,  so  contracted  for  by  the  said  Henry 
Gladwin,  and  being  of  the  yearly  value  of  40/.,  should,  after  the  same 
should  be  conveyed  to  him,  be  vested  in  the  said  governors  and  assist- 
ants, 
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ants,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  to  the  end  that  the  same  might  be  held 
by  the  said  governors  and  assistants  and  their  successors,  on  such  trusts 
as  the  premises  of  the  said  free  grammar-school  in  Wingerworth  were  then 
settled  -f  and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  governors  and  assist- 
ants to  grant  to  the  said  Henry  Gladwin,  and  his  heirs,  the  said  premises 
at  Wingerworth,  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  the  said  school ; and  that  it  was 
further  enacted,  that  the  residue  of  the  premises  in  the  parish  of  Brailsford 
above  mentioned,  being  of  the  yearly  value  of  60/.  2 s.  should,  after  the  same 
should  be  conveyed  to  the  said  Henry  Gladwin,  be  vested  in  the  said  governors 
and  assistants,  as  trustees  of  the  said  almshouses,  and  their  successors,  on  such 
trusts  as  the  said  premises  in  Ashover  of  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  as 
trustees  of  the  said  almshouses,  were  settled ; and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for 
the  said  governors  and  assistants,  as  trustees  of  the  said  almshouses,  to  grant  to 
the  said  Henry  Gladwin  and  his  heirs  the  said  premises  at  Ashover,  freed  from 
all  charitable  uses  ; and  further  reciting,  that  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release, 
bearing  date  6th  and  7th  June  then  last,  the  said  John  Webster  and  John  Hope 
had,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  articles  of  agreement,  granted  to  the  said  Henry 
Gladwin  and  his  heirs  the  said  premises  situate  in  the  parish  of  Brailsford  ; and 
that  it  had  been  agreed  between  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  and  the  said 
Henry  Gladwin,  that  the  said  exchange  should  be  carried  into  complete  execu- 
tion ; It  was  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  the  exchange  and  grant  therein- 
after made  by  the  said  governors  and  assistants  to  the  said  Henry  Gladwin  and 
his  heirs,  the  said  Henry  Gladwin  granted  to  the  said  governors  and  assistants 
of  the  free  grammar-school,  and  their  successors,  the  said  dwelling-house, 
orchard  and  garden,  and  the  said  10  first-mentioned  closes  in  Brailsford,  to  be 
held  on  such  charitable  uses  as  the  said  premises  of  the  said  free  grammar- 
school  in  Wingerworth  were  then  settled  ; and  the  said  governors  and  assist- 
ants, in  exchange  for  the  same,  granted  to  the  said  Henry  Gladwin  and  his 
heirs,  the  said  premises  situate  at  Wingerworth.  And  it  was  further  witnessed, 
that  the  said  Henry  Gladwin  granted  to  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  and 
their  successors,  the  residue  of  the  said  premises,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Brails- 
ford, to  the  end  that  the  same  might  be  held  by  them  as  trustees  of  the  said 
almshouses,  for  such  charitable  uses  as  the  said  premises  in  Ashover  were  then 
settled  ; and  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  as  trustees  of  the  said  almshouses, 
in  exchange  for  the  last-mentioned  premises,  granted  to  the  said  Henry  Gladwin 
and  his  heirs  the  said  premises  in  Ashover ; with  a proviso  that  if  the  said 
governors  and  assistants,  or  their  successors,  should  be  lawfully  evicted  out  of 
the  possession  of  the  premises  in  Brailsford,  the  grants  of  the  said  premises  in 
Wingerworth  and  Ashover  to  the  said  Henry  Gladwin  and  his  heirs  should 
be  void. 

The  comparative  yearly  value  of  the  two  parts  of  the  lands  thus  conveyed  in 
exchange  by  the  trustees  belonging  respectively  to  the  school  and  to  the  alms- 
houses, &c.  appears  from  this  deed  to  have  been  nearly  the  same  at  the  time  of 
the  exchange  as  in  I67O,  the  proportions  being  about  three  tenths  for  the 
school  and  seven  tenths  for  the  other  purposes ; but  the  appropriation  of  the 
lands  received  on  that  exchange  under  the  Act  of  Parliament,  by  which 
the  interests  of  the  two  branches  of  the  charity  therein  were  defined,  was 
favourable  to  the  school,  about  two  fifths  in  yearly  value,  being  allotted  thereto, 
and  three  fifths  to  the  other  purposes.  The  income  derived  from  this  charity 
to  the  school  is  divided  between  the  head-master  and  the  under-master  in  the 
same  proportion  as  that  which  arises  from  other  sources. 

The  whole  of  the  estate  at  Brailsford  received  by  the  governors  and  assistants 
on  the  exchange  is  now  held  by  Hamlet  Yates,  under  a lease  from  them,  bearing 
date  10th  December  1814,  (in  which  the  quantity  of  the  land  is  stated  to  be  by 
admeasurement  157a.  Or.  19p.)  for  the  term  of  14  years  from  25th  March 
then  next,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  316/.,  subject  to  a deduction  on  account  of 
tithes,  amounting  to  81.  per  annum. 

At  an  auction  holden  for  leasing  this  estate  in  1814,  Thomas  Plimmer  was 
the  best  bidder,  but  he  expressed  a desire  to  relinquish  it,  and  the  present 
lessee  was  allowed  to  take  it  on  the  terms  on  which  Mr.  Plimmer  had  agreed 
to  become  tenant. 

On  5th  August  1815  it  was  ordered  by  the  governors  and  assistants,  that  in 
consideration  of  Mr.  Hamlet  Yates  having  agreed  to  lay  out  165/.  in  the  repairs' 
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of  the  house  and  premises  at  Brailsford,  he  should  be  allowed  to  retain  out  of 
his  rent  100/.  as  soon  as  the  repairs  should  be  completed. 

On  29th  October  1821,  it  was  ordered,  with  the  consent  of  the  head-master 
and  under-master  that  an  abatement  of  25  per-cent  should  be  made  from  the 
,rent  of  this  estate  from  Lady-day  then  last,  by  which  it  was  lessened  to 
237  /.  per  annum.  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  continue  the  same  abate- 
ment to  the  present  time  ; and  the  rent  now  actually  received,  after  the  above- 
mentioned  allowance  of  8/.  for  tithes,  is  229/.  per  annum,  two  fifth  parts  of. 
which,  amounting  to  91/.  125.,  are  carried  to  the  account  of  the  school. 

The  residue  of  the  income  of  this  charity  arises  from  the  following 
sources. 

Tenements  in  the  Middle  Cale  of  Ashborne. — Three  tenements  in  a place  in 
Ashborne,  called  the  Middle  Cale,  held  by  Thomas  Etches,  under  a lease  from 
the  governors  and  assistants,  bearing  date  10th  October  1826,  whereby  they 
were  demised  under  the  description  of  three  messuages,  tenements  or  buildings 
in  the  Middle  Cale,  the  ground-floors  whereof  were  used  by  the  said  Thomas 
Etches  as  pigstyes,  slaughterhouses,  &c.  for  14  years  from  the  day  of  the 
date,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  6/.  the  tenant  covenanting  to  repair. 

The  father  of  the  present  tenant  had  previously  held  these  premises  under 
a lease  for  14  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  15/.  105.,  but  at  the  auction  held  for 
leasing  them  in  1826,  there  being  no  bidder  except  the  present  tenant,  he 
obtained  the  lease  at  the  yearly  rent  of  6/.  We  are  informed  that  the  pre- 
mises are  considered  to  be  worth  10/.  per  annum.  It  appears  to  us  desirable 
that  the  governors  and  assistants,  when  they  thus  grant  leases  by  auction, 
should  reserve  a bidding,  in  order  to  prevent  the  trust-premises  from  being,  in. 
consequence  of  a want  of  competition,  let  at  less  than  a fair  rent,  as  appears  to 
have  been  the  case  in  the  present  instance. 

The  Crown  Public-house. — A public-house,  also  in  the  Middle  Cale,  for-' 
merly  called  the  Three  Horse-shoes,  but  now  the  Crown,  held  by  John 
Potter  (but  occupied  by  an  under-tenant),  under  a lease  bearing  date  24th 
June  1819»  for  14  years  from  the  day  of  the  date,  at  the  yearly  rent  o£ 
10/.  10  5.,  the  tenant  covenanting  to  repair.  This  rent  was  subsequently  reduced 
to  8/.  85.,  in  consequence  of  an  expenditure  of  money  by  the  lessee  in  repairs, 
and  improvements. 

It  is  not  known  by  what  means  the  governors  and  assistants  became  pos- 
sessed of  any  part  of  the  above-mentioned  property  in  the  Middle  Cale.  At  so- 
early  a period  as  1613  they  received  rent  for  a house  and  butcher’s  shops  in 
the  town  of  Ashborne,  which  were  probably  in  the  same  situation.  In  the 
same  year  in  which  these  rents  were  first  received,  the  payment  of  a rentcharge. 
of  4/.  per  annum,  which  had  been  granted  by  Sir  Thomas  Cokaine,  knt.  by 
deed  bearing  date  21st  September,  27  Elizabeth,  to  the  governors  and  assist- 
ants, for  the  support  of  the  grammar-school,  and  the  master  and  under-master 
thereof,  to  be  issuing  out  of  all  his  messuages,  lands  and  tenements  in  Ash- 
borne, appears  from  the  accounts  to  have  ceased.  We  are  not  enabled  to 
state  the  cause  of  the  cessation  of  this  payment ; but  it  is  possible  that  by  some 
arrangement  made  at  that  distant  period,  the  house  and  butcher’s  shops  were 
substituted  for  the  rentcharge. 

Carter's  Gift. — An  annual  sum  of  1/.  125.  paid  by  Mr.  William  Sutton,  in 
respect  of  a house  belonging  to  him  in  the  Market-place  of  Ashborne,  which 
he  purchased  in  1806,  subject  to  an  annual  payment  of  that  amount.  This 
annuity  is  supposed  to  be  derived  from  the  donation  of  Thomas  Carter , who  by 
deed  bearing  date  13th  September,  28  Elizabeth,  granted  to  the  governors  and 
assistants  a rentcharge  of  405.,  to  be  issuing  out  of  all  his  messuages,  lands  and 
tenements  in  Ashborne,  for  the  support  of  the  grammar-school  and  the  master 
and  under-master  thereof.  For  a considerable  length  of  time  the  payment  has 
been  the  same  as  at  present ; the  original  cause  of  its  being  diminished  to  that 
amount  may  possibly  have  been  a deduction  of  85.  on  account  of  the  land-tax, 
which,  however,  would  be  at  the  high  rate  of  45.  in  the  pound. 

Okeover’s  Gift. — An  annual  rentcharge  of  205.  which  Philip  Okeorcr , by 
deed  bearing  date  15th  September,  28  Elizabeth,  granted  to  the  governors  and 
asssistants,  to  be  issuing  out  of  all  his  messuages,  lands  and  tenements  in  Map- 
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pleton,  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said  school,  and  of  the  master 
and  tinder-master  thereof,  and  which  is  now  received  from  Haughton  Farmer 
Okeover,  esq.  out  of  his  estate  at  Mappleton. 

Gift  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  other's. — An  annual  sum  of  5/.  received^ 
from  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  as  a charge  on  his  Grace’s  estate  at  Glossop,  in  the 
county  of  Derby. 

We  have  not  found  the  deed  by  which  this  rentcharge  was  granted  ; but 
a memorandum  in  the  before-mentioned  old  book,  which  appears  to  have  been 
written  about  the  year  1610,  states,  that  the  three  governors  had  then  received 
from  Thomas  Earl  of  Arundel  505.  in  part  of  the  gift  of  Gilbert  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury , Robert  Booth  and  Thomas  Cooke,  granted  out  of  lands  called 
the  Coombs,  by  deed,  whereby  they  granted  51.  yearly  for  ever  to  the 
governors  and  assistants  of  Ashborne  school,  which  said  505.  was  received  by 
the  hands  of  Thomas  Cooke,  the  servant  of  the  said  Thomas  Earl  of  Arundel. 

Hanson’s  Gift. — An  annual  fee-farm  rent  of  61.  13  s.  4>d.  paid  by  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire.  This  rent  is  derived  from  the  Will  of  John  Hanson , ot  the 
parish  of  St.  Margaret,  Lothbury,  bearing  date  13th  January  1678,  and  proved 
in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  in  1679,  who  thereby  gave  to  the 
corporation  of  the  free-school  of  Ashborne  and  their  successors,  his  yearly 
rent  of  61.  135.  4 d.  issuing  out  of  or  payable  for  two  parts  in  three  parts  to  be 
divided,  of  the  tithe,  tenth  part,  or  customary  duty  of  lead  ore,  arising  out  of 
the  parishes  of  Bakewell,  Tideswell,  and  Hope,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  for 
the  increase  of  the  salary  of  the  head  schoolmaster  there,  for  the  time  being 
for  ever. 

Shawe’s  and  Denton’s  Gift. — An  annual  sum  of  105,,  part  of  an  annuity  of 
51.  granted  by  Edward  Shawe  and  Joan  Denton , for  charitable  purposes,  as  will 
be  more  particularly  mentioned  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report. 

The  whole  of  the  annual  income  arising  from  the  above-mentioned  lands  and 
rents,  amounting  to  208/.  155.  4r/.,  is  received  by  Mr.  John  Lucas,  the 
receiver  appointed  by  the  governors  and  assistants,  and  two  third  parts  thereof, 
being  139/.  35.  6d.,  are  paid  by  him  to  the  head-master,  and  the  remaining  third 
part  to  the  under-master  of  the  school. 

George  Taylor’s  Gift. — In  addition  to  the  above,  George  Taylor , by  his  Will, 
in  1668,  which  will  be  more  fully  stated  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report,  gave 
out  of  his  Long  Doles  land,  called  Lammas-land,  ‘20s.  per  annum  to  the  governors 
and  assistants  of  this  school,  for  the  increase  of  the  schoolmaster’s  wages. 

For  many  years  past  the  head-master  for  the  time  being  has  received  the 
rent  of  a portion  of  Lammas-land  lying  near  the  town  of  Ashborne,  called 
the  Long  Doles,  containing  nearly  two  acres,  and  now  occupied  by  Sampson 
Gather,  the  parish-clerk,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  51.  per  annum.  This 
portion  forms  about  one  moiety  of  a field,  the  residue  of  which  is  occupied  by 
the  said  Sampson  Gather,  as  parish-clerk,  the  boundaries  between  the  two 
moieties  being  marked  by  stones.  The  occupier  has  the  exclusive  possession 
of  this  field  from  Lady-day  to  Lammas,  but  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  it 
is  thrown  open  to  the  adjoining  lands  as  a common  pasture.  It  is  supposed 
that  the  moiety  of  the  field  of  which  the  schoolmaster  receives  the  rent  was  at 
some  former  period  allotted  in  respect  of  the  above-mentioned  annuity  of  205. 
out  of  the  Long  Doles,  given  by  George  Taylor’s  will,  and  that  the  other 
moiety  which  the  parish-clerk  is  permitted  to  occupy  rent-free,  was  allotted  in 
lieu  of  another  annuity  of  the  same  amount,  given  by  the  same  will  towards  the 
repair  of  Ashborne  church  and  steeple.  The  head-master  pays  one  third  part 
of  the  rent  of  51.,  which  he  thus  receives,  to  the  under-master. 

Within  a few  years  after  the  foundation  of  the  school  two  annuities  of  205. 
appears  to  have  been  received,  the  one  from  Sir  Anthony  Ashley,  and  the  other 
from  Mrs.  Storer,  of  London,  but  the  payment  of  both  of  them  ceased  pre- 
viously to  the  year  1640.  In  the  rental  of  I67O,  Sir  Anthony  Ashley’s  annuity 
is  not  included,  but  that  of  Mrs.  Storer  is  mentioned  as  having  issued  out  of 
a house  in  London,  but  as  being  then  “ lost,  or  desperate.” 

The  before-mentioned  income  of  the  head-master  and  under-master  is  subject 
to  deductions  for  the  occasional  expenses  of  letting  the  lands,  and  for  the 
repairs  of  the  school-buildings,  which  are  in  the  situation  described  in  the 
before-mentioned  deed  of  30th  September  1596,  and  consist  of  two  houses,, 
Rep.  19.  C one 
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one  for  the  head-master  and  the  other  for  the  under-master,  with  a large  school- 
room between  them,  and  a garden  attached  to  each  house.  The  buildings  are 
old,  but  in  good  condition. 

The  number  of  three  governors  and  twelve  assistants  of  the  school  is  kept 
full,  the  governors  being  elected  from  the  assistants,  and  the  assistants  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Ashborne,  as  directed  by  the  charter  of  Queen 
Elizabeth.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  present  governors  and  assistants. 


Governors. 

Joseph  Bradley. 
Christopher  Harland. 
William  Sutton. 

Assistants. 

Uriah  Corden. 

Edward  Cheney  Winslow. 
James  Riddlesden. 


Robert  Docksey  Goodwin. 
William  Peach. 

Edward  Walker. 

Thomas  Wise. 

Thurston  Dale. 

John  Longdon. 

Samuel  Dawson. 

William  Riddlesden. 

John  Whitham. 


The  reverend  Paul  Belcher  is  the  present  head-master  of  the  school,  having 
been  appointed  by  the  governors  and  assistants  in  179G,  shortly  after  the 
making  of  the  statutes.  The  Reverend  T.  Gibbs  is  the  under-master,  having 
been  appointed  in  1818. 

In  1798  an  order  was  made  by  the  governors  and  assistants,  which  is  now 
acted  upon,  that  all  children  should  be  admitted  to  the  school  as  free-scholars, 
who  should  come  from  their  parents  place  of  abode,  and  return  the  same 
evening.  It  is  required  that  a boy  shall  be  able  to  read  before  he  is  admitted 
as  a free-scholar,  so  that  he  may  immediately  begin  to  learn  the  Latin  grammar. 
The  free-scholars  are  instructed  gratuitously  in  the  classics,  and  also  in  English 
history  and  geography.  The  present  under-master  is  also  the  writing-master, 
and  receives  a payment  from  the  parents  of  the  free-children  for  teaching  them 
writing  and  arithmetic.  At  the  time  of  our  investigation,  July  1827,  each 
master  had  under  his  tuition  six  free-scholars,  and  there  were  also  seven 
boarders  in  the  head-master’s  house,  and  two  boarders  in  the  under-master’s 
house. 

A half-yearly  account  of  the  number  of  free-scholars  is  delivered  to  the 
governors  and  assistants. 

The  present  receiver  of  all  the  charities,  of  which  the  governors  and  assist- 
ants are  trustees,  is  Mr.  John  Lucas,  who  was  appointed  to  that  situation  in 
1816,  on  giving  security  to  account  for  the  sums  which  he  should  receive,  with 
a salary  of  10/.  per  annum,  of  which,  one  moiety  is  paid  from  Christopher 
Pegg’s  Charity,  and  the  other  moiety  from  Spalden’s  Charity.  Previously  to 
Mr.  Lucas’s  appointment  it  had  been  usual  to  allow  the  receiver,  in  lieu  of 
salary,  to  retain  in  his  hands,  at  all  times,  100/.  of  the  money  of  the  charities ; 
but  the  present  mode  of  remunerating  the  receiver  for  his  trouble  was  adopted 
in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  preceding  receiver,  Mr.  Thomas  Gould, 
who  was  indebted  to  Pegg’s  Charity  in  the  sum  of  110/.  Os.  5d.,  and  to 
Spalden’s  Charity  in  the  sum  of  186/.  6s.  5d.,  on  which  a dividend  of 
only  5s.  in  the  pound  was  received  and  carried  to  the  accounts  of  the  respec- 
tive charities,  and  the  residue  of  the  balances  due  from  Mr.  Gould  was  lost. 

The  receiver’s  accounts  are  audited  annually  at  a meeting  of  the  governors 
and  assistants  holden  for  that  purpose  in  the  week  before  Easter. 

Annuity  of  £.40.  for  a Lecture,  and  if  no  Lecture,  for 

the  Poor. 

Annuity  of  40/.  By  Indenture,  bearing  date  31st  May  1725,  between  Hugh  Bateman  of  the 
for  a Lecture,  and  if  0ne  part,  and  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  and  five  others  of  London,  and  the  Right 
n°  the" Poor  ^ Honourable  Lord  James  Cavendish  and  four  others,  of  the  county  of  Derby, 
of  the  other  part,  reciting  that  Robert  Bateman,  esq.  and  divers  other  chari- 
table persons  inhabiting  within  the  city  of  London  and  counties  of  Derby  and 
Stafford,  and  elsewhere,  about  the  years  1631  and  1632,  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions, had  raised  the  sum  of  400/.,  which  was  paid  to  George  Taylor  and 
two  others,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  settle  on  such  six  persons,  being^ 
citizens  of  London,  and  five  such  persons  inhabiting  in  or  near  the  town  of 
Ashborne,  as  by  the  same  contributors  should  be  appointed  trustees  for  that 
purpose,  an  annuity  of  40  /.  for  the  maintenance  of  an  able,  pious  and 
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orthodox  preacher,  who  should  weekly  preach  two  sermons  or  divinity  lectures  Ashborne. 

every  week  in  the  town  of  Ashborne  ; but  if  any  interruption  should  happen  7 

there,  whereby  the  said  pious  work  should  be  hindered,  then  the  said  lectures  fof " Lecture  tmd  if 
should  be  preached  at  some  other  convenient  town  in  Derbyshire,  not  above  °no  Lecture’ for 
the  space  of  five  miles  distant  from  Ashborne  ; and  in  case  of  disturbance  either  the  Poor, 
at  Ashborne  or  any  town  within  five  miles  distance,  the  said  annuity  should  be  continued. 
bestowed  -towards  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  the  poor  people  inhabiting  v ^ 
within  the  parish  of  Ashborne ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  George  Taylor  and 
others  had  purchased  a yearly  rentcharge  of  40/.  to  be  issuing  out  of  the 
rectory  or  parsonage  impropriate  of  Wragby,  in  the  county  of  York,  and  had 
afterwards  sold  the  same  for  600/.,  out  of  the  profits  whereof  they  had  paid 
to  the  divinity  lecturer  the  yearly  rent  of  40/.  ; and  reciting,  that  to  the 
intent  that  the  same  lecturer  might  receive  a rentcharge  of  40/.  to  be  issuing 
out  of  lands  thereinafter  mentioned,  the  sum  of  120/.  more  was  received  by 
the  said  George  Taylor,  20/.  thereof  being  a legacy  left  by  Paul  Taylor 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  said  lecturer,  with  directions  that  there  should 
be  a sermon  preached  by  him  every  Good  Friday,  for  the  preparation  of  com- 
municants for  receiving  the  Lord’s  Supper,  30/.  thereof  having  been  given  by 
the  said  George  Taylor,  and  the  rest  by  Edward  Pegg  the  elder,  and 
other  well-affected  persons,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  so  that  the  free  con- 
tributions, with  the  profits  thereon,  amounted  to  720/. ; and  reciting  that  by  In- 
denture bearing  date  20th  September  1651,  made  between  Edward  Crowshaw 
of  the  one  part,  and  John  Owfield  and  five  others  of  London,  and  Roger 
Hurt  and  four  others  of  Derbyshire  and  Staffordshire  of  the  other  part,  the 
said  Edward  Crowshaw,  in  consideration  of  the  said  sum  of  720/.,  granted  to 
the  said  John  Owfield  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a clear  yearly  rentcharge  of 
40/.  to  be  issuing  out  of  a mansion  or  dwelling-house  in  Walton,  in  the  county 
of  Derby,  and  several  pieces  of  ground  situate  in  Walton,  called  Grange 
Wood  and  Owler  Wells,  containing  by  estimation  140a.  ; and  reciting,  that  the 
said  Hugh  Bateman  was  then  the  only  surviving  trustee  of  the  said  rentcharge  ; 
it  was  witnessed,  that  for  assuring  the  said  rentcharge  on  the  said  Sir  Gilbert 
Heathcote  and  others,  the  said  Hugh  Bateman  granted  to  the  said  Sir  Gilbert 
Heathcote  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  the  said  rentcharge  of  40/.  issuing  out  of 
the  said  premises  in  Walton,  on  trust,  that  they  should  dispose  of  the  said 
rentcharge  for  the  maintenance  of  such  a preacher  as  aforesaid,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  said  trustees  for  the  time  being  to  be  divinity  lecturer  of  the  said  town 
during  their  will  and  pleasure,  who  should  preach  two  sermons  or  lectures 
weekly  in  the  town  of  Ashborne  ; or  in  case  any  interruption  should  happen 
there,  that  the  said  lectures  or  sermons  should  be  preached  at  some  other  town  in 
Derbyshire,  not  above  five  miles  distant  from  Ashborne,  as  the  said  trustees 
should  appoint ; and  that  such  lecturer  should  yearly  once  in  every  quarter,  either 
before  or  after  sermon,  exhort  his  auditors  to  extend  their  charitable  contribu- 
tions to  the  poor,  and  should  preach  one  sermon  on  Good  Friday,  yearly,  for 
the  better  preparation  of  his  auditors  to  receive  the  sacrament;  and  if  it  should 
happen  that  the  said  divinity  lectures  should  be  discontinued,  prohibited  or  for- 
borne to  be  preached  in  the  said  town,  or  any  other  town  in  the  county  of  Derby, 
within  five  miles  distance  from  the  said  town,  the  said  rentcharge  should,  during 
such  discontinuance,  be  employed  by  the  said  trustees  towards  the  maintenance 
of  such  poor  people  as  should  be  inhabiting  within  the  parish  of  Ashborne.  This 
deed  contains  a provision,  that  when  any  seven  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the 
survivors  should,  at  the  costs  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Ashborne,  grant 
the  said  rentcharge  to  so  many  persons,  citizens  of  London,  and  inhabitants  in 
or  near  Ashborne,  to  be  nominated  by  the  surviving  trustees,  as  should  with 
the  said  survivors  make  up  the  number  eleven,  whereof  six  were  to  be  citizens 
of  London,  and  five  inhabitants  in  or  near  the  town  of  Ashborne,  on  the 
like  trusts. 

The  last  trust-deed  of  this  rentcharge  bears  date  5th  December  1793, 
whereby  William  Snowden  and  James  Simpson,  as  surviving  trustees,  assigned 
the  said  annuity  of  40/.  to  Benjamin  Noton  and  five  others  of  London," and 
Hugh  Bateman,  esq.  (afterwards  Sir  Hugh  Bateman,  baronet)  and  four  others 
of  Derbyshire,  and  their  heirs,  on  the  like  trusts. 

Of  these  trustees  Sir  Hugh  Bateman  is  stated  to  have  been  the  survivor, 
whose  two  daughters,  Lady  Hood,  the  wife  of  Sir  Alexander  Hood,  baronet, 
and  Mrs.  Scott,  the  wife  of  Edward  Dolman  Scott,  esquire,  as  his  co-heiresses- 
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at-law,  have  lately,  on  the  occurrence  of  a vacancy  of  the  lectureship,  appointed 
the  Rev.  Walter  Augustus  Shirley  to  that  situation. 

It  is  proper  that  a new  appointment  should  be  made  of  trustees  of  the  above- 
mentioned  rentcharge.  It  is  now  paid  by  the  agent  of  the  representatives  of 
the  late  Sir  Windsor  Hunloke,  baronet,  in  respect  of  the  farm  at  Walton,  men- 
tioned in  the  above-abstracted  deed,  called  the  Grange  Wood  Farm. 

Cooper’s  Almshouses. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  5th  January  1801,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery, 
between  John  Cooper , of  Gos well- street,  in  the  parish  of  St.  James,  Clerken- 
weil,  of  the  first  part,  John  Latham,  of  the  second  part,  James  Oldham  Oldham, 
Mathias  Peter  Du  Pont,  Thomas  Weatherill,  William  Hodson,  William  Langston, 
Henry  Battley,  and  William  Astle,  of  the  third  part,  and  James  Compigne,  of 
the  fourth  part,  reciting,  (amongst  other  things,)  that  the  said  John  Cooper  had 
built  on  a parcel  of  land,  being  the  north-west  corner  of  a close  called  Armitage 
Meadow,  situate  in  Compton  and  Sturston,  or  one  of  them,  in  the  parish  of 
Ashborne,  which  he  had  purchased  of  Robert  Myers,  a chapel  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  divine  worship,  called  Sion  Chapel,  and  a messuage  on  the  side  thereof 
towards  Derby  for  the  residence  of  the  minister  thereof,  and  six  almshouses 
called  Cooper’s  Almshouses,  adjoining  to  the  said  chapel,  on  the  other  side 
thereof ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  John  Cooper  was  desirous  that  the  said 
parcel  of  ground,  chapel,  messuage  and  almshouses,  should  be  conveyed  to  and 
vested  in  the  said  parties  of  the  third  part,  as  being  the  trustees  of  Lady 
Huntingdon’s  college,  at  Cheshunt,  in  Hertfordshire,  on  the  trusts  thereinafter 
mentioned ; and  that  for  establishing  a fund  for  the  maintenance  of  the  six 
poor  men  or  women  to  be  admitted  into  the  said  almshouses,  and  of  the  minister 
of  the  said  chapel,  and  the  other  purposes  thereinafter  mentioned,  the  said 
John  Cooper  had  agreed  to  cause  to  be  transferred  3,500/.  three  per  cent 
reduced  annuities  into  the  names  of  the  said  James  Oldham  Oldham,  William 
Hodson,  William  Langston,  and  Henry  Battley,  and  had  by  deed  assigned  to 
them  the  further  sum  of  1,000/.,  part  of  2,000/.  in  the  same  stock,  to  which 
the  said  John  Cooper  would  be  entitled  on  the  decease  of  one  Anne  Keats,  to 
the  intent  that  on  the  death  of  the  said  Anne  Keats  they  might  obtain  a transfer 
thereof,  and  add  the  same  to  the  said  3,500/,  for  the  charitable  purposes  there- 
inafter mentioned ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  John  Cooper,  and  the  said 
John  Latham,  as  his  trustee,  conveyed  to  the  said  James  Oldham  Oldham  and 
the  other  parties  of  the  third  part,  and  their  heirs,  the  said  parcel  of  land, 
chapel,  messuage  and  almshouses,  for  the  charitable  uses  thereinafter  men- 
tioned ; and  it  was  declared  that  the  said  parties  of  the  third  part  should  stand 
seised  of  the  said  premises,  and  the  said  James  Oldham  Oldham,  William 
Hodson,  William  Langston  and  Henry  Battley,  should  stand  possessed  of  the 
said  3,500/.  stock  so  to  be  transferred  to  them,  and  the  said  1,000/.  so  assigned 
to  them,  on  trust,  to  permit  the  said  chapel  to  be  used  as  a place  of  public  and 
religious  worship  for  the  society  or  congregation  of  protestant  dissenters  in  or 
near  Ashborne,  and  to  let  the  pews  and  seats  within  the  same,  and  to  permit 
the  messuage  adjoining  the  said  chapel  to  be  occupied  by  the  minister  of  the 
said  chapel,  to  be  elected  in  manner  thereinafter  mentioned,  without  paying  any 
rent;  and  to  permit  the  said  six  almshouses,  with  the  gardens  thereto  belonging, 
to  be  for  ever  thereafter  used  as  habitations  for  six  poor  people  of  such 
description,  and  within  such  limits,  as  were  thereinafter  mentioned,  rent-free, 
and  to  appropriate  the  ground  behind  the  chapel  for  a burying-ground ; and  on 
further  trust,  that  the  said  trustees  of  the  stock  should  dispose  of  the  dividends 
of  the  said  sums  of  3,500/.  and  1,000/.;  and  that  all  the  said  parties  of  the 
third  part  should  dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  arising  from  the  said  pews  and 
burying-ground  on  the  following  trusts,  viz.  as  to  the  dividends  of  the  said 
3,500/.  stock,  on  trust,  to  pay  to  each  person  elected  into  each  of  the  said  six 
almshouses,  10/.  10s.  yearly  for  their  maintenance,  and  to  pay  to  the  minister 
of  the  said  chapel,  42/.  yearly,  and  as  to  the  dividends  of  the  said  1,000/.  stock, 
and  the  rents  and  profits  above  mentioned,  on  trust,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  light- 
ing and  cleaning  the  chapel,  and  of  providing  bibles  and  other  books  to  be  used 
there  by  the  minister  and  clerk,  and  the  salaries  of  a clerk  and  pew-openers  and 
other  officers,  and  the  charges  of  one  of  the  trustees,  who  should  from  time 
to  time  visit  and  inspect  the  same,  and  the  taxes  and  assessments  imposed 
on  the  said  chapel,  messuage  and  almshouses,  and  such  augmentation  of  the 
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minister’s  salary  as  was  thereinafter  mentioned  ; and  as  to  any  residue  which 
should  remain  after  answering  any  of  the  said  several  purposes,  on  trust,  that 
the  said  trustees  of  the  stock  should  invest  the  same  when  it  should  amount  to 
a competent  sum,  in  the  purchase  of  stock,  in  the  said  3 per-cent  reduced 
annuities;  all  which  stock  so  to  be  purchased  or  accumulated  should  be  from 
time  to  time  sold  out,  as  occasion  might  require  ; and  that  the  monies  produced 
therefrom,  and  all  other  surplus  arising  from  the  income  of  the  said  original 
trust-fund,  should  be  applicable  to  the  defraying  the  costs  and  expenses  of 
keeping  in  repair  the  said  chapel,  messuage  and  almshouses,  and  all  incidental 
and  unforeseen  charges  which  might  happen  for  the  supporting  of  the  said 
institution,  or  in  extending  or  enlarging  the  same,  and  in  the  performance  of  the 
said  trusts ; and  on  further  trust,  that  the  said  trustees  might  elect  a minister 
of  the  said  chapel,  and  displace  any  such  minister,  as  they  should  think  lit;  and 
that  the  minister  so  to  be  elected  should  not  be  eligible  to  his  office  unless  he 
should,  in  the  opinion  of  the  major  part  of  the  trustees,  be  experimentally 
acquainted  with  the  grace  of  God  in  his  own  soul,  and  hold  the  doctrinal 
articles  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  contained  in  the  fifteen  articles  of  Faith 
used  in  the  Countess  of  Huntingdon’s  connection,  and  should  be  a man  of 
unexceptionable  moral  character,  and  hold  the  lawfulness  of  infant  baptism ; 
and  on  trust,  that  the  said  trustees  should  elect  and  appoint  six  poor  godly  men 
or  women,  or  both,  of  good  moral  character,  being  protestants,  and  holding  the 
lawfulness  of  infant  baptism,  to  inhabit  the  said  six  alms-houses  ; and  in  case  any 
of  such  poor  men  or  women  should  in  the  opinion  of  the  trustees  become 
immoral  in  their  conduct,  or  should  hold  the  unlawfulness  of  infant  baptism, 
or  should  not  in  all  respects  behave  themselves  to  the  good-liking  and  satisfac- 
tion of  the  major  part  of  the  trustees,  that  the  major  part  of  the  trustees  should 
remove  and  displace  such  persons  from  the  said  almshouses,  and  elect  others,  so 
qualified,  in  their  stead  ; and  that  in  the  election  of  such  poor  persons  the  trustees 
should  give  a preference  to  any  of  the  poor  relations  of  the  said  John  Cooper, 
who  might  be  desirous  of  inhabiting  the  almshouses,  and  that  for  want  of  such 
poor  relations  they  should  elect  any  such  godly  poor  persons  in  or  near  Ash- 
borne,  and  for  want  of  such,  any  such  persons  resident  in  the  county  of  Derby, 
and  for  want  of  such,  any  such  persons  of  any  other  parish,  place  or  county,  as 
they  should  think  proper  ; provided  that  if  any  poor  man,  who  should  be  so 
elected,  should  be  married,  or  should  have  a child  or  children  living,  the 
trustees  might  permit  the  wife  of  such  poor  man,  but  not  his  child  or  children, 
to  reside  with  him  in  the  almshouse,  but  that  such  poor  man  should  not  on  that 
Recount  receive  or  have  any  further  allowance  tor  his  and  his  wife’s  main- 
tenance than  the  said  yearly  sum  of  10/.  10 s.  And  it  was  also  provided, 
that  the  trustees  might  make  to  the  minister  such  additional  allowance,  above 
the  said  annual  sum  of  42 1.  out  of  the  produce  of  the  seats  and  burying-ground, 
and  of  the  said  1,000  /.  three  per  cent  reduced  annuities,  as  the  major  part  of 
them  should  think  fit,  and  that  one  of  the  trustees  should  once  in  the  year  visit 
the  said  chapel  and  almshouses,  and  investigate  the  management  thereof,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  other  trustees,  and  that  such  orders  and  directions  should 
be  made  concerning  the  same,  as  should  be  deemed  reasonable  and  proper,  which 
should  be  binding  on  all  parties.  And  it  was  provided,  that  when  any  new 
tiustee  should  be  appointed  for  the  said  college  at  Cheshunt,  under  the  powers 
contained  in  an  indenture  therein  recited,  bearing  date  1st  February  1793,  and 
enrolled  in  Chancery,  they  should  be  the  new  trustees  of  the  said  chapel,  mes- 
suage and  almshouses,  and  that  any  new  trustees  to  be  appointed  of  the  monies 
and  stocks  belonging  to  the  said  college,  should  be  new  trustees  of  the  said  sums 
of  3,300  /.  and  1,000  /. ; and  that  the  said  chapel,  messuage,  almshouses,  stocks 
and  securities,  should  be  conveyed  and  transferred  and  assigned  accordingly  on 
the  before-mentioned  trusts. 

Mr.  Cooper,  the  founder  of  this  charity,  died  in  1808. 
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An  Indenture  of  Release,  founded  on  a lease  for  a year,  bearing  date  4th 
September  1818,  is  indorsed  on  the  above-abstracted  indenture,  purporting  to 
be  a conveyance  of  the  before-mentioned  parcel  of  land,  chapel,  messuage  and 
almshouses,  from  the  said  James  Oldham  Oldham,  Henry  Battley  and  William 
Astle,  (but  not  executed  by  Henry  Battley,)  to  the  use  of  the  said  James 
Oldham  Oldham,  and  William  Astle,  and  of  Robert  Butcher,  James  Carr, 
James  Arundell,  John  Moreland  and  Henry  Fyffe,  and  their  heirs. 
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This  deed  also  comprises  a small  parcel  of  land  containing  266  square 
yards,  part  of  the  Arinitage  meadow,  situate  at  the  top  of  Compton,  and  in 
Sturston,  which  had  been  previously,  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release  of  the 
18th  and  19th  February  1811,  conveyed  by  John  Myers  to  the  said  James 
Oldham  Oldham,  Mathias  Peter  Du  Pont,  William  Hodson,  Henry  Battley, 
William  Astle,  Robert  Butcher  and  James  Carr,  the  two  latter  of  whom  had 
been  (as  it  is  stated  in  the  deed  of  1818,)  chosen  trustees  in  the  room  of  the 
said  Thomas  Weatherill  and  "William  Langston,  but  no  conveyance  had  been 
made  to  them.  In  the  deed  of  1818,  it  is  recited  that  the  before-mentioned 
Anne  Keats  had  died,  and  that  the  sum  of  1,000/.  3 per-cents  had  been 
assigned  into  the  names  of  some  of  the  trustees,  and  that  the  same,  together 
with  the  said  3,500/.  3 per-cent  reduced  annuities,  and  a sum  of  50/.  like 
annuities,  purchased  by  the  trustees,  out  of  savings  of  the  dividends  of  the  said 
stock,  making  together  4,550  /.  stock,  was  then  standing  in  the  names  of  the 
said  James  Oldham  Oldham,  Robert  Butcher,  James  Arundell  and  John 
Moreland,  as  they  thereby  acknowledged,  on  the  before-mentioned  trusts. 

The  present  acting  trustees  of  this  charity,  as  being  the  trustees  of  Lady 
Huntingdon’s  college  at  Cheshunt,  are  Messrs.  William  Astle,  John  Moreland, 
James  Arundell,  James  Fisher,  Henry  Fitzherbert  Stroud,  Thomas  Brogden 
and  II.  W.  Lepine,  all  resident  in  or  near  London  ; but  no  conveyance  has 
been  made  of  the  trust-premises  in  the  parish  of  Ashborne  since  that  of  1818. 

The  chapel,  the  minister’s  house,  and  the  six  almshouses  mentioned  in  the 
foundation-deed  of  1801,  are  now  in  good  condition,  having  been  repaired  in 
1824  ; to  provide  for  the  expense  of  which,  a sum  of  200  /.  stock,  part  of  the 
above-mentioned  4,550  /.  reduced  3 per-cents,  was  sold  on  4th  February  in 
that  year,  Messrs.  James  Arundell  and  John  Moreland  being  at  that  time  the 
surviving  trustees  of  the  stock. 

In  this  transaction  the  trustees  exceeded  their  powers,  as  they  were  not 
authorized  by  the  foundation-deed  to  sell  any  part  of  the  1,000/.  stock,  which 
devolved  on  the  charity  at  the  death  of  Anne  Keats,  but  only  the  50  /.  stock 
which  had  been  purchased  with  accumulations  arising  from  the  dividends  of  that 
1,000/.  The  pi'oduce  of  the  sale  of  stock  was  applied  for  the  repairs  of  the 
buildings  belonging  to  the  charity,  but  as  it  seems  to  have  been  the  founder’s 
intention  that  the  1,000  /.  stock  should  remain  as  a perpetual  fund  to  provide  by 
the  annual  income  thereof  for  the  purposes  specified  by  him,  we  apprehend  that 
the  trustees  ought  now,  by  an  annual  reservation  of  part  of  the  dividends  of  the 
remaining  950  /.  of  that  stock,  gradually  to  replace  the  150/.  stock,  which  has 
been  thus  incorrectly  sold,  and  we  are  informed  that  they  have,  since  our  inves- 
tigation, determined  to  adopt  this  mode  of  replacing  the  stock. 

The  sum  of  4,350  /.  reduced  3 per-cent  annuities,  belonging  to  this  charity, 
after  the  above-mentioned  sale,  is  now  standing  in  the  names  of  Messrs.  James 
Fisher,  John  Moreland,  Henry  Fitzherbert  Stroud,  and  Thomas  Brogden.  The 
dividends  thereof,  amounting  to  130/.  10  s.  per  annum,  are  received  by  one  of 
the  trustees,  who  acts  as  treasurer,  and  remits  to  Mr.  William  Pearson,  of  Ash- 
borne, the  annual  sum  of  105  /.,  being  the  amount  of  the  dividends  on  the 
3,500  /.  directed  by  the  founder  to  be  applied  for  the  support  of  the  minister  of 
the  chapel ; and  Mr.  Pearson  pays  to  the  minister,  42  /.  thereof  by  quarterly 
payments,  and  to  each  of  the  six  almsmen,  4 s.  per  week,  and  an  additional 
2 s.  at  the  end  of  the  year,  making  to  each  10/.  10  5.,  and  in  the  whole,  63  /. 
being  the  residue  of  the  105  /.  so  received  by  him.  The  remaining  26/.  10  s. 
of  the  dividends  has  also  been  remitted  by  the  treasurer  to  Ashborne  as  an 
augmentation  of  the  minister’s  salary. 

The  minister  of  the  chapel,  and  the  almsmen,  are  appointed  by  the  trustees. 
On  the  occurrence  of  a vacancy  in  the  almshouses  a list  is  made  out  by  a com- 
mittee of  the  congregation  attending  the  chapel  built  by  Mr.  Cooper,  by  whom 
the  general  management  of  that  chapel  is  conducted,  of  the  names  of  the  poor 
persons  belonging  to  the  congregation,  and  residing  in  Ashborne,  or  its  imme- 
diate neighbourhood,  who  are  candidates  to  supply  the  vacancy,  with  a recom- 
mendation of  such  one  of  those  candidates  as  the  committee  consider  the  most 
proper  object,  and  the  trustees  usually  nominate  the  person  thus  recommended. 

The  direction  of  the  founder,  that  there  should  be  an  annual  visitation  of 
the  chapel  and  almshouses  by  one  of  the  trustees,  is  not  complied  writh,  in 
consideration  of  the  heavy  expense  to  the  charity  which  wrould  be  thereby 
incurred. 
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Gisborne’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  the  charity  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Gisborne  were  stated  in 
our  Seventeenth  Report,  page  72,  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish 
of  Bradley. 

This  charity  was  founded  by  deed  in  1817,  and  augmented  by  the  donor’s 
Will  in  1818  ; it  consists  of  a large  sum  of  money  in  the  public  funds,  vested  in 
trustees,  on  trust  to  pay  the  dividends  thereof  amongst  the  rectors,  vicars, 
curates  or  ministers,  or  in  case  of  their  absence,  the  churchwardens,  of  one 
hundred  rectories,  vicarages,  curacies  and  chapelries  in  the  county  of  Derby, 
specified  in  a schedule  annexed  to  his  deed,  each  share  of  such  dividends  to  be 
applied  by  each  rector,  &c.  in  the  purchase  of  flannel  and  coarse  Yorkshire 
woollen  cloth,  to  be  distributed  by  him  yearly,  at  Christmas,  according  to  his 
discretion,  amongst  such  of  the  poor  residing  in  the  parish  in  which  his  rec- 
tory, &c.  should  be  situate,  whether  receiving  parochial  relief  or  not,  and 
whether  legally  settled  there  or  not,  and  in  such  shares,  as  to  him  should  seem 
expedient. 

Amongst  the  places  mentioned  in  the  schedule  is  Ashborne,  the  vicar  of  which 
receives  from  the  trustees  the  annual  sum  of  51.  10s.  being  the  share  hitherto 
appropriated  to  each  place  entitled  to  partake  of  the  charity.  This  sum  he 
distributes  in  the  winter  in  flannel  amongst  such  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
Ashborne  as  he  considers  most  deserving. 

The  greater  part  of  the  places  in  the  county  of  Derby  to  which  this  charity 
extends,  have  been  noticed  in  our  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth  Reports.  The 
following  places  mentioned  in  subsequent  parts  of  the  present  Report  partake 
of  it,  and  the  distribution  is  made  by  the  respective  ministers  thereof ; viz. 
Fenny  Bentley  ; Bonsall ; Bradborne  ; Atlow,  Ballidon  and  Rrassington  in 
the  parish  of  Bradborne ; Carsington  ; Hartington ; Earl  Sterndale  in  the 
parish  of  Hartington;  Hognaston ; Kirk  I reton  ; Kniveton  ; Matlock  and 
Parwich. 

Lady  Boothby’s  Charity. 

The  following  is  a codicil  to  the  Will  of  the  late  Dame  Susannah  Boothby , 
who  died  in  the  life-time  of  her  husband,  Sir  Brooke  Boothby,  baronet.  “ Not 
“ knowing  if  I have  a right  to  bequeath  the  money  left  in  the  banker’s  hands, 

“ the  following  is  a request.  What  I leave  in  the  stocks  will  probably  be  suffi- 
“ cient  to  pay  all  that  is  necessary  on  my  account,  and  the  greater  part  of  my 
“ debts  ; after  the  payment  of  them  is  made  up  out  of  the  money  in  the  banker’s 
“ hands,  it  is  my  very  earnest  desire  that  all  that  is  remaining  belonging  to  me 
“ may  be  given  in  four  equal  parts  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  James,  Dover, 

“ of  Mitcheldever,  Hants,  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  where  my  little  estate  in 
“ Suffolk  is  situate,  and  to  the  poor  of  Ashborne,  Derbyshire.  To  this  most 
“ earnest  request  for  the  distribution  of  my  property  I sign  my  name,  April  30 
“ 1817.  Susannah  Boothby.” 

By  another  codicil,  bearing  date  10th  September  1818,  the  said  Dame 
Susannah  Boothby  gave  as  follows : “ I give  and  bequeath  all  the  money 
“ belonging  to  me  remaining  in  the  hands  of  John  Minet  Fector,  esquire,  after 
“ the  payment  of  all  my  debts,  in  trust,  to  the  ministers  and  churchwardens  of 
“ the  parishes  of  St.  James’s  and  St.  Mary’s,  Dover,  of  Micheldever,  in  the 
“ county  of  Southampton,  and  of  Ashborne,  Derbyshire,  for  the  benefit  of 
“ the  poor  of  those  parishes.” 

The  will  of  this  testatrix  was  proved,  with  six  codicils,  in  the  Prerogative 
Court  of  Canterbury  in  1823. 

In  January  1826  a cause  of  Bristow  against  Boothby  was  heard  by  the  Vice- 
Chancellor,  in  which  the  point  for  decision  was  the  validity  of  a power  given  to 
the  above-mentioned  Lady  Boothby,  by  her  marriage-settlement,  of  charging 
certain  estates  by  deed  or  will  with  a sum  of  5,000  /.,  which  power  was  executed 
by  her  will,  but  not  for  any  charitable  purposes.  The  Vice-Chancellor  was  of 
opinion  that  the  event  on  which  the  power  was  to  arise  was  too  remote ; but  an 
appeal  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  has  been  entered  against  his  decision. 

Sir  Brooke  and  Lady  Boothby  had  lived  separate  from  each  other  many 
years  before  her  death.  No  general  power  of  making  a will  was  given  to  her 
by  her  marriage-settlement ; but  the  property  to  which  the  codicils  relate  is 
stated  to  have  arisen  from  funds  which  she  had  for  her  own  separate  use ; and 
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we  are  informed,  that  on  the  ground  that  she  had  a power  to  make  a testa- 
mentary disposition  thereof,  a claim  has  been  made  in  the  cause  of  Bristow 
against  Boothby,  on  the  part  of  the  poor  of  Ashborne,  and  has  been  allowed  ; 
but  that  the  arrangements  of  the  property  of  the  testatrix,  under  the  authority 
of  the  court,  is  delayed  by  the  appeal  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  on  the  point- 
above  mentioned.  We  are  not  enabled  to  state  to  what  extent  it  is  probable 
that  the  poor  of  the  parishes  mentioned  in  the  codicils  will  be  benefited  by  the 
donations  to  them. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  ASHBORNE. 

Owfield’s  Almshouses. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  28th  January  1630,  between  the  governors 
and  assistants  of  the  free  grammar-school  of  Ashborne  of  the  one  part,  and 
Thomasin  Owfield,  widow  and  executrix  of  Roger  Owfield,  deceased,  of  the 
other  part,  reciting  that  the  said  Roger  Owfield  had,  by  his  Will,  given  50 L 
towards  the  maintenance  of  a preaching  minister  within  the  town  of  Ashborne, 
and  100/.  towards  the  erecting  of  an  almshouse  in  the  said  town,  and  towards 
the  maintenance  of  the  free-school  70  /•>  and  had  declared  his  will  to  be 
that  the  same  money  should  be  bestowed  on  lands  to  be  purchased  for  the 
behoof  of  the  said  school,  and  had  also  given  30/.  to  be  distributed  amongst 
the  poor  of  Ashborne ; since  which  time  the  said  Thomasin  had  not  only  dis- 
tributed the  said  100/.  towards  the  erecting  the  said  almshouse,  but  had  also  at 
her  own  charge  built  and  finished  the  said  almshouse,  which  cost  her  7 6/.  over 
and  above  the  said  100/.  and  had  ever  since  the  finishing  of  the  almshouse 
paid  towards  the  maintenance  of  eight  poor  people  harboured  therein,  8/.  per 
annum,  to  every  of  them  20 s.  ; and  that  to  the  intent  that  8/.  per  annum  might 
be  for  ever  paid  towards  the  maintenance  of  such  eight  poor  people  as  should 
be  harboured  in  the  said  almshouse,  the  said  Thomasin  had,  before  the  sealing 
of  that  deed,  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  said  governors  and  assistants  of  the 
said  school,  being  the  principal  persons  of  the  parish  of  Ashborne,  100/.,  on  trust, 
that  they  and  their  successors  should  keep  the  same  for  a stock,  without  dimi- 
nishing the  same,  and  should  yearly  dispose  of  the  increase  and  profits  thereof 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  people  harboured  in  the  said  almshouse,  built 
by  her  and  her  said  husband  ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  governors  and  assist- 
ants acknowledged  that  the  several  gifts  and  sums  of  money  before  mentioned, 
as  well  those  that  were  given  by  the  said  Roger,  as  the  said  sum  of  100/.  given 
by  the  said  Thomasin,  had  been  received  accordingly,  and  discharged  the  said 
Thomasin  from  the  same  ; and  covenanted  with  the  said  Thomasin  yearly  to 
pay  to  a preaching  minister  within  the  said  town,  towards  his  maintenance,  4 L 
per  annum,  and  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  people  harboured  in  the 
said  almshouse,  81.  per  annum,  by  20 s.  a-picce  as  the  same  had  been  theretofore 
paid  them  ; and  also  to  bestow  the  said  sum  of  70/.  on  the  purchase  of  lands 
for  the  behoof  of  the  said  school,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  pay  to  the  use  of 
the  said  school  the  sum  of  5 1.  12s.  per  annum,  if  the  said  sum  of  70/.,  alone,  or 
with  other  sums  of  money,  had  not  been  bestowed  upon  the  purchase  of  lands- 
to  the  use  aforesaid. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  2d  November  1640,  between  Samuel  Owfield,. 
son  and  heir  of  the  said  Roger  Owfield,  and  of  Thomasin  his  wife,  of  the 
one  part,  and  Thomas  Peacock,  clerk,  and  fourteen  others  of  Ashborne,  of. 
the  other  part,  reciting  that  Thomas  Sheldon,  by  Indenture,  bearing  date 
10th  February,  11  J.  1.  had  granted  to  the  said  Thomasin  Owfield  and  her 
heirs,  two  messuages  and  a piece  of  land  thereunto  adjoining,  whereon  a mes- 
suage was  standing,  situate  in  Church-street,  Ashborne,  since  which  time  the 
said  Thomasin,  according  to  the  direction  of  her  late  husband,  had  out  of  his 
estate,  and  at  her  own  further  charges,  built  on  the  premises  eight  almshouses, 
for  eight  poor  people,  the  said  Samuel  Owfield,  in  performance  of  the  intent  of 
his  said  father  and  mother,  granted  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and 
their  heirs,  the  said  piece  of  ground  and  all  houses  thereon  built,  on  trust, 
that  the  said  premises  should  be  maintained  as  almshouses  for  the  poor,  as 
they  then  were,  and  as  they  were  founded  by  the  said  Roger  and  Thomasin 
Owfield. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  7th  June  1652,  between  John  Owfield,  of 
London,  and  William  Owfield,  of  Ashborne,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  gover- 
nors 
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liors  and  assistants  of  the  grammar-school  of  Ashborne,  of  the  other  part,  the 
said  John  and  William  Owfield,  for  the  considerations  thereinafter  expressed, 
granted  to  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  and  their  successors,  a close  in 
Mappleton,  called  Manley’s  Meadow,  and  the  pingle  thereunto  adjoining, 
lying  on  both  sides  of  the  river  or  brook  running,  from  Bentley,  on  trust,  that 
they  should  stand  seised  thereof  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  almsmen  and 
women  in  the  almshouse  founded  in  Ashborne  by  Roger  and  Thomasin 
Owfield,  and  that  they  should  permit  and  suffer  all  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  said  premises  to  be  yearly  distributed  amongst  the  almsmen  and  women 
of  the  almshouse  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  towards  their  better  main- 
tenance, at  such  days  and  times  as  had  been  used  and  accustomed  for  the 
distribution  of  the  gifts  of  the  said  almshouse. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  document  showing  in  wliat  manner  the 
100/.  stated  in  the  deed  of  1630  to  have  been  paid  by  Thomasin  Owfield 
to  the  governors  and  assistants  was  afterwards  disposed  of,  nor  any  trace  of 
the  payment  of  the  annual  sum  of  SI.  to  the  almspeople  thereby  agreed  to  be 
paid  by  them  as  the  interest  of  that  sum.  As  it  does  not  appear  on  what 
consideration  the  conveyance  of  tfie  meadow  in  Mappleton,  made  by  John 
and  William  Owfield  to  the  governors  and  assistants  in  1652  was  founded,  it  is 
not  impossible  that  that  meadow  was  substituted  for  the  100/.  given  by 
Thomasin  Owfield. 

The  fifteen  persons  to  whom  the  piece  of  ground  which  forms  the  site  of 
the  almshouses  and  the  garden  thereunto  belonging,  were  conveyed  by  Samuel 
Owfield  in  1640,  appear  to  have  been  at  that  time  the  governors  and  assistants 
of  the  grammar-school,  but  we  have  not  found  any  deed  for  the  purpose  of 
vesting  those  premises  in  the  governors  and  assistants  in  their  corporate 
capacity. 

These  almshouses  consist  of  eight  dwellings  inhabited  by  eight  poor  persons, 
widows  or  widowers,  of  the  township  of  Ashborne.  When  vacancies  occur 
either  in  these  or  the  other  almshouses  under  the  management  of  the  governors 
and  assistants,  they  are  filled  up  at  a meeting,  holden  after  notice  given,  at  which 
the  candidates  attend,  and  the  election  is  decided  by  a majority  of  the  gover- 
nors and  assistants  present.  The  persons  thus  chosen  are  such  as  are  not  in 
the  receipt  of  parochial  relief. 

There  is  a garden  behind  the  almshouses,  a small  part  of  which  is  divided 
amongst  the  inhabitants  thereof,  but  the  residue,  containing  more  than  half 
an  acre,  is  in  the  occupation  of  William  Webster,  esq.  as  tenant,  who  pays  in 
respect  thereof  a yearly  l'ent  of  31.  amongst  the  almspeople,  to  which  amount  it 
was  raised  from  2/.  85.  some  years  ago.  Mr.  Webster  states  that  the  present 
rent  is  the  full  value  of  the  garden  thus  held  by  him,  but  we  are  informed  by 
other  persons  that  it  is  worth  not  less  than  5 /.  per  annum,  and  we  apprehend 
that  the  governors  and  assistants,  as  the  acting  trustees  of  this  almshouse,  ought 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  obtaining  a full  rent  for  this 
ground  for  the  benefit  of  the  almspeople,  either  from  Mr.  Webster  or  some  other 
tenant. 

The  meadow  (including  the  pingle)  in  Mappleton,  conveyed  by  the  deed 
of  1652,  part  of  which  is  divided  from  the  rest  of  it  by  the  brook  which 
runs  through  it,  contains  by  estimation  7 a.  and  is  now  in  the  occupation 
of  an  under-tenant  of  William  Tomlinson,  to  whom,  as  the  best  bidder  at  an 
auction  holden  for  letting  this  land  in  the  usual  manner,  a lease  thereof  was 
granted  by  the  governors  and  assistants  in  1822,  for  a term  of  14  years  from 
5th  April  in  that  year,  at  the  rent  of  18  /.  per  annum.  In  1813  a lease  of  this 
meadow  was  granted  by  auction  to  Edward  Allen,  for  14  years,  at  a very  high 
rent  of  42/.  105.  which  it  was  afterwards  found  necessary  to  reduce  to  32/., 
notwithstanding  which  the  lessee  became  insolvent,  and  a part  of  the  rent  due 
from  him  was  lost.  In  1822  the  governors  and  assistants  having  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  land,  granted  the  existing  lease  of  it.  We  are  informed  that 
the  present  rent  is  too  low,  and  that  the  meadow  is  worth  25  /.  per  annum. 
If  this  estimate  be  correct,  the  income  of  this  charity  will,  during  the  residue 
of  the  term  of  14  years,  granted  in  1822,  be  less  than  it  fairly  ought  to  be,  to 
the  amount  of  7 /.  per  annum,  which  tends  to  show  the  propriety  of  a bidding 
being  reserved  (as  we  have  already  suggested)  by  the  governors  and  assistants 
at  the  auctions  holden  for  letting  the  property  belonging  to  the  charities  under 
their  management, 
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Spalden's  Gift. — Nicholas  Spalden,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  lGth  April  1710, 
gave  to  the  governors  and  assistants  of  Ashborne  grammar-school,  and  their 
successors,  all  his  lands  in  Parwich,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  in  trust,  to  distri- 
bute the  profits  thereof  equally  amongst  the  poor  people  inhabiting  in  the  eight 
old  almshouses  in  Ashborne  yearly. 

The  lands  at  Parwich  derived  from  this  donor’s  charity  consist  of  three  closes, 
called  the  Thorns,  containing  13  a.  Or.  34  p.  now  in  the  occupation  of  William 
Ellis,  under  a lease  granted  to  him  by  the  governors  and  assistants  by  auction 
in  1825,  for  a term  of  14  years  from  24th  March  in  that  year,  at  the  rent 
of  42  /.  per  annum.  On  30th  September  in  the  same  year,  on  the  representa- 
tion of  the  tenant  that  he  could  not  conveniently  consume  the  produce  of  the 
land,  without  a building  on  the  same,  which  he  proposed  to  erect  at  his  expense 
on  being  allowed  3 /.  a year  out  of  his  rent  during  his  term,  it  was  ordered  by 
the  governors  and  assistants  that  such  allowance  should  be  made  to  him  when 
he  should  have  erected  a good  stone  building  on  the  land,  sufficient  for  the 
tying  up  of  cattle  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Isaac  Saint,  of  Parwich,  which  has 
been  accordingly  done,  and  the  rent  now  received  is  39  l.  per  annum,  which 
under  the  circumstances  is  considered  a fair  amount.  The  rent  at  which  these 
lands  were  held  under  the  lease  preceding  the  present  was  52/. 

The  rents  of  the  lands  at  Mappleton  and  Parwich,  belonging  to  these  alms- 
houses, amounting  together  at  this  time  to  57  /.  per  annum,  are  received  by 
Mr.  John  Lucas,  the  treasurer,  out  of  which  he  pays  to  each  of  the  almspeople 
2s.  6 d.  per  week,  making  in  the  whole  52  /.  per  annum,  and  the  remaining 
51.  of  the  rent  forms  a fund  for  repairing  the  almshouses,  and  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  letting  the  lands  from  time  to  time. 

In  1822,  in  consequence  of  the  reduction  of  the  rents  of  the  lands,  the  weekly 
allowance  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  almshouse  was  reduced  from  4 s.  to  3s.  3d. 
and  after  it  had  been  continued  at  that  rate  about  half  a year,  it  was  again 
reduced  to  2s.  6d.  its  present  amount. 

In  December  1826,  an  order  was  made  by  the  governors  and  assistants  for  the 
payment  of  10/.  out  of  the  surplus  of  Spalden’s  charity  hereinafter  mentioned, 
towards  the  repairs  of  Owfield’s  almshouses.  At  the  time  of  our  investigation, 
about  7 /•  of  this  sum  had  been  expended,  and  it  was  thought  that  about  20/. 
more  would  be  sufficient  to  complete  the  necessary  repairs.  On  the  accounts 
of  this  almshouse,  as  made  up  to  Lady-day  1827)  there  was  a balance  in  favour 
of  the  charity  of  8/.  4 s.  6d. 

James's  Gift. — Jane  James,  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  13th  July  1669,  and 
proved  at  Lichfield  I67O,  gave  to  Thomas  James,  her  nephew,  and  his  heirs, 
two  closes,  called  Dakin’s  Closes,  lying  in  Roston,  on  condition  that  he  and  his 
heirs  should  pay  to  eight  poor  people  inhabiting  iri  the  then  almshouse  in 
Ashborne  the  sum  of  5 s.  a-piece  yearly,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day. 

The  annual  sum  of  2 /.  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  John  Mould,  the  tenant  under 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Sedsor,  of  the  closes  at  Roston,  charged  therewith,  to  Mr. 

Lucas,  and  is  distributed  by  him  to  the  eight  inhabitants  of  these  almshouses  in 
sums  of  5 s.  to  each. 

Peters's  Gift. — It  appears  from  an  entry  in  the  parish-register  of  Ashborne, 
that  Richard  Peters,  who  was  buried  27th  September,  1708,  by  his  will  gave  out 
of  his  lands  in  the  parish  of  Uttoxeter  the  yearly  sum  of  4/.  to  be  distributed 
to  the  eight  poor  people  of  the  old  almshouses  every  Midsummer-day. 

This  annual  sum  of  4/.  is  now  paid  by  John  Harrison,  esq.  as  the  owner 
of  an  estate  at  Uttoxeter,  late  the  property  of  Edmund  Evans,  esq.  to 
Mr.  Lucas,  and  is  distributed  by  him  amongst  the  eight  almspeople,  in  sums 
of  10s.  to  each. 

Paul  Taylor's  and  George  Taylor's  Gifts. — These  almspeople  also  receive  the 
annual  sums  of  2 s.  6d.  each  from  Paul  Taylor’s  charity,  and  1 s.  each  from 
George  Taylor’s  charity,  the  particulars  of  both  of  which  will  be  hereinafter 
stated. 

Christopher  Pegg’s  Almshouses,  and  Charity  for  the  Poor. 

Christopher  Pegg,  whose  devise  for  the  benefit  of  the  head-master  and 
under-master  of  the  grammar-school  of  Ashborne  has  been  already  stated  in 
the  account  of  that  school,  by  his  Will  in  1669  gave  to  the  before-mentioned 
German  Pole,  Gervas  Bennett,  and  John  Buxton,  and  their  heirs,  his  house  in  the 
Church-street,  in  Ashborne,  with  the  barns,  buildings,  stables,  orchards,  gardens 


Derby.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  23 

and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  then  in  his  own  possession,  and  formerly  Ashborne. 

the  inheritance  of  his  cousin,  George  Eyre,  in  trust,  that  they  or  the  survivors  

or  survivor  of  them,  or  their  heirs,  should  within  three  years  after  his  decease  cl^ristoPher  Peg 
alter  and  pull  down  the  same  house,  and  all  or  any  of  the  buildings  thereunto  Charity  for  the  P^r 
belonging,  and  new  erect,  instead  thereof,  six  almshouses  for  six  poor  old  persons  continued. 
inhabiting  in  the  town  of  Ashborne,  to  be  placed  therein  by  the  governors  and 
assistants,  and  their  successors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  for  the  time  being, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  his  said  trustees  ; and  he  directed  that  from  and 
after  the  death  or  other  departure  of  all  or  any  the  said  almshouse-people 
from  thence,  so  often  as  there  should  be  a vacancy  therein,  the  said  governors 
and  assistants,  and  their  successors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  with  the  consent 
of  his  said  trustees,  should  therein  place  new  ones,  being  inhabitants  of  the  said 
town  of  Ashborne.  And  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  almshouse-people  he 
gave  to  the  said  German  Pole,  Gervas  Bennett,  and  John  Buxton,  and  their 
heirs,  his  messuage,  farm  or  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Ashover  and 
Wingerworth  aforesaid,  or  one  of  them,  then  in  the  possession  of  Matthew 
Briddon,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  within  one  year  after  his  decease  convey 
and  assure  to  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  and  their  successors,  the  same 
premises  in  possession  of  Matthew  Briddon ; and  he  directed  that  the  said 
governors  and  assistants  should  pay  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  yearly,  for  ever, 
at  Martinmas  and  Whitsuntide,  by  even  portions,  and  by  equal  dividends,  to 
the  said  six  almshouse-people  for  the  time  being,  for  their  maintenance ; and 
he  gave  to  the  same  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  his  other  messuage,  farm  and 
tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Ashover  and  Wingerworth,  or  one  of 
them,  then  in  the  possession  of  William  Needham,  to  the  intent  that  they,  or 
the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  and  their  heirs,  should  within  one  year  after 
his  decease  convey  and  assure  the  same  to  the  said  governors  and  assistants, 
and  their  successors  ; and  he  directed  that  in  such  conveyance  it  should  be 
expressed  that  one  half  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  should  for  ever  yearly 
be  paid  at  Martinmas  and  Whitsuntide  to  the  said  six  almshouse-people  for  the 
time  being,  by  equal  dividends  amongst  them,  and  that  the  other  half  part  of 
the  rents  and  profits  of  the  last-mentioned  messuage  and  farm  in  William 
Needham’s  possession  should  yearly,  for  ever,  be  paid  and  distributed  by  the 
said  governors  and  assistants,  or  their  successors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to 
the  most  indigent  and  poor  sort  of  people  of  the  said  town  of  Ashborne,  where 
they  should  think  it  most  convenient  and  needful.  And  he  gave  to  his  cousin, 
the  said  German  Pole,  and  his  heirs,  his  mill  called  Mercaston  Mill,  with  the 
house  and  the  Green  Mill  Holme,  and  Mill  Meadow,  and  the  closes  in 
the  possession  of  Widow  Dudd,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Ravensdale  Park. 

We  have  also  given  an  abstract  of  the  deed  whereby  the  governors  and 
assistants  in  1777,  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1772, 
conveyed  to  Henry  Gladwin,  esquire,  the  estates  in  Wingerworth  and  Ashover, 
given  by  this  donor  in  exchange  for  an  estate  in  the  parish  of  Brailsford, 
a certain  portion  of  which,  of  the  yearly  value  of  60/.  2 s.,  was  thereby  vested 
in  the  governors  and  assistants,  as  trustees  of  the  almshouses  founded  by 
Christopher  Pegg.  The  present  rent  of  the  estate  at  Brailsford  is  229/.,  three 
fifths  of  which,  amounting  to  137/.  8s.,  are  carried  to  the  account  of  this  charity. 

Pole's  Gift. — By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  1st  and  2d 
April  1685,  between  William  Sacheverell,  esq.  and  Gilbert  Mundy,  gent,  of 
the  one  part,  and  the  governors  and  assistants  of  the  free  grammar-school 
of  Ashborne,  of  the  other  part,  reciting,  that  German  Pole,  by  his  Will,  bearing 
date  6th  October,  34  Car.  2,  after  stating  that  his  cousin,  Christopher  Pegg,  had 
voluntarily  given  a parcel  of  ground  lying  near  Mercaston  Mill-dam,  being  part 
of  Ravensdale  Park,  to  him  the  said  German  Pole  and  his  heirs,  gave  the  same 
to  the  said  William  Sacheverell  and  Gilbert  Mundy,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust, 
to  convey  the  said  lands  to  the  governors  and  assistants  of  the  school  and 
almshouse,  or  hospital,  in  Ashborne,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  within  six 
months  after  his  decease,  which  said  almshouse  the  said  Christopher  Pegg 
ordered  to  be  built ; and  the  said  German  Pole  stated  that  he  intended  the  said 
land  for  an  augmentation  and  increase  of  the  yearly  allowance  to  those  poor 
people  that  were  placed  in  the  said  almshouse  to  be  yearly  equally  divided 
amongst  them,  share  and  share  alike  ; provided  that  it  should  be  lawfi'd  for  him 
the  said  German  Pole,  and  his  heirs,  to  dig  gravel  and  other  necessaries  for 
repairing  the  said  mill-dam,  and  for  floytering  in  the  said  dam  ; It  was  wit- 
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Ashborn<*.  nessed,  that  the  said  William  Sacheverell  and  Gilbert  Mundy,  in  performance 

of  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  the  said  German  Pole,  conveyed  to  the  said 

C Almshouses  and S governors  and  assistants,  and  their  successors,  the  aforesaid  parcel  of  ground 
Charity  for  the  Poor,  lying  near  Mercaston  Mill-dam,  to  the  uses  expressed  in  the  will  of  the  said 
continued.  German  Pole,  reserving  to  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  the  said  German  Pole  the 
v v- ; liberty  to  dig  gravel,  &c.  mentioned  in  his  will. 

King  Charles  2d,  by  letters  patent,  in  the  36th  year  of  his  reign,  on  the 
petition  of  Anne  Pole,  widow,  and  John  Musters,  esq.  executors  of  German 
Pole,  and  William  Sacheverell,  and  Gilbert  Mundy,  trustees  of  the  said  German 
Pole,  and  John  Buxton,  surviving  trustee  of  Christopher  Pegg,  esq.  in  order 
that  the  charities  given  by  the  respective  wills  of  the  said  -German  Pole  and 
Christopher  Pegg  might  be  received,  granted  license  to  the  governors  and  assist- 
ants of  Ashborne  school  to  take  lands,  &c.  from  any  persons  for  the  use  of  the 
said  school,  or  for  any  other  charitable  uses,  not  exceeding  50/.  a year,  the  Sta- 
tutes of  Mortmain  notwithstanding ; and  also  license  to  all  persons  to  grant 
such  lands,  &c.  to  them  ; and  his  Majesty  thereby  confirmed  the  letters  patent 
granted  to  the  said  governors  and  assistants  by  Queen  Elizabeth. 

The  property  derived  from  German  Pole’s  gift  consists  of  several  closes 
lying  near  Mercaston  Mill,  in  the  parish  of  Mugginton,  called  Coppey  Bank, 
the  Poor  Close,  the  Nether  Three  Acres,  the  Over  Three  Acres,  the  Five  Acres, 
the  Six  Acres,  and  the  Bottoms,  and  an  allotment  made  on  the  Hulland  Ward 
Inclosure,  the  whole  containing  by  survey  29  a.  0 n.  30 1\,  now  in  the  occupation 
of  William  Haynes,  under  a lease  granted  to  him  by  the  governors  and  assistants 
for  a term  of  11  years  from  5th  April  1822,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  36/.,  which 
is  stated  to  be  the  fair  value  of  the  estate.  Before  the  present  lease  was 
granted  the  rent  was  52/. 

The  almshouses,  which  are  situate  in  Church-street,  consist  of  six  dwellings, 
inhabited  by  six  poor  widows  or  widowers  of  the  township  of  Ashborne.  There 
is  a garden  in  front  of  the  almshouses,  which  is  divided  amongst  them  ; and  there 
is  an  adjoining  garden,  containing  about  a quarter  of  an  acre,  in  the  occupation 
of  William  Walker,  esq.  for  which  he  pays  a rent  of  2/.  2 s.  per  annum  equally 
amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  almshouses.  These  almshouses  are  in  very 
good  repair,  about  200/.  having  been  expended,  in  1820,  in  repairing  and 
improving  them. 

The  mode  of  choosing  the  almspeople  on  this  and  the  other  foundations  has 
been  already  stated  ; but  as  those  in  Pegg’s  almshouse  enjoy  greater  advan- 
tages than  those  in  Owfield’s,  it  has  been  usual,  on  the  occurrence  of  a vacancy 
in  the  former,  to  fill  it  up  with  the  person  who  has  been  the  longest  time  in 
the  latter. 

The  income  of  this  charity,  arising  from  the  rents  of  the  Brailsford  and 
Mercaston  estates,  amounting  to  173/.  8s.,  is  received  by  Mr.  Lucas,  the 
treasurer,  who  pays  to  the  six  almspeople  8s.  each  per  week,  amounting  to 
124/.  16s.  per  annum.  The  weekly  allowance  to  each  was  reduced  in  April 
1822,  by  an  order  of  the  governors  and  assistants,  from  10  s.  to  its  present 
amount,  on  account,  as  we  are  informed,  of  the  diminution  of  the  rents,  and  of 
its  being  considered  necessary  to  reserve  a fund  for  building  a barn  on  the 
Mercaston  estate.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry  (July  1827)  there  was,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  reservation,  a balance  in  hand  of  140/.  17^.  Id.,  which  it 
was  intended  to  apply  to  the  purpose  of  building  the  barn. 

All  the  repairs  of  these  almshouses  are  defrayed  out  of  the  rents,  and  an 
annual  sum  of  5 /.  is  received  by  Mr.  Lucas,  being  one  moiety  of  his  salary  as 
treasurer,  which  it  has  been  thought  proper  by  the  governors  and  assistants  to 
pay  out  of  this  fund. 

An  annual  sum  of  4/.  Is.  8 d.  has  been  for  a considerable  length  of  time 
distributed  out  of  the  rents  of  this  charity  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  amongst  poor 
people  of  the  town  of  Ashborne,  by  a person  appointed  by  the  governors  and 
assistants,  according  to  a list  approved  of  by  them.  In  the  rental  of  1670 
before  referred  to  in  the  account  of  the  grammar-school,  the  rent  of  the 
farm  in  the  possession  of  Matthew  Briddon,  which  was  given  by  Christopher 
Pegg’s  will  for  the  support  of  his  almshouse,  is  stated  to  be  21  /.  10s. ; and 
the  rent  of  the  farm  in  the  possession  of  William  Needham,  given  one  half 
for  the  almshouse  and  the  other  half  for  a distribution  to  the  poor  of  the 
town  of  Ashborne,  is  stated  to  be  8/.  3s.  4>d.  The  present  amount  of  the 
yearly  distribution  to  the  poor  was  therefore  originally  one  moiety  of  the 
5 last- 
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last-mentioned  rent,  being  the  proper  proportion  applicable  to  such  distribution.  Ashborne. 

But  it  would  seem  that  when  the  income  of  the  charity  was  improved,  the  . 

donor’s  appropriation  of  the  rents  was  not  adverted  to,  in  consequence  of  which  C Al mshouses^^fcT 
the  distribution  has  continued  of  an  unvaried  amount  to  the  present  time.  It  Charity  for  the  Poor 
appears  to  us,  however,  that  a fair  proportion  of  the  yearly  income  of  137/.  8 s.,  continued. 

now  derived  from  the  estate  at  Brailsford,  ought  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  1 

of  the  town,  and  that  such  proportion,  calculated  on  the  comparative  value 
of  the  farms  formerly  held  by  Briddon  and  Needham  respectively,  would 
amount  to  18/.  18s.  2 d.  per  annum.  And  we  apprehend  that  the  income  of 
the  charity  (including  German  Pole’s  gift)  will  be  sufficient  to  provide  for  a 
continuance  of  the  weekly  allowances  to  the  almspeople,  according  to  their 
present  scale,  of  8 s.  per  week,  and  for  a distribution  to  the  poor  to  the  above- 
mentioned  amount. 

The  governors  and  assistants  not  having  in  their  possession  any  copy  or 
extract  of  Christopher  Pegg’s  will  (which  has  been  found  since  the  time  of  our 
inquiry  in  the  Register  of  the  Prerogative  Court,  and  which  is  not  set  forth 
either  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  1772,  or  in  the  deed  of  1777)>  were  not 
aware  of  this  provision  for  a distribution  of  a proportion  of  the  rents  to  the 
poor  of  the  town. 

Spalden’s  Almshouses,  and  other  Charities. 

Nicholas  Spalden,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  l6th  April  1710,  gave  to  the  Spalden’s  Alms- 
governors  and  assistants  of  the  free  grammar-school  of  Ashborne,  and  their  bouses,  and  other 
successors  for  ever,  all  his  lands  in  Parwich,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  in  trust,  Charities, 
to  distribute  the  profits  thereof  equally  amongst  the  poor  people  inhabiting  in 
the  eight  old  almshouses  in  Ashborne,  yearly  ; and  he  gave  to  Nathaniel 
Boothouse,  clerk,  vicar  of  the  parish  church  of  Ashborne,  and  his  successors, 
a yearly  sum  of  8/.,  the  vicar  of  the  said  parish-church  for  the  time  being  reading 
divine  service  morning  and  evening  every  Wednesday  and  Friday  throughout 
the  year.  And  he  gave  to  Samuel  Dakeyne,  clerk,  a yearly  rent  of  SI.,  he 
reading  divine  service  morning  and  evening  every  day  in  the  week  next  pre- 
ceding the  first  Sunday  in  every  month,  and  preaching  a sermon  in  the  said 
parish-church  of  Ashborne  on  the  last  Friday  in  every  month,  preparatory  to 
the  receiving  of  the  sacrament,  or  otherwise,  as  he  should  think  meet.  And 
he  gave  to  such  person  as  should  thereafter  be  lecturer  in  the  said  parish- 
church,  after  the  said  Samuel  Dakeyne,  a yearly  sum  of  8/.  And  he  gave  to 
the  person  appointed  to  ring  the  bell  on  those  occasions,  20s.  a year.  And  he 
gave  to  John  Beresford,  esq.,  Clement  Rossington,  and  John  Compton,  and 
their  heirs,  340/.,  to  be  paid  within  six  months  after  his  death  by  his  executors, 
with  interest ; and  desired  the  said  trustees  therewith  to  make  a purchase,  or 
set  the  same  forth  to  interest,  and  therewith  to  pay  the  said  sums  so  given  to 
the  vicar,  lecturer,  and  bell-ringer,  and  their  successors  for  ever.  And  he 
directed  that  if  the  vicar  or  lecturer  for  the  time  being  should  neglect  to  per- 
form the  offices  by  him  desired,  or  if  any  difference  should  arise,  so  that  the 
same  should  not  be  done  according  to  his  directions,  the  said  several  sums  so 
to  them  given  should  be  paid  by  his  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing; viz.  to  the  poor  of  Snelstone,  40s.  a year;  to  the  poor  of  Clifton, 

20s.  ; to  the  poor  of  the  three  Mathfields,  40s. ; and  to  the  poor  of  Map- 
pleton,  20s.  a year ; and  that  the  rest,  being  11  /.,  should  be  laid  forth  in  coals, 
and  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of  Ashborne  in  the  winter  season,  as  they 
should  think  needful. 

He  also  gave  to  the  governors  and  assistants  of  the  free  grammar-school  of 
Ashborne,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  all  his  messuages,  lands,  tenements 
and  hereditaments  in  the  city  of  Dublin  or  elsewhere  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  on  trust,  to  cause  10  almshouses  to  be  built  within  the  town  of 
Ashborne,  in  some  convenient  place,  and  to  purchase  lands  to  build  the  said 
almshouses  thereon ; and  with  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  messuages, 
lands,  &c.  to  maintain  and  repair  the  said  almshouses ; and  as  soon  as  they 
should  be  inhabited,  to  pay  weekly  to  every  person  therein  settled,  2s.  6d.  on 
every  Saturday  in  the  forenoon,  and  to  deliver  to  every  such  person  once  in 
the  year,  on  the  Feast  of  St.  Thomas,  a new  gown  of  the  value  of  20s. 

And  after  the  respective  deaths  of  five  persons  mentioned  in  his  will,  to 
whom  he  had  in  a former  part  thereof  given  annuities  payable  out  of  his 
personal  estate,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  67  /.  per  annum,  he  gave  to  the 
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said  governors  and  assistants  all  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate,  on  trust,  in 
Alms-  the  first  place,  to  purchase  lands  of  inheritance,  and  then  to  build  thereon 
other  a schoolhouse  for  the  instruction  of  30  poor  young  boys,  children  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  town  of  Ashborne,  until  they  should  be  fit  to  go  to  the  free-school 
of  Ashborne,  and  on  trust  that  there  should  be  paid  to  the  master  that  should 
instruct  such  boys,  10/.  yearly  ; and  that  there  should  be  lands  of  inheritance 
purchased,  whereon  another  schoolhouse  should  be  built  for  the  instruction  of  30 
poor  young  girls,  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  ; and  that  to  the 
intent  that  they  might  be  instructed  to  sew,  knit  and  read,  until  they  should  be 
12  years  old,  and  no  longer,  there  should  be  paid  to  the  mistress  that  should 
instruct  such  girls  10/.  yearly. 

And  he  directed,  that  after  all  the  before-mentioned  legacies  and  bequests 
were  performed,  in  case  there  should  remain  any  surplus  of  his  estate,  there 
should  be  with  such  surplus  purchased  by  the  said  governors  and  assistants 
lands  of  inheritance,  and  that  on  the  lands  so  to  be  purchased  four  neat  and 
pretty  houses  should  be  built  for  entertaining  the  widows  of  four  clergymen  of 
the  church  of  England  ; and  after  such  houses  should  be  built  and  prepared  to 
be  inhabited,  he  directed  that  there  should  be  paid  to  each  such  widow  inhabit- 
ing them  10/.  yearly,  such  payment  to  continue  so  long  as  such  woman  should 
remain  a widow ; and  if  any  surplus  of  his  estate  should  remain  after  all  his 
legacies  and  bequests  were  performed  and  made  good,  he  gave  the  same  to  the 
said  governors  and  assistants  to  be  disposed  of  by  them  for  the  public  benefit 
of  the  town  of  Ashborne,  and  directed  that  they  should  give  an  account  in 
writing  of  their  management  and  transactions  every  year,  on  Easter  Tuesday, 
at  the  public  meeting  in  the  church,  to  be  read  and  perused  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Ashborne.  And  he  appointed  his  wife  Dorothy  Spalden,  his  sister 
Elizabeth  Figges,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Taylor,  executors  of  his  will. 

The  particulars  have  been  already  stated  of  the  lands  at  Parwich  given  by 
this  donor’s  will  for  the  support  of  the  eight  old  almshouses  in  Ashborne,  being 
those  which  were  founded  by  Roger  and  Thomasin  Owfield. 

The  following  statement  of  the  circumstances  which  took  place  after  the 
donor’s  death  relative  to  the  establishment  of  the  other  charities  mentioned  in 
his  will,  is  collected  from  copies  of  the  proceedings  in  the  court  of  Chancery, 
deeds  and  other  documents  in  the  possession  of  the  governors  and  assistants. 

In  1714,  an  information  was  exhibited  in  the  court  of  Chancery  by  the 
Attorney-general,  at  the  relation  of  the  governors  and  assistants  of  the  free 
grammar-school  of  Ashborne,  and  others,  against  the  said  Dorothy  Spalden, 
Elizabeth  Figges,  and  Thomas  Taylor,  the  executors  of  the  saidNicholas  Spalden, 
John  Spalden  his  nephew  and  heir  at  law,  and  others ; in  which  information  it 
was  stated  that  the  testator,  after  making  his  will,  purchased  freehold  estates  in 
England  of  the  yearly  value  of  150/.  whereby  he  contracted  debts  to  the 
amount  of  2,400/.,  for  which  he  entered  into  mortgages  and  bonds,  which  were 
due  at  his  death  in  November  1713  : That  the  defendant  John  Spalden  took 
possession  of  the  estates  so  purchased ; and  that  the  executors  possessed  his 
personal  estate,  and  certain  leasehold  estates  in  Middlesex,  and  took  possession 
of  his  estate  in  Dublin  : That  the  testator  had  set  out  ground  of  his  own  near 
Ashborne  churchyard,  whereon  to  build  the  almshouses  directed  by  his  will  to  be 
built,  and  had,  after  the  making  of  his  will,  built  two  houses  on  lands  of  his  own, 
or  purchased  for  that  purpose,  wherein  he  had  placed  a master  and  mistress, 
and  had  paid  them  10/.  a year  a-piece  for  teaching  poor  boys  and  girls;  and  the 
information  prayed  for  a discovery  of  the  testator’s  estate,  and  that  the 
charities  might  be  established. 

A bill  was  also  exhibited  by  the  testator’s  executors  against  the  said  John 
Spalden,  the  governors  and  assistants,  and  others ; and  another  bill  by  the  said 
John  Spalden  against  the  executors,  the  governors  and  assistants,  and  the  Attor- 
ney-general. After  answers  put  in  and  examinations  of  witnesses,  these  causes 
were  heard  together  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  ordered  that  it  should 
be  referred  to  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  court  to  take  an  account  of  the 
testator’s  personal  estate,  and  the  rents  and  profits  of  his  real  estate,  and 
of  all  his  debts  ; and  that  his  debts  should  be  paid  without  abatement,  and 
that  his  legacies  should  be  paid,  and  his  charities  made  good  out  of  his  estates, 
if  equal  thereto and  if  the  specialty  creditors  should  exhaust  the  personal 
estate,  then  the  simple-contract  creditors,  and  the  charities  and  legatees,  were 
to  stand  in  the  place  of  the  specialty  creditors,  to  receive  out  of  the  real  estate 
. what 
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what  should  be  so  exhausted  of  the  personal,  but  that  this  was  not  to  extend  to 
the  residue  given  to  the  governors  and  assistants  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit 
of  the  town  of  Ashbome,  or  to  make  any  benefit  to  the  executors.  And  his 
lordship  was  of  opinion  that  two  deeds  produced,  with  a paper  affixed,  whereon 
was  written  by  the  testator  “ my  lease  and  deed  for  the  charity-school  at  Ash- 
“ borne  and  another  paper,  whereon  was  written,  “ charges  for  ground  and 
« building  the  poor  man’s  charity-school  ” were  a specific  appointment  of  the 
lands  comprised  in  those  deeds.  And  it  was  ordered  that  the  Master  should 
tax  all  the  parties  their  costs,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  testator’s  estate. 

In  171 8 the  governors  and  assistants  obtained  possession  of  the  testator’s 
estate  in  Dublin,  part  whereof  had  been  previously  let  to  Joseph  Leeson  at  70  /. 
and  the  residue  to  Thomas  Litton  at  43/.  10  s.  per  annum,  Irish  money,  by 
leases  made  by  the  testator. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  7th  and  8th  April  1722, 
between  John  Spalden,  nephew  and  heir  of  the  said  Nicholas  Spalden,  and 
Thomas  Barnes  (the  latter  of  whom  appears  to  have  claimed  an  interest  in 
the  property  as  a purchaser  from  the  said  John  Spalden,  and  was  made  a party 
to  the  said  suit  of  the  Attorney-general  against  Spalden  and  others,)  of  the  one 
part,  and  the  governors  and  assistants  of  the  free  grammar-school  of  Ashborne, 
of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  said  devise  by  the  said  Nicholas  Spalden,  of  the 
said  premises  in  Dublin  ; and  that  the  said  testator,  after  making  his  will, 
purchased  from  William  Goodread  and  others  the  piece  of  land  thereinafter 
mentioned,  with  intent  to  erect  thereon  the  almshouses  in  the  said  will  men- 
tioned, but  died  before  the  same  was  done,  and  reciting  the  proceedings  in 
the  said  suit ; and  that  John  Beresford,  one  of  the  governors  of  the  said  school, 
being  appointed  receiver  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  Irish  estate,  had 
in  his  hands  part  thereof,  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  purchase  of  the  close 
thereinafter  mentioned ; and  that  thereupon  the  said  governors  and  assistants 
had  contracted  with  the  said  John  Spalden  and  Thomas  Barnes  to  purchase  of 
them  the  said  close,  for  erecting  thereon  the  almshouses  directed  to  be  built 
by  the  said  will,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  in  them  reposed,  the  said  John 
Spalden  and  Thomas  Barnes,  for  the  ends  aforesaid,  and  in  consideration  of 
40/.  paid  by  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  being  part  of  the  money 
received  out  of  the  said  Irish  estate,  conveyed  to  the  said  governors  and 
assistants  of  the  said  school,  and  their  successors,  a close  situate  in  Ashborne, 
called  Kenton’s  Croft,  with  the  barn  thereon,  on  trust  for  erecting  almshouses 
thereon,  according  to  the  trust  in  them  reposed. 

On  the  land  thus  purchased  the  governors  and  assistants  built  ten  alms- 
houses, the  cost  of  which  was  upwards  of  700  /.  which  they  borrowed  at  interest; 
and  it  appears  that  they  applied  the  rents  of  the  Irish  estate  in  the  payment  of 
a yearly  sum  of  50/.  given  by  the  donor’s  wTill  to  Dorothy  Spalden  for  her  life, 
and  in  the  discharge  of  the  interest  and  the  reduction  of  the  principal  of  the 
debt  thus  contracted. 

On  23d  October  1730,  the  Master,  to  whom  the  above-mentioned  causes 
were  referred,  made  his  report,  in  schedules  annexed  to  which  he  set  forth  the 
accounts  which  he  had  taken  of  the  testator’s  estate ; and  he  stated  that 
the  said  Dorothy  Spalden  and  Thomas  Taylor  had  remaining  in  their  hands, 
after  the  allowance  of  debts,  legacies,  and  funeral  and  testamentary  charges, 
032/.  12«.  3 -yd.  and  that  he  had  respited  the  taxing  of  the  plaintiff’s  and  defen- 
dant’s costs,  in  regard  there  would  be  a further  account  of  monies  lately 
received  by  the  said  Thomas  Taylor,  arising  by  the  sale  of  certain  shares  of 
waterworks  therein  mentioned  ; which  report  was  afterwards  confirmed. 

The  said  Dorothy  Spalden  and  Thomas  Taylor  having  died,  the  first-men- 
tioned cause  was  revived  against  Mary  Taylor  and  John  Taylor,  the  executors 
of  Thomas  Taylor,  which  Mary  Taylor  was  also  the  executrix  of  Dorothy 
Spalden. 

On  29th  June  1736  an  order  was  made  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
whereby,  after  stating  that  the  estate  of  Nicholas  Spalden  in  Dublin  consisted 
of  several  houses  and  gardens,  that  the  houses  were  in  so  a ruinous  a condition 
that  they  could  scarcely  be  made  habitable  without  being  rebuilt  ; that  the 
estate  had  been  many  years  on  lease,  part  to  Joseph  Leeson,  at  70/.,  and  the 
residue  to  Thomas  Litton,  at  43/.  10  s.  a year;  that  their  leases  expiring  at  May- 
day  1735,  the  relators  had  treated  with  them  about  granting  new  leases  ; and 
that  they  had  proposed,  as  the  houses  must  be  rebuilt,  to  have  fee-farm  leases 
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Ashborne.  °ranted  to  them  at  the  former  rents ; that  by  an  order  of  the  court  of  24th 

S aldenVAlnis-  April  1735,  it  was  referred  to  the  Master  to  examine  into  these  proposals,  and 

houses,  and  other  that  he  reported  that  they  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  charity,  provided 

Charities,  the  lessees  were  obliged  to  lay  out  certain  sums  in  rebuilding  the  premises ; 

continued.  that  by  another  order  of  2d  August  1735,  it  was  ordered  that  the  relators 

— — - — * should  be  at  liberty  to  grant  such  leases  ; that  the  defendant  John  Taylor 

had  proposed  to  the  relators  to  take  a lease  of  the  said  estate  at  150/.  a year 
Irish  money,  and  to  lay  out  3,500/.  in  rebuilding  the  premises  ; that  by  an 
order  of  23d  January  1735-6  it  was  ordered  to  be  referred  back  to  the  Master 
to  see  whether  the  said  John  Taylor’s  proposal  was  more  beneficial  than  those 
of  Leeson  and  Litton,  and  that  the  Master  should  be  at  liberty  to  receive  other 
proposals  ; that  the  Master  by  his  report  of  the  4th  May  1736,  which  had  been 
confirmed,  certified  that  he  had  received  several  proposals  for  a fee-farm  lease, 
but  that  the  most  beneficial  was  the  said  John  Taylor’s,  which  was  to  take  a fee- 
farm  lease  of  the  estate  in  St.  Francis-street,  Dublin,  late  in  the  tenure  of 
Leeson  and  Litton  ; to  give  210/.  a year  English  money,  payable  at  Ashborne  ; to 
lay  out  3,500  /.  on  the  premises,  and  if  a portion  of  land  was  recovered  belong- 
ing to  the  estate,  in  the  possession  of  Michael  Boot,  comprised  in  the  late  lease 
to  Leeson  and  Litton,  or  one  of  them,  of  which  the  relators  were  not  in  posses- 
sion, but  the  title  thereof  was  controverted  by  them,  and  there  was  reason  to 
believe  that  it  might  be  recovered,  the  said  John  Taylor  proposed  to  pay  an 
additional  rent  of  40/.  when  put  into  quiet  possession  thereof,  and  to  give 
security  for  laying  out  the  3,500/.  as  should  be  approved  of  by  the  Master; 
it  was  therefore  ordered  that  a lease  should  be  granted  to  the  said  John 
Taylor  according  to  the  said  Master’s  report  of  4th  May  1736. 

In  pursuance  of  this  order  a fee-farm  lease,  bearing  date  31st  July  1736, 
was  granted,  whereby  the  said  governors  and  assistants  demised,  enfeoffed,  and 
granted  in  fee-farm  to  the  said  John  Taylor  and  his  heirs,  a parcel  of  ground 
or  garden-plot,  situate  in  St.  Francis-street,  Dublin,  containing  11  perches 
and  17  feet  in  breadth  in  front,  and  in  length  backwards  13  perches,  bounded 
as  therein  mentioned,  theretofore  let  at  the  yearly  rent  of  70 /.,  and  a piece  of 
ground  or  garden-plot  in  St.  Francis-street,  in  the  liberties  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  containing  in  front  in  breadth  9 perches  and  13  feet,  and  in  length 
14  perches  and  9 feet,  bounded  as  therein  mentioned  ; which  said  piece  of 
ground  (except  the  part  thereinafter  excepted)  was  theretofore  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  Thomas  Litton,  by  lease  made  by  the  said  Nicholas  Spalden  to  Robert 
Heath,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  60/.,  but  which  rent  had  been  reduced  to  43/.  10s. 
on  account  of  the  premises  thereinafter  excepted  ; and  all  the  buildings  erected 
on  the  said  piece  of  ground,  and  all  the  messuages,  lands,  &c.  late  the  inherit- 
ance of  Nicholas  Spalden,  situate  in  or  near  the  city  of  Dublin,  which  by  his 
will  were  devised  to  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  (except  so  much  of  the 
said  premises  as  were  in  the  tenure  of  Michael  Boot,  or  of  some  persons  claim- 
ing under  him,  containing  in  front  to  the  King’s  pavement  60  feet,  or  there- 
abouts,) to  hold  to  the  said  John  Taylor  and  his  heirs  in  fee-farm  to  the  use  of 
him  and  his  heirs,  at  the  clear  annual  rent  of  210/.  of  lawful  money  of  Great 
Britain,  to  be  paid  at  the  free  grammar-school  in  Ashborne,  by  half-yearly 
payments  at  Lady-day  and  Michaelmas  ; with  power  for  the  said  governors  and 
assistants,  in  case  the  rent  should  be  in  arrear  for  three  calendar  months  after 
either  of  the  said  feasts,  to  enter  and  distrain  upon  the  premises,  and  if  the 
rent  should  be  in  arrear  lor  five  calendar  months,  and  no  sufficient  distress 
could  be  found  upon  the  premises,  to  enter  upon  the  said  premises,  and  take 
the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  their  own  use  until  the  arrears  and  all  charges 
should  be  satisfied.  And  the  said  John  Taylor  covenanted  that  he  would 
within  five  years  after  the  date  of  the  said  deed  lay  out  3,500/.  viz.  2,000/. 
within  three  years  next  after  the  date  thereof,  and  the  residue  within  the  said 
five  years,  in  building  new  houses  and  buildings  on  the  demised  premises,  or  in 
repairing  such  edifices  as  then  were  thereupon.  And  after  reciting  that  there 
was  a certain  portion  of  ground  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  said  Nicholas 
Spalden,  and  comprised  in  the  lease  made  to  the  said  Robert  Heath,  and 
afterwards  vested  in  the  said  Thomas  Litton  and  thereinbefore  excepted,  and 
which  was  in  the  possession  of  the  said  Michael  Boot,  or  some  person  claiming 
under  him,  but  that  the  title  of  the  said  Michael  Boot,  was  controverted  by 
the  said  governors  and  assistants  who  had  a prospect  that  the  same  would  be 
recovered  for  their  use,  it  was  agreed  between  the  parties  to  the  said  deed. 
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and  the  said  governors  and  assistants  covenanted  with  the  said  John  Taylor, 
that  in  case  the  possession  of  the  said  premises  shordd  be  so  recovered,  they 
would  within  six  months  after  such  recovery  grant  the  same  premises  to  the 
said  John  Taylor  in  fee-farm,  subject  to  the  rent  of  40/.  Irish  money.  The 
said  John  Taylor  also  entered  into  a recognizance  for  laying  out  the  above- 
mentioned  sum  of  3,500/. 

It  appears  to  have  been  contended  by  the  defendants  John  Spalden  and 
Thomas  Barnes,  that  the  said  Irish  estate  having  been  devised  to  the 
governors  and  assistants,  on  trust,  to  cause  ten  almshouses  to  be  built,  to 
purchase  lands  to  build  the  same  thereon,  to  pay  weekly  to  each  person 
therein  2 s.  6d.,  and  to  deliver  to  such  persons  once  a year  a gown  value  20s., 
the  charge  whereof  amounted  only  to  7 51.  per  annum,  the  surplus  of  the  rents 
under  the  said  lease  being  135/.  per  annum,  belonged  to  the  defendant  John 
Spalden,  or  to  the  defendant  Thomas  Barnes,  as  having  purchased  his  interest,  by 
way  of  a resulting  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  testator’s  heir-at-law  ; and  that  on 
the  other  hand  it  was  insisted,  on  the  part  of  the  relators,  that  the  testator’s 
personal  estate  falling  short  to  answer  his  charitable  intentions  by  reason  of  the 
debts  contracted  by  him  in  purchasing  estates  after  making  his  will,  the  surplus 
of  the  Irish  estate,  or  so  much  thereof  as  should  be  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose, ought  to  be  applied  for  the  making  good  the  other  charities  given  by 
him ; and  that  the  deficiency  of  the  personal  estate  to  answer  the  charitable 
benefactions  was  occasioned  by  applying  great  part  of  the  same  to  pay  the 
testator’s  specialty-debts,  which  according  to  the  said  decree  ought  to  be  made 
good  out  of  the  testator’s  real  estates  purchased  after  making  his  will,  and 
which  amounted  to  upwards  of  2,000/. 

By  a Decree  made  in  the  said  cause  of  the  Attorney-General  against  Spalden 
and  others,  on  2d  July  1740,  it  was  referred  to  the  Master  to  inquire  whether 
land  had  been  purchased  to  build  the  ten  almshouses  directed  by  the  testator’s 
will,  and  whether  they  had  been  built,  and  at  whose  expense,  and  how  much 
had  been  laid  out  thereon.  And  it  was  decreed  that  all  expenses  relating 
thereto  should  be  paid  out  of  the  said  Irish  estate ; and  that  if  the  Master 
should  find  that  the  almshouses  were  built  with  money  borrowed  at  interest, 
he  should  take  an  account  of  such  interest,  and  that  the  same  should  be  paid 
out  of  the  Irish  estate ; and  the  Master  was  also  to  take  an  account  of  the 
number  of  almspeople  nominated  to  the  said  almshouses,  and  when,  and  by  whom 
nominated,  and  whether  they  had  their  weekly  allowances  and  gowns  yearly,  and 
how  much  was  in  arrear  to  the  almspeople  then  in  being,  and  that  the  arrears 
and  all  future  payments  should  be  paid  out  of  the  rents  of  the  Irish  estate.  And 
the  Master  was  also  to  inquire  whether  the  annuities  devised  by  the  testator  to 
the  vicar,  lecturer,  and  bell-ringer,  or  any  of  the  other  annuities  devised  by  the 
testator,  had  been  paid  ; and  it  was  decreed  that  all  arrears,  and  the  future  pay- 
ment of  the  said  annuities  should  be  paid  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  Irish  estate, 
if  the  testator’s  other  estates  should  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  same.  And  it 
was  also  decreed  that  340/.  should  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  which 
should  be  conveyed  co  trustees,  the  rents  and  profits  whereof  to  be  applied  to 
pay  the  before-mentioned  annuities  to  the  vicar,  lecturer,  and  bell-ringer  for 
the  time  being,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  said  340/.  should  be  placed  out 
at  interest  on  government  or  real  security,  and  the  interest  applied  for  the  same 
purpose  ; and  it  was  also  decreed,  that  the  salaries  of  10/.  a year  each,  devised 
to  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  of  the  school  built  by  the  testator,  and 
the  arrears  thereof,  should  be  paid  out  of  the  surplus  rents  of  the  Irish  estate, 
in  case  the  other  estates  should  not  be  sufficient  to  answer  the  same ; and  that 
the  governors  and  assistants  should  purchase  lands,  and  cause  four  neat  pretty 
houses  to  be  built  thereon,  as  directed  by  the  testator,  for  four  clergymens 
widows  of  the  Church  of  England ; and  that  when  the  land  should  be  pur- 
chased and  the  houses  built,  and  four  clergymens  widows  nominated  thereto  by 
the  governors  and  assistants,  there  should  be  allowed  to  each  widow  10/.  a year, 
and  that  the  purchase-money  of  the  land,  and  the  charges  of  building  the 
houses,  and  the  10/.  a year  to  each  widow,  should  be  paid  out  of  the  surplus 
rents  of  the  said  Irish  estate,  in  case  the  other  estates  should  not  be  sufficient 
to  answer  the  same;  and  that  if  any  surplus  of  the  testator’s  estate  should  remain 
after  payment  of  the  said  annuities  and  charities,  and  the  costs  of  the  suit,  the 
same  should  be  laid  out  yearly  by  the  governors  and  assistants  for  the  public 
benefit  of  the  town  of  Ashborne,  as  directed  by  the  testator.  And  the 
Rep.  19.  E governors 
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governors  and  assistants  were  to  lay  a scheme  before  the  Master  for  the  laying 
out  such  surplus ; and  the  Master  was  to  take  an  account  of  the  testator’s 
personal  estate  come  to  the  hands  of  the  defendants  Mary  Taylor  and  John 
Taylor.  And  it  was  decreed  that  they  should  pay  what  the  Master  should 
certify  to  be  due,  and  also  the  sum  of  632/.  12s.  S\d.,  the  balance  reported 
due  from  the  said  Thomas  Taylor  and  Dorothy  Spalden,  by  the  report  of  23d 
October  1730,  after  the  deduction  of  the  costs  thereinafter  mentioned,  into 
the  Bank  of  England,  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant-General,  to  the  account  of 
the  cause  of  Attorney-General  v.  Taylor.  And  it  was  ordered  that  all  parties, 
except  the  defendants  John  Spalden  and  Thomas  Barnes,  should  be  paid  their 
costs  of  that  suit  and  of  the  former  suits,  to  be  taxed  by  the  Master,  out  of  the 
testator’s  estate,  and  that  the  decree  should  be  binding  on  the  defendants  John 
Spalden  and  Thomas  Barnes,  unless  they  should  show  cause  against  the  same ; 
but  before  they  were  admitted  to  show  cause  they  were  to  pay  the  plaintiffs 
their  costs  for  that  day’s  default. 

By  a subsequent  decree  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  made  22nd  July  1741,  on  a 
re-hearing  obtained  by  the  said  John  Spalden  and  Thomas  Barnes,  on  payment 
of  the  said  costs  of  default,  the  decree  of  2nd  July  1740  was  confirmed,  except 
that  John  Spalden  was  allowed  his  costs  of  that  suit. 

In  an  entry  in  the  book  of  the  governors  and  assistants,  purporting  to  be  signed 
by  John  Taylor  and  by  Brook  Boothby,  and  nine  other  persons,  as  governors 
and  assistants,  it  is  stated  that  at  a meeting  held  ,5th  February  1742,  it  being 
proposed  as  an  amicable  agreement  between  the  governors  and  assistants  and 
the  Reverend  Dr.  John  Taylor,  on  behalf  of  himself,  and  Mrs.  Taylor  his 
mother,  as  the  executrix  of  Thomas  Taylor  and  of  Dorothy  Spalden,  to  put 
a final  end  to  all  further  disputes  and  expenses  in  law  and  equity  relating  to 
the  estate  of  the  said  Nicholas  Spalden,  and  the  taxation  of  the  bills  expended 
about  the  same,  the  bills  of  the  executors  amounting  to  upwards  of  1,000/., 
and  there  being;  severed  sums  due  from  them  on  accounts  settled  before  a 
Master  in  Chancery  touching  the  personal  estate  of  the  said  Nicholas  Spalden, 
it  was  therefore,  for  the  ending  of  such  disputes,  agreed  that  all  such  sums  as 
had  been  received  by  the  executors  from  the  said  estate,  or  as  were  reported  to 
be  due  from  them,  should  be  retained  in  lieu  of  all  such  costs  as  they  had 
expended  or  might  be  taxed  to  them  ; and  that  a proper  discharge  might  be 
made  by  order  of.  the  Court  of  Chancery,  if  the  court  should  think  fit,  but 
that  the  governors  and  assistants  should  bear  the  expense  of  obtaining  such 
order. 

After  the  termination  of  the  above-mentioned  proceedings  the  only  fund 
remaining  applicable  to  the  various  charitable  purposes  mentioned  in  the 
donor’s  will  (except  the  distribution  to  the  inhabitants  of  Owfield’s  almshouses, 
to  which  the  profits  of  the  lands  at  Parwich  were  appropriated),  consisted  of 
the  yearly  rent  of  210/.  payable  out  of  the  estate  at  Dublin,  under  the  fee- 
farm  lease  granted  to  John  Taylor  in  1736. 

Doubts  appear  to  be  entertained  by  some  of  the  present  inhabitants  of 
Ashborne  as  to  the  propriety  of  granting  that  lease.  We  are  not  enabled  to 
form  an  opinion  whether  the  circumstances  of  the  property  at  Dublin  were 
such  that  a building-lease  thereof  might  have  been  advantageously  granted  for 
a limited  term  ; but  with  respect  to  the  amount  of  the  rent,  it  appears  that  no 
proposal  was  received  by  the  Master  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  under  whose 
superintendance  the  letting  took  place,  so  beneficial  as  that  which  was  accepted ; 
and  at  all  events,  as  the  transaction  was  completed  under  the  sanction  of  that 
Court,  we  apprehend  it  to  be  clear  that  no  effectual  attempt  could  now  be  made 
to  set  the  lease  aside. 

In  the  fee-farm  lease  a parcel  of  ground  was  excepted,  as  being  in  the 
possession  of  Michael  Boot,  whose  title  thereto  is  therein  stated  to  be  contro- 
verted by  the  governors  and  assistants ; and  they  thereby  covenanted  that  if 
the  possession  thereof  should  be  recovered  they  woidd  grant  it  to  the  said  John 
Taylor,  in  fee-farm,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  40/.  In  the  answer  of  the  governors 
and  assistants  to  an  information  subsequently  filed  against  them  by  the  Attorney 
General,  at  the  relation  of  the  Rev.  William  Langley,  and  another,  as  here- 
inafter mentioned,  it  is  stated,  that  the  governors  and  assistants  had  made  some 
inquiries  concerning  the  title  to  this  parcel  of  ground ; that  they  had  been 
informed  that  the  Earl  of  Cavan  was  in  possession  and  in  the  receipt  of  the 
rents  thereof  before  Nicholas  Spalden’s  death ; that  the  Earl,  or  some  one 

claiming 
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claiming  under  him,  had  ever  since  been  in  possession  thereof;  and  that 
Nicholas  Spalden  never  was  in  possession  or  in  the  receipt  of  the  rents  thereof ; 
and  therefore  they  had  not  thought  it  proper  to  lay  out  any  money  in  any  suit 
to  obtain  possession  of  the  said  premises. 

It  is  also  stated  in  the  same  answer,  that  after  several  tedious  and  expensive 
proceedings  in  the  suit  relating  to  Spalden’s  estate,  it  appearing  that  the  whole 
surplus  of  that  estate  did  not  exceed  629/.  14s.  10  { d.,  the  governors  and  assist- 
ants being  satisfied  that  the  costs  of  Mrs.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Taylor,  which  were 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  estate,  would,  when  taxed,  greatly  exceed  that  sum,  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  them  to  allow  them  to  retain  that  sum  in  full  satisfac- 
tion of  their  costs,  which  was  much  for  the  benefit  of  the  residuary  devise  of 
the  surplus  of  Spalden’s  estate. 

The  last-mentioned  information  was  filed  against  the  governors  and  assistants, 
and  against  John  Allsop  and  others,  in  1754,  and  related  to  the  general  manage- 
ment of  the  charities  of  which  the  governors  and  assistants  were  trustees,  and 
more  particularly  to  the  case  of  the  Rev.  William  Langley,  who  had  been 
removed  by  them  from  the  situation  of  head-master  of  the  grammar-school. 

In  1758  a Decree  was  made  in  this  cause,  by  which  it  was  ordered  that  the 
Decree  in  the  former  suit  made  in  1741  should  be  carried  into  execution  ; and 
a reference  was  directed  to  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Court  to  take  an  account 
of  the  rent  of  Spalden’s  estate  received  by  the  governors  and  assistants,  or  by 
John  Allsop  the  elder,  and  of  the  rents  called  the  Field  Rents  hereinafter- 
mentioned  received  by  them,  and  for  various  other  purposes.  Reports 
were  made  by  the  Master  to  whom  the  cause  was  referred,  in  1760,  1760, 
and  1767* 

By  the  last  of  these  (to  which  alone  it  is  necessary  to  advert)  the  Master 
reported,  that  in  pursuance  of  an  order,  bearing  date  30th  July  1764  he  had 
considered  of  the  parties  bills  of  costs  beyond  those  already  taxed  and  paid ; 
that  he  had  taxed  the  relators  bills  of  cost  at  598/.  2s.  10 d.,  and  the  defendants, 
the  governors  and  assistants,  at  472/.  15  s.,  which  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
sums  reported  due  for  field-rents,  and  for  the  rents  of  Spalden’s  estate,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  annual  value  thereof:  That  the  field-rents  were  of  the  annual 
value  of  14/.,  being  one  sixteenth  part  of  the  annual  value  of  both  the  said 
estates:  That  he  had  apportioned  the  costs  accordingly,  and  found  that  the  sum 
of  37/.  7 s.  8 d.,  being  one  sixteenth  part  of  the  relators  costs,  and  the  sum  of 
29/.  10s.  lid.,  being  one  sixteenth  part  of  the  defendants  costs,  were  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  said  field-rents;  and  that  the  sum  of  560/.  15s.  2 d.  being  the  re- 
mainder of  the  relators  costs,  and  443/.  4s.  Id.  being  the  remainder  of  the 
defendants  costs,  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  rents  of  Spalden’s  estate.  And 
he  found  by  his  Report  in  that  cause  made  on  the  8th  July  1763,  that  there 
remained  due  from  the  defendant,  John  Allsop,  as  executor  of  his  father 
John  Allsop,  deceased,  on  the  balance  of  his  account  of  the  rents  of  the 
estate  devised  by  Nicholas  Spalden,  1,290/.  18  s.  9d.,  $md  on  the  balance  of  his 
accounts  of  the  field-rents  the  sum  of  226/.  Is.  3rd.  ; and  that  there  was  then 
due  to  him  for  fees  and  disbursements,  as  solicitor  for  the  said  defendants 
in  several  causes  antecedent  to  that  suit,  as  taxed,  the  sum  of  7 56/.  19s.  6d. ; 
and  that  he  conceived  one  sixteenth  part  of  the  said  bill,  being  the  sum  of 
47  /.  6 s.  2{  d.  ought  to  be  retained  out  of  the  said  sum  of  226  /.  1 s.  3 \ d.,  where- 
by the  same  would  be  reduced  to  178  /.  15  s.  Id.  ; and  that  he  conceived  the  re- 
mainder of  the  said  John  Allsop’s  bill,  being  the  sum  of  709/-  13  s.  3 id.  ought 
to  be  retained  out  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  1,290  /.  18s.  9 d.,  whereby  the  same 
would  be  reduced  to  581  /.  5 s.  5 \ d.,  with  which  said  sums  of  178 /.  15  s.  1 d., 
and  581/.  5 s.  5 Id.  he  had  charged  the  defendant  John  Allsop  as  the  balances, 
of  the  rents  of  the  said  respective  estates  remaining  in  the  hands  of  his  father 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  And  he  found  that  by  his  former  Report  there  remained 
due  from  the  defendants,  the  governors  and  assistants,  on  the  balance  of  their 
account  of  the  rents  of  the  estate  devised  by  the  said  Nicholas  Spalden,  the 
sum  of  475  /.  145.  91  d.,  and  on  the  balance  of  the  account  of  the  said  field-rents, 
381.  14s.  10d.;  and  he  found  that  the  said  sum  of  581/.  5s.  5}d.  remaining 
due  from  the  said  John  Allsop,  and  the  said  sum  of  47 5L  14s.  91  d.  would  bo 
more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  sums  of  560/.  15  s.  2d.,  and  443/.  4s.  Id.  men- 
tioned to  be  due  to  the  relators  and  to  the  defendants  for  their  costs,  by  the 
sum  of  53/.  Is.  O^d.,  which  was  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
Nicholas  Spalden’s  will.  And  he  found  that  the  sum  of  173/.  15s.  Id.  remain- 
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ing  clue  from  the  said  John  Allsop  as  executor  of  his  father,  on  account  of  the 
said  field-rents,  and  the  said  sum  of  38/.  14s.  10 d.,  remaining  due  from  the 
governors  and  assistants  on  account  of  said  field-rents,  would  be  more  than 
sufficient  to  pay  the  sums  of  37 1.  7 s.  3d.,  and  29/.  10s.  11  d.  therein  before 
mentioned  to  be  due  to  the  relators,  and  to  the  said  defendants  for  their  costs 
in  respect  of  the  said  field-rents,  by  the  sum  of  150/.  11s.  4 d.,  which  was 
to  be  applied  for  the  public  benefit  of  the  town  of  Ashborne.  And  the  relators, 
and  the  governors,  and  assistants,  having  laid  before  him  schemes  for  the  dis- 
position of  the  said  sum  of  531.  Is.  0 ±d.,  and  of  the  subsequent  rents  of 
Spalden’s  estate  from  the  foot  of  his  said  former  Report, and  also  for  the  dis- 
position of  the  said  sum  of  150/.  11s.  4 d.,  and  of  the  subsequent  field-rents 
from  the  foot  of  his  former  Report,  the  Master  found  that  the  relators  proposed, 
that  after  performance  of  the  particular  charities,  and  payment  of  the  perpetual 
annuities  given  by  Nicholas  Spalden’s  will  out  of  the  said  531.  1 s.  0 id.,  and 
out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  estate  devised  by  him,  the  sum  of  130/. 
should  be  applied  in  payment  of  the  like  sum  mentioned  in  his  Report  of  the 
9th  July  1764  to  have  been  borrowed  by  the  defendants,  the  governors  and 
assistants,  and  to  have  been  applied  by  them  towards  building  ten  almshouses, 
pursuant  to  the  srdd  testator’s  will ; and  that  they  further  proposed,  that  the 
residue  of  the  surplus  money  to  arise  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  Spalden’s 
estate,  after  payment  of  the  repairs  of  the  almshouses  and  schools  erected  in 
pursuance  of  his  will,  should  be  annually  applied  by  the  governors  and  assist- 
ants for  the  benefit,  encouragement,  and  employment  of  the  industrious  poor 
people  of  the  town  of  Ashborne,  not  receiving  alms,  in  such  manner  and  amongst 
such  objects  as  a majority  of  the  inhabitants  housekeepers  of  the  said  town, 
should  at  a vestry-meeting,  held  on  Easter  Tuesday  yearly,  appoint;  and  the  said 
relators  further  proposed,  that  the  said  sum  of  150/.  11  s.  4<d.,  and  the  subse- 
quent rents  and  profits  of  the  field-rents,  should  be  applied  by  the  governors 
and  assistants  in  the  same  manner ; and  the  Master  stated  that  he  approved  of 
such  scheme. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  Report  containing  this  scheme  for  the  future 
application  of  the  field-rents,  and  the  surplus  of  the  rents  of  Spalden’s  charity, 
was  ever  confirmed  by  the  court;  but  an  account,  dated  in  1771,  is  entered  in 
the  book  of  the  governors  and  assistants,  between  them  and  Mr.  John  Allsop, 
from  which  it  appears,  that  on  the  balance  of  his  receipts  and  disbursements  to 
that  time,  the  former  including  the  rents  of  Spalden’s  estate  to  Michaelmas 
1770,  and  the  latter  including,  in  addition  to  various  payments  for  costs,  a sum 
of  305/.  3s.  6d.,  paid  in  charitable  distributions  from  1768  to  1771,  and  a sum 
of  1,006/.  85.  9 d.  paid  for  the  charges  of  erecting  four  houses  for  clergymens 
widows,  as  directed  by  Spalden’s  will,  there  remained  a balance  due  to 
Mr.  John  Allsop  of  402/.  10-s.  9 id.,  which  was  ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
first  produce  of  Spalden’s  charity. 

The  four  houses  for  clergymens  widows  were  erected  in  Church-street, 
Ashborne,  on  the  site  of  an  old  building,  for  the  purchase  of  which  from  Jane 
Watson  an  order  was  made  by  the  governors  and  assistants  in  1752 ; the  consi- 
deration of  such  purchase  being  a sum  of  50/.,  an  annuity  of  10/.  for  the  life 
of  the  vendor,  and  the  use  of  a small  house  in  the  yard  belonging  to  the  same 
premises.  These  houses  have  gardens  behind  attached  to  them. 

The  rent  of  210/.  per  annum,  reserved  by  the  fee-farm  lease  of  1736  for  the 
estate  at  Dublin  given  by  Mr.  Spalden’s  will,  is  now  received  by  Mr.  Lucas  the 
•treasurer,  from  the  governors  of  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital,  in  that  city,  to  whom 
the  before-mentioned  Dr.  John  Taylor,  by  his  will  in  I78S,  gave  all  his  interest 
therein,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  fee-farm  rent. 

The  field-rents  hereinafter  mentioned,  amounting  to  14/.  8s.  3d.  per  annum, 
and  two  annual  sums  of  4/.  each,  the  one  derived  from  Hurt’s,  and  the  other  from 
Hanson’s  charity,  are  carried  to  the  same  account  as  the  rents  of  the  Dublin 
estate.  In  respect  of  the  various  branches  of  Spalden’s  charity  the  following 
yearly  payments  are  made  : 

1.  To  the  vicar  of  Ashborne  - - - - - £.  8 - - 

To  the  lecturer  of  ditto  - - - - - - 8 — - 

To  the  bell-ringer  1 - — 

We  are  informed  that  prayers  are  read  in  the  church  on  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays,  and  on  every  day  in  the  week  preceding  the  celebration  of  the  sacra- 
ment ; 
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ment ; and  that  there  is  a sermon  or  lecture  preached  every  Sunday  evening 
and  every  Friday. 

o.  To  the  ten  almspeople  in  Spalden’s  almshouses,  which  are  situate  near  the 
church-yard  of  Ashborne,  2s.  6d.  each  per  week,  making  in  the  whole  65/.,  and 
to  each  of  them  clothing  to  the  amount  of  1/.  in  lieu  of  a gown,  making  in  the 
whole  10/. 

These  almspeople  are  elected  by  the  governors  and  assistants  in  the  manner 
before  stated  in  the  account  of  Owfield’s  almshouse.  The  persons  appointed  to 
these  almshouses  are  married  men  belonging  to  the  town  of  Ashborne ; but 
when  an  almsman  dies,  his  widow  is  usually  permitted  to  remain  in  the  house 
in  which  her  husband  has  resided,  and  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  charity. 

3.  To  a schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  appointed  by  the  governors  and 
assistants,  10/.  each.  These  persons  occupy  the  two  small  houses  in  Church- 
street  before  mentioned.  The  master  undertakes  to  instruct  30  boys,  and  the 
mistress,  30  girls  freely,  in  reading,  and  the  children  are  sent  to  the  school  on 
application  either  to  a governor,  or  an  assistant,  but  at  the  time  of  our  inves- 
tigation there  were  not  more  than  10  or  IS  in  eacli  school.  The  want  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  candidates  for  admittance  into  these  schools  may  perhaps 
be  attributed  to  the  establishment  of  a National  School  at  Ashborne.  The 
schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  have  also  an  annual  allowance  of  coals  to  the 
amount  of  30s.  each. 
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4.  To  four  widows  of  clergymen  inhabiting  the  four  houses  in  Church-street 
before  mentioned,  10/.  each. 

These  widows  are  appointed  by  the  governors  and  assistants  as  vacancies 
occur,  without  any  restriction  as  to  what  has  been  the  place  of  residence  of 
their  deceased  husbands,  notice  being  given  of  such  vacancy  by  public  adver- 
tisement. 

The  ten  almshouses,  the  houses  of  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress,  and 
the  four  houses  of  the  clergymens  widows,  are  kept  in  repair  out  of  the  rent  of 
the  Dublin  estate. 


An  annual  sum  of  51.  is  paid  to  Mr.  Lucas  the  treasurer,  as  one  moiety  of 
bis  salary ; 1 /.  per  annum  is  paid  to  a person  for  taking  care  of  the  fire-engine 
belonging  to  the  town;  and  4 s.  is  paid  for  a room  at  each  meeting  of  the 
governors  and  assistants. 

A distribution  of  twopenny  loaves  is  also  made  every  Sunday  at  the  church  to 
poor  persons  of  the  township  of  Ashborne,  including  the  inhabitants  of  Owfield’s 
and  Spalden’s  almshouses,  by  the  parish-clerk,  under  the  direction  of  the 
governors  and  assistants.  The  number  of  weekly  loaves  thus  given  appears  to 
have  been  formerly  24,  but  to  have  varied  from  time  to  time.  For  the  last 
four  years  the  number  has  been  20,  and  the  annual  cost  thereof  8/.  136'.  4 d. 

A part  of  this  distribution  is  made  in  respect  of  the  yearly  sum  of  4/.,  being 
the  amount  (after  a deduction  of  1/.  for  land-tax)  of  the  annuity  of  5/., 
derived  from  Hurt’s  charity  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  given  to  be  laid  out  in 
12  twopenny  loaves  every  Sunday,  which  yearly  sum  has  been  (as  we  before 
stated)  carried  to  the  same  account  as  the  rents  of  Spalden’s  charity.  With 
respect  to  the  residue  of  this  distribution  of  bread,  it  is  stated  in  an  entry  in 
the  old  book  of  the  governors  and  assistants  in  1723,  that  Mr.  Beresford  the 
receiver  charged  himself  with  the  receipt  of  130/.  for  arrears  of  Hurt’s  annuity, 
the  interest  of  which  had  been  yearly  added  to  the  annuity  for  providing  weekly 
bread  ; that  that  sum,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  having  been  drawn  out  of 
Mr.  Beresford’s  hands  for  other  uses,  approved  of  by  the  governors  and  assistants, 
they  thought  it  reasonable  that  the  additional  as  well  as  the  original  charity 
should  be  continued  for  providing  4 5.  a week  in  twopenny  loaves,  to  be  dealt 
every  Sunday  at  the  church ; and  therefore,  for  making  up  yearly  what  the 
original  charity,  by  reason  of  taxes  and  otherwise,  and  the  growing  interest  of 
what  remained  of  the  principal  sum  received  by  Mr.  Beresford  (if  he  should 
continue  it  in  his  hands)  should  fall  short,  it  was  ordered  that  so  much  money 
should  be  yearly  paid  out  of  the  field-rents  as  wTould  be  sufficient  to  pay  for  the 
said  bread  what  the  other  would  fall  short  of,  or  that  the  130/.  should  be  again 
put  out  at  interest. 

It  appears  from  Mr.  Beresford’s  accounts  entered  in  the  old  book  in  1723, 
and  referred  to  in  the  above  order,  that  in  1712,  he  received  100/.  for  arrears 
of  this  annuity,  and  30/.  for  six  years  interest  thereon, 
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In  the  answer  of  the  governors  and  assistants  to  the  before-mentioned 
information,  tiled  at  the  relation  of  Langley  and  another,  it  is  stated  that  one 
of  the  ancestors  of  Charles  Hurt,  of  Castern,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  esquire, 
gave  51.  a year,  charged  on  his  estate  in  Staffordshire,  to  the  governors  and 
assistants,  to  be  laid  out  by  2 s.  a week,  in  twelve  twopenny  loaves  every  Sunday  : 
That  Nicholas  Hurt,  son  of  Charles  Hurt,  who  succeeded  him,  refused  for  some 
years  to  pay  this  annuity : That  the  governors  and  assistants  exhibited  an 
information,  or  otherwise  proceeded  against  Nicholas  Hurt  for  the  recovery  of 
the  same,  and  that  he  was  compelled  to  pay  the  arrears,  but  how  much  the 
governors  and  assistants  could  not  set  forth,  but  they  believed  that  they 
amounted  to  70/.,  as  appeared  by  John  Beresford’s  accounts  for  1723,  the 
interest  whereof,  with  other  monies  from  field-rents,  amounted  to  130/.,  which 
was  afterwards  applied  to  the  erecting  the  ten  almshouses  under  Spalden’s 
charity,  which  was  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Irish  estate,  and  that  the  governors 
and  assistants  had  laid  out  the  interest  thereof  in  distributing  twelve  twopenny 
loaves  weekly,  over  and  besides  the  before-mentioned  12  twopenny  loaves. 

These  two  statements  respecting  the  arrears  of  Hurt’s  annuity  differ  in  some 
respects,  but  it  is  to  be  collected  from  them  that  the  distribution  of  bread  in 
respect  of  the  annuity,  and  the  arrears,  ought  to  be  45.  a week,  which  would 
amount  to  10/.  85.  per  annum  ; and  it  would  seem  that  the  expense  of  such 
distribution  beyond  the  amount  of  the  annuity  may  probably  be  considered 
a charge  on  the  surplus  of  Spalden’s  estate,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of 
130/.,  stated  to  be  laid  out  towards  building  the  almshouses. 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  in  1820  an  order  was  made  by  the 
governors  and  assistants  for  the  payment  of  10/.  out  of  the  surplus  of  Spalden’s 
charity  towards  the  repair  of  Owfield’s  almshouses,  but  we  apprehend  that  the 
governors  and  assistants  are  not  authorized  to  apply  any  part  of  the  funds  of 
this  charity  towards  those  repairs,  however  useful  such  an  application  may  be. 

The  account  of  Spalden’s  charity  and  of  the  field-rents,  and  of  the  two 
annual  sums  before  mentioned,  is  settled  by  the  governors  and  assistants  at 
a meeting  holden  for  that  purpose  in  the  week  before  Easter.  A copy  of  the 
account  thus  settled  is  entered  by  Mr.  Lucas  in  the  churchwardens  book, 
and  is  produced  at  the  vestry-meeting  on  Easter  Tuesday,  when  an  order 
is  made  by  the  vestry  for  the  application  of  the  surplus  of  these  charities,  and 
it  is  applied  by  the  treasurer  accordingly.  The  usual  mode  of  disposing  of 
this  surplus  has  been  in  a distribution  of  coals  in  the  winter  following  the  time 
of  making  the  order  of  vestry,  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  Owfield’s  and 
Spalden’s  almshouses,  and  other  poor  persons  of  the  town  of  Ashborne,  but  in 
some  years  it  has  been  applied  in  other  modes. 

In  1783,  and  in  some  subsequent  years,  a part  of  the  surplus  was  disposed 
of  by  order  of  the  vestry  in  apprenticing  poor  children.  In  1791  a portion 
of  it  was  expended  in  defraying  the  expense  of  repairing  the  public  pumps  of 
the  town.  In  1825  the  whole  surplus,  amounting  to  43/.  Os.  10  \d.,  was 
applied,  under  an  order  of  the  governors  and  assistants,  made  in  June  in  that 
year,  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the  inhabitants  at  the  vestry,  towards  the 
purchase  of  a weighing-machine  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
principally  in  weighing  coals.  In  1826  a sum  of  13/.  10  s.  was  paid  out  of 
the  surplus  towards  the  same  purpose,  and  in  1827  a sum  of  13/.  12  s.  2 d. 
was  paid  as  the  residue  of  the  price  of  this  machine. 

This  last-mentioned  mode  of  application  might  seem  to  have  been  warranted, 
with  respect  to  Mr.  Spalden’s  charity,  by  the  direction  in  his  will  that  the 
surplus  of  his  estate  should  be  disposed  of  by  the  governors  and  assistants, 
“ for  the  public  benefit  of  the  town  of  Ashborne  and  with  respect  to  the 
field-rents,  by  the  decree  of  the  Duchy  Court  of  Lancaster  hereinafter  stated, 
for  confirming  an  agreement  of  the  inhabitants,  by  which  those  rents  were  to 
be  paid  to  the  governors  and  assistants  “ for  the  public  benefit  of  the  town  of 
Ashborne;”  but,  as  according  to  the  scheme  approved  of  by  the  before-men- 
tioned Master’s  Report  of  1767  it  was  proposed  that  both  the  field-rents  and 
the  surplus  of  Spalden’s  estate  should  be  applied  by  the  governors  and  assistants 
for  the  benefit,  encouragement  and  employment  of  the  industrious  poor  people 
of  the  town  of  Ashborne,  not  receiving  alms,  in  such  manner  and  amongst  such 
objects  as  a majority  of  the  inhabitants  housekeepers  of  the  town  should  at  the 
vestry-meeting  on  Easter  Monday  appoint,  and  as  the  scheme  appears  to  have 
been  acted  upon,  with  very  few  exceptions,  from  I7C7  to  the  present  time, 

notwithstanding 
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notwithstanding  there  having  been  no  order  of  the  court  for  confirming  the 
Report,  we  apprehend  that  the  surplus  ought  in  future  to  he  disposed  of  in 
strict  conformity  with  that  scheme. 

Chatterton’s  Gift  to  Spalden’s  Almshouses. — Thomas  Chatterton , by  his  Will, 
bearing  date  20th  February  1811,  directed  that  a capital  sum  in  some  of  the 
government  funds,  yielding,  after  deduction  of  legacy-duty,  20/.  yearly,  should 
be  within  two, years  after  his  decease  invested  in  the  names  of  the  governors 
and  assistants  of  Spalden’s  almshouses,  adjoining  the  church-yard  of  Ashborne, 
under  such  regulations  as  his  executors  should  direct  for  securing  the  said 
sum,  and  effecting  the  application  of  the  dividends  thereof  for  the  increase  of 
the  allowance  of  all  the  poor  persons  resident  in  the  said  almshouses  in  equal 
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shares. 

An  entry  in  the  minute-book  of  the  governors  and  assistants  states  that 
Mr.  Chatterton’s  effects  applicable  to  the  above-mentioned  purpose  amounted 
to  about  80/.  only;  but  that  through  the  gift  of  his  next  of  kin,  and  a public 
subscription  in  the  town  of  Ashborne,  an  addition  was  made  to  that  sum,  by 
means  of  which  500/.  stock  in  the  four-per-cents,  was  purchased  in  the  names 
of  William  Sutton,  Edward  Walker,  Robert  Docksey  Goodwin,  and  William 
Peach,  four  of  the  then  assistants,  for  the  same  purpose.  This  stock,  now 
reduced  to  31  per-cent,  still  stands  in  the  names  of  the  above-mentioned  gentle- 
men. The  dividends,  amounting  to  17 /•  10  5.,  are  received  by  Mr.  Lucas, 
the  treasurer,  and  are  paid  by  him  amongst  the  ten  poor  people  in  Spalden’s 
almshouses,  by  weekly  payments  of  8 d.  each,  amounting  to  17  /.  6 s.  3d.,  and 
the  surplus  of  3s.  4r/.  is  divided  equally  between  them  at  Christmas. 

Hawkins's  Gift  to  the  Clergymens  Widows. — Isaac  Hawkins,  of  Burton-upon- 
Trent,  esquire,  having  by  his  Will  given  a considerable  sum  to  trustees  to 
be  applied  to  charitable  uses,  as  they  should  think  proper,  part  thereof  was  in 
1804  laid  out  by  them  in  the  purchase  of  400/.  stock,  in  the  four-per-cents, 
in  the  names  of  William  Webster,  and  three  others  of  the  governors  and 
assistants,  the  dividends  of  which  were  to  be  paid  to  the  clergymens  widows 
residing  in  the  four  almshouses  in  Ashborne,  endowed  by  virtue  of  the  will  of 
the  late  Mr.  Nicholas  Spalden,  in  equal  shares. 

In  1820  this  stock  was  transferred  into  the  names  of  Richard  Arkwright, 
junior,  Thurston  Dale,  William  Sutton  and  Thomas  Wise,  four  of  the  then 
assistants,  and  is  stills  standing  in  their  names,  being  reduced  to  31-per-cents. 

The  dividends,  amounting  to  14/.  per  annum,  have  been  hitherto  received 
by  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Wise,  solicitors,  and  paid  by  them  to  the  four  clergy- 
mens widows  on  Spalden’s  foundation,  but  it  is  intended  that  in  future  they 
shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer,  and  by  him  divided  amongst  the  widows. 


Field  Rents. 

By  a Decree  of  the  Court  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  made  10th  February,  Field  Rents. 
1625,  reciting,  that  in  Trinity  Term  1622,  the  attorney-general  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster,  at  the  relation  of  Thomas  Webster  and  others,  as  well  on 
behalf  of  themselves  as  of  the  rest  of  the  tenants  of  the  King’s  Manor  and 
Market  Town  of  Ashborne,  parcel  of  the  said  Duchy,  exhibited  an  informa- 
tion in  the  said  court  against  John  Allen,  Edward  Buxton,  Arthur  Buxton, 

Philip  Eaton,  and  others,  setting  forth  that  there  were  three  fields  in  Ashborne, 
parcel  of  the  said  manor  called  the  Townhead  Field,  alias  Nottemere  Field,  the 
Low  Field,  and  Wooddies  Field,  each  of  which  fields  used  to  lie  fallow  every 
third  year,  and  to  bear  corn  at  other  times  ; that  the  relators,  and  the  tenants 
within  the  said  town,  were  respectively  seised  of  ancient  messuages  within  the 
said  manor  held  by  the  Crown,  and  that  they,  and  those  whose  estates  they 
had,  by  ancient  custom  had  used  to  have  common  of  pasture  in  the  said  three 
fields  for  two  beasts,  or  twenty  sheep,  yearly,  in  respect  of  the  said  messuages, 
during  such  time  as  the  said  fields  should  lie  fallow ; that  the  defendants 
had  lately  purchased  divers  lands  in  the  said  fields,  and  had  combined  to  defeat 
the  said  relators  and  the  rest  of  the  King’s  tenants  of  their  right  of  common 
thereon,  and  had  inclosed  parcels  of  the  said  fields,  and  threatened  to  inclose 
the  residue,  and  that  they  had  impounded  the  cattle  of  the  said  relators  using 
their  common  there  ; and  reciting,  that  the  defendants  by  their  answer  denied 
that  the  said  fields  were  situate  in  Ashborne,  but  affirmed  that  they  were 
situate  in  Offcoat,  and  parcel  of  the  Manor  of  Wirksworth  ; that  they  also 
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denied  that  the  King’s  tenants  thereof  had  such  right  of  common  on  the  said 
fields  as  was  set  forth,  although,  by  reason  that  the  said  fields  lay  near  the 
town  of  Ashborne,  the  cattle  of  the  said  tenants  usually  strayed  out  of  the 
said  town  into  the  said  fields,  whereby  they  had  gained  a common  pur  cause  de 
’vicinage,  but  so  as  the  owners  of  the  said  fields  might  inclose  their  lands  therein 
at  their  pleasure  ; and  that  the  defendants  stated  that  there  had  been  an 
agreement  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  the  owners  of  such  lands, 
that  the  said  inhabitants  should  lay  all  their  dung  on  a common  dung-hill  in  the 
town,  where  the  owners  of  the  said  lands  might  fetch  it  to  manure  the  said  land, 
and  that  thereupon  such  inhabitants  should  have  common  of  pasture  on  the  said 
lands  in  the  open  time,  but  that  the  said  agreement  having  been  broken  by  the 
said  inhabitants  for  30  years,  such  inhabitants  ought  not  to  have  any  liberty  of 
common  ; and  reciting,  that  during  the  pendency  of  the  said  suit  the  said  parties 
had  referred  themselves  to  arbitration,  which  taking  no  effect,  it  was  finally  agreed 
between  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  claiming  common  in  the  said 
fields,  and  the  owners  of  the  lands  therein,  that  from  thenceforth  it  should  be 
lawful  for  all  owners  of  land  within  the  said  fields  to  inclose  the  said  fields, 
paying  yearly  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  town  of  Ashborne,  to  the  governors 
and  assistants  of  the  free  grammar-school  there,  and  their  successors,  the  sum 
of  Is.  6d.  for  every  acre  of  land  within  any  of  the  said  fields  which  had  been 
inclosed  within  20  years  then  past,  or  which  should  be  at  any  time  thereafter 
inclosed  ; and  reciting,  that  for  the  better  performance  of  the  said  agreement 
they  had  entreated  the  Chancellor  of  the  said  Duchy  that  a decree  might  be 
made  accordingly  ; and  that  for  non-payment  of  such  sum  of  Is.  6d.  for  every 
acre  inclosed,  within  20  days  of  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day,  the  said  governors 
and  assistants  should  have  power  to  distrain  on  the  ground  of  him  in  arrear ; 
and  that  it  was  also  agreed  that  the  said  inhabitants  should  enjoy  their  com- 
mon on  so  much  of  the  said  fields,  at  the  open  time  of  the  year,  and  the 
fallow  year,  as  should  not  be  inclosed ; it  was  decreed  by  the  said  court 
accordingly. 

By  a Decree  of  the  same  court,  made  8th  May  1630,  in  a suit  between 
William  Owfield  and  others,  plaintiffs,  and  Edward  Buxton  and  others,  defend- 
ants, reciting  the  above-mentioned  decree,  and  that  the  court  had  been  informed; 
on  the  behalf  of  all  the  parties,  that  since  the  said  decree  many  differences  had  ’ 
arisen  between  the  said  inhabitants  and  the  owners  of  the  lands  within  this  'said 
town -fields,  as  well  about  the  right  of  common,  as  also  about  the  said  yearly  rent 
of  Is.  6d.  per  acre  payable  out  of  the  said  lands  inclosed  or  to  be  inclosed; 
which  differences  having  been,  with  consent  of  all  parties,  referred  to  two  arbi- 
trators, were  by  them  composed  ; and  that  thereupon  it  was  by  consent  of  all 
parties  concluded  that  the  said  freeholders  should  thenceforth,  for  ever,  pe'aceably- 
enjoy  their  said  several  grounds  lying  within  the  said  three  fields,  inclosed  of" to 
be  inclosed,  according  to  the  said  decree,  paying  yearly  to  the  said  governors 
and  assistants,  in  augmentation  of  the  said  yearly  rent  of  Is.  6d.  per  acre,  the 
sum  of  6d.  for  every  acre  which  they  had  inclosed  or  should  inclose  at  the  days 
and  to  the  use  sappointed  in  the  said  decree  ; it  was  decreed,  that  the  said  agree- 
ment should  be  established,  unless  cause  should  be  shown  in  the  ensuing  Trinity 
term.  And  by  a decree  in  the  Trinity  term  following  the  last-mentioned 
decree  was  confirmed. 


The  following  is  a Statement  of  the  Field  Rents,  as  now  paid 


Persons  paying  the  Rents. 

Sir  William  Boothby,  Bart. 

D»  - 
D* 

D°  - - - 

John  Goodwin  Johnson,  Esq.  7i.f 
Slater  Heywood  - - 8 s.J 

D° 

Miss  Walker  - - - - 

Sir  Matthew  Blakiston,  late  Buxton 
D°  - - - - - 

John  Goodwin  Johnson,  esq. 

D° 


LAND  S'. 


Quantity. 


Golden  Cross 
f Field  Close  and  Carriers'! 
1 Pringle  - - -/} 

late  Bradley’s 


late  Pegg’s 


Eaton's  Pingle 

Three  Longlees  - 
Hanson’s  Close  - 
Iron  Pits  - 


- 39 

l 18 

1 38 

- 8 

3 28 

2 20 

- 11 

- 6 

3 1 

2 1 21 

a - - 


1 

4 

4 

6 

3 

l 

10 

6 


Rents, 
f.  s.  d. 

- 4 ~ 

- 17  ~ 

- 9 - 

- 9 ~ 

- 15  - 

- 8 71 

- 2 - 

- 18  - 

- 11  6 

- 5 ~ 

- 10  — 
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Persons  paying  the  Rents. 

LANDS. 

Quantity. 

. 

R 

P. 

John  Goodwin  Johnson,  Esq. 

- - . 

- 

- 

5 

2 

7 

D°  - - - 

3 

— 

4 

D°  - 

2 

2 

22 

D°  - - - 

Edward  Barnes 

- 

Low  Top  Close 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Henry  Hall,  late  Bent 

3 

2 

20 

John  Wood 

8 

2 

— 

William  Sutton 

• 

Widows  Fields 

- 

3 

1 

10 

D°  - - - 

• 

Boot  Foot 

- 

2 

I 

24 

D°,  late  Willock 

-I 

23 

John  Wood,  tenant 

. 

-/ 

*"  m m 

" 

4 

3 

Joseph  Sellers 

- 

Three  Longlees 

• 

7 

1 

24 

John  Longdon,  Esq.  late 

Vicars 

- 

- 

4 

- 

i°1 

D°  - - - 

- 

Boot  Leg  - 

- 

2 

2 

28  | 

D° 

- 

Fishpond  Close 

- 

6 

- 

27 

D°  - - - 

• 

Field  Close 

- 

5 

- 

iej 

William  Webster,  Esq. 

2 

2 

15] 

D°  - 

3 

2 

30 } 

D°  - - - 

3 

2 

-J 

D",  William  Phillips,  tenant 

^ «• 

- 

* 

3 

1 

10 

James  Howorth 

- 

... 

- 

7 

1 

— 

Henry  Whitiug 

- 

- 

* 

2 

- 

20 

William  Greaves,  Esq. 
John  Spencer,  tenant 

:} 

- 

- 

3 

2 

20 

Rents. 

£.  s.  d. 

- 9 - 

- 4 ix 

- 4 i 

- 6 - 

- 5 - 

- 7 - 

- 18  - 

- 6 - 

- 4 10 

- 8 - 
-H  7* 

l 16  8 


1 1 - 


- 9 3i 


7 - 


14  8 8 
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These  field-rents  appear  to  have  been  always  of  the  same  amount  as  at 
present;  but  for  several  years  previous  to  1792  they  were  irregularly  col- 
lected, and  many  of  them  in  arrear. 

We  have  already  stated  in  the  account  of  Spalden’s  charity  the  mode  in 
which  these  rents  are  applied. 

Hurt’s  Charity. 

We  have  already  stated  in  the  account  of  Spalden’s  Charity,  that  it  appears  Hurt's  Charity, 
from  the  answer  of  the  governors  and  assistants  to  the  information  filed  against 
them  by  the  Attorney-General,  at  the  relation  of  Langley  and  another,  that  one 
of  the  Hurt  family,  of  Castern,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  gave  to  the  governors 
and  assistants  5 1.  a year,  charged  on  his  estate  in  Staffordshire,  to  be  laid  out 
in  2 s.  a week,  in  twelve  twopenny  loaves,  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  Ashborne 
every  Sunday.  In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786,  Nicholas  Hurt  is  stated 
to  be  the  donor  of  this  annuity,  by  deed  in  1637.  In  respect  thereof  an 
annual  sum  of  4/.  is  now  received  by  the  treasurer  from  Francis  Hurt,  of 
Alderwaslee,  esq.  who  is,  as  we  are  informed,  the  owner  of  an  estate  at  Castern, 
the  remaining  1 /.  being  deducted  for  land-tax.  This  deduction  appears  large, 
being  after  the  rate  of  45.  in  the  pound.  We  apprehend  that  it  ought  to  be 
proportioned  to  the  amount  of  the  land-tax  charged  on  the  estate  out  of 
which  the  annuity  is  paid.  It  appears  from  the  accounts  in  the  old  book  that 
in  1714  the  annuity  was  paid  in  full ; that  in  1716  there  was  a deduction  from 
two  years  payment  of  it  of  125.  6d.  being  one  half  of  the  taxes  : That  in  1721, 
there  was  a deduction  of  1 1.  17-5.  6d.  from  five  years  payment,  being  12  5.  6d. 
per  annum  ; and  that  in  1722,  4 1.  1 5s.  was  received,  5s.  only  being  deducted. 

We  have  already  stated  that  this  annuity  is  carried  to  the  same  account  as 
the  rents  of  Spaiden’s  Charity,  and  that  it  is  applied,  together  with  the  interest 
of  certain  arrears  thereof,  received  many  years  ago,  in  a weekly  distribution  of 
bread. 


Hanson’s  Charity. 

John  Hanson , whose  donation  to  the  free  grammar-school  of  Ashborne  has  been  Hanson’s  Charity, 
already  mentioned,  directed  by  his  Will  in  I678  that  a yearly  rentcharge  of  5/. 
should  be  for  ever  charged  upon  his  lands  in  Ashborne,  to  be  paid  yearly  into 
the  hands  of  the  churchwardens  there  for  the  time  being,  to  be  by  them  yearly 
distributed  at  Easter  and  Michaelmas,  to  such  poor  of  the  town  as  the  church- 
wardens should  think  to  be  in  most  need,  with  power  to  the  churchwardens  to 
distrain  for  the  same.  And  in  case  any  stock  should  be  raised  for  making  any 
manufacture  for  employing  the  poor,  then  he  directed  that  the  said  5 1.  should 
be  therein  employed.  And  he  gave  to  John  Jackson  and  his  heirs  all  his  lands 
in  the  parish  or  precincts  of  Ashborne,  chargeable  as  aforesaid. 

Rep.  19.  F 
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In  respect  of  this  rentcharge  of  51.  an  annual  sum  of  4./.  was  paid  up  to  the 
year  1825,  (the  remaining  1/.  being  deducted  for  land-tax  after  the  rate  of  4s. 
in  the  pound,  which  appears  to  be  too  large  a proportion)  by  John  Longdon, 
esquire,  as  the  owner  of  estates  fin  this  parish,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to 
ascertain  out  of  what  particular  lands  the  payment  was  made. 

It  appears  from  an  old  accountrbook  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Ash- 
borne, that  in  1730  two  houses  were  taken,  on  lease  for  a workhouse  ; that  in 
the  following  year  5 1.  was  received  by  the  overseers,  being  “ money  left  by 
Mr.  Hanson  for  a workhouse,  yearly,”  and  that  a sum  of  the  same  annual 
amount,  under  the  name  of  Hanson’s  Dole,  was  received  "by  them  from  that 
time  until  17-56,  the  last  payment  thereof  being  made  by  Mr.  Solden,  after 
which  time  there  are  no  more- entries  of  the  receipt  of  this  payment  by  the 
overseers. 

In  an  account  entered  in  the  chinch  wardens  book  in  1792,  of  sums  received  for 
field-rents,  by  Thurston  Dale,  the  treasurer  of  the  governors  and  assistants, 
Mr.  Longden  is  stated  to  have  paid  for  four  years  rent  t)f  Sol  den’s  Charity- 
16/;,  and  in  1793,  51.  is  stated  in  the  same  book  to  have  been  received  bv  the 
treasurer  ..from  Robert  Longdon,  esquire,  for  Soldeo’s  Dole,  out  of  which 
1/.  was  allowed  to  him  for  land-tax.  From  that  time  an  annual  payment  of 
4 ll  was  made  to  the  treasurer,  and  earned  {as  we  before  stated)  to  the  same 
account  as  the  surplus  of  Spalden-s  Charity  and  the  field-rents.  It  appears  to 
have  been  usually  called  Soltlen’s  Dole  or  Charity,  but  we  apprehend  that'  this 
name  was  incorrect,  and  that  the  payment  was  made  in  respect  of  the  rentcharge 
given  by  Mr.  Hanson,  which  Mr.  Solden  paid  in  1756,  probably  as  being  at 
the  time  the  owner  of  the  estate  charged  therewith. 

At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  (July  1827)  this  payment  had  not  been  received 
for  the  year  1826,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  John  Longdon  having  left  his  resi- 
dence at  Ashborne,  and  of  some  arrangements  being  in  progress  relating  to 
liis  property.  - w‘  ,ti:i  ^ 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  donor  directed  the  distribution  of  his  annuity 
to  be  made  by  the  churchwardens ; and  it  seems  proper  that  it  should  be  speci- 
fically given  away  as  his  charity,  instead  of  being  united  with  the  field-rents, 
as  has  hitherto  been  the  case.  . ... 

Shawe’s  and  Denton’s  Charity. 

By  Deed,  bearing  date  1st  March  1625,  Edward  Shccwe  and  Joan  Denton 
granted  to  Thomas  Levinge  the  elder,  and  his  heirs,  an  annual  rent  of  5L 
issuing  out  of  all  their  lands  and  tenements  situate  within  the  towns,  hamlets, 
precincts  or  territories  of  Bradley,  Compton,  Fenton  and  Sturston,  on  trust,  to 
distribute  yearly,  with  the  advice  of  the  governors  and  assistants  of  the  free 
grammar-school  of  Ashborne,  and  of  the  preacher  or  minister,  or  the  greater 
part  of  them,  50^.  of  the  said  51.  amongst  such  fatherless  children  and  honest 
discreet  widows  as  should  be  from  time  to  time  inhabiting  within  the  town  of 
Ashborne,  and  hamlet  of  Compton,  and  to  pay  yearly  to  a preacher  towards  Ills 
maintenance  at  Ashborne,  for  ever,  305.  ; and  to  the  said  governors  and  assist- 
ants, to  the  end  that  poor  children  might  be  carefully  taught,  105.  ; and  that 
after  the  decease  of  two  persons  therein  mentioned,  the  said  Thomas  Levinge, 
and  his  heirs  should,  with  the  advice  of  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  and 
the  said  preacher  or  minister,  distribute  the  remaining  sum  of  105.  yearly,  for 
ever,  amongst  such  fatherless  children  and  honest  discreet  widows  as  should  be 
inhabiting  within  the  town  of  Ashborne,  and  hamlet  of  Compton. 

This  annual  sum  of  51.  is  now  received  by  Mr.  Lucas,  the  treasurer,  from 
Mr.  Robert  James  Hartshorn,  as  the  owner  of  two  fields,  situate  in  Compton, 
containing  about  eight  acres  of  land,  of  which  sum  305.  is  paid  to  the  vicar  of 
Ashborne,  105.  is  paid  between  the  head-master  and  under-master  of  the  free 
grammar-school,  the  former  receiving  65.  Sd.,  and  the  latter  35.  4 d.,  and  the 
residue,  being  31.  is  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  to  poor  widows  and  others 
of  the  township  of  Ashborne  and  hamlet  of  Compton,  according  to  a-  list 
which  is  approved  of  by  the  governors  and  assistants,  in  small  sums,  at  the  same 
dime  and  by  the  same  person  as  the  annual  sum  of  4/.  15.  8 d.  is  distributed 
in  respect  of  Christopher  Pegg’s  Charity. 

Previously  to  1818  only  105.  per  annum  had  been  paid  to  the  vicar,  and  the 
remaining  1/.  of  the  annual  sum  of  305.  given  by  this  donor  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  a preacher,  had  been  distributed  to  the  poor,  but  on  the  discovery 
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of  this  error  it  was  ordered  by  the  governors  and  assistants,  that  306’.  a year 
should  in  future  be  paid  to  the  vicar. 


Ashborne. 


Paul  Taylor’s  Charity.  > 

Paul  Taylor,  by  his  Will  bearing  date  24  th  December  1640,  after  giving  to 
the  governors  and  assistants  of  the  free  grammar-school  of  Ashborne,  and  their 
successors,  20/.  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  lecturer,  20/.  towards  the 
payment  of  the  debts  of  the  school,  and  31.  towards  the  repair  of  the  school- 
house,  gave  also  to  the  said  governors  and  assistants,  501.  to  be  laid  out  in  land, 
that  the  yearly  coming-in  might  be  given  weekly  at  the  church  on  the  Sabbath- 
day,  to  six  of  the  poorest  people  of  the  town  of  Ashborne,  by  six  twopenny 
loaves,  which  six  people  he  directed  should  enjoy  the  said  loaves  during  their 
lives,  and  that  as  any  of  them  should  die  another  should  be  chosen  by  the 
governors  and  assistants  and  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

He  also  gave  to  the  said  governors  and  assistants  12/.  106.  for  the  alms- 
house people,  to  be  given  to  them  as  follows  : each  of  them  26.  6d.  a-piece  on 
each  Good  Friday,  for  ever,  if  it  would  amount  to  so  much. 

He  also  gave  to  the  said  governors  and  assistants  1.5/.,  that  the  increase 
thereof  might  be  distributed  to  the  poorest  widows,  widowers,  and  impotent 
people  of  Ashborne,  on  every  Good  Friday  for  ever. 

It  appears  from  the  following  deed  that  an  addition  was  made  by  the  will  of 
this  donor’s  widow  to  the  sums  given  by  him  to  provide  for  the  above-men- 
tioned distributions  to  the  poor.  > 

By  Deed,  bearing  date  28th  March  1659,  Robert  Webster,  in  consideration 
of  94/.  received  by  him  out  of  the  personal  estate  of  Paul  Taylor  and  Eliza- 
beth his  widow,  and  for  the  performance  of  certain  clauses  of  the  will  of  the 
said  Paul  and  Elizabeth  Taylor,  granted  to  the  governors  and  assistants  of 
the  free  grammar-school  of  Ashborne,  and  their  successors,  a yearly  rent  of 
41.  106.  issuing  out  of  a close  lying  in  Offcoat  and  Underwood,  called  Little 
Field  Close,  526.  thereof  yearly  to  the  use  of  six  of  the  poorest  people  inha- 
biting in  Ashborne,  to  be  nominated  by  the  said  governors  and  assistants  and 
their  successors,  and  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Ashborne,  to  b<? 
bestowed  in  six  twopenny  loaves  weekly,  the  same  to  be  given  on  every 
Sabbath-day  in  the  church  of  Ashborne ; 246.  more  thereof  yearly  for  the  use 
of  poor  widows,  widowers,  or  old  impotent  people,  inhabiting  in  Ashborne,  to 
be  distributed  by  such  persons,  and  to  such  poor  people,  as  the  s^id  governor^ 
and  assistants  should  appoint,  on  Good  Friday  for  ever,  and  206.  more,  residue 
of  the  said  sum  of  41.  1 66.,  for  the  use  of  eight  poor  people  inhabiting  in  the 
almshouse  in  Ashborne,  to  be  distributed  by  the  said  governors  and  assistants, 
or  by  such  persons  as  they  should  appoint,  to  the  said  eight  almshouse  people, 
by  26.  6d.  yearly,  on  Good  Friday  ; with  power  for  the  governors  and  assistants 
to  distrain  in  case  of  nonpayment  of  the  rent. 

The  following  yearly  sums  are  now  paid  in  respect  (as  it  is  supposed)  of  this 
charity,  by  Sir  William  Boothby,  bait.  The  payments  are  made  by  Mr, 
William  Hurd,  out  of  some  small  rents  which  he  receives  for  Sir  William  Boothby 
as  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Ashborne  ; but  we  are  informed  that  Sir  William  is 
the  owner  of  a close  in  the  liberty  of  Offcoat  and  Underwood,  now  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Field  Close,  which  may  probably  be  the  same  as  is  called  in 
the  deed  of  1659  the  Little  Field  Close. 

£.2.  126.  to  a baker  for  providing  six  twopenny  loaves  every  Sunday,  which 
are  distributed  at  the  church  by  the  parish-clerk,  amongst  poor  persons  of  the 
township. of  Ashborne,  appointed  by  the  governors  and  assistants. 

£.1.  to  the  eight  inhabitants  of  Owfield’s  almshouse,  on  Good  Friday, 
26.  6d.  to  each. 

46.  to  the  same  eight  almspeople  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  6d.  to  each. 

These  almspeople  are  entitled,  under  the  deed  of  1659,  to  no  more  than 
1/.  a year.  A further  annual  sum  of  1/.  46.  was  thereby  directed  to  be 
distributed  amongst  poor  inhabitants  of  Ashborne  ; and  it  is  probable  that  the 
46.  given  to  the  almspeople  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  was  originally  a part  of 
that  annual  sum.  It  does  not  appear  at  what  period,  or  for  what  reason, 
the  payment  of  the  remaining  1/.  ceased,  but  it  may  have  been  deducted 
for  the  land-tax  due  in  respect  of  the  rentcharge  of  41.  166.  Such  a deduc- 
tion, however,  for  land-tax,  is  certainly,  too  large,  being  more  than  46.  in  the 
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pound ; it  ought  not  to  exceed  a fair  proportion  of  the  amount  of  the  land- 
tax  charged  on  the  field  out  of  which  the  rent  is  payable. 

It  appears  from  the  will  of  Paul  Taylor,  and  the  deed  of  16.59,  that  this  rent- 
charge  ought  to  be  paid  to,  and  applied  by,  the  governors  and  assistants. 

George  Taylor’s  Charity. 

George  Taylor’s  George  Taylor , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  2d  May  1668,  gave  to  the  governors 

Charity.  an(j  assistants  of  the  free  grammar-school,  100/.,  to  be  lent  on  sufficient  security 
to  ten  young  tradesmen,  from  time  to  time,  at  51.  per  annum,  and  of  the  51.  pro- 
fit thereof  he  gave  52s.  yearly,  to  be  dealt  every  Sunday  in  bread,  by  a dozen  of 
bread  a day,  in  the  church,  to  twelve  poor  inhabitants  of  the  town ; and  8s.  thereof 
to  the  eight  poor  almshouse  people,  to  be  paid  them  in  money,  every  23d  or  24th 
December,  12  pence  a-piece  for  ever,  to  buy  some  provision  for  them  for 
Christmas-day  following;  and  20s.  more  to  be  given  by  the  overseers  to  forty 
poor  housekeepers  yearly,  on  the  said  days,  for  a like  purpose,  namely  6d. 
a-piece ; and  the  last  20s.  he  gave  to  the  vicar  or  minister  resident  there,  to 
preach  a sermon  every  Tuesday  in  Easter-week,  or  on  Midsummer  or  Ascension- 
day,  as  the  minister  or  vicar,  and  his  successors,  should  think  fit ; desiring  him 
that  preached  to  mention  yearly  the  legacies  given  by  the  said  will,  and  also  by 
the  will  of  his  brother  Paul  Taylor,  deceased,  to  stir  up  the  charity  of  others, 
and  to  inquire  and  see  that  the  monies  and  profits  given  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Ashborne  were  employed  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  not  neglected  or  mis- 

nj  blaftanoielik  d?n 

And  he  gave  out  of  his  Long  Dole’s  Land,  called  Lammas  Land,  205.  per 
annum  towards  the  repair  of  Ashborne  church  and  steeple,  and  20 s.  per  annum 
out  of  the  same  lands  to  the  governors  and  assistants  of  Ashborne  school,  for 
the  increase  of  the  schoolmaster’s  wages,  in  hopes  that  others  would  add  to  it ; 
provided  that  the  governors  and  assistants  of  the  school,  and  the  churchwardens, 
should  never  consent  to  have  the  said  Lammas  Land  inclosed,  and  the  poor 
inhabitants  barred  of  their  right  of  putting  in  their  cattle,  and  the  benefit  of 
eating  the  grass,  as  they  and  their  predecessors  had  had.  And  he  gave  his  lands 
in  Derbyshire,  and  all  his  real  and  personal  estate,  subject  to  the  bequests  men- 
tioned in  his  will,  to  his  daughter,  Esther  Taylor,  and  directed  that  the  persons 
who  were  to  have  the  several  sums  of  10/.  to  trade  with,  and  the  bread  given 
in  the  church,  and  the  money  paid  for  Christmas  dinner,  should  be  appointed 
by  his  heirs,  executors  and  nearest  relations. 

We  have  not  found  any  document  showing  in  what  manner  the  100/.  given 
by  this  donor  was  disposed  of ; but  the  annual  sum  of  51.,  the  amount  of  the 
interest  directed  by  him  to  be  paid  by  the  young  tradesmen  to  whom  the  100/. 
was  to  be  lent,  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  William  Etches,  as  a charge  on  a field  in 
Olfcoat  and  Underwood,  called  the  Sole  Meadow,  belonging  to  him,  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  governors  and  assistants,  and  is  applied  as  follows  : 52s.,  part 
thereof,  is  paid  to  a baker  for  providing  six  twopenny  loaves,  whicn  are  given 
every  Sunday  at  the  church  by  the  parish-clerk  to  six  poor  persons  of  the  town 
of  Ashborne,  appointed  by  the  governors  and  assistants ; 85.  to  the  eight 
inhabitants  of  Owfield’s  almshouses  ; 1 /.  is  distributed  in  sixpences  on  Saint 
Thomas’s-day  to  forty  poor  housekeepers  of  the  township  of  Ashborne,  accord- 
ing to  a list  approved  of  by  the  governors  and  assistants  ; and  the  remaining 
1 /.  is  paid  to  the  vicar  of  Ashborne,  by  whom  an  annual  sermon  is  preached  on 
Easter  Tuesday. 
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..  Edward  Pegge’s  Charity. 

Edward  Pegge’s  Edward  Pegge,  the  elder,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  31st  March  1666,  and 
Charity.  proved  at  Litchfield,  gave  51.  45.  yearly,  for  ever,  to  be  employed  and  given 
by  25.  a week,  for  ever,  to  buy  twelve  twopenny  loaves,  the  one  half  to  be 
given  to  six  poor  people  inhabiting  in  Ashborne  every  Sabbath-day  in  Ashborne 
church,  as  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Ashborne  for  the 
time  being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  by  and  with  the  advice  or  consent  of 
his  heirs  male,  should  appoint  or  approve  of ; and  the  other  six  loaves  to  be 
weekly  given  to  six  poor  people  of  Osmaston,  next  Ashborne,  in  manner  therein 
mentioned.  And  he  granted  a yearly  rent  of  5l.  8 5.  to  be  issuing  out  of  his 
messuage,  barn,  stable,  croft  and  back-side  in  Sturston,  in  the  possession  of 
Thomas  Foane,  and  out  of  the  Mean  Close,  and  the  Great  Moor  Close,  in 

Sturston, 
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Sturston,  in  the  possession  of  the  said  Thomas  Foane,  the  one  half  to  be  paid 
to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Ashborne,  and  the  other  half 
to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Osmaston  for  the  time  being ; 
and  he  gave  4s.,  residue  of  the  said  51.  8s.,  2s.  to  either  of  the  clerks  of  the 
said  churches,  for  their  pains  to  see  the  same  performed  accordingly. 

This  annual  sum  of  2/.  12s.  is  received  from  John  Plant,  as  the  tenant  of 
a farm  in  Sturston,  called  the  Gravel  Pit  Farm,  the  property  of  Joseph  Brad- 
ley, esq.  of  Ashborne,  with  which  six  twopenny  loaves  are  provided  and  distri- 
buted every  Sunday  at  the  church,  by  the  parish-clerk,  to  six  poor  people  of  the 
town,  appointed  by  the  governors  and  assistants. 

The  distribution  of  this  bread  ought  according  to  the  donor’s  directions  to 
be  made  to  persons  appointed  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Ashborne, 
with  the  advice  of  his  heirs-male,  if  any  such  heirs  can  be  found. 

The  parish-clerk  has  not  hitherto  received  from  Mr.  Bradley’s  tenant  the 
annual  sum  of  is,  directed  by  the  donor,  but  we  are  informed  that  it  will  be 
paid  to  him  in  future. 

In  our  Seventeenth  Report,  page  130,  we  stated  the  application  of  the  pay- 
ment in  respect  of  this  donor’s  charity  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Osmaston. 


:q 


Port’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  a Tablet  in  Ashborne  Church  that  Catherine  Port,  by  her 
Will,  in  1722,  gave  to  the  poor  of  Ashborne,  in  money  or  wool,  the  sum  of  51. 
annually. 

In  the  account  of  the  Charities  of  the  parish  of  Alstonefield,  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  in  our  Thirteenth  Report,  p.  351,  we  stated  that  several  places  were 
mentioned  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  as  partaking  of  donations  of 
different  amounts,  in  wool  or  money,  given  either  by  John  Port  by  deed  in 
1715,  or  by  the  will  of  Catherine  Port  in  1722. 

The  places  mentioned  in  those  Returns,  the  respective  donors  to  which  the 
gifts  are  attributed,  and  the  sum  stated  to  be  given  to  each  place,  are  as 
follows:  • r „ oraid  aJn.Blid.Brfm 
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We  have  not  been  able  to  find  John  Port’s  deed  of  1715.  The  will  of  Cathe- 
rine Port,  which  bears  date  in  1722,  and  was  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court 
of  Canterbury,  in  1725,  contains  no  charitable  donation  except  one  for  a school 
in  the  parish  of  Tissington,  mentioned  in  a subsequent  patt  of  the  present 
Report ; but  by  a codicil  to  her  will,  bearing  date  9th  February  1724,  she 
confirmed  “ all  the  charities  given  by  her  late  deceased  father  by  any  deed  or 
deeds,  writing  or  writings  whatsoever.”  By  her  will,  in  which  she  is  described 
as  Catherine  Port,  of  Ham,  spinster,  sole  daughter  and  heiress  of  John  Port,  esq. 
she  gave  her  manor  and  lands  of  Ilam  to  Row  Newell,  son  of  her  kinsman, 
Prudence  Newell,  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his  first  and  other  sons  in  tail-male, 
with  remainders  over,  on  condition  that  he  and  they  should  assume  the  name 
and  arms  of  Port. 

In  our  former  Report  we  stated  that  the  several  annual  payments  were  made 
by  the  late  Mr.  Port,  of  Ilam ; that  after  his  death  his  property  there  was  pur- 
chased by  Jesse  Watts  Russell,  esquire,  who  continued  to  make  the  payments 
till  1819,  when  he  discontinued  them,  intimating,  as  we  were  told,  that  he  did 
so  under  legal  advice  that  he  was  not  liable  to  the  charges  ; and  that  having 
applied  to  Mr,  Russell,  we  were  informed  by  him  that  the  papers  in  his  pos- 
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Ashborne.  session,  relative  to  Ilam,  furnished  no  grounds  whatever  for  any  claim ‘on  his 

— estate  ; and  we  added,  that  in  the  absence  of  all  documents  or  other  evidence 

as  ^ie  fun(l  out  of  which  these  payments  were  to  be  made,  we  could  discern 
1 ' no  means  of  enforcing  the  continuance  of  them. 

Since  that  Report  was  made  we  have  seen  the  printed  particulars  of  an 
intended  sale  by  auction  of  the  Ilam  estate  in  1809,  in  eleven  lots.  The  first 
lot  consisted  of  the  manor  of  Ilam,  Ilam  Hall,  with  pleasure-grounds,  paddocks 
and  woods,  containing  93a.  2r.  15 1\,  and  was  stated  in  the  particulars  to  be 
subject  to  certain  outgoings,  amongst  which  are  the  following  : 

“ Sundry  payments  to  different  parishes  for  wool-money,  amounting  to,  per 
annum,  11/.  5 s.” 

We  have  also  been  informed  that  the  estate  was  not  purchased  by  Mr.  Rus- 
sell at  the  auction,  but  subsequently  by  private  contract ; and  that  it  was  sold 
to  him  subject  to  11/.  5 s.  per  annum,  payable  for  wool-money  to  several  parishes 
in  the  counties  of  Stafford  and  Derby.  -* 

As  it  appears  therefore  that  as  long  as  the  estate  remained  in  the  possession 
of  the  Port  family  the  before-mentioned  payments  were  regularly  made  ; that 
it  was  sold  subject  to  the  amount  of  those  payments ; and  that  they  were  con-- 
tinued  some  years  after  the  sale,  we  apprehend  that  it  may  be  a question  proper 
for  the  consideration  of  a Court  of  Equity  whether  these  circumstances,  com- 
bined with  the  reference  in  Catherine  Port’s  will  to  certain  charities  given  by 
her  father  by  deed  or  writing,  may  not  be  sufficient  to  charge  Mr.  Russell,  as  ther 
possessor  of  the  Ilam  estate,  with  the  annnal  payments,  although  no  deed  showing, 
the  origin  of  them  can  now  be  found. 

Buxton’s  Charity. 

Buxton’s  Charity.  Elizabeth  Buxton , by  her  Will,  bearing  date  11th  July  1730,  and  proved  at 
Litchfield  in  1731,  gave  to  the  vicar  of  the  parish-church  of  Ashborne  for  the 
time  being,  106.  to  preach  her  funeral  sermon  in  Ashborne  Church,  on  the  day 
of  her  burial  at  Winster,  and  the  like  sum  of  106'.  yearly  to  the  said  vicar  and, 
his  successors  for  ever,  to  preach  a sermon  in  remembrance  of  her,  in  the  said, 
church,  on  the  day  of  the  month  on  which  she  should  be  interred,  but  when  that 
day  should  happen  to  be. Sunday,  then  the  sermon  to  be  preached  the  day 
following.  • .... 

She  also  gave  5s.  yearly,  for  ever,  to  the  ringers  belonging  -to  the  said 
parish-church,  that  should  there  ring  a solemn  peal  in  remembrance  of  her  on 
the  day  of  her  burial,  but  if  that  day  should  happen  to  be  Sunday,  then  on  the 
day  following. 

She  also  gave  106.  yearly,  for  ever,  to  buy  two  English  bibles,  of  5 s.  a-piece 
to  be.  given  yearly,  for  ever,  on  the  day  of  the  month  of' her  interment,  to-  two 
such- of  the  poor  scholars  belonging  to  the  free-schooi  at  Ashborne  as  the 
master  of  the  school,  and  the  trustees  for  the  same,  should  think  most  proper  ; 
and  directed  that  no  one  scholar  should  have  more  than  one  bible  in  pursuance 
of  her  will ; but  if  the  day  of  the  month  of  her  burial  should  happen  to  fall  on 
a Sunday,  then  the  bibles  to  be  given  on  the  day  following. 

She  also  gave  20  s.  yearly,  for  ever,  to  40  poor  necessitous  persons  inhabiting 
in  the  township  of  Ashborne,  to  be  distributed  amongst  them  oil  the  day  of  the 
month  of  her  burial,  by  sixpence  a-piece,  at  the  discretion  of  the  overseers  off 
the  poor  there  for  the  time  being  ; but  when  that  day  should  happen  to  be, 
Sunday,  then  to  be  distributed  on  the  day  following. 

And  she  directed  that  the  said  sums  of  money  should  stand  and  be  charged, 
as  an  annual  rentcharge  upon  all  her  messuages  and  lands  situate  within  the, 
parish  of  Ashborne,  or  Offcoat,  or  Underwood,  and  should  be  yearly  paid  out, 
of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  same. 

In  respect  of  the  above-mentioned  donations,  Mr.  Ralph  Toplis,  of  Winster, 
who  is  the  owner  of  an  estate  in  Ashborne,  pays  10  6.  a year  to  the  vicar,  w ho 
preaches  a sermon  on  St.  Swithin’s  Day ; 5 s.  a year  to  the  ringers  on  the  same- 
day,  and  20  s.  a year  on  the  same  day  to  the  permanent  overseer  of  the  poor,- 
of  the  township  of  Ashborne,  by  whom  it  is  distributed  in  Sixpences  amongst 
the  poor. 

The  annual  sum  of  10  6.,  directed  by  Mrs.  Buxton  to  be  laid  out  in  bibles  for, 
poor  scholars  of  the  free-school  of  Ashborne,  wTas,  until  1818,  paid  to  the  head- 
master of  the  grammar-school,  but  as  there  wras  a difficulty  in  finding  any  of  the* 
tree-boys  in  that  school  wrho  would  accept  the  bibles,  it  has  been  during  the  last. 

nine 
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nine  years  paid  over  by  the  head-master  to  Mr.  Lucas,  as  the  treasurer  of  the  Ashborne. 

governors  and  assistants,  who  had  in  his  hands  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  - — 

a sum  of  4 /.  10  s.  arising  from  the  accumulation  of  this  annuity.  If  Mrs.  Buxton’s  Buxton’s.  Chanty, 
directions  as  to  the  disposal  of  this  sum  cannot  be  literally  followed,  it  would  , cm^nuci . ^ 

seem  that  a donation  of  bibles  to  the  scholars  of  some  other  school  at  Ashborne 
would  most  nearly  approach  to  a compliance  with  her  intentions. 
i...  . i:  i <’■  • ! 

TOWNSHIP  OF  CLIFTON  AND  COMPTON. 


Bread  Money. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  two  persons  unknown  had 
given  6 s,  8 d.  each,  per  annum,  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  for  bread,  one  of 

which  sums  was  then  vested  in Milward,  and  the  other  in  John  Haulks- 

worth. 

The  yearly  sum  of  13s.  Aid.  is  now  paid  by  the  steward  of  the  court  of  the 
manor  of  Clifton,  belonging  to  Mrs.  Haynes,  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
this  township,  who  therewith  provide  loaves  of  bread  of  different  sizes,  which 
are  distributed  by  them  on  Christmas-Eve  among  poor  persons  of  the  towiv 
ship.  . 1 


Clifton 

and  Compton. 
Bread  Money. 


Shawe’s  and  Denton’s  Charity. 

- The  poor  inhabitants  of  Compton  partake  of  a yearly  distribution  on  Saint  Shawe’s  and  Den- 
Thomas’s-day,  made  in  respect  of  Shawe’s  and  Denton’s  Charity,  as  has  been  ton  s Chanty- 
stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  Ashborne. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  YELDERSLEY  AND  PAINTERS  LANE. 


Kirkland’s  Charity. 

In  our  account  of  the  Charities  of  the  parish  of  Edlaston  and  Wyaston  in 
our  17th  Report,  page  110,  we  stated  the  particulars  of  Paul  Kirkland’s  Charity, 
who  by  his  will  in  1714  gave  all  his  lands  in  Wyaston,  subject  to  the  yearly 
payments  of  20s.  and  5s.  to  the  minister  and  parish-clerk  of  Edlaston,  to 
trustees,  on  trust,  as  to  one  moiety  of  the  rents  and  profits,  for  the  poor  of 
Edlaston  and  Wyaston,  and  that  the  other  moiety  thereof  should  be  distributed 
half-yearly,  or  otherwise,  to  the  poor  of  the  villages  or  hamlets  of  Yeldersley 
and  Painters  Lane,  in  the  parish  of  Ashborne,  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees, 
with  the  overseers  of  the  poor  there,  or  one  of  them,  for  the  time  being. 

The  sum  of  12/.  13s.  9d.  being  the  moiety  of  the  present  clear  amount  of 
each  half  year’s  rent  of  the  lands  belonging  to  this  charity,  payable  at  Mid- 
summer and  Christmas  respectively,  is  received  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  this  township,  and  is  distributed  by  them  shortly  afterwards  amongst  poor 
widows,  old  people  and  labourers  having  large  families,  in  sums  varying  from 
about  5 s.  to  1 /.  10  s. 


Yeldersley  and 
Painter’s  Lane. 

Kirkland’s  Charity. 


Hawford’s  Charity. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state,  that  William  Haw  ford  gave  by  Hawford’s  Charity, 
his  Will  10/.  to  the  poor  of  Yeldersley,  then  vested  in  Mrs.  Hawford,  and  pro- 
ducing 8 s.  per  annum. 

There  is  now  a sum  of  10  /.  in  the  Ashborne  Savings  Bank,  probably  derived 
from  William  Hawford’s  donation,  the  interest  of  which  being  8 s.  per  annum, 
is  received  by  the  overseer,  and  added  to  one  of  the  half-yearly  distributions  of 
Kirkland’s  charity  above  mentioned. 


PARISH  OF  FENNY  BENTLEY. 

Port’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  this  charity  under  which  the  poor  of  this  parish  received.  Fenny  Bentley, 
until  about  nine  years  ago,  wool  to  the  value  of  10  s.,  or  money  to  that  amount,  p , " 
have  been  detailed  in  the  account  of  the  Charities  of  Ashborne,  in  a preceding  01  ts  har*ty* 
part  of  this  Report. 

Gisborne’s  Charity. 

The  poor  of  this  parish  partake  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Gisborne’s  Charity : — Gisborne’s  Charity. 
See  Ashborne. 
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PARISH  OF  BONSALL. 

School. 

Cragge' s Charity. — By  Indenture  of  Feoffment,  bearing  date  the  20th  De- 
cember 1704,  William  Cragge  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  in  consideration  that 
they  should  be  freed  from  serving  any  office  belonging  to  the  town  of  Bonsall,  and 
from  the  charge  of  any  parish  apprentice,  and  should  enjoy  during  their  respec- 
tive lives  the  premises  thereinafter  mentioned,  free  from  all  levies  to  be  charged 
on  the  same,  and  for  other  considerations,  granted  to  the  Rev.  Godard  Knighton, 
Rector  of  Bonsall,  and  Robert  Feme,  of  the  same  place,  and  their  heirs,  the 
upper  end  of  a messuage  in  Bonsall,  wherein  the  said  William  Cragge  and  his 
wife  did  then  inhabit,  containing  two  bays  of  building,  together  with  a close  or 
croft  thereto  adjoining,  and  three  roods  of  land  lying  in  a place  called  the  Brunt ; 
one  rood  on  the  Benty  Doles  ; three  roods  on  the  Panned  ; one  acre  on  the  White 
Mare,  and  one  beastgate  on  Bonsall  Lees,  or  Bonsall  Green,  according  to  the 
old  stint,  to  the  use  of  the  said  William  Cragge  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  for  their 
lives,  and  the  life  of  the  survivor  of  them,  and  afterwards  to  the  use  of  the 
minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Bonsall,  and  their  succes- 
sors for  ever,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  up  and  instructing  from  time  to  time 
such  poor  children  in  learning  as  they  in  their  discretion  should  think  most  fit 
and  convenient. 

We  have  not  seen  this  indenture,  but  the  above  abstract  of  it  is  taken  from  3 
book  containing  copies  of  the  documents  relating  to  this  school  made  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  late  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  who  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  Tumor’s 
Charity  hereinafter  mentioned.  Robert  Feme  appears  to  have  survived  his 
co-trustee,  the  Rev.  G.  Knighton,  and  to  have  died  in  1717i  having  in  his  life- 
time erected  a schoolhouse  at  Bonsall. 

Tumor's  Charity, — By  Indenture  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  18th  and 
19th  of  January  1763,  (as  appears  from  the  above-mentioned  book  of  documents, 
and  from  the  recitals  of  a deed  for  appointing  new  trustees  in  1792,)  between 
Gregory  White,  of  Devereux-court,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  Mid- 
dlesex, of  the  first  part ; Elizabeth  Tumor,  wife  of  Edmund  Tumor,  of 
Stoke,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  Esq.  of  the  second  part ; and  Edmund  Turnor 
the  younger,  Esq.  eldest  son  of  the  said  Edmund  Turnor  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  Edmund  Evans  of  Mathfield,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  clerk,  William 
Fitzherbert,  of  Tissington,  Esq.,  Robert  Banks  Hodgkinson,  of  Overton,  Esq. 
and  Brook  Boothby,  of  Ashborne,  Esq.  of  the  third  part,  reciting,  that  by  inden- 
ture of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  28th  and  29th  October  1737>  between 
Nowell  Broxholm,  m.  d.  of  the  first  part,  the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor  of  the  second 
part,  and  Bache  Thornhill,  esq.  the  said  Edmund  Turnor  the  younger,  John 
Turnor,  Esq.  Edmund  Evans,  of  Bonsall,  Esq.,  and  the  said  Edmund  Evans, 
clerk,  of  the  third  part ; in  which  it  was  recited  that  the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor, 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  in  her  vested,  and  therein  particularly  set  forth,  had 
allotted  a part  of  certain  freehold  and  copyhold  lands  therein  mentioned,  of  the 
yearly  value  of  40 1.  for  the  better  support  of  a charity-school,  formerly  erected 
by  Robert  Feme,  Esq.  the  grandfather  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor,  at  Bonsall ; 
and  it  was  further  recited,  that  by  a decretal  order  made  22d  December  then 
last,  in  a cause  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  wherein  the  said  Elizabeth  Tumor, 
by  Robert  Fowick  her  next  friend,  was  plaintiff,  and  John  Gilbert  Cooper,  Esq. 
Bennett  Langton,  Esq.  and  Diana  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Turnor  and  Isabella 
Turnor,  infants,  by  their  guardian,  (which  said  Diana,  Elizabeth,  and  Isabella 
the  elder,  were  the  daughters  of  the  said  Edmund  Tumor,  the  elder,  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,)  the  said  Nowell  Broxholm  William  Ingram,  gent.,  and 
the  said  Edmund  Turnor  the  elder,  were  defendants,  it  was  ordered  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  court,  to  see  whether  the  mes- 
•suages  and  lands  so  set  apart  by  the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor  to  answer  the  said 
40 1.  a year  for  the  support  of  the  said  charity-school  were  sufficient  for  that 
purpose,  and  if  the  same  were  not  sufficient,  the  said  Elizabeth  Tumor  was  to 
set  apart  sufficient  messuages  and  lands  to  answer  the  said  40/.  a year,  and  the 
same  were  to  be  conveyed  to  trustees  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Master,  who  was 
to  declare  the  trusts  to  be  towards  the  support  of  the  said  charity-school ; and 
it  was  further  recited,  that  the  said  Master  by  his  Report,  bearing  date  4th 
August  then  last,  had  certified  that  the  freehold  and  copyhold  messuages  and 
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lands  therein  mentioned  were  of  the  yearly  value  of  40/.  1 2 s.  and  that  he 
considered  them  sufficient  to  answer  the  said  sum  of  40/.  a year  ; and  that  he 
had  approved  of  the  said  Bache  Thornhill,  Edmund  Turnor  the  younger,  John 
Turnor,  Edmund  Evans,  Esqs.,  and  Edmund  Evans,  clerk,  to  be  trustees,  to 
whom  the  same  freehold  premises  were  to  be  conveyed,  and  the  copyhold  pre- 
mises surrendered  in  trust  for  the  said  school ; and  it  was  further  recited,  that 
the  said  Nowell  Broxholm  and  Timothy  Treadway,  Esqs.  had,  by  the  direction 
of  the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  said  Decree  and  Report 
on  14th  October  then  instant,  surrendered  a copyhold  messuage,  farm  or  tene- 
ment in  Matlock,  then  in  the  possession  of  John  Rowland,  and  a parcel  of  land 
thereunto  belonging,  divided  into  five  several  parts  called  the  Lower  Greaves  ; 
and  a copyhold  close  called  Middleford,  containing  by  estimation  three  acres 
in  Matlock,  then  in  the  occupation  of  George  Knowles ; and  a parcel  of  copy- 
hold  land  called  Red  Rood,  lying  in  Bonsall,  then  in  the  occupation  of  Henry 
Greatorex  ; and  a parcel  of  copyhold  land  containing  by  estimation  1 \ acre, 
lying  on  the  Long  Brunt  in  Bonsall,  then  in  the  occupation  of  Abraham  Smedley ; 
and  a parcel  of  copyhold  land,  containing  by  estimation  3 roods,  lying  on  Long 
Brunt,  aforesaid,  in  the  occupation  of  Peter  Simpson  ; and  a parcel  of  copyhold 
land,  containing  by  estimation  one  acre,  lying  on  a place  called  Swardlow  in 
Bonsall,  in  the  occupation  of  William  Kirkland ; and  a parcel  of  copyhold 
land,  containing  by  estimation  one  acre,  lying  on  Long  Brunt  aforesaid  ; and 
a parcel  of  copyhold  land,  containing  by  estimation  half  an  acre,  lying  off 
Short  Brunt,  in  Bonsall,  which  two  last-mentioned  parcels  were  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  Elizabeth  Kitchen  ; and  a parcel  of  copyhold  land  containing  by  esti- 
mation one  food,  lying  in  Byeway  in  Bonsall,  then  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas 
Smedley  ; and  a parcel  of  copyhold  land,  containing  by  estimation  one  rood, 
lying  in  the  Hitchell  iii  Bonsall,  then  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Smedley, 
and  a parcel  of  copyhold  land,  containing  by  estimation  one  rood,  situate  at  the 
Dale  End  in  Bonsall,  adjoining  to  the  school-house,  then  in  the  occupation  of 
Thomas  Poole,  and  then  used  by  him  as  a garden,  into  the  hands  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Manor,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Bache  Thornhill,  and  the  other  persons 
before  mentioned,  and  their  heirs,  on  trust,  to  apply  the  rents  and  profits 
towards  the  support  of  the  said  charity-school,  in  manner  therein  mentioned  ; 
the  said  Nowell  Broxholm,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  decree,  and  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor,  conveyed  to  the  said  Bache  Thornhill  and 
others,  and  their  heirs,  a freehold  close,  called  Goose  Close,  containing  by 
estiniation  three  acres,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Matlock,  and  two  freehold 
Mills, ! called  the  Smelting  Mills,  in  Matlock,  and  four  freehold  closes,  con- 
taining by  estimation,  5f  acres,  one  called  the  Coat  Close,  and  the  other 
three  the  Rough  Pastures,  situate  in  Tansley ; and  a freehold  close  lying 
on  the  White  Mare,  in  the  parish  of  Bonsall,  and  a parcel  of  freehold  land 
lying  on  the  White  Mare  aforesaid,  containing  by  estimation  half  an  acre ; and 
a parcel  of  freehold  land  on  Short  Brunt  aforesaid,  in  the  parish  of  Bonsall ; on 
trust,  to  pay  and  apply  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  freehold  and 
copyhold  messuages,  mills  and  lands,  towards  the  support  of  the  said  charity- 
school,  in  manner  following,  viz.  the  yearly  sum  of  20/.  part  thereof  to  a 
schoolmaster  for  teaching  twenty-five  boys  to  read,  write,  and  cast  accounts, 
and  to  instruct  them  in  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  England  ; and  the 
yearly  sum  of  10/.  other  part  thereof,  for  placing  out  two  of  the  said  boys 
yearly,  apprentices  to  such  masters  as  the  said  trustees,  and  the  survivors  and 
their  assigns,  should  think  proper  ; and  on  further  trust,  that  the  said  trustees, 
and  the  survivors  of  them,  and  their  assigns,  should  pay  and  dispose  of  the 
residue  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises  towards  repairing  the  said 
school-house  and  the  buildings  thereunto  belonging,  and  in  buying  Bibles,  and 
the  Whole  Duty  of  Man,  for  the  said  twenty-five  boys ; and  it  was  thereby 
provided,  and  the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor  did  thereby  direct,  that  when  the 
trustees  should  be  reduced  to  the  number  of  three,  the  survivors  should  convey 
the  said  freehold  premises,  and  surrender  the  said  copyhold  premises  to  two  or 
more  indifferent  persons,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  such  surviving  trustees, 
and  two  other  persons,  to  be  chosen  by  such  survivors,  or  the  majority  of  them, 
on  the  before-mentioned  trusts  : and  reciting,  that  by  Indentures  of  Lease  and 
Release,  bearing  date  1st  and  2d  November,  then  last  (in  which  it  was  recited 
that  the  said  Edmund  Turnor  the  younger,  and  Edmund  Evans,  had,  by  the 
Rep.  19.  G direction 
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direction  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Tumor,  surrendered  the  copyhold  premises 
before  mentioned  to  the  said  Gregory  White)  the  said  Edmund  Turnor  the 
younger,  and  Edmund  Evans  had  conveyed  to  the  said  Gregory  White,  and  the 
said  Elizabeth  Turnor  had  ratified  and  confirmed  to  him  and  to  his  heirs  the 
before-mentioned  freehold  premises,  in  trust,  to  convey  the  same,  and  to  sur- 
render the  said  copyhold  premises  to  the  use  of  the  said  Edmund  Turnor  the 
younger,  Edmund  Evans,  William  Fitzherbert,  Robert  Banks  Hodgkinson,  and 
Brook  Boothby,  as  trustees ; and  reciting  a surrender  made  by  the  said  Gregory 
White,  bearing  even  date  therewith,  of  the  said  copyhold  premises,  to  the  use 
of  the  said  Edmund  Turnor,  the  younger,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  third 
part ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Gregory  White  conveyed  to  the  same 
trustees  and  their  heirs,  the  said  freehold  premises,  on  the  trusts  thereinafter 
mentioned;  and  the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor  directed  that  they  and  their  heirs 
and  assigns  should  for  ever  apply  the  yearly  rent  of  all  the  said  freehold  and 
copyhold  premises  in  manner  thereinafter  mentioned,  viz.  20/.  to  a school- 
master for  teaching  twenty-five  boys  to  read,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  and  in- 
structing them  in  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  10/.  for  placing 
out  two  of  the  said  boys,  yearly,  apprentices,  as  the  said  Edmund  Tumor  the 
younger,  and  the  other  trustees  and  their  assigns,  should  think  proper  ; and  on 
further  trust,  to  apply  the  residue  of  the  said  rents  and  profits  remaining  above 
the  said  two  yearly  sums  of  20/.  and  10/.  towards  repairing  the  school-house  and 
the  buildings  thereto  belonging,  and  in  buying  Bibles  for  the  whole  of  the  said 
twenty-five  boys.  And  the  said  Elizabeth  Turner  directed  that  the  majority 
of  the  trustees  should  have  power  to  appoint  a schoolmaster  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  who  should  have  the  qualifications  following,  viz.  that  he  should  be 
a member  of  the  Church  of  England,  of  sober  life  and  conversation,  and  not 
under  the  age  of  21  years ; that  he  should  be  one  who  should  understand 
well  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion,  should  be  of  a meek  temper 
and  orderly  behaviour,  and  should  keep  good  government  of  himself,  and 
keep  good  orders,  that  he  should  have  a genius  for  teaching,  and  should 
write  a good  hand,  and  understand  arithmetic ; and  that  in  case  the  school- 
master so  to  be  nominated  should  prove  negligent,  or  misbehave  himself^ 
the  majority  of  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  might  remove  him,  and 
appoint  another  qualified  as  aforesaid.  And  she  directed  that  the  said  school- 
master should  read  prayers  every  morning  and  evening  in  the  school-house  in 
the  liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  should  take  care  that  his  scholars 
should  constantly  attend  such  prayers ; and  that  he  should  go  every  Sunday 
with  his  scholars  to  the  parish-church  of  Bonsall.  And  she  also  directed  that 
twenty  of  the  said  twenty-five  boys  to  be  taught  as  aforesaid  should  be  children  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Bonsall,  and  that  the  remaining  five  boys  should  be  children  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  parishes  of  Snitterton  and  Wensley,  such  children  to  be 
nominated  by  a majority  of  the  trustees.  And  it  was  further  declared,  that  the 
two  boys  to  be  put  out  yearly  apprentices,  should  be  chosen  by  a majority  of 
the  trustees  out  of  the  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bonsall  that  should  be 
educated  in  the  said  school ; and  that,  as  often  as  the  trustees  thereby  nomi- 
nated, or  thereafter  to  be  chosen,  should  be  reduced  to  three,  the  survivors 
should  convey  and  surrender  the  said  freehold  and  copyhold  premises  to  two  or 
more  persons  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  such  surviving  trustees,  and  two 
other  persons  to  be  chosen  by  the  said  survivors,  on  the  before-mentioned  trusts. 
And  she  directed  that  the  trustees  should  once  in  every  year,  on  29th  Sep- 
tember, or  oftener,  as  Occasion  should  require,  meet  and  consult  concerning 
the  management  of  the  trusts  ; and  that  what  should  be  agreed  on  touching 
the  trusts,  by  the  majority  of  such  of  the  trustees  as  should  then  meet,  should 
be  observed  and  performed  ; and  that  at  such  annual  meeting  there  should  be 
appointed  by  the  majority  of  the  said  trustees  one  person  out  of  the  said 
trustees  to  be  and  be  called,  and  to  act  as,  treasurer,  who  should  have  the 
receiving  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  the  keeping  and  ordering 
of  the  cash  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  immediate  inspection,  care,  and  govern- 
ment of  the  said  school  and  charity,  and  should  on  29th  September  in  every 
year  report  the  state  and  condition  of  the  same  to  such  of  the  trustees  as  should 
then  meet ; and  that  the  person  appointed  treasurer  for  the  preceding  year 
should,  within  one  week  after  29th  September  in  the  next  year,  pay  over  the 
cash  in  his  hands  to  the  person  chosen  treasurer  for  the  year  ensuing  ; and  that 
f the 
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the  treasurer’s  accounts  for  the  year  preceding  should  be  then  audited  by  the 
rest  of  the  trustees  present ; and  that  the  said  treasurer  should  then  be  dis- 
charged of  the  same  ; and  that  all  reasonable  charges  and  expenses  should  be 
paid  which  he  or  the  said  trustees  should  from  time  toMime  be  put  to  in  the 
business  of  the  said  trust. 

The  above-recited  deed  of  1737,  of  which  there  is  a copy  in  the  before- 
mentioned  book,  contains  recitals  of  considerable  length  (which  are  not  set  out 
in  the  deed  of  1763),  for  the  purpose  of  showing  in  what  manner  the  powers  of 
the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor  to  settle  the  lands  allotted  by  her  for  the  use  of  this 
school  originated.  From  these  recitals,  and  particularly  from  that  of  an  inden- 
ture bearing  date  10th  October  1729,  it  appears  that  on  a sale  from  Thomas 
Bradshaw  and  Frances  his  wife  (who  was  the  sister  of  the  said  Elizabeth 
Turnor)  for  9,000/.  to  William  Ingram,  in  trust  for  the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor, 
of  an  undivided  moiety  of  the  manors,  lands,  &c.  in  the  counties  of  Derby  and 
Stafford,  whereof  Henry  Feme  and  Robert  Feme,  the  father  and  brother  of 
the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor  and  Frances  Bradshaw,  died  seised,  it  was  agreed, 
previously  to  and  as  a part  of  the  contract  for  such  sale,  between  the  said 
Edmund  and  Elizabeth  Turnor,  the  said  Thomas  and  Frances  Bradshaw,  and 
Elizabeth  Feme,  the  mother  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor  and  Frances  Brad- 
shaw, that  a part  of  the  said  undivided  moiety  of  the  premises,  either  freehold 
or  copyhold,  of  the  yearly  value  of  40/.,  should  be  settled  for  the  better  support 
and  maintenance  of  a charity-school  formerly  erected  by  Robert  Feme,  grand- 
father of  the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor,  at  Bonsall,  in  such  manner  and  subject  to 
such  trusts  and  directions  as  the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor  alone,  or  her  heirs,  under 
her  hand  and  seal,  should  appoint ; and  for  which  said  lands  so  to  be  settled 
an  allowance  was  made  in  the  said  purchase-money ; and  that  certain  freehold 
lands  were  vested  in  Noel  Broxholm  and  Timothy  Treadway,  on  trust,  at  the 
request  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor,  to  convey  so  much  of  the  said  premises 
as  with  any  copyhold  lands  settled  for  the  same  purposes,  and  agreed  to  be 
surrendered  to  the  use  of  the  said  Noel  Broxholm  and  Timothy  Treadway, 
should  make  up  the  yearly  value  of  40/.  towards  the  support  of  the  said  charity- 
school. 

Subsequently  to  the  deed  of  1737,  but  previously  to  the  deed  of  1763,  viz. 
in  1742,  Sarah  Flixton  and  others,  in  consideration  of  36/.  conveyed  and  sur- 
rendered to  Bache  Thornhill,  esq.  and  the  other  trustees  appointed  in  1737, 
several  small  parcels  of  land  in  Bonsall,  some  of  which  are  described  as  adjoin- 
ing to  the  lands  of  Mrs.  Turnor.  This  conveyance  is  not  noticed  in  the  deed 
of  1763,  nor  are  the  parcels  so  purchased  specified  in  it,  but  they  probably  form 
part  of  the  property  now  belonging  to  the  school. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  26th  and  27th  February 
1792,  the  said  Edmund  Turnor  and  Robert  Banks  Hodgkinson,  esqrs,,  as  the 
surviving  trustees  under  the  above-abstracted  deeds  of  1763,  conveyed  the 
above-mentioned  freehold  premises  to  Sir  Thomas  Whichcote,  bart.  and  his 
heirs,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Edmund  Turnor  and  Robert  Banks  Hodgkinson, 
and  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  bart.,  Edmund  Tumor  the  younger,  and  the  Rev. 
George  Tumor,  (which  three  last-mentioned  persons  are  therein  stated  to  have 
been  appointed  new  trustees  by  the  said  Edmond  Turnor,  the  conveying  party, 
as  the  heir  of  his  mother  the  said  Elizabeth  Turnor,  deceased)  and  their  heirs, 
on  the  trusts  contained  in  the  deeds  of  1737  and  1763. 

Surrenders  of  the  copyhold  premises  in  Matlock  and  Bonsall,  derived  from 
Tumor’s  charity,  were  also  made  at  the  same  time  on  the  same  trusts. 

Edmund  Turnor,  esq.  of  Stoke  Rochford,  in  Lincolnshire,  described  in  the 
deed  of  1792  as  Edmund  Tumor  the  younger,  is  now  the  sole  surviving  trustee 
under  that  deed,  and  it  is  proposed  that  a new  appointment  of  trustees  shall 
be  made.  This  should  be  done  without  delay ; and  it  would  probably  be 
advantageous  to  the  charity  if  some  gentlemen  living  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bonsall  were  included  in  the  new  appointment  of  trustees. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  premises  granted  by  the  deed  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Cragge,  in  1704  have  ever  been  conveyed  to  new  trustees.  It  would 
therefore  seem  that  they  are  now  vested  in  the  said  Edmund  Turnor,  esq.  as 
the  great-great-grandson  of  Robert  Feme,  the  surviving  trustee  under  that  deed; 
and  it  is  desirable  that  they  also  should  be  conveyed  to  the  trustees  about  to  be 
appointed. 

In  1811  a sum  of  39/.  appears  from  the  accounts  to  have  been  paid  by  the 
trustees  to  Joseph  Greatorex,  for  the  purchase  of  his  land  in  the  Red  Roods  ; 
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Bonsall.  ^ and  a sum  Gf  7/.  19,9.  8</.  is  also  charged  in  the  accounts  for  the  conveyance 

Schoo]  of  the  same,  and  for  enrolling  the  deed  in  Chancery.  We  have  not  seen  this 
conveyance. 

The  Property  belonging  to  this  School  is  comprised  in  the  following  Rental : 


continued. 
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QUANTITY. 

R] 

• 

a.  n.  p. 

£. 

Bonsall  - -| 

Abraham  Frost,  the  School-1 

Dale  Side  ... 
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master  - - -/ 

Chapman  Pingle  - 

1 2 22 
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Joseph  Prince 

A House  and  Garden  - 

. 

2 

D°  - 

Joseph  Walker 
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1 3 31 

2 
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__ 
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— 
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__ 
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f 
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J 
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2 

D°  - - 
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8 
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3 
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l 

D*  - -| 
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0 0 32 
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}* 
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21  0 0 

32 
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- 

25 
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John  Gregory 
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H 

Oi 

0 

0 

12 
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d. 

6 


8 

12 

6 

8 


12  - 
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Some  alterations  of  the  property  have  taken  place  in  consequence  of  in- 
closures since  the  date  of  the  deed  of  1703.  In  1798  a sum  of  4 51.  was  paid 
for  the  redemption  of  the  land-tax  on  the  school-estates. 

All  the  tenancies  are  from  year  to  year,  and  the  rents  are  stated  to  be  of 
a fair  amount. 

In  some  instances,  the  lands  of  the  charity  are  united  with  lands  belonging  to 
other  persons.  It  is  proper  that  the  boundaries  should  be  ascertained,  and 
marked  by  stones. 

The  premises  derived  from  Cragge’s  donation  are  those  which  are  occupied 
by  Abraham  Frost,  the  schoolmaster,  Joseph  Prince,  Joseph  Walker,  and 
Samuel  Swindell. 

The  house  and  corn-mill  in  the  parish  of  Matlock,  now  occupied  by  John 
Garton,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  25/.,  was  until  the  year  1823  let  to  Messrs.  W. 
and  J.  Milnes,  at  the  rent  of  9/-  4 s.  per  annum.  We  are  informed  that  this 
mill  is  much  out  of  repair,  and  would  require  a considerable  sum  to  put  it  into 
good  condition  ; and  that  it  is  considered  by  Mr.  Turnor,  the  surviving  trustee, 
that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  charity  if  instead  of  its  being  repaired  it 
could  be  sold,  and  the  produce  invested  in  the  purchase  of  other  lands  ; but  we 
apprehend  that  the  only  mode  in  which  any  part  of  the  trust-property  can  be 
legally  disposed  of,  is  by  way  of  exchange  under  the  statute  1 and  2 Geo.  4, 
c.  92. 

The  school-premises  at  Bonsall  consist  of  a school-room,  with  a house  and 
a garden,  containing  about  a quarter  of  an  acre,  in  the  occupation  of  the  school- 
master. These  buildings  are  in  good  repair. 

The  present  schoolmaster  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Turnor  in  1821.  He 
receives  the  amount  of  the  rents  of  the  premises  derived  from  Cragge’s  charity, 
being  7 /•  13.9.  6d.,  including  that  of  31.  5s.  6cl.  for  the  lands  in  his  own 
occupation,  for  which  lie  accounts  to  the  receiver.  He  also  receives  40/.  per 
annum  out  of  the  rents  of  the  lands  derived  from  Tumor’s  charity,  which  salary 
was  raised  in  1797  from  20/.  to  30/.,  and  in  1807  to  40/.  The  amount  of  the 
taxes  and  poors-rates  charged  on  the  premises  occupied  by  him,  and  of  a copy- 
hold  rent  of  4 s.  8|d.,  and  of  such  sums  as  are  expended  by  him  in  repairs  of 
the  school-buildings  are  also  repaid  to  him.  In  respect  of  the  emoluments 
which  the  schoolmaster  receives,  lie  instructs  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic, 
and  the  Church-catechism,  fifty  poor  boys  and  girls,  whom  he  admits  into  the 
$ school 
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school  as  vacancies  occur  ; forty-five  of  the  parish  of  Bonsall,  and  the  remaining 
five  of  the  township  of  Wensley  and  Snitterton,  in  the  adjoining  parish  of 
Darley.  The  children  attend  the  church  at  Bonsall,  and  prayers  are  said  daily 
in  the  school. 

Bibles,  testaments,  and  spelling-books  are  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  children 
out  of  the  rents ; and  such  of  the  boys  who  have  been  educated  in  the  school 
as  are  desirous  of  being  apprenticed  are,  on  application  to  the  receiver  of  the 
charity,  placed  out  with  a premium  of  51.  each.  There  has  not  been  on  an 
average,  since  the  year  1806,  more  than  one  boy  in  two  years  thus  apprenticed. 

The  rents  of  the  property  of  this  school  were  received  by  the  late  Mr.  Adam 
Wolley  (who  died  in  1827),  from  1797  to  1823.  The  payments  were  made  by 
him,  and  the  school-buildings  were  repaired,  and  the  boys  apprenticed,  under 
his  direction.  Mr.  Wolley,  as  such  receiver,  was  allowed  a yearly  salary  of 
41.  4^.,  and  his  predecessor  had  the  same  allowance.  From  1823  to  the  present 
time  Mr.  Charles  Clarke,  of  Derby,  has  held  the  situation  of  receiver,  having 
been  appointed  by  Mr.  Turnor,  and  has  received  a yearly  salary  of  7 1.  7s., 
including  the  expenses  of  his  journies  to  receive  the  rents,  and  settle  the  accounts. 
A sum  of  1/.  125.  is  allowed  out  of  each  half-year’s  rents,  for  refreshments  for 
the  tenants  on  the  rent-day. 

The  accounts  kept  by  Mr.  Wolley  appear  to  have  been  audited  and  signed 
by  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  as  one  of  the  trustees,  in  1801,  and  from  that  time  until 
1815,  usually  in  each  year. 

In  1818  and  in  1820  the  accounts  up  to  those  periods  respectively  were 
signed  by  Mr.  Turnor. 

On  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Wolley  to  Lady-day  1823,  and  on  those  of  Mr.  Clarke 
from  that  time  to  Lady-day  1827,  as  made  out  for  the  audit  and  signature  of 
Mr.  Turnor,  there  is  a balance  in  favour  of  the  charity  of  460/.  7s.  3d.  In 
this  balance  is  included  a sum  of  82/.,  with  an  accumulation  of  interest 
thereon,  received  by  Mr.  Wolley  in  1823  from  Messrs.  W.  and  J.  Milnes,  which 
principal  sum  had  been  lent  to  them  in  1804,  having  arisen  from  a surplus 
of  the  income  of  Tumor’s  charity  previously  to  that  time.  The  sum  received 
from  Messrs.  Milnes  was  deposited  in  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Notting- 
ham, in  the  name  of  Mr.  Turnor.  The  amount  of  the  money  now  in  that 
bank,  arising  from  this  deposit,  is  137/.  105. 

As  soon  as  the  proposed  appointment  of  new  trustees  shall  be  completed  it 
will  be  a proper  subject  for  their  consideration  in  what  mode  the  balance  in 
hand,  and  the  considerable  annual  surplus  arising  from  the  excess  of  the  rents 
beyond  the  present  expenditure,  can  be  most  beneficially  applied  in  furthering 
the  objects  of  the  charity. 

If  it  should  be  determined  by  the  trustees  that  the  before-mentioned  mill  in 
the  parish  of  Matlock  should  be  repaired,  it  is  supposed  that  the  whole  of  the 
balance  in-hand  would  be  required  for  that  purpose,  but  that  the  sums  to  be 
thus  expended  would  not  produce  any  considerable  increase  of  the  rent  of 
the  mill. 
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Annuities  for  the  Poor. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  it  is  stated  that  a person  unknown  Annuities  for  the 
gave  11.  105.  per  annum  for  bread  to  the  poor,  and  that  — Needham  gave  Poor. 

2/.  105.  per  annum  for  the  same  purpose. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  documents  relating  to  these  two  cha- 
rities. 


In  respect  of  the  former,  an  annual  sum  of  1 /.  105.  is  now  paid  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  Greville,  Rector  of  Bonsall,  as  being  in  the  possession  of  a meadow 
called  Kirk  Meadow,  part  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  rectory,  to  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  is  applied  by  them  in  a distribution  of 
fourpenny  loaves  amongst  settled  poor  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  on  Good 
Friday.  In  respect  of  the  latter,  (as  it  is  supposed,)  the  following  annual  pay- 
ments are  made  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  out  of  lands,  being 
copyhold  of  the  manor  of  Bonsall,  to  the  amount  of  2/.  IS  5.  being  85.  more 
than  the  sum  stated  in  the  Returns. 
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By  Mary  Marple,  out  of  a piece  of  land  called  John  Croft’s  Land,  con- 
taining about  5 acres  ------- 

.Ditto,  out  of  a close  called  Butcher’s  Close,  containing  about  3 acres  - 
The  heirs  of  Isaac  Twigg,  out  of  a moiety  of  a close  called  Brook 
Furlong,  containing  about  5 acres  ------ 

Mrs.  Prince,  out  of  the  other  moiety  of  the  said  close  - 

Philip  Gell,  esq.  out  of  land  called  Toplis  Land  ----- 

Alexander  Dury,  esq.  out  of  land  called  Pool  Croft  - 

Elizabeth  Pearson,  out  of  a close  called  Bollington  Close  - - - 

Robert  Clayton,  out  of  a close  called  Rye  Close  - 


£.  s.  d. 

1 211 

-42 

-4  -i 

- 4 ~ 4 
-47 
-47 

- 8 - * 

- S 81 


£. 


2 18  - 


This  sum  of  2/.  18  5.  is  applied  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  in  a 
distribution  of  eightpenny  loaves  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  above-mentioned 
description  on  St.  Thomas’s-day. 


Gisborne’s  Charity. 

Gisborne’s  Charity.  The  poor  of  this  parish  partake  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Gisborne’s  Charity. 
See  Ashborne. 


PARISH  OF  BRADBORNE. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BRADBORNE. 

Buxton’s  Charity. 

Bradbome.  By  Indenture,  bearing  date  31st  December  1655,  (as  appears  from  a copy 
- — - thereof  produced  to  us),  between  George  Buxton,  and  Henry  Buxton  his  son 

Buxton  s Charity.  an(j  0f  one  part?  and  Edward  Pegg  the  younger,  and  five  others,  of  the 
other  part,  reciting  that  the  said  George  Buxton  was  minded  to  settle  40s. 
a year  to  the  uses  following  ; viz.  20s.  to  the  poor  of  Bradbome,  and  20s.  to 
the  poor  of  the  town  of  Brassington ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said 
George  and  Henry  Buxton  were,  or  one  of  them  was,  seised  in  fee  of  a Close, 
situate  in  Brassington,  called  Shelbroad  Close,  the  said  George  and  Henry 
Buxton  granted  to  the  said  Edward  Pegg  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a yearly 
rentcharge  of  40s.,  to  be  payable  out  of  the  said  Close  after  the  death  of  the 
said  George,  by  the  said  Henry,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  unto  the  said  Edward 
Pegg  and  others,  and  the  survivor  of  them  and  his  heirs,  on  the  21  st  December, 
yearly,  for  the  uses  above  mentioned,  with  power  for  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part,  and  their  heirs,  to  distrain  for  the  same  in  case  of  its  being  in 
arrear  tor  four  days.  And  it  was  declared  that  the  said  rentcharge  was  for 
the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  towns  respectively,  to  be  paid  yearly,  on  Saint 
Thomas’s-day,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  and 
two  or  three  of  the  most  able  men  within  the  said  towns. 

The  present  owner  of  Shelbroad  Close  is  Mrs.  Sarah  Toplis,  whose  son, 
George  Toplis,  pays  205.  yearly,  at  Christmas,  to  the  vicar  of  Bradbome,  by 
whom  it  is  distributed  at  that  time  in  small  sums  amongst  poor  persons  of 
Bradbome. 

The  application  of  the  other  annual  sum  of  205.  mentioned  in  the  deed, 
will  be  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  Chapelry  of  Brass- 
ington, 

Gisborne’s  Charity. 

Gisborne’s  Charity.  The  Vicarage  of  Bradbome  is  one  of  the  places  to  which  the  charity  of  the 

Rev.  Francis  Gisborne  extends.  See  Ashborne. 

As  each  of  the  chapelries  at  Atlow,  Ballidon,  and  Brassington,  in  this  parish, 
is  entitled  to  a distinct  share  of  this  charity,  the  distribution  of  the  portion 
received  by  the  vicar  is  confined  to  the  parts  of  the  parish  under  his  immediate 
superintendance. 

CHAPELRY  OF  ATLOW. 

Mercy  Okeover’s  and  Spencer’s  Charities. 

M.  Okeover’s  and  The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  Mercy  OJceover , in  1741 
Spencer’s  Charities,  gave  5 and  that  Mara  Spencei'  in  1742  gave  51.  to  the  poor  of  Atlow,  and 

that 
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that  these  two  sums  were  vested  in  the  parish,  and  produced  5 s.  each  per  Atlow. 

annum.  ]y[  Okeover’sand 

It  is  supposed  that  these  two  sums  of  51.  each  were  applied  many  years  ago  Spencer’s  Charities, 


is  now 


towards  the  repair  of  the  chapel  of  Atlow.  An  annual  sum  of  105. 
paid  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  out  of  the  poors  rates,  as  the  interest 
thereof,  and  is  distributed  in  sums  of  Is.  each,  amongst  the  poorest  objects  in 
the  parish. 

Rowland  Okeover’s  Charity. 

The  Chapelry  of  Atlow  partakes  of  the  benefit  of  one  branch  of  Rowland 
Okeover’s  charity,  founded  in  1727,  which  was  mentioned  in  our  13th  Report, 
p.  399,  as  not  being  within  the  scope  of  our  inquiry,  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury having  been  appointed  by  the  founder  special  visitor  thereof. 

The  particulars  of  another  branch  of  this  charity  will  be  stated  in  the 
account  of  the  Charities  of  Mappleton,  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report. 
The  estate  belonging  to  the  charity  is  in  the  Chapelry  of  Atlow. 

Gisborne’s  Charity. 

The  poor  of  this  Chapelry  partake  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Gisborne’s  charity. 
See  Ashborne. 
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CHAPELRY  OF  BALLIDON. 


Harvey’s  Charity. 

William  Harvey,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  3d  April  1699,  and  proved  at  Ballidon. 

Lichfield  in  1706,  gave  all  his  houses,  lands  and  tenements,  in  the  town  of  *7— 
Ballidon,  in  the  parish  of  Bradborne,  to  Thomas  Robinson  for  life,  with  aneyb  ianF 
remainder  to  his  wife  Helen  Robinson  for  life,  with  remainder  to  John 
Robinson,  their  son,  and  his  heirs,  paying  to  the  poor  of  Ballidon  10s.  a year 
for  ever,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day. 

A conveyance  was  produced  to  us,  whereby  Thomas  Hulme  and  others,  in 
1757,  conveyed  to  John  Buxton  a dwelling-house  and  Croft,  and  another 
dwelling-house,  and  garden,  in  Ballidon.  In  the  covenant  in  this  conveyance 
against  encumbrances  an  exception  is  introduced  of  10s.  a year,  payable  to  the 
poor  of  Ballidon. 

The  above-mentioned  croft,  which  is  called  Harvey’s  Croft,  has  been  lately 
sold  by  Messrs.  John  and  William  Buxton,  who  are  brothers,  and  were  the 
joint  owners  thereof,  to  Roger  Cox,  esq.,  and  we  are  informed  that  in  the 
conveyance  to  him,  dated  in  1827,  an  annual  payment  of  10s.  to  the  poor  is 
mentioned  as  being  a charge  on  the  croft. 

The  Messrs.  Buxton  were  accustomed  to  distribute  the  annual  sum  of  10  s. 
amongst  poor  persons  of  Ballidon  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  ; but  it  is  stated  that 
one  or  two  years  before  the  conveyance  of  the  croft  to  Mr.  Cox  this  distribu- 
tion was  discontinued.  There  seems,  however,  to  be  no  doubt  of  their  liability 
to  make  the  payment  up  to  the  time  of  the  sale,  and  of  Mr.  Cox’s  liabihty 
from  that  time. 

Annual  Sum  of  20s. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  annuity  of  10s.  arising  from  Harvey’s  Annual  Sum  of  20s. 
charity  we  are  informed  that  an  annual  sum  of  1 1.  was,  until  within  the  last 
few  years,  distributed  to  the  poor  of  Ballidon  by  the  above-mentioned  John 
and  William  Buxton.  This  payment  appears  to  have  been  discontinued  by 
them  on  the  supposed  ground  that  it  was  a charge  on  a farm  in  this  chapelry, 
containing  about  60  acres,  called  Fields,  which  they  sold  to  the  above-mentioned 
Mr.  Cox  about  the  year  1818,  but  we  are  informed  that  no  such  charge  appears 
in  the  title-deeds  of  that  farm. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  this  annual  sum  of  1 /.  is  stated  to 
have  been  derived  from  the  gift  of  some  unknown  donor,  and  to  be  then 
vested  in  Thomas  Buxton  ; but  it  does  not  clearly  appear  from  those  Returns 
whether  it  was  then  considered  to  be  a charge  on  land,  or  the  interest  of  money. 

Unless,  therefore,  it  can  be  shown  that  it  was  paid  as  the  interest  of  money, 
and  that  the  principal  sum  came  into  the  hands  of  Messrs.  John  and  William 
Buxton,  we  apprehend  that  no  claim  on  behalf  of  the  poor  to  the  annual  pay- 
ment can  be  substantiated. 

Gisborne’s  Charity. 

The  poor  of  this  Chapelry  partake  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Gisborne’s  charity.  Gisborne’s  Charity 
See  Ashborne.  G 
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Brassington. 


John  Buxton’s 
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CHAPEL11Y  OF  BRASSINGTON. 

John  Buxton’s  Charity. 

John  Buxton,  of  Brassington,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  22d  June  1699,  and 
proved  at  Lichfield,  in  October  in  the  same  year,  by  his  nephew  and  executor 
John  Buxton,  of  Ashborne,  gave  to  his  said  nephew  and  his  heirs  his  two 
houses  in  Nottingham,  with  all  his  lands  and  tenements  in  and  near  Notting- 
ham, which  he  bought  of  his  cousin  Richard  Edge,  to  the  intent  that  his  said 
nephew  should  sell  the  same  back  to  the  said  Richard  Edge  for  200/.,  100/. 
whereof  he  directed  that  his  nephew  should  dispose  of  amongst  his  sisters,  as 
he  pleased ; and  for  the  other  100/.  his  will  was  that  his  said  nephew  should 
by  5/.  per  annum,  being  the  interest,  put  forth  a poor  child  of  Brassington, 
with  the  said  interest,  every  year,  for  ever ; and  that  he  should  purchase  land 
to  secure  the  same  accordingly.  And  he  gave  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate 
to  his  said  nephew  John  Buxton,  and  made  him  the  sole  executor  of  his  will. 

In  a former  part  of  his  will  he  gave  his  moiety  of  the  manor  of  Brassington, 
and  all  his  messuages  and  lands  in  Brassington,  to  such  issue  as  his  wife  was 
then  with  child  with,  and  his  heirs ; and  after  the  death  of  such  issue  to  his 
said  nephew  John  Buxton,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  and  for  want  of 
such  issue,  to  his  nephew  William  Newton  and  his  heirs. 

Although  this  testator’s  donation  of  100/.  for  apprenticing  poor  children  of 
Brassington  was  by  the  directions  of  his  will  to  arise  from  the  sale  of  property 
in  Nottingham,  an  annual  sum  of  51.  appears  to  have  been  paid  for  a con- 
siderable length  of  time  in  respect  of  this  charity,  by  the  successive  possessors 
of  the  estate  at  Brassington,  devised  by  the  same  will,  and  therefore  it  may  be 
proper  to  trace,  as  far  as  the  information  we  have  obtained  will  enable  us,  the 
ownership  of  that  estate. 

Some  years  after  John  Buxton’s  death  it  appears  to  have  been  in  the  pos- 
session of  Richard  Buxton,  but  we  cannot  state  with  accuracy  in  what  degree 
lie  was  related  to  John  Buxton  the  donor  of  the  100/. 

This  Richard  Buxton,  by  his  will  dated  in  1722,  devised  this  estate  to  his 
cousin  William  Newton,  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his  son  William  Newton, 
in  tail,  and  remainder  to  his  younger  son  Thomas  Newton,  in  fee.  It  appears 
that  William  Newton  the  father  died  in  1725,  and  that  Thomas  Newton  his 
younger  son  died  a minor  in  1729- 

William  Newton  the  son  had  three  daughters,  and  after  levying  a fine  in 
Hilary  Term,  12  Geo.  II.  he,  by  his  Will,  which  was  proved  at  Lichfield  in 
174<8,  devised  his  moiety  of  the  manor  of  Brassington,  and  all  his  messuages 
and  lands  there,  to  his  two  younger  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Frances,  in  fee, 
as  tenants  in  common,  having  in  a preceding  part  of  his  will  given  other  lands 
in  Derbyshire  to  his  eldest  daughter  Mary.  Of  these  daughters  Mary  married 
Richard  Hayne,  esq. ; Frances  married  William  Locker,  esq.,  now  of  Tillington, 
in  Staffordshire ; and  Elizabeth  died  about  the  year  1780,  unmarried,  and 
intestate,  in  consequence  of  which  her  share  in  the  Brassington  estate 
descended  to  her  two  sisters,  as  her  co-heiresses  at  law. 

After  the  decease  of  Richard  Hayne,  Mary  Hayne,  his  widow,  (who  died 
about  1802),  devised  her  share  of  this  estate  to  her  son  John,  for  life,  (who 
died  about  1808),  with  remainder  to  her  son  Thomas  in  fee.  Thomas  Hayne 
afterwards  became  a bankrupt,  and  his  share  of  the  estate  was  purchased  of 
his  assignees  by  Mr.  William  Locker,  who  was  previously  the  owner  of  the 
residue  thereof,  and  who  continued  in  possession  of  the  whole  until  about  four 
years  ago,  when  he  sold  it  to  Mr.  George  Gregory,  of  llepton,  who  admitted 
Mr.  William  Charlton,  of  Brassington,  to  a share  of  the  purchase. 

We  are  informed  that  the  rents  of  this  estate  were  received  by  Mr.  Richard 
Hayne  until  about  the  year  1784,  and  after  that  time  by  Mr.  Locker,  until 
he  sold  the  estate ; that  Mr.  Richard  Hayne,  whenever  there  was  a boy  of 
Brassington  fit  to  be  apprenticed,  on  application  being  made  by  the  overseers 
of  the  poor,  paid  51.  for  a premium  to  place  him  out;  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  sums  were  paid  in  those  years  in  which  there  was  no  boy  fit  to,  be 
apprenticed  ; that  payments  were  made  in  a similar  manner  by  Mr.  Locker, 
who  sometimes  objected  to  the  demands  for  such  payment  until  the  year  1819, 
when  a copy  of  the  above-mentioned  donor’s  will  was  procured  from  Lichfield  ; 
and  that  latterly  the  payments  were  made  by  him  after  the  rate  of  51.  for  each 
year,  apprentices  being  from  time  to  time  placed  out  with  premiums,  usually  of 

more 


Derby.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  53 

more  than  51.,  and  an  account  being  kept  between  Mr.  Locker  and  the  over-  Brassington’s 
seers  of  what  was  due  according  to  that  rate;  that  the  last  payment  made  by  — — 

Mr.  Locker  was  for  the  year  ending  at  Lady-day  1824  ; and  that  receipts  were  ° charity!*1* 
given  by  the  overseers  for  the  time  being  to  Mr.  Locker  for  the  sums  paid  by  continued. 

him,  as  being  on  account  of  the  yearly  sum  of  5l.  given  by  the  will  of  ^ " 

John  Buxton. 

In  the  accounts  of  the  overseers  of  Brassington  for  the  year  ending  at  Lady- 
day  1824,  a sum  of  10/.  is  stated  to  have  been  received  of  William  Locker, 
being  5l.  a year  for  the  years  1821  and  1822,  left  by  the  will  of  John  Buxton, 
and  in  the  accounts  for  the  following  year,  there  is  a similar  entry  of  the 
receipt  of  10/.  for  the  years  1823  and  1824. 

Mr.  George  Toplis,  an  inhabitant  of  Brassington,  who  is  more  than  GO  years 
of  age,  and  has  long  been  conversant  with  the  affairs  of  this  chapelry,  has  in  his 
possession  indentures  of  boys  apprenticed  from  this  charity  of  the  dates  of  1758, 

1762,  1776,  1783,  1790,  1797,  and  of  various  years  from  1807  to  1823. 

After  Mr.  Locker  sold  the  estate,  applications  for  the  annual  payment  of  51. 
were  made  to  Mr.  William  Charlton,  as  having  purchased  a part  thereof,  who 
refused  to  continue  it. 

It  is  stated  on  a table  of  benefactions  in  the  chapel  of  Brassington,  bearing 
the  date  of  1806,  that  John  Buxton  gave  51.  annually,  for  ever,  towards  the 
putting  out  an  apprentice,  to  be  paid  out  of  lands  or  estates  in  Brassington, 
then  the  property  of  John  Hayne  and  William  Locker,  esquires.  This  state- 
ment would  seem  to  imply  that  the  annual  sum  of  51.  was  charged  by  John 
Buxton  on  the  Brassington  estate  ; but  it  appears  from  the  will  that  the  origi- 
nal donation  was  a sum  of  100/.  to  be  raised,  not  out  of  that  estate,  but  by  the 
sale  of  property  at  Nottingham.  It  shows,  however,  that  the  estate  at  Brass- 
ington formerly  belonging  to  the  donor  was  considered  by  the  inhabitants  of 
that  place  liable  to  this  payment. 

It  would  at  this  time  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  ascertain  whether  the 
houses  at  Nottingham  charged  with  the  payment  of  this  100/.  were  sold  by  the 
donor’s  nephew  and  executor,  John  Buxton;  and  if  they  where  so  sold,  in  what 
manner  the  purchase-money  was  disposed  of;  but  it  may  be  a question  whether 
the  payments  which  have  been  made  by  the  owners  of  the  estate  at  Brassington, 
formerly  belonging  to  the  person  hy  whose  will  the  100/.  was  given,  are  not 
sufficient  to  raise  a presumption,  either  that  the  annual  sum  of  5 /.  was  charged 
thereon  by  some  instrument  subsequent  to  the  donor’s  death,  but  prior  to  the 
Act  of  9 Geo.  II.  c.  36.,  or  that  the  sum  of  100/.  came  into  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Richard  Hayne,  and  afterwards  of  Mr.  Locker,  and  that  the  payments  made 
by  them  were  in  respect  of  the  interest  thereof.  We  apprehend  that  in  the 
former  case  the  estate  would  now  be  held  liable  to  the  yearly  sum  of  5 /. ; and  that 
in  the  latter  Mr.  Locker,  by  whom  the  last  payments  were  made  to  the  charity, 
ought  to  account  to  it  for  the  said  sum  of  100  /.  with  the  arrears  of  interest, 
from  the  year  1824,  although  he  might  not  be  the  person  ultimately  liable  to 
the  payment  of  the  same,  as  we  are  informed  that  the  estate  was  sold  by  him 
to  Mr.  Gregory,  subject  to  the  above-mentioned  charge,  if  valid,  and  with  an 
agreement  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser  to  indemnify  him  against  it.  We  have 
not  seen  either  the  contract  for  this  sale,  or  the  conveyance  of  the  property  ; 
but  Mr.  Charlton,  who  was  examined  by  us,  stated  that  the  contract  between 
Mr.  Locker  and  Mr.  Gregory  contained  a stipulation  that  the  latter  should 
indemnify  the  former  in  the  manner  above  stated  ; and  that  he  (Mr.  Charlton) 
afterwards  agreed  with  Mr.  Gregory  to  share  his  purchase,  but  that  he 
did  not  at  the  time  of  that  agreement  see  Mr.  Gregory’s  contract,  and  was  not 
aware  of  the  supposed  charge  until  the  time  when  the  conveyance  was  made 
to  himself.  This,  however,  appears  to  be  unimportant,  as  Mr.  Charlton  admits 
that  lie  accepted  the  conveyance  subject  to  the  supposed  charge,  if  valid. 

At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry,  (March  1827,)  the  greater  part  of  the  estate, 
the  whole  of  which  contained  nearly  600  acres,  had  been  re-sold  by  Mr. 

Gregory  and  Mr,  Charlton  in  lots,  to  various  purchasers,  but  the  former  at  that 
time  retained  about  84  acres,  and  the  latter  about  70  acres,  subject  to  a contract 
for  the  sale  of  23  acres  at  Lady-day,  1827. 

We  had  not  an  opportunity  of  examining  either  Mr.  Locker  or  Mr.  Gregory ; 
but  in  answer  to  an  application  made  by  our  direction  to  Mr.  Locker,  a letter  has 
been  received  from  his  solicitor,  Mr.  Thomas  Higgott,  of  Uttoxeter,  who  states 
that  the  name  of  John  Buxton  does  not  appear  on  the  title  to  the  estate,  sold 
Rep.  19.  H by 
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by  Mr.  Locker  to  Mr.  Gregory  ; that  it  is  true  that  51.  has  been  paid  by  suc- 
cessive owners  of  the  estate,  but  that  as  respects  Mr.  Locker  he  never  was 
satisfied  of  his  obligation  to  pay  it,  and  often  demurred  when  applied  to  for  the 
money,  calling  on  the  applicants  to  show  their  right  to  it.  He  further  states 
that  Mr.  Locker  was  himself  a purchaser  of  the  estate  at  Brassington  ; that  he 
both  bought  and  sold  again  subject,  to  the  supposed  charge,  and  that  he  will 
under  these  circumstances  resist  any  demand  made  upon  him  on  this  account. 

This  statement  as  to  Mr.  Locker  having  been  a purchaser  of  the  estate  does 
not  coincide  with  the  traditionary  information  above  mentioned  to  have  been 
received  from  Mr.  George  Toplis  respecting  the  former  ownership  thereof, 
according  to  which  he  was  a purchaser  of  one  fourth  only  of  the  property;  but  if 
the  conveyance  of  any  part  of  the  estate  to  Mr.  Locker  contained  a notice  of 
the  supposed  charge,  it  may  tend  to  strengthen  the  claim  in  support  of  the 
charity  on  the  estate. 

Mr.  Gregory,  in  a letter  which  has  been  received  in  answer  to  one  sent  to 
him  by  our  direction,  expresses  his  willingness,  that  if  there  is  any  claim  on  the 
estate  it  should  be  paid  ; and  states,  that  on  a settlement  of  accounts  between 
Mr.  Charlton  and  himself,  a sum  of  60  /.  was  kept  back  by  Mr.  Charlton  towards 
providing  for  this  charity,  if  it  should  be  found  to  be  chargeable  on  the  estate, 
and  that  in  such  case  Mr.  Charlton  was  to  make  up  the  residue  of  the  100/., 
with  an  understanding  that  if  it  was  not  so  chargeable  this  sum  of  60/.  should 
be  returned  to  Mr.  Gregory. 

Mr.  Charlton,  who  at  the  time  of  his  examination  by  us  was  undecided 
whether  he  would  agree  to  pay  this  sum  of  100/.,  subsequently  informed  us 
by  letter,  after  consulting  with  his  professional  adviser,  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  pay  it. 

George  Buxton’s  Charity. 

In  the  above  account  of  the  charities  of  Bradborne  we  have  given  an 
abstract  of  a deed  dated  in  1655,  whereby  a yearly  rentcharge  of  405.  was 
granted  out  of  a close  called  Shelbroad,  in  this  chapelry,  20 s.  thereof  being 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Brassington. 

This  annual  sum  of  205.  is  paid  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Toplis,  who  is  the  present 
owner  of  Shelbroad  Close,  to  the  chapel  wardens  and  overseers  of  this  chapelry, 
and  is,  together  with  the  annual  sums  of  205.  arising  from  Mather’s  charity, 
305.  from  German  Buxton’s  charity,  305.  from  Toplis’s  charity,  and  31.  3s. 
from  Robert  Dale’s  charity,  the  whole  amounting  to  8/.  3.5,  distributed  at 
a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  at  the  chapelry,  shortly  after  St.  Thomas’s-day, 
amongst  such  of  the  poor  as  are  not  in  the  receipt  of  regular  relief  from  the 
poors  rates,  in  sums  varying  from  7 s.  to  15. 

Mather’s  Charity. 

It  appears  from  a copy  of  Court-roll  of  the  manor  of  Brassington,  that  at  a court 
of  the  said  manor,  holden  24th  October  1804,  it  was  found  that  John  Prest- 
widge,  a customary  tenant  of  the  manor,  had  died  several  years  before,  intestate, 
seised,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor,  of  a close  in  Brassington,  called 
Buck  Leather  Close,  subject  to  the  payment  of  205.  yearly  to  20  poor  people 
of  Brassington  ; and  that  another  John  Prestwidge  was  at  the  said  court  admitted 
as  tenant  to  the  said  close,  with  other  premises,  to  the  use  of  him  and  his  heirs. 

This  annual  sum  of  205.  is  stated  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  to 
have  been  given  by  the  Will  of  Samuel  Mather,  the  date  of  which  was  unknown. 

The  Buck  Leather  Close  is  now  the  property  of  the  last-mentioned  John 
Prestwidge,  who  pays  205.  annually  to  the  chapelwardens  and  overseers. 

German  Buxton’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  the  table  of  benefactions  in  the  chapel  of  Brassington,  dated 
in  1806,  that  German  Buxton  gave  305.  per  annum  out  of  lands  in  the  parish 
of  Bradborne,  the  property  of  George  Buxton,  esq. 

The  annual  sum  of  205.,  part  of  this  donation,  is  paid  by  William  Burton, 
the  tenant  of  a close  called  the  Old  John  Close,  part  of  the  Sandpit  Low 
Farm,  in  Bradborne,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Twigge,  and  the  annual  sum  of  105., 
the  residue  thereof,  is  paid  by  Francis  Webster,  the  tenant  of  a farm  containing 
about  50  acres  in  Bradborne,  the  property  of  the  Rev.  German  Buxton,  to 
the  chapelwardens  and  overseers. 
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Toplis’s  Charity.  Brassingtou. 

It  is  also  stated  on  the  table  of  benefactions  that  30  s.  is  annually 
the  poor  out  of  lands  in  Brassington,  the  property  of  Ralph  Toplis. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786, Toplis  is  mentioned  as  the  " ' 

donor  of  this  charity,  but  the  date  of  it  is  stated  to  be  unknown. 

This  annual  sum  of  30  s.  is  now  paid  by  Thomas  Toplis,  as  the  tenant  under 
Thomas  Dakin,  of  a piece  of  land  called  the  Well  Pingle,  near  the  town  of 
Brassington,  containing  1a.  2r.  30p.,  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers. 

Robert  Dale’s  Charity. 

Robert  Dale , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  23d  August  1744,  and  proved  at  Robert  Dale’s 
Lichfield  in  1751,  gave  40/.  to  the  poor  of  Brassington,  to  be  divided  at  Charity. 

Christmas  or  Candlemas,  and  he  directed  that  it  should  be  invested  on  landed 
security  in  three  trustees,  of  whom  the  parson  for  the  time  being  should  be  one, 
and  that  on  the  death  of  any  of  them  the  survivors  should  choose  a new  trustee 
out  of  the  honest  and  substantial  inhabitants. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  5th  April  1787,  made  between  Frances  Ridgway 
and  John  Goodwin  of  the  first  part,  Robert  Dale,  acting  executor  named  in  the 
will  of  the  said  Robert  Dale,  of  the  second  part,  and  the  llev.  Thomas  Rowe, 
of  Bradborne,  clerk,  and  Wdlliam  Wilcock  and  Joseph  Johnson,  both  of  Bras- 
sington, of  the  third  part ; after  reciting  that  the  above-mentioned  legacy  of 
40/.  had  not  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  and  that  the  said  Robert 
Dale,  party  thereto,  had  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  the  piece  of  land 
thereinafter  mentioned  for  the  sum  of  4S/.,  which  was  intended  to  be  conveyed 
to  the  charitable  uses  thereinafter  declared ; It  was  witnessed,  that  in  con- 
sideration of  the  said  sum  of  48  /.  (40/.  thereof  being  the  sum  given  by  the 
will  of  the  before-mentioned  Robert  Dale,  and  the  remainder  being  interest 
due  thereon  before  the  execution  of  that  deed),  the  said  Frances  Ridgway  and 
John  Goodwin,  by  the  direction  of  the  said  Robert  Dale,  granted  to  the  said 
Thomas  Rowe  and  others,  of  the  third  part,  and  their  heirs,  a piece  of  land 
situate  in  Hognaston,  lately  inclosed  out  of  a common  pasture  called  Hog- 
naston  Old  Field,  containing  by  estimation  two  acres,  bounded  as  therein 
described,  on  trust,  that  they  should,  on  every  21st  December  and  2d  February, 
dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  piece  of  land,  in  such  shares  as 
they  should  think  proper,  amongst  such  poor  and  industrious  people,  having 
settlements  within  the  said  parish  of  Brassington,  as  they  should  think  most 
necessitous  and  worthy  of  charity  ; provided,  that  on  the  death  of  any  one  of 
the  trustees  the  survivors  should  convey  the  said  piece  of  land  to  a new 
trustee  and  his  heirs,  to  the  use  of  such  new  trustee,  and  the  survivors  and 
their  heirs,  on  the  same  trusts. 

All  the  trustees  named  in  this  deed  are  dead,  Mr.  William  Wilcock  having 
been  the  survivor  of  them.  There  has  been  no  new  appointment  of  trustees. 

The  close  in  Hognaston  thus  purchased  contains  1a.  3r.  34p.,  and  is  now 
in  the  occupation  of  William  Wheeldon,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of 
31.  3 s.  per  annum,  to  which  amount  it  was  raised  about  six  years  ago  from 
1/.  10y.  The  amount  of  the  increased  rent  was  settled  at  a meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  chapelry. 

Mr.  William  Charlton,  of  Brassington,  states  it  to  be  Ins  opinion  that  the 
close  is  worth  double  the  amount  of  the  present  rent ; but  the  minister  and 
churchwarden,  and  Mr.  George  Toplis,  of  Brassington,  state  that  they  consider 
the  rent  to  be  of  a fair  amount,  and  that  in  their  opinion  no  tenant  could  afford 
to  give  4 /.  per  annum  for  it. 

The  application  of  the  income  of  this  and  the  three  preceding  charities  has 
been  stated  in  the  above  account  of  George  Buxton’s  charity. 

Gisborne’s  Charity. 

The  poor  of  this  chapelry  partake  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Gisborne’s  charity.  Gisborne’s  Charity. 
See  Ashborne. 

Thurstan  Dale’s  Charity. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  12th  June  1742,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery,  Thurstan  Dale’s 
Thurstan  Dale,  out  of  a pious  intention  to  have  12  poor  children  instructed  as  Chanty, 
therein  mentioned,  granted  to  Robert  Dale  the  elder,  and  his  heirs,  a close  of 
land  situate  within  the  liberty  ot  Brassington,  at  or  near  Brassington  Pasture 
Gate,  called  the  Long  Cliff  Close,  011  trust,  that  he  and  his  heirs  should  yearly 
pay  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  such  schoolmaster  or  schoolmistress,  for  the 
teacing  of  such  12  poor  children  belonging  to  the  liberty  aforesaid  in  reading, 

H 2 writings 


ayable  to 


Toplis’s  Charity. 


5G 


FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 


Brassington.  writing,  or  other  education,  as  the  said  Robert  Dale  should  during  his  life 
ThurstarToale’s  direct  > an<i  a^ter  death,  as  the  owner  for  the  time  being  of  the  capital 
Charity ,a  messuage  called  How  Grange,  in  Brassington,  then  belonging  to  the  said 

continued.  Thurstan  Dale,  should  direct,  it  being  his  intention  that  the  owners  of  the  said 

v' J Grange  should  at  all  times  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Robert  Dale  have  the 

nomination  of  such  master  or  mistress,  and  the  election  of  such  12  poor 
children  belonging  to  the  said  liberty  of  Brassington  to  be  taught  as  aforesaid. 

Robert  Dale,  esq.,  as  being  the  owner  of  the  messuage  mentioned  in  this 
will,  called  How  Grange,  is  the  present  trustee  of  this  charity. 

The  Long  Cliff  Close,  now  divided  into  two  parts,  contains  about  four  acres, 
and  there  is  an  allotment  belonging  to  the  charity  containing  about  three 
roods,  made  on  the  inclosure  of  the  common  fields  of  Brassington  about 
20  years  ago.  These  premises  are  stated  to  be  worth  about  10/.  per  annum,  and 
are  occupied  by  a schoolmaster,  who  in  respect  thereof  instructs  in  reading, 
12  poor  children  of  Brassington.  The  present  schoolmaster  was  appointed  by 
Mr.  Dale,  who  resides  at  Ashborne ; the  children  have  been  usually  appointed 
by  the  inhabitants  at  a parish  meeting.  The  master  teaches  the  children  in 
a house  belonging  to  himself,  and  has  other  scholars,  for  whose  instruction  he 
is  paid  by  their  parents. 


PARISH  OF  CARSINGTON. 

Carsington.  Mrs.  TEMPERANCE  GeLL’s  SCHOOL. 

” As  our  information  is  incomplete  on  some  points  relating  to  this  school,  the 

* Gell^Schod^  particulars  of  it  will  be  stated  in  a future  Report. 

Widows  Beastgates. 

Widows  On  an  inclosure  of  a stinted  pasture  in  this  parish,  called  Carsington  Hill, 

Beastgates.  which  took  place  in  1826,  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1825,  a portion 

of  land  was  allotted  in  respect  of  two  beastgates,  which  have  been  for  many 
years  enjoyed  by  two  poor  widows  of  this  parish,  appointed  from  time  to  time 
by  Philip  Gell,  esq.  since  he  has  been  the  owner  of  Hopton  Hall,  and  previously 
by  his  father. 

The  award  of  the  commissioner  of  the  inclosure  had  not  been  executed  at 
the  time  of  our  Investigation  (August  1827),  and  we  were  informed  that  the 
commissioner  doubted  to  whom,  as  a trustee,  he  ought  to  award  this  land. 

The  origin  of  this  charity  is  not  known.  One  Robert  Hayward,  who  died  at 
Carsington  in  1701,  was  supposed  to  have  been  the  donor,  but  his  will,  which 
was  proved  at  Lichfield  in  that  year,  contains  no  such  gift. 

The  proportion  of  land  allotted  on  the  late  inclosure  to  the  several  persons 
entitled,  in  lieu  of  each  beastgate,  is  stated  to  be  rather  less  than  3 acres.  The 
land  which  has  been  allotted  in  respect  of  the  Widow’s  Beastgates  adjoins  to  an 
allotment  of  about  300  a.,  set  out  to  Mr.  Gell  in  respect  of  the  beastgates  on 
the  stinted  pasture  belonging  to  him,  and  has  not  yet  been  fenced-off  from  it. 
Mr.  Gell  states  that  he  has  since  the  inclosure  let  his  allotment  to  his  tenants 
in  beastgates,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  4>l.  10  s.  for  each,  each  beastgate  consisting 
(as  before  the  inclosure)  of  the  right  of  pasturage  for  one  beast,  or  two  sheep 
and  a half,  all  the  year  round. 

Each  of  the  two  widows  who  at  this  time  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  charity, 
keeps  a cow,  and  exercises  her  right  by  turning  it  on  the  land  comprising  the 
widows  allotment  and  Mr.  Cell’s  allotment.  The  widows,  when  once  appointed, 
continue  to  exercise  their  respective  rights  for  life,  and  they  have  in  some 
instances  let  their  beastgates. 

Gisborne’s  Charity. 

Gisborne’s  Charity.  This  parish  partakes  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Gisborne’s  charity.  See  Ashborne. 


PARISH  OF  IIARTINGTON. 

Hartington.  This  parish  is  divided  into  four  quarters,  called  the  Town  Quarter,  the  Lower 

Quarter,  the  Middle  Quarter,  which  comprises  the  chapelry  of  Earl  Sterndale, 
and  the  Upper  Quarter. 

HARTINGTON  TOWN  QUARTER. 

Hartington  Town  POORS  LaND. 

There  is  an  estate  situate  at  Heathcote,  in  the  parish  of  Hartington,  the  rents  of 
which  have  been  for  many  years  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  Town  Quarter. 


Poors  Land. 
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In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  178G  it  is  stated,  probably  with  reference  to 

this  estate,  that Bateman,  by  deed,  the  date  of  which  is  not  mentioned, 

<>-ave  to  the  poor  of  Hartington  land  then  producing  8/.  85.  per  annum ; but 
the  inhabitants  are  not  in  possession  of  any  deed  or  document  relating  to  such 
donation.  Having  applied  to  Mr.  R.  P.  Weddall,  who  was  the  agent  of  the  late 
Sir  Hugh  Bateman,  bart.,  and  is  one  of  the  trustees  under  his  will,  we  learn 
from  him  that  he  can  give  no  information  as  to  the  origin  of  the  charity,  except 
that  when  he  entered  upon  Sir  Hugh  Bateman’s  agency  he  was  told  by  the 
inhabitants  that  this  land  was  many  years  ago  given  to  the  poor  by  one  of  the 
Bateman  family,  and  that  the  rents  had  always  been  distributed  by  the  agent  of 
that  family  to  the  poor  of  this  quarter. 

It  is  supposed  by  the  inhabitants  that  the  late  Sir  Hugh  Bateman,  and  the  late 
Mr.  Thomas  Fogg,  a farmer  of  this  quarter,  who  survived  Sir  Hugh,  and  died 
in  1826,  were  the  surviving  trustees  of  this  charity ; but  it  is  not  known  by 
what  means  they  became  trustees  ; and  it  appears  from  the  award  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  inclosure  of  the  common  fields  of  Hartington,  made  in  1804, 
that  Sir  Hugh  Bateman  was  then  considered  to  be  the  sole  trustee  thereof. 

By  that  award  the  following  parcels  were  allotted  to  Sir  Hugh  Bateman  in 
bust  for  Hartington  poor  ; viz. 


Over  Close  - 

_ 

A. 

R.  V. 

~ 37 

Carr  Croft  - 

- 

- 

- 1 

3 - 

Cow  Gap  Acre  - 

D°  ...  - 

Paddock  - 

- 

- 

- 3 

- - 

D°  .... 

3 18 

Carr  Croft  - 

- 

- 

- 1 

3 24 

Allotment  on  Blake  Moor 

- 

- 1 

- 9 

Hartington  Town 
Quai  ter. 
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It  appears  from  the  award  that  the  two  first  of  these  parcels  were  old  inclosed 
fields  belonging  to  the  charity,  and  that  the  rest  (with  the  exception  of  the 
common  allotment)  were  also  old  inclosure,  and  received  under  the  award  in 
exchange  for  other  lands. 

This  property  is  now  occupied  by  yearly  tenants,  at  fair  rents,  as  follows  : 


Quantity. 

Rent, 

A.  R.  P. 

£.  s.  d. 

John  Allsop  - - - - - 72  39 

1112  - 

John  Lees  - - - - - - 3 - - 

5 ~ - 

George  Prince  (allotment  on  Blake  Moor)  1-9 

- 15  - 

A.  1 1 3 8 

£.17  7 - 

| ^The  rents  have  been  for  several  years,  and  still  are,  received  by  Mr.  Weddall, 
and  are  distributed  by  him  annually  at  Christmas,  with  the  assistance  of  some 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  town-quarter,  amongst  the  poorest  persons 
thereof,  a preference  being  given  to  such  as  are  not  in  the  receipt  of  parochial 
relief. 

It  was  suggested  that  it  might  possibly  be  found  that  this  estate  was  derived 
from  the  will  of  Robert  Bateman,  esquire,  who  died  in  1644,  or  from 
that  of  Richard  Bateman,  who  died  in  1731,  but  on  reference  to  these 
wdlls,  both  of  which  were  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  it 
appears  that  the  former  bequeathed  only  10/.  in  money,  and  eight  cloaks 
for  poor  men,  to  be  immediately  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
Hartington ; and  that  the  latter  only  desired  his  cousin  and  executor,  Hugh 
Bateman,  to  whom  he  devised  his  estate  at  Hartington,  to  keep  a few  poor 
children  at  school,  and  pay  for  them,  if  he  should  think  ft,  and  to  give  four 
Bibles  yearly  at  Easter  to  four  poor  children  of  Hartington. 

Bateman’s  Charity. 

Richard  Bateman , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  14th  of  August  177  U gave  the  Bateman’s  Charity, 
yearly  sum  of  10s.  to  be  paid  and  divided  by  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to 
his  real  estate,  on  Easter  Sunday  in  every  year,  for  ever,  amongst  ten  poor  widows, 
who  should  reside  in  Hartington. 

‘^Thomas  Bateman,  esquire,  the  son  of  the  above-mentioned  Richard 
Bateman,  being  in  possession  of  the  estate  at  Hartington,  which  belonged  to  his 
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Hartington  Town  father,  sold  it  more  than  20  years  ago,  after  having  been  advised  that  the  gift 

Quarter.  was  voiJ  as  a charge  upon  land  by  the  Act  of  the  29  Geo.  II.  c.  36.  j he 

BatenWsCharit  • has  however  continued  voluntarily  to  pay  the  annual  sum  of  10 s.  to  a friend, 
aeSL,r  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  years,  by  whom  it  has  been  distributed  to  the  poor 
v of  this  quarter. 

Annuity  op  £.2.  12 s.  for  Bread. 

Annuity  for  Bread.  An  annual  sum  of  2/.  12s.  is  paid  by  Mr.  John  Gilman,  of  Hartington,  as 
the  owner  and  occupier  of  a parcel  of  copyhold  land,  called  Cross  Stones  Sides, 
containing  about  10  or  12  acres,  in  the  parish  of  Hartington,  which  he  purchased 
more  than  20  years  ago  of  Sir  John  Edensor  Heathcote,  bart. ; with  this 

annual  sum  a quantity  of  bread  in  small  loaves  is  provided  once  in  two  or  three 

weeks,  and  brought  to  the  church,  were  it  is  distributed  by  the  minister  after 
Divine  Service,  according  to  a list,  containing  the  names  of  about  eight  poor  per- 
sons of  the  town-quarter,  who  are  thought  the  most  proper  objects,  and  who  when 
once  placed  on  the  list  usually  continue  to  receive  the  bread  during  their  lives. 

We  were  informed  that  this  annuity  was  supposed  to  have  been  derived  from 
the  will  of  Richard  Edensor,  esq.,  who  died  in  177C.  It  appears,  however, 
from  an  examination  of  that  will,  which  was  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court 
of  Canterbury  in  the  same  year,  that  the  only  charitable  donation  contained 
in  it  was  the  bequest  of  a sum  of  51.  to  the  poor  of  Hartington,  to  be 
distributed  by  the  overseers,  within  one  month  after  his  decease.  We  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  any  further  information  respecting  the  origin  of  this 
annuity. 

Gisborne’s  Charity. 

Gisborne’s  Charity.  The  vicarage  of  Hartingdon  is  entitled  to  a portion  of  the  Rev.  Francis 
Gisborne’s  Charity.  See  Ashborne. 

The  curate  of  Hartington,  by  whom  this  portion  has  been  received,  has 
confined  the  distribution  of  it  to  poor  pesons  of  the  town-quarter  and  the 
lower  quarter.  It  appears  to  us,  however,  that  the  poor  of  the  upper  quarter, 
being  within  the  vicarage,  ought  to  be  included  in  this  distribution  ; the  poor 
of  the  middle  quarter,  or  ehapelry  of  Earl  Sterndale,  are  entitled  to  and 
receive  from  Mr.  Gisborne’s  trustees  a distinct  portion  of  his  charity. 

HARTINGTON  LOWER  QUARTER. 

Bennett’s  Charity. 

Hartington  Lower  Matthew  Bennett , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  17  March  1758,  as  appears  from  a 
Quarter.  tablet  in  Hartington  church,  gave  to  his  executors  20/.,  in  trust,  that. the 

— ■ interest  thereof  should  be  dealt  to  the  poor  of  Biggin  and  Heathcote  yearly, 

Bennett  s chanty.  ^ ^ Mattliew>s_day,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor. 

Hartington  lower  quarter  consists  of  two  divisions,  called  Biggin  and 
Heathcote. 

The  above-mentioned  sum  of  20/.  is  now  in  the  hands  of  William  I idler,  of 
Biggin,  who  has  held  it  15  years,  and  pays  1 /.  per  annum  as  the  interest  of  it, 
which  is  distributed,  usually  in  the  latter  part  of  the  winter,  by  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  this  quarter,  in  small  sums,  amongst  poor  persons 
thereof. 

Sleigh’s  and  Bateman’s  Charities. 

Sleigh’s  and  On  the  same  tablet  it  is  stated  that  Margaret  Sleigh  gave  to  the  poor 
Bateman’s  Charity,  widows  of  Biggin  and  Heathcote  10, s',  yearly,  for  ever ; and  that  Robert 
Bateman  gave  to  the  poor  of  the  same  places  20 s.  yearly,  for  ever,  to  be  dis- 
tributed by  the  churchwarden  on  St.  Thomas’s-day ; and  that  these  two 
annuities  were  charged  on  a piece  of  land  near  Leek,  called  the  furlongs. 

This  piece  of  land  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Challoner,  of  Leek,  who  lately 
purchased  it  of  Mr.  Thomas  Tinney,  subject  to  the  above-mentioned  annuities. 

At  the  time  of  our  Investigation  (February  1827)  these  annuities  were  in 
arrear  for  five  years,  and  a delay  had  occurred  in  the  payment,  in  consequence 
of  a claim  being  made  by  the  churchwarden  of  an  arrear  for  one  yeai  moie  j 
but  it  had  been  ascertained  that  the  annuities  had  been  unpaid  for  five 
years  only,  and  we  wrere  informed  that  these  arrears  would  be  discharged  by 
Mr.  Tinney,  and  that  the  future  payments  would  be  regularly  made. 

These  annuities  when  received  were  distributed  w ith  the  inteiest  of  Bennett  s 
charity,  and  it  was  intended  that  the  arrears  and  future  pa}  ments  should  be 
disposed  of  in  the  same  manner. 
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Cottrill’s  Charity. 

It  is  also  stated  in  the  same  tablet  that  Elizabeth  Cottri/l,  by  her  Will,  Hartington  Middle 


bearing  date  23rd  March  1814,  gave  20/.  to  Timothy  Greenwood,  in  trust,  that 
the  interest  thereof  should  be  given  yearly  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  to  poor  widows 
of  Biggin  and  Heathcote,  at  the  discretion  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  poor  thereof. 

Mr.  Timothy  Greenwood,  the  above-mentioned  trustee,  retained  the  legacy 
of  20/.  in  his  hands  at  interest  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took 
place  about  10  years  ago,  after  which  it  was  paid  by  his  representatives  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Chatterton,  then  overseer  of  the  poor,  who  still  continues  to  hold  that 
office  ; and  the  sum  of  20/.  remains  in  his  hands ; 1/.,  as  the  interest  thereof,  is 
paid  by  him,  and  distributed  annually  amongst  all  the  poor  widows  of  this 
quarter,  usuallv  at  the  same  time  as  the  interest  of  Bennett’s  charity. 


Quarter. 
Cottrill’s  Charity. 


HARTINGTON  MIDDLE  QUARTER  OR  CHAPELRY  OF  EARL  STERN  DALE. 

Hill’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  chapel  of  Earl  Sterndale  that  James  Hill,  by  Hill’s  Charity, 
his  Will,  bearing  date  in  1712,  left  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Earl  Sterndale  2/. 
yearly,  for  ever,  for  teaching  four  of  the  poorest  children  of  that  place. 

We  are  informed  that  a sum  of  50/.  derived  from  James  Hill’s  donation  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  late  Mr.  Isaac  Wheeldon,  of  Buxton,  and  that  on  his  death, 
his  executor,  John  Goodwin  Johnson,  esq.,  solicitor  of  Ashborne,  was  requested 
to  hold  the  money  on  the  security  of  his  promissory  note,  which  he  accord- 
ingly gave  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Carlisle,  perpetual  curate  of  Earl  Sterndale,  and 
two  others,  for  the  said  sum  of  50/.,  bearing  interest  at  4 per  cent. 

The  interest  of  this  note  being  2/.  per  annum,  is  received  from  Mr.  Johnson 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Lomas,  and  is  paid  over  by  him  to  a schoolmaster  for  instructing 
in  reading  four  of  the  poorest  children  of  Earl  Sterndale,  appointed  by  the 
minister  and  chapelwarden. 

Fletcher’s  Charity. 

In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Fletcher,  by  Fletcher's  Charity, 
his  Will,  the  date  of  which  is  not  mentioned,  gave  1/.  per  annum,  then  vested 
in  Richard  Wheeldon,  for  bread  for  the  poor. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  quarter  are  possessed  of  no  document  relating  to  this 
charity,  nor  is  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  donor  known. 

In  respect  thereof,  bread  of  the  value  of  1/.  is  provided  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Heathcote,  the  tenant  of  lands  in  this  quarter,  the  property  of  Sir  John 
Boughey,  bart.,  a minor,  and  is  distributed  on  a Sunday  in  the  course  of  the 
winter,  after  Divine  Service,  by  the  minister  and  chapelwardens  amongst  the 
poorest  people  who  attend  the  chapel. 


Heathcote’s  Charity. 

Rowland  Heathcote,  who  died  about  four  years  ago,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  Heathcote’s 

9th  August  1800,  gave  40/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  bestowed  for  the  benefit  Charity, 
of  the  poor  of  Earl  Sterndale,  and  appointed  James  Gould  and  Henry  Morton 
his  executors. 

This  sum  of  40/.  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  George  Gould,  a grocer  and  linen- 
draper,  of  Longnor  ; and  we  are  informed  that  he  distributes  annually  at  his 
shop  articles  in  which  he  deals  to  the  amount  of  40  s.  amongst  the  most  neces- 
sitous persons  of  this  quarter,  selected  by  himself,  with  the  approbation  of  some 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  thereof. 

It  appears  to  us  that  this  is  not  a proper  mode  of  administering  the  charity, 
and  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  legacy  should  be  invested  on  some  public  secu- 
rity, and  the  interest  distributed  at  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  quarter. 

Gisborne’s  Charity. 

The  chapelry  of  Earl  Sterndale  partakes  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Gisborne’s  Gisborne’s  Charity, 
charity.  See  Ashborne. 


HARTINGTON  UPPER  QUARTER.  Hartington  Upper 

Brand  Top  School.  Quarter. 

About  the  year  1776  a school  was  built  on  a part  of  the  waste  land  of  the  Brand  Top  School, 
manor  at  Brand  Top  in  this  quarter  by  Thomas  Taylor,  a tenant  of  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire,  which  was  enlarged  by  subscription  about  three  years  ago,  and 
is  now  in  good  repair. 
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A parcel  of  old  inclosed  land,  containing  13a.  Or.  2p.,  was  appropriated  by 
the  late  Duke  of  Devonshire  to  the  use  of  the  master  of  this  school  ; but  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  instrument  was  executed  for  the  purpose  of  annexing 
it  permanently  to  the  school.  This  land  was  for  some  time  occupied  by  the 
schoolmaster,  but  it  is  now  let  by  him  for  an  annual  rent  of  6/.  6 s.  in  respect 
of  the  receipt  of  which  he  instructs  twelve  poor  boys  or  girls  of  this  quarter  in 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 

Naden's  Gift. — Abraham  Naden,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  24th  March  1807, 
gave  to  the  Brand  Top  School  in  the  parish  of  Hartington,  GO/,  to  be  put  out 
at  interest  on  Government  or  landed  security,  in  the  names  of  his  executors, 
or  the  survivor,  and  directed  the  interest  to  be  paid  yearly,  for  ever,  to  the  school- 
master at  the  said  school,  for  the  benefit  of  six  poor  children,  to  be  instructed  to 
read  and  write. 

This  sum  of  GO/,  was  in  1823  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Finney,  who 
thereupon  gave  a bond  to  Messrs.  George  Oliver  and  James  Gilman,  the  exe- 
cutors of  Mr.  Naden,  conditioned  for  investing  the  said  sum  on  mortgage,  or 
in  the  public  funds,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  to  the  purposes  men- 
tioned in  the  donor’s  will.  This  money  still  remains  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Finney  who  pays  the  annual  sum  of  2/.  8 s.,  as  the  interest  thereof 
at  4 per-cent,  to  the  schoolmaster,  by  whom  six  poor  children  of  this  quarter 
are  in  respect  thereof  instructed  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 


PARISH  OF  HOGNASTON. 

Allsop’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Allsop,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  21st  July  1679,  and  proved  at 
Lichfield,  gave  to  the  poor  of  Hognaston  105.  by  the  year,  for  ever,  to  be  paid 
to  such  of  them  as  the  minister  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Hognaston  should 
think  most  needful,  every  year  on  Christmas-eve ; and  he  directed  that  his  wife 
should  pay  the  said  105.  a year  during  her  life  ; and  that  after  her  decease  his 
brother  Richard  Allsop  should  pay  the  same  out  of  the  lands  thereby  given  to 
him  and  his  heirs  on  the  day  aforesaid  yearly,  for  ever. 

In  a former  part  of  his  will  the  testator  gave  a close,  or  piece  of  land,  called 
the  Nether  End  of  the  New  Close,  abutting  eastward  on  a certain  pasture-ground 
in  Hognaston,  called  the  Old  Field,  to  his  said  brother  and  his  heirs. 

Mr.  Richard  Thompson,  who  was  the  owner  of  this  piece  of  land,  conveyed 
it,  together  with  other  property,  about  14  years  ago,  to  Philip  Gell,  esq.  in 
exchange  for  other  lands.  Mr.  Thompson  continued  to  pay  the  annual  sum  of 
105.  to  the  churchwarden  and  overseers  two  years  after  the  exchange  took  place, 
as  he  had  done  before,  but  he  afterwards  refused  to  make  the  payment ; and 
Mr.  Gell,  on  an  application  being  made  to  him,  also  refused  to  pay  the  annuity, 
on  the  ground  that  he  wras  not  apprised  of  the  charge  at  the  time  of  making 
the  exchange. 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  Mr.  Gell,  as  the  owner  of  the 
land,  is  liable  to  this  charge,  and  that  if  he  is  entitled  to  any  comensation  he 
must  obtain  it  from  Mr.  Thompson.  We  were  informed  that  an  arrange- 
ment had  been  proposed,  but  was  not  completed  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry, 
(July  1827)  that  Mr.  Thompson  should  pay  the  arrears  of  the  annuity,  and 
make  a pecuniary  compensation  for  this  charge  to  Mr.  Gell,  and  that  the 
future  payments  of  it  should  be  made  by  that  gentleman. 

Slater’s  Charity. 

John  Slater,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  20th  October  1683,  gave  105.  a year 
to  be  paid  out  of  a piece  of  land  called  the  Turlow  Fields  in  the  parish  of 
Hognaston,  and  distributed  to  ten  of  the  poorest  people  within  that  parish,  by 
the  minister  and  churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  on  24th  December  for  ever. 
The  land  called  the  Turlow  Fields  is  nowr  the  property  of  Mr.  J.  Wheeldon,  and 
the  annual  sum  of  105.  was  paid  by  him  until  about  three  years  ago,  from 
which  time  to  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  it  had  been  in  arrear  ; the  only  reason 
assigned  for  the  nonpayment  of  it  being,  that  the  before-mentioned  annuity 
given  by  Thomas  Allsop  was  withheld.  We  wrere  informed,  however,  that 
Mr.  Wheeldon  was  willing  to  discharge  the  arrears  and  make  the  payments 
regularly  in  future. 
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Moreey’s  Charity.  I-Iognaston. 

In  the  Parliamentry  Returns  of  1786  it  is  stated  that  George  Morley,  by  — 

Deed  in  1720,  gave  105.  a year  to  the  poor  of  this  parish.  ^ l °r  ey^  ancL‘ 

The  annual  sum  of  10. was  paid  until  about  three  years  ago  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Bagshaw,  who  is  the  owner  of  two  fields  lying  near  to  each  other  in  Hognaston, 
one  called  the  High  Meadow,  and  the  other  being  a pasture  field,  containing 
about  two  acres,  one  of  which  is  supposed  to  be  charged  with  this  annuity.  No 
othei  reason  was  assigned  for  its  being  in  arrear  than  the  very  insufficient  one 
mentioned  in  the  account  of  Slater’s  charity ; and  we  were  informed  that 
Mr.  Bagshaw  was  willing  to  resume  the  payment  and  discharge  the  arrears. 

The  three  above-mentioned  annuities  of  10s.  each  have  been,  when  received, 
distributed  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  on  Christmas-day,  amongst  the  most 
necessitous  persons  of  the  parish,  according  to  a list  prepared  at  a vestry- 
meeting on  Christmas-eve. 

Gisborne’s  Charity. 

The  poor  of  this  parish  partake  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Gisborne’s  charity.  See  Gisborne’s  Charity. 
Ashborne. 


PARISH  OF  KIRK  IRETON. 

Storer’s  Charity. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  20th  May,  32d  Elizabeth,  between  the  master,  Kirk  Ireton. 
wardens,  and  commonalty  of  bakers  of  the  City  of  London  of  the  first  part,  7T7  . 

the  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  Derby,  of  the  second  part,  and  John  Storer t orers  iauty‘ 

of  the  third  part,  reciting,  that  the  said  John  Storer,  of  his  charity  towards 
the  parish  of  Kirk  Ireton,  where  he  was  born,  had  given  to  the  said  bailiffs 
and  burgesses  of  Derby  a sum  of  52/.,  to  the  intent  that  they  and  their 
successors  should  yearly  distribute  52 5.,  as  follows  ; viz.  that  they  should 
yearly  provide  a godly  sermon,  to  be  made  on  Trinity  Sunday,  in  the  parish- 
church  of  Kirk  Ireton  in  the  afternoon,  by  a sufficient  preacher ; and  that 
they  should  give  to  such  preacher  for  his  pains  10s.,  besides  12  c?.  for  his 
dinner,  and  12  c?.  for  the  dinner  of  such  one  of  the  said  bailiffs  or  burgesses  as 
should  there  accompany  the  said  preacher  to  hear  the  said  sermon  ; and  after- 
such  sermon  should  yearly  distribute  40  s.  amongst  such  of  the  poorest 
people  of  the  said  parish  as  should  then  stand  in  need  of  the  same,  as  by  the 
discretion  of  the  parson  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  should  be 
thought  meet ; and  that  the  said  John  Storer  desired  that  some  one  of  the 
said  bailiffs  or  burgesses  should  yearly  repair  to  the  said  church  on  Trinity 
Sunday,  to  hear  the  said  sermon,  and  see  the  said  sum  of  52 5.  bestowed;  it 
was  witnessed,  that  for  securing  the  payment  of  the  said  yearly  sum  of  525.  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  in  consideration  of  the  said  sum  of 
52/.  granted  to  the  said  master,  wardens,  and  commonalty  of  bakers,  and  their 
successors,  a yearly  rent  of  5/.,  to  be  issuing  out  of  all  their  lands,  tenements 
and  hereditaments,  within  the  town-fields  and  hamlets  of  Derby  ; the  pay- 
ment of  such  annuity  of  51.  to  commence  at  the  feast  of  Michaelmas  which 
should  first  happen  after  default  should  be  made  in  the  preaching  of  such 
sermon,  and  in  the  payment  of  the  said  several  sums.  And  the  said  master, 
wardens,  and  commonalty  of  bakers,  covenanted  with  the  said  John  Storer  and 
his  heirs,  that  they  would,  on  every  default  of  such  sermon  to  be  made  on 
Trinity  Sunday,  and  of  payment  of  the  said  several  sums  by  the  said  bailiffs  and 
burgesses,  pay  and  distribute  at  the  said  church  the  said  several  sums,  or  so 
much  as  should  be  unpaid  by  the  said  bailiffs  and  burgesses ; and  that  they 
would,  as  often  as  default  should  be  made  of  any  such  sermon  on  Trinity 
Sunday,  procure  a sermon  to  be  there  made  in  lieu  thereof,  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  fourth  Sunday  next  ensuing  the  feast  of  the  following  Michaelmas. 

In  respect  of  this  charity,  the  annual  sum  of  2/.  125.  is  received  from  the 
cl  amberlain  of  the  Corporation  of  Derby  by  one  of  the  parishioners  of  Kirk 
Ireton,  of  which  125.  is  paid  to  the  minister  who  preaches  a sermon  on  Trinity 
Sunday,  and  the  sum  of  405.  is  on  the  same  day  distributed  amongst  40  poor 
persons  of  the  parish  of  Kirk  Ireton  attending  the  service  at  the  church, 
unless  prevented  by  sickness. 

Gisborne’s  Charity. 

The  poor  of  this  parish  partake  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Gisborne’s  charity.  See  Gisborne’s  Charity 
Ashborne. 
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Kirklreton.  CHENEY’S  CHARITY. 

C'hei  ~~r\  ■ ^rs‘  Budget  Cheney,  who  is  now  living,  has  deposited  in  the  Wirksworth 

F eney^  lant),  gavjngS  Bank,  in  the  name  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  20/.,  the 
interest  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Kirk  Ireton. 

This  sum,  with  the  addition  of  a small  accumulation,  is  now  in  the  Wirks- 
worth Savings  Bank.  The  annual  interest  thereof,  amounting  to  16 s.  2 </.,  is 
divided  between  the  township  of  Kirk  Ireton  and  the  township  of  Ireton 
Wood,  in  the  proportion  of  eleven  twentieths  to  the  former,  and  nine  twentieths 
to  the  latter,  the  church-rates  being  raised,  and  the  offerings  received  at  the 
sacrament  being  distributed  in  the  same  proportions.  The  share  of  Kirk 
Ireton  is  distributed  by  the  minister,  and  that  of  Ireton  Wood  by  the  overseer 
of  the  poor,  amongst  the  poor  of  the  respective  townships. 

Church  Lands. 

Church  Lands.  By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  21st  and  22d  April  1755, 
between  John  Buxton  and  William  Buxton,  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of 
Kirk  Ireton,  and  Thomas  Annable,  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  vill  of' 
Kirk  Ireton,  of  the  one  part,  and  Samuel  Mellor,  John  Blackwall,  John 
Brookfield,  and  Ralph  Walmsley,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that  the  houses 
and  lands  thereinafter  first  mentioned  had  been  anciently  given  by  divers  per- 
sons to  the  use  of  the  church  of  Kirk  Ireton,  and  that  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  same  had  been  received  by  the  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish, 
and  applied  to  the  use  of  the  said  church ; and  reciting  that  the  houses  and 
lands  thereinafter  secondly  mentioned  had  been  anciently  given  by  divers  per- 
sons for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  vill  or  hamlet  of  Kirk 
Ireton,  parcel  of  the  said  parish  ; and  that  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  had 
been  received  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  that  vill,  and  by  them  applied 
to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  poor  of  that  vill ; and  reciting,  that  the  deeds, 
writings,  and  wills,  by  which  the  said  several  estates  had  been  so  given,  had 
been  lost  or  destroyed,  and  were  not  be  found ; it  was  witnessed,  that  for 
preserving  and  establishing  the  several  rights  and  interests  of  the  church  of 
Kirk  Ireton,  and  the  poor  of  the  said  vill,  and  for  ascertaining  the  interests  of 
the  one  from  the  other,  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  conveyed  to  the  parties 
of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  a house,  garden  and  croft,  containing  about 
one  rood,  then  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Cockram,  junior;  a house  in  the  tenure 
of  Thomas  Cockram,  senior ; a house  and  garden  in  the  tenure  of  Joseph  Cona- 
way ; a garden  in  the  tenure  of  Anthony  Swindall ; another  garden  in  the  tenure 
of  Mary  Burton  ; and  a close,  containing  about  two  acres,  in  the  tenure  of 
John  Frost,  all  in  the  parish  of  Kirk  Ireton,  on  trust,  to  apply  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  premises  in  repairing,  beautifying  and  adorning  the  parish 
church  of  Kirk  Ireton,  in  such  manner  as  the  trustees  and  the  survivor  of 
them,  and  the  l'ector  of  the  parish  for  the  time  being,  should  think  fit ; and 
the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  also  conveyed  to  the 
parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  a house,  garden  and  two  crofts, 
containing  about  one  acre,  then  in  the  tenure  of  Mary  Stafford ; a house  and 
garden  in  the  tenure  of  John  Frost;  a house  and  garden  in  the  tenure 
of  Thomas  Crook ; a house  and  garden  in  the  tenure  of  Mary  Crook ; 
a house  and  garden  in  the  tenure  of  Robert  Gilbert ; a house  and  garden  in  the 
tenure  of  Samuel  Frost;  a croft  containing  by  estimation  1a.  2r.  in  the 
tenure  of  Samuel  Tarrett ; a house  in  the  tenure  of  Ellen  Hoone  ; a house  in 
the  tenure  of  Elizabeth  Spencer  ; a house  and  croft  in  the  tenure  of  Robert 
Taylor ; a house  and  garden  in  the  tenure  of  George  Pegge  ; a house  and  two 
crofts  thereunto  belonging,  containing  about  two  roods,  in  the  tenure  of 
Hannah  Langdale  ; a house  in  the  tenure  of  Mary  Burton  ; and  a house  in  the 
tenure  of  Mary  Beresford,  all  in  the  parish  of  Kirk  Ireton,  on  trust,  that  all 
the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises  lastly  conveyed  should  be  received 
and  disposed  of  for  the  use  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  vill  of  Kirk 
Ireton,  who  should  reside  within  the  said  vill  or  hamlet,  in  such  manner  as  the 
said  trustees  or  the  survivor  of  them,  together  with  the  rector  of  the  said 
parish  for  the  time  being,  should  in  their  discretion  think  fit ; provided,  that 
when  the  trustees  should  by  death  or  otherwise  be  reduced  to  three,  such  three, 
or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  should  nominate  so  many  and  such  other 
persons  as  trustees  as  should  make  up  the  number  of  seven,  and  should  convey 
• • • the  said  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  such  new  trustees  on  the  several 

trusts  aforesaid. 
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This  deed  was  produced  to  us  by  John  Blackwall,  esq.  who  states  that  he 
is  the  son  and  heir  of  John  Blackwall,  one  of  the  trustees  named  in  it,  and 
that  his  father  was  the  survivor  of  those  trustees ; that  at  the  time  when  the 
Kirk  Ireton  Inclosure  took  place  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1803, 
this  deed  was  produced  by  one  of  the  parishioners,  and  that  he  (Mr.  Blackwall) 
then  finding  that  he  was,  as  the  heir  of  his  father,  the  sole  trustee,  took 
possession  of  it,  and  has  since  acted  as  a trustee. 

Notwithstanding  the  enumeration  in  the  deed  of  various  houses,  gardens  and 
crofts,  which  are  stated  to  be  thereby  conveyed,  on  trusts,  for  repairing  and 
beautifying  the  parish-church  of  Kirk  Ireton,  and  for  the  use  of  the  poor 
inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Kirk  Ireton,  the  only  property  ascertained  to 
be  now  holden  under  this  trust  consists  of  a close  called  the  Church  Croft, 
containing  (with  an  allotment  of  lu.  10p.  added  to  it  at  the  time  of  the 
inclosure)  2a.  3r.  4p.,  in  the  occupation  of  James  Bates,  as  yearly  tenant,  at 
the  rent  of  31.  6s.  per  annum,  being  the  same  close  as  is  described  in  the  deed 
as  containing  about  two  acres,  and  at  that  time  in  the  tenure  of  John  Frost; 
and  a garden  containing  1r.  4r.,  now  in  the  occupation  of  the  parish  school- 
master, at  the  yearly  rent  of  4 5.,  which  is  supposed  to  comprise  the  two 
gardens  described  in  the  deed  (amongst  the  church-lands)  as  being  in  the 
respective  tenures  of  Anthony  Swindall  and  Mary  Burton.  It  appears  from 
the  churchwardens  accounts,  that  in  1755  and  following  years  two  rents  of 
Qs.  each  were  received  from  Anthony  Swindall  and  Mary  Burton,  who  are 
understood  to  have  been  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress.  It  is  also  sup- 
posed that  a house  now  in  the  occupation  of  the  same  schoolmaster,  rent-free, 
part  of  which  is  used  as  a school,  and  the  residue  as  a dwelling,  is  one  of  those 
specified  in  the  deed.  This  house  is  stated  to  be  much  in  want  of  repair. 

It  appears  from  the  accounts  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township 
of  Kirk  Ireton,  within  a few  years  after  the  date  of  the  deed,  that  small  sums, 
varying  in  amount  from  6d.  to  10.?.  6 cl.,  and  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
11.  14.?.,  were  at  that  time  received  from  15  persons,  some  of  which  are  stated 
to  be  for  houses,  and  others  for  houses  and  intakes. 

Amongst  the  persons  paying  these  rents  the  names  of  Stafford,  Frost, 
Gilbert  and  Spencer,  occur ; and  it  will  be  observed,  that  persons  of  the  same 
names  are  mentioned  in  the  Deed  of  1755  as  tenants  of  portions  of  the  poor- 
lands.  It  will  also  be  observed,*  that  that  deed  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
founded  on  any  previous  deed  in  existence  at  the  time  when  it  was  made. 

None  of  these  rents  appear  to  have  been  received  since  the  inclosure,  and  it 
is  supposed  that  many  of  them  were  paid  for  houses  built,  and  encroachments 
made  on  part  of  the  common  lands  inclosed  and  allotted  under  the  Act  of 
1803.  No  allotments  appear  to  have  been  then  made  in  respect  of  lands 
belonging  to  the  church,  except  the  small  one  before  mentioned  to  have  been 
added  to  the  Church  Croft.  The  only  allotments  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
of  Kirk  Ireton  were  made  in  respect  of  the  Charity  Lands  hereinafter  men- 
tioned. 

We  are  informed  there  are  only  four  houses,  in  which  paupers  are  now  placed 
by  the  overseers,  two  of  these  may  possibly  have  been  included  in  the  deed  of 
1755,  but  the  two  others  are  stated  to  have  been,  within  a few  years  past, 
built  on  land  purchased  for  the  purpose.  Some  old  houses  are  said  to  have 
been  pulled  down  at  the  time  of  the  inclosure. 

There  is  also  a close  called  the  Town’s  Close,  containing  (inclusive  of  an 
allotment  of  1 r.  21  p.,)  3 a.  1r.  13p.,  the  rent  of  which,  being  7/.  per  annum, 
is  carried  to  the  general  account  of  the  overseers  of  Kirk  Ireton ; but  Mr. 
Blackwell  states  that  it  could  not  have  formed  a part  of  the  premises  in  the 
deed  of  1755,  as  it  is  held  by  a copyhold  title  under  the  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Wirksworth,  and  was  surrendered  by  him,  as  the  heir  of  his  father,  about  ten 
years  ago,  to  Philip  Gell,  esquire,  and  others,  as  trustees  for  the  township  of 
Kirk  Ireton.  Rent  appears  to  have  been  first  received  by  the  overseers  for  this 
close,  in  1767,  and  it  is  said  to  have  been  purchased  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township  of  two  old  women,  who  were  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  the 
overseers  for  relief. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  further  information  as  to  the  premises 
to  which  the  deed  of  1755  relates. 

An  annual  rent  of  2/.  appears  to  have  been  paid  by  Samuel  Frost  to  the 
churchwardens  for  the  Church  Croft,  and  carried  to  their  general  account J 

I 2 until 
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until  1804,  when  it  was  increased  to  its  present  amount  of  31.  65.  and  received 
by  Mr.  Blackwall.  This  is  stated  to  be  less  than  its  fair  value  at  the  present 
time.  The  tenant  having  borne  the  expense  of  inclosing  the  allotment,  and 
having  improved  the  close  by  draining  it,  was  considered  entitled  to  a remunera- 
tion, by  holding  it  at  a low  rent,  but  as  a sufficient  time  has  now  elapsed  for  that 
purpose,  it  seems  proper  that  the  rent  should  be  increased  to  a fair  amount. 

Mr.  Blackwall  states  that  he  has  applied  the  rents,  after  consulting  with  the 
rector  of  the  parish,  in  repairs,  ornaments  and  improvements  of  the  church  ; 
that  about  the  year  1811  the  church  having  been  nearly  unroofed  by  a storm, 
he  expended  the  rents  in  hand  in  the  repairs  of  it ; that  he  has  since  applied  a 
part  of  the  rents  in  a stove  for  airing  the  church,  in  a new  railing  for  the  com- 
munion table,  and  in  the  erection  of  tablets  containing  statements  of  the 
several  charities,  and  that  in  1825  he  produced,  before  the  parishioners  the 
accounts  of  his  receipts  and  disbursements. 

At  the  time  of  our  Investigation  (July  1827),  Mr.  Blackwall  had  in  his 
hands  a balance  of  rather  more  than  14/.  arising  from  the  rents  of  the  Church 
Croft. 

It  is  proper  that  new  trustees  should  be  appointed  of  the  property  belonging 
to  the  church. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  KIRK  IRETON. 

Hutchinson’s  Charity. 

Kirk  Ireton.  John  Hutchinson,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  16th  December  1643,  and  proved 
— 7*"  ( in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  in  1646,  devised  twTo  closes,  lying  in 

HChark°nS  Kirk  Ireton,  called  Pearl  Flat,  and  Fern  Croft,  to  his  wife  for  life,  with  remain- 

ders to  other  persons  for  life,  and  an  ultimate  remainder  to  Samuel  Toplis  and 
his  heirs,  paying  yearly  to  the  poor  of  Kirk  Ireton  town  for  ever,  20  s.  at  the 
feasts  of  Christmas  and  Whit-sunday,  by  equal  portions. 

In  respect  of  this  charity  Mrs.  Lydia  Cockayne,  the  owner  of  the  above- 
mentioned  closes  called  Pearl  Flat,  and  Fern  Croft,  pays  10s.  half-yearly  to  the 
minister  and  churchwardens,  the  application  of  which  will  be  stated  in  the 
account  of  Cooper’s  Charity. 

Slater’s  Charity.. 

Slater’s  Charity.  By  Deed,  bearing  date  16th  December  1686,  as  appears  from  a copy  thereof 
entered  in  a book  relating  to  the  charities,  the  original  not  being  to  be  found  at 
the  time  of  our  Inquiry  (July  1827)  the  Reverend  John  Slater  and  Mary  his 
wife  granted  five  closes  called  the  Nether  Field,  and  Blackwall  Flat  or  Red 
Flat,  situate  in  Kirk  Ireton,  to  the  use  of  Sir  John  Gell,  John  Toplis,  Robert 
Hey  wood,  and  Thomas  Toplis,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  that  they  should  yearly, 
for  ever,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  closes,  on  20th  June  and 
20th  December,  pay  to  such  person  or  persons  as  should  be  conformable  to  the 
Church  of  England,  as  the  said  trustees  and  their  heirs,  and  the  minister  of 
Kirk  Ireton  and  his  successors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  by  writing  under 
their  hands  and  seals,  should  appoint  to  be  school-master  in  Kirk  Ireton,  to 
teach  poor  children  to  read  the  English  tongue,  81.  per  annum,  so  long  as 
he  or  they  should  instruct  16  children  of  Kirk  Ireton,  (if  so  many  should 
be  found  fit)  to  be  nominated  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  Kirk 
Ireton  and  their  successors ; and  for  such  years  as  there  should  be  no  such 
schoolmaster,  on  trust,  that  they  should  pay  on  the  said  days,  out  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  said  closes,  the  said  yearly  sum  of  81.  to  the  right  heirs 
of  the  said  John  Slater  ; and  on  further  trust,  that  they  should  yearly,  on 
the  said  days,  out  of  the  rents,  pay  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  Kirk 
Ireton,  and  their  successors,  61.  ; 31.  thereof  to  be  distributed  by  the  minister 
and  churchwTardens  amongst  six  of  the  poorest  housekeepers  in  Kirk  Ireton, 
that  should  have  no  allowance  for  their  maintenance  from  the  said  town  by 
public  levies,  and  the  other  31.,  and  all  the  surplus  of  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  said  closes,  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  other  poorer  inhabitants  of  Kirk 
Ireton,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  one 
moiety  of  such  distribution  to  be  made  on  24th  June,  and  the  other  moiety  on 
55th  December. 

Philip  Gell,  esquire,  of  Hopton,  who  has  acted  as  the  trustee  of  this  charity 
about  the  last  ten  years,  states  that  he  wras  requested  to  do  so  by  the  then 
rector  of  Kirk  Ireton,  as  the  heir  of  Sir  John  Gell,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
been  the  survivor  of  the  trustees  named  in  the  deed  of  1686 — that  finding  that 
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the  Charity  Land  was  not  let  at  its  fair  value,  he  re-let  the  whole  of  it  at  Kirk  Ireton. 
increased  rents.  Mr.  Gell  is  desirous  of  appointing  new  trustees,  and  it  is  Slater>s  rljarit  - 
proposed  that  a deed  shall  be  prepared  for  that  purpose.  continued.  }> 

The  property  of  the  charity  now  consists  of  v ^ / 

1.  — Eight  fields,  including  an  allotment  of  common  land  made  on  Kirk 
Ireton  Inclosure,  under  the  before-mentioned  Act  passed  in  1803,  containing  in 
the  whole  21a.  Sr.  17p.,  in  the  occupation  of  Luke  Slater,  as  yearly  tenant,  at 
a fair  rent  of  40/.  per  annum,  to  which  it  was  lowered  from  49/.  in  1823,  on 
the  valuation  of  a surveyor. 

2.  — One  field  containing  4 a.  Or.  17p.  in  the  occupation  of  Ann  Dean,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  9/.  per  annum. 

There  is  also  a bank  containing  3r.  22 p.  which  has  been  planted. 

The  above-mentioned  common  allotment  appears,  from  the  Kirk  Ireton 
award,  to  contain  4a.  Or.  58 p.  part  of  which,  containing  2a.  3r.  2p.,  was 
thereby  allotted  to  the  trustees  of  the  Kirk  Ireton  Poors  Lands,  and  the  residue, 
containing  1a.  1 r.  36p.  to  the  trustees  of  the  Kirk  Ireton  Widows  Lands.  We 
apprehend,  that  by  the  former  description  this  charity  was  meant,  and  by  the 
latter  Cooper’s  Charity  hereinafter  mentioned.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is 
a joint  application  of  the  rents  of  these  two  charities. 

Out  of  the  rents,  amounting  to  49  /.,  an  annual  salary  of  8 /.  is  paid  to  a 
schoolmaster,  who  resides  in  the  house  hereinbefore  mentioned  in  the  account  of 
the  church-lands  of  this  parish,  and  who  in  respect  of  that  salary  instructs  in 
reading  lG  poor  children  of  the  township  of  Kirk  Ireton,  appointed  by  the 
minister  and  churchwardens.  The  application  of  the  residue  of  the  rents  will 
be  stated  in  the  account  of  Cooper’s  Charity. 

The  trees  in  the  above-mentioned  plantation  are  stated  to  require  being 
thinned.  It  is  proper  that  this  should  be  done,  and  the  produce,  if  of  small 
amount,  may  be  added  to  the  distribution  to  the  poor,  or,  if  considerable,  may 
be  placed  on  some  good  security,  and  the  interest  thereof  only  distributed. 

Cooper’s  Charity. 

Robert  Cooper,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  18th  October  1728,  gave,  after  his  Cooper’s  Charity, 
wife’s  decease,  to  the  poor  of  Kirk  Ireton,  for  ever,  his  lands  called  the  Side 
Wood,  which  he  had  bought  of  John  Toplis,  one  half  of  the  profits  arising  there- 
from to  be  given  to  poor  housekeepers  and  widows  having  no  weekly  pay,  and 
the  other  half  to  the  poor  of  Kirk  Ireton  in  general,  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  to  make  the  payments  on  24th  June,  and  10th  December, 
yearly,  and  he  appointed  the  minister  of  Kirk  Ireton,  Robert  Mellor,  and 
William  Storer  to  be  trustees. 

The  rector  of  Kirk  Ireton  for  the  the  time  being  is  considered  to  be  the  sole 
trustee  of  this  charity,  and  the  rent  is  received  from  him  by  the  curate. 

The  lands  called  Side  Wood  consist  of  three  fields,  containing  12  a.  1 r.  27  p. 
and  a wood  containing  2 a.  18p.  in  the  occupation  of  German  Dean,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  a rent  of  1G/.  per  annum  to  which  amount  it  was  lowered  in  1823 
from  20/. 

The  present  rent  is  stated  to  be  of  a fair  amount,  but  the  reduction  of  it  in 
1823  appears,  from  an  entry  in  the  Account  Book  of  the  Charities,  to  have  been 
made  on  the  authority  of  German  Dean,  the  tenant  alone,  in  consequence  of 
the  rent  of  the  land  held  by  Luke  Slater,  under  Slaters’s  Charity,  being  lowered 
at  that  time. 

Previously  to  the  year  1810  some  timber  which  grew  in  these  premises,  and 
on  the  lands  belonging  to  Slater’s  Charity,  was  cut  down  and  sold.  We  have 
not  seen  any  account  showing  the  produce  of  the  sale  ; but  a sum  of  350  L 
stock,  in  the  3 per-cent  reduced  annuities  was  purchased  therewith,  and  is  now 
standing  in  the  names  of  Philip  Gell,  esq.  Charles  Hurt,  esq.  The  Rev.  John 
Challenor,  and  John  Matkin. 

The  dividends  are  received  through  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Arkwright  and 
Toplis,  at  Wirksworth,  by  Mr.  Gell,  and  are  paid  over  by  him  to  the  curate  and 
churchwardens. 

A further  small  sale  of  wood  from  the  lands  of  this  charity  took  place  in  1824, 
and  the  produce  thereof  amounting,  after  the  payment  of  expenses,  to  15/.  5 s. 
was  added  to  the  distribution  to  the  poor  in  that  year.  There  is  a young 
plantation  on  these  lands  which  is  stated  to  require  thinning,  and  to  which  the 
Rep.  19.  13  observation 
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observation  we  have  made  on  the  plantation  mentioned  in  the  account  of 
Slater’s  Charity  seems  applicable. 

The  income  of  Hutchinson’s  and  Cooper’s  Charities,  and  the  residue  of  that 
of  Slater’s  Charity,  after  paying  the  schoolmaster’s  salary,  being  of  the  following 


annual  amounts,  viz 


£•  s.  d. 


Hutchinson’s  ------ 

Slater’s,  (Rents)  - - - - - 

Cooper’s,  (Rents)  - 

Slater’s  and  Cooper’s,  (Dividends  of  Stock) 


l - - 

41  “ - 
16  - - 
10  10  - 


Total 


- £. 


68  10  - 


are  received  half-yearly,  and  are  brought  into  one  general  account,  which  is 
kept  by  the  vestry-clerk. 

A list  is  made  out  by  him  in  each  half  year  of  the  necessitous  poor  belonging 
to  the  township,  whether  residing  there  or  not,  which  is  submitted  to,  and 
examined  by,  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers,  at  meetings  holden 
shortly  before  Christmas  and  Midsummer  respectively,  when  the  portions  of 
the  sum  in  hand  to  be  given  to  each  poor  person  are  settled,  and  the  distribution 
is  subsequently  made  at  the  school-house,  the  half-yearly  portions  thus  given 
varying  from  about  3 s.  to  15  s. 

Bower’s  Charity. 

By  Indenture  bearing  date  3d  August  1744-,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery, 
between  Philip  Gell,  M.  D.  and  John  Bower,  executors  of  the  Will  of  John 
Botver,  of  the  one  part,  and  Thomas  Gell,  surgeon,  father  of  the  said  Philip 
Gell,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that  the  said  Philip  Gell,  and  John  Bower,  in 
conformity  to  the  pious  intention  and  request  of  the  said  testator,  being  desirous 
to  deposit  the  sum  of  120  /.  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Thomas  Gell,  to  be  laid  out 
in  a purchase  of  lands  by  him  and  his  heirs,  with  the  approbation  of  the  said 
Philip  Gell  and  John  Bower,  or  their  heirs,  to  be  settled  on  the  trusts  thereinafter 
specified,  and  until  such  purchase  should  be  made,  to  apply  such  interest  as 
could  be  made  of  the  said  sum  for  the  purposes  thereinafter  mentioned,  had 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  said  Thomas  Gell  the  said  sum  of  120/.  ; It  was 
witnessed,  that  the  said  sum  was  so  paid  to  him  on  trust,  that  he,  his  executors, 
&c.  should  lay  out  the  same  in  a purchase  of  lands  to  the  best  advantage  that 
might  be,  with  the  approbation  of  the  said  Philip  Gell  and  John  Bower,  or  the 
survivor  of  them,  or  his  heirs,  the  inheritance  whereof  it  was  intended  should 
be  vested  in  the  said  Philip  Gell  and  John  Bower,  and  their  heirs,  if  both  should 
be  living  at  the  time  of  such  purchase,  or  if  but  one,  then  in  him  and  his  heirs, 
and  if  both  should  be  dead  before  such  purchase,  then  in  the  heirs  of  both  of 
them,  and  should  be  settled  on  the  trusts  following,  viz  : To  pay  and  apply  the 
rents  and  profits  of  such  lands  from  the  purchase  thereof,  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  interest  of  the  said  120/.  to  any  fit  and  proper  woman,  rather  of  the  township 
of  Kirk  Ireton  than  of  any  other  place,  if  such  a one  could  be  had  there,  otherwise 
of  any  other  township  or  place,  for  instructing  so  many  girls,  children  of  the  poor 
inhabitants  legally  settled  in  the  township  of  Kirk  Ireton,  to  read  the  English 
tongue,  and  to  knit,  as  they  the  said  Philip  Gell  and  John  Bower,  and  their  heirs, 
should  jointly  appoint ; anil  that  the  said  trust  might  not  be  lodged  solely  in  one 
of  the  said  trustees  and  his  heirs,  it  was  declared  that  immediately  after  the  death 
of  either  of  the  said  Philip  Gell  and  John  Bower,  the  heirs  of  him  so  dying 
should  act  in  the  trust  with  the  survivor,  so  that  from  time  to  time  the  heirs  of  all 
succeeding  trustees  should  act  with  the  surviving  trustee  ; and  on  further  trust, 
that  all  trustees  should  at  their  will  and  pleasure  displace  any  such  schoolmistress, 
and  place  in  her  stead  any  other  fitting  mistress,  and  pay  the  rents  and  profits 
to  such  newly-elected  mistress ; and  that  the  children  to  be  instructed  should 
from  time  to  time  be  appointed  by  the  trustees,  and  should  be  taught  so  long 
as  they  should  think  proper ; and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  Philip 
Gell  and  John  Bower,  and  their  heirs  and  successors,  from  time  to  time,  jointly 
to  make  rules  for  the  governing  the  said  Charity,  and  of  the  trusts  concerning 
the  same,  as  should  seem  to  them  fitting;  and  it  was  provided  that  Mary  Powell 
should  be  the  first  schoolmistress,  and  that  on  her  death  or  removal  the  said 
John  Bower  should  have  the  next  nomination  of  the  mistress,  and  that  thence- 
forward the  said  Philip  Gell  and  his  heirs,  and  the  said  John  Bower  and  his 
heirs,  should  for  ever  alternately  elect  all  succeeding  mistresses. 


A counterpart 
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A counterpart  of  this  deed  was  produced  to  us  by  the  Rev.  Philip  Gell,  of 
Matlock,  the  grandson  of  Philip  Gell  mentioned  therein  as  one  of  the  executors 
of  John  Bower  ; he  also  produced  a copy  of  the  will  of  the  said  John  Bower,  the 
testator  mentioned  in  the  deed.  This  will  contains  no  gift  for  any  charitable 
purpose,  but  after  certain  bequests  all  the  testator’s  residuary  personal 
estate  was  thereby  given  to  his  cousin  the  said  Philip  Gell,  and  his  nephew 
the  said  John  Bower,  whom  he  appointed  his  executors,  to  be  equally  divided 
betwixt  them,  they  paying  all  his  debts  and  legacies. 

It  is  probable  therefore  that  the  deed  of  1744  was  made  in  consequence  of 
some  instructions  given  by  the  testator  to  his  executors  distinct  from  his  will. 

An  annual  sum  of  5 l.  is  now  paid  to  a schoolmistress  of  the  township  of 
Kirk  Ireton,  being  the  wife  of  the  schoolmaster,  by  whom  the  children  under 
Slater’s  charity  are  taught,  by  the  Rev.  Philip  Gell,  who  states  that  the  same 
payment  was  made  by  his  father  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1822  ; that  he  was 
not  aware  on  what  ground  the  payment  was  made  until  he  found  the  deed  of 
1744  amongst  his  father’s  papers  after  his  death  ; and  that  he  considers  himself 
responsible  for  the  sum  of  120/.  mentioned  in  that  deed,  and  is  ready  to  lay  it 
out  whenever  an  advantageous  opportunity  can  be  found  of  doing  so.  There  is 
a tradition  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  Kirk  Ireton  that  this  sum  of  120/.  was 
laid  out  on  the  security  of  some  premises  in  that  township,  the  deeds  relating  to 
which  were  afterwards  lost  or  destroyed,  but  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gell  states  that  he 
is  not  aware  of  its  having  been  so  laid  out. 

The  schoolmistress,  in  respect  of  this  annual  sum  of  5 /.,  instructs  7 poor  girls 
of  this  township,  whom  she  is  allowed  by  Mr.  Gell  to  select,  in  reading  and 
writing. 


PARISH  OF  KNIVETON. 

Hurd’s  Charity. 

John  Hurd,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  31st  December  1715,  and  proved  in 
the  Court  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Lichfield  in  1728,  gave  to  the  poor  of 
the  parish  of  Kniveton  20  s.  yearly,  to  be  distributed  on  28th  January,  by  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor.  And  he  gave  his  messuage  and 
tenement,  with  the  back-side  and  stable,  and  the  barn,  yard,  the  Long  Croft 
Rootknowl,  the  Hill  Well  Intake,  the  two  Grinlowes,  and  the  Little  Housealls, 
in  Kniveton,  containing  about  forty  acres,  to  his  wife,  for  life,  and  after  her 
death  to  John  Hurd,  the  grandson  of  his  brother  William,  and  his  heirs,  subject 
to  the  charges  therein  mentioned;  but  if  it  should  happen  that  his  wife  should 
marry  again,  he  directed  that  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Kniveton 
should  enter  on  the  said  premises,  except  the  house,  back-side  and  stable,  and 
hold  the  same  till  the  decease  of  his  wife,  and  after  her  decease,  till  the  said 
John  Hurd  should  attain  twenty-one  years,  on  trust,  to  pay  an  annuity  of  7 /•  to 
his  wife  for  life.  And  he  directed  that  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  Kniveton  should  raise  so  much  money  out  of  the  rents  of  his  said  estate 
as  would  erect  a school  fourteen  feet  wide,  and  five  yards  long,  in  the  manner 
therein  specified.  And  he  gave  out  of  the  said  yearly  rents  8/.  yearly,  for  ever, 
to  a schoolmaster,  for  teaching  young  children  in  the  said  school,  he  keeping 
the  windows  of  the  same  in  good  repair  at  his  own  cost,  otherwise  the  trustees 
for  the  time  being  to  deduct  out  of  his  salary  so  much  as  they  should  expend 
about  the  same.  And  he  directed  that  15  s.  should  yearly  be  laid  out  in  coals 
for  the  use  of  the  school  in  cold  weather,  and  not  to  be  used  elsewhere ; and 
that  5 s.  more  should  be  yearly  laid  out  in  the  repairs  of  the  said  school,  or 
otherwise  laid  out  in  books  for  the  use  of  the  poorest  sort  of  the  children  that 
should  come  to  the  school.  And  he  also  directed  that  any  boys  or  girls  of  his 
name  might  come  to  the  said  school  free  from  any  payment  to  the  master ; 
and  that  if  his  wife  should  be  living  and  married  at  the  time  when  the  said  John 
flurd  should  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  might  enter  into  and  hold  the  said 
premises  to  him  and  his  heirs,  paying  the  said  annuity  to  the  testator’s  wife, 
and  also  paying  and  performing  all  things  directed  to  be  done  by  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers.  And  if  when  the  said  John  Hurd  should  enter  on  the 
premises  at  his  age  of  twenty-one,  or  if  on  the  decease  of  his  said  wife,  not  having 
been  married  again,  no  school  should  have  been  erected,  he  directed  that  the 
said  John  Hurd  should,  out  of  the  rents  of  his  said  estate,  raise  so  much  money 
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Kniveton.  as  should  erect  a school,  as  before  appointed ; and  that  on  his  neglect  or 

Hurd’Tcha  it  refusal  of  such  erection,  or  any  of  the  other  payments  before  directed,  the 

1 continued. ' ^ churchwardens  and  overseers  for  the  time  being  might  enter  into  the 

' said  premises,  and  hold  the  same,  until  such  erection  was  made,  and  might 

receive  the  rents,  giving  a just  account  how  they  had  disbursed  them.  And 
if  the  said  schoolmaster  should  not  be  diligent  in  his  instruction  to  the  scholars, 
the  poor,  as  well  as  others,  he  directed  that  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
should  elect  another  in  his  room. 

We  are  informed  by  the  llev.  William  Hurd,  the  present  minister  of  Kniveton, 
that  his  uncle,  Mr.  John  Hurd,  who  was  the  devisee  under  the  above-mentioned 
will,  erected  a school  in  this  parish,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  contained 
therein,  having  succeeded  to  the  property  at  the  death  of  the  testator’s  widow. 
The  Rev.  William  Hurd  is  now  the  owner  of  the  property  charged  with  the 
annual  payments  specified  in  the  will,  which  he  makes  as  follows  : 20  s.  to  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers,  by  whom  it  is  distributed  on  28th  January, 
together  with  20 s.  arising  from  Gaunt’s  charity,  18s.,  paid  out  of  the  poors 
rates,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  a portion  of  the  alms  collected  at  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  sacrament,  amongst  poor  persons  of  Kniveton,  in  sums  varying 
from  Is.  to  5s.  ; 8/.  to  a schoolmaster  appointed  by  Mr.  Hurd,  who  teaches  in 
respect  thereof  twelve  poor  boys  and  girls  of  Kniveton  to  read,  also  nominated 
by  him,  any  children  that  there  may  be  in  the  parish  of  the  name  of  Hurd 
being  included  in  this  number  ; and  15s.  a year  for  coals  for  the  use  of  the 
school. 

Mr.  Hurd  also  keeps  the  school  in  repair  at  an  expense  exceeding  on  an 
average  5 s.  per  annum,  with  the  exception  of  the  windows,  which  are  repaired 
by  the  schoolmaster. 

Gaunt’s  Charity. 

Gaunt’s  Charity.  Thomas  Gaunt , by  his  Will,  (the  date  of  which  does  not  appear),  gave  20 s. 

yearly,  to  be  issuing  for  ever  out  of  four  closes  called  Willversclough  and  Will- 
versclough  Meadows,  situate  in  Offcoat  and  Underwood,  or  one  of  them,  to  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  Kniveton  for  the  time  being,  yearly,  on  20th  December; 
and  directed  that  the  overseers,  with  the  owner  or  occupant  of  the  said  closes, 
should  on  every  23d  December  distribute  the  same  to  ten  of  the  poorest  families 
within  the  parish  of  Kniveton,  without  favour  or  respect,  as  most  necessity 
should  require,  2s.  to  every  family  to  buy  some  provision  on  Christmas-eve  ; 
with  a power  to  the  overseers  to  distrain  on  the  said  closes  if  the  said  annuity 
of  20s.  should  be  in  arrear. 

The  tenant  under  John  Broadhurst,  esquire,  of  a farm  adjoining  to  Under- 
wood, in  which  it  is  supposed  that  the  closes  mentioned  in  the  donor’s  will  are 
included,  pays  the  annual  sum  of  20s.  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
this  parish,  by  whom  it  is  applied  in  the  manner  already  stated  in  the  account 
of  Hurd’s  charity.  According  to  the  donor’s  direction,  it  ought  to  be  specifi- 
cally given  in  sums  of  2 s.  each  to  ten  of  the  poorest  families  in  the  parish. 

Fearn’s  Charity. 

ream’s  Charity.  In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  it  is  stated,  that  Henry  Fearn  gave 
to  the  poor  of  this  parish  12/.  then  vested  in  Joseph  Frost  and  William  Cantrill, 
and  producing  10  s.  a year. 

In  1794  a house  in  this  parish,  in  which  a poor  person  had  resided,  was  sold 
for  25/. ; and  it  was  then  agreed  by  the  parishioners  that  the  annual  sum  of  18s. 
should  be  given  to  the  poor,  as  the  interest  of  that  sum.  It  is  conjectured  that 
the  sum  of  12/.,  given  by  Henry  Fearn  might  have  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
or  erection  of  this  house. 

The  annual  sum  of  18s.  is  now  paid  out  of  the  poors  rates,  and  is  distributed 
with  the  annuities  derived  from  Hurd’s  and  Gaunt’s  charities  in  the  manner 
bove  stated. 


Gisborne’s  Charity. 

Gisborne’s  Charity.  The  poor  of  this  parish  partake  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Gisborne’s  Charity.  See 
Ashbome. 
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PARISH  OF  MAPPLETON. 

Okeover’s  Charity. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  23d  and  24th  October  Mappleton. 

1727,  Rowland  Okeover  the  elder,  of  Okeover  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  esq.  — — 
granted  to  Leeke  Okeover,  and  William  Okeover,  esqrs.  his  grandsons,  Rowland  °kecnci  s Chanty 
Okeover,  of  Oldbury,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  esq.  his  nephew,  and  Gilbert 
Adderley,  of  Weddington,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  esq.  and  their  heirs,  all  the 
closes  and  parcels  of  land  in  Atlow  in  the  county  of  Derby,  purchased  by  him 
ofCharles  Hinton,  and  Mercy  Okeover,  viz. — a messuage,  farm  or  tenement,  then 
in  the  possession  of  John  Tomlinson,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  16/.  10s. ; a messuage, 
farm  or  tenement  then  in  the  possession  of  John  Harrison  the  elder,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  17/.  12s.  6d. ; a messuage,  farm  or  tenement,  then  in  the  possession  of  John 
Harrison  the  younger,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  21  /.  10s. ; a messuage,  farm  or  tene- 
ment, then  in  the  possession  of  John  Tomlinson,  of  the  church,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
51.;  a messuage  farm  or  tenement  in  the  possession  of  John  Tomlinson,  the  black- 
smith, at  the  yearly  rent  of  9/. ; a messuage,  farm  or  tenement,  then  in  the  pos- 
session of  John  Smith,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  26/. ; and  a messuage,  farm  or 
tenement,  then  in  the  possession  of  Robert  Harrison,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
4/.  10 5.,  and  all  lands,  &c.  to  the  said  farms  belonging;  and  a messuage  or 
dwelling-house  in  Mappleton,  and  the  garden  and  orchard  therereto  belonging  ; 
to  the  use  of  the  said  Rowland  Okeover  the  elder,  for  life  ; and  after  his  decease 
to  the  use  of  the  said  Leeke  Okeover,  William  Okeover,  Rowland  Okeover  the 
younger,  and  Gilbert  Adderley,  and  their  heirs,  on  trust,  to  apply  60/.  yearly 
of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
a fit  man  to  be  an  organist,  and  to  play  on  the  organ  placed  by  the  said  Row- 
land Okeover  in  the  parish-church  of  Okeover  aforesaid  ; and  also  of  twelve  fit 
boys  or  girls  to  be  choristers  in  the  said  parish-church,  to  sing  Divine  Service 
and  psalms,  and  to  perform  such  other  duties  and  services  as  were  proper  for 
such  persons  to  understand  and  perform  on  Sundays  and  Holydays,  and  at  such 
other  times,  and  on  such  occasions,  as  the  said  Rowland  Okeover  the  elder,  and 
those  to  whom  the  reversion  and  inheritance  of  the  manor  and  lands  in  Oke- 
over should  belong  by  the  settlement  thereof,  should  think  fit  to  direct ; and 
for  want  of  such  direction  then  as  the  trustees  should  direct ; the  said  boys  and 
girls  so  to  be  taken  into  the  said  choir  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  to  be  chosen 
out  of  some  of  the  families  resident  and  housekeepers  in  Okeover,  Woodhouses, 
and  Swinscoe,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  and  out  of  Mappleton,  in  the  county 
of  Derby;  and  in  case  of  the  want  of  fit  boys  and  girls  there,  to  make  up  the 
said  number  out  of  some  of  the  families  resident  and  housekeepers  in  Atlow  ; 
and  in  case  of  there  being  none  fit  there,  then  out  of  some  of  the  families  in 
Church  Mathfield,  Over  Mathfield,  and  Middle  Mathfield  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  which  said  boys  and  girls  were  to  be  of  about  the  age  of  seven  years, 
and  to  continue  in  the  said  choir  until  they  seould  attain  their  ages  of  twelve  or 
thirteen  respectively,  or  longer,  at  the  discretion  of  said  trustees ; the  said 
60/.  yearly  to  be  paid  and  disposed  of  as  follows;  viz.  to  the  organist,  20/. 
yearly,  and  to  every  of  the  said  boys  or  choristers,  405.  yearly,  to  find  them 
clothes,  and  the  residue  to  be  applied  in  putting  forth  the  said  boys  and  girls 
when  they  should  respectively  attain  their  ages  of  twelve  or  thirteen  years,  the 
boys  to  useful  trades,  and  the  girls  as  apprentices  in  housewifery.  And  it  was 
declared  that  the  minister  of  Okeover  for  the  time  being  should  be  rector  chorit 
and  should  have  the  management  and  oversight  of  the  same.  And  that  the 
trustees,  with  the  rector  chori  for  the  time  being,  should  elect  and  no- 
minate the  said  organist  and  choristers ; and  that  in  case  any  difference 
should  arise  either  about  their  election,  or  about  any  matter  or  thing  re- 
lating to  them,  which  could  not  be  determined,  and  quietly  settled  by  the 
persons  thereby  appointed  to  elect  them,  any  such  difference  should  be  referred 
to  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  for  the  time  being,  the  only  visitor 
at  Okeover.  And  on  further  trust,  out  of  the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  said  premises,  so  soon  as  might  be  after  the  death  of  the  said  Rowland 
Okeover  the  elder,  to  erect  at  the  place  where  the  before-mentioned  dwelling- 
house  in  Mappleton  then  stood,  a neat  and  convenient  house,  divided  into  three 
dwellings  or  apartments  for  three  such  widows  of  clergymen  of  the  church  of 
England  as  the  trustees  should  think  most  proper  for  such  charity,  with  a 
Rep.  19.  K garden 
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garden  to  each  of  the  said  apartments,  to  be  set  out  of  the  garden  and  orchard 
belonging  to  the  said  dwelling-house  ; and  after  such  house  should  be  erected, 
and  apartments  finished,  to  place  and  permit  three  such  clergymens  widows  to 
inhabit  separately  in  each  of  the  said  apartments,  and  to  have  a garden  laid  out 
severally  to  the  same,  for  their  several  lives,  or  until  they  should  marry  or  mis- 
behave themselves  ; and  on  the  death,  marriage,  or  misbehaviour  of  any  of  them 
for  the  time  being,  to  place  others  in  the  same  apartments  in  their  stead  ; and 
to  pay  yearly  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises  thereby  granted, 
(other  than  such  part  thereof  on  which  the  said  house  and  gardens  were  to  be 
built  and  set  out,)  to  each  of  the  said  widows  the  yearly  sum  of  10/.  by  half- 
yearly  payments  at  Midsummer  and  Christmas,  for  their  support  and  main- 
tenance ; and  to  each  of  them  the  further  yearly  sum  of  40  5.  at  Michaelmas,  to 
buy  them  coals  and  clothes,  provided  that  such  widows  should  duly  attend  Divine 
Service  in  the  parish-church  of  Okeover  on  Sundays  and  Holydays,  if  not  pre- 
vented by  sickness  or  infirmities  ; and  that,  in  case  any  of  them  should  refuse 
or  neglect  so  to  do,  they  should  be  liable  to  be  turned  out  of  the  said  apartments, 
and  to  lose  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees  for  the  time 
being ; and  on  further  trust,  to  apply  and  lay  out  the  residue  of  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  premises,  (except  as  aforesaid,)  over  and  besides  the  several 
payments  thereinbefore  directed,  for  the  repair  of  the  said  house  and  the  said 
organ,  as  occasion  should  be  ; provided  that  the  trustees  might  out  of  the  rents 
deduct  the  expenses  they  should  from  time  to  time  be  put  to  in  the  execution 
of  the  said  trusts.  And  it  was  declared  that  so  often  as  there  should  be  only 
two  or  one  of  the  trustees  living,  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  should  convey 
all  the  said  premises  to  the  use  of  the  said  survivors  or  survivor,  or  their  heirs, 
and  so  many  and  such  others  as  should  be  nominated  by  those  to  whom  the 
manor  and  lands  of  Okeover  should  belong,  and  by  the  said  survivors,  on  the  same 
trusts.  And  it  was  provided,  that  in  case  any  vacancy  should  happen  of  any  of 
the  said  houses  for  the  space  of  three  months  or  more,  so  much  of  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  premises  as  should  become  payable  during  such  vacancy 
should  be  laid  out  by  the  trustees  in  buying  flax,  hemp,  and  other  proper  matters, 
to  set  the  poor  people  of  Okeover,  Atlow,  and  Mappleton,  to  work  for  their 
better  maintenance  and  support,  in  such  manner  as  the  trustees  should  think 
most  proper. 

In  our  13th  Report,  page  400,  so  much  of  this  charity  as  relates  to  the  annual 
sum  of  GO/.,  directed  by  the  deed  to  be  applied  for  an  organist,  and  12  boys 
or  girls  as  choristers,  who  were  to  be  chosen  out  of  Okeover,  Woodhouses,  and 
other  places,  was  noticed  as  not  being  within  the  scope  of  our  Inquiry,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  clause  in  the  deed,  in  which  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
for  the  time  being  is  stated  to  be  “ the  only  visitor  at  Okeover,”  such  clause 
appearing  to  us  to  amount  to  an  appointment  by  the  founder  of  a special  visitor 
of  that  branch  of  the  charity.  Rut  this  power  of  visitation  is  not  extended 
by  the  deed  to  the  other  charitable  purposes,  to  which  the  residue  of  the  rents 
of  the  charity-estate  were  directed  to  be  applied. 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  of  this  charity  wras  made  by  indentures  of 
lease  and  release,  of  3d  and  4th  December  1794,  wLereby  Morton  AValhouse 
conveyed  the  trust-premises  contained  in  the  deed  of  1727  to  James  Langston, 
John  Langston,  Morton  Walhouse  the  younger,  Haughton  Farmer  Okeover, 
and  Charles  Gregory  Okeover,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  all  the  parties 
thereto,  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  same  trusts. 

Of  these  trustees,  Haughton  Farmer  Okeover  is  the  only  survivor,  and  we 
are  informed  that  it  is  intended  that  an  appointment  of  new  trustees  shall  be 
made. 

The  following  is  a Rental  of  the  Property  in  the  Chapelry  of  Atlow  belong- 
ing to  this  charity : 


TENANTS. 

LANDS. 

Quantities. 

RENTS. 

A. 

K.  P. 

£. 

s.  d. 

John  Tomlinson 

- 

- 

A Farm  ... 

- 

123 

0 5 

109 

— — 

John  Wagstaffe 

- 

- 

- - D°  - 

- 

33 

2 16 

32 

- — 

Samuel  Bunting 

18 

0 18 

16 

- — 

William  Mellor 

- 

- 

A piece  of  Land 

- 

3 

1 20 

4 

15  ~ 

Robert  Longdon 

1 

1 

1 

© 

Q 

« 

1 

1 » 
1 

1 

2 20 

2 

164 

15  - 
10  - 
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There  are  barns  and  buildings,  but  no  house  on  the  estate.  All  the  occu- 
piers are  yearly  tenants. 

Mr.  Charles  R.  Robinson,  of  Hill  Ridware,  in  Staffordshire,  who  is  Mr. 

Okeover’s  agent,  has  had  the  management  of  the  property,  and  has  received 
the  rents  and  kept  the  accounts  of  the  charity  during  the  last  twenty  years. 

About  twelve  years  ago  a valuation  was  made  of  these  lands,  and  the  rents 
were  then  raised  to  their  present  amount. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  estate  at  Atlow  there  is  a sum  of  600/. 
belonging  to  the  charity,  and  lent  on  mortgage  of  an  estate  at  Abbots  Bromley, 
in  Staffordshire,  at  5 l.  per-cent  interest,  the  securities  for  which  are  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mr.  Robinson,  who  states  that  he  understands  that  this  sum  arose 
from  an  accumulation  of  the  income  of  the  charity  previously  to  the  yearly 
payments  to  the  Clergymens  widows  being  augmented  as  hereinafter  men- 
tioned. The  interest  of  this  sum  being  30/.  makes  the  total  of  the  income 
194/.  lOs.  per  annum. 

The  house  at  Mappleton  contains  three  dwellings,  with  small  gardens  an- 
nexed, inhabited  by  three  widows  of  clergymen,  appointed  as  vacancies  occur, 
by  Mr.  Okeover,  as  the  surviving  trustee,  without  any  limitation  as  to  the 
county  or  diocese  in  which  the  deceased  husbands  may  have  resided.  Each  of 
them  receives  an  annual  sum  of  30/.,  paid  quarterly.  These  payments  were 
raised  to  this  amount  by  the  trustees  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Robinson  was 
appointed  receiver,  having  been  previously  increased  from  12/.  to  20/. 

The  House  is  in  good  repair,  more  than  60/.  having  been  expended  upon  it 
in  the  last  three  years.  About  eight  years  ago  the  organ  was  repaired  at  an 
expense  of  551.  and  an  annual  sum  of  2/.  2 s.  has  been  of  late  years  allowed 
to  the  organist  for  tuning  and  taking  care  of  the  organ,  in  addition  to  the 
salary  of  20/.  directed  by  the  deed. 

We  are  informed  that  about  the  year  1736  some  proceedings  took  place  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery  respecting  this  charity,  when  it  was  established,  except 
as  to  the  maintenance  of  boys  and  girls  as  choristers.  Twelve  boys  and  girls  of 
different  places  are  now  clothed  out  of  the  funds  of  this  charity.  Without 
entering  into  the  particulars  of  the  expenditure  of  that  branch  of  the  chanty, 
it  may  be  proper  to  state  that  it  amounts  to  nearly  40/.  per  annum,  and  that  a 
premium  of  5 /.  is  allowed  to  such  of  the  children  as  apply  to  be  apprenticed. 

Mr.  Robinson  the  receiver  is  allowed  a salary  of  20/.  per  annum,  and  his 
predecessor  appears  to  have  had  the  same  allowance. 

At  the  time  of  our  Investigation  (July  1827)  Mr.  Robinson  had  in  his  hands 
a balance  in  favour  of  the  charity  of  about  20/. ; his  accounts  have  been 
audited  from  time  to  time  by  Mr.  H.  F.  Okeover,  and  his  brother,  the  Rev. 

Charles  Gregory  Okeover,  lately  deceased,  who  was  also  a trustee. 

Port’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  this  charity,  under  which  the  poor  of  this  parish  received  Port’s  Charity, 
until  about  nine  years  ago  wool  to  the  value  of  10s.,  or  money  to  that  amount, 
have  been  detailed  in  the  account  of  the  Charities  of  Ashborne  in  a preceding 
part  of  this  Report. 


PARISH  OF  MATLOCK. 

School. 

Spateman' s Gift.— George  Spateman , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  27th  March  Matlock 
1647,  gave  80/.  to  the  use  of  a school  in  Matlock  parish,  for  the  better  educa-  - — ' 

tion  of  poor  children  there,  and  20/.  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Matlock  parish  School, 

for  ever,  to  be  paid  by  his  executor  to  Mr.  Shelmerdine,  then  minister  of 
Matlock,  and  the  testator’s  son,  John  Spateman,  to  be  settled  by  them,  so  that 
the  profit  of  the  said  80/.  should  be  yearly  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  for  the  use 
aforesaid,  and  the  profit  of  the  said  20/.  to  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  on 
1st  February,  at  the  discretion  of  Mr.  William  Wolley  and  the  testator’s  son, 

Samuel  Spateman,  and  their  heirs,  together  with  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens of  the  said  parish  of  Matlock  for  ever. 

Those  two  legacies  appear  to  have  been  laid  out  in  1650,  in  the  purchase  of 
a house  and  lands  in  the  parish  of  A1  fie  ton. 
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By  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1812,  for  the  purpose  of  confirming  an 
exchange  made  in  1786,  between  the  Reverend  George  Holcombe,  rector  of 
the  parish  of  Matlock,  and  John  Wolley,  of  Allen  Hill,  in  that  parish,  (in 
whom  it  was  stated  in  the  deed  of  exchange  that  the  said  house  and  lands  in 
Alfreton  were  legally  vested  in  fee-simple,  on  the  trusts  of  the  will  of  the  said 
George  Spateman)  and  Joseph  Outram,  of  the  said  house  and  lands  in  Alfre- 
ton for  a house  and  lands  in  the  parish  of  Matlock,  after  reciting,  amongst 
other  things,  that  the  exchange  was  greatly  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  but 
that  by  reason  of  the  incapacity  of  the  trustees  to  make  the  said  exchange  of 
an  estate  vested  in  them  for  charitable  purposes,  the  same  could  not  be 
rendered  valid  without  the  aid  of  Parliament;  it  was  enacted,  that  the  mes- 
suage standing  in  a close  in  the  parish  of  Matlock,  called  Nether  Dean,  and  a 
garden  thereunto  adjoining,  and  three  closes  in  that  parish,  called  the  Bachelors 
Meadows,  which  were  theretofore  in  the  holding  of  Adam  Knowles,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  13/.  and  were  then  in  the  occupation  of  Anthony  Debanke,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  24/.,  should  be  vested  in  the  said  George  Holcombe  and  his 
heirs  (the  said  John  Wolley  being  then  dead)  ; and  that  the  said  messuage 
in  Alfreton,  a close  called  the  Croft,  and  two  other  closes  in  the  parish  of 
Alfreton,  called  the  Dovewells,  should  be  vested  in  Edward  Outram,  and  three 
others,  being  the  trustees  under  the  will  of  the  said  Joseph  Outram,  then 
deceased. 

In  Schedules  annexed  to  this  Act  the  messuage  and  garden  at  Matlock  are 
stated  to  contain  five  perches ; the  Bachelors  Meadows,  5 a.  3r.  ; the 
messuage,  garden,  and  croft  of  Alfreton,  1a.  2r.  31p.  ; and  the  closes  called 
Dovewells,  3a.  3a.  5p. 

The  Rev.  George  Holcombe,  D.  D.  above  mentioned  is  still  the  rector  of 
Matlock. 

The  house  and  garden  at  Matlock  received  on  the  exchange,  and  the  three 
closes  called  the  Bachelors  Meadows,  now  united  into  one  close,  are  in  the 
occupation  of  George  Saxton,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  24/.  per 
annum,  and  5 s.  being  the  amount  of  the  land-tax,  from  which  the  premises 
have  been  exonerated;  of  which,  the  sum  of  19/.  9 s.  is  appropriated  to  the 
support  of  the  school,  and  the  remaining  4</.  16  s.  forms  part  of  the  annual 
distribution  to  the  poor  inhabitants  on  2d  February  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Wolley* s Gift. — Anthony  Wolley , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  17th  July  1G68, 
gave  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  Free  School  at  Matlock,  51.  per  annum, 
for  ever,  and  directed  that  a piece  of  land  should  be  set  apart  by  his  executors 
for  that  use.  We  are  informed,  that  in  consequence  of  this  not  having  been 
done,  a commission  of  charitable  uses  on  the  part  of  the  parish  was  applied 
for  by  John  Wolley  and  George  Sowter,  whereupon  two  pieces  of  copyhold 
land  in  Matlock  were  conveyed  to  those  gentlemen  in  trust,  for  the  use  of 
the  school,  but  we  have  not  seen  any  of  the  proceedings  under  this  com- 
mission, nor  have  we  been  able  to  ascertain  the  date  of  it. 

On  the  inclosure  of  the  commons  within  the  manor  of  Matlock,  under  an  Act 
passed  in  1780,  an  allotment  was  made  to  Mr.  John  Wolley,  the  eldest  son  and 
heir  of  the  survivor  of  the  last-mentioned  trustees  in  respect  of  the  said  pieces 
of  copyhold  land.  These  two  pieces  of  land  which  are  stated  to  contain 
together  about  six  acres,  and  the  allotment  which  is  stated  to  contain  between 
two  and  three  acres,  are  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Fox,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  a good  rent  of  26/.  3.5.  per  annum.  There  is  a school-room  in  the  town  of 
Matlock,  and  a small  house  with  a garden,  intended  as  a residence  for  the 
schoolmaster,  but  the  house  and  garden  are  let  by  the  present  master,  who  re- 
sides in  a lodging.  It  does  not  appear  at  what  time  or  at  whose  expense  this 
school-room  was  built ; we  are  informed  that  the  school-buildings  are  in  an 
inconvenient  situation,  and  not  in  good  repair. 

The  rents  of  the  lands  derived  from  Spateman’s  and  Wolley’s  gifts  were 
received  by  Mr.  Adam  W olley,  lately  deceased,  who  acted  as  a trustee,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Holcombe  not  being  resident  at  Matlock.  The  portion  thereof  which 
forms  the  income  of  the  school  amounts  to  4 51.  12  s.  per  annum,  of  which  42/. 
has  been  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  for  his  salary,  and  the  remaining  31.  12  s.  has 
been  used  as  a fund  for  incidental  expenses. 

The  National  System  was  introduced  into  the  school  in  1818,  and  a new 
schoolmaster  was  appointed  in  1820,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Holcombe  and  Mr.  Adam 
Wolley,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Rev.  Philip  Cell,  the  resident  curate  of 

$ Matlock ; 
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Matlock ; since  which  time  the  income  of  the  school  has  usually  been  paid  by 
Mr.  Wolley  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gcll,  who  has  thereupon  paid  the  master’s  salary, 
but  in  some  years  this  salary  has  been  paid  either  in  the  whole,  or  in  part,  by 
Mr.  A.  Wolley,  without  passing  through  Mr.  Gell’s  hands. 

It  appears  from  an  account  produced  to  us,  that  in  1823  a sum  of  18/.  8s.  (j d. 
was  retained  by  Mr.  Wolley  for  the  expenses  of  the  admittance  of  John 
Wolley,  and  of  his  own  admittance  to  the  before-mentioned  copyhold  estate,  for 
letters  written  to  procure  the  exoneration  of  the  school-estates  from  land-tax, 
and  for  advertisements  and  auctioneer’s  expenses  on  letting  the  respective 
premises  above  mentioned. 

Boys  only  are  now  admitted  into  this  school,  there  being  a school  in  the 
parish  for  girls,  conducted  on  the  National  System,  and  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions.  No  boys  are  taught  free  of  expense.  The  school  is  open  to  the 
sons  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Matlock,  on  the  payment  for  each  boy  of  2d.  per 
week  to  the  schoolmaster  for  their  instruction,  and  2s.  per  annum  to  a fund  for 
providing  books,  firing,  and  rewards. 


Matlock. 


School, 

continued. 


Walker’s  Charity. 


It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  church  that  William  Walker,  by  his  Will,  Walker’s  Charity, 
bearing  date  27th  February  1631,  gave  10  s.  yearly,  to  be  paid  out  of  his  estate 
called  Hillock  Cliff,  in  Matlock,  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  by  the  minister, 
churchwardens,  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  for  ever. 

This  annual  sum  of  10  s.  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  Wigley  Hodgkinson,  ofBaslow, 
in  respect  of  the  land  called  the  Hillock  Cliff. 

The  application  of  the  income  of  this  and  the  following  charities  in  an 
annual  distribution  to  the  poor,  will  be  stated  in  the  account  of  Garratt’s 
charity. 

Spateman’s  Charity  for  the  Poor. 

The  particulars  of  George  Spat  email  s gift  in  1647,  of  20/.,  the  profit  thereof  Spateman’s  Charity 
to  be  paid  to  the  poor  of  Matlock,  at  the  discretion  of  William  Wolley  and  for  the  Poor. 
Samuel  Spateman,  and  their  heirs,  with  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the 
parish,  in  respect  of  which,  the  annual  sum  of  4/.  16s.,  part  of  the  rents  of  a 
house  and  land  in  this  parish,  is  now  appropriated  to  the  poor,  have  been  stated 
in  the  above  account  of  the  same  donor’s  gift  to  the  school. 

Johns’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  the  church  tablet  that  Thomas  Johns,  by  his  Will,  bearing  Johns’s  Charity, 
date  28th  February  I667,  gave  21.  and  four  Bibles  of  the  value  of  1/.  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  rents  of  the  lands  called  Janckin  Flat,  Causeway-Lane  Meadow, 
and  Dick  Lands,  situate  in  Matlock,  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  by  the  minister, 
churchwardens,  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  for  ever. 

Of  these  annual  sums,  1/.  is  paid  by  Mr.  Samuel  Tudor,  in  respect  of  the 
field  called  Janckin  Flat ; 1 /.  was  paid  by  Mr.  Adam  Wolley,  lately  deceased,  in 
respect  of  the  Causeway- Lane  Meadow ; and  1 /.  was  also  paid  by  him  in 
respect  of  the  Dick  Lands. 

The  payment  from  Causeway-Lane  Meadow  has  been  considered  applicable 
to  the  purchase  of  the  Bibles  mentioned  in  the  donor’s  will,  and  was  received 
from  the  occupier  of  that  meadow  by  the  Reverend  Philip  Gell,  as  the  minister 
of  Matlock,  and  laid  out  by  him  in  buying  four  Bibles,  which  he  distributed  to 
poor  persons  until  about  five  years  ago,  since  which  time  it  has  been,  as  we  are 
informed,  applied  by  Mr.  Adam  Wolley,  who  purchased  the  meadow,  and  was 
the  owner  of  it  at  the  time  of  his  death. 


Clark’s  Charity. 

It  also  appears  from  the  church  tablet  that  Daniel  Clark,  by  his  Will,  bearing  Clark’s  Charity 
date  20th  June  1726,  gave  10s.  yearly,  for  ever,  to  be  paid  out  of  his  whole 
estate  into  the  hands  of  John  Wolley  and  George  Sowter,  and  their  heirs 
successively,  with  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  to  be  distributed  to  twenty  of  the 
poorest  families  of  the  parish. 

This  annual  sum  of  10s.  is  paid  by  Mr.  Wigley  Haywood  Hodgkinson,  of 
Matlock,  in  respect  of  lands  in  Matlock  charged  therewith. 
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Bradley’s  Charity. 

Matlock.  It  also  appears  from  the  church  tablet  that  Joshua  Bradley , by  his  Will, 

- — - bearing  date  15th  March  1738,  gave  105.  a year,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of 

Bradley  s Charity.  jyjr  Wigley  Haywood,  and  Mr.  John  Wolley,  and  their  heirs  successively,  out 
of  the  rents  of  a close  called  Allcock,  lying  in  Matlock  Bank,  to  be  by  them 
distributed  amongst  twenty  of  the  poorest  families  of  Matlock,  not  being 
pensioners. 

This  annual  sum  of  10 s.  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  Robert  Bramley,  in  respect  of 
the  land  called  Allcock. 

Garratt’s  Charity. 

Garratt’s  Charity.  Thomus  Garralt , of  Hornsey,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  esquire,  by  his  Will, 
bearing  date  23d  June  1791,  and  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury 
in  the  following  year,  gave  to  the  rector  or  vicar,  and  the  churchwardens  of  the 
parish  of  Matlock  for  the  time  being,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  100/.,  in 
trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  such  of  the  Government  funds  or  securities  as  they 
should  think  fit ; and  on  Saint  Thomas’s-day  in  every  year  to  distribute  the 
dividends  and  interest  thereof  to  and  among  twenty  poor  housekeepers  of 
the  said  parish  of  Matlock,  not  receiving  alms  of  the  same  parish,  ten  at  the 
nomination  of  the  rector  or  vicar  for  the  time  being,  and  ten  at  the  nomination 
of  the  churchwardens  for  the  time  being. 

In  respect  of  this  bequest  there  is  now  standing  in  the  names  of  Mr.  Adam 
Wolley,  the  Rev^  Philip  Gell,  and  Mr.  John  Nuttall,  100/.  3 f-per-cents, 
reduced  from  4-per-cents,  the  dividends  of  which,  together  with  the  annual 
sums  of  105.  derived  from  Walker’s  Charity,  4/.  165.  from  Spateman’s  Charity, 
2/.  from  Johns’s  Charity,  105.  from  Clark’s  Charity,  and  105.  from  Bradley’s 
Charity,  the  whole  amounting  to  11  /.  16.  per  annum,  are  distributed  to  the  poor 
at  the  church  on  Candlemas-day,  in  sums  usually  varying  from  15.  to  25.  Qd. 
The  late  Mr.  Adam  Wolley  has  had  the  principal  management  of  these  charities, 
and  has  been  accustomed  to  send  to  the  church  the  sums  to  be  distributed,  with 
a book  previously  prepared  by  him,  containing  a list  of  the  names  of  the  persons 
who  were  to  partake  of  the  charities,  and  a statement  of  the  portions  to  be  given 
to  each.  The  distribution  has  usually  been  attended  by  the  minister  and  the 
overseers  of  the  poor,  and  sometimes  by  the  churchwardens.  The  minister 
states,  that  in  case  of  there  being  any  surplus  at  the  time  of  distribution,  he  has 
occasionally  recommended  poor  objects  to  partake  of  it ; but  that  he  and  the 
churchwardens  have  not  been  consulted  in  the  preparation  of  the  annual  lists. 

It  appears  however  from  the  above-mentioned  statements  of  the  several 
charities,  that  in  most  instances  it  was  the  intention  of  the  donors  that  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  should,  either  alone,  or  jointly  with  others,  have 
the  selection  of  the  objects,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  annual  sums  amongst 
them. 

Gisborne’s  Charity. 

Gisborne’s  Charity.  This  parish  partakes  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Gisborne’s  Charity.  See  Ashborne. 


PARISH  OF  PARWICH. 

Thurstan  Dale’s  Charity. 

Parwich.  An  Inscription  on  a tablet  in  the  church  of  this  parish  states  that  Thurstan 

Dale  gave  105.  a year,  to  be  annually  distributed  to  the  poor  of  Parwich  ; to 

Thurstan  Dales  secure  the  payment  whereof  he  gave  by  deed  indented,  in  1653,  one  beastgate 
au  J " on  Hawkslow  to  the  care  of  trustees,  for  ever. 

This  annual  sum  of  105.  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  Thomas  Dale,  in  respect  of 
a piece  of  land,  containing  about  an  acre  and  a half,  allotted  to  him  on  the 
inclosure  of  an  open  pasture  in  this  parish  called  Hawkslow,  or  Hakeslow, 
under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1?8S,  in  compensation  for  a beastgate  on 
that  pasture,  to  a farmer  residing  at  Parwich,  who  distributes  the  same  according 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Dale’s  instructions,  in  shillings  and  sixpences,  to  a few  of  the 
most  deserving  poor  persons  of  the  parish. 

Beresford’s  Charity. 

Beresfoid’s Chanty.  By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  29th  and  30th  April  1695, 
(as  appears  from  an  attested  copy  of  the  Release  produced  to  us),  William 

Beresford , 
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Beresford,  of  Parwich,  for  the  settling  of  the  lands  thereinafter  mentioned  to 
the  o-ood  and  charitable  purposes  therein  expressed,  granted  to  Anthony 
Beresford,  of  Cold  Eaton,  Richard  Beresford,  Anthony  Beresford,  of  Parwich, 
William  Allsop,  Robert  Dale,  John  Tomlinson  and  Francis  Roe,  and  their 
heirs,  the  closes  in  Parwich  called  the  Copleys,  as  the  same  were  then  divided 
into  several  parts,  and  a little  close  or  pingle  adjoining  the  east  corner  thereof, 
and  a close  called  the  Nether  Bletch,  adjoining  the  west  corner  thereof,  and  the 
closes  called  the  Rakes  or  Long  Rakes,  as  the  same  were  then  divided  into 
three  parts,  and  twelve  beastgates  and  a half,  at  all  times  in  the  year,  in  a 
pasture  in  Parwich  called  Hakeslow,  and  so  much  of  the  soil  thereof  as  was 
proportionable  to  the  said  twelve  beastgates  and  a half,  to  the  use  of  the  said 
William  Beresford  for  his  life,  and  after  his  decease  to  the  use  of  the  said  Anthony 
Beresford  and  the  other  trustees  above  mentioned,  and  their  heirs,  on  trust,  to 
let  the  land  called  the  Rakes,  and  nine  of  the  said  beastgates,  at  the  best  rent 
they  could  get,  so  that  the  land  might  be  kept  in  good  husbandry,  and  the 
tenants  thereof  have  a reasonable  pennyworth  as  between  landlord  and  tenant ; 
and  to  dispose  of  the  rents  thereof  for  the  performing  of  Divine  Service,  and 
preaching  one  or  more  sermons  in  the  church  of  Parwich,  according  to  the 
Protestant  religion,  on  each  Sunday,  or  on  other  days,  as  the  trustees  should 
appoint,  in  the  parish-church,  by  such  person  as  the  trustees,  or  the  major  part 
of  them,  should  approve,  appoint,  and  think  fit  to  perform  and  preach  the  same  ; 
and  in  case  the  said  trustees  should  be  prohibited  from  appointing  the  per- 
formance of  service  and  preaching  of  sermons  in  Parwich  Church  in  manner 
aforesaid,  or  that  any  other  religion  should  be  established  or  exercised  in  the 
church  there  other  than  the  Protestant  religion,  on  trust,  that  the  said  trustees 
should  thenceforth  pay  the  pearly  rents  of  the  said  lands  and  beastgates  to  the 
right  heirs  of  the  said  John  Beresford,  until  the  trustees  might  appoint  the  per- 
formance of  service  and  preaching  of  sermons  in  manner  aforesaid  ; and  that 
from  thenceforth  the  trustees  should  dispose  of  the  rents  of  the  said  lands  called 
the  Rakes,  and  of  the  nine  beastgates,  in  manner  before  mentioned ; and  on 
further  trust,  after  the  death  of  the  said  William  Beresford,  to  let  the  lands 
called  the  Copleys,  the  Little  Close  or  Pingle,  the  Nether  Bletch,  and  the  three 
and  a half  beastgates,  the  remainder  of  the  said  121  beastgates,  at  reasonable 
rents,  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  dispose  of  the  rents  thereof  as  follows  ; viz.  50s. 
yearly  for  teaching  eight  children  at  the  school  at  Parwich,  or  some  other 
school,  when  and  at  such  times  as  the  trustees  should  think  tit  to  send  so  many 
to  school,  and  to  continue  them  at  school  for  a longer  or  shorter  time,  and  to 
allow  out  of  the  said  50s.  for  teaching  the  said  children,  such  wages  for  each 
child  as  they  should  think  fit,  such  eight  children  to  be  taken  one  out  of 
each  of  the  eight  poorest  families  in  Parwich  ; and  when  there  should  be  under 
the  number  of  eight  children  sent  to  school,  the  residue  of  the  said  50s.  to  be 
expended  in  cloth  for  clothing,  and  shoes  for  the  children  that  should  be  sent 
to  school  : and  on  further  trust,  to  distribute  the  residue  of  the  last-mentioned 
lands  and  beastgates  among  the  poor  people  of  the  town  of  Parwich  at  Christmas, 
Easter,  Midsummer  and  Michaelmas  ; such  distribution,  and  the  proportions  to 
be  given,  to  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  or  the 
major  part  of  them  ; and  on  further  trust,  that  when  two  of  the  trustees  should 
die,  the  five  survivors  should  convey  the  said  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves 
and  two  other  persons,  and  their  heirs,  on  the  same  trusts ; with  a proviso  that 
the  trustees  might  reimburse  themselves  their  expenses. 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  was  made  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release, 
bearing  date  24th  and  25th  May  1819,  whereby  Richard  Beresford,  Thomas 
Dakeyne,  William  Gould,  and  Anthony  Beresford  conveyed  the  above-mentioned 
premises,  and  also  a parcel  of  land  containing  22  a.  0 r.  13  p.  allotted  to  the 
trustees  by  the  commissioners,  under  an  Act  for  inclosing  the  pasture  called 
Hakeslow,  in  respect  of  the  said  12  \ beastgates  to  John  Goodwin  Johnson, 
Thomas  Gould,  and  William  Allsop,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  all  the  parties 
thereto,  on  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

All  these  trustees  are  still  living,  but  one  of  them,  Richard  Beresford,  is 
gone  to  America,  and  settled  there. 

The  property  of  this  charity  consists  of 

1. — The  lands  called  the  Copleys,  the  Little  Pingle,  and  the  Nether  Bletch, 
together  with  two  parcels  of  the  above  mentioned  allotment  on  Hakeslow,  con- 
taining in  the  whole  19  a.  1 u.  24  p.  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Lees,  as  yearly 

K 4 tenant. 
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Harwich.  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  23 /.  35.  9d.  per  annum,  to  which  amount  it  was  lowered 
~ — ; . in  1822,  from  25  /.  1 5 s.  9,(1. 

eTC continue/*  — The  lands  called  the  Rakes,  and  three  parcels  forming  the  residue  of  the 

v ' j allotment  on  Hakeslow,  containing  in  the  whole  26a.  1r.  6p.  in  the  accupation 

of  John  Kirkham,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  32/.  per  annum,  to  which 
amount  it  was  lowered  in  1822,  from  36/. 

There  is  also  belonging  to  this  charity  a sum  of  405/.  7 s.  7 d.  consolidated 
3 per  cents,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant-General  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  which  appears  to  have  arisen  from  arrears  of  rent  of  the  Charity 
Lands,  for  the  recovery  of  which  an  information  was  tiled  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  by  the  Attorney-General  against  Thomas  Roe. 

By  ail  order  of  the  Lord-Chancellor,  made  28th  July  1781,  in  this  cause,  it 
was  directed  that  the  defendant,  Thomas  Roe,  should  deliver  up  possession  of 
the  premises  in  question  ; that  it  should  be  referred  to  one  of  the  Masters  of  the 
court  to  take  an  account  of  what  was  due  from  him  for  rents  of  the  said  premises 
after  the  rate  of  30/.  a year  from  Lady-day  1762,  to  Lady-day  1767,  and  from  that 
time  after  the  rate  of  33/.  a year ; and  it  was  also  ordered  that  the  defendant 
Thomas  Roe,  as  the  executor  of  Job  Roe,  admitting  assets,  should  pay  what 
should  be  found  due  from  him  into  the  Bank,  with  the  privity  of  the  Ac- 
countant-General ; that  the  trustees  should  let  the  premises  to  a proper  tenant 
according  to  the  indenture  of  1695  ; and  that  the  Master  should  consider  and 
approve  of  a scheme  for  carrying  on  the  charity  according  to  the  then  estimate 
of  the  estate. 

The  defendant  in  the  above-mentioned  suit  having  died  before  all  the  objects 
of  it  were  obtained,  and  the  relators  being  also  dead,  except  one  who  had  ceased 
to  reside  in  this  part  of  the  country,  a supplemental  information  was  filed  against 
the  then  trustees,  in  which  it  was  prayed  that  the  proceedings  before  the 
Master  might  be  carried  011  as  directed  in  the  former  cause. 

By  an  order  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  made  24th  July  1797>  in  the  latter 
cause,  which  came  before  the  court  under  the  title  of  the  Attorney-General 
against  Johnson  and  others,  it  was  directed  that  the  costs  of  all  parties  should 
be  paid  out  of  a sum  of  238/.  155.  3d.  cash  in  the  Bank,  in  the  name  of  the 
Accountant-General,  in  trust,  in  the  cause  of  the  Attorney-General  against  Roe  ; 
that  the  residue  of  such  cash  should  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  3 per  cent 
annuities,  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant-General,  in  trust,  in  the  cause  then 
before  the  court,  and  that  103/.  9 5.  three  per  cent  annuities,  standing  in  the 
cause  of  the  Attorney-General  against  Roe,  and  all  interest  accruing  thereon, 
should  be  carried  by  the  Accountant-General,  in  trust,  in  the  cause  then  before 
the  court ; and  it  was  referred  to  the  Master  to  consider  and  approve  of  a scheme 
for  carrying  on  the  charity. 

By  a subsequent  order  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  made  8th  August  1804,  in 
the  latter  cause,  a Report  of  the  Master,  dated  4th  August  then  instant,  was  con- 
firmed, whereby  he  approved  of  a scheme  for  the  management  of  the  Charity, 
the  substance  of  which  was,  that  the  trustees  should  apply  ten  twenty-third 
parts  of  the  clear  produce  of  the  rents  and  profits  to  the  minister  ; ten  other 
twenty-third  parts  to  the  poor,  and  the  remaining  three  twenty-third  parts  for 
schooling  poor  children,  being  the  proportions  in  which  the  founder  intended 
that  the  same  should  be  distributed ; and  it  was  ordered  that  the  costs  should 
be  taxed  and  paid  out  of  54/.  5 s.  cash  in  the  Bank  ; that  the  dividends  to 
• accrue  on  405/.  Js.  Id.  three  per  cents,  in  the  Accountant-General’s  name, 
should  be  paid  to  the  defendants,  Francis  Johnson  and  others,  the  trustees  and 
their  successors,  to  be  applied  according  to  the  scheme  approved  by  the  said 
Master’s  Report. 

By  an  order,  made  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  the  said  cause  of  the  Attorney- 
General  against  Johnson,  on  the  petition  of  the  trustees,  in  consequence  of 
Richard  Beresford,  one  of  the  trustees,  having  left  England  in  1819,  and  being 
then  resident  in  America,  it  was  directed  that  the  interest  to  accrue  on  the  said 
405/.  75.  7 d.  three  per  cent  annuities  should  be  paid  to  Thomas  Dakeyne,  and 
William  Gould  the  younger,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  any  new  trustees  of 
the  charity  in  the  petition  mentioned  to  be  appointed,  and  that  the  costs  of  the 
said  petition  should  be  taxed  and  paid  out  of  54/.  14  5.  3d.  cash  then  in  the 
Bank,  to  the  credit  of  that  cause. 

The  dividends  on  the  above-mentioned  405/.  7 s.  7 d.  consolidated  3 per 
cents,  amounting  to  12/.  3s.  9d .,  are  received  from  the  Accountant-General  by 

the 
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the  agents  of  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Wise,  solicitors  at  Ashborne,  (Mr.  Johnson 
bein^3  one  of  the  trustees,)  and  sums  are  from  time  to  time  paid  by  those  gen- 
tlemen to  the  trustees  on  account  of  such  dividends.  It  would  be  more  accu- 
rate if  the  exact  sum  received  for  dividends  in  each  year,  (after  deducting  any 
expenses  incurred  in  receiving  it,)  were  carried  to  each  year’s  account. 

* Each  trustee  of  this  charity  acts  in  yearly  rotation  as  treasurer,  and  keeps 
the  accounts. 

The  following  summary  of  the  Accounts  of  Mr.  William  Allsop,  as  treasurer 
for  the  year  ending  at  Lady-day  1827,  will  serve  to  show  the  usual  mode  of 
applying  the  income  of  this  charity. 

RECEIPTS:  £,  s.  d. 
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One  years  rents  - 

Received  of  Messrs.  Johnson  & 
Wise  on  account  of  dividends  - 

Received  nine  years  payment  of 
Robert  Dale’s  Charity,  at  1 1 s. 
per  annum  - 

Received  for  Johnson’s  Charity  - 
Balance  due  to  the  Treasurer 


£. 


s. 

55  3 2 

l 

xi  - - 

4 19  - 
2 10  - 
4 13  Hi 

78  6 1 i 


DISBURSEMENTS: 

To  the  perpetual  curate  of  Par- 
wich - 

To  a Schoolmaster  - 

Distributed  to  the  poor. 
Midsummer,  1826  -£.7  18  - 

Michaelmas,  1826  - 7 18  - 

Christmas,  1826  - 7 18  — 

Lady-day,  1827  - 7 11  6 


Distributed  Johnson’s  Charity  to 
the  poor  - - - - 

Expenses  of  the  four  quarterly 
meetings  of  the  trustees 
Quit-rent  - - - - 

Balance  due  to  the  preceding 
treasurer  - 


d. 


27  6 - 
8 - - 


31  5 6 

2 10  - 

2 3 4i 

- 7 - 

6 14  3 
78  6 if 


The  particulars  of  Johnson’s  and  Robert  Dale’s  Charities  included  in  this 
account  will  be  hereinafter  stated.  The  respective  payments  made  to  the 
minister,  the  schoolmaster,  and  the  poor,  in  respect  of  Beresford’s  Charity,  are 
nearly,  but  not  accurately,  according  to  the  proportions  contained  in  the  scheme, 
approved  of  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  1804.  With  the  addition  of  the 
expenses  of  the  distribution  they  somewhat  exceed  the  present  income  of  the 
charity,  and  it  seems  necessary  that  a reduction  should  be  made  in  the  expen- 
diture. 

The  schoolmaster,  in  respect  of  the  annual  sum  of  81.  which  he  receives, 
instructs  in  reading,  on  an  average,  ten  poor  boys  and  girls  of  Parwich, 
appointed  by  such  of  the  trustees  as  reside  there. 

The  poor  persons  to  whom  the  quarterly  distributions  are  made  are  appointed 
by  the  trustees  at  their  meetings ; those  who  have  been  once  appointed  usually 
continue  to  receive  a portion  every  quarter  ; the  sums  thus  given  varying  from 
3 s.  to  8 s. 

We  are  informed,  that  with  a few  exceptions  of  old  and  infirm  people,  those 
who  partake  of  the  charity  do  not  receive  parochial  relief. 

Robert  Dale’s  Charity. 

Robert  Dale,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  23d  August  1744,  and  proved  at  Lich-  Robert  Dale’s 
held  1751,  gave  as  follows  ; Charity. 

Item. — “ To  the  poor  of  Parwich  onebeastgate  on  Hawkslow,  to  be  divided 
by  William  Beresford’s  trustees  at  Christmas  or  Candlemas  for  ever,  i.e.  11 5.” 

An  annual  sum  of  11  s.  is  paid  to  the  trustees  of  Beresford’s  Charity  above- 
mentioned,  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Brownson,  in  respect  of  an  allotment  made  on  the 
inclosure  of  Hakeslow,  in  respect  of  the  beastgate  mentioned  in  Robert  Dale’s 
will.  It  has  been  stated  in  the  account  of  Beresford’s  Charity  that  the  treasurer 
thereof  in  1827  received  a sum  of  4/.  19$.  for  9 years  of  this  payment,  which 
was  not  specifically  distributed  as  this  donor’s  charity ; but  was  included  in 
the  quarterly  distributions  to  the  poor. 

We  apprehend  that  it  was  the  donor’s  intention  that  the  whole  profit  of  the 
beastgate  mentioned  in  his  will  should  be  given  to  the  poor ; but  as  the  gift 
was  altogether  void  under  the  Act  9 Geo.  II.  c.  36,  no  claim  to  the  allotment 
made  in  respect  of  the  beastgate  could  be  substantiated. 

Dakeyne’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  Church,  that  George  Dakeyne  gave  to  eight  Dakeyne’s  Charily, 
of  the  poorest  families,  especially  widows  or  widowers,  living  in  this  parish 
Kep.  IQ.  L 20 s. 
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205.  yearly,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  profits  arising  from  a piece  of  ground  called 
DakeynJsCharity  Dakeyne  Retell,  lying  near  the  towu,  “to  "be  equally  distributed  by  the 
continued.  ' ’ trustees,  as  above  empowered  to  receive  the  aforesaid.”  ’The  tablet  states  the 

v -J— J date  of  this  donation  to  be  17th  May  1757,  but  does  not  mention  whether  it 

was  given  by  deed  or  will. 

Dakeyne  Bletch  is  a meadow  of  about  3 acres,  now  in  the  occupation  of 
Thomas  Dakeyne,  as  the  owner  thereof,  whose  son  George  Dakeyne,  has  for  some 
years  had  the  management  of  his  father’s  concerns,  and  has  during  that  time  dis- 
tributed 205.  yearly,  about  Christmas,  amongst  the  poorest  persons  of  the  parish. 

The  charity  preceding  this  in  the  church-tablet  is  that  of  Robert  Dale,  and 
it  would  therefore  seem  that  the  trustees  referred  to,  who  were  to  have  the  dis- 
tribution of  this  annual  sum  of  205.,  were  the  trustees  of  Beresford’s  Charity. 


Allsop’s  & Jackson’s 
Charities. 


Allsop’s  and  Jackson’s  Charities. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  21st  September  1778,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery, 
between  John  Allsop,  surviving  son,  heir-at-law  and  devisee  of  John  Allsop,  of 
Ashborne,  deceased,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Jackson  and  four  others,  of 
Parwich,  of  the  other  part,  reciting,  that  by  the  will  of  William  Allsop, 
of  Parwich,  bearing  date  lltli  June  1728,  in  which  it  was  recited  that  his 
brother,  Thomas  Allsop,  deceased,  had  by  his  Will  given  to  the  church  in  Parwich 
40/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  disposed  to  the  minister  or  preacher  in  Par- 
wich, and  had  desired  that  his  heirs,  executors,  &c.  should  buy  so  much  land 
as  the  said  40  /.  would  buy,  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the 
minister  of  Parwich  yearly,  and  had  made  the  said  William  Allsop  his  execu- 
tor, the.  said  William  Allsop,  not  having  purchased  any  lands  with  the  said  40/., 
but  having  yearly  paid  the  interest  thereof  according  to  the  will  of  the  saidThomas 
Allsop,  directed  that  his  lands  in  Parwich,  except  as  therein  mentioned,  should 
stand  chargeable  with  the  payment  of  the  said  40/.  and  interest  until  his  exe- 
cutor or  his  heirs,  or  the  devisees  of  his  said  lands,  should  thereout  have  laid 
out  in  purchasing  lands  40/.,  unless  the  said  William  Allsop  should  otherwise 
settle  the  said  40  /.  on  some  part  of  his  estate ; and  reciting,  that  the  said 
William  Allsop,  by  his  said  will,  gave  all  his  messuages,  lands,  &c.  to  the  said 
John  Allsop  the  father,  in  tail-male  who  suffered  a recovery  thereof  to  the  use 
of  himself  in  fee  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  John  Allsop  the  Father,  by  his 
will,  bearing  date  3d  January  1755,  gave  all  his  real  and  personal  estate  to  the 
said  John  Allsop  the  son,  and  that  the  said  sum  of  40/.  had  not  been  invested 
in  the  purchase  of  land,  but  the  interest  thereof  had  been  paid  to  the  minister 
of  Parwich  ; and  reciting  that  the  said  John  Jackson  was  desirous  to  invest 
100/.  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  the  charitable  uses  thereinafter  mentioned  and 
that  it  was  agreed  between  the  said  John  Allsop,  party  thereto,  and  John  Jack- 
son,  that  the  same  John  Allsop  should  in  lieu  of  the  said  40/.,  and  in  consider- 
ation of  100/.  paid  to  him  by  the  said  John  Jackson,  convey  the  lands  and 
tenements  thereinafter  mentioned  to  the  charitable  uses  therein  declared  ; it 
was  witnessed,  that  the  said  John  Allsop,  party  thereto,  for  the  establishing  the 
charity  of  the  said  Thomas  Allsop,  and  in  lieu  of  the  said  sum  of  40/.  so  given 
by  him,  and  to  the  intent  that  the  lands  and  tenements  charged  therewith  by 
the  will  of  the  said  William  Allsop  might  be  freed  therefrom,  and  in  consider- 
ation of  the  said  sum  of  100/.  paid  by  the  said  John  Jackson,  and  by  his  direc- 
tion, granted,  to  the  said  John  Jackson  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a close  in 
Parwich,  called  Sitterlow,  containing  by  estimation  three  acres,  and  another 
close  there  called  the  Wings,  containing  1a.  2r.,  which  premises  were  late  the 
inheritance  of  the  said  William  Allsop,  and  were  then  let  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
61.,  on  trust,  in  the  first  place,  to  pay  yearly,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
premises,  in  respect  of  the  charity  of  the  said  Thomas  Allsop,  on  1st  January, 
the  clear  yearly  sum  of  405.  to  the  vicar  of  Parwich  and  his  successors  ; and 
in  the  next  place,  on  the  said  1st  January  yearly,  to  pay  out  of  the  rents 
thereof,  as  the  charity  of  the  said  John  Jackson,  the  further  clear  yearly  sum 
of  405.  to  the  said  vicar  and  his  successors,  to  the  intent  and  on  condition  that 
they  should  once  in  the  day,  on  every  Friday  during  Lent,  for  ever,  read 
prayers,  or  cause  them  to  be  read  in  the  parish-church  of  Parwich,  according 
to  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England ; and  on  trust  to  pay  as  the  further 
charity  of  the  said  John  Jackson,  the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
said  premises,  in  such  shares  as  they  should  think  proper,  amongst  such  poor 
and  industrious  people  who  should  have  settlements  within  the  said  parish,  as 
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they  should  think  most  necessitous  and  worthy  of  charity.  Provided  that  Parwich. 
when  the  trustees  should,  by  death,  be  reduced  to  three,  the  survivors  should  ■ 

convey  the  said  closes  to  so  many  new  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  as  should  make  A lls°ps& Jacksons 
the  number  of  five,  to  the  use  of  such  new  trustees  and  of  such  survivors,  on  the  continued. 

trusts  above  expressed.  And  it  was  declared  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  v ^ J 

trustees  out  of  the  premises  to  deduct  all  costs  and  expenses  incurred  in 
the  management  of  the  trust. 

The  last  trust-deeds  of  these  lands  bear  date  21st  and  22d  January  1822, 
whereby  John  Gould,  Thomas  Holland  and  William  Allsop  conveyed  the 
above-mentioned  closes  to  Thomas  Gould  and  Samuel  Kirkham,  and  their 
heirs,  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  of  the  said  John  Gould,  Thomas  Holland 
and  William  Allsop,  on  the  respective  trusts  above  mentioned. 

All  the  above-mentioned  trustees  are  now  living  except  John  Gould. 

The  two  closes  called  the  Sitterlow  and  the  Wings,  are  now  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  Thomas  Allsop,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  9/.  10  s. 

Each  trustee  of  this  charity  acts  in  yearly  rotation  as  treasurer.  A yearly 
sum  of  4/.  10, s.  is  paid  out  of  the  rents  to  the  perpetual  curate  of  Parwich, 
who  reads  prayers  on  the  Fridays  during  Lent. 

It  appears  to  us  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  deed  of 
1778,  that  whether  the  rent  of  the  closes,  stated  to  be  then  61.  per  annum,  was 
afterwards  increased  or  diminished,  the  minister  should  have  neither  more  nor 
less  than  the  two  clear  yearly  sums  of  40s.  therein  specified. 

The  residue  of  the  year’s  rent,  amounting  to  51.,  which  would  become  due  at 
Michaelmas,  is  received  shortly  after  the  preceding  Christmas,  by  the  trustees, 
who  then  meet  and  decide  to  what  poor  persons,  and  in  what  proportions,  the 
amount  (subject  to  a deduction  of  about  7 s.  or  8s.  for  the  expenses  of  the 
trustees  at  that  meeting)  shall  be  distributed,  and  the  distribution  is  made 
accordingly  on  the  morning  after  the  meeting,  at  the  houses  of  the  poor,  in 
small  sums. 

Binkcliff’s  and  Roe’s  Charities. 

Margaret  Binkcliff',  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  30th  October  1788,  and  proved  BinkclifT’s  & Roe’s 
at  Lichfield  by  Francis  Roe,  one  of  her  executors,  in  1794,  alter  giving  Charities, 
several  pecuniary  legacies,  gave  to  her  nephew,  the  said  Francis  Roe  100/.,  on 
trust,  to  put  the  same  out  on  good  security  for  the  most  interest  that  could  be 
got  for  the  same,  and  to  distribute  the  interest  thereof  amongst  such  poor  and 
necessitous  persons  of  the  parish  of  Parwich,  and  in  such  shares  as  he  or  they 
should  think  fit.  And  she  gave  all  her  lands,  &c.  in  Snelston,  Tissington, 

Thorpe,  Parwich,  and  Sheen,  in  the  counties  of  Derby  and  Stafford,  and  ail  her 
real  and  personal  estate  to  her  brother  Thomas  Roe,  his  heirs,  executors,  &c., 
subject  to  the  payment  of  her  debts,  funeral  expenses  and  legacies  ; and  she 
appointed  the  said  Thomas  and  Francis  Roe  her  executors. 

The  above-mentioned  Thomas  Roe,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  27th  March 
1794,  and  proved  at  Lichfield  in  1795,  devised  to  his  nephews  Francis  Roe,  and 
John  Roe,  and  their  heirs,  as  tenants  in  common,  all  his  real  estates  in  the 
parishes  of  Parwich,  Tissington,  Thorpe,  Snelston,  and  Wyaston,  in  the  county 
of  Derby,  and  in  the  parish  of  Sheen,  in  the  county  of  Stafford  ; and  he  gave 
to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Parwich  100/.,  and  charged  the  whole  of  his  real 
estate  with  the  payment  thereof,  and  directed  that  as  soon  as  the  said  100/.  was 
raised,  it  should  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish  of  Parwich,  to  be  by  them  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  land  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  for  ever : and  after  reciting  that  his  late  sister 
the  said  Margaret  Binkcliff,  had  by  her  will  devised  all  her  freehold  lands  at 
Snelston,  and  the  other  places  before  mentioned  in  her  will,  and  all  her  real  and 
personal  estate  to  him  the  said  Thomas  Roe,  his  heirs,  executors,  &c.,  subject  to 
the  payment  of  her  debts,  funeral  expenses,  and  legacies,  the  said  Thomas  Roe 
gave  all  the  said  lands  and  tenements  so  devised  to  him,  to  his  nephews,  the 
said  Francis  and  John  Roe,  and  their  heirs,  as  tenants  in  common,  chargeable 
with  the  payment  of  all  the  legacies  given  by  the  will  of  the  said  Margaret 
Binkcliff. 

The  legacy  given  by  Mrs.  Binkcliff’s  Will  was,  as  far  as  related  to  her  per- 
sonal estate,  valid.  We  have  not  obtained  any  information  as  to  the  amount  of 
her  personalty,  but  if  it  was  of  sufficient  amount  to  pay  her  debts,  funeral  ex- 
penses, and  legacies,  the  sum  of  100/.  ought  to  have  been,  and  ought  still  to  be, 
placed  out  by  her  personal  representatives  on  good  security,  for  the  benefit  of 
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the  poor.  Considered  as  a charge  on  her  real  estate,  the  legacy  was  void  by 
the  Act  9 Geo.  2,  c.  36.  The  legacy  of  Thomas  Roe,  as  being  made  payable 
out  of  his  real  estate  was  also  void. 

Two  annual  sums  of  51.  each  are  however  now  paid  as  the  interest  of  the 
two  legacies,  by  Mr.  Robert  Johnson,  of  Bakewell,  who  married  the  widow  of 
one  of  the  nephews  of  Thomas  Roe,  and  is  in  right  of  his  wife,  the  owner  of 
one  moiety  of  the  estates  devised  by  the  above-mentioned  Wills,  and  Mr. 
Richard  Roe,  of  Manchester,  the  owner  of  the  other  moiety  thereof. 

From  1819  to  1823  these  payments  were  withheld,  but  in  the  years  1824, 
1825,  and  1826,  the  arrears,  and  the  accruing  payments  were  distributed  by 
Mr.  Robert  Johnson,  with  the  assistance  of  one  of  the  churchwardens,  amongst 
poor  persons  of  this  parish,  in  sums  varying  from  about  45.  to  1/.  7 5.  We  are 
informed  that  previously  to  1819  a half-yearly  distribution  was  made  of  these 
charities  by  one  of  the  tenants  in  common  of  the  estates. 


Johnson’s  Charity-. 

Johnson’s  Charity.  Francis  Johnson,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  1st  August  1800,  gave  to  the 
trustees  of  William  Beresford’s  charity  in  Parwich,  (in  obedience  to  the  request 
of  his  mother  in  her  last  illness)  501.  in  trust,  to  be  by  them  laid  out  in  the  pur- 
chase of  land,  or  placed  out  at  interest,  (which  they  should  think  proper)  and 
to  pay  the  produce  or  interest  every  year  at  Christmas,  to  and  amongst  such 
poor  people  of  the  parish  of  Parwich  as  they  should  think  most  indigent. 

I his  sum  ot  501.  is  now  in  the  hands  of  John  Goodwin  Johnson,  esquire, 
who  pays  505.  as  the  interest  of  it  to  the  trustees  of  Beresford’s  charity,  which 
is  included  in  their  accounts,  and  is  distributed  by  them  amongst  the  poor  at 
Christmas,  in  addition  to  the  quarterly  share  of  the  rents  of  Beresford’s  charity. 


Gisborne’s  Charity. 

Gisborne's  Charity.  The  poor  of  this  parish  partake  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Gisborne’s  charity. 
See  Ash  borne. 


PARISH  OF  THORPE. 


Thorpe. 

Charities  of  Winder 
and  another. 


Charities  of  Winder  and  another. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  it  is  stated  that  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Winder,  by  his  Will  in  1766,  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  20/.,  then  vested 
in  John  Mellor,  and  producing  165.  per  annum,  and  that  a person  unknown 
gave  to  the  poor  5 /.,  vested  in  the  same  person,  and  producing  4 5.  per  annum. 

These  two  sums,  amounting  to  25/.  were  lent  on  private  security  until  1819, 
when  they  were  deposited  in  the  Ashborne  Savings  Bank,  in  the  names  ot'  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Thorpe. 

The  interest  thereof  at  four  per  cent,  being  1 /.  per  annum,  is  received  by  the 
churchwardens  yearly  in  January,  and  is  immediately  afterwards  distributed  by 
the  minister  amongst  the  most  necessitous  poor  of  the  parish. 


Port’s  Charity. 

Port’s  Charity.  For  the  particulars  of  this  charity,  from  which  the  poor  of  this  parish 
received,  until  about  nine  years  ago,  wool  to  the  value  of  IO5.,  or  money  to  that 
amount,  see  Ashborne. 


PARISH  OF  TLSSINGTON. 

Port’s  Charity. 

Tissington.  Catherine  Fort,  of  Ilam,  spinster,  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  2d  July  1722, 

PntTcT  and  P10ve<^  *n  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  in  1725,  gave  the  residue 
01  s mri  \.  0f  her  lands  in  Tissington  to  her  cousin  Elizabeth  Fitzherbert,  and  her  heirs, 
on  condition  that  she  and  her  heirs  should  pay  to  William  Fitzherbert  and  John 
Beresford,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  or  his  heirs,  as  soon  as  a convenient  pur- 
chase could  be  found,  so  much  money  as  would  purchase  a clear  yearly  rent  of 
51.  for  ever,  free  from  all  taxes,  levies,  and  reprizes  whatsoever,  in  their  names, 
or  the  name  of  the  survivor,  in  trust,  to  be  paid  to  such  person  as  they  and  the 
survivor  of  them,  and  his  heirs,  should  nominate,  tor  the  teaching  of  ten  such 
poor  children  as  should  be  inhabitants  within  Tissington,  and  legally  settled 
there,  to  read  and  write  English,  and  learn  the  Church-catechism,  all  which 

$ children 
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children  were  from  time  to  time  to  be  nominated  and  displaced  at  the  discretion 
of  the  said  William  Fitzherbert  and  John  Beresford,  and  the  survivor  of  them, 
and  his  heirs  ; and  she  directed  that  the  said  Elizabeth  Fitzherbert,  her  heirs  and 
assigns,  should,  until  a lit  purchase  of  such  an  annuity  could  be  found,  pay 
yearly,  at  the  days  aforesaid,  the  said  clear  sum  of  5 l.  to  the  said  William  Fitz- 
herbert and  John  Beresford,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  his  heirs,  to  be  by 
them  disposed  of  in  manner  aforesaid. 

In  pursuance  of  the  directions  contained  in  this  will,  a rentcharge  of  51. 
per  annum  was  in  1735  secured  on  lands  in  this  parish,  by  a deed,  of  which  an 
abstract  will  be  given  in  the  following  account  of  Fitzherbert’s  charity. 

The  annual  sum  of  4/.,  instead  of  51,  is  now  paid  by  the  tenant  under  Sir 
Henry  Fitzherbert,  bart.,  of  certain  lands  in  the  parish  called  the  Shaws,  the 
Town  Meadow,  and  the  Middle  Meadow,  to  a schoolmistress  appointed  by  him, 
who  in  respect  thereof  instructs  eight  poor  girls  of  Tissington,  also  nominated 
by  Sir  Henry,  in  reading  and  the  Church-catechism,  knitting  and  sewing. 

We  applied  to  John  Beresford,  esq.,  of  Ashborne,  the  agent  of  Sir  Henry 
Fitzherbert,  for  information  as  to  the  cause  of  the  reduction  of  this  annuity 
from  51.  to  4/.,  but  he  was  unable  to  account  for  it.  He  states,  that  the 
amount  of  the  payment  was  the  same  in  1793  as  at  present,  the  accounts  of  the 
Tissington  estate  having  been  from  that  year  to  1804  (during  Sir  Henry’s 
minority)  annually  settled  by  a Master  in  Chancery. 

As  Mrs.  Port  directed  that  a yearly  rent  of  51.  should  be  purchased,  free 
from  all  taxes  and  reprizes,  and  as  the  rentcharge  of  5 /.  was  granted  by  William 
Fitzherbert,  one  of  the  trustees  named  by  her  for  this  charity,  in  fulfilment  of 
her  intention,  it  seems  probable  that  the  alteration  in  the  annual  sum  originated 
in  some  error ; and  we  are  not  aware  of  any  reason  why  the  full  rentcharge  of 
51.  granted  by  the  deed  of  1735  should  not  now  be  paid. 


Tissington. 


Port’s  Charity, 
continued. 


Fitzherbert’s  Charity. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  1st  November  1735,  between  the  above-mentioned  Fitzherbert’s 

William  Fitzherbert^  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Gell,  Richard  Fitzherbert,  Charity. 
Rowe  Port,  John  Beresford,  Thomas  Barrow,  Hugh  Bateman,  John  Fitzher- 
bert, Richard  Goodwin,  Robert  Ensor,  and  Edward  Ensor,  of  the  other  part, 
reciting  that  Frances  Fitzherbert  had  given  the  value  of  25/.  a year  to  be  settled 
to  charitable  uses,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Tissington,  in  such  manner  as 
Doctor  Kettlewell  had  directed  concerning  a charity  of  his  of  the  same  value  ; 
viz.  61.  a year  for  putting  out  a poor  boy  of  Tissington  an  apprentice;  4/.  a year, 
other  part  thereof,  for  teaching  poor  children  of  Tissington  to  read,  write,  or 
work  ; 51.  a year  for  clothing  poor  widows  or  housekeepers  in  Tissington  ; 51.  a 
year  for  physic  or  other  useful  things  to  recover  health  for  the  poor  of  Tissington  ; 
and  2/.  10s.  a year  to  buy  bibles,  prayer-books,  whole  duties  of  man,  or  books 
of  practical  divinity,  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Tissing- 
ton ; and  after  the  poor  were  served,  then  for  other  inhabitants  there  who  could 
not  well  buy  them,  or  would  make  good  use  of  them  ; and  the  surplus  of  the 
said  yearly  sum,  or  in  case  there  should  not  be  occasion  to  lay  out  so  much  to 
any  one  of  the  particular  purposes  aforesaid,  then  such  surplus  to  be  laid  out 
to  such  other  of  the  purposes  aforesaid  as  the  persons  thereinafter  named  for 
the  disposal  of  the  charities  should  think  fit,  or  else  to  buy  tools,  or  towards 
setting  up  an  apprentice  that  should  have  served  his  time,  and  should  have  been 
put  out  by  the  trust,  so  as  the  allowance  to  any  one  should  not  exceed  40s., 
and  with  such  other  directions  concerning  the  receipt  and  management  of  the 
same  charity  as  were  thereinafter  mentioned  ; and  reciting  the  above-mentioned 
gift  contained  in  the  will  of  the  said  Catherine  Port,  and  that  the  said  John 
Beresford  mentioned  in  her  will  died  before  her,  and  that  the  said  William 
Fitzherbert  had  agreed  with  the  said  Elizabeth  Fitzherbert  for  securing  the 
payment  of  the  said  51.  a year,  which  had  been  duly  paid  for  instructing  ten 
poor  children  as  aforesaid,  besides  nine  poor  children  taught  and  paid  for  out  of 
the  charity  of  the  said  Frances  Fitzherbert ; It  was  witnessed,  that  for  securing 
the  payments  of  the  said  yearly  sums  of  2 51.  and  5/.,  the  said  William  Fitzher- 
bert granted  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  two  rent- 
charges,  the  one  of  2 51.  a year,  and  the  other  of  51,  to  be  issuing  out  of 
a messuage  or  tenement,  lands  and  premises,  in  Tissington,  called  the  Shaws, 
containing  about  48  acres,  in  several  parcels,  and  the  grounds  called  the  Town 
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Meadow,  in  several  parcels,  containing  about  50  acres,  and  the  Middle 
Meadow,  containing  about  nine  acres,  with  a power  of  distress ; on  trust,  that 
the  same  should  be  paid  to  the  minister  or  curate  of  Tissington,  and  the  said 
Richard  Goodwin,  Robert  Ensor  and  Edward  Ensor,  three  of  the  substantial 
-/  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  and  by  them  applied  to  the  uses  before  mentioned, 
and  that  a book  should  be  kept  of  the  dispositions  of  the  same  ; and  that  when 
one  or  more  of  the  said  three  substantial  inhabitants  should  die,  or  remove  to 
another  town,  other  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  should  be  elected 
by  such  minister  or  curate,  and  the  said  surviving  inhabitant  or  inhabitants,  to 
make  up  two  or  three  such  inhabitants,  who  with  the  minister  should  be  the 
persons  to  manage  the  said  charity,  and  so  from  time  to  time  for  ever  ; and 
that  if  the  said  minister  and  the  other  survivors  should  disagree  in  their  choice, 
the  minister  should  nominate  such  inhabitants  to  be  added.  And  it  was  declared, 
that  the  said  yearly  rent  of  5 /.  was  secured  to  the  uses  above  mentioned  con- 
cerning the  same,  and  so  that  the  same  might  from  time  to  time  be  applied  by 
the  said  William  Fitzherbert,  and  his  heirs,  for  the  uses  thereinbefore  expressed, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  Catherine  Port. 

Nominations  have  been  from  time  to  time  made  of  substantial  inhabitants  of 
Tissington  to  be  trustees  for  the  management  of  this  charity,  and  entered  in  the 
book  of  accounts  relating  to  it.  At  present  there  are  only  two  such  trustees 
Messrs.  William  Fletcher  and  Richard  Gibbs. 

We  have  not  found  any  further  trace  of  the  charity  of  Dr.  Kettlewell  alluded 
to  in  the  above-mentioned  deed. 

The  rentcharge  of  25  /.  per  annum  is  paid  half-yearly  by  Sir  Henry  Fitzher- 
bert’s  tenant  of  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  deed  to  Mr.  Fletcher,  one  of  the 
trustees,  and  is  thus  applied  ; 

1.  — Poor  boys  of  Tissington  are  occasionally  apprenticed  from  this  charity. 
In  1820  a boy  was  put  out  with  a premium  of  15/.  ; but  no  application  has 
since  been  made  to  the  trustees  on  behalf  of  any  boy  desirous  of  being  appren- 
ticed. 

2.  — An  annual  sum  of  7 /.,  being  31.  more  than  the  amount  specified  in  the 
deed,  is  paid  to  a schoolmaster  appointed  by  the  trustees,  for  instructing  twelve 
poor  children,  also  nominated  by  them,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 
The  repairs  of  a school  in  the  parish,  in  which  these  children  are  taught,  are 
also  defrayed  out  of  this  fund.  In  1817  a sum  of  21/.  4s.  was  laid  out  for  this 
purpose. 

3.  — In  the  winter  season  the  trustees  visit  the  houses  of  the  poor  persons  of 
the  parish,  and  give  them  shoes,  flannel  and  clothing,  according  to  their  neces- 
sities, such  as  do  not  receive  parochial  relief  being  preferred. 

4.  — Applications  are  made  to  the  trustees  on  behalf  of  poor  persons  in  sick- 
ness ; and  if  considered  proper  objects,  written  orders  are  given,  under  which 
they  obtain  the  attendance  of  an  apothecary,  and  medicines.  This  assistance 
is  stated  to  be  usually  confined  to  persons  not  receiving  relief. 

Books  for  the  use  of  the  children  taught  in  respect  of  this  charity,  and 
Catherine  Port’s  charity,  are  also  provided  by  the  trustees. 

The  trustees  meet  occasionally  for  the  purposes  of  the  charity.  The  accounts 
are  balanced  every  year,  at  Lady-day,  and  are  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
parishioners.  At  Lady-day  1827  there  was  a balance  in  favour  of  the  charity, 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  7 /•  14s.  10*7. 

The  following  is  a Summary  of  the  Accounts  for  the  last  three  Years,  each 
year  ending  at  Lady-day. 
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This  charity  appears  to  have  been  usefully  administered  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor,  although  not  in  very  accurate  conformity  with  the  directions  of  the 
deed  of  1735.  A discretion  was  however  thereby  given  to  the  trustees  to  apply 
the  annual  overplus  of  2/.  10s.,  and  such  other  surplus  as  should  arise  from 
there  not  being  occasion  to  lay  out  so  much  money  as  was  previously  directed, 
to  any  of  the  particular  specified  purposes,  or  any  other  such  purposes  as  they 
should  think  fit. 


Tissington. 


Fitzherbert’s 

Charity, 

continued. 


Ensor’s  Charity. 

In  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Alstonefield,  in  the  county  of  Ensor’s  Charity. 
Stafford,  in  our  13th  Report,  page  352,  we  stated  that  William  Ensor,  by  his 
Will,  bearing  date  23rd  September  1777,  gave  to  Richard  Whitby,  William 
Ensor,  and  William  Adsett,  300/.  on  trust,  to  place  the  same  out  at  interest,  and 
apply  one  moiety  of  such  interest  in  apprenticing  poor  children  of  Alstonefield, 
and  the  other  moiety  in  apprenticing  poor  children  of  Tissington  ; and  that  he 
gave  to  the  three  persons  above  mentioned,  their  heirs,  executors,  &e.,  all  his 
lands  in  several  parishes  mentioned  in  his  will,  and  all  his  personal  estate,  on 
trust,  out  of  the  rents,  and  out  of  his  personal  estate,  to  pay  his  debts  and 
legacies ; and  then,  and  not  before,  he  gave  his  real  estates,  and  his  personal 
estate,  if  any  should  remain  unsold,  to  the  said  William  Ensor,  his  heirs, 
executors,  Sec.,  absolutely.  We  also  stated,  that  a bond  was  found  amongst  the 
parish  documents  of  Alstonefield,  dated  in  1784,  from  William  Ensor  to  William 
Jackson,  and  two  others,  then  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Alstonefield, 
conditioned  for  the  payment  of  120/.,  on  the  back  of  which  was  a memorandum 
stating  it  to  have  been  given  in  full  satisfaction  of  the  legacy  of  this  donor  for 
apprenticing  poor  children  of  Alstonefield;  but  that  the  annual  sum  of  7/-  10s., 
being  apparently  the  interest  on  a full  moiety  of  the  legacy  of  300  /.,  was  paid 
to  the  overseers  of  Alstonefield  until  the  year  1807.  We  further  stated,  that  we 
learnt  from  Mr.  William  Ensor,  of  Tissington,  the  son  of  William  Ensor  the 
devisee,  that  the  testator  did  not  leave  personal  estate  sufficient  to  pay  his  debts  ; 
that  part  of  his  real  estate  was  sold  tor  that  purpose  ; that  the  gift  to  the  two 
parishes  had  been  continued  for  some  time  out  of  the  rents  of  the  real  estate  ; 
but  that  the  sons  of  the  devisee  had  been  advised  that  the  real  property  could 
not  be  charged  with  the  payment  of  this  legacy,  and  therefore  discontinued  it. 

If  this  latter  statement  be  correct,  (which  however  it  seems  difficult  to  recon- 
cile with  the  fact  of  a bond  having  been  given  in  1784,  to  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  at  Alstonefield,  by  William  Ensor  the  devisee  for  securing  120/., 
as  part  of  the  portion  of  the  legacy  applicable  to  that  parish)  the  fund  failed 
out  of  which  the  legacy  would  have  been  payable,  as  it  is  clear  that  it  was  not  a 
valid  charge  on  the  real  property  of  the  testator. 

The  payment  of  interest  to  Tissington  on  a moiety  of  the  legacy,  as  well  as 
that  to  Alstonefield,  ceased  in  1807  ; and  as  William  Ensor  the  devisee  is  stated 
to  have  died  in  that  year  without  leaving  sufficient  personal  property  to  discharge 
his  debts,  we  apprehend  that,  even  if  the  above-mentioned  bond  was  given  in 
consideration  of  there  being  in  1784  in  his  hands  a sum  derived  from  the  testa- 
tor’s personal  estate,  applicable  to  the  payment  of  a proportion  of  the  cha- 
ritable legacy,  there  is  no  hope  of  a claim  to  any  part  of  that  legacy  being 
now  substantiated. 


There  is  a field  in  this  parish  called  the  Piper’s  Pingle,  containing  about  two 
acres,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  Henry  Fitzherbert. 

We  are  informed  that  a yearly  sum  of  2/.  had  been  for  a considerable  length 
of  time  paid  in  respect  of  this  field,  and  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of  Tis- 
sington, until  about  ten  years  ago,  when  the  payment  was  discontinued  by  Sir 
Henry,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  document  to  show  that  the  field  was 
subject  to  this  charge. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  meet  with  any  evidence  in  support  of  the  claim  of 
the  poor  to  this  annual  sum,  except  the  long-continued  payment  and  distribution 
thereof.  It  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  amongst  the 
charities  of  this  parish. 
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Hundred  of  Blidesloe: 

Parish  of  Awre,  including  the 
Tithingsof  Blakeney  and  Etloe: 
Richard  Hurt’s  charity. 
James  Stoakes’s  charity. 
Charities  of  Thomas  Terret 
and  Mathew  Adeane. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Sandi- 
ford’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Lydney : 

Richard  Gwatkin’s  charity. 

Aylburton,  Hamlet  of  Lydney  : 
Christopher  Willowby’s 
charity. 

H UNDRED  OF  St.  BrIAVELLS: 
Parish  of  English  Bicknor  : 

The  gifts  of  William  Ambery 
and  Miss  Wyrhall. 
Richard  Terrat’s  charity. 
Poor  Lands. 

Parish  of  St.  Briavells : 

John  Gunning’s  charity. 
Hoskins’s  charity. 

William  Whittington’s  cha- 
rity. 

John  Braban’s  charity. 
Thomas  Evans’s  charity'. 

Parish  of  Little  Dean  : 

Thomas  Baitlem’s  charity. 
Eustace  Hardwicke’s  charity. 
Jane  Waller’s  charity. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Pyrke’s 
charity. 

Anne  Mathews’s  charity. 


Parish  of  Flaxley : 

Mrs.  Catharina  Bovey’s 
charity. 

Parish  of  Ilewelsfield : 

Elizabeth  Williams’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Lea : 

Thomas  Nourse's  charity. 

Parish  of  Mitchell  Dean: 

Robert  Stanton’s  charity. 
Charities  of  Richard  Wal- 
wyn,  Jonathan  Parker, 
and  William  Nourse. 
Charities  of  Andrew  Crew 
and  Walter  Little. 
Charities  of  William  Lane 
and  Amy  Lane. 

Parish  of  Newland : 

The  school  and  almshouse. 
Edward  Jones’s  charity. 
Hall’s  charity. 

Alderman  Whitson's  cha- 
rities. 

William  Hoskins’s  charity. 
Lands  in  Awre. 

Tithing  or  Chapelry  of  Bream  : 
Charities  of  James  Gough 
and  William  Pawlett.  _ 
Mrs.  Gough’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Ruardean : 

Godfrey  Taylor’s  charity. 
Richard  Greenaway’s  cha- 
rity. 

Thomas  Richards’s  charity. 


Parish  of  Ruardean — continued. 
Elizabeth  Moore's  charity. 
Anthony  Sterry’s  charily. 
John  Williams’s  charily. 
Church-lands. 

Parish  of  Staunton : 

Hall’s  charities. 

Hundred  of  Westbury: 
Parish  of  Newnham : 

James  Jocham’s  charity. 
Samuel  Hawkins’s  charity. 
John  Matthews’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Tidenham : 

Bridget  Madocke’s  charity. 
Sundry  small  gifts. 

Gifts  of  William  Williams 
and  Edward  Edwin. 

Lost  charities. 

Parish  of  Westbury-on-Severn  : 
John  Young’s  charity. 
Cornelius  Draper’s  charity. 
John  Bayse’s  charity. 

John  Mayo’s  charity. 

Joseph  Houlstead’s  charity. 
Elizabeth  Evans’s  charity. 
Parish-lands. 

Parish  of  Woolastone : 

Charities  of  Margaret  Clay- 
ton. 

Thomas  James’s  charity. 
Mary  Smart’s  charity. 
Henry  Newland’s  charity. 


HUNDRED  OF  BLIDESLOE. 

PARISH  OF  AWRE,  INCLUDING  THE  TITHINGS  OF  BLAKENEY 

AND  ETLOE. 

Richard  Hurt’s  Charity. 

Churcli-table. — “Mr.  Richard  Hurt  gave  by  Will,  in  I67O,  15/.  for  the  use 
of  housekeepers  not  receiving  alms  of  the  parish.” 

In  1S07,  the  parish,  with  this  sum,  and  some  small  addition  out  of  the  parish- 
j stock,  purchased  a house,  known  by  the  sign  of  the  Bird  in  Hand,  and  gene- 
rally called  the  church-house,  as  being  then  close  to  the  chapel.  It  was  let  by 
the  churchwardens  to  yearly  tenants  till  1819,  and  during  that  time  the  clear 
annual  profits  were  distributed  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  will.  This  house 
was  taken  down  in  1819,  to  give  room  for  the  enlargement  of  the  chapel,  and 
since  that  time  51.  has  been  annually  paid  out  of  the  parish-rates,  in  satisfaction 
of  this  donation,  and  distributed  among  housekeepers  not  receiving  alms, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  donor. 

It  is  now  intended  to  restore  the  original  donation  of  15/.,  and  invest  the 
same,'  and  apply  the  interest  to  the  relief  of  poor  housekeepers  of  the  parish. 

James  Stoakes’s  Charity. 

Church-table. — 11  James  Stoakes  ordered  by  his  Will,  made  in  17 15,  that 
three  bushels  of  wheat  should  be  delivered  annually,  on  Saint  Thomas’s-day,  at 
the  chapel-door  in  Blakeney,  by  the  occupier  of  a farm  in  this  parish  called 

the 
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the  Little  Box,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Richard  Jones,  and  that  the 
said  three  bushels  of  wheat  should  be  distributed  by  the  chapelwarden  among 
the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  tithings  of  Blakeney  and  Etloe.” 

The  owner  of  the  above-mentioned  farm,  called  Little  Box,  has  satisfied  the 
above-mentioned  charge  upon  his  property,  by  delivering  annually  three 
bushels  of  wheat  to  the  churchwardens  of  Blakeney  and  Etloe  j which  is  dis- 
tributed according  to  the  directions  of  the  will. 

Charities  of  Thomas  Terret  and  Matthew  Adeane. 
Church-table  : — “ Mr.  Thomas  Terret  gave  by  Will,  in  177L  10/.,  the  interest 
of  which  is  annually  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  by  the  churchwardens, 
among  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  tithings  of  Blakeney  and  Etloe.” 

“ Matthew  Adeane,  esq.  by  his  Will,  in  179L  gave  20/.,  the  interest  of  which 
was  to  be  annually  distributed  in  bread,  at  Blakeney  Chapel,  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  February,  by.  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  among  the  parish- 
ioners living  within  the  tithings  of  Etloe  and  Blakeney. 

These  two  sums  have  been  put  together,  and  usually  lent  out  on  good  secu- 
rity. It  is  at  present  in  the  hands  of  some  trustees,  to  whom  the  affairs  of  the 
last  borrower  were  made  over  about  five  years  ago,  and  who  are  ready,  when 
Tequired,  to  pay  the  same  with  interest,  to  the  churchwardens,  who  state  it  to 
be  their  intention  to  get  possession  of  it,  and  find  for  it  some  safe  investment. 

The  application  of  it  has  been  in  bread  to  the  poor,  delivered  to  them  the 
second  Sunday  in  February  at  the  Chapel-door. 


Avvre. 
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Charities  of 
Thomas  Terret  and 
Matthew  Adeane. 


The  Reverend  Charles  Sandiford’s  Charity. 

In  1825  Mr.  Charles  Sandiford,  the  late  vicar,  by  an  Indenture,  dated  in  the  The  Rev.  Charles 
same  year,  conveyed  a house  in  Blakeney  to  William  Ambrose,  and  others,  Sandiford’s  Charity, 
therein  named  as  the  trustees,  to  receive  the  rents  thereof,  and  after  paying  for 
the  necessary  support  of  the  premises,  to  pay  for  the  repairs  of  the  church, 
clock,  and  31.  to  the  parish-clerk  for  attending  to  it,  the  remainder  to  the  vicar, 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
flannel  and  blankets  for  the  poor  parishioners. 

The  house  is  an  inn  called  the  Bird-in- Hand,  or  Waterloo  House,  situate  in 
the  midst  of  the  village  or  hamlet  of  Blakeney.  It  is  let  to  a yearly  tenant 
for  18/.,  which  is  considered  a fair  rent  for  the  premises.  This  rent  is  laid  out 
in  flannel  and  blankets,  at  the  discretion  of  the  vicar,  churchwardens  and 
overseers,  and  distributed  among  the  poor  parishioners. 


PARISH  OF  LYDNEY. 

Richard  Gwatkin’s  Charity. 

Richard  Gwatkin , by  his  Will,  dated  2d  June  178&,  gave  to  the  vicars  and  Lydney. 

overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Lydney,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  

the  sum  of  100/.  in  trust,  that  the  said  vicars  and  overseers  for  the  time  being  Ricbar,J  Gwatkin's 

should  from  time  to  time  in  their  joint  names,  place  out  and  invest  the  same  C 3anty‘ 

upon  government  or  other  security,  and  lay  out  one  half  of  the  annual  interest 

thereof  in  a soap  and  candles,  and  the  same,  together  with  the  other  half  of  the 

annual  interest  thereof,  should  upon  All  Soul’s-day  yearly,  for  ever,  divide  and 

pay  to  and  amongst  eight  poor  persons  of  the  said  parish,  who  should  in  the 

judgment  of  the  vicar  for  the  time  being  appear  to  be  the  properest  objects  of 

charity. 

Soon  after  this  charity  came  to  hand  it  was  laid  out  in  some  necessary 
repairs  of  the  church,  being  lent  to  the  parish  for  that  purpose,  and  secured  by 
the  bond  of  the  churchwardens  to  the  then  vicar,  the  Reverend  James  Birt, 
in  the  penal  sum  of  200/.,  the  interest  at  5 /.  per-cent  being  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  parish-rates. 

The  interest  has  been  regularly  paid  to  the  resident  minister,  and  has  been 
laid  out  in  strict  conformity  with  the  directions  of  the  donor,  by  the  payment 
of  12.s.  Qd.  to  each  of  eight  poor  old  people,  65.  3d.  in  money,  and  65.  3d.  in 
soap  and  candles,  with  regular  entries  of  the  persons  receiving  the  benefaction. 

Two  other  gifts,  one,  said  in  the  Returns  made  under  Gilbert’s  Act  to  have 
come  from  a Mr.  Dunning,  of  Purton,  in  1625,  of  20 s.  a year  to  the  poor,  and 
another  of  40s.  by  Mr.  Morgan,  of  Hurst,  in  1660,  half  to  the  poor,  and  half 
foi  two  sci  1110ns,  have  not  within  the  memory  of  any  person  now  living  been 
in  operation.  Every  trace  of  them,  if  they  were  ever  in  existence,  is  now 
lost. 


Rep.  19. 
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AYLBURTON,  HAMLET  OF  LYDNEY. 

Christopher  Willowby’s  Charity. 

Aylburton.  By  an  Indenture,  dated  8th  June  1G80,  between  Christopher  Willo'wby , of 

Christ  i i \vii  Bishopstone,  county  of  Wilts,  esq.  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Rowland,  and 
lowby’sP Charity*  others  therein  described,  of  the  other  part;  it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said 

Christopher  Willowby  did  thereby  grant  to  John  Rowland,  and  others,  of  the 

second  part,  all  the  tithes  growing  and  arising  out  of  or  upon  the  hamlet  or 

village  of  Clench,  in  the  parish  of  Milton  Abbots,  in  the  said  county  of 

Wilts,  being  a portion  of  the  tithes  of  the  rectory  impropriate  of  Milton 

Abbot  aforesaid,  then  let  at  the  yearly  rent  of  40/.  as  therein  mentioned,  to 

hold  the  said  portion  of  tithes  to  them  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust, 
that  they  should  yearly,  for  ever,  pay  unto  the  churchwardens  for  the  time 
being  of  the  tithing  of  Aylburton,  in  the  parish  of  Lydney,  the  sum  of  16/. 
upon  the  1st  day  of  June,  who  should  pay  20  s.,  part  of  the  said  16  to  the 
minister  or  curate  of  the  said  tithing  of  Aylburton  for  the  time  being,  to 
preach  one  sermon  in  the  year  there,  on  the  13th  day  of  August,  if  a Sunday,  or 
on  the  Sunday  next  after  every  thirteenth  day  of  August,  and  upon  the  neglect 
so  to  do  for  the  space  of  one  month  from  the  time  so  limited  for  the  preaching 
thereof,  the  churchwardens  should  retain  the  said  20 s.,  and  should  therewith 
pay  some  other  minister  to  preach  a sermon  within  a fortnight  next  after 
the  expiration  of  the  said  month,  and  should  pay  4/.  10 s.  more,  parcel 
of  the  said  1 6/.,  on  the  day  on  which  the  said  sermon  should  be  preached, 
amongst  four  poor  people  equally,  such  as  the  minister,  churchwardens, 
tithingman  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  tithing  of  Aylburton, 
should  under  their  hands  annually  elect;  105.  more  to  the  clerk  of  the 
said  tithing;  205.  yearly  to  the  minister  or  curate  for  the  time  being  for 
keeping  a register  as  therein  directed ; and  should  pay  4/.  a-piece  per  annum 
unto  two  aged  poor  women  born  in  the  said  tithing,  during  their  lives,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  with  the 
freeholders  and  copyholders,  under  their  hands,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  on  a 
Sunday,  in  the  church  after  evening  prayer,  whereof  notice  should  be  given  by 
the  minister  or  clerk,  publicly  in  the  church  after  morning  prayer  on  the  Sunday 
next  after  such  election,  provided  that  each  person  so  elected  to  receive  the 
4/.  should  during  her  life  wear  on  the  sleeve  of  her  upper  garment  these 
letters,  to  wit,  E.  W.  A.  of  a distinct  colour  from  the  said  upper  garment  and 
in  case  of  refusal,  that  another  should  be  chosen  in  her  place.  And  that  the 
churchwardens  for  the  time  being  should  retain  to  themselves  105.  a-piece,  the 
remainder  of  the  said  1 G /. , for  their  trouble  in  the  premises.  And  the  said  deed 
further  provided  for  keeping  a book  for  registering  such  elections,  payments 
and  distributions  as  aforesaid.  And  it  also  provided,  that  upon  the  death  of 
any  one  of  the  trustees  one  other  trustee  should  be  appointed  by  the  survivors, 
from  among  the  most  substantial  inhabitants  of  Bishopstone  aforesaid,  and  so 
from  time  to  time  : the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Bishopstone,  and  the  vicar  of 
Bishopstone,  to  be  always  two  of  the  said  trustees. 

The  churchwardens  of  Aylburton  receive  16 /.  annually  from  the  trustees  of 
this  and  other  charities  coming  from  the  same  donor. 

The  minister  preaches  the  sermon  on  every  13th  of  August,  and  receives  his 
205.  Four  poor  aged  people  appointed  as  directed  by  the  deed  receive  each 
1 /.  25.  6d.  The  clerk  of  the  tithing  of  Alburton  receives  his  10  5. ; the  minister 
receives  205.  for  keeping  the  register  ; 4/.  a-piece  is  paid  to  two  aged  poor 
women  born  in  the  tithing,  during  their  lives,  appointed  as  by  the  deed 
directed,  and  they  wear  the  letters  upon  their  sleeve  as  ordered  by  the  donor ; 
and  the  churchwarden  of  the  tithing  retains  to  himself  20 5.  being  the  remainder 
of  the  16/. 

A register-book  for  the  chapelry  of  Aylburton,  recording  the  several  annual 
distributions  of  the  above  legacy,  and  all  transactions  relating  to  it,  is  kept  by 
the  minister. 


PARISH  OF  ENGLISH  BICKNOR. 

The  Gifts  of  William  Ambery  and  Miss  Wyrhall. 

English  Bicknor.  Within  a short  distance  from  the  parish-church  of  English  Bicknor  there  is 

1.  . an  ancient  messuage,  with  a small  curtilage  or  garden  annexed,  of  which  the 

^Ambeiry "and  Miss'  Par^s^  has  had  the  disposal  for  a great  many  years,  but  its  title  to  which  cannot 
Wyrhall.1  “ . be 
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be  now  traced.  These  premises  have  always  been  used  as  the  habitation  of  two 
or  three  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  and  have  been  altered  and  repaired  from  time 
to  time  out  of  the  parish  funds. 

About  14  or  15  years  ago  a workhouse  was  erected  for  the  poor  upon  or  near 
the  spot  above  mentioned,  and  Mr.  Ambery  who  was  then  the  churchwarden, 
and  the  proprietor  of  some  ground  contiguous  to  the  garden  of  the  building, 
permitted  the  parish  to  occupy,  at  a certain  rent,  a piece  of  that  ground  so 
situated  as  aforesaid,  which  piece  of  ground  was  added  to  the  garden  above 
mentioned,  and  when  the  workhouse  was  completed  the  whole  was  made  to 
constitute  one  establishment  for  the  poor,  and  placed  under  the  management 
of  the  parish-officers. 

The  old  workhouse  and  the  almshouse  form  together  an  angle,  and  we 
understand  that  a high  wall  is  built  completing  the  inclosure,  hardly  allowing 
sufficient  air  and  ventilation  for  the  inhabitants.  The  present  garden,  com- 
posed of  the  old  garden  and  that  which  was  left  by  Mr.  Ambery,  is  occupied 
exclusively  by  the  master  of  the  workhouse. 

To  build  this  workhouse  Mr.  Ambery  advanced  a sum  of  105/.  and  a similar 
sum  was  also  lent  to  the  parish  by  Miss  Wyrhall,  for  each  of  which  sums  the 
parish  gave  security  to  the  respective  lenders  for  the  payment  of  an  annual 
interest  of  5/.  5 s. ; during  the  lives  of  Mr.  Ambery  and  Miss  Wyrhall,  this 
interest  was  disposed  of  under  their  directions  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor : they 
are  both  since  dead. 

Miss  Wyrhall  by  her  will  cancelled  the  debt  due  to  her,  so  that  her  105  /. 
must  be  considered  as  a free  gift  to  the  parish. 

Mr.  Ambery  by  his  will  directed  that  the  interest  of  the  sums  so  lent  by  him, 
being  51.  5 s.,  should  be  distributed  as  follows;  viz.  5 l.  among  the  poor  of  the 
parish,  at  the  discretion  of  the  rector  or  curate,  one  churchwarden  and  one 
overseer,  on  the  24th  of  December  in  every  year,  and  the  remaining  5s.  to  be 
retained  by  the  churchwarden  and  overseer  for  their  trouble. 

It  has  been  the  practice  to  lay  out  the  sum  of  10/.,  in  reference  to  both  these 
loans,  in  the  purchase  of  wheat,  which  has  been  distributed  among  the  poor  in 
quantities  proportioned  to  their  necessities  and  families,  and  10s.  has  been 
appropriated  according  to  the  directions  of  the  donors. 

This  mode  of  dstribution  having  been  found  to  bring  together  a noisy  assem- 
blage of  persons,  it  is  intended  in  future  to  make  the  distribution  in  money,  at 
the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  in  proportions  regulated  by  a careful  inquiry  into 
their  cases. 


English  Bicknor. 


The  gifts  of  William 
Ambery  and  Miss 
Wyrhall. 

^ , 4 


Richard  Terrat’s  Charity. 

Church  Board. — “ Richard  Terrat,  by  his  last  Will,  dated  the  23d  day  of  Richard  Terrat’s 
February  1747)  gave  5 s.  to  be  distributed  yearly  in  bread  to  10  poor  persons,  Charity, 

on  the  25th  day  of  December,  for  ever,  issuable  out  of  a piece  of  land  with 
a barn  thereon,  called  the  Cackshoots  in  this  parish.” 

The  land  charged  as  above  mentioned  is  well  known,  the  proprietor  of  which 
regularly  pays  5s.  to  the  parish-officers,  by  whom  it  is  given  away  in  sixpenny 
loaves  to  10  poor  people. 

Poor  Lands. 

About  five  or  six  acres  of  land  lying  dispersedly  within  the  parish  have,  time  Poor  Lands, 
out  of  mind,  been  considered  as  parish-property.  They  are  enumerated  in  an 
old  Terrier,  and  there  described  as  belonging  to  the  poor.  The  rents  are 
received  by  the  parish-officers,  and  are  applied  by  them  to  poor  widows  generally, 
in  addition  to  their  parochial  maintenance. 

These  lands  have  produced  no  more  than  12  s.  a year  to  the  parish,  owing  to 
the  neglect  into  which  they  have  fallen,  but  it  is  intended  to  re-let  them  for 
the  best  rent  that  can  be  obtained. 

There  are  also  about  seven  or  eight  acres  of  coppice-wood,  which  is  considered 
as  parish-property,  and  where  the  poor  are  permitted  to  cut  wood  as  suits 
their  occasions. 


PARISH  OF  ST.  BRIAVELLS. 


Church  Table  : — 
St.  Briavells  5 /.  per 


John  Gunning’s  Charity. 

“ John  Gunning,  esq.  gave  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
annum  for  ever.” 
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St.  Briavells. 

John  Gunning’s 
Charity. 
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St.  Briavells.  This  appears  to  be  a rentcharge  issuing  out  of  an  estate  called  Great  House 
- — . . Farm,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Briavells,  formerly  the  property  of  the  Gunnings,  and 
J°hCharity nS  8 now  belonging  to  Lord  Dunraven,  but  we  are  unable  to  trace  the  gift  to  its 
continued.  commencement, 

' ' The  churchwardens  regularly  receive  it,  and  apply  it  in  small  sums  among  the 

poor  of  the  parish  not  receiving  alms,  and  who  come  yearly  to  the  chancel 
for  it. 

Hoskins’s  Charity. 

Hoskins’s  Charity.  William  Hoskins,  late  of  the  parish  of  St.  Olave,  Southwark,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey,  by  his  Will,  dated  2d  May  1661,  gave  and  devised  to  his  cousin  Kedg- 
win  Hoskins  the  elder,  of  Stowe  Grange,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Briavells,  in  the 
forest  of  Dean,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  his  messuage  or  tenement,  out- 
houses, barns,  and  lands  called  Stowe  Grange,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in 
the  said  parish,  and  also  the  rents,  reversions,  and  remainders  thereof,  subject  to 
the  payment  of  the  yearly  sum  of  40  s.  for  ever,  to  be  paid  to  the  church- 
wardens of  the  parish  of  Newland  in  the  said  county  of  Gloucester,  and  their 
successors,  to  the  use  of  the  ancient  people  inhabiting  and  who  should  inhabit 
in  the  said  parish  of  Newland,  to  be  distributed,  where  most  need  should  be,  on 
St.  Thomas’s-day  in  every  year  for  ever,  according  to  the  good  discretion  of  the 
churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  of  Newland,  and  their  successors  for  the  time 
being,  with  power  to  enter  and  distrain  for  the  same  if  not  paid  at  the  day 
aforesaid,  and  for  10  s.  over  and  above,  nomine  poena?  for  every  such  default,  and 
also  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  yearly  sum  of  20s.  for  ever,  to  be  paid  to  the 
churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  of  St.  Briavells,  and  their  successors,  church- 
wardens, to  the  use  of  the  ancient  people  inhabiting  and  who  should  inhabit  in 
the  said  parish  of  St.  Briavell’s,  to  be  distributed  where  most  need  should  be, 
on  Saint  Thomas’s-day  in  every  year  for  ever,  according  to  the  good  discretion 
of  the  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  of  St.  Briavells,  and  their  successors, 
for  the  time  being,  with  power  to  enter  and  distrain  for  the  same  if  not  paid 
at  the  day  aforesaid,  and  for  10  s.  over  and  above,  nomine  pccna ',  for  every  such 
default. 

Kedgwin  Hoskins,  esquire,  of  Platwell,  pays  this  last-mentioned  sum  as  a 
charge  upon  an  estate  called  Stow  Grange,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Briavells,  of 
which  he  is  the  proprietor.  The  20  s.  is  annually  distributed,  together  with  the 
money  derived  from  the  bounty  of  John  Gunning  as  above  mentioned. 

William  Whittington’s  Charity. 

William  Whitting-  William  Whittington , of  St.  Briavells,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  by  his 
ton's  Charity.  Will,  dated  11th  July  1625,  devised  unto  Sir  Richard  Catchmay,  Warren  Gough, 
and  others,  all  that  ground,  with  a barn  thereupon,  called  Hartehilles,  then  in 
the  tenure  of  Henry  Martin,  which  he  held  at  the  yearly  rent  of  6/.,  and  all 
that  tenement,  garden,  barn,  and  close  of  meadow  thereto  adjoining,  then  in  the 
tenure  of  Edward  Morse,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  35s.,  and  also  one  parcel  of 
land  lying  in  the  Spurrolls,  containing  four  acres,  more  or  less,  then  in  the 
tenure  of  Blanch  Lewis,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  30s.,  to  hold  the  said  heredita- 
ments to  and  to  the  use  of  the  said  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever, 
upon  trust,  to  pay  yearly  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  twelve  of  the 
poorest  people  of  St.  Briavells,  31.  to  be  equally  divided  between  them,  at 
Michaelmas  and  Lady-day,  and  3 /.  more  yearly,  for  ever,  for  the  placing  out 
apprentice  yearly,  and  providing  stocks  for  such  poor  young  boys,  girls,  and 
youths  of  the  said  parish  of  St.  Briavells,  as  for  the  time  being  should  be  fitting  to 
be  settled  or  apprenticed,  or  deserved  to  be  assisted,  and  who  were  fatherless,  or 
whose  parents  were  not  of  ability  so  to  place  or  to  prefer  them  as  aforesaid  ; and 
also  265.  8 d.  yearly,  for  ever,  to  one  sufficient  preacher  or  preachers  of  God’s 
word,  to  preach  four  sermons  every  year  in  the  church  of  St.  Briavells  ; viz. 
one  sermon  in  every  quarter  of  every  year,  for  ever  ; and  20-s.  to  be  yearly,  for 
ever,  bestowed  and  employed  in  repairing,  amending,  and  beautifying  the  said 
church  of  St.  Briavells,  and  providing  decent  ornaments  for  the  same  ; but  not 
to  be  employed  in  covering,  tiling,  walling,  or  doing  any  outward  work,  or 
common  reparations  ; and  the  overplus  of  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  aforesaid 
he  appointed  to  be  paid  yearly,  for  ever,  to  his  two  daughters  Frances  and  Mar- 
garet, and  to  their  heirs. 


The 
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The  trustees  were  for  some  time  successively  renewed,  but  the  renewals  seem  St.  Briavells. 
long  ago  to  have  been  neglected,  so  as  to  throw  the  administration  of  the  WiUi  j.  tin 
charity  wholly  upon  the  churchwardens.  *ton™  Charity”8"* 

These  several  sums,  making  together  81.  6s.  8 d.  have  always  been  considered  continued . * 

as  payments  to  be  made  out  of  certain  lands  in  St.  Briavells,  which  are  all  well  v * 

known,  and  answering  to  the  descriptions  given  in  the  will  of  William  Whit- 
tington. 

A boy  is  apprenticed  every  year  from  the  parish,  and  3 /.  is  given  with  him  ; 

3 l.  is  given,  together  with  Mr.  Braban’s  gift  of  40  s.  next  mentioned,  at  Easter 
among  the  poor.  The  clergyman  preaches  the  four  sermons,  for  which  the 
1/.  6 s.  8c?.  is  paid,  and  the  20 s.  is  expended  on  matters  useful  or  ornamental  to 
the  church. 

John  Braban’s  Charity. 

By  an  Indenture,  dated  1st  May  1750,  between  Edward  Barrow,  of  St.  John  Braban’s 
Briavells,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  of  the  one  part,  and  James  Rooke,  the  Charity, 
younger,  John  Hoskins,  and  John  Griffith,  therein  described,  of  the  other  part, 
reciting  that  John  Brahan,  late  of  St.  Briavells  aforesaid,  had  by  his  Will,  dated 
6th  March  1684,  devised  to  his  nephew,  Richard  Birkin,  all  his  lands,  (except 
those  in  Tiddenham,  in  the  same  county),  to  hold  the  same  unto  the  said  Richard 
Birkin,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  to  the  intent  that  he  should  out  of  the 
rents  and  profits  thereof,  pay  his  debts  and  legacies  therein  mentioned,  in  case 
his  personal  estate  should  be  insufficient ; and  that  the  said  testator  had  by  the 
same  will,  amongst  other  bequests,  given  to  the  poor  of  St.  Briavells  aforesaid, 
the  sum  of  40  s.  a year,  to  be  paid  yearly  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  for  ever, 
by  his  executor,  into  the  hands  of  Edmund  Bond,  Edward  Barrow,  and  John 
Griffith,  and  their  heirs,  for  ever,  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  their  discretion 
as  trustees  thereof.  And  reciting,  that  by  an  Indenture  dated  29th  April  1719, 
made  between  Edward  Barrow  the  elder,  of  the  one  part,  and  Kedgwin  Hos- 
kins, and  others,  of  the  other  part,  setting  forth  that  the  said  John  Braban  had 
died  seised  of  a messuage  in  St.  Briavells  aforesaid,  wherein  the  said  Richard 
Birkin  then  lived,  with  the  garden,  stable  and  outhouses  thereunto  belonging, 
and  several  other  parcels  of  land  lying  in  St.  Briavells  aforesaid,  and  also  of 
a messuage,  barn,  and  several  closes  of  land,  in  St.  Briavells  aforesaid,  called 
Closestuff  Farm,  all  which  premises  stood  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  said 
rent  of  40s.  (the  personal  estate  whereof  John  Braban  died  possessed  having 
been  insufficient  to  pay  his  debts  and  legacies)  : And  further  reciting,  that  the 
said  Richard  Birkin  had  duly  paid  the  said  40s.  to  the  said  trustees,  and  that 
the  said  Edward  Barrow  the  elder  had  survived  the  said  Edmund  Bond  and 
John  Griffith,  whereby  the  interest  of  the  said  trustees  in  the  said  40s.  per 
annum  had  become  vested  in  the  said  Edward  Barrow  the  elder,  who  had 
thereby  conveyed  unto  the  said  Kedgwin  Hoskins,  T.  Dale,  and  Edward 
Barrow  the  younger,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  yearly  rent  of  40s., 
upon  trust,  to  pay  the  same  to  and  among  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of 
>St.  Briavells,  in  such  manner  as  they  should  in  their  discretion  think  fit,  and 
should  be  most  agreeable  to  the  intent  of  the  said  testator.  And  further 
reciting,  that  the  said  Edward  Barrow  had  survived  his  co-trustees,  It  is  wit- 
nessed that  he  the  said  Edward  Barrow  the  younger  did  thereby  grant  and 
convey  unto  the  said  James  Rooke  the  younger,  John  Hoskins,  and  John 
Griffith,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  yearly  rent  of  40s.,  to  hold  the  same 
to  and  to  the  use  of  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts  above 
expressed  and  referred  to  concerning  the  same. 

This  sum  of  40s.  is  annually  paid  to  the  churchwardens  out  of  an  estate  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Briavells,  called  the  Cinder  Hills,  and  is  distributed  at  Easter 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  above-mentioned  charities. 

Thomas  Evans’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Evans , of  the  Duneles,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Briavells,  in  the  county  Thomas  Evans’s 
of  Gloucester,  by  his  Will,  dated  3d  November  1820,  gave  and  devised  unto  Charity, 
bis  nephew,  James  Grindell,  and  his  heirs,  his  messuage,  farm  and  lands,  called 
Old  Duneles,  with  a piece  of  arable-land  called  Ladydore,  then  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  his  brother,  Jeremiah  Evans,  situate  in  the  said  parish  of  Briavells, 
upon  trust,  to  permit  the  said  Jeremiah  Evans  and  his  assigns  to  enjoy  the 
same  during  his  life,  upon  payment  of  a certain  annual  sum  to  the  said  James 
Grindell,  and  on  the  determination  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Jeremiah  Evans, 
upon  trust,  to  convey  the  same  to  his  (the  testator’s)  nephew  John  Evans,  and 
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St.  Briavells.  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  provided  the  said  John  Evans,  or  his  heirs, 
— 7 ( executors  or  assigns  should  pay  to  the  said  James  Grindell  the  sum  of  600/.  * 

Th°CharitVailS  * ancl  saic*  testator  gave  and  devised  all  the  residue  and  remainder  of  his 
continued.  estates  and  effects  in  possession,  reversion,  remainder  or  expectancy,  unto 

v — : — — J his  said  nephew,  James  Grindell,  his  heirs,  executors  and  administrators, 

according  to  the  nature  of  such  estates  respectively,  but  subject  to  and 
chargeable  with  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  40s.  a "year,  to  be  paid  to  the 
churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  St.  Briavells  yearly,  at  Easter,  to  be  by  them 
distributed  on  Easter  Sunday,  in  the  vestry,  to  such  of  the  poor  as  in  their 
discretion  might  be  most  proper  to  receive  it.  The  proprietor  of  the  land 
refuses  to  pay  the  said  annual  sum,  relying,  it  is  believed,  on  the  Statute  of 
Mortmain. 


PARISH  OF  LITTLE  DEAN. 

Thomas  Bartlems’s  Charity. 

Little  Dean.  Church  Table. — “Mr.  Thomas  Bartlems  of  this  parish,  by  Will,  dated  18th 
~~  , April  1714,  gave  to  the  overseers  a messuage,  garden  and  outlet  in  this  parish, 

^Charity  GmS  & the  rent  thereof  to  he  given  yearly  on  the  24th  of  December  to  the  poor.” 

The  premises  so  devised  consisted  of  a very  small  tenement,  with  a little 
outlet.  The  house  being  in  a ruinous  condition,  and  there  being  no  sufficient 
fund  for  the  reparation  of  it,  was  sold  above  40  years  ago,  with  the  consent  of 
the  parish,  for  25/. 

This  money  was  left  in  private  hands  for  some  time,  during  which  period  we 
do  not  find  that  any  interest  was  paid,  or  the  charity  turned  to  any  account. 
About  20  years  ago  it  was  laid  out,  together  with  other  parish-money,  in  the 
erection  of  a poor-house  divided  into  several  tenements,  since  which  time  an 
annual  sum  of  2 5s.  has  been  laid  out  in  bread  by  the  overseers,  which  is  now 
called  Bartlems’s  bread. 

Eustace  Hardwicke’s  Charity. 

Eustace  Hard-  Church  Table. — “ Eustace  Hardmcke,  esq.  gave  by  Will  to  the  minister  and 

wicke’s  Charity,  overseers  a meadow  and  orchard  in  this  parish,  the  rents  thereof  to  be  applied 
to  the  repairs  of  his  tomb  ; the  minister  for  a sermon  on  New  Year’s-day  lOs. ; in 
twopenny  loaves,  1/. ; the  remainder  in  green  coats  for  old  men  and  women.” 

The  premises  belonging  to  this  charity  consist  of  two  pieces  of  land  in  the 
parish,  containing  together  about  seven  or  eight  acres. 

They  are  let  by  the  parish  officers,  the  orchard  at  10/.  a year,  and  the  meadow 
at  81. 

The  repairs  of  the  tomb  may  average  about  Ss.  or  lOs.  annually  ; the 
minister  preaches  a sermon  on  every  New  Year’s-day,  for  which  he  is  paid  his 
10  s.  ; the  poor  receive  now  30  s.  in  bread  instead  of  20s.  the  rent  of  the  pre- 
mises having  been  improved.  The  remainder  is  laid  out  according  to  the  will 
of  the  donor  in  green  cloth  for  infirm  old  men  and  women,  the  account  being 
regularly  kept  of  the  expenditure  in  each  year. 

A loss  was  incurred  some  few  years  ago  by  the  insolvency  of  a tenant,  but  in 
general  the  rent  has  been  regularly  paid,  and  when  paid,  constantly  applied  in 
the  above  manner. 

Poor  women  are  the  principal  participators  of  this  charity,  there  being 
generally  about  60  or  70,  who  receive  green  cloth  every  year,  and  about  three 
or  four  men  receive  the  like  benefit. 


Jane  Waller’s 
Charity. 


Mrs. 

Dorothy  Pyrke’s 
Charity. 


Jane  Waller’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “ Mrs.  Jane  Waller,  by  Deed,  dated  11th  October  I76O,  gave 
to  the  ministers  of  Mitchell  Dean  and  Little  Dean,  Mr.  Robert  Pyrke,  and  his 
heirs  40/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  laid  out  yearly  in  Bibles,  and  given  in  the 
Christmas  week  equally  to  the  poor  of  each  parish.” 

This  money  was  from  the  beginning  left  in  private  hands,  and  has  long  ago 
disappeared  through  the  neglect  or  insolvency  of  one  or  other  of  the  parties 
intrusted  with  it.  It  is  now  between  40  and  50  years  since  the  charity  was  admi- 
nistered, and  there  seems  to  be  but  little  hope  of  recovering  it. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Pyrke’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “Mrs.  Dorothy  Pyrke,  of  this  parish,  by  Will,  dated  18th 
December  I76O,  gave  to  the  minister  and  Messrs.  Robert  Pyrke,  John  Robinson, 

L - and 


Gloucester.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  91' 

and  their  heirs  200/.  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  yearly  to  the  minister  for 
a sermon  on  Good-Friday,  11.  Is.  ; to  a schooldame  for  teaching  10  poor 
children  to  read,  one  guinea  quarterly,  4/.  45. ; books  for  the  use  of  the  school, 
10  5.  the  remainder  in  linen  garments  for  the  poor.” 

This  money  has  never  been  invested  on  any  security,  but  appears  to  have 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  representatives  of  Mr.  D.  Pyrke,  the  interest  at 
51.  per-cent  being  annually  distributed  among  the  several  objects  of  the  testatrix’s 
charity,  agreeably  to  her  directions.  The  present  representative  of  the  family 
is  Joseph  Pyrke,  esq.  residing  near  Little  Dean,  who  pays  one  guinea  to  the 
clergyman  for  the  sermon  on  Good-Friday,  4 guineas  to  a schoolmistress  in  the 
place,  who  teaches  the  poor  children,  and  brings  them  to  a Sunday-school, 
Mrs.  Pyrke  frequently  attending  the  school  herself;  the  105.  is  laid  out  in  books 
for  the  school,  and  the  remainder  in  linen  garments,  which  are  given  to  the  poor, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  donor. 

Anne  Mathews’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “ Mrs.  Anne  Mathews , by  her  Will,  dated  March  lGth  1800, 
gave  to  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
Little  Dean  for  the  time  being  two  tenements,  a nail-shop,  and  gardens,  the 
rents  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  poor  in  bread,  on  the  days  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, that  is  to  say  30  s.  worth  on  old  Christmas-day  ; 30  5.  worth  on  old  New 
Year’s-day,  and  305.  worth  on  Good-Friday,  for  ever. 

The  premises  so  left  consist  of  one  house  divided  into  two  tenements,  with 
a small  outlet ; another  house  at  a little  distance  from  it,  a nail-shop,  and  a small 
piece  of  garden-ground. 

The  management  of  these  premises  is  in  the  hands  of  the  church  wardens,  who 
have  always  let  the  house  with  the  two  tenements  to  the  overseers  for  the  use 
of  the  poor,  at  a rent  of  2 guineas  a year,  and  the  other  house,  with  the  garden- 
ground,  to  a tenant  at  will ; it  used  to  be  rented  at  4 guineas  a year,  but  of  late 
it  has  been  let  for  2 5.  6d.  a week.  The  rent  of  the  nail-shop  is  135.  a year. 

Thirty  shillings  is  laid  out  by  the  churchwardens  in  bread  for  the  poor  on 
each  of  the  days  appointed  by  the  donor,  and  what  remains  is  usually  expended 
on  the  repairs  of  the  premises.  The  churchwardens  keep  regular  accounts  of 
Eustace’s,  Hardwicke’s,  and  Anne  Mathews’s  Charities,  carrying  on  the  balances 
when  there  are  any  surpluses. 


PARISH  OF  FLAXLEY. 

Mrs.  Catherina  Bovey’s  Charity. 

Mrs.  Catherina  Bovey , by  her  Will,  dated  30th  March  1726,  bequeathed  to 
the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Flaxley  the  sum  of  240/.  which,  with  160/.  owing  to 
them  from  her,  she  desired  her  executrix  thereinafter  named,  with  Mr.  Crawley 
Bovey,  would  settle  to  such  uses  as  by  Mr.  Bovey’s  last  Will  were  appointed, 
always  reserving  the  choice  of  children,  & c.  to  the  sole  disposal  of  the  lords  and 
ladies  of  the  manor  ot  Flaxley,  and  not  to  the  churchwardens  or  other  in- 
habitants. 

The  said  testatrix  also  gave  to  her  executrix  the  sum  of  1,200/.  to  be  by  her 
settled  as  the  law  should  direct,  in  some  perpetual  manner,  by  purchase  of  land, 
or  other  secure  method,  for  the  reading  prayer,  catechising  children,  and  the 
better  visiting  the  sick  of  the  parish  of  Flaxley.  Her  intention  being,  that  if 
it  should  not  be  in  the  will  of  her  successors  at  Flaxley  to  have  Divine  Service 
mqre  than  once  every  Lord’s  Day  from  their  allowance  to  a minister,  that  then 
this  her  gift  should  be  paid  as  near  as  it  might  be,  every  half  year,  for  the  reading 
prayers  every  afternoon  on  the  Lord’s  Day,  and  catechising  the  children, 
visiting  the  sick,  and  preaching  three  sermons  every  year,  viz.  one  on  the  Friday 
before  Christmas-day,  one  on  the  Friday  before  the  Resurrection,  and  one  on 
the  evening  of  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost ; but  if  it  should  happen  that 
Flaxley  church  or  chapel  should  be  supplied  twice  in  a day  without  her 
assistance,  then  she  desired  that  her  gift  might  be  appropriated  to  the  above  uses 
only,  changing  the  reading  prayers  to  every  Saint’s-day  instead  of  the  Lord’s 
Day ; the  choice  of  the  minister  to  officiate  she  desired  might  be  in  the  lords  of 
the  manor  successively,  and  that,  if  this  her  appointment  should  be  neglected 
any  three  months,  that  then  her  said  benefaction  should  go  to  the  parish  of 
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Little  Dean,  with  the  same  condition,  and  if  not  duly  performed  there,  to 
Christ  Church  College,  in  Oxford,  for  the  better  maintenance  of  those  two 
servitors  that  should  be  in  the  chambers  appointed  to  them  by  Bishop  Framp- 
ton’s  legacy. 

And  she  further  gave  the  sum  of  200 /.  to  be  settled  some  secure  way  by  her 
executrix,  for  buying  yearly,  Bibles,  Common-prayer  Books,  and  Whole  Duties 
of  Man,  with  Catechisms,  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  Flaxley, 
and  the  neighbouring  parishes,  or  as  the  minister  should  think  proper. 

And  the  said  testatrix  appointed  Mrs.  Mary  Pope  her  sole  executrix. 

In  the  year  1727  an  amicable  cause  was  instituted  by  the  churchwarden  and 
overseer  of  the  said  parish  of  Flaxley,  and  other  persons  entitled  to  certain 
charitable  bequests  under  the  said  will  of  Mrs.  Catherine  Bovey,  against 
Mrs.  Mary  Pope,  her  executrix,  whereupon  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  decreed 
that  the  several  sums  of  400/.,  200/.  and  1,200/.,  should  be  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  lands,  to  be  approved  by  Mr.  Kynaston,  one  of  the  Masters  of  that 
court,  for  the  benefit  of  the  several  charities  in  the  testatrix’s  will  mentioned, 
and  to  be  taken  in  the  names  of  such  trustees  as  the  said  Master  should  direct 
and  approve  ; and  that  the  said  Master  should  distinguish  and  set  apart  a parti- 
cular part  of  the  said  estate  so  to  be  purchased  for  each  of  the  said  charities,  to 
be  applied  to  the  uses  directed  by  the  said  testator’s  will.  The  produce  of  such 
lands  as  the  sum  of  1,200/.  should  purchase,  was  to  be  for  the  support  of  the 
minister  of  Flaxley,  to  be  nominated  by  the  lords  of  the  said  manor  successively, 
in  augmentation  of  the  donative,  and  subject  to  the  contingences  and  limitations 
in  the  said  testatrix’s  will.  The  lord  of  the  said  manor  for  the  time  being  was 
to  have  the  nomination  of  the  poor  children  to  be  put  out  with  the  produce  of 
the  said  400/. ; and  the  produce  of  the  said  200/.  was  to  be  applied  to  purchase 
Bibles,  Common  Prayer-books,  Whole  Duties  of  Man,  and  Cathechisms,  to  be 
distributed  by  such  minister  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  of  Flaxley, 
or  other  neighbouring  parishes. 

By  an  Order  of  Court,  dated  July  8th  1729,  the  executrix  was  directed  to 
pay  the  several  sums  of  1,200/.,  400/.  and  200/.  into  the  Bank  of  England, 
to  the  account  of  the  said  cause,  and  the  said  sums  were  so  paid. 

In  the  year  1734  the  said  Master  purchased  certain  lands  in  the  parish  of 
Westbury  with  the  said  sums  of  400/.  and  200/.,  which  were  vested  in  the 
names  of  six  trustees,  (which  trustees  were  to  nominate  four  other  trustees, 
when  the  number  should  be  reduced  to  two  by  death  or  otherwise)  who  were 
to  apply  the  rents  of  such  lands  according  to  Mrs.  Bovey’s  will ; viz.  two  third 
parts  for  the  apprenticing  poor  children,  and  one  third  part  for  the  purchase 
of  Bibles. 

In  the  year  1737,  with  the  said  sum  of  1,200/.,  the  said  Master  purchased 
other  lands  in  the  parish  of  Longhope,  which  were  vested  in  the  names  of  the 
same  trustees,  with  like  power  of  choosing  other  trustees,  and  with  directions 
to  apply  the  profits  of  such  lands  towards  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the 
minister  of  Flaxley. 

The  bargain  and  sale  of  both  purchases  were  enrolled  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery. 

In  the  year  I76O  the  two  surviving  trustees  of  the  six  originally  named  by 
deed,  under  their  hands  and  seals  appointed  four  other  trustees,  but  in  such 
appointment  there  is  a recital  only  of  the  lands  in  the  parish  of  Westbury, 
purchased  with  the  400/.  and  200/.  and  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  lands  pur- 
chased in  Longhope  with  the  1,200/. 

In  the  year  1778  a new  appointment  of  four  trustees  was  made,  but  no 
notice  taken  of  the  lands  in  Longhope. 

Roynon  Jones,  esq.,  who  in  1811  was  the  only  surviving  trustee,  appointed 
five  new  trustees,  four  of  whom  are  still  living. 

The  lands  purchased  by  the  trustees  with  the  400/.  and  200/.  consists  of 
about  44f  acres,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Westbury  upon  Severn,  in  the  county 
of  Gloucester,  known  by  the  name  of  Peglar’s  Farm,  which,  with  the  farm- 
house and  buildings,  are  let  for  the  yearly  rent  of  <50/.  This  rent  has  been 
received  by  the  late  Thomas  Lucas,  esq.  solicitor  at  Newnham,  to  the  time  oi 
his  death,  which  happened  about  two  months  ago  (February  1828.)  Mr.  Lucas 
paid  the  rent  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  James  Wood,  banker  of  Gloucester,  on 
account  of  the  trustees,  and  the  same  has  been  applied,  with  the  necessary 
deductions  of  repairs,  according  to  the  will  of  the  testatrix. 
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PARISH  OF  HEWELSFIELD. 


Elizabeth  Williams’s  Charity. 

Elizabeth  Williams,  by  her  Will,  dated  7th  October  1724,  and  proved  in  the 
Consistory  Court  of  Gloucester,  15th  June  1725,  among  other  bequests,  gave 
and  bequeathed  unto  George  Gough,  of  the  said  parish  of  Hewelsfield,  two 
pieces  of  land,  lying  in  the  parish  of  Hewelsfield,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Reyfields,  purchased  by  her  from  Matthias  Harris,  of  the  parish  of  Woolaston, 
in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  the  7th  day  of  November  1722,  to  the  use  of  the 
said  George  Gough  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  paying  out  of  it  the  sums  there- 
after mentioned;  20s.  to  be  paid  to  eight  poor  widows  of  the  parish  of 
Hewelsfield ; and  if  there  should  not  be  so  many,  to  be  divided  amongst  as 
many  as  there  should  be,  to  be  duly  paid  every  year  for  ever.  And  she  further 
gave  10s.  to  be  yearly  paid  for  ever  towards  repairing  the  parish-church  of 
Hewelsfield,  and  5s.  to  be  paid  yearly,  for  ever,  to  the  parson  of  the  same 
parish  for  preaching  a sermon  on  Good-Friday  yearly ; and  that  the  afore- 
mentioned sums  of  20s.,  10s.  and  5 s.  might  be  the  more  duly  and  regularly 
paid,  she  appointed  William,  Jane,  and  George  Man  the  younger,  of  the  said 
parish  of  Hewelsfield,  to  be  trustees  and  overseers  on  behalf  of  the  said  parish  ; 
and  in  case  any  of  the  said  sums  of  20s.  10s.  and  5s.  should  not  be  duly  paid, 
it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  William,  Jane,  and  George  Man,  or  either  of 
them,  to  let  the  lands  above  mentioned,  called  the  Reyfields,  and  receive  the 
aaid  rents,  paying  the  overplus  to  the  aforesaid  George  Gough,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  for  ever ; and  the  testatrix  appointed  the  said  George  Gough  her 
executor. 

The  land  charged  by  the  above  will,  with  the  annual  payments  therein  men- 
tioned, is  wholly  or  in  part  in  the  possession  of  William  Miles,  who  has  refused 
by  letter  to  pay  the  annual  sums  so  charged,  or  any  of  them.  He  assigns  as 
a reason  for  his  refusal  that  the  land  has  been  sold  in  four  different  lots  ; and 
he  considers  himself  not  liable  to  be  called  upon  unless  others  are  made  to 
contribute  their  proportions. 


Hewelsfield. 

Elizabeth 

Williams’s  Charity. 


PARISH  OF  LEA. 

Thomas  Nourse’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Nourse,  of  Longhope,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  by  his  Will, 

dated  20th  April  1675,  after  divers  pecuniary  bequests,  gave  all  that  parcel  of  

freehold  land  which  he  had  in  the  chapelry  or  parish  of  Lea,  in  the  county  of  Thomas  Nourse’s 
Gloucester,  known  by  the  name  of  Haynes  Orchard,  to  the  churchwardens  Chanty, 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Lea,  in  trust,  that  the  rents  and  profits  thereof 
should  be  bestowed  and  given  for  ever,  yearly,  to  the  poor  of  the  said  parish, 
by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  thereof  for  the  time  being,  with 
the  consent  of  three  of  the  most  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  to 
be  laid  out  in  wheaten  bread,  and  given,  one  half  on  the  Sunday  before 
Christmas-day,  and  the  other  half  on  the  Sunday  before  Candlemas-day. 

The  trust-premises  now  consist  of  two  small  cottages,  with  two  small 
gardens,  containing  together  about  a quarter  of  an  acre.  The  churchwardens 
have  let  one  of  them  for  about  10  years  past  to  the  parish,  who  allow  it  to  be 
occupied  by  one  poor  family.  The  rent  of  31.  per  annum  is  paid  for  this  out 
of  the  poor-rates  to  the  churchwardens,  as  the  trustees  of  the  charity.  The 
other  house  and  garden  is  let  to  a tenant  from  year  to  year,  who  pays  for  the 
same  3/. 

These  two  rents,  making  together  61.,  subject  to  occasional  outgoings  for 
repairs,  are  laid  out  annually  in  the  purchase  of  bread,  which  is  delivered  to 
the  poor  in  the  church  on  the  days  appointed  by  the  donor. 

The  rents  of  these  premises  have,  within  these  few  last  years  been  con' 
siderably  advanced. 
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PARISH  OF  MITCHELL  DEAN. 

Robert  Stanton’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “ Robert  Stanton,  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  gave  6 s.  8 d. 
“ to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  to  be  paid  yearly,  for  ever,  out  of  his  capital  mes- 
“ suage  in  this  town.  1666.” 

In  the  parish-register  we  find  the  following  document,  page  214,  under  the 
head  of  “ houses,  lands,  rents  and  money,  belonging  to  this  parish “ There 
“ is  a rent  issuing  and  payable  to  this  parish  out  of  a decayed  messuage  (which 
“ is  now  down)  at  the  upper  end  of  Mill-end,  formerly  George  Towers,  now 
“ belonging  to  Mr.  Crump,  for  the  house  of  Robert  Stanton,  of  the  parish  of 
“ St.  Nicholas,  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  clothier,  who  by  his  will,  dated  the 
“ 24th  January  1587,  (of  which  we  have  a copy  in  the  parish-chest)  devises 
“ to  the  poor  of  this  parish  6s.  8 d.,  to  be  paid  yearly  out  of  his  house  and  land 
“ there  on  the  Friday  commonly  called  Good-Friday.” 

There  is  no  copy  of  the  will  at  present  existing  in  the  parish-chest,  and  the 
annual  sum  of  6s.  8d.  so  charged  as  above  appears,  has  not  been  paid  for  above 
50  years  ; but  the  site  of  the  old  house,  on  which  a new  house  is  now  built, 
appears  to  be  well  known.  It  is  now  the  property  of  one  Benjamin  Small,  of 
Mitchell  Dean,  and  tenanted  by  Mr.  Duncombe  Pyrke.  Mr.  Small  has  been 
applied  to,  and  has  undertaken  to  make  the  future  payments  of  this  rent- 
charge. 

Charities  of  Richard  Walwyn,  Jonathan  Parker,  and 

William  Nourse. 

Church  Table. — “ Richard  Walwyn,  of  Newent,  pinmaker,  gave  20/.  to  this 
“ parish,  the  interest  or  profit  thereof  to  be  given  yearly  to  poor  house-dwellers 
“ not  on  the  poor-book,  on  the  feast-day  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  for  ever. 
“ 28th  November  1701.” 

“ Jonathan  Parker,  by  his  Will,  devised  the  sum  of  200/.  to  be  laid  out  in 
“ lands,  and  with  the  yearly  profits  thereof  to  clothe  and  bind  out  some  or  one 
“ poor  child  of  this  parish  yearly  for  ever.  March  23,  1718.” 

“ William.  Nourse,  gent.,  gave  by  his  last  Will  and  Testament,  unto  the 
“ minister  and  churchwardens  of  this  parish,  the  sum  of  100/.  to  be  placed  out 
“ at  interest,  and  the  said  interest  to  be  by  them  distributed  yearly  on  every 
“ Christmas-day  amongst  the  poor  inhabitants  of  this  town  for  ever.  2d  No- 
“ vember  1726.” 

The  sums  given  by  the  above-mentioned  donors  were  laid  out  as  follows : 
the  220/.,  composed  of  Walwyn  and  Parker’s,  formed  the  consideration  for  the 
purchase  of  about  20  acres  in  the  parish  of  Ruardean,  and  with  the  100/.  given  by 
William  Nourse,  other  land  adjoining  was  bought  by  a separate  purchase,  being 
about  8 or  10  acres.  This  property  so  composed,  being  about  30  acres,  has  been  let 
together  for  a great  many  years  to  a family  of  the  name  of"  Yearsley,  who  have 
occupied  it  in  succession.  The  rent  is  25/.  5 s.  a year.  It  has  been  let  as  low 
as  for  11  /.  a year,  and  the  present  rent  is  considered  the  most  that  can  be  made 
of  it,  the  land  being  of  indifferent  quality. 

Out  of  this  rent  20.s\,  as  the  interest  of  the  20/.  given  by  Richard  Walwyn, 
is  distributed  among  poor  housekeepers  on  St.  John’s-day.  In  reference  to  the 
gift  of  William  Nourse,  7 /•  is  now  distributed  among  the  poor  inhabitants  of 
the  town.  The  residue  of  the  rent  is  laid  out  in  apprenticing  poor  children  of 
the  parish,  the  fee  being  always  such  as  will  procure  the  child  a good  situation, 
the  accounts  of  which  expenditure  are  regularly  kept  and  audited. 

Charities  of  Andrew  Crew  and  Walter  Little. 

Church  Table. — “ Andrew  Crew  gave  14/.  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  this 
“ parish.” 

“ Walter  Little,  of  this  town,  gave  15/.,  the  interest  to  be  given  to  the  poor 
“ of  this  parish  on  the  feast-day  of  St.  John  yearly,  for  ever.” 

These  two  sums  of  14/.  and  15/.  were  appropriated  by  the  parish  many  years 
ago  to  the  use  of  the  church,  in  reference  to  which  the  parish  pay  29$.  annually 
out  of  the  church-rate,  as  the  interest  of  the  gifts,  which  is  added  to  the  above- 
mentioned  donations  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  and  distributed  together  with 
them. 
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Charities  of  William  Lane  and  Amy  Lane. 


Mitchell  Dean. 


William  Lane,  of  the  city  of  Gloucester,  by  his  Will,  dated  30th  March  1789. 
gave  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Mitchell  Dean  for  the  time  being,  and  to  the 
feoffees  of  Parker’s  charity  lands  belonging  to  that  parish,  and  to  their 
successors,  forever,  1000/.  upon  trust,  to  place  it  out  at  interest  upon  real 
or  government,  but  not  on  personal,  securities,  and  out  of  the  interest  or 
dividends  to  pay  to  the  officiating  minister  of  Mitchell  Dean  for  the  time 
being  as  follows ; viz.  one  guinea  annually,  to  preacli  a sermon  in  the  church 
there,  on  every  Good  Friday,  on  the  subject  of  that  solemn  day ; the  further 
annual  sum  of  one  guinea,  to  preach  another  sermon  in  the  same  church, 
on  the  first  Sunday  after  Trinity  in  every  year,  on  the  utility  of  charity-schools; 
and  the  further  sum  of  three  guineas  as  a small  compensation  for  his  trouble  in 
catechizing  the  poor  children  of  the  parish,  in  the  same  church,  on  twelve  Sun- 
days at  least  in  the  year,  during  Divine  Service,  and  in  explaining  the  same,  and 
also  in  visiting  the  charity-school  after  mentioned  as  a superintendant  thereof, 
and  giving  his  assistance  and  advice  from  time  to  time  for  the  better  manage- 
ment and  improvement  thereof,  it  being  the  testator’s  express  direction  that 
such  officiating  minister  should  have  an  equal  authority  in  the  management 
of  the  said  school  with  the  feoffees  or  trustees.  And  the  testator  directed 
that  15  s.  a year  should  be  paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  parish  ; and  that  the  said 
lord  and  feoffees,  together  with  the  minister,  should  apply  the  residue  of  the 
interest  and  dividends  of  1,000/.  for  establishing  and  maintaining  a charity- 
school  at  Mitchell  Dean,  wherein  so  many  poor  children  (not  less  than  twenty, 
but  as  many  as  the  charity  would  admit  of)  resident  in  that  parish,  or  belonging 
to  it,  were  to  be  instructed  as  well  on  Sundays  as  other  days,  to  read  the  Bible, 
learn  the  catechism,  and  say  the  same  in  the  parish-church  on  12  Sundays  in 
the  year  during  Divine  Service,  and  for  supplying  such  school  with  Bibles  and 
other  useful  books.  The  school  to  be  under  the  government  of  the  said 
trustees  and  the  officiating  minister  ; the  master  or  mistress  to  bring  all  the 
children  to  church  on  Sundays,  both  morning  and  afternoon,  and  on  such 
other  days  as  service  should  be  performed  ; and  to  keep  strict  watch  over  them 
that  they  spend  the  rest  of  the  sabbath  in  a useful  manner,  and  not  to  permit 
them  to  run  about  the  street ; the  teacher  to  be  paid  15/.  a year,  by  quarterly 
payments,  and  the  residue  of  the  interest  and  dividends  to  be  laid  out  in  ihe 
purchase  of  Bibles  and  other  books,  and  coals  for  the  use  of  the  school ; and  if 
there  should  be  any  overplus,  the  same  was  directed  to  be  bestowed  as  an  en- 
couragement to  such  of  the  children  as  should  be  most  deserving  thereof, 
and  to  the  master  or  mistress,  whenever  the  trustees  should  think  it  necessary ; 
the  trustees  to  give  such  children  on  their  quitting  the  school,  as  had  made 
the  greatest  proficiency  in  their  learning,  a Bible  and  prayer-book  ; with  power 
for  the  trustees  to  remove  the  master  or  mistress  at  pleasure  ; a book  to  be 
kept  for  entering  the  occounts  of  the  charity,  and  such  accounts  to  be  examined 
and  adjusted  on  the  feast  of  St.  John,  annually  ; the  securities  for  the  1000/. 
to  be  deposited  in  the  parish-chest  in  the  church  ; and  as  often  as  new  trustees 
of  Parker’s  charity  should  be  chosen  the  1000/.  to  be  incorporated  in  the  new 
feoffment,  and  to  be  vested  in  the  trustees,  and  the  lord  of  the  said  manor.  If 
the  officiating  minister  should  neglect  to  preach  the  sermons,  or  catechize  the 
children,  and  visit  the  school  in  manner  aforesaid,  he  should  forfeit  such  of  the 
aunual  sums  aforesaid  as  were  appointed  for  those  duties,  so  long  only  as  such 
respective  duties  were  neglected,  and  the  sums  so  forfeited  should  sink  into  the 
fund  of  the  said  charity;  and  if  the  rector  of  the  parish  should  not  be  the  officiating 
minister,  then,  the  testator’s  request  to  the  rector  was,  that  the  curate’s  stipend 
for  his  sermons,  and  his  trouble  in  promoting  the  charity,  should  not  be  in  the 
least  considered  by  the  rector  in  his  allowance  or  stipend  to  his  curate.  If  the 
charity  should  not  be  established,  or  when  established,  should  not  be  supported, 
according  to  the  intent  of  the  testator’s  will,  then  he  revoked  the  said  legacy' 
of  1000/.,  and  gave  it  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Gloucester,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, upon  certain  trusts  in  the  said  will  mentioned. 


Charities  of 
William  Lane  and 
Amy  Lane. 


The  only  document  respecting  Mrs.  Amy  Lane' s,  in  addition  to  her  husband’s 
gift,  is  the  inscription  on  the  church-table,  which  is  to  the  following  effect: 

“ Mrs.  Amy  Lane , widow  of  the  above  William  Lane,  esq.,  by  her  Will, 
bearing  date  the  18th  August  180b,  and  by  her  Codicil  annexed,  left  the  sum; 
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Charities  of  Wil- 
liam Laue  and 
Amy  Lane, 
continued. 


of  100/.  and  200/.  for  the  further  and  more  effectually  promoting  the  benevolent 
intentions  of  her  husband  towards  the  said  school.” 

In  the  year  1790,  the  said  sum  of  1,000/.  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase 

of £.1,34-9  1 5 three-per-cent  cons. 

And  Mrs.  Lane’s  donation  of  300/.  in  the 

purchase  of  - - - - - - 440  7 4 


Making  together  - - - 1,789  8 9 

Since  which  has  been  purchased  in  the 

same  stock,  from  savings  of  income  - 284  10  3 

Making  the  Total  - - - 2,073  19  - 

producing  an  annual  dividend  of  C2/.  4 s.  Ad. 

Two  sermons  are  preached  on  the  days  respectively  appointed  by  the  will,  and 
the  two  guineas  are  paid  to  the  clergyman  for  the  same.  The  children  are  cate- 
chised, and  the  money  assigned  for  the  payment  of  that  duty  is  paid  him. 

The  feoffees  under  Parker’s  charity  have  been  regularly  renewed,  and 
exercise  the  management  and  superintendence  of  the  charity-school  in 
Mitchell  Dean  ; in  which  about  30  boys  are  instructed  in  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic,  and  the  Church-catechism.  They  are  supplied  with  books  out  of 
the  funds,  and  taken  to  church  regularly  on  Sundays,  morning  and  evening ; 
the  same  boys  also  attend  the  Sunday-school. 

The  accounts  are  regularly  kept  and  annually  audited,  showing  the  successive 
balances,  and  the  investments  made  thereout  from  time  to  time. 


PARISH  OF  NEWLAND. 


Newland. 

The  School,  and 
Almshouse. 


The  School  and  Almshouse. 

Edward  Bell's  Gift.— By  an  Indenture  dated  21  March,  2 Car.  I.,  between 
Edward  Bell,  of  Newland,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  of  the  one  part,  and 
John  Hughes,  D.  D.  vicar  of  Newland,  and  divers  other  persons  therein 
mentioned  to  be  the  surviving  feoffees  of  the  annuity  or  yearly  rent  given  or 
intended  to  be  given  as  thereinafter  expressed,  of  the  other  part,  reciting,  that 
Edward  Bell , of  Writtle,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  father  of  the  said  Edward 
Bell  before  mentioned,  had  granted  or  intended  to  grant  unto  the  several 
persons  therein  named,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  an  annuity  of  20/.,  to  be  issuing 
out  of  the  lands  and  hereditaments  therein  mentioned  to  be  situate  in  Newland 
and  other  places,  in  the  counties  of  Gloucester  and  Monmouth,  to  the  intent 
that  10/.  of  the  said  20/.  should  be  paid  to  a schoolmaster  teaching  school  in 
the  said  parish  of  Newland,  and  8/.  to  four  poor  men  and  four  poor  women,  to 
every  of  them  20s.,  and  the  residue  of  the  said  yearly  rent  of  20/.  to  be  for 
the  reparations  of  the  houses  wherein  the  said  schoolmaster  and  poor  should 
dwell  ; and  further  reciting,  that  afterwards,  in  the  year  1598,  Thomas 
Baynham,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  of 
Newland,  had  filed  a bill  in  Chancery  against  the  said  Edward  Bell,  the  son,  and 
others,  concerning  the  said  annuity  of  20/.  and  other  gifts,  pretended  by  them 
to  have  been  given  by  the  said  Edward  Bell  the  father;  whereupon,  after 
certain  proceedings  had  in  the  said  cause,  it  was  decreed  that  the  said  Edward 
Bell  the  son  should  for  ever  pay  to  the  grantees  and  their  assigns,  for  the 
performance  of  the  said  charitable  uses,  the  sum  of  20  marks  a year,  with  the 
arrears  thereof,  from  the  time  the  same  had  been  unpaid,  and  that  one  house 
should  be  wholly  employed  for  a schoolmaster  and  school,  and  another  house 
for  an  almshouse,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  Edward  Bell,  the 
father,  and  that  the  said  Edward  Bell  the  son  should  either  pay  20  nobles 
a year  to  make  up  the  said  20/.,  with  the  arrearages  thereof,  or  show  cause  why 
he  should  not  pay  the  same  ; It  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  Edward  Bell  the  son, 
with  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  of  Newland,  and  to  the 
intent  that  the  said  gift  of  the  said  Edward  Bell  the  father,  of  20/.  per 
annum,  and  the  said  houses,  should  be  settled,  by  assuring  the  said  houses  and 
lands  to  the  yearly  value  of  20/.  such  having  been  the  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  said  Edward  Bell  the  father,  if  death  had  not  prevented  him  ; and  to  the 
intent  that  all  the  messuages,  lands  and  hereditaments  charged,  or  intended  to 
be  by  the  said  Edward  Bell  the  father,  with  the  said  annuity,  except  such  as 
were  thereby  granted,  should  be  freed  and  discharged  from  the  said  annuity 
of  20/.,  did  thereby  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  said  John  Hughes  and  others, 

5 containing 
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containing  all  his  several  parcels  of  pasture  and  woody  grounds,  called  Bowers 
Grove,  containing  by  estimation  lG  acres  at  Redbrook,  in  the  said  parish  of  New- 
land  ; a barn,  and  certain  closes  of  land  and  pasture,  containing  by  estimation 
20  acres,  lying  together  at  Redbrook  aforesaid,  between  lands  therein  described 
as  belonging  to  John  Acourt  and  the  brook  leading  from  Newland  towards  the 
river  Wye,  and  his  barn,  and  four  little  parcels  of  land  to  the  same  adjoining, 
called  the  Foldie,  and  another  parcel  of  land  and  pasture,  part  whereof  was 
called  Keeres  Land,  and  a watering-place  to  the  said  Keeres  Land  adjoining, 
containing  by  estimation  seven  acres,  lying  together  at  Churchend  in  the  said 
parish  of  Newland ; a parcel  of  land  called  the  Cleeves,  with  the  two  groves 
to  the  same  adjoining,  containing  by  estimation  12  acres,  lying  in  the  said 
parish  of  Newland  ; a parcel  of  land  and  pasture,  with  a grove  adjoining, 
called  Ewtriefield,  containing  by  estimation  five  acres,  a parcel  of  land  and 
pasture  known  by  the  name  of  the  Harp,  containing  by  estimation  three 
acres  in  the  same  parish ; a parcel  of  land  and  pasture,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Hillow  Way,  containing  by  estimation  1 \ acre  in  the  same  parish  ; 
a meadow  or  pasture  called  Mathews’s  Mead,  containing  71  acres,  lying 
in  Colford,  in  the  said  parish  ; four  parcels  of  land  and  pasture,  and  one 
little  grove  to  the  same  adjoining,  containing  by  estimation  16  acres,  lying 
together  at  Redbrook  aforesaid,  and  his  several  messuages  or  tenements 
then  and  theretofore  used  for  a school-house  and  almshouse,  lying  together 
in  the  said  parish  of  Newland,  to  hold  the  same  unto  and  to  the  use 
of  the  said  John  Hughes  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  upon 
trust,  that  they  should,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises  thereby- 
granted  as  aforesaid,  pay  to  one  honest,  sufficient,  learned  man,  being  master 
and  teaching  grammar  in  the  said  school-house,  by  the  said  Edward  Bell  the 
father,  began  or  appointed  to  be  erected  in  Newland  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  10  L 
at  the  feasts  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  Jacob,  and  of  All  Saints,  yearly,  and  unto  four 
men  and  four  women  dwelling  in  the  said  almshouse  by  the  said  Edward  Bell 
the  father,  likewise  began  or  appointed  to  be  erected  in  Newland  aforesaid, 
20^.  a-piece  at  the  feasts  of  the  Annunciation,  St.  John  the  Baptist,  St.  Michael, 
and  the  Nativity,  and  the  residue  of  the  said  yearly  rents  of  the  aforesaid 
premises  to  be  bestowed  upon  reparations  of  the  said  school-house  and 
almshouse  as  need  should  require. 

The  property  contained  in  the  above-abstracted  deed,  and  thereby  granted 
by  Edward  Bell  the  son,  in  trust  for  the  said  school  and  almshouse  establish- 
ments, is  now  vested  in  the  existing  trustees,  to  whom  the  same  has  been  brought 
down  by  a regular  succession  of  renewals  and  transfers,  agreeing  in  its  present 
denominations  with  the  description  in  the  said  deed.  The  quantity,  according 
to  a late  admeasurement,  is  90  a.  3r.  17p.  including  the  wood-land,  the  extent 
of  which  is  not  given  in  the  said  abstracted  deed  of  grant. 

Gifts  of  Christopher  and  George  Bond. — Christopher  Bond , formerly  of  Red- 
brook, in  the  said  parish  of  Newland,  by  his  last  Will,  dated  26th  February 
1667,  in  consideration  of  50/.  in  money  given  to  the  poor  of  the  old  almshouse 
at  Newland,  by  the  will  of  George  Bond,  deceased,  his  brother,  and  for  other 
considerations,  devised  to  the  then  trustees  of  the  said  almshouse  for  ever,  his 
meadow,  which  he  had  lately  purchased,  called  the  Horn,  situate  at  Redbrook, 
then  tenanted  at  5/.  per  annum,  to  the  intent  that  205.  yearly  should  be  paid 
for  keeping  the  parish-church  of  Newland  clean,  and  for  looking  to  the  clock 
there,  and  the  residue  thereof  to  the  poor  of  the  said  old  almshouse  there. 

This  meadow  devised  by  Christopher  Bond  is  now,  together  with  the  other 
landed  property,  vested  in  the  trustees.  The  meadow  consists  of  4a.  Or.  12p. 

William  Bromwich’ s Gift.— By  an  Indenture,  dated  2d  February,  24  Car.  II. 
between  Thomas  Pilkington,  esq.,  afterwards  Sir  Thomas  Pilkington,  and  Anna 
his  wife  (who  was  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  William  Bromwich,  late  of 
Scatterford,  in  the  parish  of  Newland,  deceased),  of  the  one  part,  and  the  then 
trustees  of  the  said  school  and  almshouse,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  Sir  Thomas 
Pilkington  did  thereby  convey  to  and  to  the  use  of  the  said  trustees  and  their 
heirs,  a tenement  or  dwelling-house  in  Newland,  with  the  garden  and  orchard, 
and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  in  trust,  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said 
premises  should  be  equally  divided  between  the  four  poor  men  and  the  four  poor 
women  in  the  said  almshouse,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  William 
Bromwich,  expressed  in  his  last  Will,  who  so  appointed  the  same  to  be  paid. 

The  premises  last  above  described  consist  of  a public-house,  with,  the  sign  of 
the  Ostrich,  and  a stable,  and  small  garden  and  orchard,  said  to  be  about  an  acre. 
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-Newland.  John  Symons's  Gift—  By  an  Indenture,  dated  17th  October  1724,  between 

Job  Heeling  and  Blanch  his  wife,  therein  described,  of  the  first  part;  Richard 

Th']fCh°01  and  Symons’  °*  London,  executor  of  the  last  Will  of  John  Symons,  late  of  Clower- 
J\mttinucd.  wall,  in  the  parish  of  Newland  aforesaid,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  of  the  second 

„ part,  and  George  Bond,  and  divers  other  persons  therein  named,  being  the  then 

trustees  of the  free  grammar-school  and  old  almshouse  in  Newland  aforesaid,  of  the 
third  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  John  Symons,  deceased,  by  his  last  will  had 
desired  that  so  soon  after  his  decease  as  the  trustees  of  the  school  should  have  made 
a contract  for  land  of  the  value  of  100/.,  his  executor  should  pay  the  seller  of  those 
lands  for  the  conveyance  thereof  to  fhe  trustees  the  sum  of  100/.,  and  that  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  land  so  purchased  should  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
said  trustees  for  the  time  being,  subject  to  the  restrictions  thereinafter  mentioned ; 
viz.  for  the  use  of  the  master  of  the  said  school  for  the  time  being,  he  being 
a layman,  following  no  other  business  than  that  of  the  said  school ; but  when 
the  said  master  should  be  in  holy  orders,  and  should  be  beneficed,  or  have 
a curacy,  or  should  seek  after  the  obtaining  of  either  of  them,  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  lands  so  to  be  purchased  should  not  be  paid  to  the  said 
master  ; but  during  the  time  of  his  being  so  incapacitated  the  same  should  be 
given  to  and  amongst  the  old  men  and  women  in  the  said  almshouse  in  Newland  ; 
It  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  Job  Heeling  and  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  100/.,  and  of  a further  sum  of  29/.  to  them  paid,  did  thereby  convey 
to  and  to  the  use  of  the  said  trustees  and  their  heirs,  a pie<?e  of  meadow  or 
pasture-land  called  the  Spurrells,  containing  by  estimation  three  acres,  bounded 
as  therein  mentioned,  and  a piece  or  parcel  of  meadow-land,  containing  by 
estimation  three  acres,  called  the  Tithing  Meadow,  which  said  lands  were  situate 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Briavells,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  upon  trust,  that  the 
said  trustees  should  dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  same  premises  to 
and  for  the  use  of  the  master  of  the  free  grammar-school  in  Newland  aforesaid, 
according  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  last  will  of  the  said  John  Symons, 
deceased. 

The  last-mentioned  lands  are  in  the  possession  of  the  trustees. 


Alderman  Whitson's  Gift. — Alderman  Whitson,  of  Bristol,  by  his  Will,  dated 
27th  March  1627,  bequeathed,  towards  the  increase  of  the  stipend  of  the  school- 
master of  the  said  school,  an  annuity  of  10/.,  to  be  taken  out  of  a tenement 
called  the  Lamb,  situate  in  Wine-street,  in  the  city  of  Bristol,  as  more  fully 
appears  by  the  Report  of  Alderman  Whitson’s  Charities,  6th  Report,  p.  490. 

This  is  regularly  paid  by  the  chamberlain  of  Bristol  to  the  master  of  the  school. 

At  various  times,  according  to  the  accounts  kept  by  the  trustees,  timber 
has  been  cut  down  upon  the  charity-property,  the  produce  of  which  has  been 
accounted  for  by  investments  in  the  public  funds;  but  in  the  year  1823, 
it  being  considered  that  in  the  then  state  of  the  funds  it  would  be  an  advan- 
tage to  sell  out  the  stock,  the  same  was  sold  accordingly,  and  a purchase  made 
therewith  of  land  lying  in  the  parish  of  Newland,  which  by  an  indenture, 
dated  28th  March  1823,  was  conveyed  by  George  Dew,  and  Ann  his  wife,  to 
the  use  of  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Gage,  and  other  persons,  being  the  then  sur- 
viving trustees  of  the  said  charity,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  1,300/.  paid 
to  the  said  George  Dew,  and  his  mortgagees,  which  premises  so  purchased 
were  conveyed  by  the  description  of  a messuage  and  tenement  and  farm,  called 
Owen  Farm,  with  the  barns,  buildings,  garden  and  appurtenances  to  the  same 
belonging,  the  site  whereof  contained  by  admeasurement  3r.  8f.  more  or  less, 
and  also  several  closes  or  parcels  of  arable,  meadow  and  pasture-land,  under 
the  following  denominations : 

Porter’s  Meadow,  containing  4 a.  2r.  31  p.  ; the  Marsh  Meadow,  2a.  2r.  28 p.  ; 
another  parcel  of  arable-land  also  called  the  Marsh,  4a.  2r.  14p.  ; Clark’s 
Meadow,  4a.  1 r.  34p  ; Churchway  Field  (arable)  6a.  Or.  26 p.  ; a parcel  of 
arable-land  called  the  Field,  adjoining  Churchway  Field,  3a.  Or.  20 p.  ; a parcel 
of  arable-land,  not  named,  6 a.  1 u. ; another  parcel  of  arable-land,  not  named, 
3a.  Or.  16p.  ; a piece  of  meadow-land,  called  the  Pleck,  2a.  Or.  32p.  ; the 
Barn  Piece  (meadow),  3a.  r.  30p.  ; and  a piece  of  uninclosed  land,  adjoining 
the  road,  containing  1a.  Or.  16p.  ; to  hold  the  said  messuage,  lands  and  here- 
ditaments, unto  and  to  the  use  of  the  said  Lord  Gage,  and  the  said  other 
trustees  therein  named,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  upon  trust,  to  pay  and 
dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  upon  the  same  trusts,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  said  school  and  almshouse,  to  which  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  estates 
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and  premises  already  vested  in  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  same  institutions, 

were  applicable.  c - 

The  trust-lands  belonging  to  the  school  and  almshouse  as  above  set  forth, 
except  a portion  of  the  wood-land  which  is  in  the  possession  of  the  trustees,  are 
let  to  five  tenants,  three  of  whom  hold  upon  leases  of  21  years,  and  two  from  year 
to  year,  the  whole  producing  the  aggregate  net  amount  of  £.  ~ * 

The  premises  now  let  to  a Mr.  Ducarell,  being  33  a.  2 r.  27  p.  and 
which  preduce  49/.  11s.  6d.,  were  rented  in  the  year  1816  at 
19/.  13  s.  6d. ; and  the  rents  of  the  other  parts  of  the  estate  appear  to 
have  been  increased  in  nearly  the  same  proportion. 

The  rentcharge  of  10/.  makes  the  present  total  income  derived  out  of 
land  - - - ~ 

The  small  quantity  of  wood  in  hand  may  average  1 /.  a year  - 
The  trustees  have  200  /.  out  upon  mortgage  at  5 per  cent  - 

Making  the  total  income  of  the  charity  - - - 


10 
1 
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Under  the  above  charities  a school  and  almshouse  are  maintained  in  the 
parish  of  Newland. 

The  school-house  is  an  old  substantial  stone  building,  standing  on  the  west 
side  of  the  churchyard.  The  school-premises  consist  of  a master’s  dwelling- 
house,  with  a school-room  on  the  ground-floor  and  chambers  above.  The 
school-room  is  nearly  30  feet  long  by  about  20  feet  wide,  in  which  15  boys  are 
taught  reading,*  writing  and  arithmetic.  The  present  master  is  considered 
competent  to  teach  grammar  when  such  instruction  may  be  thought  necessary 
by  the  parents  of  the  children  ; and  the  trustees  say  that  they  make  a point 
of  choosing  a person  to  fill  the  situation  who  can  teach  the  Latin  language  if 
required.  The  present  master  is  a layman,  but  the  trustees  have  generally 
appointed  a clergyman. 

The  master  receives  a salary  of  40/.  a year,  the  trustees  paying  the  taxes  of  £. 
his  house  - - - - - - ~ ~ - -40 

He  is  allowed  to  take  such  a number  of  private  pupils  as  may  not 
interfere  with  the  purposes  of  the  charitable  endowment. 

The  almshouse,  which  is  on  another  side  of  the  churchyard,  consists 
of  eight  apartments,  which  are  occupied  by  eight  old  infirm  people, 
four  men  and  four  women,  who  have  the  use  in  common  of  a brewhouse 
or  washhouse  annexed  to  the  premises,  and  eight  small  gardens. 

Each  poor  person  receives  5 s.  a week,  amounting  to  13/.  per  annum, 
making  together  -------  - 

Half-a-guinea  is  paid  to  each  of  them  at  Christmas  for  coals  - 
And  they  are  furnished  with  a cloak  or  gown  every  other  year,  at  an  average 
expense  of  per  annum  - 

One  pound  a year  is  paid  out  of  the  rent,  for  cleaning  the  church  and 
attending  to  the  clock  -------- 

The  repairs  of  the  whole  property,  consisting  of  the  two  establishments, 
and  the  estates  belonging  to  the  same  may  amount  on  the  average  to 
about  per  annum  ---------- 

For  entering  the  resolutions  of  the  trustees  in  the  audit-book  - t 


£. 
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The  trustees  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  take  the  active  management 
of  the  charity,  who  receives  the  rents  and  makes  the  expenditure,  keeping 
a regular  Dr.  and  Cr.  account,  which  is  audited  annually. 

The  money  actually  in  hand  at  the  last  audit  was  15/.  19-?.  2 d.,  exclusive  of 
the  200/.  out  upon  mortgage. 

In  the  Returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act  in  1786  mention  is  made  of  a sum  of 
100/.  given  by  Mrs.  Williams  for  the  poor  of  the  almshouse  in  Newland  parish. 
Of  the  receipt  or  specific  application  of  this  gift  no  distinct  trace  remains.  It 
is  surmised,  however,  that  it  is  included  in  the  purchase-money  of  some  of  the 
lands  purchased  by  the  Trustees  as  above  mentioned  ; which  inference  is  sup- 
ported by  the  fact,  that  there  is  a sum  of  four  guineas  paid  annually  to  the 
poor  people  for  coals,  under  the  denomination  of  Mrs.  Williams’s  money. 

Of  William  Newton’s  gift,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  Returns  under  Gilbert’s 
Act  no  trace  whatever  remains. 

Edward  Jones’s  Charity. 

It  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  a former  Report  of  the  Charities  vested  in  the 
Haberdashers  Company  in  London  (10th  Report,  p.  206,)  that  a Mr.  William 
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Hall’s  Charity. 


Jones  bequeathed  to  the  parish  of  Newland,  for  the  poor  there,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  a preacher,  the  sum  of  .5,000/.  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
Company  of  Haberdashers,  to  be  by  them  bestowed  as  it  should  seem  best 
in  their  reasons  and  discretions. 

The  money  was  laid  out  in  land,  the  particulars  of  which  are  stated  in  the 
above-mentioned  Report,  and  the  income  of  the  land  continues  to  be  applied  by 
the  Haberdashers  Company  in  furtherance  of  the  charitable  objects  of  the 
donor. 

Hall’s  Charity. 

Benedict  Hall,  and  John  Hall  his  second  son,  by  their  Indenture,  dated 
3d  February,  1657,  granted  to  Baynham  Throckmorton,  esq.  and  the  several 
other  persons  therein  named  as  trustees,  an  annuity  of  40/.  to  be  issuing  out  of 
the  messuages,  lands  and  hereditaments  called  Tripping  Kennett  Farm,  con- 
taining by  estimation  200  acres,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Weonnards,  in  the  county 
of  Hereford,  to  hold  the  same  to  the  said  trustees  and  their  heirs,  with  power  of 
distress  and  entry  for  compelling  payment  of  the  same,  upon  trust,  that  they 
should  pay  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Newland, 
and  the  other  moiety  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Staunton,  to  be 
distributed  by  them  among  the  poor  of  their  respective  parishes,  as  the  said 
Benedict  Hall,  or  such  other  person  as  should  be  heir  of  his  body,  and  should 
be  in  possession  of  and  dwelling  in  the  capital  messuage  of  Iligh  Meadow, 
together  with  the  said  Baynham  Throckmorton  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  or 
the  greater  number  of  them,  should  appoint  to  be  tit  persons  to  receive  a main- 
tenance from  the  yearly  rent  aforesaid ; and  when  the  trustees  should  be 
reduced  by  death  to  live  or  four,  then  that  the  same  five  or  four  should  assign 
over  the  said  annuity  to  such  two  or  three  persons,  and  their  heirs,  as  the  said 
surviving  trustees  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  should  under  their  hands  and 
seals,  in  the  presence  of  two  or  more  credible  witnesses,  nominate  and  appoint, 
in  trust,  that  such  two  or  three  persons  should,  within  two  days  next  ensuing 
such  appointment,  re-grant  the  said  annuity  to  such  four  or  five  persons  as 
should  be  surviving,  together  with  such  other  persons,  not  exceeding  the  number 
of  18,  as  the  said  five  or  four  trustees,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  should 
appoint  of  the  most  substantial  inhabitant  o the  said  parishes  of  Newland  and 
Staunton,  whereof  six  should  be  inhabitants  of  Staunton,  and  the  other  12  of 
Newland. 

The  trustees  have  been  from  time  to  time  renewed,  the  last  assignment  being 
dated  3d  August  1812. 

This  rentcharge  is  regularly  received  by  the  trustees,  who  pay  20/.  to  the 
churchwardens  of  Newland  and  Clurewall,  which  is  a tithing  of  Newland,  and 
20/.  to  the  churchwardens  of  Staunton.  Of  the  20/.  paid  to  Newland  and 
Clurewall,  the  latter  place  receives  for  its  proportion  two  thirds,  and  Newland 
one  third.  Why  the  benefit  has  been  confined  to  the  said  two  divisions,  ex- 
cluding the  other  tithings  of  Colford  and  Bream,  we  could  not  distinctly  learn  ; 
but  it  will  be  seen  in  an  account  hereafter  given  of  property  purchased  in  the 
parish  of  Awre,  near  Newnham  in  Gloucestershire,  that  such  purchase  was 
made  by  the  trustees  of  Hall’s  charity,  who  appear  to  have  been  the  same  per- 
sons as  the  trustees  of  Bell’s  Charity,  and  it  may  be  that  the  purchase  last 
alluded  to  was  made  out  of  one  or  other  of  these  charitable  funds.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  that  estate  have  been  exclusively  bestowed  on  Colford  and  Bream, 
'which  appears  to  balance  the  advantage  given  to  the  two  other  tithings  in  the 
i distribution  of  Hall’s  charity. 

The  poor  receiving  the  benefit  of  Hall’s  charity  are  appointed  by  the 
tri  istees,  persons  receiving  parish-pay  being  generally  excluded.  It  is  usually 
given  in  sums  from  12s.  to  10s.,  to  old  infirm  housekeepers  and  widows. 


Alderman  Whit- 
son’s Charities. 


Alderman  Whitson’s  Charities. 

The’  report  already  given  of  Alderman  Whitson’s  donations  to  Clurewall, 
a tithin  g of  Newland,  has  appeared  under  the  Bristol  Charities,  6th  Report, 
p.  490.  The  distributable  amount  of  the  donation,  allowing  for  the  land-tax, 
is  9/.  12.s’.,  which  is  bestowed  among  the  poor  in  sums  varying  from  3s.  to  14s., 
a regular  i recount  being  kept  of  the  persons  receiving  it. 


William  Hoskins’s  Charity. 

William  Hoskins'?  William  Hoskins,  of  Southwark,  charged,  as  appears  by  his  Will  already  set 
Charity.  forth  in  the  Report  of  the  parish  of  St.  Briavells,  his  messuages  and  lands, 

called 
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called  Stow  Grange,  lying  in  St.  Briavells,  in  the  Forest  of  Dean,  with  the 

I payment  of  the  yearly  sum  of  40s.  to  the  churchwardens  of  Newland,  to  the 
use  of  the  most  ancient  and  needy  people  living  in  the  said  parish. 

The  farm  called  Stow  Grange  is  now  the  property  of  Kedgwin  Hoskins, 
esq.,  of  Platwell,  by  whom  the  rentcharge  is  regularly  paid  to  the  church- 
wardens of  Newland,  who  confine  the  distribution  to  Clurewall,  where  it  is 
apprehended  that  the  donor  was  born,  as  the  family  have  been  long  inhabitants 
of  that  tithing. 


Newland. 

Hall’s  Charity, 
continued. 


Lands  in  Aw  re. 

A purchase  of  lands  in  the  parish  of  Awre  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  Lands  in  Awre. 
parish  of  Newland  has  before  been  alluded  to  ; but  it  does  not  appear  that  it 
can  now  be  ascertained  out  of  what  fund  this  purchase  was  effected. 

The  Indenture  by  which  the  estate  was  conveyed  bears  date  8th  October 
1681,  whereby  William  Cook  and  Christopher  Cole,  surviving  trustees  and 
executors  of  Sir  Humphrey  Hoole,  of  King’s  Weston,  in  the  county  of  Glouces- 
ter, in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  320/.,  conveyed  to  and  to  the  use  of 
Benedict  Hall,  and  divers  other  persons  (who  appear  to  have  been  trustees  of 
the  school  and  almshouse-charity  founded  by  Edward  Bell),  and  their  heirs 
and  assigns  for  ever,  a messuage,  tenement  and  farm,  called  Old  Box  Farm, 
situate  in  the  said  parish  of  Awre  ; three  closes  or  parcels  of  meadow  or  pas- 
ture-ground lying  together,  and  near  adjoining  to  the  said  messuage,  contain- 
ing in  the  whole  by  estimation  20  acres;  a close  called  the  Five  Acres,  con- 
taining by  estimation  five  acres ; a close  or  parcel  of  ground  called  Collow 
Hill,  containing  by  estimation  six  and  a half  acres  ; a parrock  or  parcel  of 
pasture-ground,  containing  by  estimation  one  acre  ; a close  or  parcel  of  mea- 
dow-ground, containing  by  estimation  seven  acres,  and  a piece  or  parcel  of 
meadow-ground  lying  in  the  Common  Mead,  containing  by  estimation  one  acre, 
and  usually  held  and  enjoyed  with  the  said  messuage  and  farm  ; all  which  said 
messuage,  farm,  lands  and  premises,  were  situate  in  the  parish  of  Awre. 

The  above  conveyance  was  simply  and  absolutely  made  to  the  said  grantees 
without  the  mention  of  any  trust,  but  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  same  have 
always  been  applied  since  the  said  purchase  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of 
the  two  tithings  of  the  parish  of  Newland,  called  Bream  and  Colford. 

By  a survey  made  in  1814  it  appears  that  the  quantity  of  the  land  was 
39a.  Or.  20p. 

The  premises  above  mentioned  have  been  included  in  the  transfers  for  vesting 
the  trust-estate  of  Benedict  Hall  in  the  successive  trustees. 

They  constitute  one  farm,  which  has  been  usually  let  from  year  to  year;  the 
present  rent  is  501. 

The  land  is  not  considered  good,  and  is  occasionally  overflowed.  The  same 
person  has  held  it  for  many  years,  and  has  paid  his  rent  regularly.  The  rent 
has  been  increased  of  late  years,  and  is  now  at  an  amount  agreeable  to  the  last 
estimate  of  a surveyor  ; but  the  trustees  are  intending  to  take  a view  of  the 
land,  to  see  whether  any  improvement  can  be  made  of  the  rent. 

Some  timber  in  the  year  1818  was  cut  down  producing  73/.,  which  has  been 
invested  in  a mortgage  at  five  per  cent. 

The  net  proceeds  of  the  charity  are  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the 
two  tithings  of  Colford  and  Bream,  not  receiving  parish-relief. 


TITHING  OF  CHAPELRY  OF  BREAM. 

Charities  of  James  Gough  and  William  Pawlett. 

James  Gough,  by  Indenture,  bearing  date  3th  June  I678,  for  the  consider-  Charities  of 
ations  therein  mentioned,  granted  unto  Paul  Foley,  esq.,  and  others  therein  Ja,lie.s  Gou§h  and 
named,  and  their  heirs,  the  messuage  or  tenement,  orchard,  garden  and  barn,  Wllllaui  Pawle«- 
and  certain  pieces  or  parcels  of  arable,  meadow  and  pasture-ground,  contain- 
ing in  all  13  acres,  or  thereabouts,  then  in  the  occupation  of  John  Davis, 
situate  at  Stroate,  in  the  parish  of  Tiddenham,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester ; 
and  a piece  of  ground  called  Stonards,  containing  by  estimation  14  acres, 
situate  in  Stroate  aforesaid,  then  in  the  possession  of  Francis  James,  in  trust, 
that  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  should  be  for  ever  employed  for  payment  of 
5 s.  every  Lord’s  Day,  to  such  licensed  preacher  of  the  gospel  as  the  renter  for 
the  time  being  should  appoint  to  preach,  on  every  Lord’s  Day,  in  the  chapel  of 
Bream  aforesaid;  and  if  the  clear  yearly  rent  of  the  said  premises  should 
Ilep.  19.  O . amount 
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amount  to  more  money  than  would  pay  the  preacher  so  appointed  as  aforesaid, 
tne  5 s.,  for  preaching  every  Lord’s  Day,  then  the  overplus  should  be  given 
and  distributed  to  and  amongst  the  poor  householders  and  others  inhabiting 
within  the  said  tithing  of  Bream  who  should  receive  no  pav  from  the 
parish  of  Newland,  as  the  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  see 
fit ; and  if  the  vicar  of  the  said  parish  should  not  suffer  such  preacher  so 
appointed  to  preach  in  the  said  chapel  of  Bream  as  before  directed,  that  then 
the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises  should  be  given  and  distributed  to 
and  amongst  the  poor  householders  and  others  within  the  said  tithing  of 
Bream,  not  receiving  parish-pay,  so  long  as  the  said  preacher  should  be  so 
hindered,  as  the  said  trustees  or  the  major  part  of  them  should  see  fit.  And 
the  said  trustees  were  thereby  directed  annually  to  elect  one  out  of  their  own 
number  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  and  dispose  of  the 
same  in  manner  before  expressed,  who  should  have  full  power  yearly,  during 
the  continuance  of  his  office,  to  appoint  the  preacher  and  pay  him  his  salary, 
and  to  summon  the  trustees  in  order  to  let  the  premises,  and  to  transact  any 
other  business,  and  should  render  a true  account  to  the  rest  of  the  said 
trustees.  And  it  was  further  provided,  that  within  three  months  after  the 
trustees  should  be  reduced  by  death  to  four  or  three,  that  those  four  or  three 
should  assign  over  the  trust-premises  to  such  two  or  three  persons  as  the  sur- 
vivors should  appoint,  in  order  that  they  should  re-grant  the  same  premises 
unto  such  four  or  three  surviving  trustees,  together  with  such  other  persons, 
not  exceeding  the  number  of  16,  as  the  said  surviving  trustees  should,  in  the 
presence  of  two  credible  witnesses,  think  fit  to  appoint,  under  their  hands  and 
seals,  of  the  most  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  tithing  of  Bream,  together 
with  the  preacher  of  the  gospel  at  Newland  aforesaid  for  the  time  being, 
placed  there  by  the  Company  of  Haberdashers  in  London,  upon  the  trusts  in 
the  said  indenture  declared  as  aforesaid. 

And  by  an  Indenture,  dated  3d  April  1701,  William  Pawlett,  Sergeant,  at  law, 
for  the  nominal  considerations  therein  mentioned,  bargained  and  sold  several  mes- 
suages, lands  and  hereditaments,  situate  at  Ayleburton,  in  the  parish  of  Lidney, 
in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  then  on  lease  for  a long  term  of  years  determina- 
ble on  three  lives,  whereof  two  were  then  living,  to  James  Barrow  and  others, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  subject  to  the  trusts  that  should  thereof  be  declared 
in  and  by  an  indenture  therein  referred  to,  being  that  which  is  next  therein 
after  mentioned,  which  messuage,  lands  and  hereditaments,  were  therein 
described  as  follows  ; viz.  all  the  messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  barn, 
garden  and  orchard  thereunto  belonging,  situate  in  Ayleburton  aforesaid, 
near  to  Tadbrook  Bridge,  and  bounded  as  therein  described ; a house  called 
the  Pipe  House,  with  a barn,  garden  and  orchard,  bounded  as  therein  men- 
tioned ; an  orchard,  containing  by  estimation  one  fourth  of  an  acre,  lying  by 
a brook  leading  from  Bury  Fields  Well,  along  the  one  rudge  of  land  adjoining 
on  the  east  side,  to  a rudge  of  land  then  late  of  Sir  John  Wintour;  a parcel  of 
land  containing  by  estimation  one  acre,  called  Stirtway  Lease  ; a parcel  of  land 
called  the  Still,  containing  by  estimation  one  and  a half  acres,  bounded  as 
therein  mentioned ; one  acre  of  meadow-ground  containing  five  rudges,  more 
or  less,  lying  in  the  Jey  Paddock  ; one  parcel  of  land  containing  three  fourths 
of  an  acre,  more  or  less,  the  way  leading  from  Hay  Bridge  to  the  Common 
Marsh,  being  on  the  south  part. 

And  by  an  Indenture,  bearing  date  4th  April  1701,  and  made  between  James 
Barrow  and  others,  the  surviving  trustees  under  James  Gough’s  charity,  of  the 
first  part,  the  said  William  Pawlett  of  the  second  part,  and  John  Everitt,  of 
Bream,  of  the  third  part ; after  reciting  the  said  indenture  of  5th  June  1678,  and 
also  the  said  indenture  of  3d  April  1701,  and  that  many  of  the  trustees  in  the 
said  first-recited  indenture  were  dead,  and  others  lived  in  remote  places ; it  is 
witnessed,  that  the  said  James  Barrow  and  others,  surviving  trustees  of  the  said 
James  Gough,  and  others,  the  parties  thereto,  of  the  first  part,  did  thereby  grant 
and  confirm  unto  the  said  John  Everitt  all  the  hereditaments  and  premises 
conveyed  in  the  said  first-recited  indenture,  to  hold  the  same  to  the  said 
John  Everitt,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts  mentioned  in  the  same  first- 
recited  indenture  ; and  it  being  further  made  to  appear  by  the  said  indenture, 
that  a close  called  the  Chapel  Hay,  in  Bream,  whereon  Saint  James’s  Chapel 
had  been  built,  had  from  time  out  of  mind  been  let  and  demised  by  the  land- 
holders of  the  tithing  of  Bream,  as  assignees  in  trust,  who  had  applied  the  rent 

thereof 
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thereof  for  the  repairs  of  the  said  chapel,  though  the  deed  declaring  the  original 
trust  had  been  lost,  and  that  the  management  of  the  said  chapel  had  devolved  Ch^rsof 
upon  the  trustees  ot  Gough  s charity ; it  was  by  the  same  indenture  now  in  janies  Gough  and 
recital  further  witnessed,  that  the  said  James  Barrow  and  others,  trustees  as  William  Pawlett, 
aforesaid,  did  thereby  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  said  John  Everitt,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  all  that  parcel  of  pasture  or  meadow-ground  called  Chapel  Hay, 
and  the  chapel  thereon  built,  to  hold  to  him  the  said  John  Everitt,  and  his  heirs, 
to  the  use  of  the  said  James  Barrow,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  first  part, 
trustees  as  aforesaid,  in  trust,  as  to  the  said  chapel,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
themselves  and  the  landholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  tithing  of  Bream, 
and  as  to  the  said  close  called  Chapel  Hay,  in  trust,  to  apply  so  much  of  the 
rents  as  should  be  needful  for  the  yearly  repairs  of  the  said  chapel,  and  the  rest 
towards  the  augmentation  of  the  salary  of  a licensed  minister,  who  should 
officiate  in  the  said  chapel  by  the  appointment  of  such  of  the  trustees  as  should 
be  renter  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  James  Gough’s  gift. 

And  it  was  by  the  said  indenture  further  witnessed,  that  the  above-mentioned 
premises  were  conveyed  by  the  said  William  Pawlett,  upon  the  following  trusts; 
viz.  that  the  said  trustees,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  should  after  the  death  of 
the  said  William  Pawlett  apply  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  same  premises  to  and 
for  the  maintenance  of  some  fit  person  dwelling  in  or  very  near  the  said  tithing, 
whom  they  should  procure  to  he  made  a deacon  by  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  to 
officiate  in  the  chapel  there  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned,  paying  every 
such  deacon  who  should  so  officiate  2s.  6d.  for  every  day  on  which  he  should 
so  officiate  ; but  if  the  majority  of  the  said  trustees  should  not  think  fit  to 
appoint  any  such  person  as  aforesaid  to  be  made  a deacon,  or  if  the  bishop 
should  refuse  to  make  such  person  a deacon  as  they  should  propose  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  then  that  they  should  apply  the  said  rents  and  profits  in 
augmentation  of  the  minister’s  weekly  salary,  who  should  officiate  and  preach 
in  the  chapel  of  Bream  aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  James  Gough’s  pious 
gift,  by  paying  the  said  minister  2s.  6d.  for  every  Sunday  he  should  so  officiate, 
over  and  above  the  5 s.  he  was  to  receive  by  the  said  James  Gough’s  gift,  and 
in  default  of  such  deacon’s  officiating  as  aforesaid  should  distribute  the  said 
2s.  6d.  a day  during  the  continuance  of  such  default  to  and  amongst  the  poor 
housekeepers  of  the  said  tithing  of  Bream,  receiving  no  alms  from  the  parish  of 
Newland,  and  that  they  the  said  trustees  should  manage  the  revenue  of  the 
lands  in  Ayleburton  by  the  same  renter,  and  otherwise  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  revenues  of  the  said  James  Gough’s  land,  according  to  the  trusts  thereof 
in  them  reposed. 

The  premises  above  shown  to  have  devolved  upon  the  surviving  trustees  of 
Gough’s  gift  have  been  transmitted  to  the  present  trustees,  the  last  deed  of 
transfer  being  dated  28th  August  1816.  There  are  now  12  trustees  in 
existence. 

The  lands  at  Tiddenham  derived  under  Gough’s  Gift  have  been  exchanged 
under  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  inclosing  the  wastes  in  that  parish,  passed  in  or 
about  the  year  1812. 

The  original  property  coming  under  James  Gough  consisted  of  about 
27  acres.  That  which  the  trustees  took  under  the  exchange  amounted  only 
to  25a.  Ik.  32p.,  but  we  understand,  that  taking  into  consideration  all  circum- 
stances of  quality  and  situation,  the  charity  has  been  benefited  by  the 
exchange. 

The  lands  at  Tiddenham  are  now  let  upon  two  leases  for  20  years  each',  seven 
years  of  which  are  to  come,  one  of  such  leases  comprehending  3 A.  311.  iop. 
for  which  is  paid  a rent  of  - --  --  --  -- 

The  other,  comprising  21  A.  2R.  22  p.,  producing  a rent  of  - 

The  total  of  the  present  rent  being  - - - 

The  premises  at  Ayleburton,  consisting  of  7 a.  or.  15  p.,  partly  arable  and 
partly  pasture  and  meadow,  with  a cottage,  are  demised  to  three  tenants, 
who  respectively  hold  from  year  to  year,  the  aggregate  rent  is  - 
The  Chapel  Hay,  being  about  an  acre,  is  let  for  - 

About  seven  years  ago  some  timber  was  cut  down  by  the  authority  of  the 
managing  trustees,  which  was  sold  for  203 1.  5s.  10 d.,  which  produce  was 
vested  in  the  purchase  of  287/.  5s.  five-per-cent  consols,  in  the  names  of 
four  trustees,  the  annual  dividend  being  - - - - - - 8124 
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s. 
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Bream.  The  vicar  of  Newland  appoints  the  incumbent  of  the  chapel  of  Bream,  the 

— ( t stipend  of  which  has  been  augmented  under  Queen  Anne’s  bounty.  Down 
James  Gough  ’and  to  ^ie  c^ate  °f  the  last  deed  of  28th  August  1816,  the  incumbent  was  per- 
William  Pawlett,  mitted  by  the  trustees  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  all  the  above-men- 
v continued.  , tioned  premises  at  Tiddenham,  Ayleburton,  and  Bream ; but  since  the 
y deed  last  mentioned  the  trustees,  having  consulted  counsel  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  course  that  had  been  pursued,  determined  upon  adhering  to  the 
directions  of  the  donor  James  Gough,  in  respect  of  the  appropriation  of  the 
Tiddenham  property : they  have  therefore  since  that  period,  after  paying 
the  5s.  a week  to  the  clergyman,  paid  over  tlie  residue,  30/.  lGs.  to  the  poor 
housekeepers  of  the  tithing  of  Bream  not  receiving  parish-alms.  The  divi- 
dends also  of  the  stock  above-mentioned  to  have  been  purchased  with  the 
produce  of  the  timber,  have  been  applied  in  the  same  way  as  the  said  surplus 
rents. 

The  rents  of  the  Ayleburton  property  have  however  been  continued  to  be 
paid  to  the  minister,  making  the  annual  amount  of  what  he  receives  under  the 
charity  33 l.  19s.  5d . subject  to  occasional  outgoings  for  repairs. 

The  rent  of  Chapel  Hay  is  usually  kept  in  reserve  for  the  repairs  of  the 
chapel,  and  what  is  not  wanted  for  that  object  is  considered  as  belonging  to 
the  minister. 

Since  the  new  arrangement  with  respect  to  the  application  of  the  charity- 
property  the  accounts  have  been  regularly  kept.  There  is  now  4/.  in  the 
hands  of  the  renter,  consisting  of  the  rents  of  Chapel  Hay. 

Mrs.  Gough’s  Charity. 

Mrs.  Gough’s  It  is  understood  in  the  parish  that  a Mrs.  Gough  gave  a sum  of  50/.,  the 
Chanty.  interest  to  be  applied  towards  the  teaching  of  12  poor  children  of  this  tithing  ; 
but  we  could  find  no  document  to  substantiate  the  same. 

£.2.  10s.  is  annually  paid  out  of  property  belonging  to  Lord  Dunraven,  called 
the  Clurewall  Estate,  to  the  clerk  of  the  chapelry  of  Bream,  who  in  consideration 
of  such  payment  teaches  12  poor  children  of  Bream.  It  is  generally  supposed 
that  this  is  paid  in  respect  of  Mrs.  Gough’s  benefaction  ; but  Lord  Dunraven 
has  no  documents  to  explain  the  grounds  of  this  supposition. 


PARISH  OF  RUARDEAN. 

Godfrey  Taylor’s  Charity. 

Ruardean.  By  an  Indenture  dated  5th  June  1697>  between  Godfrey  Taylor,  citizen  of 

London,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of 

Godfrey  Taylor  s Ruarclean,  of  the  other  part,  the  said  Godfrey  Taylor  granted  to  the  said  parties 
of  the  second  part  a messuage  or  cottage,  with  a garden  and  close  of  land 
adjoining,  containing  by  estimation  two  acres,  called  the  Meane  in  the 
parish  of  Ruardean,  bounded  as  therein  mentioned  ; to  hold  the  same  unto  the 
said  parties  of  the  second  part  and  their  successors  for  ever,  upon  trust,  that 
they  should,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  in  every  year,  on  St.  Thomas’s- 
day,  pay  unto  such  28  of  the  poorest  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  as  they  in 
their  discrections  should  think  to  have  most  need  thereof,  the  sum  of  Is.  a 
year,  having  respect  in  disposing  thereof  to  the  poor  relations  of  the  said  Godfrey 
Taylor,  and  to  poor  widows  ; and  should  also  on  the  same  day  lay  out  the  sum 
of  2s.  as  a refreshment  for  themselves  for  their  trouble  in  disposing  thereof. 

In  1748  by  an  Indenture,  bearing  date  8th  March  in  that  year,  the  minister 
and  churchwardens,  with  the  approbation  of  the  most  substantial  inhabitants 
of  the  parish,  demised  unto  Aaron  Hale  the  piece  of  land  then  called  the  Acre, 
or  Almshouse  Pleck,  containing  by  estimation  two  acres,  with  a tenement  or 
cottage  standing  thereon,  and  also  all  that  tenement  adjoining,  consisting  of 
one  room  below  and  a chamber  over,  bounded  as  therein  mentioned  ; to  hold 
the  same  from  Lady-day  then  last  past  for  the  term  of  99  years,  at  the  rent  of 
30.5.,  payable  by  one  entire  payment  on  the  feast  of  St.  Andrew  the  Apostle. 

The  interest  under  this  lease  is  now  vested  in  Thomas  Mason,  a parishioner 
of  Ruardean. 

The  rent  reserved  as  aforesaid  has  always  been  regularly  paid  to  the  church- 
wardens, and  is  distributed  according  to  the  directions  of  the  donor  amongst 
28  poor  infirm  widows  of  the  parish. 


Gloucester.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  105 

Richard  Greenaway’s  Charity.  Ruardean. 

Church-table. — “ The  Rev.  Mr.  Richard  Greenaway,  vicar  of  this  parish,  

“ gave  by  Will,  about  the  year  1744,  GO  /.,  the  interest  of  which  to  be  applied  1^ah^dc^a7ijna" 
“ to  the  purpose  of  keeping  a free-school  for  ever,  to  teach  15  of  the  poorest  v— 

« inhabitants  children  in  this  parish,  to  read  well  in  the  Bible,  and  to  say  the 
“ Church-catechism,  under  the  care  of  four  trustees.” 

It  appears  that  in  the  year  1790  this  sum  of  GO/,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
of  three  tenements,  a shop  and  gardens,  containing  a quarter  of  an  acre,  more 
or  less,  which  by  an  indenture,  dated  17th  February  in  the  year  last  mentioned, 
was  conveyed  by  one  Thomas  Williams  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Ruardean. 

The  premises  so  purchased  have  been  always  used  as  a receptacle  for  the 
poor  of  the  parish ; but  in  satisfaction  of  the  above  gift,  and  also  of  the  gift 
of  Thomas  Richards  for  similar  purposes,  next  reported,  the  parish  pay 
4/.  5 s.  annually  to  the  churchwardens,  which  is  applied  towards  the  payment 
of  a schoolmaster  in  the  parish,  for  teaching  15  poor  children,  under  the  super- 
intendance of  the  minister  and  churchwardens. 

Thomas  Richards’s  Charity. 

Church-table. — “ Mr.  Thomas  Richards,  late  of  this  parish,  gave  by  Will  Thomas  Richards’* 
“ in  the  year  1763,  30/.,  the  interest  to  he  given  to  poor  widows  and  house-  Charity. 

“ keepers  of  this  parish,  on  the  21st  of  December  for  ever.” 

“ Also  25/.,  the  interest  of  which  to  be  applied  to  teach  poor  children  of  this 
parish  to  read  the  English  tongue  and  to  buy  books  for  such  children.” 

These  two  sums  were  for  some  time  lent  together  on  private  security  ; but 
were  afterwards  vested  in  the  funds,  when  stock  was  high  and  sold  out  at  a 
loss.  The  produce  of  the  sale  was  then  vested  in  the  purchase  of  a house, 
which  has  since  been  treated  as  parish  property,  and  let  to  a yearly  tenant. 

The  parish  pay  30  s.  per  annum,  in  satisfaction  of  the  charity  of  Thomas 
Richards  first  above  mentioned,  which  they  add  to  Godfrey  Taylor’s  gift,  and 
distribute  it  at  the  same  time  upon  the  same  objects,  and  add  25  s.  per 
annum  to  the  donation  of  Richard  Greenaway,  as  before  mentioned. 

Elizabeth  Moore’s  Charity. 

Church-table. — “ Mrs.  Elizabeth  Moore,  formerly  of  this  parish,  gave  by  Will,  Elizabeth  Moore’s 
“ about  the  year  1780,  a house  lying  in  this  parish,  the  rent  of  which  (155.  per  Charity. 

“ annum)  to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  poor  parishioners.” 

The  house  was  in  a ruinous  state,  and  has  since  fallen  down,  and  the  ground 
has  been  taken  into  the  premises  of  the  person  occupying  the  property  imme- 
diately contiguous,  for  which  he  pays  a rent  of  5 s.  or  6$.,  which  payment  not 
being  a sufficient  consideration  for  it,  the  churchwardens  purpose  giving  him 
notice  to  quit  in  order  to  let  it  on  better  terms. 

Anthony  Sterry’s  Charity. 

* Church-table. — “ The  Rev.  Mr.  Anthony  Sterry,  vicar  of  Lidney,  gave  by  Anthony  Sterry’s 
“ deed,  in  the  40th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  5 s.  per  annum,  payable  out  of  an  Charity. 

“ estate  called  the  Glasp,  in  this  parish,  for  ringing  a peal  on  Christmas-eve, 

“ about  midnight,  for  two  hours  in  commemoration  of  the  nativity.” 

The  5 s.  is  received  out  of  the  estate  charged  and  applied  as  directed. 

John  Williams’s  Charity. 

Church-table. — “ Mr.  John  Williams,  of  this  parish,  gave  by  deed,  in  the  John  Williams’s 
year  1674,  a pleck  of  land,  called  Ewes  Fleck,  the  rent  of  which  to  be  given  Charity, 
yearly  by  the  parish  officers  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  as  a perpetual  alms.” 

This  small  piece  of  land,  consisting  of  about  three  quarters  of  an  acre,  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  parish  ; it  is  let  to  a yearly  tenant  for  a rent  of  155.,  which 
is  applied  as  directed.  But  it  is  thought  that  15  5.  is  not  an  adequate  conside- 
ration for  the  enjoyment  of  this  land,  and  a better  rent  will  be  obtained,  if 
possible. 

Church  Lands. 

The  parish  has  been  in  possession  time  out  of  mind,  of  some  pieces  of  land,  Church  Lands, 
consisting  of  about  four  acres,  the  rent  of  which  is  now  about  5 /.  10  5.,  and  is 
applied  towards  the  repairs  of  the  church. 

Rep.  19.  O 3 
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PARISH  OF  STAUNTON. 

Hall’s  Charities. 

The  parish  of  Staunton  receives  its  moiety  of  the  rentcharge  of  40/.  granted 
bv  Benedict  and  John  Hull , esquires,  by  the  Deed  of  3d  February  1657,  as  set 
forth  under  the  charities  of  Newland  parish. 

The  trustees  of  Hall’s  charity,  appointed  for  the  parish  of  Staunton,  have 
usually  distributed  the  money  in  small  sums  among  the  poor  generally,  but  they 
have  come  to  the  resolution  of  carrying  the  terms  of  the  charity  mere  specifi- 
cally and  beneficially  into  effect,  by  confining  the  bounty  to  fewer,  and  making 
the  relief  under  it  more  effectual  and  permanent. 

An  estate  called  Braceland,  formerly  belonging  to  the  family  of  the  Halls, 
appears  to  have  been  charged  with  a sum  of  Jl.  annually,  in  virtue  of  some 
gift  of  one  of  that  family.  Braceland  afterwards  became  the  property  of  Lord 
Gage,  and  was  by  him  sold  to  the  Crown. 

The  7 /.a  year  used  to  be  regularly  paid  by  Lord  Gage  when  the  estate 
belonged  to  him,  and  since  the  said  transfer  by  the  Commissioners  of  Woods 
and  Forests,  or  their  agent. 

The  renter  or  treasurer  of  Hall’s  charity  makes  the  distribution  of  this  sum 
among  the  poor  of  Staunton. 

A messuage  and  garden,  and  some  land  adjoining  the  rector’s  land,  and  two 
pieces  of  land,  the  one  called  Shobley,  and  the  other  called  Common  Field, 
have  immemorially  been  treated  as  parish-land. 

The  messuage  has  long  fallen  down,  and  the  two  pieces  of  land,  and  a gar- 
den, containing  together  4a.  Ik.  19il,  with  18/.  for  equalising  the  value, 
have  been  conveyed  to  the  Crown  as  the  consideration  for  another  piece 
of  land  called  the  Meend  Green,  containing  3a.  3r.  28p.,  and  which,  though 
less  in  quantity,  is  better  in  quality,  than  the  land  originally  belonging  to  the 
parish.  The  original  land  produced  4/.  9s.  a year;  the  rent  of  the  land  so 
taken  in  exchange  from  the  Crown  is  let  for  51.  2s.,  which  sum  is  regularly 
paid  and  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  20/.  and  Jl.  in  the  above  cases. 

There  is  also  a house,  with  a large  garden,  situate  near  the  church,  supposed 
to  have  been  the  gift  of  Benedict  Hall. 

These  premises  are  called  the  Almshouse,  and  are  also  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  trustees  of  Hall’s  charities,  wdio  allot  the  same  to  four  persons 
elected  by  themselves,  to  whom  it  is  proposed  in  future  to  give  the  before- 
mentioned  charities  for  a maintenance,  as  the  parish  only  consists  of  40  families, 
and  it  is  considered  that  this  will  be  the  most  useful  disposition  of  the  money. 


HUNDRED  OF  WESTBURY. 

PARISH  OF  NEWNHAM. 

James  Jocham’s  Charity. 

James  Jocham,  of  the  city  of  Bristol,  by  his  Will,  dated  21st  December  1764, 
bequeathed  as  follows : 

“ I give  to  my  said  son,  James  Jocham,  the  interest  of  1,000/.  which  is  now 
“ out  on  the  Bridge  Security,  for  his  life,  he  paying  yearly  thereout  to  the 
“ ministers,  clerks  and  sextons  of  the  parishes  of  Saint  Augustine,  in  the  said 
“ city  of  Bristol,  and  Newnham  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  three  guineas,  (that  is 
“ to  say,)  one  guinea  to  the  minister  of  each  parish,  and  half-a-guinea  to  the 
“ clerks  and  sextons  of  each  parish,  to  be  divided  amongst  them  equally,  for 
“ preaching  a sermon  on  the  14th  of  May  yearly  for  ever,  the  text  to  be  taken 
“ out  of  the  Common  Prayer-Book  on  these  words,  ‘ O all  ye  works  of  the 
“ ‘ Lord,  bless  ye  the  Lord,  praise  him  and  magnify  him  for  ever.’  Item : 
“ I give  to  the  parish  of  Newnham  aforesaid,  after  the  decease  of  my  said  son 
“ James,  the  interest  of  the  said  sum  of  1,000/.  towards  clothing  15  poor  boys 
“ of  the  said  parish  yearly  for  ever,  and  the  remainder  (if  any)  to  poor  lying-in 
“ women  of  the  same  parish  not  receiving  alms,  as  the  minister,  churchwardens 
11  and  gentlemen  of  the  same  parish  shall  think  the  greatest  objects  of  charity; 
“ and  after  the  said  sum  of  1,000/.  shall  be  paid  in  from  the  Bridge,  I desire  my 
“ executors  and  trustees  to  lay  it  out  in  the  purchase  of  some  lands,  or  else  to 
“ put  it  out  on  Government  or  other  good  security,  for  the  uses  above  men- 
“ tioned.” 


The 
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The  said  sum  of  1,000/.  was  originally  invested  on  the  Bridge  security,  but 
was  afterwards  called  in  and  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  1126/.  175.  10 d. 
South  Sea  Annuities,  producing  an  annual  dividend  of  3 31.  16a. 

It  appears  by  the  accounts,  which  go  as  far  back  as  1779,  that  for  preaching 
the  sermons  at  Newnham  and  at  St.  Augustine’s  in  Bristol  on  the  14th  of  May, v" 
the  ministers  of  those  parishes  have  respectively  received  the  annual  payment 
of  one  guinea  each,  and  the  clerks  and  sextons  of  each  of  those  parishes  their 
payments  of  5 s.  3d.  each,  making  the  amount  paid  for  those  several  duties 
three  guineas  annually  out  of  this  fund.  With  the  remainder  of  the  interest 
15  poor  boys  have  in  the  first  place  been  clothed  with  every  needful  article  of 
dress,  and  the  surplus  (when  there  has  been  any)  has  been  bestowed  in  assist- 
ance to  poor  lying-in  women,  under  the  directions  of  the  minister,  church- 
wardens, and  principal  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  who  are  convened  annually 
for  determining  on  the  selection  of  the  objects. 

The  accounts  appear  to  have  been  regularly  kept. 


Newnham. 

James  Jocham's 
Charity, 
continued. 

✓ 


Samuel  Hawkins’s^Charity. 

Samuel  Hawkins , who  died  29th  December  1805,  by  his  Will  gave  to  his  Samuel  Hawkins’s 
executors  therein  named  the  sum  of  200/.  in  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  the  an 

names  of  the  rector  or  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Newnham, 
and  their  successors,  on  Government  or  good  securities  ; and  directed  that  the 
trustees  should  out  of  the  interest  thereof  pay  to  the  rector,  or  vicar,  or  curate 
of  the  said  parish,  2/.  2 s.  provided  one  of  them  should  preach  a sermon,  taking 
for  his  text  the  6th  chapter  of  Micah,  8th  verse,  in  the  parish-church,  on  the 
morning  of  every  New-year’s-day,  and  to  pay  the  clerk  of  the  said  parish,  pro- 
vided the  100th  Psalm  were  then  sung,  old  version,  10s.  6d. ; and  if  any  set  of 
singers  should  be  assembled  in  the  church  on  that  day,  to  pay  them  1/.  Is.  for 
singing;  and  the  sexton  of  the  said  parish  10s.  6d.  provided  such  persons  should 
respectively  perform  their  duty  on  that  day,  and  not  otherwise ; and  that  they 
should  lay  out  1 /.  Is.  in  buying  of  sixpenny  loaves,  to  be  distributed  to  such 
poor  persons  as  should  attend  Divine  Service  there  on  that  day.  And  he  directed 
that  his  trustees  should  dispose  of  the  remainder  of  the  interest  or  dividends  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  such  person  or  persons  who  had  lived  servants  with  Eliza- 
beth Wood,  Elizabeth  Hawkins,  Sarah  Hawkins,  and  Sarah  Hopley,  formerly 
inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  and  their  descendants;  and  for  want  of  such  claim- 
ants, to  such  other  poor  persons  of  the  said  parish  on  every  New-year’s-day  for 
ever,  as  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  should  in  their  discretion  think  proper. 

The  200/.  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  281/.  16s.  stock,  Three  per  Cents. 

Reduced,  producing  a dividend  of  7 k 12s.  2 d.  per  annum,  out  of  which  divi- 
dend the  minister  has  received  the  two  guineas  tor  the  annual  sermon  preached 
on  New-year’s- day  upon  the  text  appointed  by  the  testator.  The  100th 
Psalm  is  sung  on  that  occasion,  and  the  clerk  receives  his  10s.  Qd.  Cer- 
tain persons  help  the  clerk  in  singing,  under  the  discretion  of  the  cler- 
gyman, to  whom  the  1/.  Is.  is  distributed.  The  sexton  receives  his  10s.  6d. 

The  11.  Is.  is  laid  out  in  sixpenny  loaves,  which  are  delivered  on  New-year’s- 
day,  after  Divine  Service,  and  the  residue  is  distributed  among  the  descendants 
of  the  servants  who  lived  with  the  persons  named  in  the  will,  and  who  appear  to 
be  about  seven  in  number. 

A regular  account  is  kept  of  the  expenditure  of  this  charity. 


John  Matthews’s  Charity. 

John  Matthews,  late  of  Newnham,  by  his  Will,  dated  30th  April  1808,  gave  John  Matthews’s 
to  his  executors  the  Rev.  Charles  Sandiford,  and  the  Rev.  Richard  Wetherell,  Charity, 
the  sum  of  300/.  upon  trust,  to  place  the  same  out  at  interest  in  their  names, 
or  in  the  names  of  them  and  any  other  person  or  persons  they  might  think  fit 
to  name  for  that  purpose,  and  pay  the  interest  thereof  annually,  for  ever  there- 
after, to  the  officiating  clergyman  of  the  parish  of  Newnham  aforesaid,  for  the 
time  being,  if  he  should  have  performed  the  service  of  the  Church  of  England 
twice,  and  preached  two  sermons  on  each  Sunday  in  the  preceding  year,  and 
catechised  and  instructed  the  poor  children  of  the  said  parish  of  Newnham 
once  in  every  month  at  least  in  such  year  ; and  in  default  thereof,  then  upon 
trust,  to  pay  the  year’s  interest  which  should  accrue  due  for  every  year  in  which 
such  default  should  be  made,  to  the  officiating  clergymen  of  the  parishes  of 

O 4 Awre, 


Newnliam. 
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Awre,  Newnliam,  and  Westbury-upon-Severn  aforesaid,  in  equal  third  parts,  to 
be  applied  by  them  to  such  charitable  purposes  as  they  should  think  tit. 

J°h  ChlritJeWS  s The  300/.  is  invested  on  government  securities.  The  several  duties  prescribed 

continued.  are  performed,  and  the  interest,  being  81.  9 s.,  is  paid  according  to  the  direc- 
_ J tions  of  the  donor. 


PARISH  OF  TIDENHAM. 

Bridget  Madocke’s  Charity. 

Tidenham.  By  an  Indenture  of  Release,  enrolled  in  Chancery,  bearing  date  20th  August 

, 1730,  between  Bridget  Madoclce  of  the  one  part,  and  Colbert  Fleming,  esq.  and 

Bridget^Madoekc  s otjier  persons  therein  mentioned,  of  the  other  part,  the  said  Bridget  Madocke 
granted  and  released  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  a close  of  pasture, 
called  the  Horse  Lease,  consisting  of  about  two  acres  ; an  acre  of  meadow  in 
Tidenham  Mead  called  Broad  Mead  ; a quarter  of  another  acre  in  Tidenham 
Mead  aforesaid ; another  acre  of  meadow  in  that  part  of  Tidenham  Mead 
called  the  Ham,  and  three  acres  of  land  in  a common  field,  called  Netern, 
adjoining  to  the  Ham,  to  hold  the  same  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for- 
ever, upon  trust  that  they  should,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  yearly 
raise  and  pay  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  of  Tiden- 
ham for  the  time  being,  the  sum  of  50s.,  to  be  by  them  paid  to  some  proper 
person,  chosen  and  approved  of  by  them,  for  teaching  six  poor  children  of  the 
said  parish  of  Tidenham  to  read  English ; and  upon  further  trust,  out  of  the 
same  rents  yearly  to  pay  the  further  sum  of  40s.  to  the  minister  or  curate  who 
should  reside  and  serve  the  cure  of  the  said  parish,  on  condition  that  he 
should  catechise  the  children  thereof  in  the  Church  of  England  catechism,  and 
no  other,  and  expound  thereon  every  Sunday  after  morning  and  evening  service, 
from  the  25th  of  March  to  24th  of  June  yearly ; and  in  case  of  his  refusal  or 
neglect  so  to  do,  then  that  they  should  pay  the  said  sum  of  40s.  yearly  to  the 
minister  or  curate  of  Wolastone,  on  the  like  condition  ; and  upon  further  trust, 
to  apply  the  sum  of  10s.  for  repairing  the  tomb  of  the  family  in  manner  therein 
mentioned ; and  also  for  keeping  in  repair  a tablet  intended  to  be  hung  up  in 
the  said  parish,  setting  forth  the  benefactions  payable  to  and  for  the  said  parish  \ 
and  upon  further  trust,  to  pay  yearly  the  residue  of  the  said  rents  and  profits, 
if  there  should  be  any,  to  the  minister  or  curate  of  the  said  parish,  for  a 
sermon  to  be  yearly  preached  on  Good  Friday,  in  the  said  parish-church  •,  and 
the  deed  contained  a provision  for  renewing  the  trustees,  when  reduced  to  the 
number  of  two,  by  proper  deeds  and  conveyances,  so  as  to  vest  the  premises  in 
such  two  survivors,  together  with  such  other  persons  as  such  survivors  should 
nominate  and  appoint,  and  so  from  time  to  time  upon  the  like  trusts. 

By  an  Indenture  of  Lease,  dated  16th  August  1762,  the  trustees  of  the 
lands  so  originally  settled  demised  certain  parts  thereof  to  Charles  James,  of 
Stroate,  in  the  parish  of  Tidenham,  to  hold  to  him,  his  executors,  adminis- 
trators and  assigns,  freed  and  discharged  from  all  taxes,  charges  and  encum- 
brances whatsoever,  for  the  term  of  99  years  from  13th  of  February  next 
ensuing  the  date  of  the  said  Indenture,  at  the  rent  of  405. 

And  by  another  Indenture  of  Lease,  dated  7tb  August  1765,  the  said 
trustees  demised  to  the  said  Charles  James  other  lands,  being  tire  remainder  of 
the  said  charity  property,  to  hold  to  him  the  said  Charles  James,  his  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  freed  and  discharged  from  all  taxes,  charges  and 
encumbrances  whatsoever,  for  the  term  of  99  years  from  thence  next  ensuing 
the  date  of  the  last-mentioned  Indenture,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  31.  1 5 s. 
payable  as  therein  mentioned. 

'By  an  award  under  the  Tidenham  and  Woolastone  Inclosure  Act,  passed 
a few  years  ago,  which  was  executed  in  the  year  1813,  the  premises  above 
referred  to  being  very  dispersed,  were  exchanged  for  other  lands  lying  in  the 
said  Common  Mead,  consisting  of  11a.  1r.  14  p.,  and  lying  together. 

The  lessee  has  been  at  the  expense  of  inclosing  the  land. 

Soon  after  the  said  exchange  was  effected,  it  occurred  to  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Thomas,  the  then  and  present  vicar,  that  as  all  the  trustees  were  dead,  it  was 
desirable  that  new  trustees  should  be  appointed,  according  to  the  donor’s 
settlement  of  the  charity ; and  under  the  advice  of  a professional  gentleman,  the 

heir 
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heir  of  the  last  surviving  trustee,  after  being  with  difficulty  traced,  was  pro-  Tidenham. 
cured  to  execute  a conveyance  of  the  trust-premises  to  certain  respectable  Brid  .~ock(,s 
landholders  in  the  parish,  as  new  trustees,  the  expenses  of  which  transfer  charity, 

amounted  to  .57/.  6s.  10 d.  This  mode  of  making  the  renewal  was  afterwards  continued. 

objected  to  as  not  being  authorized  by  the  original  deed,  and  application  > 

havino-  been  subsequently  made  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  its  directions, 
areo-ular  nomination  of  trustees  took  place  with  the  sanction  of  the  Court,  and 
fresh  instruments  were  prepared  and  executed  for  re-conveying  the  property  to 
such  nominees.  This  occasioned  an  additional  expense  of  68/.  4s.  3d. 

To  pay  these  professional  bills,  the  patroness  of  the  living,  Mrs.  Burr, 
advanced  the  requisite  amount,  for  the  re-payment  of  which  she  is  now  an 
encumbrancer  upon  the  premises,  the  proceeds  of  which  may  therefore  be  con- 
sidered as  estranged  from  the  charity  for  some  years  to  come. 

The  immediate  successor  to  the  original  lessee,  Mr.  Charles  James,  was 
Mr.  Selwyn  James,  upon  whose  death  the  same  devolved  upon  his  son  Mr. 

Charles  James,  who  is  since  dead,  leaving  his  sister  the  only  representative  . 
of  the  family,  who  has  since  been  married  to  Sir  Alexander  Wilson,  of  Glou- 
cester. 

Some  time  in  the  course  of  this  present  year  the  trustees  of  this  charity  held 
a meeting,  to  consider  what  was  proper  to  be  done  in  respect  to  the  existing 
leases,  at  which  it  was  resolved  that  a proposal  should  be  made  to  the  lessee 
to  surrender  the  present  leases,  and  take  a new  lease  of  the  whole  premises  for 
21  years,  at  a rent  proportioned  to  the  real  value  of  the  premises,  to  be  settled 
by  competent  persons  on  each  side,  which  proposal  has  been  rejected. 

It  appears  by  the  Returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act.  that  a sum  of  15/.  was  given 
by  the  same  lady  to  the  poor  of  Wimbdon,  which  is  a tithing  of  Tidenham  ; but 
from  a letter  in  the  hands  of  the  incumbent,  we  infer  that  it  was  a gross  sum  to 
be  distributed  at  the  time  it  was  given,  and  not  intended  to  be  a permanent 
charity. 

Sundry  Small  Gifts. 

Upon  on  old  table  in  the  church  is  recorded  the  following  benefactions  : Sundry  small 

“ King  James  the  First,  in  money  - - - - - -£.11—  Glfts* 

and  in  wheat  13  bushels,  payable  out  of  the  impropriated  tithes. 

“ William  Stevens  of  Bristol,  for  five  poor  widows  - - - 5 - 

“ John  Stevens,  of  Bristol - 10 

It  is  also  stated  in  a terrier  preserved  in  the  registry  of  the  Bishop  of  Glou- 
cester, dated  1711,  that  “ the  impropriator  doth  pay  yearly  to  the  poor  of 
this  parish  13  bushels  of  wheat  and  1 3d.  in  money,  on  the  Thursday  before 
Easter.” 

The  1 3d.,  and  the  13  bushels  of  wheat,  continue  to  be  paid  and  distributed 
out  of  the  impropriated  tithes,  by  the  three  present  owners  thereof,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  respective  interests,  who  take  upon  themselves  personally  to  dis- 
tribute the  bounty,  keeping  lists  of  the  persons  benefited. 

With  respect  to  the  two  small  gifts  of  William  and  John  Stevens,  we  cannot 
find  that  they  have  been  in  a course  of  payment  for  many  years.  The  Rev. 

Thomas  Thomas,  the  present  incumbent,  who  has  held  the  living  for  20  years, 
has  made  inquiry  concerning  them  without  success. 

Gifts  of  William  Williams  and  Edward  Edwin. 

It  appears  by  the  above-mentioned  terrier  that  an  acre  of  land  in  Sudbury  Gifts  of  William 
Mead,  in  the  parish  of  Tidenham,  had  been  purchased  with  monies  given  by  Williams  and 
the  above  donors,  the  rent  whereof  used  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  on  war  win* 

Easter  Tuesday,  yearly.  The  rent  of  the  same  land  continued  to  be  so 
bestowed  until  the  Inclosure  Act,  which  has  been  already  referred  to,  when 
the  said  charity-land  was,  under  the  award  of  the  commissioners,  assigned  to 
the  Dnke  of  Beaufort,  and  a compensation  given  to  the  parish  in  the  amount 
of  land  allotted  to  the  poor  in  Tidenham  Chace,  which  was  considered  as 
including  an  allowance  made  to  them  for  this  property  so  alienated  from 
them. 

The  rent  of  the  land  used  to  be  305.,  and.  that  sum  is  still  annually  paid  out 
of  the  poor-rates,  and  given  to  a class  of  persons  not  receiving  parish-relief. 

Lost  Charities. 

We  find  mention  in  the  Returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act  that  Mary  and  Hester  Lost  Charities. 
James  gave  for  teaching  three  poor  children  24/.  ; but  when  such  money  was 
Rep.  19.  P 0 given 
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Tidenham.  given  is  not  stated  ; and  as  no  memory  of  it  remains  in  the  parish  it  mav  be 

Lost  Charities.  Presumed  tha‘  the  ab°ve  f“m;  if  ever  received,  was  either  expended  on  some 
— temporary  object,  or  lost  by  the  failure  of  some  private  security. 

There  appears  also  to  have  been  a gift  by  Edward  Bedford',  of  60 1 for  pro 
moting  the  instruction  of  poor  children,  in  relation  to  which  certain  documents 
were  put  into  our  hands  to  show  that  in  1769,  or  about  that  period  endea 
vours  were  used  by  the  parish  to  obtain  the  payment  of  the  legacy  but  to  no 
purpose. 

We  find  by  several  letters  that  it  was  in  the  hands  of  a Mr.  Powell  and 
1 aftei  wards  of  his  sister,  and  that  both  these  persons  refused  to  pay  the  prin 
cipal  without  the  directions  of  the  Court  of  Equity,  to  indemnify  them  for  so 
doing,  which  might  have  been  the  pretext  for  not  paying  it  at  all. 


PARISH  OF  WESTBURY  ON  SEVERN. 

John  Young’s  Chahity. 

John  Young , by  an  Indenture,  dated  28th  January  1650,  granted  to  certain 
persons  therein  named  as  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  with  power  of  distress 
and  entiy,  an  annuity  or  rentcharge  of  7 /.,  to  be  issuing  out  of  his  meadow 
and  pasture-grounds  called  by  the  several  names  of  Overpark  Moore,  Middle 
Moore,  and  Meadow  Moore,  situate  in  Overley,  in  the  parish  of  Westbury,  to 
pay  and  employ  the  same  to  and  for  the  charitable  uses  thereinafter  declared, 
viz.  the  one  half  of  the  said  annuity  for  and  towards  the  maintaining  and 
bringing  up  at  school,  to  read  and  write,  and  for  books,  and  for  clothing  so  many 
poor  male  children  of  the  parish  of  Westbury  under  the  age  of  14  years,  whose 
parents  were  not  well  able  to  maintain  them,  to  be  appointed  by  such  as  should 
be  heir  and  owner  for  the  time  being  of  the  capital  messuage  wherein  the  said 
John  Young  then  dwelt  in  Overley  aforesaid,  and  in  default  thereof,  then  to  be 
appointed  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  of  Westbury 
for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  and  in  default  thereof,  then  by 
the  nearest  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Gloucester;  and  the  other 
half  of  the  said  annuity  unto  and  for  such  person  as  should  from  time  to  time 
be  lawfully  placed  (with  approbation  and  allowance  of  such  person  and  persons 
as  should  be  heir  and  owner  of  such  capital  messuage  for  the  time  being  for 
ever)  for  a preaching  lecturer  in  the  said  parish-church  in  Westbury,  to  preach 
there  weekly  on  the  working  week-days,  and  in  default  of  his  settlement  and 
vacancy  thereof,  then  that  half  also  to  be  employed  to  the  maintenance  and 
schooling  of  poor  male  children  of  the  said  parish  as  aforesaid,  to  be  appointed 
as  aforesaid. 

The  annuity  is  regularly  paid  by  the  proprietor  of  the  premises  charged, 
and  the  whole  is  applied  towards  the  support  of  a schoolmaster,  in  the  parish, 
who  teaches  a school  on  the  national  plan,  which  is  principally  supported  by 
subscriptions. 

Cornelius  Draper’s  Charity. 

Cornelius  Draper’s  According  to  the  church-table,  which  seems  to  have  been  standing  a great 
Charity.  many  years,  and  before  the  memory  of  the  oldest  living  person,  “ Cornelius 
“ Draper  gave  by  his  Will  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  for  the  time 
“ being  a piece  of  inclosed  land  in  the  parish  of  Huntley,  let  to  James 
“ Drink  water  at  the  yearly  rent  of  405.  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  for  the  poor  on 
“ St.  John’s-day  for  ever.” 

The  piece  of  land  so  devised  is  now  known  by  the  name  of  Deenes,  containing, 
according  to  a terrier  produced  to  us,  2 a.  1 r.  4 p.  : the  same  is  in  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  churchwardens,  who  let  it  out  upon  short  leases. 

The  rent  has  always  been  laid  out  in  bread,  which  is  distributed  to  the  poor 
on  St.  John’s-day,  together  with  other  bread  provided  out  of  the  parish-stock. 
The  present  rent  is  four  guineas. 

John  Bayse’s  Charity. 

Church-table. — “ John  Bayse  gave  the  interest  of  10/.,  the  principal  now  lying 
in  the  parish-stock,  the  produce  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  for  the  poor  of  the 
V tithing  of  Elton,  upon  St.  John’s-day.” 
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The  principal  sum  of  10/.  so  given  has  long  disappeared,  but  the  parish 
continue  to  pay  interest  for  the  same  at  five  per  cent,  which  is  laid  out  in 
bread  for  the  poor  of  the  said  tithing,  and  distributed  at  the  same  time  with 
the  other  bread. 

John  Mayo’s  Charity. 

Church-table. — “ John  Mayo , of  Stantway,  in  this  parish,  gave  by  Will  to 
the  minister  and  churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  in  trust,  several  parcels 
of  free  land,  lying  in  Walmoor  Hill ; and  one  ridge  and  forehead  of  lease-land, 
during  the  term  then  to  come  of  a lease,  of  the  yearly  value  of  1 /.  2s.  6d.  to 
be  laid  out  in  coal  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  upon  the  pay-day,  in  November  yearly.” 

This  land,  together  with  others,  is  described  in  a terrier  made  in  1773,  and 
although  a small  portion  of  it  is  in  doubt,  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
whole  will  be  identified. 

The  churchwardens  let  this  land  at  the  rent  of  4/.  185.  3d. 

The  rent  is  laid  out,  with  other  monies  supplied  by  the  parish,  in  coal  for 
the  use  of  the  poor. 

Joseph  Houlstead’s  Charity. 

Joseph  Hoidstead,  by  his  Will,  dated  30th  May  1722,  amongst  other  dispo-  Joseph  Houlstead's 
sitions,  gave  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Chanty. 
Westbury  for  the  time  being  the  sum  of  20/.,  to  be  by  them  placed  at  interest 
upon  the  best  security  that  could  be  obtained  for  the  same,  and  the  interest  to 
be  paid  for  the  education  and  keeping  of  two  poor  boys  of  Westbury  parish  at 
school,  to  be  nominated  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish 
for  the  time  being. 

The  20/.  appears  to  have  been  blended  with  the  parish-stock,  and  expended, 
but  the  parish  has  continued  to  make  good  the  interest  of  five  per  cent,  out  of 
the  rates,  which  interest  is  paid  by  the  churchwardens  to  the  schoolmaster 
of  the  parish  towards  his  salary. 

Elizabeth  Evans’s  Charity. 

Church-table. — “ Mrs.  Elizabeth  Evans  gave  by  Will  to  this  parish  20/.,  the 
interest  of  which  is  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  on 
St.  Thomas’s-day  yearly,  for  ever.” 

That  20/.  was  for  a great  many  years  laid  out  on  private  security,  but  it  is 
now  vested  in  the  Newnham  Savings  Bank,  and  the  interest  received  on  account 
of  it  is  laid  out  in  bread,  which  is  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  as  directed 
by  the  donor. 

Parish  Lands. 

The  parish  is  in  possession  of  several  small  parcels  of  land,  which  are  enu-  Parish  Lands, 
merated  in  a terrier  made  in  the  year  1773,  for  their  title  to  which  no  certain 
traces  now  exist ; but  the  uses  of  which,  according  to  the  same  terrier,  are  as 
follow  : 

The  yearly  rent  of  the  land  called  Church  Lands  has  been  always  applied 
towards  the  repairs  of  the  church.  The  present  rent  is  17/.  17^* 

On  some  other  part  of  the  parish-lands,  of  which  they  have  been  in  possession 
from  time  immemorial,  a house  of  industry  was  built  about  40  years  ago,  and 
about  the  same  period  another  part  was  taken  into  the  churchyard. 

A small  chief-rent  of  3s.  8 d.,  arising  out  of  a messuage  in  the  tithing  of 
Westbury,  which  was  given  to  the  parish  at  a distant  period,  by  a person 
unknown,  is  still  in  the  course  of  payment,  and  added  to  the  yearly  expenditure 
in  coals  for  the  poor. 
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PARISH  OF  WOOLASTONE. 

Charities  of  Margaret  Clayton. 

By  an  Indenture,  dated  20th  September,  37  Elizabeth,  between  William  Woolastone. 

Pynner  of  Chepstow,  in  the  county  of  Monmouth,  of  the  first  part,  Richard  — 
Clayton,  of  the  same  place,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  of  the  second  part,  and  ..  cbarit^s  of 
Edmond  Madocke  and  other  persons  therein  mentioned,  of  the  third  part,  it  ar£aret  ari°n. 
is  witnessed,  that  the  said  William  Pynner,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  83/. 
paid  to  him  by  the  said  Margaret,  did  grant  unto  the  said  Edmond  Madocke, 
and  other  persons  of  the  third  part,  one  annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  31.  8 s.  Sd., 
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Woolastone. 

Charities  of 
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to  be  issuing  out  of  the  lands  and  hereditaments  of  the  said  William  Pynner, 
situate  within  the  town,  parish'  or  hamlets  of  Chepstow  aforesaid,  then  in  the 
possession  of  the  said  Richard  Clayton  and  Margaret,  or  their  assigns,  and 
also  out  of  a house,  garden  and  orchard  of  the  said  William  Pynner,  lately 
bought  of  one  John  Philippe,  in  the  said  parish,  and  also  out  of  a mead,  con- 
taining by  estimation  three  acres,  which  the  said  William  Pynner  had  pur- 
chased of  William  Aikins,  and  likewise  out  of  two  acres  of  pasture,  lying  in 
ground  called  the  Solliddews,  situate  in  the  said  parish  of  Chepstow ; to 
hold  the  said  annuity  to  them  and  their  heirs  ; with  powers  of  distress  and 
entry.  And  the  said  Edmond  Madocke  and  others,  the  trustees  therein  named, 
of  the  third  part,  did  thereby  covenant  and  grant  to  and  with  the  said  Richard 
and  Margaret  to  pay  the  said  annuity  of  31.  8 s.  8 d.  for  ever,  to  and  for  the 
relief  of  poor  people,  in  manner  following;  viz.  24s.  8 d.,  parcel  thereof,  to  the 
churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Chepstow  for  the  time  being,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day, 
and  every  Good  Friday,  by  even  portions,  whereof  20s.  of  the  said  24<s.  8d. 
should  be  by  the  said  churchwardens,  on  the  said  days,  bestowred  on  the  poor 
people  of  the  said  parish  of  Chepstow,  and  2s.  thereof  yearly,  for  ever,  towards  the 
maintenance  of  two  decent  carpets,  one  for  the  communion-table,  and  the  other 
to  be  placed  for  the  women  who  come  there  to  be  churched;  and  the  8 d.,  for 
ever,  to  be  paid  to  the  clerk  for  keeping  the  carpet9  in  order ; and  the  church- 
wardens wrere  to  reserve  the  2 s.  residue  for  their  own  use,  tor  their  trouble 
about  the  same  things ; and  if  the  churchwardens  should  neglect  the  payment 
thereof,  the  said  24  s.  8d.  was  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish 
of  Tidenham,  in  Gloucestershire,  for  the  poor  people  of  that  parish.  And 
one  other  sum  of  22s.,  other  parcel  of  the  said  annuity,  was  to  be  paid  to  the 
churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Woolastone,  to  be  by  them  bestowed  upon  the 
poor  people  of  that  parish,  the  said  churchwardens  reserving  yearly,  tor  ever, 
out  of  the  said  sum  of  22s.  2s.  for  their  own  use  ; and  if  the  said  church- 
wardens of  Woolastone  should  neglect  such  payment,  then  that  the  said  22s.  last 
above  mentioned  should  during  the  three  years  next  ensuing  every  such  negli- 
gence be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Avington,  in  the  county 
of  Gloucester,  to  be  by  them  bestowed  among  the  poor  people  of  that  parish, 
for  their  relief ; and  the  remaining  sum  of  22  s.,  residue  of  the  said  annuity, 
should  be  paid  to  the  bailiffs  of  the  town  of  Chepstow  for  the  time  being, 
whereof  20s.  should  be  by  them  paid  to  a schoolmistress  of  the  town  of 
Chepstow  aforesaid,  for  the  teaching  of  such  poor  man’s  daughter  of  the  said 
town  as  the  said  bailiffs  should  think  requisite  and  meet,  and  in  default  of  such 
schoolmistress,  the  sum  of  20s.  should  be  paid  to  a schoolmaster  of  Chepstow, 
for  the  teaching  of  such  poor  man’s  son  of  the  said  towm  as  the  said  bailiffs 
should  think  meet,  such  bailiff's  reserving  the  2s.,  the  residue  of  the  said  22s., 
for  their  own  use,  for  their  pains. 

This  annuity  of  22s.  coming  to  Woolastone  has  always  been  regularly  paid 
to  the  churchwardens  by  the  proprietors  of  some  premises  in  Chepstow. 

The  customary  mode  of  disposing  of  the  20s.  has  been  by  giving  2s.  6d.  to 
each  of  eight  poor  widows,  who  are  selected  by  the  churchwardens. 

By  an  Indenture,  dated  20th  February,  13  Jac.  I.,  between  Margaret 
Clayton,  widow,  of  the  first  part,  William  Alday,  and  Philip  Flower,  therein 
described,  of  the  second  part,  Richard  Pearce  and  John  Bowen,  bailiffs  of  the 
towrn  of  Chepstow,  of  the  third  part,  and  Edmond  Madocke,  of  the  parish  of 
Woolastone,  and  William  Gough,  of  the  same  parish,  of  the  fourth  part; 
reciting,  that  the  said  Richard  Clayton,  late  husband  of  the  said  Margaret,  had 
by  his  last  Will,  dated  23d  July  1605,  bequeathed,  for  the  teaching  of  13  poor 
scholars  of  the  town  of  Chepstow,  the  sum  of  6)1.  13s.  4 d.  to  be  paid  at  the 
times  therein  mentioned,  which  said  poor  children  were  to  be  appointed  by  the 
then  bailiffs  or  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  of  Chepstow  ; and  that  for  the 
settling  of  the  said  annuity  of  6/.  13s.  4 d.,  the  said  Richard  Clayton  had 
appointed  the  said  Margaret,  his  widow,  to  dispose  of  so  much  land  or  money 
as  would  pay  or  discharge  the  same;  which  said  sum  of  61.  13/.  4 d.  the  said 
Margaret  had  continued  to  pay  since  the  death  of  the  said  Richard  Clayton : 
It  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  Margaret  Clayton,  as  well  for  the  performance  of 
the  said  will  of  the  said  Richard  Clayton,  as  for  a further  benevolence  to  be 
freely  given  by  the  said  Margaret  Clayton,  viz.  the  schooling  of  one  scholar 
more,  within  tlie  said  town  of  Chepstow,  so  as  that  the  whole  number  of 
scholars  would  be  14,  a noble  being  added  yearly  unto  the  said  sum  of 
61.  1 3s.  4 d.,  which  would  amount  unto  the  sum  of  'll. ; as  also  for  and  towards 
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the  teaching  of  four  other  poor  scholars  within  the  parish  of  Woolastone,  in  Woolastone. 
the  county  of  Gloucester,  and  for  other  charitable  uses  thereinafter  expressed,  , — 
did  thereby  grant  unto  the  said  William  Alday  and  Philip  Flower  all  that  one  Marga^t'Sa^ton 
messuage  or  tenement,  barn,  orchard  and  garden,  with  the  appurtenances,  ‘ continued.  ' 

together  with  all  closes  and  parcels  of  arable,  meadow,  and  pasture,  situate  v ^ a 

within  the  parish  of  Itton,  in  the  county  of  Monmouth,  between  the  lands 
of  George  Morgan,  esq.,  on  the  east  part ; the  lands  in  the  tenure  of  one 
Meredith  Ilemey  on  the  north  part ; the  commons  there,  and  the  Brook  called 
Poolnerrick  Brook  on  the  west  and  south  part ; and  also  a parcel  of  meadow- 
ground  called  Pannsmead,  containing  eight  acres  j and  another  close  of 
pasture  and  wood  called  Kaypisquodline,  containing  two  acres,  in  the  parish 
of  Shernewtowne,  in  the  county  of  Monmouth,  between  the  way  leading  from 
Shernewtowne  and  Itton’s  Hill  on  the  east  side  the  common,  and  the  way 
there  leading  to  the  tucking-mill  in  the  said  parish  of  Shernewtowne,  on  the 
south  and  west  sides,  and  a brook  of  water  called  the  Panns  Brook  on  the 
north  side;  To  hold  the  said  premises  unto  the  said  William  Alday  and  Philip 
Flower,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  for  ever  there- 
after pay,  yearly  and  half  yearly,  towards  the  teaching  and  schooling  of  14  poor 
scholars,  who  should  be  the  sons  of  poor  men  dwelling  within  the  said  parish 
and  town  of  Chepstow,  the  sum  of  7 1-  to  he  issuing  out  of  the  said  premises, 
which  said  sum  of  7 was  to  be  given  as  follows  ; 6 /.  13  s.  4 d.  for  the 
schooling  of  13  poor  scholars  according  to  the  last  will  of  the  said  Richard 
Clayton,  the  same  scholars  to  be  nominated  by  the  said  bailiffs  and  church- 
wardens of  the  said  town  of  Chepstow,  and  the  other  6 s.  8 d.,  which  was  given 
by  the  said  Margaret  Clayton,  for  the  schooling  of  one  scholar  more,  dwelling 
within  the  parish  or  town  of  Chepstow'  aforesaid,  such  scholar  to  be  nominated 
by  the  said  William  and  Philip,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  make  up  the  full 
number  of  14  poor  scholars  ; and  also  to  the  intent  that  the  said  William  Alday 
and  Philip  Flower,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  pay  towards  the  schooling  of 
four  poor  scholars,  who  should  be  sons  of  four  poor  men  dwelling  in  the  said 
parish  of  Woolastone,  the  sum  of  405.  to  be  issuing  for  ever  out  of  the  said  lands 
and  tenements,  the  same  scholars  to  be  nominated  from  time  to  time  by  the 
said  Edmond  Madocke  and  William  Gough,  and  their  heirs,  for  ever,  or  by 
the  churchwardens  of  the  same  parish  ; and  if  there  should  be  no  poor  mens 
children  of  the  town  of  Woolastone  to  be  taught  as  aforesaid,  then  that  the 
said  sum  of  40  s.  should  be  yearly  given  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  poor 
people  born  and  dwelling  in  the  said  parish  of  Woolastone,  to  be  distributed  at 
the  discretion  of  the  said  churchwardens. 

The  said  deed  contained  full  powers  of  entry  and  distress  for  compelling 
payment  of  the  said  annuities. 

The  40  5.  coming  to  Woolastone  parish  were  regularly  paid,  by  the  proprietor 
or  proprietors  of  the  hereditaments  charged  with  the  payment  thereof,  to 
a schoolmaster  in  the  parish  of  Woolastone  till  within  the  last  seven  years,  who 
in  consideration  of  the  same  taught  four  poor  children. 

About  seven  years  ago  a school  was  established  on  the  national  plan  in 
Woolastone,  towards  the  support  of  which  the  40  5.  is  now  applied,  the  master 
being  appointed  by  the  subscribers.  This  school  is  under  the  particular 
superintendence  of  the  minister,  who  visits  it  from  time  to  time. 

Thomas  James’s  Charity. 

Church-table: — “ Mr.  Thomas  Jamies,  alderman  of  Bristol,  gave  100/.,  to  Thomas  James's 
be  lent  by  the  churchwardens  to  employ  10  poor  widows  in  spinning,  Charity, 

each  widow  to  have  the  use  of  10/.  for  12  years,  without  interest,  giving 
sufficient  security  for  the  re-payment  of  the  principal  at  the  expiration  of 
that  term.” 

Only  50/.  of  that  sum  now  remains  to  the  parish,  the  other  50/.  having  been 
lost,  probably  by  the  failure  of  those  to  whom  it  had  been  lent. 

Of  the  remaining  50/.,  20/.  is  lent  out  to  a respectable  inhabitant,  who  has 
given  his  note  of  hand  for  the  same,  and  deposited  the  title-deeds  of  his  estate 
in  the  parish-chest  as  a collateral  security.  The  30/.  remains  in  the  hands  of 
the  churchwardens. 

The  interest  of  the  50  /.  has  been  appropriated  for  several  years  towards  the 
support  of  a school  in  the  parish,  it  having  been  found  impracticable  to  bestow 
it  in  the  way  directed  by  the  donor. 
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It  is  proposed  to  lend  the  30 1.  now  in  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens  to 
some  substantial  inhabitant,  on  his  giving  sufficient  security,  at  interest,  such 
interest  to  be  applied  as  it  hitherto  has  been,  or  in  any  other  way  for  the  benefit 
of  the  the  poor,  as  may  be  thought  most  advantageous  by  the  minister  and 
churchwardens. 

Mary  Smart’s  Charity. 

By  an  Indenture,  bearing  date  10th  April  1685,  Elizabeth  Smart,  of 
Woolastone,  reciting  a gift  of  20  s.  by  her  sister  Mary  Smart,  to  be  laid  out  in 
bread  for  such  poor  widows  and  fatherless  children  as  should  be  residing  within 
the  parish  of  Woolastone,  for  perpetuating  the  said  gift,  did  thereby  grant  unto 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  for  ever,  the 
the  said  sum  or  yearly  rent  of  20  s.,  to  be  issuing  out  of  a tenement  or  dwelling- 
house,  and  a piece  of  meadow-ground  adjoining,  containing  one  acre  and 
an  half,  situate  at  Noverend,  in  the  said  parish  of  Woolastone,  and  out  of 
another  piece  of  meadow  ground,  containing  by  estimation  one  acre  and  a half, 
lying  between  the  common  there  called  Alstone  Meende,  on  the  west,  Souter’s 
Lane  on  the  south,  lands  of  Thomas  James,  of  Soylwell,  on  the  east,  and  the 
street  called  Noverend  on  the  north  ; upon  trust,  that  they  should  yearly,  for 
ever,  therewith  provide  so  many  fourpenny  loaves  of  good  bread  as  the  said  sum 
should  extend  unto,  and  give  such  bread  unto  such  poor  widows  and  fatherless 
children  as  should  be  dwelling  in  the  said  parish,  with  power  of  entry  and 
distress  for  compelling  payment  thereof. 

This  20 s.  has  been  always  regularly  paid  by  the  proprietor  of  the  land  to  the 
churchwardens,  who  have  distributed  the  same  among  the  poor. 

Henry  Newland’s  Charity. 

A house  standing  near  the  churchyard,  called  the  Church-house,  with  a small 
plot  of  garden-ground,  had  been  long  in  the  possession  of  the  parish,  without 
any  vestige  of  its  origin  except  what  is  recorded  on  the  board  in  the  church, 
which  is  to  the  effect  following  : 

“ Henry  Newland,  abbot  of  Tintern,  gave  the  Church-house  and  green, 
1501.” 

That  house  was  about  10  years  ago  pulled  down,  and  another  built  upon  the 
site  of  it,  containing  five  lodgings,  which  are  occupied  by  five  poor  widows 
put  in  by  the  parish. 

The  parish  has  also  from  time  immemorial  been  in  possession  of  a piece  of 
ground  consisting  of  about  an  acre,  which  is  called  the  Church-acre,  situate  in 
a farm  called  Plusterwine  Farm  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

One  pound  per  annum,  the  rent  thereof,  is  received  by  the  churchwarden  ; 
this  used  to  be  blended  with  the  church-rates,  but  now,  with  the  consent  of  the 
parishioners,  it  is  applied  to  the  support  of  the  school. 

The  neighbouring  parish  of  Alvington  has  also  half  an  acre  of  land,  situate 
very  near  the  Church-acre,  said  to  belong  to  Woolastone. 

It  let  for  105.  a year,  and  the  rent  has  been  usually  applied  towards  the  repara- 
tions of  the  church  at  Alvington  ; it  is  now  added  to  the  income  of  the  school 
at  Woolastone,  in  consideration  of  which  Alvington  participates  in  the  benefits 
of  that  establishment. 
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Hundred  of  West  Derby. 

Parish  of  Aughton: 

Sutch’s  charity. 

Poor’s  money. 

Parish  of  Halsall: 

Stanley’s  charity. 

Township  of  Halsall  and 
Downholland : 

Halsall’s  charity  for  school 
and  poor. 

Township  of  Halsall: 

Charities  of  Haskeyne  and 
others. 

Watkinson’s  charity. 

Township  of  Downholland : 

Charities  of  Simpkiu  and 
others. 

Plumb’s  charity. 

Township  of  Lydiate : 

G core’s  charity. 

Township  of  Maghull : 

School. 

Poors  money. 

Township  of  Melling  with 
Cunscough : 

School. 

Poors  Stock. 

Richard  and  John  Tatlock’s 
charities. 

Parish  of  Leigh : 

Grammar-school. 

Travers’s  charity. 

Sale’s  charity. 

West  Leigh  rentcharge. 
Richard  Hilton’s  charity. 

Township  of  Astley : 

School. 

Charities  of  Adam  and 
Thomas  Alort. 

Parr’s  charity. 

Charities  of  Whalley  and 
others. 

Parkinson’s  charity. 

Township  of  Bedford: 

Richard  and  Catherine 
Spakeman’s  charity. 
Lythgoe’s  charity. 

Samuel  Hilton’s  charity. 
Adam  Alort's  charity. 

Township  of  Pennington : 

Bradshaw’s  charity. 
Charities  of  James  and 
Rardell  Wright. 


Township  of  Pennington  : — con- 
tinued. 

Charities  of  Bolton  and 
Starkey. 

Township  of  Tyldesley: 

Richard  and  Catherine 
Spakeman’s  charity. 
Parr’s  charity. 

Adam  Mort’s  charity. 
Guest’s  charity. 

Township  of  West  Leigh: 

Charities  of  France  and 
others. 

Parish  of  North  Meoles  : 

School. 

Rymer’s  charity. 

Hundred  of  Salford. 

Parish  of  Bolton-le-Moors : 

Free  Grammar-school. 
Gosnell’s  charity. 

Lomax’s  charity. 

Hulton’s  charity. 

Guest’s  charity. 

Township  of  Great  Bolton: 

Alarsden’s  charity-school. 
Brookes’s  charity. 

Parker’s  charity. 

Donor  unknown. 
Crompton’s  charity. 
Astley’s  charity. 

Cocker’s  charity. 
Aspindell’s  charity. 
Charities  of  Adam  and 
Thomas  Mort. 

High  Style  school. 

Township  of  Little  Bolton  : 

Stones’s  charity. 
Greenhalgh’s  charity. 
Wright’s  and  other  chari- 
ties. 

Township  of  Anglezark : 

Charities  of  John  and 
George  Shaw. 

Township  of  Blackrod : 

Grammar-school. 
Exhibition. 

Charities  of  Turner  and 
others. 

Lost  charities. 

Township  of  Breightmet : 

Roscow  Fold  school. 
Parker’s  charity. 

Township  of  Edgeworth : 
School. 

P 4 


Township  of  Entwistle : 

Donor  unknown. 

Brandwood’s  charity. 

Township  of  Harwood : 

Goodwin’s  and  Brooks’s 
charities. 

Township  of  Darcy  Lever  : 

Brownlow’s  and  other  cha- 
rities. 

Township  of  Little  Lever : 
School. 

Township  of  Lostock  : 
Chewmoor  school. 

Township  of  Rivington : 

Free  Grammar-school. 
Broadhurst’s  charity. 
Charities  of  John  and  of 
George  Shaw. 

Charnley’s  charities. 

Township  of  Sharpies : 

Eagley  Bridge  school. 

Township  of  Tonge  with 
Haulgh  : 

School  allotment. 
Brownlow's  charity. 

High  Style  school. 

Township  of  Turton  : 

School. 

Abigail  Chetham’s  charity. 
Humphrey  Chetham’s  cha- 
rity for  the  poor. 

Eagley  Bridge  school. 
Smalley’s  charity. 

Walmsley  school. 

Parish  of  Bury : 

Grammar-school. 

Guest’s  charity. 

Rothwell’s  charity. 

Banks’s  charity. 

Lomax’s  charity. 

Townships  of  Bury,  Heap, 
Elton  and  Walmsley: 

Waring’s  charity. 

Township  of  Bury : 

Shepherd’s  charity. 

Yates’s  charity. 

Township  of  Elton  : 

Howard’s  Charity. 

Township  of  Heap  and  Hay- 
wood : 

Haywood  school. 
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Township  oi  Heap  and  Hay- 
vood — continued. 

Haworth’s  charity. 

Nuttall's  charity. 

Bamford’s  charities. 

Township  of  Walmsley  : 
Baldingstone  school. 
Richard  Haworth’s  charity. 

Township  of  Tottington 
Lower  End  : 

Tottington  school. 

Bridge’s  charity. 

Buckley’s  charity* 

Township  of  Tottington 
Higher  End  : 

Edenfield  school* 

Eden  field  Sunday-school. 

Township  of  Cowpe  Lench, 
New  Hall  Hay,  and  Hall 
Carr : 

Guest’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Dean  : 

Guest’s  charity. 

Donor  unknown. 

Charities  of  Seddon  and 
Mort. 

Township  of  Farnworth : 

Dixon  Green  school. 
Rishton’s  charity. 

Township  of  Horwich  : 

Charities  of  Pilkington  and 
Morris. 

Greenalgh’s  Charity. 

Township  of  Little  Hulton  : 

Adam  Mort’s  charity. 
Donor  unknown. 

Township  of  Middle  Hulton : 

Dame  Dorothy  Leigh’s 
charity. 


Township  of  Kearsley. 

High  Style  school. 
Greenalgh’s  charity. 

Cross’s  charity. 

Baguley’s  charities. 
Charities  of  Seddon  and 
Rishton. 

Township  of  Rum  worth : 

Dean  church  school,  and 
charities  of  Ralph  and 
James  Crompton  for  the 
poor. 

Lathwaite’s  Dole. 

Township  of  West  Houghton  : 
School. 

Wingate’s  School. 

Charities  of  Ryecrot  and 
France. 

Parish  of  Middleton : 

G ram  m ar-school. 

Guest’s  charity. 

Stock’s  charity. 

Charities  of  Catherine  Hop- 
wood  and  others. 
Hopwood  school. 

Township  of  Middleton : 

Moss’s  charity. 

Buckley’s  charity. 

Township  of  Ainsworth : 
School. 

Township  of  Hopwood: 

Charities  of  Lancashire 
and  others. 

Doctor  Hopwood’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Radcliffe : 

Guest’s  charity. 

Charities  of  Wroe  and 
Lawson. 

Yates’s  charity. 


Parish  of  Rochdale : 

Grammar-school. 

Free  English  school. 
Gartside’s  charity. 
Grantham’s  charity. 

Holt’s  charity. 

Kenyon's  charity. 
Whitworth’s  charity. 

Township  of  Butterworth : 

Milnrow  school. 

Hill’s  charities  for  Hol- 
lingworth  and  Ogden 
Schools,  &c. 
Butterworth’s  charity. 

Township  of  Hundersfield: 

Littleborough  school. 
Wolfenden’s  charity. 

Township  of  Spotland : 

Toad-lane  school. 
Whitworth  free-school. 
Brearley’s  charity. 
Shepherd’s  charity. 

Guest’s  charity. 

Township  of  Todmorden  and 
Walsden : 

School. 

Clegg’s  charity. 

Chapelry  of  Saddleworth : 

Warmpton  school. 

Lydgate  school. 

Walker’s  charity. 
Boarshurst  school. 
Buckley’s  charity. 
Scholfield’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Eccles : 

Township  of  Worsley : 

Dame  Dorothy  Leigh’s 
Charity. 

Parish  of  Manchester : 
Partington’s  charity. 


COUNTY  PALATINE  OF  LANCASTER. 

PARISH  OF  AUGHTON. 

Sutch’s  Charity. 

Aughton-  BY  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  21st  and  22nd  Decem- 

; . ber  1703,  between  William  Sutch,  of  Snape,  of  the  one  part,  and  William 

^Sutch  s Charity.  jameson>  William  Balshaw,  and  three  others,  of  the  other  part,  the  said 
^ William  Sutch  being  seised  in  fee  of  two  closes  called  the  Little  Hey  and 

the  Long  Hey,  in  Aughton,  the  former  containing  about  an  acre  and  a 
half,  and  the  latter  three  acres,  of  the  large  measure  there  used  ; and  being 
desirous  to  settle  the  same,  conveyed  to  the  said  William  Jameson  and  others, 
the  two  closes  before  mentioned,  to  hold  the  same  to  them,  and  the  survivors 
and  survivor  of  them,  and  his  and  their  heirs,  in  trust  for  the  said  William  Sutch 
for  life,  and  after  his  decease,  as  to  the  Long  Hey,  to  the  use  of  the  said 
William  Jameson  and  his  assigns  for  life ; and  as  to  the  Little  Hey,  after  the 
death  of  the  said  William  Sutch,  and  as  to  the  Long  Hey,  after  the  death  of  the 
said  William  Jameson,  upon  trust,  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  for  the 

use 
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use  of  the  most  poor  indigent  people  within  the  parish  of  Anghton  and  the 
town  of  Snape,  to  be  divided  between  them  in  the  manner  thereinafter  men- 
tioned, namely,  that  the  said  trustees  should  yearly,  on  the  Monday  after 
Christmas-day,  together  with  the  rector  of  Aughton,  distribute  the  rents, 
after  payment  of  the  chief-rents  and  taxes,  and  the  yearly  sum  of  3s.  to  be 
allowed  for  the  entertainment  of  the  trustees  at  the  distribution  thereof  (except 
the  sum  of  1 2$.  yearly,)  in  corn,  monies,  or  other  necessaries,  as  they  should 
think  tit,  amongst  the  most  poor  and  indigent  people  of  Aughton,  and  should 
pay  to  the  said  William  Balshaw  and  his  heirs,  and  the  constable  of  Snape, 
if  residing  there,  the  said  sum  of  12$. ; 10$.  thereof  to  be  distributed  by  the 
said  William  Balshaw,  and  the  said  constable,  his  and  their  heirs  and  successors, 
or  in  default  of  a constable,  then  by  the  said  William  Balshaw  and  his  heirs 
only,  at  the  time  aforesaid,  amongst  the  most  poor  and  indigent  people  of  the 
town  of  Snape,  as  the  said  William  Balshaw  and  his  heirs,  and  the  constable, 
should  think  fit,  and  2$.  to  be  kept  for  their  entertainment  at  the  distribution 
thereof. 

We  cannot  discover  that  any  new  trustees  have  been  appointed ; and  for 
upwards  of  40  years  the  rector,  and  churchwardens  and  overseers,  have  acted 
as  trustees  in  letting  the  land  and  receiving  the  rents. 

The  property  consists  of  two  fields  in  Aughton,  lying  together,,  containing 
about  41  acres,  at  8 yards  to  the  perch,  and  also  a parcel  of  moss-land, 
containing  3r.  3p.  statute-measure,  allotted  thereto  in  1819,  and  only  separated 
from  the  old  inclosure  by  a road. 

The  whole  is  now  let  to  Henry  Underwood,  junior,  for  21  years  from  2nd 
February  1819,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  14/.  10$.,  the  tenant  undertaking  to  fence, 
level,  marl,  and  improve  the  new  allotment.  This  is  a good  rent.  A memo- 
randum of  the  letting  was  entered  in  the  vestry-book  in  the  year  1820,  but  no 
lease  has  been  drawn  up. 

There  is  also  a sum  of  21/.  9$’*  belonging  to  this  charity,  which  was  the 
produce  of  marl  sold  from  Little  Hey  about  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  and  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  Peter  Barton,  overseer  and  parish-clerk,  who  pays  17$. 
yearly  as  the  interest,  at  four  per-cent. 

Out  of  the  rent,  12$.  is  paid  to  the  constable  of  Snape,  and  the  residue,  with 
the  interest  above  mentioned,  3$.  being  retained  by  the  distributors,  is  disposed 
of  as  stated  under  the  following  head. 

Poor’s  Money. 

The  sum  of  60/.  belonging  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  is  secured  upon  the 
tolls  of  the  turnpike-road  from  Liverpool  to  Preston.  It  is  not  known  from 
whom  this  money  was  derived.  The  rate  of  interest  has  varied  from  time  to 
time,  but  notice  has  been  given  that  it  will  be  paid  in  future  at  the  rate  of 
4f  per-cent. 

This  interest  is  added  to  the  produce  of  Sutch’s  charity,  and  the  whole, 
amounting  to  between  17/.  and  18/.  yearly,  is  divided  into  two  portions,  one  of 
which  is  distributed  on  the  Monday  after  Christmas,  and  the  other  on  Good 
Friday,  by  the  rector  and  parish-officers  at  the  vestry,  to  about  40  persons 
not  receiving  parochial  relief,  in  sums  varying  from  3$.  to  5s. 


PARISH  OF  HALSALL. 

Stanley’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  the  Table  of  Benefactions,  in  Halsall  Church,  that  the 
Honourable  and  Reverend  John  Stanley , (who  was  rector  of  Halsall  in  1770,) 
gave  the  interest  of  501.  to  purchase  bibles  and  prayer-books,  to  be  given  to 
poor  families  of  the  parish  of  Halsall. 

This  sum  of  50/.  is  secured  on  the  tolls  of  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal, 
together  with  180/.  arising  from  Watkinson’s  Charity  hereafter  mentioned. 
The  interest  has  varied  from  time  to  time,  but  notice  lias  been  given  that  it 
will  be  paid  in  future  at  the  rate  of  4 \ per  cent. 

This  charity  is  under  the  management  of  the  churchwarden,  who  disposes 
of  the  income  in  the  purchase  of  bibles  and  prayer-books,  of  the  Society  for 
promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  and  distributes  them  to  poor  persons  of  the 
parish. 
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TOWNSHIPS  OF  HALS, ILL  AND  DOWNHOLLAND. 


Halsall  and  Down- 
liolland. 

Ilalsall’s  Charity 
for  School  and 
Poor, 
continued. 

v. J 


FIalsall’s  Charity  for  School  and  Poor. 

By  Deed-Poll,  bearing  date  1st  March  1593,  reciting  that  Edward 
Halsall , esquire,  had  theretofore  conveyed  to  certain  feoffees  all  his  lands 
and  tenements  in  Eccleston,  and  in  the  manor  of  Burtonhead,  in  Sutton, 
and  all  other  his  lands  and  tenements  in  Sutton  and  Ditton,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  to  the  use  of  himself,  for  life,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body, 
and  for  default  of  such  issue,  part  thereof  to  the  use  of  his  wife,  for  her 
life,  and  after  her  decease,  as  to  such  part,  and  as  to  the  residue  thereof  after 
his  own  death,  to  such  uses  as  he  should  by  his  will  or  by  deed  appoint;  the 
said  Edward  Halsall  appointed  that  the  said  feoffees  should  be  seised  of  the  said 
estates  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  and  after  his  death  without  issue  as  aforesaid, 
to  the  use  of  Henry  Eccleston,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  and  in  default 
of  such  issue,  to  the  use  of  other  persons  of  the  name  of  Eccleston  and  Halsall 
successively,  and  the  ultimate  remainder  to  the  use  of  the  right  heirs  of  the  said 
Henry  Eccleston.  And  he  directed  that,  if  the  said  Henry  Eccleston,  or  any 
other  person  or  persons  to  whom  any  use  or  remainder  of  the  said  premises 
was  limited,  should  not  from  time  to  time,  from  and  after  such  use  or  remainder 
should  come  to  them,  pay  the  sum  of  13/.  6s.  8 d.  towards  the  maintenance 
of  a free  grammar-school  at  Halsall ; or  after  default  of  the  said  school  at 
Halsall,  towards  the  maintenance  of  a free  grammar-school  in  the  parish 
of  Prescot,  in  such  manner  and  according  to  such  directions  as  were  there- 
inafter specified ; and  if  the  parties  aforesaid  should  not  yearly  pay  to 
the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Halsall  who  should  from  time  to  time 
be  appointed  to  serve  for  the  townships  of  Halsall  and  Downholland,  a fur- 
ther sum  of  13/.  6^.  8 d.  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  within  the  said  parish 
of  Halsall,  in  every  such  case,  immediately  upon  the  breach  or  default  in 
performance  of  the  matters  aforesaid,  his  said  feoffees  should  stand  seised 
of  the  said  premises  to  the  use  of  the  person,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  to 
whom  the  use  or  remainder  thereof  was  next  appointed ; and  as  touching  the 
manner  of  payment  of  the  said  several  sums  of  13/.  6s.  8 d.,  he  directed  that 
the  same  should  be  paid  on  the  feast-days  of  Pentecost  and  Saint  Martin  the 
Bishop,  in  winter,  or  within  ten  days  afterwards,  in  the  porch  of  the  parish- 
church  of  Halsall ; or  if  the  school  should  be  within  the  parish  of  Prescot,  that 
then  20  marks  should  be  paid  in  the  porch  of  the  parish-church  of  Prescot ; and 
he  further  directed,  that,  if  at  any  time  thereafter  the  lords  of  the  manor  of  Hal- 
sall, or  the  parson  of  the  said  parish,  or  any  persons  by  their  appointment,  should 
alter  or  convert  the  building  which  he  intended  to  erect  on  some  parcel  of  land 
within  the  said  manor,  adjoining  to  the  church,  whereunto  scholars  might  from 
time  to  time  have  free  access,  to  be  there  taught  by  the  schoolmaster  as  therein- 
after expressed,  to  any  other  use  than  for  a school-house,  or  if,  after  the  decease 
of  himself  and  Ann  his  wife,  and  lack  of  heirs  male  of  his  body,  default  should 
be  had  of  a free  grammar-school  at  Halsall  for  one  quarter  of  a year  together 
for  want  of  a schoolmaster  to  teach,  or  if  any  person  should  be  admitted  to 
teach  school  there,  other  than  such  as  should  be  sufficiently  learned,  and  well 
able  to  instruct  the  scholars  in  grammar,  poetry,  and  good  Latin  authors, 
the  payment  of  the  said  20  marks  appointed  for  the  said  school  at  Halsall  should 
then  cease,  and  should  be  no  longer  payable  to  any  person  teaching  school 
there,  but  should  be  paid  for  the  maintenance  of  a free  grammar-school  within 
the  parish  of  Prescot,  during  such  time  as  such  school  should  be  continued 
there,  without  intermission,  lor  want  of  a schoolmaster  or  other  cause,  for  two 
months  together,  and  that  from  thenceforth  the  same  should  be  paid  to  the 
churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  of  Halsall  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  And  he 
directed  that  the  lord  of  the  said  manor  of  Halsall,  being  of  the  full  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and,  during  his  nonage,  the  parson  of  the  said  parish  should 
have  the  nomination  of  the  person  who  should  teach  the  said  school  at  Halsall, 
as  often  as  occasion  should  require  ; and  that  Henry  Eccleston,  during  his  life, 
and  after  his  decease  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Eccleston,  being  of  full  age, 
and,  during  his  minority,  the  most  ancient  man  of  his  name,  being  the  nearest 
of  his  kin,  should  have  the  like  power  touching  the  schoolmaster  of  Prescot. 
And  as  concerning  the  several  sums  appointed  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens 
of  Halsall,  that  is  to  say,  the  one  immediately  after  the  determination  of  the 
particular  estates  in  his  former  conveyances  mentioned,  and  the  other  after  the 
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decay  of  both  the  schools  in  Halsall  and  Prescot,  he  directed  that  the  said  Halsall  and  Down- 
churchwardens,  and  their  successors,  should  yearly  bestow,  of  the  first-men- 
tioned 20  marks,  upon  six  of  the  most  needy  and  impotent  persons  born  and 
inhabitants  within  the  township  of  Halsall,  to  be  appointed  from  time  to  time 
by  the  lord  of  the  said  township,  being  of  full  age,  and,  during  his  minority, 
by  the  parson  of  the  said  parish,  to  each  of  them  the  sum  of  40s.,  and  the 
residue  for  the  relief  of  needy  and  impotent  persons  inhabiting  within  the  town- 
ship of  Downholland,  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  so  that  they  should  not  be 
enforced  to  stray  or  wander  abroad,  but  live  amongst  their  friends  within  the 
said  townships ; that  the  same  should  be  paid  by  the  churchwardens  to  the  said 
poor  as  soon  as  the  said  sum  of  20  marks  should  come  to  their  hands,  and  that 
the  said  poor  so  to  be  appointed  should  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  said  relief  during 
their  lives,  unless  they  should  be  thought  unworthy  thereof  by  the  said  lord  or 
parson  for  some  fault,  or  other  heinous  offence  ; and  that  they  should  distribute 
the  other  sum  of  20  marks  to  such  competent  number  of  poor  and  needy 
persons  within  the  said  townships  as  should  suffice  for  their  maintenance.  And 
in  default  of  payment  of  the  said  stipends,  or  if  the  particular  estates  should  by 
death,  forfeiture,  or  otherwise,  determine,  so  that  the  premises  should  not  be 
chargeable  with  the  said  payments,  he  directed  that  his  said  feoffees  should 
stand  seised  of  the  said  premises  to  the  use  of  such  person  as  should  from  time 
to  time  afterwards,  as  schoolmaster,  by  the  appointment  aforesaid,  teach  school 
at  Halsall  or  in  Prescot,  and  of  the  churchwardens  aforesaid,  until  such  time 
as  the  said  several  payments  should  be  made. 

The  present  schoolmaster  was  appointed  about  three  years  ago  by  the  select 
vestry  of  Halsall,  to  whom  the  election  was  referred  by  Thomas  Scarisbrick,  esq., 
the  lord  of  the  manor,  who  is  a Roman  Catholic. 

The  school  in  the  church-yard,  upon  which  there  is  inscribed  the  date  of 
1595,  is  situate  in  Halsall,  and  contains  one  room  above  and  one  below ; it  has 
always  been  repaired  by  the  parish. 

The  annuity  of  13/.  6 s.  8 d.  is  received  by  the  master  half-yearly  from  the 

tenant  of Hughes,  esquire,  the  owner  of  land  in  Eccleston,  Ditton,  and 

Sutton,  which  he  purchased  from  the  family  of  Eccleston  about  15  years  ago. 

For  this  endowment  12  poor  boys  of  the  townships  of  Halsall  and  Down- 
holland are  appointed  by  the  vestry  to  be  taught  free,  and  as  many  other  poor 
children  of  those  townships  as  apply  are  admitted  at  a reduced  rate  of  quar- 
terage, according  to  a rate  fixed  by  the  vestry  at  the  time  of  the  master’s 
appointment. 

There  were  in  September  1827  altogether  about  54  boys  in  the  school,  and 
in  the  winter  there  are  generally  a greater  number. 

The  wife  of  the  master  keeps  a school  for  girls  in  the  upper  room,  for  whose 
instruction  she  is  paid  by  their  parents  according  to  her  own  terms. 

[Charity  for  the  Poor.] — The  sum  of  13/.  Gs,  8 d.  for  the  poor  is  also 
received  by  half-yearly  payments  from  Mr.  Hughes’s  tenant,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  schoolmaster’s  salary  is  paid. 

The  sum  of  12/.,  part  thereof,  is  given  by  half-yearly  payments  to  seven 
poor  persons  of  the  township  of  Halsall,  viz.  to  five  of  them,  2 /.  a year  each, 
and  1/.  to  each  of  the  two  others.  The  same  persons  have  enjoyed  the  benefit 
of  this  charity  for  many  years  ; but  when  a vacancy  occurs,  it  seems  that  it 
would  be  more  consistent  with  the  directions  of  the  donor  if  the  sum  of  12/. 
was  equally  divided  amongst  the  six  survivors. 

The  residue,  1 /.  6s.  8 cl.,  is  paid  to  the  churchwarden  of  Downholland,  who 
distributes  it  amongst  poor  persons  of  that  township. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  HALSALL. 

Charities  of  Haskeyne  and  Others. 

The  Table  of  Benefactions  in  Halsall  Church  states  the  following  donations 
to  the  township  of  Halsall. 


1661.  Gabriel  Haskeyne,  of  Halsall,  to  the  poor 
1702.  Fitton  Gerrard,  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  to  ditto  - 
1730.  John  Plumbe,  of  Downholland,  to  ditto  - 

1768.  Henry  Pemberton,  of  Halsall,  yeoman,  to  ditto,  to  be  dis- 
tributed in  bread,  monthly,  the  interest  of 

Q 2 


d. 


} 


£. 

10  - - 

24  - - 

20  - - 
20  - - 


Halsall. 

Charities  of 
Haskeyne  and 
others. 


It 


1(20  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 


Halsall. 


Charities  of 
Haskeyne  and 
others. 
continued. 


It  is  understood  that  these  charities  were  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  some 
cottages  in  Halsall,  three  of  which  are  built  upon  land  belonging  to  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  Thomas  Scarisbrick,  esquire,  and  held  on  lease  for  three  lives, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  14s.  There  are  now  two  lives  remaining,  each  of  about 
27  years  of  age. 

The  other  cottages,  two  in  number,  are  built  upon  part  of  the  glebe-land, 
and  are  held  subject  to  the  payment  of  a small  rent  to  the  rector ; one  of  these 
cottages  is  let  to  a yearly  tenant,  at  51.  a year;  the  others  are  occupied  by 
paupers  placed  there  by  the  overseers. 

This  rent  is  carried  to  the  overseers  account,  out  of  which  4/.  is  paid  as  the 
interest  of  the  charity-money  laid  out  as  above  mentioned  ; 1 /.  thereof  as  the 
interest  of  Pemberton’s  gift,  is  given  away  in  bread  the  first  Sunday  in  every 
month  ; ten  twopenny  loaves  being  given  by  the  clerk  to  poor  persons  of  the 
township  of  Halsall.  The  further  sum  of  31.  is  given  away  by  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  to  poor  persons  of  the  township  on  Easter  Tuesday,  at 
the  parish-meeting,  in  sums  varying  from  2 s.  to  5s. ; the  persons  who  are 
appointed  generally  continue  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  charity  for  life. 


Watkinson’s  Charity. 

Ilalsall.  Robert  Watldnson , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  3d  August  1810,  gave  to  the 

• churchwardens  of  the  parish-church  of  Halsall,  and  the  overseers  of  the  poor, 

Watkinson’s  an(j  their  respective  successors,  200/.  in  trust,  to  be  placed  out  at  interest  at 

iaut^'  4 per-cent,  the  interest  of  100/.  to  be  laid  out  yearly  in  the  purchase  of  ten 

eightpenny  loaves  of  household  bread  every  calendar  month,  such  loaves  to  be 
distributed  in  Halsall  church  on  the  second  Sunday  in  every  month  by  the 
churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  unto  ten  poor  persons  belonging  to  Halsall, 
being  fit  objects  of  charity  ; and  the  interest  of  the  other  100  /.  to  be  distributee! 
on  the  anniversary  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist,  amongst  such  of  the  wives  of 
the  poorest  housekeepers  living  in  Halsall,  by  the  churchwardens  for  the  time 
being,  as  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  should  think  fit  objects  of  charity. 

The  sum  received  in  respect  of  Watkinson’s  legacy  was  180/.,  (20/.  being 
deducted  for  the  duty)  which  was  invested,  together  with  50/.,  the  amount  of 
Stanley’s  charity  before  mentioned,  upon  the  security  of  the  tolls  of  the  Leeds 
and  Liverpool  Canal. 

The  interest  has  varied  from  4 to  5 per-cent,  but  notice  lias  been  given  that 
4 \ per-cent  will  be  paid  in  future. 

One  half  of  the  interest  is  laid  out  in  providing  ten  eightpenny  loaves,  which 
are  distributed  in  the  church  on  the  second  Sunday  in  every  calendar  month,  to 
ten  poor  persons,  nominated  as  vacancies  occur  in  the  list,  by  the  churchwar- 
dens. 

The  other  half  of  the  interest  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  linsey,  which  is 
given  away  to  from  12  to  15  poor  women  of  the  township  of  Halsall,  selected 
by  the  churchwarden  and  overseer,  on  the  27th  December  yearly. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  DOWNIIOLLAND. 


Downholland. 

Charities  of 
Simpkin  and  others. 


Charities  of  Simpkin  and  others. 

The  following  donations  are  recorded  on  the  Table  of  Benefactions  in  the 
parish-church  of  Halsall,  as  given  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Downholland: 


1599.  Henry  Simpkin  - 
1603.  James  Mathews  - 
1660.  Henry  Fazakerley  - 

1702.  Fitton  Gerrard  Earl  of  Macclesfield 
Added  by  the  Township 
Edward  Haskeyne,  gent. 

1716.  Edward  Halsali  - 
1726.  James  Watkinson  - 


£.  s.  d. 
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It  is  understood  that  these  charities  were  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  some 
cottages  built  on  land  which  is  held  in  trust  for  the  township  under  leases  for 
lives,  granted  by  the  late  lord  of  the  manor,  Thomas  Eccleston,  esquire. 

Five  of  these  cottages  are  occupied  by  paupers  of  the  township,  rent-free, 
and  the  other  six  are  let  to  poor  persons  at  rents  amounting  together  to 
22/.  105. 
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The  rent  is  carried  to  the  account  of  the  poors-rates,  but  it  does  not  appear  Downholland. 

that  any  money  has  ever  been  given  in  charity  from  the  produce  of  these  cot-  — . 

tages,  which  we  conceive  ought  to  be  done,  if,  as  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  SlI1,  ^ aViTotheis- 

case,  the  amount  of  the  several  gift*  -'hove  mentioned  were  laid  out  in  the  pur-  ‘ , 

chase  of  these  cottages. 


Plumb’s  Charity. 

John  Plumb,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  11th  September  1730,  gave  unto  the  Plumb’s  Charity, 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  Downholland,  their  successors,  and  their  heirs,  for 
ever,  all  his  right  and  title  to  a certain  house,  lying  in  Church-street,  in  Orrns- 
kirk,  and  commonly  called  Jump’s  House,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Down- 
holland aforesaid. 

The  testator  was  only  possessed  of  a moiety  of  the  house  described  in  his 
will,  which  is  now  a public-house,  known  by  the  sign  of  the  Eagle  and  Child  ; 
it  is  occupied  by  William  Heaton,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  38/.,  he 
having  formerly  held  the  premises  on  lease  at  the  same  rent. 

HaTf  of  the  rent,  19/.,  is  received  by  half-yearly  payments  ’by  the  overseer 
of  the  township. 

Of  this  sum,  8/.  is  given  away  on  Easter  Monday,  and  81.  on  the  Monday 
before  Christmas-day,  to  the  poor  of  Downholland,  chiefly  to  those  not 
receiving  relief,  in  sums  varying  from  2s.  to  20s.  The  churchwarden  and 
overseer  select  the  objects ; and  the  same  persons  generally  continue  to  receive 
the  money,  unless  there  should  be  some  good  reason  to  the  contrary. 

The  remaining  31.  is  carried  to  the  overseer’s  account,  out  of  which  one 
moiety  of  the  expenses  of  repairs  is  defrayed,  which  upon  an  average  seems  to 
exceed  31.  per  annum. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  LYDIATE. 


Goore’s  Charity. 

John  Goore,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  21st  July  1669,  and  proved  at  Chester, 
devised  and  bequeathed  all  his  real  estate,  and  the  residue  of  his  personal 
estate,  after  the  payment  of  certain  legacies,  as  follows : that  is  to  say,  that  his 
executors,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  immediately  after  his  decease  have 
full  power  and  authority  of  the  said  real  and  personal  estate,  and  that  the 
interest  thereof,  and  the  benefit  of  his  real  estate,  should  be  given  yearly  to  the 
poor  people  living  at  Lydiate,  at  the  feast-days  of  Saint  John  the  Baptist  and 
Saint  Thomas  the  Apostle,  at  the  good  discretion  of  his  said  executors,  their 
heirs  and  assigns ; and  he  appointed  Richard  Pye  and  James  Watkinson  his 
executors. 

By  Indenture  of  Feoffment,  bearing  date  12th  April  1677,  between  James 
Watkinson,  the  surviving  executor  of  the  said  John  Goore,  of  the  one  part, 
and  Charles  Anderton,  and  five  others,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  will  of  the 
said  John  Goore,  the  said  James  Watkinson,  in  pursuance  of  a Decree  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster,  made  2d  March  then 
last,  in  a cause  wherein  Henry  Aspinwall  and  Thomas  Yate  were  plaintiffs,  and 
the  said  James  Watkinson  was  defendant,  granted  to  the  said  Charles  Anderton 
and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a messuage  and  tenement,  formerly  the  inhe- 
ritance of  the  said  John  Goore,  in  Aughton,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  witli 
the  closes  thereto  belonging,  called  the  Cow  Hey,  the  Herbottam,  the  Gorsty 
Hey,  the  Little  Meadow  Croft,  the  Turmall  Croft,  the  Intack,  the  Pricks,  the 
Cut  Hey,  the  Cut  Meadow,  and  the  Leane,  containing  by  estimation  13  acres, 
all  which  said  premises  were  then  under  lease  for  three  lives,  granted  by 
the  said  testator,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  205.  ; and  also  a parcel  of  land  formerly 
the  inheritance  of  the  said  testator,  in  Scarisbrick,  called  Houghton’s  Ground, 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  135.  4 d.  with  life  appurtenances:  And  he  further 
transferred  to  the  said  parties  all  the  goods  and  personal  estate  of  the  said 
testator,  and  the  interest  and  produce  thereof,  with  the  securities  touching  the 
same,  comprised  in  a schedule  thereto  annexed,  and  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
340/.,  and  the  said  Charles  Anderton  and  others  covenanted  that  they,  their 
heirs,  &c.  would  from  thenceforth  yearly  pay  and  distribute  amongst  the  poor 
people  living  in  the  town  of  Lydiate,  all  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  messuage 
and  lands ; and  also  the  yearly  interest  of  all  sums  of  money  thereby  granted 
that  should  come  to  their  hands,  one  moiety  thereof  at  the  feast  of  Saint  John 
the  Baptist,  and  the  other  at  the  feast  of  Saint  Thomas  the  Apostle. 
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Lydiate.  Bv  indenture,  bearing  date  26th  April  1721,  (as  recited  in  the  deed  of 

19th  October  1786,  next  following,)  James  Goore,  the  then  surviving  trustee, 

conveyed  all  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  said  testator,  then  consisting  of 
a messuage  and  tenement  in  Aughton  ; a messuage  and  tenement  in  Lydiate,  con- 
^ ' taining  ten  acres;  one  acre  of  moss-ground  in  Lydiate;  a parcel  of  ground  in 

Aughton,  and  also  a parcel  of  land  in  Birscar,  within  Scarisbrick,  to  the  use  of 
himself,  and  Josiah  Poole  and  others,  for  the  term  of  1,000  years,  on  the  trusts 
before  mentioned. 

Bv  Indenture,  bearing  date  19th  October  I78G,  between  William  Aspinwall 
the  elder,  described  as  the  only  surviving  trustee  of  the  charitable  gift  of  John 
Goore,  of  the  one  part,  and  Richard  Jump,  and  four  others,  of  the  other  part, 
reciting  the  will  of  John  Goore;  the  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  whereby 
it  was  ordered  that  James  Watkinson  should  convey  to  trustees  all  his  interest 
in  the  lands  devised  by  the  said  testator,  and  all  the  monies  then  in  his  hands, 
amounting  to  340/.;  and  the  indentures  of  12th  April  IG77,  and  2Gth  April 
1721,  above  abstracted;  also  an  indenture,  bearing  date  20th  April  1747» 
whereby  Thomas  Aspinwall  and  John  Pye,  the  then  surviving  trustees,  conveyed 
the  same  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  William  Fletcher  and  others, 
for  the  residue  of  the  said  term  of  1,000  years;  the  said  William  Aspinwall 
granted  and  assigned  the  premises  above  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  1721, 
describing  the  premises  in  Birscar  as  the  undivided  moiety  of  a parcel  of  land 
or  ground  situated  in  Birscar,  within  Scarisbrick,  then  lying  in  three  closes, 
and  containing  two  acres  of  land,  or  thereabouts,  to  the  use  of  all  the  said  parties 
upon  the  trusts  declared  by  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the 
will  of  the  said  testator,  for  the  residue  of  a term  of  1,000  years;  and  the  said 
parties  covenanted  that  they  would  take  care  that  the  rents  of  the  said  premises 
should  be  dealt  yearly  at  their  discretion  to  the  most  necessitous  and  poor 
people  living  in  Lydiate  ; and  that  at  the  decease  of  four  of  the  said  trustees, 
the  two  survivors  would  give  notice  to  all  the  owners  of  lands  and  tenements  in 
Lydiate  to  meet  at  the  school-house  in  Lydiate,  to  elect  four  new  trustees,  to 
be  men  that  pay  6d.  a fifteenth,  or  upwards,  and  that  the  said  trust-estate  should 
be  transferred  to  them  to  the  uses  before  mentioned. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  14th  October  1823,  reciting  all  the  previous  con- 
veyances, the  last  bearing  date  22d  October  1807,  and  further  reciting,  that 
Edward  Aspinwall  and  William  Balshaw,  the  two  surviving  trustees  named  in 
the  said  indent  ure,  had  given  notice  to  all  the  owners  of  lands  and  tenements  in 
Lydiate  to  meet  on  the  27th  June  then  last,  to  elect  four  new  trustees;  and 
that  the  five  persons  thereinafter  named,  being  land-owners  of  50/.  a year,  had 
been  appointed  trustees  in  the  room  of  those  deceased,  and  of  Edward  Aspinwall, 
who  then  resigned  on  account  of  old  age  : and  that  it  was  then  resolved  that 
the  persons  in  future  to  be  appointed  trustees  should  be  owners  of  lands  and 
tenements  in  the  said  township  of  the  annual  value  of  50/.  and  upwards,  the 
payments  upon  a fifteenth  not  being  then  understood,  the  said  Edward 
Aspinwall  and  William  Balshaw  granted  and  assigned  the  premises  before 
mentioned  in  Aughton,  Lydiate,  and  Scarisbrick ; and  also  an  allotment  set 
out  from  Aughton  Common  in  respect  of  the  aforesaid  lands  in  Aughton,  to 
Charles  Robert  Blundell,  William  Goore,  Thomas  Aspinwall,  Henry  Under- 
wood, and  John  Neden,  to  the  use  of  them  and  the  said  William  Balshaw,  their 
executors,  &c.  for  the  residue  of  a term  of  1,000  years,  upon  the  same  trusts  as 
declared  in  the  indenture  of  1786,  except  as  to  the  appointment  of  trustees  ; 
with  respect  to  which,  it  was  provided  that  for  such  appointment  the  meeting 
should  be  held  at  the  public-house  then  kept  by  Peter  Taylor,  there  being  no 
school-house,  and  that  the  persons  to  be  elected  should  be  owners  of  lands  and 
tenements  in  Lydiate  of  the  yearly  value  of  50/.  or  upwards. 

We  apprehend  that  there  was  a mistake  in  the  conveyance  of  1721,  which 
limited  the  interest  of  the  trustees  in  the  charity-estates  to  the  term  of  1,000 
years.  We  have  examined  the  respective  deeds  whereby  Henry  Moorcroft 
conveyed  to  John  Goore,  the  testator,  the  premises,  in  Aughton,  and  the 
premises  in  Birscar,  by  which  it  appears  that  they  were  conveyed  to  the  testator 
in  fee,  and  the  estate  in  Lydiate  was  purchased  in  fee  by  the  trustees  in  IG77, 
in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  214/.  19  s. 

The  only  way  in  which  we  can  account  for  this  mistake  is,  that  the  con- 
veyance to  John  Goore  consisted  of  an  indenture  of  lease,  bearing  date 
lGth  January  lGGO,  for  the  term  of  1,000  years,  and  a release,  bearing  date  17th 

January 
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January  1660,  of  the  premises  in  Birscar.  It  is  possible  that  the  lease  only  was 
inspected  by  the  persons  who  prepared  the  conveyance  of  1721,  who  from  thence 
concluded  that  these  premises  were  held  only  for  that  term,  and  that  by  copying 
this  error  it  has  latterly  been  extended  to  all  the  charity-estates. 

The  property  consists  of  the  following  particulars,  the  contents  of  the  lands 
being  given  according  to  the  measure  of  eight  yards  to  the  perch  : 

1.  A dwelling-house  and  outbuildings,  in  the  parish  of  Aughton,  with  about 
13  acres  of  old  inclosure,  and  an  acre  of  allotment  from  the  waste,  called 
Aughton  Common,  let  to  William  Georgson  for  a term  of  nine  years  from 
Candlemas  1827,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  50/.  It  was  let  by  ticket,  and  this  was 
the  best  rent  offered.  The  lease  had  not  been  executed  at  the  time  of  our 
Inquiry.  The  late  tenant  failed  in  1826,  and  the  charity  will  lose  about  37/. 
by  his  failure,  as  he  was  considerably  in  arrear,  and  the  trustees  gave  him  10/. 
to  surrender  the  lease  he  held. 

2.  The  undivided  moiety  of  three  closes  at  Birscar,  within  Scarisbrick,  called 
Houghtons,  or  Rydings  Ground,  containing  by  estimation  two  acres,  let  to 
Joseph  Draper,  on  lease  for  seven  years  from  2d  February  1822,  at  a fair 
rent  of  4/.  4 s. 

3.  A farm-house  and  outbuildings,  and  about  ten  acres  of  land  in  Lydiate, 
let  to  Mary  Gregson,  on  lease  for  seven  years,  from  2d  February  1822,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  32/.  Mrs.  Gregson  died  lately,  and  her  son-in-law  now  occupies 
the  farm.  This  appears  to  have  been  a fair  rent  when  the  farm  was  let,  though 
it  is  represented  as  being  worth  rather  more  at  the  present  time.  The  build- 
ings, however,  are  in  bad  condition. 

4.  A cottage,  and  an  acre  and  a half  of  land  in  Lydiate,  called  the  Moss 
Close,  let  to  John  Rimmer,  from  2d  February  1822,  for  seven  years,  at  a good 
rent  of  11/. 

These  several  rents  amount  to  97*-  4 s.,  per  annum.  They  are  received  half- 
yearly,  for  which  purpose  the  trustees  meet  on  the  Tuesday  before  Christmas- 
day,  and  the  Tuesday  before  Easter.  On  these  days  the  trustees  dine  together, 
and  some  refreshment  is  given  to  the  poor  persons  attending  to  receive  the 
benefit  of  the  charity  j after  paying  for  the  expenses  of  this  meeting,  which 
generally  amount  to  about  2/.,  and  setting  apart  what  is  required  for 
repairs,  the  remainder,  except  a small  balance  which  has  usually  been  reserved 
for  contingences,  is  distributed  amongst  all  the  poor  of  the  township  who  apply, 
without  any  distinction  whether  they  receive  relief  or  not,  in  sums  varying  from 
5 s.  to  20 s.  The  names  of  the  persons  receiving  the  charity  are  entered  in  a 
book  kept  for  the  purpose,  which  is  signed  by  the  trustees. 

In  September  1827  there  was  no  balance  in  hand,  36/.  having  been  expended 
in  repairs  in  1826,  part  of  which  was  paid  with  the  money  which  had  been 
reserved  for  contingences,  and  at  Easter  1827  a sum  of  15/.  was  advanced  by 
one  of  the  trustees  to  make  up  the  deficiency  which  had  been  occasioned  by 
the  failure  of  the  tenant  of  the  premises  in  Aughton. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  MAGIIULL. 

School. 

At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  a Deed  for  the  endowment  for  a school  in  this 
township  was  preparing,  which  has  since  been  executed,  and  of  which  we 
have  received  an  abstract  thereof  to  the  following  effect : 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  18th  August  1827,  between  John  Formby,  esq. 
and  Helen,  his  wife,  theretofore  Helen  Harper,  daughter  and  devisee  under 
the  wrill  of  William  Harper,  late  of  Downhain,  Cheshire,  esq.  deceased,  of  the 
one  part,  and  the  Reverend  George  Holden,  curate  of  the  Chapelry  of 
Maghull,  Lonsdale  Formby,  esq.  the  Reverend  Arthur  Brownlow  Ford,  and 
Robert  Wareing,  gent,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  a deed-poll  or  certificate, 
dated  30th  November  1805,  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  for  the  purposes  of  an  Act  passed  in  42  Geo.  3,  c.  116,  for  the  sale 
and  redemption  of  land-tax,  whereby  the  Commissioners  certified  that  they  had 
contracted  with  the  said  William  Harper  for  sale  to  him  of  14/.  15  s.  7<af.  land- 
tax,  as  a fee-farm  rent,  being  land-tax  charged  upon  certain  premises  in 
Maghull,  part  of  which,  amounting  together  to  11 /.  18  s.  Id.,  were  set  forth 
therein  as  follows : 
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Names  of  Proprietors. 


Almond,  Daniel 
Almond,  Edmund 
Almond,  James 
Barton,  James,  Esq. 
Canal  Proprietors 

Glebe  Land  - 

Lea,  Thomas 
D°  for  Suttons 
Lyon,  Hannah 
Meadows,  Thos. 
Moss,  Robert  - 


Names  of  Occupiers. 

Sums 

Assessed. 

Names  of  Proprietors. 

Names  of  Occupiers. 

Sums  Assessed. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

- 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Himself  - 

- 

1 

lO 

Brought  forward 

4 

9 

4 

Ditto 

- 

6 

1°T 

Newsham,  Thos.  - 

Robt.  Askeroft  - 

8 

ii 

6 

Himself  - 

- 

4 

42 

Prenton,  Paul 

Himself  - 

— 

12 

Ditto 

- 

10 

- 

Rose,  John  - 

Wm.  Rose- 

__ 

4 

4i 

Themselves 

— 

7 

6 

Ditto 

Ditto  - 

17 

6 

Robert  Ball 

- 

7 2 

Rev.  G.  Moore  forj 
tithes  - -J 

W.  Ball  & Co.  - 

4 

2 

6 

Edw.  Croston 

— 

10 

7 \ 

Sefton,  for  Barlows 

Henry  Knowles  - 

— 

5- 

John  Jackson 

— 

i l 

10  h 

School  Land  - 

James  Bennett  - 

_ 

5 

7 h 

John  Ball  - 

- 

8 

ih 

Wells,  for  Guests  - 

Henry  Webster  - 

— 

8 

1 i 

John  Clayton 
Henry  Prescott  - 

lO 

17 

6 

Welsh)  , Joseph,  fori 
Goulborns  -j 

John  Battersly  - 

- 

5 

Carried  forward 

4 

9 

4 

£. 

li 

18 

1 
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And  reciting  the  will  of  the  said  William  Harper,  dated  5th  December  1815, 
whereby  he  gave  all  his  estates  in  Maghull  to  the  said  Helen  Formby  ; and 
reciting  that  the  said  William  Harper  had  erected  a building  in  some  waste 
land,  opposite  land  belonging  to  William  Mawdesley,  which  he  claimed  as  lord 
of  the  manor  of  Maghull,  and  intended  to  have  converted  into  a school  for 
educating  poor  children  belonging  to  Maghull ; and  that  after  the  death  of  the 
said  William  Harper  and  William  Mawdesley,  the  trustees  of  the  said  William 
Mawdesley  claimed  the  waste,  and  in  order  to  settle  the  dispute  the  said  John 
and  Helen  Formby  sold  the  building  to  the  said  trustees  for  the  sum  of  200/. ; 
the  said  John  and  Helen  Formby  being  desirous  of  carrying  the  said 
William  Harper’s  original  intention  into  effect  granted  all  the  before-mentioned 
several  annual  fee-farm  rents,  amounting  to  11/.  18 s.  Id.,  part  of  the  said 
sum  of  14/.  15,9.  7 d.  mentioned  in  the  recited  contract,  and  all  powers  and 
remedies  for  recovery  thereof,  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  the  said  John  Formby,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  upon  trust,  that  the  said  trustees,  or  the  survivor,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
should  pay  the  said  fee-farm  rents  to  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being  of 
Maghull,  or  such  other  person  as  the  trustees  should  think  proper,  as  a 
salary  or  stipend  for  teaching  such  and  so  many  poor  children  of  and  belonging* 
to  the  township  of  Maghull,  and  in  such  useful  learning,  as  the  trustees,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  assembled  at  any  public  meeting  within  the  said  township,  to 
be  called  for  that  purpose,  by  giving  three  days  previous  notice  thereof  at  the 
chapel  of  Maghull,  some  Sunday,  during  or  immediately  after  Divine  Service  in 
the  forenoon,  should  nominate,  direct  or  appoint. 

The  deed  also  contains  a power  to  sell  the  said  fee-farm  rents,  or  exchange 
them  for  land,  and  to  invest  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  in  the 
purchase  of  lands,  or  to  invest  it  in  the  funds,  or  on  real  securities,  and  apply 
the  annual  proceeds  according  to  the  trusts  aforesaid ; and  it  was  provided  that 
when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  three,  the  survivors  might  proceed  to 
elect  competent  men  residing  in  the  township  of  Maghull,  if  such  there  should 
be,  if  not,  in  some  next  or  near  adjoining  township,  to  be  new  trustees  in 
the  place  of  those  dying,  or  declining  to  act ; and  the  curate  for  the  time 
being  of  the  chapel  of  Maghull  was  to  be,  and  was  thereby  appointed,  always 
one  ; and  when  any  new*  trustees  should  be  appointed  it  was  directed  that  the 
ti  ust-property  should  be  conveyed  to  them  by  the  old  trustees  upon  the  same 
tiusts. 

We  recommended,  that,  to  give  it  validity,  the  deed  should  be  enrolled  within 
tl;e  time  limited  by  the  Statute  for  that  purpose. 


Poor’s  Money. 

Poor’s  Money.  There  wTas  an  ancient  poor-stock  of  120/.  belonging  to  the  towmship  of 
Maghull,  the  interest  of  which  was  given  aw'ay  to  the  poor  on  Good  Friday. 

In  1815  this  money,  which  w*as  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Mawdesley,  was  called 
in  by  the  landowners,  and  laid  out,  with  28/.,  the  overplus  of  a tithe-compo- 
sition belonging  to  the  township,  in  the  purchase  of  a piece  of  land  adjoining 
the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal,  in  the  middle  of  the  township  of  Maghull,  for 
$ the 
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the  purpose  of  a wharf.  It  is  stated  that  there  are  no  purchase-deeds  to  be 
found,  and  that  about  two  years  ago  a search  was  made  for  them  in  vain. 

Mr.  Mawdesley  when  he  paid  in  the  money  above  mentioned  required  a bond 
for  the  amount  from  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  township,  which 
was  given  accordingly. 

The  wharf  is  now  let  at  4/.  a year,  which  is  the  highest  rent  that  could  be 
obtained  for  it,  but  the  sum  of  61.  has  been  paid  regularly  by  the  township, 
and  distributed  on  Good  Friday,  by  the  minister  and  chapelwarden,  to  poor 
persons  of  the  township,  whether  they  receive  relief  or  not,  in  sums  varying 
from  5 s.  to  105. 

As  the  purchase  of  this  wharf  appeared  likely  to  prove  injurious  to  the 
interest  of  the  charity,  we  recommended  that  the  sum  of  120/.  should  be  raised, 
and  properly  secured  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  and  that  it  should  be  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  inhabitants  how  this  object  might  be  best  effected. 

In  consequence  of  this  recommendation  a general  vestry  was  held  in  November 
1827,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  best  mode  of  securing 
the  charitable  donation  of  120/.  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of 
Maghull,  and  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  due  search  should  be  made  for 
the  title-deeds  of  the  plot  of  ground  adjoining  the  Canal,  and  that,  if  found, 
the  same  should  be  sold  ; that  Mr.  John  Whalley  should  be  appointed  for 
carrying  the  same  into  effect ; and  that  if  the  sale  of  the  said  land  should  not 
amount  to  the  sum  of  120/.  the  deficit  should  be  made  up  ; and  the  vestry  was 
adjourned  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  Mr.  Whalley’s  report,  and  taking  such 
further  steps  as  might  be  thought  necessary. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  MELLING  WITH  CUNSCOUGH. 

School. 

An  ancient  writing  was  produced  to  us,  dated  26th  October  1720,  intituled,  Melling-with-Cuns- 


“A  particular  Account  of  the  Foundation  and  Endowment  of  the  School  in 
Melling,”  from  which  it  appears  that  about  20  years  before  that  time  the  lords 
and  charterers  of  Melling  inclosed  the  commons,  and  as  there  was  no  school, 
all  agreed  that  one  acre  of  waste  land  should  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  a 
school ; that  this  acre  of  land  was  inclosed  and  improved  at  the  expense  of 
John  Tatlock,  James  Hunter  and  George  Bradley,  who  built  three  bays  of 
stone-building  thereon,  the  one  end  for  a school,  the  other  for  a dwelling- 
house  for  the  master,  and  a note  is  added  that  it  was  not  intended  for  a free- 
school. 

By  Indenture,  dated  15th  August,  1709,  Robert  Molyneux  and  William 
Molyneux  demised  to  John  Tatlock  and  George  Bradley,  their  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  all  that  little  inclosure,  part  of  the  late  commons 
In  Melling,  as  the  same  was  then  inclosed,  and  therein  particularly  described, 
for  999  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  2 d.,  upon  trust,  to  pay  the  profits  to  such 
person  as  should  teach  school  in  the  building  lately  erected  for  a school  in 
Melling,  towards  his  salary. 

John  Tatlock,  who  died  in  1712,  by  Will,  dated  11th  December  1708,  gave 
towards  a fund  for  the  said  school  20  /.,  the  interest  to  be  employed  for  teach- 
ing four  poor  children,  born  in  Melling  or  Cunscough,  at  the  election  of  his 
son  Richard,  and  his  heirs,  for  ever. 

Edward  Smith,  of  Cunscough,  by  Will,  dated  25th  May,  1709,  gave  the  sur- 
plus of  his  personal  estate  that  should  remain  after  discharging  his  debts,  funeral 
expenses,  and  legacies,  towards  a fund  for  a school  in  Melling  and  Cunscough, 
the  product  to  be  employed  for  the  teaching  some  poor  child  or  children  born 
in  Melling  or  Cunscough,  to  be  nominated  by  his  executors  and  their  heirs  for 
ever,  and  he  appointed  John  Tatlock  and  Edward  Fairclough  his  executors. 

By  Indenture,  dated  10th  June  1717,  between  James  Hunter  and  George 
Bradley,  of  the  one  part,  and  Richard  Tatlock,  William  Bradley,  and  John 
Hunter,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  will  of  the  said  Edward  Smith  ; and  that 
Edward  Fairclough,  the  surviving  executor,  in  consideration  that  the  said  James 
Hunter  and  George  Bradley  had  covenanted  to  discharge  the  debts  and  legacies 
of  the  said  testator  then  unpaid,  had  transferred  to  them  the  remainder  of  the  said 
testator’s  personal  estate;  and  that,  the  said  James  Hunter  and  George  Bradley 
having  discharged  all  the  testator’s  debts,  there  remained  in  their  hands,  besides 
the  debts  thereinafter  mentioned,  37/.  18 s.  5~  d.\  that  James  Hunter  had  laid 
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down  91.  1 ,9.  6\d.  to  make  up  40/.,  which  sum  formed  part  of  170Z.  laid  out  on 
mortgage  of  lands  in  Maghull,  as  appeared  by  a deed  therein  recited,  bearing 
date  26th  March  1715,  in  which  was  contained  a declaration  that  40/.  was 
paid  by  the  said  James  Hunter  as  aforesaid  ; and  further  reciting,  that  there 
remained  due  from  William  Taylor  to  the  said  testator’s  estate,  on  bond,  the 
sum  of  8/.  19s.,  and  that  the  said  James  Hunter  and  George  Bradley  had  paid 
to  Henry  Haile,  for  which  the  said  testator  was  bound  as  security  with  the  said 
William  Taylor,  10/.  45.  6d .;  and  further  reciting,  that  John  Tatlock,  one  of 
the  executors,  and  the  said  James  Hunter  and  George  Bradley,  had  been  the 
agents  for  procuring  the  ground  given  for  the  use  of  the  school,  called  the 
School  Acre,  which  they  had  inclosed,  and  for  the  erecting  buildings  for  a 
school,  dwelling-house,  and  out-buildings,  which  premises  were  granted  for 
999  years,  and  that  on  making  up  their  accounts  there  remained  51.  5 s.  to  be 
received  by  them  out  of  the  rents  to  balance  their  accounts  : And  reciting,  that 
the  said  John  Tatlock,  James  Hunter,  and  George  Bradley,  had  paid  to  Robert 
Molyneux,  esquire,  the  sum  of  34/. ; in  consideration  whereof,  he,  byAndenture, 
bearing  date  3d  March  1711,  demised  to  the  said  John  Tatlock  and  George 
Bradley  two  bays  of  building,  and  land  thereto  belonging,  in  Melling,  called 
Harrisons,  for  the  lives  of  certain  persons  therein  named : And  also  reciting, 
that  John  Taylor  owed  to  the  said  James  Hunter  and  George  Bradley,  96s. 
for  rent  due  for  a house  called  Browhouse ; that  William  Lunt  owed  them 
31.  Is.  for  rent,  and  that  the  said  James  Hunter  and  George  Bradleys  had  paid 
to  the  said  Richard  Tatlock,  William  Bradley  and  John  Hunter,  20/.,  being  the 
money  for  which  the  Browhouse  was  sold,  and  10s.  laid  down  by  them  to  make 
up  the  20/.;  the  said  James  Hunter  and  George  Bradley,  for  ensuring  the 
premises  before  mentioned  for  the  uses  thereinafter  expressed,  granted  to  the 
said  Richard  Tatlock  and  others,  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  executors,  &c. 
the  buildings  called  the  School,  Dwelling-house  and  Outbuildings,  and  the 
ground  called  the  School  Acre,  and  the  yard  adjoining  to  the  outbuildings, 
situate  in  Melling  aforesaid,  and  the  aforesaid  part  and  share  of  the  yearly 
rents,  &c.  to  become  due  from  the  tenants  of  the  mortgaged  premises  in 
Maghull,  and  the  principal  sum  of  40/.  when  raised  or  repaid,  and  the  sums 
of  money  owing  from  the  said  William  Taylor,  and  the  rents  owing  by'  John 
Taylor  and  William  Lunt,  and  the  monies  to  be  raised  out  of  the  yearly  rents 
of  the  school-premises,  and  the  20/.  delivered  as  aforesaid;  and  also  the  lands 
called  Harrisons,  demised  by  Robert  Molyneux  as  aforesaid,  to  hold  the  said 
premises,  for  the  several  terms  therein  respectively  mentioned,  and  also  the  said 
rents  and  monies  upon  trust,  to  employ  the  same  and  the  produce  thereof  in 
teaching  the  poorest  sort  of  children  born  in  Melling  and  Cunscough,  and 
providing  fire  at  the  school  for  the  same  children  ; the  same  to  be  nominated 
quarterly  by  the  said  Richard  Tatlock  and  others,  their  executors,  &c. ; and 
it  was  thereby  agreed  that  the  said  Richard  Tatlock  and  others,  their  executors, 
&c.  should  at  all  times  thereafter  have  the  nomination  of  such  schoolmaster  as 
they  should  think  most  fitting  and  convenient  to  teach  such  poor  children  ; and 
it  was  declared  that  the  said  Richard  Tatlock  and  others,  their  executors,  &c. 
should  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  leasehold  lands,  called  Harrisons,  and 
the  said  sum  of  51.  5s.  to  be  raised  out  of  the  rents  of  the  school-premises,  and 
the  rents  due,  as  aforesaid,  from  John  Taylor  and  William  Lunt,  and  the  product 
of  the  said  sum  of  20/.,  and  the  yearly  rents  of  such  lands  as  they  should  pur- 
chase with  the  same,  and  should  employ  the  said  rents  to  such  of  the  purposes 
thereinafter  mentioned  as  they  should  think  most  fit  and  convenient;  viz.  towards 
purchasing  lands,  or  renewing  the  lease  of  the  lands  called  Harrisons,  towards 
a salary  for  a schoolmaster  to  teach  school  in  the  building  lately  erected  in 
Melling,  or  towards  the  relief  of  such  poor  housekeepers  in  Melling  and 
Cunscough  not  receiving  relief,  or  towards  binding  the  children  of  such  house- 
keepers in  Melling  or  Cunscough  apprentices  as  they  should  think  most  meet ; 
and  it  was  provided,  that  the  said  trustees  should  render  an  account  to  the 
chapelwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  township  whenever  required 
by  any  two  or  more  officers  for  the  time  being. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  4th  and  5th  July  1722, 
between  Robert  Molyneux  and  Ann  his  wife,  and  William  Molyneux,  of  the  one 
part,  and  George  Bradley,  of  the  other  part,  the  parties  of  the  first  part,  in 
consideration  of  80/.  conveyed  to  George  Bradley,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  a 
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messuage  or  tenement,  and  the  closes  belonging  thereto,  called  the  Hemp  Yard, 
the  Long  Croft,  the  Great  Carr,  the  Little  Carr,  the  Pingott,  and  the  Great 
Meadow,  in  Maghull,  containing  by  estimation  six  acres. 

A Deed  Poll,  bearing  date  18th  October  1723,  was  executed  by  the  above- 
named  George  Bradley,  from  which  it  appears  that  several  sums  of  money, 
(including  Tatlock’s  and  other  legacies  given  for  the  use  of  a school  in  Melling, 
and  the  produce  of  the  sale  of  a cottage  called  the  Browhouse,)  amounting 
altogether  to  80/.  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Robert  Molyneux,  and. 
that  he  gave  security  for  that  money,  which  was  afterwards  given  up  to  be  can- 
celled, and  that  the  conveyance  of  4th  and  5th  July  1722  was  made  in  con- 
sideration of  such  surrender. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  31st  October  1821,  between  Michael  Hughes  and 
Rev.  George  Vanbrugh,  of  the  first  part,  Edward  Bootle  Wilbraham,  Rev. 
Richard  Loxham,  and  Rev.  George  Holden,  of  the  second  part,  and  Robert 
Bayer,  of  the  third  part,  reciting,  that  by  indenture  of  release  dated  27th  De- 
cember 1787,  all  the  premises  contained  in  the  lease  of  15th  August  1709  were 
assigned  and  transferred  to  Robert  Moss  and  others,  their  executors,  administra- 
tors and  assigns,  for  the  trusts  declared  by  indenture  of  10th  June  1717,  and  that 
the  premises  in  Maghull,  comprised  in  the  indentures  of  July  4th  and  5th  1722, 
and  the  building  used  as  a school  and  dwelling-house  in  Melling,  with  the  close 
called  the  School  Acre,  had  been  conveyed  to  the  use  of  the  said  Robert  Moss 
and  others,  in  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  premises  last  mentioned,  and  the  rents  and 
profits  thereof  as  a salary  for  a schoolmaster,  as  declared  in  the  indenture  of 
10th  June  1717,  viz.  in  trust,  that  they  should  permit  the  master  of  the  said 
school  in  Melling  to  reside  in  the  said  dwelling-house,  and  to  occupy  the  same 
with  the  outbuildings  and  yard  thereto  belonging,  and  to  use  the  said  school  to 
teach  children  therein  so  long  as  he  should  behave  himself  properly,  and  teach 
the  children  intrusted  to  his  care  at  the  same  school  diligently  and  attentively  ; 
and  that  they  should  let  the  School-acre  and  the  premises  in  Maghull ; and 
should  place  out  at  interest  any  sum  of  money  that  thereafter  might  belong 
to  the  said  school,  on  such  security  as  they  should  think  reasonable,  or  in  the 
purchase  of  land,  and  dispose  of  the  clear  rents  and  profits  as  a salary  for  the 
said  master  for  teaching  such  a number  of  poor  children  of  and  belonging  to 
the  township  of  Melling  and  Cunscough,  in  such  useful  learning  as  the  said 
trustees  for  the  time  being,  at  any  public  meeting  in  Melling,  called  for  the  pur- 
pose, after  three  days  notice  given  at  the  chapel  of  Melling,  some  Sunday  after 
Divine  Service,  should  direct ; and  that  they  should  at  such  public  meeting, 
to  be  called  as  aforesaid  for  that  purpose,  elect  a fit  person  to  officiate  as  master 
upon  any  vacancy,  and  that  they  should  at  any  meeting  so  called  displace  any 
master  for  any  neglect,  inattention  or  misbehaviour,  and  remove  him  from  the 
said  school  and  premises,  and  withhold  from  him  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
other  part  of  the  trust-estate,  and  elect  another  person  in  his  room  ; and  in  case 
there  should  be  no  fit  master  to  officiate,  that  they  should  apply  the  said  rents 
and  profits  to  such  other  uses  as  were  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  10th  June  1717, 
or  suffer  the  same  to  accumulate,  as  should  be  directed  at  any  public  meeting 
to  be  called  as  aforesaid  ; and  that  in  such  conveyance  provision  had  been  made 
for  the  appointment  of  new  trustees  at  a public  meeting  to  be  called  as  afore- 
said, as  often  as  any  of  them  should  die  ; and  further  reciting  a subsequent 
conveyance  to  trustees,  bearing  date  31st  December  1799,  and  that  the  said 
Michael  Hughes  and  George  Vanbrugh  were  the  then  survivors,  and  that  the 
said  Edward  Bootle  Wilbraham  and  others,  parties  of  the  second  part,  had  been 
appointed  trustees  at  a meeting  duly  convened  for  the  purpose  j the  said  Michael 
Hughes  and  George  Vanbrugh  conveyed  the  premises  thereinbefore  mentioned 
to  Robert  Boyer,  to  the  use  of  all  the  other  parties  thereto  upon  the  same  trusts. 

The  property  now  belonging  to  the  school  consists  of, 

1.  — A dwelling-house,  comprising  a school-room  with  outbuildings,  and  a 
small  garden  and  a close  containing  about  one  acre,  eight  yards  to  the  perch, 
a part  of  which  is  now  fenced-out  and  used  as  a garden. 

These  premises  are  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster,  who  keeps  them  in  repair ; 
they  are  stated  to  be  in  good  condition,  and  worth  about  5 1.  a year. 

2.  — Six  acres  of  land,  at  eight  yards  to  the  perch,  situate  in  Maghull,  about  a 
quarter  of  a mile  distant  from  the  school ; these  premises  are  also  occupied  by 
the  master,  the  value  thereof  being  estimated  at  24/.  per  annum. 

3.  — The  schoolmaster  receives  the  yearly  sum  of  20s.  from  Henry  Ledson,  of 
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Melling,  who  occupies  land  there  belonging  to  Michael  Hughes,  esquire,  sup- 
posed to  be  charged  with  this  payment.  On  the  table  of  benefactions  this  is 
noticed  as  having  been  given  by  John  Tatlock. 

The  schoolmaster  used  also  to  receive  15  s.  a year  as  the  interest  of  15  /.  10s. 
school-stock,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Glover  Moore,  rector  of 
Halsall,  one  of  the  trustees.  This  money  has  since  been  expended  in  paying 
for  the  trust-deeds  prepared  in  1821. 

All  the  children  of  the  township  of  Melling-with-Cunscough  who  offer  are 
admitted  to  the  school,  without  any  application  to  the  trustees,  and  are  taught 
reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  when  required,  without  any  charge. 

At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  there  were  about  25  free-children  in  the  school, 
and  the  master  had  other  scholars  who  paid. 


Poor’s  Stock. 

Poor’s  Stock.  There  was  in  this  township  a poor’s-stock  of  35/.,  supposed  to  have  been 
derived  from  the  four  following  persons,  whose  names  appear  in  the  table  of 
benefactions  in  Melling  chapel : 


Mr.  Moss  left  to  the  poor 

1 ? 
i 

Thomas  Aloore 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 - - 

John  Spencer 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  - - 

Roger  Obadiah 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  - - 

£. 

35  - ~ 

Nearly  50  years  ago,  at  a township-meeting,  it  was  agreed  to  carry  this 
money  to  the  account  of  the  poor’s-rate,  and  to  pay  35  s.  yearly  as  interest 
for  it. 

This  sum  is  regularly  paid,  and  distributed  on  Good  Friday,  yearly,  at  the 
chapel,  by  the  minister  and  chapel-wardens,  together  with  155.  from  Tatlock’s 
Charities  hereafter  mentioned,  to  poor  persons  of  the  township  not  receiving 
parochial  relief.  The  amount  is  divided  equally  amongst  the  applicants,  who 
are  generally  eight  or  nine  in  number. 

Richard  and  John  Tatlock’s  Charities. 

Richard  and  John  The  Table  of  Benefactions  states  that  Mr.  Richard  Tatlock  left  20/.,  and 
Tatlock’s  Charities.  ]1js  son  J0lin  10/.,  to  the  poor. 

The  sum  of  305.  in  respect  of  these  legacies  is  paid  by  the  same  person  who 
pays  205.  yearly  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  is  supposed  to  be  charged  on  the 
same  estate. 

One  half  of  this  is  given  away  on  Good  Friday,  as  already  mentioned ; 
and  the  other  part  is  distributed  amongst  10  or  12  poor  persons  on  Saint 
Thomas’s-day. 


PARISH  OF  LEIGH. 

Grammar  School. 

Leigh.  We  cannot  discover  the  original  foundation  of  this  school.  It  certainly 

existed  in  1655,  in  which  year  John  or  Tiers  Ranicars , of  Atherton,  by  Will, 

Grammar  School.  foearing  jate  i(3th  August,  charged  his  lands  in  the  parish  of  Leigh,  and  in  the 
parish  of  Wigan,  and  particularly  two  closes  in  Pennington,  called  Black 
Fields,  with  the  yearly  sum  of  51.,  to  be  for  ever  paid  to  the  feoffees  of  the  free- 
school  of  Leigh,  towards  the  maintenance  thereof. 

This  rentcharge  is  regularly  paid  to  the  master  by  the  tenant  of  Black 
Fields,  which  at  present  belong  to  Airs.  Gwillym,  of  Springfield,  and  Airs.  Earle, 
of  Spekelands,  near  Liverpool. 

The  school  received  a further  endowment  from  Richard  Bradshazc,  of  Pen- 
nington, who  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  28th  April  1681,  bequeathed  the  sum  of 
61.  yearly,  for  ever,  towards  maintaining  a good  schoolmaster  at  Leigh,  and 
charged  his  lands  in  Pennington  therewith,  which  lands  he  also  charged  with 
the  payment  of  51.  per  annum  for  the  poor  of  Pennington;  and  he  directed  his 
heirs  to  take  care  as  feoffees,  along  with  the  other  feoffees  formerly  chosen  for 
the  said  school,  of  the  choice  of  a good  schoolmaster  at  Leigh,  and  that  the 
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house,  he  had  given  to  keep  the  school  in  should  be  kept  in  repair,  and  the 
rent  of  1 s.  per  annum  paid  to  his  heirs  successively,  at  the  charge  of  the 
parish  of  Leigh  (as  Mr.  Alexander  Radcliff,  one  of  the  said  feoffees,  engaged 
for  himself  and  the  rest  of  the  feoffees  to  do)  ; and  on  failure  of  the  payment 
of  the  said  G/.  he  empowered  the  said  feoffees,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  distrain 
upon  any  part  of  the  said  premises  for  the  same ; but,  if  after  his  decease  his 
heirs  should  think  fit  to  assign  or  set  forth  out  of  his  said  lands  so  much  thereof 
as  would  be  sufficient,  in  the  judgment  of  three  honest  and  indifferent  men  of 
Pennington-cum-Leigh,  to  answer  the  said  yearly  sums  of  61.  and  51.  for  ever, 
so  as  not  to  charge  the  whole  of  the  said  lands  therewith,  he  gave  them  power 
so  to  do. 

It  appears  that  the  premises  in  Pennington,  which  belonged  to  the  testator, 
came  afterwards  into  the  possession  of  Margaret  the  wife  of  George  Faring- 
ton,  the  only  child  and  heir  of  John  Bradshaw,  and  great-grand-daughter  of 
the  testator,  who  being  desirous  to  sell  the  estate  in  parcels,  and  to  charge  the 
said  payments  of  61.  and  51.  on  a moiety  of  the  corn-tithes  of  Pennington,  and 
to  disencumber  the  remainder  of  the  said  estate,  conveyed  the  said  moiety  to 
Richard  Atherton  and  James  Starkie  (who  both  purchased  considerable  parts 
of  the  estate  of  Richard  Bradshaw),  and  to  Valentine  Farington,  M.D.,  and 
their  heirs,  as  a security  for  the  raising  and  payment  of  the  said  yearly  sums 
of  61.  and  51.,  and  for  indemnifying  the  other  estates  of  the  said  Richard 
Bradshaw.  Samuel  Hilton  afterwards  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  all  the 
estate  of  the  said  Margaret  Farington  in  Pennington,  then  remaining  unsold, 
free  from  all  encumbrances,  except  one  rentcharge  of  11/.  per  annum  to  the 
said  school  and  poor.  And  in  pursuance  of  the  said  contract,  by  indentures 
of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  14th  and  15th  June  1726,  in  consideration 
of  4,550/.,  the  premises  were  conveyed  to  the  said  Samuel  Hilton,  and  his  heirs  > 
and  in  the  indenture  of  release  is  contained  a covenant  against  encumbrances, 
with  an  exception  to  the  effect  following : — “ And  also  save  and  except  one 
other  indenture,  bearing  date  the  14th  day  of  November  1723,  made  between 
the  said  George  Farington  and  Margaret  his  wife,  and  William  Stratford,  of 
the  one  part,  and  Richard  Atherton,  James  Starkie,  and  Valentine  Farington, 
of  the  other  part;  whereby  the  said  moiety  of  the  said  tithes  of  Pennington, 
with  their  appurtenances,  were  granted  and  conveyed  to  the  said  Richard 
Atherton,  James  Starkie,  and  Valentine  Farington,  upon  trust,  as  a security  to 
indemnify  them  and  all  other  purchasers  of  any  part  of  the  lands  late  of  the 
said  Richard  Bradshaw,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  from  the  said  two  annuities  of 
61.  and  5/.  a year,  given  by  the  will  of  the  said  Richard  Bradshaw  to  the  said 
school  and  poor. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  26th  and  27th  November 
1770>  between  Margaret  Farington,  widow  of  George  Farington,  the  heir  at 
law  of  Richard  Bradshaw,  of  the  first  part,  Sir  William  Farington,  knight,  and 
16  others  (of  whom  the  officiating  ministers  of  Leigh  and  Atherton  were  two), 
described  as  trustees  for  the  management  of  the  Grammar-school  of  Leigh, 
of  the  other  part ; reciting  a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  the  County 
Palatine  of  Lancaster,  in  a cause  wherein  the  Attorney-General,  at  the  relation 
of  John  Brandwood,  and  others,  was  informant,  and  Samuel  Hilton,  and  others, 
defendants,  whereby  the  said  Sir  William  Farington,  and  16  others,  two  of 
whom  were  the  then  officiating  ministers  of  Leigh  and  Atherton,  and  the  offi- 
ciating ministers  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  and  the  said  Margaret  Farington, 
were  appointed  trustees  to  take  care  of  and  manage  the  Grammar-school  at 
Leigh,  and  to  appoint  a proper  person  to  supply  the  then  vacancy  of  a school- 
2naster,  and  so  from  time  to  time  as  often  as  the  like  vacancy  should  happen  ; 
and  that  the  legal  estate  in  the  said  school  and  school-house  should  be  conveyed 
to  the  trustees  thereby  appointed,  upon  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  said  school- 
master; and  further  reciting,  that  the  legal  estate  in  the  said  school  and  school- 
house,  and  of  a yearly  rent  of  6/.  left  by  the  will  of  the  said  Richard  Bradshaw, 
for  the  uses  thereinafter  mentioned,  was  vested  in  the  said  Margaret  Farington, 
as  heir-at-law  to  the  said  Richard  Bradshaw;  The  said  Margaret  Farington 
conveyed  to  the  use  of  the  said  Sir  William  Farington  and  others,  parties  of  the 
second  part,  with  the  officiating  ministers  for  the  time  being  of  Leigh  and 
Atherton,  and  of  Margaret  Farington,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  the 
said  yearly  rent  of  61.,  issuing  out  of  the  undivided  moiety  of  the  corn-tithes 
arising  in  Pennington,  formerly  the  estate  of  the  said  Richard  Bradshaw,  and 
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the  edifice  and  building  adjoining  Leigh  church-yard,  within  Pennington, 
commonly  called  the  School  or  School-house,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  take 
care  of  and  manage  the  said  Grammar-school,  and  appoint  proper  persons  to 
supply  vacancies  of  a schoolmaster,  as  often  as  they  should  happen,  and  should 
apply  the  said  yearly  sum  of  G/.  for  the  use  of  the  said  schoolmaster,  for  his 
pains  and  trouble  in  teaching  at  the  said  school ; and  upon  further  trust,  that 
whenever  the  number  of  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  the  number  of  five,  the 
survivors  should  elect  so  many  more  as  would  make  up  with  themselves  the 
number  of  12,  and  should  convey  the  said  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves 
and  such  new  trustees. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  18th  and  19th  April  1820, 
between  John  Walmsley  the  elder,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Birkett,  and  the  Rev. 
Ebenezer  Booth,  of  the  one  part ; and  Thomas  Lord  Lilford,  since  deceased, 
Samuel  Chetham  Hilton,  Benjamin  Gaskell,  John  Walmsley  the  younger, 
Thomas  Hayward  Radcliffe,  Richard  Marsh,  James  Kearsley,  Richard  Guest, 
and  Thomas  Worsley,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that  John  Walmsley  the  elder 
was  the  only  surviving  trustee  named  therein,  and  the  said  Daniel  Birkett  and 
Ebenezer  Booth  were  the  officiating  ministers  of  Leigh  and  Atherton,  and  that 
they  had  elected  the  said  Lord  Lilford  and  others  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
them,  the  said  John  Walmsley  the  elder,  Daniel  Birkett,  and  Ebenezer  Booth, 
conveyed  the  premises  mentioned  in  the  indentures  of  1770  to  the  use  of  the 
said  Lord  Lilford  and  others,  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
upon  the  trust  aforesaid. 

The  rentcharge  of  6/.  is  regularly  paid  by  the  agent  of  Benjamin  Gaskell, 
esquire,  the  owner  of  one  moiety  of  the  tithes  of  Pennington. 

James  Wright,  in  1679,  and  Randell  Wright,  in  1686,  left  each  of  them  the 
interest  of  20/.  to  be  paid  to  the  master  of  Leigh  Grammar  School,  upon  con- 
dition that  he  should  for  each  bequest  teach  two  poor  children  of  Pennington 
free. 

The  sum  of  2/.  in  respect  of  these  bequests  is  regularly  paid  to  the  master  by 
the  trustees  of  James  and  Randell  Wright’s  Charities,  as  will  be  more  fully  stated 
hereafter  in  the  account  of  other  bequests  made  by  the  same  persons  for  the 
poor  of  the  township  of  Pennington. 

Henry  Bolton,  in  1723,  left  20/.,  the  interest  to  be  paid  to  the  schoolmaster 
of  Leigh,  for  instructing  three  poor  children  to  read  and  write.  The  interest 
of  this  sum,  11,,  is  paid  regularly  to  the  schoolmaster  by  the  trustees  of  this  and 
of  other  charities  bequeathed  by  the  same  testator,  of  which  a more  particular 
account  will  be  found  hereafter  in  our  Report  of  the  Charities  in  the  township 
of  Pennington. 

The  schoolmaster  also  receives  1 /.  yearly,  stated  to  have  been  left  by  the 
will  of  John  Bennington,  of  Atherton,  about  thirty  years  ago,  charged  upon 
some  houses  in  West  Leigh.  After  the  death  of  John  Pennington,  the  pro- 
perty came  to  his  wife,  by  whom  the  rentcharge  wTas  regularly  paid  in  February 
yearly.  Upon  her  death  in  1826  the  premises  were  sold  to  Messrs.  Hodg- 
kinsons,  of  Atherton,  subject  to  this  payment,  which  we  are  informed  is 
mentioned  in  the  conveyance. 

The  master  also  receives  10/.  annually  from  the  trustees  of  Bolton’s  and 
Starkey’s  Charities  hereafter  mentioned  in  our  account  of  the  charities  in  the 
township  of  Pennington.  This  sum  is  paid  out  of  the  residue  of  the  income 
of  these  charities,  which  was  directed  to  be  applied  for  the  teaching  of  such 
poor  children  born  in  Pennington,  to  read  English,  knit  or  sew,  at  some  school 
in  Leigh,  and  for  their  better  instruction  in  the  principles  of  the  Church  of 
England  as  the  trustees  should  nominate.  This  payment  therefore  is  not  to  be 
considered  as  any  part  of  the  endowment  of  the  Grammar  School. 

It  is  stated  in  the  table  of  benefactions  that  Henry  Hampson,  gentleman,  in 
1740,  gave  to  the  school,  for  teaching  two  poor  boys  of  West  Leigh,  the  yearly 
sum  of  1 /.  ; also  to  the  poor  of  West  Leigh  the  interest  of  20  /.  The  latter  charity 
will  be  mentioned  hereafter  in  our  account  of  West  Leigh,  but  we  cannot  find 
any  trace  of  the  bequest  to  the  school. 

There  is  a good  school  in  the  town  of  Leigh,  in  the  repairs  of  which,  the 
present  master,  when  he  was  appointed  in  1820,  laid  out  about  40/. 

Seven  children  are  taught  free,  according  to  the  wills  of  James  and  Randell 
Wright,  and  Henry  Bolton.  They  are  appointed  by  the  trustees  of  those 
charities  in  rotation.  Four  are  always  named  from  Pennington,  and  three  from 
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any  other  of  the  townships.  No  scholars  are  appointed  to  be  taught  free  in 
respect  of  the  sum  of  10/.,  which  the  master  receives  from  the  trustees  of 
Bolton’s  and  Starkey’s  charities. 

The  seven  free  scholars  are  instructed  in  reading,  writing,  and  accounts. 
They  are  generally  appointed  about  the  age  of  ten  or  eleven,  and  at  the  end  of 
three  years  other  boys  are  nominated  in  their  room,  so  that  they  never  stay  long 
enough  to  require  classical  instruction. 

There  are  about  35  pay-scholars  in  the  school,  five  of  whom  board  with  the 
master,  and  11  are  learning  the  classics. 
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Travers’s  Charity. 

Henry  Travers,  by  Will,  bearing  date  27th  December  1624,  as  recited  in  the  Travers's  Charity, 
deed  of  1737  hereafter  mentioned,  gave  a yearly  rentcharge  of  10  /.  to  be  pay- 
able to  and  distributable  among  40  poor  people  of  the  parish  of  Leigh. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  24th  March  1659,  as  also  recited  in  the  deed  of 
1737,  between  Thomas  Wyke,  and  Edward  Wyke  his  son  and  heir  apparent,  of  the 
first  part ; Henry  Slater,  and  five  others,  all  of  the  parish  of  Leigh,  (described  as 
the  trustees  elected  for  the  managing  and  disposing  of  the  sum  of  200/.,  the  in- 
terest whereof  was  to  be  distributed  yearly  amongst  40  poor  people  of  the  said 
parish  of  Leigh,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  will  of  Henry  Travers,)  of  the 
other  part,  the  said  Thomas  and  Edward  Wyke  granted  and  enfeoffed  to 
the  said  Henry  Slater  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a tenement  in  Cronton,  in 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  commonly  called  Part’s  Grounds  or  Lands,  whereon 
a messuage  had  formerly  stood,  with  the  several  closes  thereinafter  mentioned, 
viz. — the  field  on  the  west  side  of  the  site  of  the  said  messuage ; a parcel  of 
land  called  the  Half  Acre,  adjoining  thereto ; two  fields  called  the  Great  Cliff 
and  the  Little  Cliff ; a meadow  adjoining  the  Little  Cliff,  and  a close  called  the 
Black  Acre ; containing  in  the  whole  by  estimation  12  acres,  and  four  closes 
called  the  Halliways,  containing  by  estimation  eight  acres.  And  by  Indenture, 
bearing  date  24th  April  1661,  as  recited  in  the  same  deed,  between  the  said 
Henry  Slater  and  others,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  said  Thomas  and  Edward 
Wyke,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  said  indenture  of  24th  March  1659,  the 
said  Henry  Slater  and  others  re-granted  to  the  said  Thomas  and  Edward  Wyke, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  premises  in  Cronton,  yielding  and  paying  there- 
fore yearly,  to  the  said  Henry  Slater  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the 
yearly  rent  of  10/.  on  2d  February,  at  the  parish-church  porch  of  Leigh,  to  be 
distributed  by  the  said  trustees  every  Thursday  in  Passion  Week,  amongst  40 
poor  people  of  the  said  parish  of  Leigh,  by  5 s.  a-piece,  according  to  the  will  of 
the  said  Henry  Travers,  with  a proviso  that  the  said  trustees,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  should  have  power  to  distrain  in  case  of  non-payment. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  20th  August  1737,  between  Thomas  Sutton, 
and  John  Radcliffe,  of  the  first  part,  George  Farington,  and  four  others,  of 
the  second  part,  and  William  Edwardson,  of  the  third  part,  reciting  the  will 
of  Henry  Travers  as  above  abstracted,  and  the  Indentures  of  24th  March 
1659,  and  24th  April  1661  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Thomas  Sutton 
and  John  Radcliffe  were  then  entitled  to  the  said  rent  of  10/.,  and  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  several  townships  were  desirous  that  new  trustees  should  be 
appointed,  the  said  Thomas  Sutton  and  John  Radcliffe,  with  the  privity  and 
consent  of  the  said  William  Edwardson,  the  tenant  of  the  said  premises  charged 
with  the  payment  of  the  said  yearly  rent  of  10  /.,  granted  and  assigned  the  same 
to  the  said  George  Farington,  and  others,  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  the  said 
John  Radcliffe,  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  like  trusts,  with  a proviso,  that  when- 
ever the  number  of  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  three  the  survivors  should 
elect  so  many  others  as  would  make  up  the  number  of  six  ; and  the  said  William 
Edwardson  covenanted  to  pay  the  said  rent  to  the  said  trustees,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  and  gave  him  power  to  distrain  in  case  of  nonpayment. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  subsequent  trust-deed  has  been  executed. 

The  sum  of  10  /.  is  annually  paid  by  Mr.  Thomas  Ryding,  the  owner  of  the 
estate  at  Cronton,  on  which  it  is  charged. 

There  is  a brass  plate  in  the  church  which  records  this  charity,  and  which 
adds,  that  it  was  to  be  given  on  the  Thursday  in  Passion  Week,  near  the 
grave-stone  of  the  testator,  and  accordingly  some  of  the  churchwardens, 
and  generally  one  from  each  of  the  six  townships  attend  on  that  day 
in  the  church,  and  distribute  the  money  in  sums  of  5 s.  a piece  to  poor 

R 4 persons 


Leigh. 

Travers’s  Charity, 
continued. 

\ ^ > 

Sale’s  Charity. 


West  Leigh  Rent- 
charge. 


Itichard  Hilton’s 
Charity. 


132  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

persons  of  the  parish.  The  objects  of  charity  are  nominated  by  the  chur  ch 
wardens;  six  are  chosen  annually  from  each  township,  and  two  additional 
persons  are  chosen  from  two  of  the  townships  in  rotation. 

Sale’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  church  that  John  Sale,  of  West  Leigh,  cooper, 
who  died  12th  May  1701,  gave  by  his  Will,  100/.  that  the  interest  thereof  for 
ever  might  be  bestowed  in  white  bread,  to  be  distributed  to  such  poor  parish- 
ioners as  should  resort  to  the  church  on  every  Lord’s  Day. 

John  Sale,  great  grandson  of  the  testator,  has  some  property  in  West  Leigh, 
which  belonged  to  the  testator,  out  of  which  he  pays  5 1.  yearly  as  the  interest 
of  the  above-mentioned  legacy. 

By  Mr.  Sale’s  order  24  penny  loaves  are  placed  in  the  church  every  Sundav, 
and  given  away  after  Divine  Service.  The  distribution  is  left  to  the  church- 
wardens, who  select  two  persons  from  each  of  the  six  townships,  each  of  whom 
receives  two  penny  loaves. 

West  Leigh  Rentcharge. 

I11  the  table  of  benefactions  in  Leigh  church  it  is  stated  that  there  was  an 
annual  charge  on  the  manor  of  West  Leigh  of  6 s.  for  the  poor  of  the  parish- 
No  date  is  given  ; and  we  cannot  discover  any  trace  of  the  payment  of  this 
charity,  or  of  the  existence  of  any  such  charge  except  what  is  above  stated. 

Richard  Hilton’s  Charity. 

Richard  Hilton,  by  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  17th  and 
18th  August  1682,  as  recited  in  the  indenture  next  following,  conveyed  to 
Thomas  Crook  and  six  others,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  or  tenement  with 
the  appurtenances,  in  Bedford,  called  Arrowsmith’s  Tenement,  and  the  closes 
thereunto  belonging  called  the  Great  Field,  the  Two  Crofts  by  the  house,  the 
Two  Gorsey  Fields,  the  Little  Meadow,  the  Bent  Rawson’s  Meadow,  and 
Arrowsmith’s  Meadow,  containing  by  estimation  12  acres,  large  measure  ; 
subject  to  the  payment  of  the  annual  lee-farm  rent  of  14s.,  upon  trust,  to  stand 
seised  of  the  premises  for  the  sole  use  of  Richard  Hilton  and  his  assigns,  for  his 
life,  and  after  his  decease  to  pay  yearly  out  of  the  annual  rents  of  the  premises 
to  such  minister  as  should  preach  a sermon  in  Leigh  church  on  Saint  Stephen’s- 
day,  yearly,  by  the  nomination  of  his  trustees,  10  s.  for  preaching  on  that  day  ; 
and  to  spend  6 s.  8 d.  yearly,  or  not  exceeding  10 s.,  for  a dinner,  to  be  provided  in 
Leigh,  on  St.  Stephen’s  Day,  for  the  entertainment  of  such  minister  preaching, 
and  of  the  trustees  who  should  be  present  touching  the  distribution  of  the  cha- 
ritable uses  therein  mentioned  ; and  to  the  intent  that  the  residue  of  the  rents 
should  be  distributed  by  the  said  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  on  Saint 
Stephen’s-day,  after  hearing  such  sermon  preached,  among  40  of  the  poorest 
people  being  protestants,  or  so  reputed,  resident  within  the  four  townships  of 
West  Leigh,  Atherton,  Bedford,  and  Pennington,  in  the  parish  of  Leigh,  which 
should  come  to  the  church  to  hear  the  said  sermon,  and  that  by  the  sole  nomi- 
nation of  Thomas  Crook  during  his  life,  and  after  his  decease,  of  Abigail 
Crook,  daughter  of  Richard  Hilton,  and  after  her  decease  then  of  Caleb  Crook, 
and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  and  for  default  of  such  issue,  then  of  the  right  heirs 
of  Thomas  Crook,  on  the  body  of  the  said  Abigail  lawfully  begotten,  and  for 
default  of  such  issue,  to  the  right  heirs  of  the  said  Richard  Hilton,  for  ever ; 
and  upon  further  trust,  that  when  the  number  of  the  trustees  should  be  reduced 
to  three,  the  survivors  should  appoint  four  others,  whereof  the  said  Abigail 
Crook,  in  case  she  should  survive  her  husband,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  male 
or  female,  or  for  want  thereof,  then  the  right  heirs  of  the  said  Richard  Hilton, 
should  be  principally  elected  and  nominated  as  trustees,  and  that  the  residue 
should  be  completed  out  of  the  most  honest,  discreet,  and  substantial  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  four  townships. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  1st  September  1813,  between  Samuel  Chetham 
Hilton,  eldest  son  and  heir-at-law  of  James  Hilton,  of  Pennington,  esquire, 
deceased,  who  was  heir-at-law  of  Richard  Hilton,  of  Abram,  and  which  James 
Hilton  was  the  surviving  trustee  of  the  premises  thereinafter  named,  of  the  one 
part,  and  Sir  Nathaniel  Duckenfield,  James  Hilton,  second  son  of  the  said 
James  Hilton,  of  Pennington,  deceased,  Edward  Kearsley,  Thomas  Worsley, 
John  Guest,  and  William  Hilton,  another  of  the  sons  of  the  said  James  Hilton, 
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of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  deed  of  1682  above  abstracted  ; and  reciting 
other  Indentures  of  the  8th  and  9th  April  1769,  appointing  new  trustees 
(since  deceased),  the  said  Samuel  Chetham  Hilton  conveyed  the  premises 
above  mentioned  to  the  said  Sir  Nathaniel  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
upon  the  trusts  set  forth  in  the  deed  of  1682.  And  upon  further  trust, 
that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  three,  they  should  fill  up  the 
number  to  seven. 

Four  only  of  the  trustees  named  in  the  above  indenture  are  living ; viz. 
Samuel  Chetham  Hilton,  James  Hilton,  Thomas  Worsley,  and  William  Hilton. 

The  deeds  relating  to  this  charity  are  stated  to  be  in  the  custody  of  Samuel 
Chetham  Hilton,  esquire,  of  Shooters  Hill,  near  Bawtry,  Yorkshire.  The  above 
abstracts  were  taken  from  a draft  produced  to  us  by  Mr.  Joshua  Coleby,  agent 
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to  the  trustees. 

The  trust-property  consists  of  a farm-house,  with  out-buildings,  and 
11a.  2r.  11p.  of  land,  8 yards  to  the  perch,  let  to  Richard  Hayes,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  a high-rent  of  48/. 

Within  the  last  20  years  a considerable  sum  has  been  expended  in  repairs, 
and  the  premises  are  now  in  very  good  condition. 

The  trustees  are  also  possessed  of  420/.  stock,  new  four-per-cents.  This  stock 
arose  from  savings  of  income  made  by  direction  of  the  late  James  Hilton,  esq., 
who  died  in  1803.  The  lands  lie  convenient  for  division  into  two  farms  ; and 
Mr.  Hilton  wished  to  save  money  to  build  another  farm-house  and  homestead, 
to  be  occupied  with  a portion  of  the  land.  He  died  however  before  the  house 
was  commenced.  The  money  which  was  in  Mr.  Hilton’s  hands  bore  interest,, 
which  was  added  yearly  to  the  principal ; and  it  also  continued  to  increase  in 
the  same  way  from  the  time  of  his  death  till  1816,  interest  being  regularly 
allowed  for  it  by  his  successor. 

In  1815  the  balance  was  paid  over  to  the  new  acting  trustees  ; and  in 
January  1816,  400/.  stock  in  the  Navy  five  per-cents  was  bought  for  3551.  10s^ 
The  dividend  on  this  stock,  amounting  to  16/.  16s.,  is  added  to  the  rents. 

Mr.  Joshua  Coleby  has  acted  as  agent  for  the  trustees  for  near  40  years,  and 
receives  1/.  11  s.  6d.  yearly  for  his  trouble.  During  that  period  the  distribu- 
tion has  varied.  Up  to  the  time  of  purchasing  the  stock  only  10 s.  6d.  was 
given  to  each  of  40  poor  persons;  in  1817,  11.  was  given  to  each.  In  subse- 
quent years  the  sum  has  varied  from  1/.  Is.  to  11.  10s. 

The  objects  of  this  charity  are  selected,  after  consulting  the  principal  inha- 
bitants, from  poor  persons  of  the  four  townships  legally  settled  therein  ; when 
once  appointed  they  generally  continue  to  receive  the  charity  for  life,  unless 
they  go  into  the  workhouse,  or  cease  to  require  assistance. 

On  Saint  Stephen’s-day  a sermon  is  preached,  as  directed,  and  the  poor 
persons  attend,  unless  prevented  by  illness  ; and  after  church  receive  the 
money  from  Mr.  Coleby,  the  clergyman  attending. 

In  the  years  1818  and  1819  all  the  money  in  hand  was  distributed  ; in  the 
former  year  44,  and  in  the  latter  52  persons  receiving  30s.  each.  Since  that 
period  the  distribution  has  been  confined  to  40  persons. 

The  clergyman  receives  11.  Is.  for  the  sermon,  and  the  allowance  of  10s. 
for  the  dinner  is  also  paid  to  him : at  the  end  of  the  year  1826  there  was 
a balance  of  1/.  7 s.  9 id.  against  the  charity. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  ASTLEY. 


School. 

The  school  in  this  township  was  founded  and  endowed  under  the  Will  of 
Adam  Mort,  bearing  date  19th  March  1630.  As  we  shall  give  a full  abstract 
of  the  will  under  the  following  head,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  state  shortly,  in 
this  place,  that  the  testator  devised  two  closes  in  Pennington,  the  one  called 
Stockies,  and  the  other  Great  Black  Field,  containing  2a.  2r.  30p.,  and 
2a.  2r.,  of  8 yards  to  the  perch,  and  all  other  his  lands  in  Pennington,  to 
trustees,  towards  the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster,  who  should  teach  all 
children  repairing  to  the  chapel  which  the  testator  had  built  in  Astley,  whether 
they  were  from  Astley,  or  other  places.  And  by  a Codicil  annexed  to  his  will, 
bearing  date  21st  March  1630,  he  further  devised  to  the  same  uses  half  an 
acre  of  land  in  Pennington,  for  the  purchase  of  which  he  had  then  lately 
contracted. 
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The  will  contains  particular  directions  with  respect  to  the  children  whom  the 
testator  intended  should  be  taught  free,  and  those  for  whom  the  master  was  to 
receive  pay,  and  with  respect  to  the  power  of  appointing  and  removing  the 
master ; it  also  contains  a clause  directing  that  one  moiety  of  the  rents  of  an 
estate  in  Tildesley,  which  he  had  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  minister  of  Astley 
chapel,  should  be  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  in  case  the  parties  to  whom  he  gave 
the  power  of  appointing  and  removing  the  minister  should  be  hindered  in  so 
doing;  and  he  also  directed  that  in  case  they  should  be  hindered  in  the 
appointment  or  removal  of  the  schoolmaster,  the  profits  of  the  Pennington 
lands  should  in  such  case  be  disposed  of,  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  minister, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  poor  of  the  places  therein  mentioned. 

In  our  account  of  the  other  charities  derived  from  this  donor  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  make  some  observations  with  respect  to  the  appointment  of  trustees, 
to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer.  With  regard  to  the  lands  in  Pennington,  no 
trustees  appear  to  have  interfered  for  many  years  ; the  entire  management  and 
letting  thereof  having  been  improperly  left  to  the  schoolmaster. 

This  property  consists  of  about  12  acres  of  land,  statute-measure,  and  is  let 
on  lease,  bearing  date  19th  December  1826,  granted  by  the  schoolmaster, 
Robert  Cunliffe,  to  his  son,  Robert  CunlifFe,  and  his  son’s  brother-in-law, 
William  Richardson,  for  the  term  of  31  years,  (if  the  lessor  should  so  long  live), 
at  the  clear  yearly  rent  of  18/.  This  appears  to  be  a fair  rent. 

The  next  benefaction  to  this  school  was  derived  from  the  gift  of  Thomas 
Guest , who  by  his  Will,  which  was  proved  at  Chester  in  1731,  gave  to  the 
schoolmaster  for  the  time  being  at  Astley,  within  Leigh  Parish,  where  he  was 
born,  and  his  successors,  for  ever,  an  annuity  or  clear  yearly  rent  of  20s.,  to 
be  paid  at  Christmas,  yearly,  for  increase  of  the  stipend  or  salary  of  the  said 
school,  and  to  be  yearly  issuing  out  of  all  and  every  his  freehold  messuages 
and  cottages  in  Spotland,  other  than  and  except  three  cottages  and  a garden, 
thereinbefore  devised  to  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  a school  in  Rochdale. 

This  rentcharge  of  20  s.  per  annum  is  paid  by  Jonathan  Fildes,  esquire,  of 
Quarry  Hill,  in  respect  of  some  cottages  in  Blackwater,  in  Rochdale,  belonging 
to  him  ; the  amount  is  paid  to  Lawrence  Kirkman,  of  Leigh,  by  whom  it  is 
transmitted  to  the  schoolmaster. 

The  endowment  of  this  school  was  subsequently  augmented  in  the  year  1732, 
by  the  gift  of  Thomas  Mort,  of  whose  charities  an  account  will  also  be  found 
under  the  following  head.  In  respect  of  this  benefaction  the  schoolmaster 
receives  from  John  Parkinson,  the  collector  of  the  tithes  of  corn,  grain,  &c. 
arising  in  the  township  of  Astley,  one  sixth  part  of  the  clear  produce  of  such 
tithes,  after  paying  certain  specific  charges,  and  the  assessments  thereon.  The 
sums  received  by  the  schoolmaster,  in  respect  of  his  share,  for  the  last  six  years, 
have  varied  from  1/.  8s.  8 d.  to  11  s.  8d.  ; but  if  the  tithes  were  let  at  their 
full  value,  as  we  conceive  they  ought  to  be,  these  payments  would  be  consi- 
derably increased. 

There  is  also  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  the  yearly  sum  of  51.  6 s.  The  origin 
of  this  payment  is  not  known,  but  it  is  considered  as  a charge  upon  the  estate 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Worsley,  of  West  Leigh,  on  whose  account  it  is  regularly  paid, 
the  schoolmaster  giving  a receipt  for  the  amount,  as  a rentcharge  due  on  the 
1st  May  yearly. 

From  these  sources  the  whole  income  of  the  school  is  derived.  There  is 
a school-room  in  the  chapel-yard  ; but  no  dwelling-house  for  the  master. 

Robert  Cunliffe,  the  present  schoolmaster,  was  appointed  in  the  year  1772, 
having,  as  he  states,  been  elected  by  the  majority  of  the  householders  or  heads 
of  Families,  in  Astley,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  contained  in  the  Will  of 
Adam  Mort. 

The  privilege  of  free  instruction  is  not  confined  to  the  inhabitants  of  Astley, 
but  all  children  are  entitled  to  be  taught  free,  provided  their  parents  are  unable 
to  pay  for  their  education. 

At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  we  found  this  school  reduced  to  a very  low  state. 
In  the  previous  week  there  had  not  been  in  the  school,  on  any  one  day,  more 
than  five  children,  three  of  whom  were  of  ability  to  pay,  and  two  were  taken  as 
free-scholars  ; and  in  the  whole  of  the  preceding  year,  according  to  the  mas- 
ter’s statement,  he  had  at  no  period  more  than  12  or  15  scholars.  We  are 
informed  by  him  that  when  he  was  first  appointed  he  had  80  or  90  scholars, 
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upon  an  average,  but  whatever  may  have  been  his  merits  at  this  period,  which 
it  will  be  observed  was  55  years  ago,  it  appears  that  for  a great  length  of  time 
he  has  been  wholly  unlit  for  the  situation.  The  removal  of  the  master  is  vested 
by  the  Will  of  Adam  Mort  in  the  inhabitants  or  heads  of  families  in  Astley, 
with  the  heirs-male  of  the  testator ; but  though  we  conceive  that  there  is  suffi- 
cient ground  to  justify  the  exercise  of  this  power,  there  seems  to  be  a great 
reluctance  to  take  any  steps  for  the  purpose ; the  excuse  for  not  interfering 
is  the  advanced  age  of  Mr.  Cunliffe,  from  which  it  may  naturally  be  exoected 
that  it  will  not  be  long  before  a vacancy  takes  place. 

Charities  of  Adam  and  Thomas  Mort. 

Adam  Mort , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  19th  March  1630,  reciting  that  he  Charities  of 
had  built  a chapel  for  Divine  Service  in  Astley,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  and  and  Thomas 
that  he  purposed  to  make  some  provision,  as  well  towards  the  maintenance  of  a 
preaching  minister  in  the  said  township  of  Astley,  and  towards  the  wages  of 
a schoolmaster  to  teach  children  there,  as  also  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor 
of  both  the  townships  of  Bolton  and  Astley,  devised  to  Sir  Cecil  Trafford, 
knight,  Roger  Downes,  John  Atherton,  Radcliff  Ashton,  Peter  Egerton, 

John  Bradshaw,  John  Greenhalgh  and  Oswald  Mosley,  esquires,  and  Robert 
Mawdesley,  and  Humphrey  Booth,  gentlemen,  Thomas  Mort,  his  eldest  son 
and  Adam  Mort,  his  youngest  son,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  certain  premises  in 
Tildesley  therein  described,  for  the  maintenance  of  a preaching  minister  of  the 
chapel  he  had  built  in  Astley.  He  also  devised  a close  with  the  appurtenances  in 
Pennington,  in  the  said  county  of  Lancaster,  commonly  called  the  Stockies, 
containing  by  estimation,  2a.  2r.  30p.  of  eight  yards  to  the  perch,  and  his 
portion  of  another  close,  with  the  appurtenances  in  Pennington,  called  the  great 
Black  Field,  containing  by  estimation,  2 a.  2 r.  like  measure,  lately  measured 
and  set  forth  from  the  residue  of  the  said  close,  and  which  in  part  adjoined  to 
the  said  close  called  Stockies,  and  all  other  his  lands  and  hereditaments  in 
Pennington;  and  two  yearly  rents  of  51.  6 s.  8 d.  each,  lately  purchased  of 
Richard  Urmston,  of  West  Leigh,  issuing  out  of  the  several  moietiesof  (the  tithes 
of  corn,  grain  and  straw,  yearly  arising*)  within  the  said  township  of  Astley, 
upon  trust,  that  the  said  Sir  Cecil  Trafford  and  others,  and  the  survivor  of  them 
and  his  heirs,  should  suffer  the  said  premises  in  Pennington,  and  the  profits 
thereof,  to  be  for  ever  yearly  disposed  of,  and  wholly  employed  and  enjoyed  for 
and  towards  the  wages  and  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster  for  the  teaching  of 
such  children  as  should  repair  to  the  said  chapel,  built  in  Astley,  to  be  taught, 
whether  they  should  come  from  Astley  or  other  places ; nevertheless  he  de- 
clared it  was  not  his  purpose  that  the  profits  of  the  said  premises  should  be  all 
the  wages  that  the  said  schoolmaster  should  have  for  his  pains,  but  only  that  it 
should  supply  the  inability  of  the  people,  so  that  this  which  he  intended,  toge- 
ther with  that  which  the  people  should  give,  might  provide  a good  schoolmaster 
in  that  place,  his  purpose  being  that  those  children,  which  of  themselves,  or  by 
their  friends  should  have  ability,  should  pay  for  their  instruction,  and  that  the 
rest  should  be  freely  taught;  and  he  further  directed  that  his  son,  Thomas 
Mort,  should  have  the  nomination  and  the  power  of  removing  the  preaching 
minister,  and  the  schoolmaster,  as  he  should  see  cause  during  his  life,  and  that 
he  might  by  his  will  or  by  deed,  set  down  some  good  order  or  course  for  the 
election  and  removal  of  the  said  minister  and  schoolmaster,  which  should  be 
from  time  to  time  for  ever  observed,  and  if  he  should  not  set  down  any  such 
course,  that  the  said  minister  and  schoolmaster  should  be  elected  and  removed, 
as  occasion  should  be  from  time  to  time,  by  all  the  householders  or  heads  of 
families  in  Astley,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  (the  testator’s)  body,  and  such 
other’s  of  his  kindred  or  blood  as  should  have  any  lands  in  Astley,  or  the  greater 
number  of  them,  with  the  advice  of  some  godly  ministers  near  adjoining, 
wherein  he  directed  that  the  voice  of  the  heir  male  of  his  body  should  be 
accounted  as  equal  to  six  of  the  other  voices,  his  earnest  desire  being,  as  to  the 
schoolmaster,  that  there  might  ever  be  had  a fit  person  for  a schoolmaster  there ; 
and  upon  further  trust,  that  if  the  persons  in  whom  the  power  of  electing  and 
removing  the  minister  was  placed  should  be  hindered  in  executing  the  said 
power,  or  any  minister  duly  elected  should  not  be  suffered  to  enjoy  the  place, 
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This  part  of  the  Will,  as  appears  from  the  Office  Copy,  was  decayed. 
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Astley.  an(j  execute  his  ministry,  or  that  any  minister  who  should  be  discharged  of 
Charities  of  Adam  *lis  P*ace  by  the  persons  authorized  so  to  do,  should  continue  therein,  the  said 
and  Thomas  Wort,  trustees  should  permit  the  profits  of  the  premises,  intended  for  his  maintenance, 
continued.  during  such  time  as  the  persons  authorized  so  to  do  should  be  prevented  from 
v 7 exercising  their  powers,  to  be  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  schoolmaster 
there  for  the  time  being,  and  the  poor  of  the  townships  of  Astley  and  Tildes- 
ley,  and  the  places  adjoining,  or  some  of  them,  in  manner  following,  viz.  to 
the  said  schoolmaster  one  half  thereof,  and  to  the  said  poor  the  other  half. 
And  he  further  directed  that  in  like  manner,  if  the  election  and  removal  of  the 
said  schoolmaster  should  be  hindered,  the  profits  of  the  premises  appointed  for 
such  schoolmaster  should  be  employed  by  the  persons  having  the  power  of 
election  and  removal  as  aforesaid  ; one  half  to  the  minister,  and  the  other  half 
to  the  poor  of  the  places  aforesaid  ; and  further,  that  if  it  should  happen  that 
both  the  minister  and  schoolmaster  should  be  wanting  at  one  time,  the  profits 
of  the  said  premises  intended  for  them  should  during  such  time  be  distributed 
to  the  poor  of  the  townships  of  Bolton  and  Astley ; and  on  further  trust,  that 
the  said  trustees  should  permit  and  suffer  the  sum  of  51.  6 s.  8 cl.,  one  of  the 
yearly  rents  before  mentioned,  issuing  out  of  that  moiety  of  the  tithe-corn, 
grain,  and  straw  of  the  township  of  Astley,  which  belonged  to  Thomas  Tildes- 
ley,  esquire,  as  also  the  sum  of  4/.  135.  4 d.,  being  part  of  the  other  yearly 
rent  issuing  out  of  that  moiety  of  the  said  tithe  which  belonged  to  him  (the 
said  testator),  which  sums  amounted  to  10/.  in  the  whole,  should  be  yearly 
distributed  amongst  all  or  some  part  of  the  poor  persons  for  the  time  being 
resident  or  inhabiting  within  the  said  townships  of  Bolton  and  Astley,  5 1.  in 
the  one  township,  and  51.  in  the  other;  but  he  nevertheless  desired  that  as 
often  as  cause  should  require,  they  should  permit  the  sum  of  205.  or  under,  to 
be  taken  in  every  or  any  year  forth  of  each  or  either  of  the  said  respective 
sums  of  5 1.  to  be  given  and  distributed  to  any  poor  person  or  persons,  having 
then  any  great  or  present  need  thereof,  not  inhabiting  within  either  of  the  said 
towmships  of  Bolton  or  Astley  ; and  further,  to  permit  the  said  Thomas  Mort, 
and  his  heirs,  to  have  to  their  own  use  the  sum  of  135.  4 d.  residue  of  the  last- 
mentioned  yearly  rent  of  51.  6s.  8 d.  And  it  was  provided,  that  when  any  five 
of  the  said  trustees  should  be  dead,  the  survivors  should  elect  as  many  more  as 
should  make  up  the  number  of  12,  to  be  co-trustees  with  them,  and  that  they 
should  convey  all  the  above-mentioned  premises  accordingly  upon  the  trusts 
aforesaid. 

And  by  a codicil  to  his  will,  bearing  date  21st  March  1630,  reciting 
that  he  had  lately  agreed  for  the  purchase  of  a parcel  of  land  in  Pen- 
nington, containing  about  half  an  acre,  the  said  testator  directed  that  the 
same  should  be  disposed  of  to  all  purposes  in  the  same  manner  as  the  residue 
of  the  lands  in  Pennington,  mentioned  in  his  Will,  and  intended  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a schoolmaster  or  otherwise,  as  in  his  said  Will  was  expressed. 

By  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale,  enrolled,  and  bearing  date  28th  April  1732, 
as  recited  in  the  indenture  hereafter  abstracted,  between  Thomas  Mort,  of  Dam 
House,  esquire,  of  the  one  part,  and  Henry  Hulton,  Samuel  Chetham,  Robert 
Booth,  John  Parker,  Richard  Whitehead,  James  Starkey,  James  Hilton,  Samuel 
Stockton,  John  Mort,  Edward  Green,  Peter  Collier,  and  John  Guest,  of  the 
other  part,  reciting  that  the  said  Thomas  Mort  was  seised  in  fee  of  one  moiety  of 
the  tithes  of  all  manner  of  corn  and  grain  whatsoever  yearly  arising  within 
the  township  of  Astley,  with  the  appurtenances  (“  save  and  except  the 
“ tithe  of  the  ancient  demesne  of  Peel  within  Astley,  formerly  belonging  to 
“ Mr.  Gillibrand,  and  then  in  the  possession  of  William  Entwisle,  clerk,)  and 
“ likewise  of  one  annual  or  yearly  rent  of  135.  4 </.,  due  and  payable  for  the 
“ tithe-corn  of  all  the  said  ancient  demesne  of  Peel  aforesaid,  also  due  and 
“ payable  out  of  and  for  the  pigs,  geese,  hemp  and  flax,  arising  and  being 
•“  within  Astley  aforesaid,”  the  said  Thomas  Mort,  in  order  to  make  a further 
augmentation  for  the  officiating  minister  and  clerk  of  the  chapel  in  Astley,  and 
also  for  the  schoolmaster  teaching  scholars  at  the  school  in  Astley,  and  their 
successors,  and  for  other  purposes,  bargained  and  sold  to  the  said  Henry 
Hulton  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  moiety  of  the  said  tithes  and 
tithe-rent,  as  also  the  said  135.  4 d.  due  and  payable  for  or  out  of  the  tithe 
arising  within  the  said  demesne  of  Peel,  for  the  use  of  him  the  said  Thomas 
Mort  for  his  life,  and  after  his  decease  upon  trust,  that  the  money  arising  from 
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the  premises  should  yearly  be  divided  into  seven  equal  shares,  to  be  yearly  dis- 
posed of  on  the  25th  day  of  December  in  manner  following  ; viz. 

1 Seventh  part  to  the  vicar  of  Leigh  for  the  time  being. 

1 Ditto  to  the  officiating  curate  or  minister  of  Astley  chapel. 

1 Ditto  to  the  clerk  at  ditto. 

1 Ditto  to  the  schoolmaster  at  Astley  school. 

1 Ditto  to  such  poor  persons  within  Bolton-in-the-Moors,  as  the  trustees 
should  direct. 

1 Ditto  to  such  poor  persons  within  Astley,  as  the  trustees  should  direct. 

1 Ditto  for  defraying  the  necessary  charge  of  executing  the  trust,  and  for 
paying  and  discharging  all  lays,  taxes,  and  impositions,  as  should  be  charged 
upon  the  premises. 

And  it  was  provided,  that  if  any  surplus  of  the  last  seventh  part  should  remain 
after  such  payment,  the  same  should  be  disposed  of  to  such  charitable  uses  as 
the  trustees  should  appoint ; and  it  was  further  provided,  that  when  any  five  of 
the  trustees  should  die,  or  sooner,  if  the  trustees  should  think  fit,  the  survivors 
should  fill  up  the  number  to  12,  and  convey  the  premises  to  such  new  and  old 
trustees  upon  the  same  trusts. 

New  trustees  have  been  appointed  from  time  to  time,  as  well  for  the  charity 
of  Adam  Mort  as  for  that  of  Thomas  Mort,  the  appointments  and  conveyances 
with  respect  to  each  charity  having  been  kept  distinct. 

The  last  conveyance  of  the  premises  devised  by  Adam  Mort  was  by  inden- 
tures of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  1st  and  2d  October  1816,  between  Thomas 
Johnson,  described  as  the  only  surviving  trustee  of  the  charitable  estates 
thereinafter  mentioned,  of  the  first  part ; and  George  Lord  Kenyon,  Thomas 
Sutton  Mort  Froggatt,  Egerton  Leigh,  James  Wilde,  William  Hulton,  George 
Ormerod,  Isaac  Blackburn,  Thomas  Lyon,  Benjamin  Rawson,  James  Kearsley, 
and  John  Smith,  of  the  other  part ; wiiereby  as  appears  from  a copy  thereof 
produced  to  us  by  Messrs.  Fitchett  and  Wagstafij  solicitors,  of  Warrington, 
reciting  the  will  and  codicil  of  Adam  Mort,  and  a decree  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  of  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster,  made  28th  July  1760,  confirming 
a decree  of  Commissioners  of  charitable  uses,  made  9th  December  1728,  whereby 
Humphrey  Trafford,  as  the  heir  at  law  of  Sir  Cecil  Trafford,  was  directed  to 
convey  the  premises  thereinafter  mentioned  to  new  trustees,  and  reciting  sub- 
sequent conveyances  to  new  trustees  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing 
date  10th  and  11th  November  1730,  and  the  last  bearing  date  3d  and  4th  July 
1799,  the  said  Thomas  Johnson  conveyed  the  premises  mentioned  in  the  will 
and  codicil  of  Adam  Mort  to  the  parties  thereto  of  the  second  part,  and  their 
heirs,  to  the  use  of  all  the  said  parties,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts 
declared  in  the  said  will  and  codicil. 

This  deed  is  executed  by  Thomas  Johnson,  but  by  none  of  the  parties  of  the 
second  part,  except  Lord  Kenyon,  Thomas  Sutton  Mort  Froggatt,  and  James 
Wilde,  esquires. 

The  last  conveyance  of  the  premises  granted  to  trustees  by  Thomas  Mort 
was  by  indenture,  bearing  date  1st  October  1816,  between  John  Glegg, 
described  as  the  only  surviving  trustee  of  the  trust-estate  thereafter  mentioned, 
of  the  one  part,  and  George  Lord  Kenyon,  Thomas  Sutton  Mort  Froggatt, 
Egerton  Leigh,  James  Wilde,  Thomas  Legh,  of  Haydock,  William  Hulton, 
Samuel  Chetham  Hilton,  George  Ormerod,  Thomas  Lyon  the  younger,  John 
Arthur  Borron,  and  James  Kearsley,  of  the  other  part,  whereby  reciting  the 
indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  of  28th  April  1732,  (from  which  recital  the  above 
abstract  was  taken,)  and  reciting  that  by  indenture,  dated  24th  April  1778  the 
trust-premises  became  vested  in  certain  trustees  therein  named,  of  whom  the 
said  John  Glegg  was  the  survivor  ; the  said  John  Glegg  nominated  the  parties 
of  the  second  part  to  be  trustees  with  him,  and  conveyed  to  them,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  to  the  use  of  all  the  said  parties,  the  moiety  of  the  tithes  and  tithe- 
rent,  as  also  the  said  13  s.  4 d.  due  and  payable  for  and  out  of  the  tithes  arising 
within  the  demesne  of  Peel,  and  all  other  the  trust-premises,  upon  the  trusts 
declared  in  the  deed  of  1732,  with  the  same  directions  as  to  the  appointment  of 
new  trustees. 
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This  deed  was  produced  to  us  by  David  Hodgkinson,  agent  for  Thomas 
Sutton  Mort  Froggatt,  esquire.  It  is  executed  by  John  Glegg,  the  grantor, 
but  by  none  of  the  other  parties. 

Rep.  19.  S3  Though 
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Though  by  the  deeds  above  mentioned  the  property  comprised  therein  is 
become  vested  in  the  persons  respectively  nominated  therein  as  trustees,  it  is 
yet  to  be  regretted  that  none  of  such  persons,  except  those  above  mentioned, 
have  executed  the  deeds,  neither  have  they  by  any  other  act  declared  their  ac- 
ceptance of  the  respective  trusts. 

The  objections  which  these  persons  have  felt  to  accepting  these  trusts  seems 
to  have  arisen  from  the  apprehension  of  involving  themselves  in  the  litigation 
which  has  for  several  years  been  carried  on  between  the  vicar  of  Leigh  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Astley,  with  respect  to  the  right  of  presentation  to  the  chapelry 
of  Astley,  the  endowment  whereof  is  in  great  measure  derived  from  the  will  of 
Adam  Mort.  Although  the  vicar  has  obtained  a decision  in  his  favour  as  to  the 
right  of  presentation  in  an  action  at  law,  proceedings  have  been  instituted  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  incumbent  from  enjoy- 
ing the  Tildesley  estate  devised  by  Adam  Mort,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
schoolmaster  and  the  poor  of  Astley,  Tildesley,  and  the  adjoining  places,  are 
entitled  thereto,  the  incumbent  having  been  appointed  by  the  vicar,  and  not 
according  to  the  directions  of  Adam  Mort’s  will,  by  the  householders  and  heads 
of  families  in  Astley,  with  his  heirs  male.  It  seems  questionable  whether  by 
accepting  the  trusts  above  mentioned  any  serious  inconvenience  would  be 
incurred,  inasmuch  as  a Receiver  is  appointed  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to 
whom  all  the  rents  of  the  Tildesley  estate  will  be  payable  until  the  question  at 
issue  shall  be  decided ; but  we  apprehend  that  the  parties  in  whom  the  legal 
estate  of  the  premises  belonging  to  these  charities  is  vested  are  bound  either  to 
accept  the  trust,  or  to  execute  a conveyance  to  some  other  fit  persons,  who 
may  be  willing  to  act  herein.  Our  opinion  on  this  point  has  been  submitted 
to  some  of  the  principal  persons  named  in  the  trust-deeds,  but  they  have  not 
at  present  notified  to  us  their  determination  thereon. 

The  property  derived  from  the  donors,  Adam  and  Thomas  Mort,  consists  of 
the  following  particulars : 

1.  The  estate  in  Tildesley,  devised  by  Adam  Mort  for  the  maintenance  of 
a preaching  minister  at  the  chapel  in  Astley,  now  let  in  two  farms,  at  rents 
amounting  to  72/.  per  annum,  the  amount  of  which  is  paid  to  David  Hodg- 
kinson,  the  receiver  appointed  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  is  retained  by 
him  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  court  shall  direct. 

2.  The  estate  in  Pennington  devised  by  Adam  Mort  for  the  benefit  of 
a schoolmaster  in  Astley,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  already  stated  in 
our  account  of  the  school. 

3.  One  moiety  of  the  tithes  of  the  township  of  Astley,  out  of  which  a rent 
of  51.  6 .S'.  Sd.  was  left  by  Adam  Mort,  4/.  13  5.  4d.  thereof  for  the  poor  of 
Bolton  and  Astley,  and  the  residue  for  the  benefit  of  his  son  Thomas  Mort, 
and  his  heirs,  which  moiety,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  rent  above  men- 
tioned, came  to  Thomas  Mort,  and  was  left  by  him  for  the  several  charitable 
uses  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  1732,  above  abstracted. 

4.  Another  rent  of  51.  6 s.  8 d.  issuing  out  of  the  other  moiety  of  the  tithes 
of  Astley,  which  now  belongs  to  Thomas  Lyon,  esquire,  of  Warrington,  this 
rent  having  been  left  by  Adam  Mort,  to  be  given  with  the  sum  of  4/.  135.  4 d. 
above  mentioned  (making  in  the  whole  10/.),' to  the  poor  of  Bolton  and  Astley. 

In  respect  of  the  tithes  and  the  tithe-rents  above  mentioned  the  following 
payments  are  collected  by  John  Parkinson,  who  has  acted  in  this  capacity  for 
many  years : 

For  every  acre  of  Cheshire-measure,  in  lieu  of  the  moiety  of  the  tithes 
thereof,  a composition  of  65.  for  wheat,  5 s.  for  beans  or  barley,  and  45.  for 
oats  ; no  tithes  being  demanded  except  for  corn,  grain  and  pulse.  These 
payments  are  made  for  all  the  land  in  plough  throughout  the  towmship,  ex- 
cept for  the  estate  mentioned  in  Thomas  Mort’s  deed  of  1732,  called  Peel 
Demesne,  in  respect  of  which  there  is  paid  to  the  collector,  as  a modus, 
135.  4 d.  per  annum.  The  collector  also  receives  the  yearly  sum  of  51.  6s.  8d. 
from  the  tenant  who  rents  the  other  moiety  of  the  tithes  under  Thomas  Lyon, 
esquire,  this  being  probably  the  rent  devised  by  Adam  Mort,  out  of  the  moiety 
of  the  tithes  then  belonging  to  Thomas  Tildesley. 

The  composition  of  65.,  5s.,  and  45.,  for  a twentieth  part  of  the  corn,  See. 
grown  on  every  acre  of  land  Cheshire-measure,  which  exceeds  two  statute 
acres,  falls  far  short  of  the  real  value  thereof;  and  as  the  other  moiety  of  tithes 


Lancaster.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  139 


is  taken  in  kind  by  Mr.  Lyon’s  tenant,  there  seems  to  be  no  ground  for  sup- 
porting this  as  a permanent  composition,  even  if  the  landholders  were  inclined 
to  set  up  such  a claim.  For  determining  the  composition  however  the 
interference  of  trustees  seems  absolutely  necessary ; and  on  this  account  it  is 
more  peculiarly  desirable  that  the  deed  relating  to  Thomas  Mort’s  charity 
should  be  forthwith  executed  by  the  persons  named  therein,  or  that  they 
should  convey  the  property  to  some  other  persons.  We  are  informed  that 
T.  S.  M.  Frogatt,  esquire,  one  of  the  persons  appointed  trustees,  is  the  principal 
landowner  in  the  township. 

For  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  payments  for  tithes  John  Parkinson  annually 
surveys  the  township,  and  takes  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  land  held  by 
each  occupier,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  crop;  and  according  to  the  scale 
above  mentioned  he  makes  his  demand. 


In  each  of  the  six  years  previous  to  1827  these  payments  (exclusive  of 
the  rent  of  51.  6s.  8d.,  and  the  modus  of  18s.  4 d.  for  Peel  Demesne)  have 
amounted  to  the  following  sums  : 


In  1821  - 

£. 

26 

5. 

14 

d. 

5 

1822  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20 

4 

3k 

1823  - 

- 

- 

- 

• 

19 

8 

0 

1824  - 

- 

- 

* 

- 

17 

6 

7 

1825  - 

* 

. 

- 

18 

11 

2 

1826  - 

- 

* 

« 

18 

9 

2 

In  the  collection  of  the  sums  charged  upon  each  occupier  Mr.  Parkinson 
appears  to  have  met  with  great  difficulty ; and  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry, 
August  1827,  it  appeared  upon  the  face  of  his  accounts  as  if  there  was  nearly 
57/.  in  arrear  : it  was  explained,  however,  to  us,  that  some  reduction  was  to  be 
made,  as  several  small  payments  to  different  objects  of  the  charity  had  been 
made  by  different  landholders,  in  lieu  of  paying  the  amount  to  the  collector 
himself.  This  irregular  practice  has  necessarily  produced  some  confusion  in 
the  accounts,  and  has  also  caused  considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  a correct 
statement  of  the  application  of  the  charity.  Mr.  Parkinson  is  now  of  an 
advanced  age ; and  he  stated  to  us  his  determination  of  collecting  the  arrears 
as  far  as  he  could,  and  then  giving  up  the  accounts. 

Out  of  the  receipts  there  is  paid  annually  from  81.  to  12/.  for  rates  and 
taxes,  and  a sum  of  1 /.  2 s.  Qd.  is  retained  by  the  collector  for  his  trouble. 

Out  of  the  clear  proceeds  of  the  tithes  there  is  paid,  in  the  first  place, 
4/.  13^.  4 d.,  which,  with  the  tithe-rent  of  51.  65.  8d.,  makes  up  the  sum  of  10/. 
directed  by  the  will  of  Adam  Mort  to  be  distributed  amongst  poor  persons 
resident  in  the  townships  of  Bolton  and  Astley,  51.  to  one  township,  and  51.  to 
the  other,  with  liberty,  however,  to  the  trustees  to  apply  205.  out  of  each  share 
to  poor  persons  in  any  other  township,  having  present  need  thereof. 

For  many  years  this  sum  of  10/.  has  been  divided  in  the  following  manner : 
4/.  has  been  paid  to  the  boroughreeve  of  Bolton  for  the  poor  of  the  township 
of  Great  Bolton  ; 4 /.  5 s.  has  been  laid  out  by  Mr.  Parkinson  and  David  Hodg- 
kinson,  as  the  agent  of  T.  S.  M.  Frogatt,  esquire,  in  cloth,  and  distributed 
by  them,  at  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  to  poor  persons  of  Astley,  about 
Christmas  ; 125.  has  been  paid  for  the  poor  of  Tyldesley,  and  125.  for  the  poor 
of  Bedford,  both  in  this  parish,  and  11 5.  for  the  poor  of  Little  Hulton,  in  the 
parish  of  Dean.  The  three  last-mentioned  sums  have  been  paid  by  Mr.  Parkin- 
son, and  in  some  instances  by  one  or  more  of  the  landholders  of  Astley,  to  the 
officers  of  the  respective  townships,  and  appear  to  have  been  distributed  by  them 
to  the  poor.  The  payment  of  these  sums  probably  originated  in  the  power 
given  to  the  trustees  to  dispose  of  405.  to  persons  not  resident  in  the  township 
of  Bolton  or  Astley,  though  the  regular  appropriation  thereof  in  the  manner 
above  mentioned  is  by  no  means  consonant  with  the  intention  of  the  donor. 
It  is  to  be  observed  however,  that  the  yearly  sum  of  125.  has  been  paid  to  the 
poor  of  Bedford  (as  appears  from  a book  containing  the  accounts  of  Speakman’s 
charity  for  that  township)  at  least  from  the  year  1719. 

In  consequence  of  the  difficulties  that  have  been  experienced  in  collecting 
the  composition  for  tithes,  the  payments  to  some  of  the  townships  above 
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mentioned,  are  considerably  in  arrear : According  to  the  mode  of  division 

hitherto  adopted, 

£.  s.  d. 

There  is  due  to  the  poor  of  Bolton,  for  eight  years,  at 

4/.  per  annum 32  - - 

To  Tyldesley,  nine  years,  at  12s.  per  annum  - 5 8 - 

To  Little  Ilulton,  six  years,  at  11s.  - - - - 3 6- 


The  residue  of  the  proceeds  of  the  tithes,  according  to  the  directions  of 
Thomas  Mort’s  deed,  is  divisible  into  seven  parts,  one  of  which  was  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  defraying  the  taxes,  and  other  charges.  Instead  of  dividing 
the  amount  in  this  manner,  the  taxes,  &c.  are  first  paid,  and  the  remainder  is 
divided  into  six  parts,  which  are  paid, 

One  sixth  to  the  vicar  of  Leigh,  to  whom  there  is  due  five  years,  viz.  from 
1822  to  1826,  both  inclusive,  4/.  11s.  7 id. 

One  sixth  to  the  officiating  curate  or  minister  of  Astley  chapel,  to  whom 
there  is  due  for  the  same  period  (2s.  4 \d.  per  annum  being  added  as  the 
proportion  of  the  land-tax  payable  in  respect  of  this  share,  in  consequence  of 
the  curacy  of  Astley  having  been  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  land-tax,) 
51.  3 s.  64  d. 

One  sixth  to  the  clerk  of  Astley  chapel. 

One  sixth  to  the  master  of  Astley  school. 

One  sixth  to  the  poor  of  Bolton,  which  is  paid  to  the  boroughreeve.  On 
this  account  there  is  now  due,  for  six  years,  viz.  from  1821  to  1826,  both 
inclusive,  61.  10s.  4 ±d. 

And  one  sixth  to  the  poor  of  Astley,  which  is  disposed  of  by  Mr.  Parkinson 
himself,  in  small  sums,  varying  from  6d.  to  2 s.  6d.  at  the  church,  on  Christmas- 
sy. 

Except  where  the  arrears  are  noticed,  the  sums  due  up  to  the  period  of 
our  Inquiry,  August  1827,  had  been  paid  by  Mr.  Parkinson  to  the  parties 
respectively  interested  therein  ; and  some  of  those  arrears  have  probably  been 
paid  under  the  arrangement  made  between  the  collector  and  the  landholders,  as 
we  have  already  stated. 

The  amount  of  each  sixth  part  was 


£. 

s. 

d. 

In  the  year  1821 

- 1 

8 

8 

In  the  year  1824 

1822 

- 1 

4 

7 i 

1825 

1823 

- 1 

1 

H 

1826 

£.  s.  d. 

- - 15  04- 

- - 19  7 

- - 11  3 


Parr’s  Charity. 

Parr’s  Charity.  Ann  Parr,  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  2nd  May  1707,  and  proved  at  York 
the  same  year,  gave  100/.  to  Jonathan  Meanley,  Samuel  Stockton,  and  two 
others,  to  be  laid  out  as  soon  as  possible  in  lands  of  inheritance,  or  a rent- 
charge  to  be  settled  on  trustees  ; and  she  directed  that  the  yearly  produce 
should  be  employed  for  the  binding  apprentices  poor  people  of  Astley,  in  the 
parish  of  Leigh.  She  also  gave  the  further  sum  of  100/.  to  the  same  persons, 
to  be  laid  out  in  like  manner,  to  the  intent  that  the  yearly  produce  should  be 
employed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  Astley ; and  she  directed  that 
the  same  should  be  paid  to  the  overseer  of  that  township,  and  that  he  should 
pay  the  same  to  the  poor  who  should  be  in  the  greatest  need  and  necessity. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  3d  June  1738,  between  Peter  Yates  of  Pennington, 
and  Ellen  his  wife,  of  the  first  part,  and  Samuel  Stockton,  of  the  other  part, 
the  said  Peter  Yates,  in  consideration  of  210/.,  granted  to  the  said  Samuel 
Stockton,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  an  annuity  or  rentcharge  of  1/.  17s.  6d. 
payable  out  of  the  lands  of  the  said  Peter  Yates,  in  Pennington,  called  Yate 
House,  containing  in  the  whole  16  acres,  large  measure,  more  or  less,  the 
same  to  be  payable  at  the  chapel  of  Astley  on  the  3d  of  June,  yearly,  with 
power  of  entry  and  distress  in  case  of  non-payment. 

Amongst  other  documents  produced  to  us  by  Mr.  John  Farnworth,  of  Astley, 
there  was  a draft  or  copy  of  an  indenture  which  tends  to  explain  the  intent 
of  the  above-mentioned  purchase,  though  it  does  not  appear  that  any  such 
indenture  was,  in  fact,  executed. 


The 
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The  indenture  purported  to  bear  date  4th  June  1738,  and  after  reciting  that  Astley. 
Peter  Yates,  of  Tildesley,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  6th  September  1728,  gave  Parr^arit 
to  his  executors  10/.  for  the  use  of  the  ministei  of  Astley  chapel,  to  be  paid  continued . 

to  the  officiating  minister  there,  to  preach  a sermon  on  Saint  Peter’s-day ; and  v / 

reciting  the  Indenture  above  abstracted,  and  that  10/.,  pait  of  the  said  210/., 
was  o-iven  by  the  said  Peter  Yates  as  aforesaid,  and  that  it  had  been  agreed 
that  the  same  should  be  added  to  the  sum  of  200  /.  then  belonging  to  the  said 
Samuel  Stockton,  as  trustee  for  another  charity,  and  that  he  should  also  be  a 
trustee  for  the  said  10/.,  and  should  secure  to  the  executors  of  the  said  Peter 
Yates,  deceased,  out  of  the  said  rentcharge  of  7 1 17 s.  6 cl,  an  annuity  of 
7 S'  G</.  for  the  use  of  the  minister  of  Astley  chapel,  according  to  the  will  of 
the  said  Peter  Yates ; the  said  Samuel  Stockton  thereby  granted  to  Thomas 
Hope  and  Abraham  Collier,  the  executors  of  the  said  Peter  Yates,  deceased, 
and  their  heirs,  an  annuity  of  7 s.  Gd.,  payable  as  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
indenture,  for  the  minister  of  Astley  chapel. 

With  respect  to  so  much  of  the  rentcharge  of  7/.  17-9.  Gd.,  as  was  purchased 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  no  subsequent  conveyance  to  new  trustees  appears 
to  have  taken  place,  and  the  same  is  consequently  become  vested  in  Samuel 
Stockton,  the  heir-at-law  of  Samuel  Stockton  above  named  ; it  seems,  however, 
desirable  that  new  trustees  should  be  appointed. 

The  rentcharge  of  7 /.  17 s.  Gd.  is  paid  to  Mr.  Stockton,  by  Peter  Yates, 
esquire,  the  owner  of  the  property  in  Pennington,  called  Yate  House,  he  pays 
7 s.  6 d.  to  the  incumbent  of  Astley  chapel,  and  the  residue  7 /.  10s.  is  laid  out 
in  the  purchase  of  blankets,  which  are  given  to  the  poor  of  Astley  not  receiving 
regular  parochial  relief,  by  Mr.  Stockton  and  the  select  vestry,  on  Christmas 
day.  This  mode  of  application  has  prevailed  for  a great  number  of  years,  no 
part  having  been  applied  in  binding  out  apprentices. 

Charities  of  Whalley  and  others. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  9th  and  10th  May  17-1  > Charities  of 
Between  Richard  Sanderson  and  William  Sanderson,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Whalley  and  others. 
Reverend  James  Woods,  Adam  Mort,  Benjamin  Meanley,  Richard  Meanley, 

Peter  Stockton,  John  Hope,  John  Mort,  and  James  Birch,  of  the  other  part, 
the  said  Richard  and  William  Sanderson,  in  consideration  of  110/.  conveyed  to 
the  said  James  Woods  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a messuage,  cottage, 
and  tenement,  called  Boardman’s  House,  in  Astley,  and  a close  thereto  be- 
longing, commonly  called  the  Hill,  containing  by  estimation  3i  roodland,  with 
the  appurtenances,  and  it  was  thereby  declared  that  the  said  sum  of  110/.  was 
made  up  of  money  given  by  several  charitable  persons  for  the  uses  thereinafter 
mentioned,  viz.  that  Oliver  Whalley  gave  30/.,  the  interest  of  10  /.,  part  thereof, 
for  the  use  of  a preaching  minister  at  Astley  chapel,  the  interest  of  10/.  to  the 
use  of  the  poor  of  Astley,  and  the  interest  of  the  other  10  /.  for  the  repairing 
a causeway  in  Astley,  from  a place  called  Cross  Hillock  to  Scott’s  Gate  ; that 
Peter  Hall,  by  his  Will,  gave  6 /.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  in  buying 
books  for  poor  children  in  Astley,  that  should  go  to  learn  at  the  school  there ; 
that  John  Hall,  by  his  Will,  gave  51.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  in 
buying  white  bread,  to  be  dealt  in  penny  loaves  every  Easter  and  Christmas- 
day,  to  poor  widows  and  fatherless  children  within  Astley ; that  John  Burron, 
gave  the  sum  of  5 l.  10  5.,  the  interest  to  go  to  the  poor  of  Astley  ; that  Thomas 
Stockton,  gave  by  his  Will,  51.,  the  interest  to  be  applied  towards  binding  poor 
children  belonging  to  Astley,  apprentices,  for  ever  ; that  Lazarus  Leech,  by  his 
Will,  gave  10/.,  the  interest  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  a preaching  minister  at 
Astley  chapel,  for  ever ; that  William  Sanderson,  schoolmaster,  by  his  Will,  gave 
40/.,  the  interest  of  20/.,  part  thereof,  to  be  disposed  of  and  distributed 
amongst  four  poor  families  in  Astley  that  should  receive  no  weekly  allowance 
from  the  said  township,  such  distribution  to  be  made  yearly  on  Christmas-day, 
and  the  interest  of  the  other  20/.  to  be  given  to  a preaching  minister  for  the 
preaching  a sermon  every  Tuesday  in  Easter  week  at  the  chapel  in  Atherton, 
or  some  other  place  in  the  neighbourhood;  and  that  the  sum  of  10/.  had  been 
contributed  within  the  town  of  Astley,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  town, 
and  to  make  up  the  consideration  above  mentioned  ; and  it  was  further  declared 
that  the  said  James  Woods  and  others  should  stand  seised  of  the  premises 
above  mentioned  upon  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  proportionable  parts  of  the  rents 
Rep.  19.  T as 
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as  far  as  the  same  would  extend,  to  answer  and  make  good  the  several  charities 
before  mentioned,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  respective  donors ; and  it  was 
provided,  that  when  it  should  happen  that  the  number  of  trustees  should  be 
reduced  to  two,  the  survivors  should  convey  the  same  to  others,  so  that  there 
should  be  always  at  least  two  trustees. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  1st  and  2d  October  1730, 
reciting  that  the  sum  of  110/.  had  been  laid  out  as  aforesaid,  and  reciting  that 
the  gift  of  John  Burron,  which  in  the  indentures  of  1721  was  expressed  to  be 
51.  10  s , was  only  5 l.  which  reduced  the  several  charities  therein  mentioned  to 
the  sum  of  111  /.  which  was  all  laid  out  in  the  said  purchase,  though  in  the  said 
indentures  of  1721  it  was  said  by  mistake  to  be  only  110/. ; and  reciting,  that 
William  Guest , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  28th  July  1725,  becpieathed  20/.  to 
Richard  Meanley,  Thomas  Horridge,  James  Partington,  and  others,  upon  trust, 
to  put  the  same  out  and  dispose  of  the  yearly  interest  towards  the  buying  of 
English  bibles,  and  to  distribute  the  same  yearly,  on  or  about  Easter,  amongst 
such  poor  children  or  other  poor  persons  as  should  have  legal  settlements  in 
Astley,  and  the  other  moiety  amongst  such  poor  children  or  other  persons  as 
should  be  legally  settled  in  Tyldesley,  as  the  trustees  should  from  time  to  time 
think  fit,  with  power  to  appoint  new  trustees ; and  reciting  that  Thomas  Hor- 
ridge and  James  Partington  were  the  only  surviving  trustees  for  the  said  legacy 
of  20/.,  and  were  also  trustees  for  the  other  charities  mentioned  in  the  said  in- 
denture of  1721,  and  that  the  said  legacy  of  20/.  had  been  laid  out  in  repairs 
on  the  said  premises,  and  in  converting  a barn  into  two  dwelling-houses,  with 
intent  to  advance  the  yearly  rents ; the  Rev.  James  Woods  and  others,  then 
surviving  trustees,  conveyed  the  said  premises  to  Richard  Whitehead  and  others, 
to  the  use  of  all  the  parties  thereto,  upon  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  clear  yearly 
rents  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  said  indentures  of  1721,  and  in  the  Will 
of  the  said  William  Guest. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  5th  and  6th  December 
1798,  reciting  as  recited  in  the  last  abstracted  indenture,  John  Farnworth  and 
John  Guest,  both  since  deceased,  the  then  surviving  trustees  under  indentures 
of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  8th  and  9th  January  1768,  conveyed  the  said 
premises  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  John  Farnworth  the  younger,  Samuel 
Stockton,  John  Newton,  William  Spakeman,  John  Guest,  of  Tyldesley,  John 
Valentine,  and  four  others,  since  deceased,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the 
same  trusts. 

In  addition  to  the  benefactions  above  mentioned,  a sum  of  10/.  appears  to 
have  been  given,  many  years  ago,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  this  township, 
which  sum,  with  2/.,  as  four  years  interest  for  the  same,  was  received  by  the 
trustees  above  named  in  1824,  from  the  executors  of  George  Green,  late  of 
Hindley,  and  laid  out  as  hereinafter  mentioned  upon  the  premises  purchased 
of  the  Sandersons.  This  benefaction  is  attributed  to  one  Cunliffe,  but  it  is  not 
improbable  that  it  was  derived  from  Jonathan  Meanley,  who,  it  is  stated  on  a 
table  of  benefactions,  gave  10/.  to  the  poor,  nothing  being  now  known  of  any 
other  sum  of  10/.  for  the  poor  than  that  above  noticed. 

The  property  now  held  by  the  trustees  above  named  consists  of  two  cottages, 
with  a shippon  and  gardens,  and  two  crofts,  one  of  which,  containing  33  perches, 
was  set  out  upon  an  inclosure  about  the  year  1764.  The  whole  contains 
1a.  Or.  21  p.,  at  8 yards  to  the  perch  ; one  of  the  cottages,  with  the  shippon 
and  the  land,  is  let  to  John  Smith,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  12/. 

The  other  cottage  is  let  to  Thomas  Lythgoe,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent 

of  7/. 

John  Farnworth,  one  of  the  trustees  appointed  in  1798,  has  had  the  principal 
management  of  these  charities  from  the  year  1818.  Since  that  period  he  has 
laid  out,  with  the  approbation  of  the  other  trustees,  upwards  of  200/.  in  re- 
building the  cottages.  These  works  are  now  complete  ; and  in  August  1825 
Mr.  Farnworth  had  a balance  of  12/.  in  his  hands;  to  defray  these  expenses 
the  greater  part  of  the  rents  have  been  reserved,  and  the  sum  of  12/.,  received 
in  1824,  in  respect  of  Cunliffe’s  or  Meanley’s  charity,  has  been  applied  to  the 
same  purpose. 

Since  1818  the  following  sums  only  have  been  applied  in  charity  : 

In  1821  the  sum  of  61.  11  s.,  as  the  interest  of  131/.,  the  amount  of  the 
benefactions  mentioned  in  the  indentures  of  1721  and  1730,  was  applied, 

• according 
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according  to  the  directions  of  the  different  donors,  except  as  to  Stockton’s  Astley. 
gift,  the^whole  interest  of  which  was  given  to  the  poor  instead  of  any  part  Ch^~s  f 

being  applied  in  binding  out  apprentices.  At  Christinas,  in  each  of  the  years  whalley^nJothers, 
1825  and  1826,  1/.  5 s.  was  disposed  of ; five  shillings  thereof  in  bread,  as  the  continued. 

interest  of  John  Hall’s  gift,  and  205.  amongst  four  poor  families,  as  the  interest  < N/ J 

of  William  Sanderson’s  gift  for  that  purpose.  There  was  also  distributed  at 
Christmas  1825,  in  sums  of  2 s.  6d.  or  25.,  125.,  as  the  interest  of  12/.,  received 
in  respect  of  Cunliffe’s  or  Meanley’s  charity. 

At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  (August  1827),  it  was  intended  to  distribute  the 
whole  balance  then  in  hand,  with  the  accruing  rent,  at  the  ensuing  Christmas  ; 
and  that  such  distribution  should  be  made  by  the  trustees,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Select  Vestry,  as  has  been  the  practice  heretofore. 

The  accounts  are  kept  by  Mr.  Farnworth,  and  are  occasionally  audited  by 
the  trustees  and  the  inhabitants  attending  the  Select  Vestry  : the  accounts  of 
the  buildings  have  not  yet  been  audited.  Mr.  Farnworth  is  allowed  five  per 
cent  on  the  income,  for  his  trouble  in  the  management,  the  same  charge  having 
been  made  by  former  trustees  holding  this  situation. 


Parkinson’s  Charity. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  it  is  stated,  that  Parkinson  gave  Parkinson’sCharity. 

a rentcharge  of  1 /.  45.  yearly,  then  vested  in  the  minister  and  overseers,  for 
shirts,  for  the  poor  of  Astley. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  documents  in  the  township  relating 
to  this  charity. 

The  yearly  sum  of  1/.  45.  is  paid  in  respect  of  lands  in  Little  Hulton, 
in  the  occupation  of  Widow  Cooke,  the  property  of  the  late  Thomas 
Raveld,  of  Manchester  ; and  the  amount  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  12  shirts 
or  shifts,  the  deficiency,  if  any,  being  made  up  out  of  the  poor’s  rates.  These 
articles  are  given  to  12  poor  persons  of  Astley,  selected  by  the  minister  and 
overseer. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  BEDFORD. 


Richard  and  Catherine  Spakeman’s  Charity. 


By  Deed-Poll,  bearing  date  12th  September  1673,  Richard  Spakeman , of 
Bedford,  and  Catherine , his  wife,  in  pity  for  the  wants  of  the  poor  people 
of  Bedford  and  Tyldesley,  being  minded  to  bestow  20/.  in  free  alms  to  be 
employed  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  towns,  nominated  and  appointed 
Gilbert  Sale,  Richard  Shuttleworth,  Thomas  Naylor,  George  Naylor,  and 
Richard  Spakeman  the  younger,  to  have  the  management  of  a moiety  of  the 
said  20/.  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Bedford,  the  yearly  interest  to  be  given  by 
two  or  more  of  them  on  the  2d  February,  to  such  poor  people  of  Bedford,  and 
in  such  proportions,  as  the  said  trustees,  or  any  two  of  them,  should  think  most 
needy.  And  it  was  declared,  that  upon  the  death  of  any  of  the  feoffees,  the 
survivors  might  nominate  one  or  more  fit  persons  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bedford 
to  be  their  assistants  in  the  place  of  the  deceased  feoffees  ; and  that  this  course 
should  be  continued  perpetually  for  the  management  of  this  business,  “ it 
tending  not  only  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  but  also  to  the  ease  of  the  able  inha- 
bitants.” 

The  deed  above  abstracted,  though  establishing  a charity  for  the  poor  of  both 
townships,  only  provides  trustees  for  the  township  of  Bedford.  It  is  probable 
that  a similar  deed  was  made,  providing  trustees  for  the  township  of  Tyldesley  ; 
as  in  the  deed  of  1685,  hereafter  mentioned,  four  other  trustees  are  introduced, 
in  addition  to  those  in  the  deed-poll  of  1673,  and  who  were  the  trustees  for 
Tyldesley. 

Catherine  Spakeman,  by  a codicil  to  her  will,  bearing  date  6th  October  1679, 
bequeathed  10/.,  due  on  bond  from  Ralph  Chaddock,  for  the  use  of  the  poor 
people  within  the  townships  of  Bedford  and  Tyldesley,  as  an  addition  to  20/. 
which  she  had  formerly  given  for  the  like  use,  declaring  that  both  the  said 
sums  of  20/.  and  10/.  should  be  by  the  trustees  already  named,  or  thereafter  to 
be  named  for  that  purpose,  secured  upon  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments, 
so  that  the  same  might  be  settled  for  ever. 
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The  two  sums  of  20/.  and  10/.  were  afterwards  invested  in  the  purchase  of 


land 


, as  appears  by  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  12th  December  1685, 

^rine  Spaceman's6"  whereby  Francis  Sherrington,  in  consideration  of  24/.  paid  by  Gilbert  Sale, 
Charity,  and  his  co-trustees,  named  in  the  deed  of  1673,  and  by  Thurstan  Parr,  Henry 

continued.  Smith,  John  Parr,  and  John  Marsh,  such  24/.  being  part  of  the  30/.  above 

mentioned,  conveyed  to  the  said  Gilbert  Sale,  and  the  other  parties  above  named, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  a close  of  land  called  Moss  Meadow,  or  Black  Meadow, 
to  hold  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

At  the  time  of  this  purchase  the  premises  were  in  lease  to  George  Sidlow 
for  the  remainder  of  a term  of  99  years,  if  two  lives  then  in  being  should  so 
long  continue,  and  by  deed,  bearing  date  9th  December  1685,  George 
Sidlow  assigned  his  interest  to  the  use  of  the  trustees,  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  12/. 

By  Indenture  bearing  date  21st  September  1709,  between  Gilbert  Sale, 
Richard  Shuttleworth,  Thomas  Naylor,  George  Naylor,  Richard  Spakeman, 
and  John  Marsh,  of  the  one  part,  and  Thomas  Marsh,  of  the  other  part,  reciting 
the  several  deeds  and  documents  above  abstracted,  and  that  the  premises  com- 
prised in  the  said  indenture  of  feoffment,  were  then  vested  in  the  parties  of  the 
first  part,  as  surviving  trustees  named  in  the  said  deed-poll  and  codicil,  and 
were  purchased  by  them  and  their  co-trustees  with  the  money  so  given  to  them 
as  aforesaid,  the  said  Gilbert  Sale  and  others  demised  to  the  said  Thomas  Marsh, 
his  executors,  &c.,  the  close  of  land  in  the  said  recited  indenture  of  feoffment 
mentioned,  (mines  of  coal  excepted)  for  the  term  of  2,000  years  from  the  date,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  30s.,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  people  inhabiting  in  the  towns 
of  Bedford  and  Tyldesley,  with  a covenant  on  the  part  of  the  lessee  to  pay  all 
taxes  and  outgoings,  and  to  build  three  good  and  sufficient  bays  of  building, 
two  bays  thereof  to  be  floored  for  convenient  habitation,  and  the  other  to  be 
fitted  up  for  outhousing,  and  to  keep  the  same  in  repair,  and  not  to  assign  with- 
out license  for  a longer  term  than  three  years,  except  to  the  wife,  children, 
family,  or  relations  of  him  the  said  Thomas  Marsh. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  19th  and  20th  November 
1822,  between  Richard  Spakeman,  of  Great  VV’oolton,  of  the  one  part,  and 
Richard  Guest,  Thomas  Spakeman,  Thomas  Spakeman  Crompton,  Samuel 
Young,  Joseph  Eckersley,  William  Peters,  all  of  Bedford,  Richard  Worthington, 
Roger  Worthington,  Thomas  Hill,  and  Richard  Worthington,  all  of  Tyldesley, 
of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  indenture  of  21st  September  1709,  and  the 
several  deeds  and  documents  therein  recited  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said 
Thomas  Marsh  assigned  his  interest  therein  to  by  whom,  or 

his  representatives,  it  was  again  assigned  to  William  Speakman,  of  Sale-lane,  in 
Tyldesley,  in  whom  the  same  was  then  vested ; and  reciting  that  all  the  said 
trustees  had  been  long  dead,  and  that  Richard  Speakman,  the  younger,  was  the 
survivor,  who  left  his  son  John,  his  heir-at-law,  him  surviving  ; and  reciting  that 
the  said  John  Spakeman  was  also  dead,  leaving  the  said  Richard  Spakeman 
party  thereto,  his  eldest  son  and  heir-at-law  of  the  age  of  80  years,  and  that  it 
was  expedient  to  appoint  new  trustees.  It  is  witnessed,  that  in  pursuance  of  the 
trusts  declared  in  the  said  deed-poll  and  codicil,  the  said  Richard  Spakeman 
conveyed  to  the  said  Richard  Guest  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a close 
of  land  with  the  erections  thereon,  known  by  the  name  of  Moss  Meadow, 
otherwise  Black  Meadow,  containing  by  estimation  1 £ acre,  customary  mea- 
sure, also  a rent  of  30  s.  payable  thereout,  under  the  indenture  of  Sep- 
tember 1709,  with  liberty  to  set  a gate  at  the  east  end  thereof,  into  a certain 
lane  or  highway  thereunto  adjoining  ; to  hold  the  same  subject  to  the  said  lease 
for  2,000  years,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Richard  Spakeman,  Richard  Guest,  and 
others,  upon  the  trusts  above  mentioned. 

The  property  called  Moss  Meadow  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  above- 
named  William  Speakman,  of  Tyldesley,  who  purchased  it  about  ten  years  ago, 
and  as  he  states,  at  more  than  its  value.  He  appears  to  be  no  relation  of  the 
family  of  Spakeman,  who  are  trustees. 

There  is  a good  farm-house  upon  the  land,  with  outbuildings  and  loom-shops, 
which  have  been  built  by  the  present  possessor.  There  are  also  some  old 
buildings  which  are  now  turned  into  two  cottages.  The  land  which  contains 
about  1 l acre,  is  in  a low  situation,  but  has  been  improved  by  draining  and 
ditching. 


There 
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There  can  be  no  clonbt  that  in  granting  the  lease  in  1709  to  Thomas  Marsh 
for  the  term  of  2,000  years,  the  trustees  exceeded  their  authority,  but  it  may 
be  questionable  whether,  considering  the  small  extent  of  the  property,  it  would 
be  advisable  to  take  any  steps  at  the  present  time  for  setting  it  aside. 

The  family  of  Spakeman,  in  whose  custody  we  found  the  documents  above 
abstracted,  have  long  considered  themselves  trustees  of  this  charity,  and  have 
distributed  it  for  many  years,  as  appears  by  a book  in  their  possession,  which 
contains  the  accounts  from  the  year  1718. 

The  yearly  sum  of  30  s.  paid  by  William  Speakman  was  distributed  to  poor 
persons  of  the  townships  of  Tyldesley  and  Bedford,  in  sums  of  6d.  or  Is.  until 
the  year  1822,  when  the  sum  of  7 /•  2s.  was  paid  for  drawing  a new  trust-deed 
and  other  incidental  expenses,  for  the  re-payment  of  which  the  distribution  had 
for  four  years  been  withheld  from  both  townships,  and  the  sum  of  1/.  2s. 
remained  due  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry. 

Lythgoe’s  Charity. 

Matthew  Lythgoe,  by  Will,  bearing  date  10th  July  1679,  gave  to  his  executors 
50/.  on  trust,  to  put  forth  the  same  to  the  best  advantage,  by  purchasing  land,  or 
otherwise,  the  yearly  benefit  to  be  by  them  disposed  of  for  the  use  of  such  poor 
people  inhabiting  within  the  township  of  Bedford,  and  in  such  proportions  as  they 
should  think  fit,  on  the  5th  November  yearly ; and  he  directed  that  as  often  as 
the  number  of  his  executors  or  the  trustees  intended  to  dispose  of  the  said  sum 
of  50 /.  should  be  reduced  to  three  or  fewer,  the  survivors  might  elect  others  to 
make  four,  or  more,  to  act  in  the  same  trust.  And  he  appointed  Thomas  Leigh, 
Roger  Eckersley,  Edward  Mearick,  and  Samuel  Parr,  his  executors. 

By  Indenture  bearing  date  5th  December  1807,  reciting  the  will  of  Matthew 
Lythgoe  above  mentioned,  and  also  that  by  a certain  indenture,  dated  the  3d 
October  1756,  the  said  50 1.  was  vested  in  Thomas  Guest  and  William  Lythgoe, 
the  said  Thomas  Guest  and  William  Lythgoe,  for  effectuating  the  said  trust, 
appointed  Richard  Hodgkinson,  John  Hurst,  John  Hampson,  Jeremiah  Hamp- 
son,  and  four  others  since  deceased,  to  be  trustees  with  them  jointly,  for  the  said 
sum  of  50  /.  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  said  will,  with  a power  of  ap- 
pointing new  trustees  when  the  number  should  be  reduced  to  three  or  less, 
so  as  to  make  six  or  more. 

This  sum  of  50/.  was  lent  to  the  trustees  of  the  Bedford  Sunday-school, 
who  wanted  money  to  complete  the  building  of  the  school,  and  a joint  and 
several  promissory  note  for  the  amount,  bearing  date  15th  January  1811,  was 
given  by  Thomas  Isherwood,  James  Green,  and  Thomas  Battersby,  to  five  of 
the  trustees  named  in  the  deed  of  1807. 

Thomas  Isherwood  and  James  Green  are  since  dead,  and  a new  note  ought 
therefore  to  be  given  by  other  persons  on  the  part  of  the  Sunday-school. 

The  interest,  50s.,  is  paid  yearly  out  of  the  rates  by  the  overseer  of  Bedford, 
and  is  distributed  by  the  trustees  on  the  5th  November  at  Bedford  School  to 
poor  persons  of  the  township,  in  small  sums,  varying  from  6</.  to  1 s.  6d. 

Samuel  Hilton’s  Charity. 

Samuel  Hilton,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  10th  August  1727,  gave  to  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Bedford  for  the  time  being,  100/.,  the 
interest  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  township  for  ever. 

This  sum  of  100/.  appears  to  have  been  laid  out  50  or  60  years  ago  in  pur- 
chasing or  building  some  cottages  in  Bedford,  which  are  now  called  the  charity- 
houses.  Until  lately,  these  houses  were  let  by  the  overseer,  and  5 /.  out  of  the 
rent  was  distributed  as  the  interest  of  the  above-mentioned  sum  of  100/.  to  20 
poor  persons  of  Bedford,  5 s.  to  each. 

For  the  last  four  or  five  years  the  cottages  have  been  for  the  most  part 
occupied  rent-free  by  paupers  placed  there  by  the  overseers,  and  nothing  has 
since  been  distributed  to  the  poor.  It  appears,  however,  to  us,  that  whether  the 
cottages  are  let  or  used  by  the  overseers  for  the  benefit  of  the  township,  interest 
on  the  sum  of  100/.  ought  to  be  paid  and  given  to  the  poor  in  respect  of  this 
charity. 

Adam  Mort’s  Charity. 

For  the  particulars  of  this  Charity  see  “ Township  of  Astley.” 
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Bradshaw’s  Charity. 

Richard  Bradshaw,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  28th  April  1681,  for  an 
annual  and  lasting  relief  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Pennington,  bequeathed 
the  yearly  sum  of  5l.  to  be  distributed  by  his  heirs  successively  for  ever,  with  the 
assistance  of  two  or  three  sufficient  men  of  the  township,  who  were  to  see  it  given 
in  the  parish-church  of  Leigh,  or  where  it  then  stood,  every  Midsummer-day 
for  ever,  to  twenty  of  the  most  necessitous  poor,  and  of  best  life  and'eonversation 
in  the  said  township,  by  5s.  to  each,  charging  his  lands  in  Pennington  therewith, 
and  requiring  his  heirs  to  pay  the  same,  and  empowering  three  of  the  most  suf- 
ficient men  of  Pennington  with  Leigh  to  see  the  same  performed,  and  to  compel 
his  heirs  thereto  by  distress  upon  any  part  of  his  lands  if  they  delayed  or  neg- 
lected the  payment  thereof  yearly;  and  for  the  more  easy  distribution  thereof  he 
willed  that  a note  should  be  made  by  his  heirs,  yearly,  of  the  20  poor  chosen 
as  aforesaid  by  them,  with  the  assistance  of  some  of  the  ablest  of  the  said  town- 
ship, and  they  to  desire  the  minister  of  Leigh  for  the  time  being  to  publish  the 
same  the  Lord’s  Day  before,  that  only  such  might  come  as  were  published. 

This  rentcharge  of  51.  is  paid  yearly  by  Benjamin  Gaskell,  esquire,  as  already 
stated  in  our  account  of  an  annuity  of  6 /.  left  to  Leigh  Grammar  School  by  the 
same  testator,  and  charged  upon  the  same  property.  It  is  distributed  by  Mr. 
Gaskell’s  agent  at  Leigh  church,  on  the  24th  June,  yearly,  to  20  poor  persons 
of  Pennington,  5s.  to  each.  The  principal  inhabitants  are  consulted  as  to  the 
selection  of  proper  objects.  The  same  persons  generally  receive  the  benefit  of 
the  charity  for  their  lives,  and  though  no  person  is  appointed  who  is  receiving 
parish  relief,  they  are  not  excluded  if  they  afterwards  require  it. 

Charities  of  James  and  Randell  Wright. 

Charities  of  James  Wright,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  2-3d  February  1679,  and  proved  at 
James  and  Randell  Chester,  gave  to  his  father  Randell  Wright,  his  brother  John  Wright,  John 
ngnt.  Merry,  James  Starkey,  and  Robert  Wright,  40/.  to  be  disposed  of  and 
improved  to  the  best  advantage  by  purchasing  land,  rents,  or  otherwise ; but 
so  that  if  it  was  put  out  to  interest  there  should  not  be  taken  more  than  405. 
per  annum  ; and  he  directed  that  the  yearly  benefit  arising  from  20/.,  part  of  the 
said  sum  of  40/.,  should  be  disposed  of  by  the  trustees  for  the  use  and  towards 
the  maintenance  of  such  schoolmaster  as  should  officiate  and  teach  at  the 
grammar-school  in  Leigh,  upon  condition  that  the  said  master  should  diligently 
and  faithfully  teach  in  the  said  school  two  poor  children  inhabiting  within  Pen- 
nington, to  be  appointed  by  the  trustees  for  the  time  being ; and  that  the  yearly 
benefit  arising  from  20/.,  residue  of  the  said  40/.,  should  be  disposed  of  by  the 
trustees  for  the  time  being  in  buying  linen  cloth  for  the  use  of  such  poor  people 
inhabiting  within  Pennington  and  in  such  proportions  as  the  trustees  should 
think  proper,  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  said  poor  people,  on  the  5th  of 
November  every  year,  for  ever ; and  he  further  directed  that  as  often  as  the 
number  of  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  three,  or  fewer,  the  survivors 
should  elect  so  many  other  persons  as  with  themselves  would  make  up  the 
number  five. 

Randell  Wright,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  8th  January  1686,  gave  to 
the  said  John  Wright,  John  Starkey,  John  Merry,  James  Starkey,  and  Robert 
Wright,  50/.  to  be  by  them  put  forth  and  improved  to  the  best  advantage 
they  could,  and  he  directed  that  there  should  not  be  taken  for  the  use  of  the 
same  more  than  50  5.  annually.  And  he  directed  that  the  yearly  benefit 
arising  from  20/.,  part  of  the  said  50/.,  should  be  disposed  of  by  the  said 
trustees  towards  the  maintenance  of  such  schoolmaster  as  should  teach  at  the 
grammar-school  in  Leigh,  upon  condition  that  the  said  schoolmaster  should 
faithfully  and  diligently  teach  two  such  poor  children  inhabiting  within  Pen- 
nington as  the  said  trustees  should  from  time  to  time  appoint ; and  that  the 
yearly  benefit  arising  from  20  /.,  other  part  of  the  said  50/.,  should  be  disposed 
of  by  the  trustees  in  buying  linen  cloth  for  the  use  of  poor  people  inhabiting 
within  Pennington,  in  such  proportions  as  the  trustees  should  think  proper,  the 
said  cloth  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  people  on  the  5th  of  November,  at  the 
house  of  the  said  Randell  Wright,  in  Pennington,  every  year,  for  ever ; and 
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that  the  yearly  benefit  arising  from  10/.,  residue  of  the  said  50/.,  should  be 
employed  by  the  trustees  for  their  own  use,  that  they  might  better  improve  and 
take  care  of  the  sums  before  mentioned  ; and  he  gave  directions  as  to  the 
appointment  of  new  trustees  to  make  up  the  number  five,  whenever  they  should 
be  reduced  to  three  or  fewer. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  15th  July  1818,  Richard  Marsh,  the  then  only 
surviving  trustee,  nominated  James  Bevan,  Ralph  Leigh,  (since  deceased) 
James  Kearsley,  Thomas  Kearsley,  Richard  Guest,  Philip  Newton,  and 
Thomas  Richard  Weeton,  to  be  trustees  with  himself,  and  assigned  the  two 
several  sums  of  40/.  and  50/.  above  mentioned  to  Thomas  Isherwood,  upon 
trust,  that  he  should  assign  the  same  to  the  said  Richard  Marsh  and  the  other 
trustees,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  wills  above  mentioned.  And  by 
Indenture  bearing  date  the  day  following,  the  said  Thomas  Isherwood  assigned 
the  same  accordingly. 

These  two  sums  of  money  were  lent  out  in  the  year  1786  to  the  surveyors 
of  the  roads  for  the  township  of  Pennington,  at  interest  at  five  per-cent.  In 
the  year  1821  the  principal  was  paid  in,  and  laid  out,  with  4/.  10s.  interest,  in 
buildings  upon  land  called  Bowland  Fields,  belonging  to  Bolton’s  and  Starkey’s 
charities  next  mentioned.  Previously  to  the  year  1821  the  interest  was  car- 
ried to  the  same  account  as  the  rents  of  the  lands  belonging  to  Bolton’s  and 
Starkey’s  charities  ; and  from  these  accounts,  2/.  was  paid  to  the  master  of 
the  grammar-school  as  already  mentioned;  and  linen  cloth,  from  2/.  to  2/.  8 s., 
according  to  the  price,  was  annually  given  to  20  poor  persons  of  Pennington, 
in  equal  shares. 

The  trustees  have  never  applied  the  sum,  allowed  to  them,  to  their  own  use. 

The  payments  made  in  respect  of  these  charities  since  1821  will  appear  from 
the  following  account  of  the  charities  of  Bolton  and  Starkey,  with  which  these 
charities  appear  now  to  be  almost  blended.  But  in  order  to  preserve  an  accu- 
rate recollection  of  the  charities,  we  have  recommended  that  a memorandum  of 
the  mode  in  which  the  sum  of  90/.  has  been  laid  out  should  be  indorsed  upon 
the  trust-deeds,  noticing  that  in  respect  thereof  4/.  10  s.  of  the  rents  of 
Bowland  Fields  yearly  is  applicable  to  the  objects  specified  in  the  wills  of  James 
and  Randell  Wright. 


Pennington. 


Charities  of 
James  and  Randell 
Wright, 
continued. 


Charities  of  Bolton  and  Starkey. 

Henry  Bolton,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  3d  January  1723  (proved  at  Chester),  charities  of  Bolton 
directed  his  executors,  Thomas  Edge  and  James  Starkie,  to  take  out  of  his  and  Starkey, 
personal  estate  the  sum  of  110/. ; and  he  appointed  that  the  sum  of  10s.,  the 
interest  of  10/.,  should  be  paid  to  the  vicar  of  Leigh  for  the  time  being,  on  the 
feast  of  Saint  Bartholomew,  the  said  vicar  annually  reading  prayers  and 
preaching  a sermon  on  that  day,  in  the  parish-church  of  Leigh  ; and  51.,  the 
remainder  of  the  yearly  interest  of  110/.,  he  appointed  should  be  annually 
paid  to  and  distributed  amongst  20  poor  necessitous  persons  within  Penning- 
ton, to  be  nominated  by  his  executors,  and  their  heirs,  by  5 s.  a-piece,  on  the 
same  feast-day,  at  the  said  parish-church,  the  said  poor  persons  attending  the 
service  and  sermon  there.  And  he  also  directed,  that  51.  should  be  taken  out 
of  his  personal  estate,  and  placed  out  at  interest.  And  he  gave  5 s.,  the  yearly 
produce  thereof,  to  the  trustees  that  should  distribute  the  said  legacies  to  the 
poor,  for  their  trouble  and  expenses  in  justly  distributing  the  same.  And  he 
further  directed,  that  the  sum  of  20/.  should  be  placed  out,  the  yearly  interest 
thereof  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Leigh  for  the  time  being, 
for  the  teaching  and  instructing  three  poor  boys  or  children,  to  be  nominated 
by  his  executors  and  their  heirs  for  ever,  to  read  and  write,  at  the  public  school 
in  Leigh. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  23d  and  24th  January 
1737)  and  enrolled  in  the  court  of  Chancery,  between  James  Starkey  the  elder, 
of  the  first  part;  James  Lancashire,  and  John  Lancashire,  executors  of  the  will 
of  James  Lancashire,  deceased,  of  the  second  part;  John  Starkey  the  elder, 
of  Heywood,  and  John  Starkey  the  younger,  of  the  third  part ; and  James 
Hilton,  of  Pennington,  John  Brideoak,  of  Atherton,  John  Green  and  James 
Green,  of  Bedford,  William  Bamford,  of  Heap,  the  Rev.  Nathan  Stock,  minister 
of  Heywood  chapel,  James  Starkey  the  younger,  son  of  John  Starkey  the 
elder,  James  Meadowcroft,  churchwarden  and  overseer  of  Heap,  and  John 
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Lancashire,  of  Langley,  of  the  fourth  part ; reciting  the  bequest  of  Henry 
Bolton  ; and  that  the  said  James  Starkey  the  elder,  having  survived  his  co- 
executor, had  on  the  15th  February  1728,  at  the  request  of  the  late  vicar  of 
Leigh,  and  of  the  churchwardens,  paid  the  sum  of  10/.,  part  of  the  said  sum  of 
110/.,  towards  the  purchase  of  the  immediate  possession  of  some  lands  given 
in  reversion  to  the  said  church  by  Robert  Aslmrst,  deceased ; and  that,  for 
better  securing  tne  remainder  of  the  said  trust-monies,  he  had,  with  his  own 
money,  some  years  ago  purchased  in  fee,  of  one  Thomas  Simpson,  a messuage 
and  tenement  in  Bedford,  and  the  moiety  of  two  closes  called  Bowland  Fields, 
in  the  said  town,  of  Hugh  Yates  and  William  Mercer;  and  that  he  was  then 
also  seised  in  fee  of  a messuage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Pennington,  which 
he  had  purchased  of  Jane  and  John  Hilton,  containing  nine  bays  of  buildings. 
And  further  reciting,  that  the  said  James  Lancashire,  deceased,  by  his  will, 
bearing  date  30th  July  then  last,  gave  50/.  for  the  use  of  a school  at  Heywood 
chapel,  in  the  township  of  Heap,  upon  the  trusts  therein  particularly  men- 
tioned ; and  that  the  said  John  Starkey  the  elder,  for  obtaining  the  said 

legacy  of  50/.  for  the  use  of  Heywood  school,  had  offered  to  advance  50/. 

for  the  same  purpose  ; and  that  the  said  executors,  with  the  said  Nathan 
Stock  and  James  Meadowcroft,  for  the  securing  the  last-mentioned  charity, 
had  requested  the  said  John  Starkey  to  accept  of  the  50/.  bequeathed  by  the 
said  testator,  James  Lancashire,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  and  of  the  other  50/. 
proposed  to  be  advanced  by  him,  to  settle  a rentcharge,  or  clear  yearly 
rent  of  31.,  in  the  manner  thereafter  mentioned,  to  which  request  he  had 
agreed ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  John  Starkey  the  elder  was 

seised  of  a bay  of  building,  and  a chamber  over  the  same,  with  the 

appurtenances,  in  Heywood,  called  and  then  used  as  a school-house,  which 
he  had  erected  adjoining  the  north  side  of  Heywood  chapel,  and  also  of  the 
reversion  of  two  messuages,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Heywood,  contiguous 
to  the  said  school,  one  called  Barlows,  and  the  other  Kays ; the  said  James 
Starkey  the  elder,  and  John  Starkey  the  younger,  for  settling  the  premises  above 
mentioned  for  the  uses  thereinafter  expressed,  and,  in  consideration  of  50/. 
paid  to  the  said  John  Starkey  the  elder  by  the  said  James  and  John  Lancashire, 
conveyed  to  the  said  James  Hilton  and  others,  parties  of  the  fourth  part,  and 
their  heirs,  the  said  messuage  and  tenement  in  Bedford,  purchased  of  Thomas 
Simpson,  containing  two  acres  of  land,  large  measure,  being  of  the  yearly  value 
of  51.  105.,  and  the  moiety  of  the  two  closes  called  Bowland  Fields,  containing 
by  estimation  four  acres  of  like  measure,  being  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  40s., 
the  messuage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Pennington,  containing  nine  bays  of 
building,  being  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  51.,  and  the  building  called  the 
School-house  in  Heywood,  and  the  two  messuages  in  Heywood  called  Barlows 
and  Kays,  with  the  appurtenances,  upon  the  trusts  thereinafter  mentioned  , 
viz.  as  to  the  messuages  and  tenements  in  Bedford  and  Pennington,  to  the  use 
of  the  said  James  Hilton,  John  Brideoak,  John  Green,  James  Green,  and 
James  Starkey  the  younger,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  to  dispose  of 
the  rents  of  the  said  premises  in  Bedford,  or  so  much  thereof  as  should  be 
necessary,  to  the  use  of  such  persons  as  the  said  Henry  Bolton  by  his  will 
appointed,  concerning  the  interest  of  the  several  sums  of  100/.,  20/.  and  50s., 
parcel  of  the  before-mentioned  sum  of5/.,  and  in  lieu  and  full  satisfaction  thereof, 
and  that  all  the  overplus  should  be  yearly  applied  by  the  said  trustees  for 
teaching  any  further  number  of  poor  children  born  in  Pennington  to  read 
English,  knit  or  sew,  at  some  school  in  Leigh,  and  for  their  better  instruction 
in  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  the  said  trustees  should  from 
time  to  time  nominate  ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  the  same  trustees  should 
apply  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  messuage  and  premises  in  Pennington, 
to  the  use  of  the  vicar  of  the  said  parish  for  the  time  being,  upon  condition 
that  he  and  his  successors  should  every  week,  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays, 
read,  or  cause  to  be  read,  prayers  in  the  said  church,  according  to  the  Book  of 
Common-Prayer,  unless  prevented  by  sickness  or  other  unavoidable  accident ; 
and  as  concerning  the  said  new  building  called  the  School-house,  with  the 
appurtenances,  in  Heywood,  to  the  use  of  the  said  William  Bamford,  Nathan 
Stock,  James  Starkey  the  younger,  James  Meadowcroft,  and  John  Lancashire, 
and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  to  permit  the  said  new  building  to  be  used  as  a 
school-house  by  such  person  as  the  said  John  Starkey  the  elder,  his  heirs 
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and  assigns,  owners  of  the  capital  messuage  called  Heywood  Hall,  should 
from  time  to  time  appoint  to  be  the  master  or  dame  of  the  said  school ; and  as 
concerning  the  two  messuages,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Heywood,  called 
Barlows  and  Kays,  to  the  intent  that  the  last-named  trustees,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  should,  yearly,  take  the  yearly  rent  of  51.  at  Midsummer  and 
Christmas,  and  dispose  of  31.,  part  thereof,  for  the  benefit  of  the  master  or 
dame  of  Heywood  School  for  the  time  being,  so  long  as  he  or  she  should  dili- 
gently teach  such  and  so  many  poor  children  to  read  English,  and  to  educate 
and  instruct  them  as  was  directed  by  the  will  of  the  said  testator,  James  Lan- 
cashire, and  to  dispose  of  405.  residue  thereof  for  the  benefit  of  the  said 
master  or  dame,  so  long  as  he  or  she,  in  consideration  thereof,  and  for  the  use 
of  the  said  school-house,  should  diligently  teach  so  many  other  poor  children, 
born  within  Heap,  or  the  parts  adjacent,  not  exceeding  10  in  number,  to  read 
English,  knit  or  sew,  as  the  said  John  Starkey  the  elder,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
owners  of  Heywood  Hall,  should  appoint,  and  should  also  instruct  the  said 
children  in  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  England  ; but  that  if  at  any  time 
thereafter  there  should  not  be  such  a number  of  poor  children  to  be  taught  at 
the  said  school,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  trustees  should  or  might  lay  out  the  said 
yearly  sum  of  405.  in  books,  to  be  distributed  to  any  poor  children  of  Heap, 
or  about  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  said  school ; and  a power  of  distress  was 
given  to  the  said  trustees  in  case  of  non-payment  of  the  said  yearly  rent  of  51.; 
and  as  concerning  the  two  last-mentioned  messuages,  subject  to  the  payment 
of  the  said  yearly  rent  of  51.,  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Starkey,  his  heirs  and 
assigns  for  ever ; and  it  was  provided,  that  when  only  two  of  the  respective 
trustees  therein  named  should  be  living,  the  survivors  should  elect  so  many 
other  persons,  inhabitants  of  the  respective  towns  in  which  the  deceased  trustees 
dwelt,  to  be  trustees  in  their  room,  and  to  convey  the  premises  to  the  use  of 
themselves  and  such  new  trustees  upon  the  like  trusts. 

The  closes  called  Bowland  Fields  were  afterwards  divided,  as  appears  by 
indenture,  bearing  date  26th  October  1784,  between  John  Sorton,  of  the  one 
part,  and  James  Green,  of  the  other  part,  whereby,  reciting  the  will  of  Henry 
Bolton,  and  the  indentures  of  23d  and  24th  January  1737,  above  abstracted, 
and  that  the  said  James  Green  was  the  only  surviving  trustee  named  therein, 
and  that  the  said  John  Sorton  was  seised  of  the  other  moiety  of  the  two  closes 
called  Bowland  Fields ; and  that  the  said  parties,  for  their  mutual  benefit, 
had  agreed  to  divide  the  same,  and  that  upon  admeasurement  thereof  the 
same  appeared  to  contain  3 a.  3u.  14p.  ; and  that  the  north  side  thereof,  con- 
taining 1a.  3r.  27 p.,  had  been  set  out  and  divided  by  fences  to  the  said  James 
Green  and  his  successors,  to  the  uses  thereinbefore  mentioned  ; and  that  the 
south  side  thereof  had  been  set  out  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Sorton,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  parties  mutually  covenanted  that  the  respective 
portions  should  be  for  ever  thereafter  enjoyed  accordingly. 

The  premises  above  described  in  Bedford  and  Pennington  were  afterwards 
conveyed  separately  from  the  premises  in  Heywood,  to  trustees,  as  appears 
by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  24th  and  25th  February  1792, 
whereby,  reciting  so  much  of  the  indenture  of  1737,  above  abstracted,  as 
relates  to  the  property  in  Bedford  and  Pennington,  and  also  reciting  the  deed 
of  partition  relating  to  the  closes  called  Bowland  Fields,  John  Green,  as 
the  heir-at-law  of  James  Green,  who  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  trustees 
named  in  the  indenture  of  1737,  for  the  premises  in  Bedford  and  Pennington, 
conveyed  the  premises  in  these  townships  to  new  trustees  on  the  trusts  declared 
in  the  former  deed. 


Pennington. 
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And  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  15th  and  16th  July, 
1818,  Richard  Marsh,  of  Westleigh,  the  only  surviving  trustee  mentioned  in 
the  indenture  of  25th  February  1792,  conveyed  the  said  premises  in  Bedford 
and  Pennington  to  the  use  of  himself,  James  Bevan,  Ralph  Leigh,  James 
Kearsley,  Thomas  Kearsley,  Richard  Guest,  Philip  Newton,  and  Thomas 
Richard  Weeton,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  indenture  of  1737. 

We  have  already  given  an  account  of  the  charity  for  Heywood,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Heap,  in  the  parish  of  Bury,  in  a former  part  of  this  Report. 

The  trust-premises  in  Pennington,  being  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the 
vicar  of  Leigh,  are  under  his  own  management. 

Kep.  19.  “ U The 
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The  trust-premises  in  Bedford  consist  of 

1.  The  messuage  and  tenement  called  Simpsons,  and  about  two  acres  of 
land,  eight  yards  to  the  perch  ; and  also  about  half  an  acre  of  waste  land, 
now  inclosed,  let  to  Gilbert  Mort,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  16/.  It  was 
raised  in  1823  from  12/.  12s.  to  the  present  rent. 

2.  The  property  called  Bowland  Fields,  in  Bedford,  containing  nearly  two 
acres,  like  measure,  let  to  William  Smith,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  16/. 
There  was  no  house  upon  this  land  till  1821,  when  a sum  of  money  was  laid 
out  in  building  a farm-house  with  out-buildings,  and  a six-loom  shop,  upon  the 
premises.  The  rent  obtained  for  this  land  before  the  buildings  were  erected 
was  9/. 

The  sum  expended  in  buildings  was  177 /•  8 s.  9 d. ; towards  these  expenses 
there  was  received  from  the  trustees  of  James  and  Randell  Wright’s  charities, 
July  10th  1821,  94/.  10s.,  being  90/.  principal,  and  a year’s  interest  thereon. 
Mr.  Philip  Newton,  one  of  the  trustees,  undertook  the  care  of  the  building,  and 
advanced  money  as  it  was  required;  and  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  94/.  10s., 
he  has  received  two  years  rent  of  Bowland  Fields,  at  9 /.  a year,  and  four 
years  rent  of  the  house  and  land  from  May  1824  to  May  1827  inclusive,  at 
16 /.  a year,  amounting  together  to  82/.,  but  reduced  by  deductions  to  79/. 
clear,  leaving  SI.  18s.  9 d.  due  to  Mr.  Newton,  exclusive  of  interest  on  the 
money  which  he  advanced  during  the  progress  of  the  building,  the  account  of 
which  he  had  not  made  out  at  the  time  of  our  examination.  Mr.  Newton  had 
also  paid  10/.  in  1825  to  the  general  charity-account,  whereby  his  debt  was 
increased  to  13/.  18  s.  9 d. 

It  thus  appears  that  since  May  1821  the  rent  of  Bowland  Fields  has  not 
been  carried  to  the  general  charity-account,  but  to  a separate  account. 

Previously  to  1821  the  rents  received  were  the  rent  of  Simpson’s  tenement, 
12/.  12s.,  and  of  Bowland  Fields,  9/.,  making  together  21  /.  12s. ; and  to  this 
account  was  added  from  at  least  the  year  1795,  4/.  10s.,  the  interest  of  90/., 
derived  from  Wright’s  charities,  as  before  mentioned,  which  being  partly  for 
the  same  objects  as  Bolton’s  and  Starkey’s  Charities,  was  included  under  the 
same  management,  the  distribution  being  on  an  average  as  follows  : 


Twenty  poor  persons  for  Bolton’s  gift  of  loo/. 
Schoolmaster  of  a Sunday-school 
Vicar  and  clerk,  for  sermon  - 
Schoolmaster  of  Grammar-school 
Linen  cloth,  about  - 
Clerk,  for  giving  notice.  - 


£. 


£.  s.  d. 

5 - - 
10  - - 

- n 6 

3 " - 
2 10- 

- 1 - 


212  6 


The  sum  of  10/.  paid  to  the  master  of  the  Sunday-school  was  considered  as 
the  residue  arising  from  the  produce  of  Bolton’s  and  Starkey’s  charities.  Since 
1821  the  same  sum  has  been  paid  to  the  master  of  the  grammar-school,  the 
payment  not  being  confined  by  the  donor  to  any  particular  school  in  Leigh. 
The  sum  of  SI.  paid  to  the  master  of  the  grammar-school  was  considered  as 
the  interest  of  20/.  given  by  Henry  Bolton,  and  of  the  two  several  sums  of  20/. 
given  by  James  and  Randell  Wright,  for  the  use  of  the  master  of  the  grammar- 
school  ; and  the  sum  given  in  linen  was  considered  as  derived  from  the  latter 
charities.  The  payment  to  the  vicar  seems  to  have  arisen  from  a misappre- 
hension, as  the  sum  of  10/.  given  for  his  use  was  laid  out  in  purchasing  the 
immediate  possession  of  an  estate  given  to  the  vicar  in  reversion  by  Robert 
Ashurst,  as  appears  by  the  deed  of  24th  January  1737,  above  abstracted. 

Since  the  year  1821  the  payments  to  the  different  objects  of  charity  have  not 
varied  materially  from  those  made  previously  ; but  the  only  receipts  entered  in 
the  general  account  consist  of  the  rent  of  Simpson’s  tenement,  which  was 
raised  in  1823  from  12/.  125.  to  16/.,  and  one  sum  of  10/.  paid  in  1825  out  of 
the  rent  of  Bowland  Fields,  as  above  mentioned.  A balance  has  consequently 
accrued  against  the  charity,  amounting  to  nearly  30/.,  exclusive  of  what  remains 
due  on  the  building-account. 

The  sum  of  51.  is  given  away  on  Saint  Bartholomew’s-day,  at  the  church, 
after  the  sermon,  to  20  persons  of  Pennington,  5s.  to  each.  The  vicar  preaches 

a sermon 
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a sermon  on  that  day,  for  which  he  receives  10s.  and  the  clerk  1 s. ; the  poor  Pennington, 
persons  are  appointed  by  the  trustees,  and  the  list  is  read  in  church  on  the  cbariti^J  Bolton 
Sunday  before,  for  which  notice  the  clerk  receives  1 s.  The  persons  once  ap-  and  Starkey, 
pointed  generally  receive  the  charity  for  life.  They  are  required,  however,  to  continued. 

attend  church  on  the  day  of  distribution,  unless  prevented  by  illness.  The  same  ~ / 

persons  who  receive  this  charity  also  receive  the  cloth  from  Wright's  charities, 
which  is  given  away  after  Divine  Service  on  the  5th  November. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  TYLDESLEY. 

Richard  and  Catherine  Spakeman’s  Charity. 

We  have  already  stated  the  particulars  of  this  charity  in  our  account  of  the  Richard  and  Cathe- 
township  of  Bedford.  r,ne(?£'m“'s 

Roger  Worthington,  one  of  the  trustees  named  in  the  deed  of  1822,  has  y' 

received  yearly  for  distribution  in  Tyldesley  1 5 s.,  until  the  last  four  years, 
when  for  the  reasons  before  given  no  money  has  been  distributed.  It  used  to 
be  given  away  to  poor  persons  in  sums  varying  from  Is.  to  1 s.  6d. 


Parr’s  Charity. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  2d  March  1729,  between  Peter  Aspinall,  and  Parr*s  Charity: 
Margaret  his  wife,  sister  and  heir  of  John  Parr  of  the  first  part,  Joseph  Parr, 
uncle  of  the  said  John  and  Margaret,  of  the  second  part,  and  Thomas  Arrow- 
smith,  and  Thomas  Marsh,  of  the  third  part,  it  was  agreed  that  the  parties  of 
the  first  and  second  part  should  at  the  next  General  Session  of  Assize  for  the 
county  of  Lancaster  levy  a fine  to  the  said  Thomas  Arrowsmith  and  Thomas 
Marsh,  and  their  heirs,  of  certain  messuages  and  premises  in  Tyldesley,  called 
the  Bank,  the  Meadow,  the  Kiln  Field,  in  two  parts,  the  Three  Roods,  the 
Hemp  Croft,  and  the  Ryding,  containing  12  acres,  or  thereabouts  ; the  said 
fine  to  enure  to  the  use  of  the  said  Margaret  Parr  for  life,  with  divers  re- 
mainders over,  and  ultimately  to  the  use  of  the  said  Joseph  Parr,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  for  ever  ; the  said  close  called  the  Ryding  being  nevertheless 
charged  and  chargeable  as  thereinafter  mentioned  ; and  it  was  declared  and 
agreed  that  the  said  close  called  the  Ryding  was  limited  to  the  said  Joseph 
Parr,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  under  and  subject  to  the  yearly  sum  of  40  s.  payable 
thereout  to  the  said  Thomas  Arrowsmith  and  Thomas  Marsh,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  on  the  2d  February  yearly,  upon  trust,  that  the  same  should  be  distributed 
by  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  amongst  such  poor  persons  of  or  whose  legal 
settlements  should  for  the  time  being  be  in  Tyldesley  and  Hurst  Quarter,  in 
the  parish  of  Leigh,  in  such  manner  and  proportions  as  they,  their  heirs,  or  the 
survivor  of  them,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  should  think  meet,  with  power  of  distress 
in  case  of  non-payment. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  subsequent  trust-deed  has  ever  been  executed. 

William  Spakeman  is  the  owner  of  the  close  called  the  Ryding,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Tyldesley.  He  purchased  it  between  20  and  30  years  ago,  subject  to 
the  payment  of  40  s.  yearly  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Tyldesley,  and  has 
the  deed  above  abstracted  in  his  possession.  As  no  person  has  claimed  to  be 
trustee,  he  has  usually  directed  the  distribution  of  it  as  former  owners  have 
done. 

Till  within  the  last  five  or  six  years  William  Spakeman  distributed  it  himself 
to  poor  persons  of  Tyldesley,  in  sums  varying  from  5 s.  to  85.  on  or  about  the 
2d  February.  For  the  last  five  or  six  years  William  Johnson,  the  tenant  of  the 
land,  has  given  it  away  in  the  same  manner. 


Adam  Mort’s  Charity. 

For  the  particulars  of  this  charity,  See  Township  of  Astley. 


William  Guest’s  Charity. 

For  the  particulars  of  this  charity,  See  Charities  of  Whalley  and  others, 
Township  of  Astley. 


Adam  Mort’s 
Charity. 


William  Guest’s 
Charity. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  WEST  LEIGH. 

Charities  of  France  and  others. 

William  France,  by  Will,  bearing  date  18th  March  1709,  devised  as  follows:  charities  of  France 
“ Item  as  for  my  land  lying  at  West  Leigh  and  Lowton,  I give  to  the  poor  of  and  others. 

U 2 West 
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West  Leigh  the  yearly  income,  (after  all  taxes  and  duties  it  is  liable  to  are  dis- 
charged,) to  be  laid  out  in  cloth,  linen  or  woollen,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
overseers  for  the  time  being,  for  the  use  of  the  said  poor.” 

George  Hampson,  by  Will,  bearing  date  27th  June  1666,  directed  that  Peter 
Hampson,  his  brother,  should  pay  to  Robert  Hampson,  John  Parr,  Peter  Parr, 
and  John  Leech,  the  sum  of  10  /.  of  the  issues  and  profits  of  his  tenement  in 
the  said  will  before  mentioned,  the  same  to  be  put  forth  by  the  said  parties, 
their  heirs  and  executors,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  by  them  disposed  of  to  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  most  needy  poor  within  the  town  of  West  Leigh  on  the 
anniversary  of  his  burial. 

The  testator  was  buried  on  1 1th  July. 

Jane  Hey  wood,  by  Will,  bearing  date  13th  July  1699,  bequeathed  to  the  poor 
people  of  West  Leigh  20/.,  the  use  and  improvement  thereof  to  be  dealt  in  linen 
cloth  every  2d  February. 

William  Hart,  by  Will,  bearing  date  18th  January  1716,  gave  to  the  poor 
people  of  West  Leigh,  20/.,  the  use  thereof  to  be  dealt  in  linen  cloth,  every 
2d  February. 

Robert  Ashurst,  by  Will,  bearing  date  7th  April  1726,  gave  to  the  poor  of 
West  Leigh,  5 /.,  the  interest  to  be  given  to  the  said  poor  either  in  money  or  cloth, 
at  the  discretion  of  his  executors. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  27th  May  I762,  between  Peter  Green,  of  the  first 
part,  and  John  Leigh,  esquire,  and  ten  others,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the 
several  wills  of  William  France,  George  Hampson,  Jane  Heywood,  William 
Hart,  and  Robert  Ashurst,  as  above  abstracted ; and  further  reciting,  that  several 
other  charitable  persons  had  let't  to  the  poor  of  West  Leigh  the  several  sums 
thereinafter  mentioned,  viz.  Edward  Burron,  31.  10s.  ; Sir  Jeffeiy  Shakerley, 
2/.  3 s.  4 d. ; and  John  Leech,  10s.,  which  several  sums  were  then  well  secured 
to  the  said  surviving  trustees  ; and  further  reciting,  that  Henry  Hampson  by  his 
will  gave  to  the  trustees  for  the  poor  of  West  Leigh  20/.,  to  be  laid  out  in 
woollen  cloth  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  West  Leigh ; and  further  reciting,  that 
by  indenture,  bearing  date  24th  February  1729,  George  Ward,  and  three  others, 
the  then  only  surviving  trustees  for  the  management  of  the  said  charitable  gifts, 
at  the  desire  of  the  inhabitants  of  West  Leigh,  had  appointed  George  Leigh  the 
younger,  Peter  Green,  and  six  others,  trustees  with  them,  for  the  management 
and  disposal  of  the  said  several  sums  thereinbefore  mentioned,  to  be  put  forth 
to  the  best  advantage,  by  purchasing  lands,  rents,  or  otherwise,  the  yearly  pro- 
duce thereof  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  said  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  poor 
impotent  indigent  people  inhabiting  within  or  belonging  to  the  said  township 
of  West  Leigh,  in  such  proportions  as  they  should  think  fit,  viz.  the  gifts  of 
William  France,  William  Hart,  Jane  Heywood,  and  Robert  Ashurst,  on  25th 
December,  yearly,  according  to  the  true  intent  of  the  said  donors,  reserving  out 
of  the  same  to  such  of  the  trustees  as  should  be  then  present,  65.  for  their  trouble 
and  expenses,  and  the  gifts  of  the  other  donors  above  named  on  the  11th  July 
yearly,  according  to  the  intent  of  such  donors  ; the  said  Peter  Green,  at  the 
request  of  the  inhabitants  of  West  Leigh,  appointed  the  said  John  Leigh,  and 
others,  trustees  with  himself,  for  the  management  and  disposal  of  the  sums 
thereinbefore  mentioned  to  be  disposed  in  the  same  manner  as  directed  by  the 
indenture  of  1729-  And  it  was  provided  that  whenever  the  number  of  the  said 
trustees  should  be  reduced  to  four  or  three,  the  survivors  should  appoint  so 
many  other  substantial  persons  as  would  make  up  the  number  twelve. 

A further  appointment  of  trustees  was  made  in  the  same  form  by  indenture 
bearing  date  1st  January  1777-  And  by  indenture  bearing  date  1st  December 
1806,  Richard  Guest,  the  then  surviving  trustee  in  the  same  form  appointed 
the  Right  honourable  Lord  Lilford,  Samuel  Chetham  Hilton,  Richard  Gwillym, 
John  Walmsley,  John  Arthur  Borron,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Birkett,  vicar  of  Leigh, 
John  Guest,  Richard  Guest  the  younger,  Thomas  Worsley,  Richard  Hodgkin- 
son,  and  John  Hurst,  trustees  with  himself  for  the  said  charities. 

Seven  of  these  trustees  are  still  living. 

The  several  legacies  mentioned  in  the  indenture  of  1762  amounted  to 
81  /.  3 s.  4 <d.  Of  this  sum  51.  was  lost  in  1754  ; the  sum  of  20/.  given  by  Jane 
Heywood,  appears  to  have  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a rentcharge  of 
1 /.  yearly,  this  sum  being  entered  as  received  from  the  year  1754,  when  the 
account-book  produced  to  us  commences,  from  George  Battersbee,  and  from  the 

year 


Lancaster.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  153 

year  1766,  as  a rentcharge  issuing  out  of  Battersbee’s  meadow.  In  1766  the  'l  > ldcsL. y 

further  sum  of  17/-  appears  to  have  been  lost,  so  that  the  sum  remaining  out  at  Charities  of  France 
interest,  after  deducting  Jane  Heywood’s  20/.,  was  39/.  3s.  4 d.  This  was  in-  and  others, 

creased  to  40/.,  on  which  sum  interest  was  received  till  1779,  when  it  was  called  continued. 

in,  and  a part  of  the  income  of  France’s  bequest  was  added  thereto  from  year  to 
year  till  1785,  when  the  sum  of  133/.  0.?.  4 d.  was  laid  out  in  building  a new 
house  on  the  Lowton  farm.  This  exceeded  the  accumulated  fund  then  in  hand 
by  about  35  /.  which  was  paid  off  in  the  two  following  years. 

From  1789  to  1805,  a further  sum  was  raised  by  reserving  part  of  the  income 
annually,  and  out  of  this  fund  19/.  10s.  3d.  was  laid  out  in  1798  in  the  purchase 
of  the  land-tax  on  the  farms  in  West  Leigh  and  Lowton.  In  1805,  278/.  11s.  3d. 
was  laid  out  in  erecting  a house  and  barn  on  the  West  Leigh  farm,  leaving  a 
sum  of  17/.  Os.  Id.  due  to  the  treasurer,  and  in  1806,  7 /•  5s.  6d.  was  paid  for 
a new  trust-deed.  Since  this  period  a balance  has  been  allowed  to  accumulate 
for  the  purpose  of  repairs. 

The  several  donations  above  mentioned,  except  20/.  left  by  Jane  Heywood, 
may  therefore  all  be  considered  as  laid  out  upon  the  land  derived  from  William 
France’s  bequest,  which  consists  of  the  following  parcels : 

1.  A farm  at  West  Leigh,  containing  eight  acres  of  land,  large  measure,  with 
a house,  shippon  and  hay-loft,  built  in  1805,  now  let  to  Henry  Smith,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  27  /.  which  is  considered  the  full  value. 

2.  A farm  in  Lowton,  in  the  parish  of  Winwick,  consisting  of  a dwelling- 
house  with  the  appurtenances,  and  four  closes,  containing  by  estimation  tour 
acres  of  land,  large  measure,  let  to  John  Lythgoe,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  17/. 
which  is  considered  a fair  rent.  In  1816,  the  sum  of  80/.  13.9.  lie/,  was  laid 
out  in  improving  these  premises. 

3.  A small  field  in  Lowton,  adjoining  the  high  road  over  Lowton  Common, 
containing  about  a quarter  of  an  acre.  This  was  let  by  the  then  trustees  by 
lease,  dated  23d  February  1771,  1°  Thomas  Guest,  for  the  term  of  99  years, 
if  he  should  so  long  live,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  1 /.  3 s.  Thomas  Guest  has  been 
dead  about  twenty  years,  and  the  land  is  now  held  by  his  daughter  Christian 
Guest,  at  the  same  rent,  which  appears  to  be  about  the  fair  value  of  it. 

The  only  other  source  of  income  is  the  yearly  rent  of  1 /.  arising  from  the 
gift  of  Jane  Heywood,  and  called  Battersbee’s  rentcharge,  which  is  paid  yearly 
on  Christmas-day,  by  the  tenant  of  land  in  Hindley,  lately  in  the  occupation 
of Collier. 

ilichard  Guest,  one  of  the  trustees,  receives  the  rents,  and  after  paying 
thereout  18  s.  yearly,  for  the  insurance  of  the  farm-buildings,  and  any  bills  which 
may  be  due  for  repairs,  he  lays  out,  in  the  purchase  of  linen  and  flannel,  a sum 
varying  in  amount  according  to  the  balance  in  hand,  and  the  number  of  appli- 
cants. 

The  linen  and  flannel  is  divided  and  made  up  into  bundles,  and  on  Christ- 
mas-day it  is  delivered  in  the  church  to  the  poor  who  come  there  for  it,  the 
names  of  the  persons  appointed  to  receive  it  having  been  read  in  the  church 
on  the  previous  Sunday.  The  persons  selected  are  such  as  are  considered  most 
in  want,  being  settled  parishioners  of  West  Leigh,  whether  resident  there  or 
not ; they  are  chosen  by  the  trustees,  with  the  assistance  of  the  overseer. 

For  the  last  six  years  the  sums  thus  disposed  of  have  been  as  follows  : 


£. 

s . 

d. 

to  poor  Fam: 

1821 

- 

- 

- 

- 38 

7 

7 - 

- 121 

1822 

- 

- 

- 34 

13 

2 

- 112 

1823 

- 

- 

- 

- 31 

4 

— 

- 120 

1824 

- 

- 

r 

- 33 

14 

10  - 

- 120 

1825 

- 

- 

- 

- 47 

5 

4 - 

- 140 

1826 

- 

- 

* 

- 54 

17 

6 - 

- 200 

The  expenses  of  the  meetings  of  the  trustees,  including  what  is  paid  for 
measuring  and  parcelling  the  cloth,  amounts  to  between  2/.  and  3 /.  annually. 

The  surplus  is  paid  over  to  Mr.  Richard  Hodgkinson,  the  present  treasurer, 
who  had  in  hand,  in  December  1826,  43/.  9<s.  7 </•  as  an  accumulating  fund  for 
the  purpose  of  repairs,  for  which  he  pays  interest. 

Ihe  accounts  are  made  up  yearly  on  Christmas-day,  and  examined  and  signed 
by  two  or  more  of  the  trustees. 
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PARISH  OF  NORTH  MEOLES. 


North  Meoles. 
School. 


School. 


There  is  a school  in  Church  Town,  North  Meoles,  which  was  called  the 
Grammar-school,  till  within  the  last  six  months,  and  for  many  years  received 
donations  and  benefactions  under  that  name,  as  appears  by  the  following  table 
of  benefactions  in  the  church,  intitled, 


Money  given  for  the  benefit  of  a grammar-school  in  North  Meoles. 


1684.  The  Rev.  James  Starkey,  Rector 

1690.  Thos.  Blevin  ------ 

1692.  Ri.  Ball  ------- 

1719.  John  Aughton  - 

1720.  Hannah  Woods,  in  her  life-time 

1720.  Roger  Hesketh,  Esq.  - - - - 

1723.  Ro.  Hesketh,  Esq.  - - - - 

1727.  Mary,  relict  of  Roger  Hesketh,  Esq. 

1 773-  Peter  Rymer  left  - 

1800.  Sarah,  relict  of  Roger  Hesketh,  Esq.  left  - 


£.  s. 
40  - 
20  - 
20  - 
10  - 
to  - 
20  - 
20  - 
10  - 
20  - 
100  - 


£. 


270  - 


d. 


In  addition  to  the  above  benefactions,  another  person  of  the  Hesketh  family 
left  100/.  to  the  same  use. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1827  the  old  school  was  pulled  down,  and  an  en- 
larged school  built  upon  the  site  by  subscriptions,  and  a contribution  of  150 /. 
from  the  National  Society,  and  it  is  now  called  the  National  School,  and  is  capa- 
ble of  receiving  100  boys  and  100  girls.  The  funds  of  the  old  grammar-school 
are  applied  in  part-payment  of  the  master  and  mistress  of  this  school,  the 
remainder  being  supplied  by  subscriptions  and  payments  from  the  children,  whose 
parents  are  able  to  pay  for  them.  At  the  time  of  our  Examination  there  were 
58  boys  and  78  girls  in  the  school. 

Of  the  sum  of  370/.  above  mentioned,  330/.  is  in  the  hands  of  Peter  Hes- 
keth, esquire,  of  Rossall  Hall,  who  pays  16  /.  10  s.  annually  as  the  interest. 

The  further  sum  of  20  /.  which  was  left  by  Peter  Rymer,  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  overseers,  by  whom  11.  is  paid  annually  to  the  school-funds  in  respect 
of  it. 

The  remaining  sum  of  20  /.  was  derived  from  the  Will  of  Thomas  Blevin,  of 
which  we  have  obtained  the  following  extract : 

Thomas  Blevin,  by  will,  bearing  date  12th  August  1691,  bequeathed  to  the 
parish  of  North  Meoles  20/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  employed  yearly  by  the 
minister  of  the  said  parish,  Thomas  Brebell,  and  his  successors,  and  his 
executors,  James  Skinner,  of  Liverpool,  Thomas  Cropper,  of  Ormskirk,  and 
Thomas  Brebell,  of  North  Meoles,  and  their  heirs,  for  ever,  for  the  teaching 
and  instructing  poor  children  to  read  the  Scriptures,  &c.,  especially  such  as 
should  be  fatherless  and  motherless,  and  such  as  should  stand  in  most  need  ; 
the  said  interest  to  be  employed,  the  one  half  to  Crossons  and  Banks,  within 
the  said  place,  and  the  other  half  to  the  rest  of  the  said  parish  within  North 
Meoles,  provided  the  said  Banks  and  Crossons  should  unanimously  keep  a 
teacher  in  either  place,  else  all  to  be  employed  within  the  said  parish  for  the 
said  use,  Berdale  always  to  be  excepted. 

Till  the  last  15  or  1 6 years,  1/.  was  regularly  paid  in  respect  of  this  legacy, 
bv  the  tenant  of  some  land  in  Crossons,  called  Breakell’s  Land,  which 
appears  to  have  belonged  to  the  executors  of  the  testator.  This  land  was 
sold  about  15  years  ago,  free  from  any  charge.  As  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  land  was  ever  legally  charged  with  the  payment,  we  apprehend  that  this 
benefaction  must  be  considered  as  lost. 


Rymer’s  Charity. 

Rymer’*  Charity.  It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  church  that  Peter  Rymer,  late  clerk,  left  to  the 
poor  of  North  Meoles  the  interest  of  80/.,  to  be  disposed  of  annually,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  in  clothing  such  poor  people  as 
should  never  have  received  any  relief  from  the  said  parish  for  two  years ; and 

that 
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that  no  person  should  be  entitled  to  receive  any  part  of  the  said  benefaction  North  Meoles. 

i above  once  in  the  space  of  three  years.  It  is  further  stated  that  the  interest  

was  to  commence  from  the  14th  August  1773.  Rymer’s  Chanty, 

This  sum  of  80/.  appears  to  have  been  carried  to  the  account  of  the  parish,  continued, . 

and  4/.  is  annually  paid  out  of  the  poors  rates  in  respect  of  it,  which  is  distri- 
buted  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  in  different  articles  of  clothing, 
to  persons  of  the  description  mentioned  by  the  donor,  whose  directions  are 
attended  to  as  nearly  as  possible. 


HUNDRED  OF  SALFORD. 

PARISH  OF  BOLTON-LE-MOORS. 

Free  Grammar-School. 

In  an  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  28th  Geo.  3d.,  c.  81,  intitled,  “ An  Act  Bolton-le-Moors. 

for  incorporating  the  Governors  of  the  Free  Grammar-School  of  the  town  and  

parish  of  Bolton-in-the- Moors,  in  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster,  of  the  Free  Grammar 
foundation  of  Robert  Lever , late  of  London,  gentleman,  deceased,  and  for  School, 
enlarging  the  trusts  and  powers  of  the  said  governors  for  the  benefit  of  the 
said  school,”  it  is  recited,  amongst  other  things,  that  in  and  before  the  year 
1644  there  was  an  old  school  in  the  parish  of  Bolton,  with  certain  revenues 
and  property  belonging  thereunto  ; and  that  the  said  old  school,  together  with 
such  revenues  and  property,  had  ever  since  the  year  1656  been  united  to 
a new  school,  founded  by  the  said  Robert  Lever ; and  that  the  said  schools  had 
since  been  considered  in  every  respect  as  one  and  the  same  school. 

The  said  Robert  Lever,  citizen  and  clothier,  of  London,  by  his  Will,  bearing 
date  16th  March  1641,  devised  and  declared  that  his  brothers,  William  Lever 
and  John  Lever,  should  hold  the  lands  in  Harwood,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
which  he  had  formerly  purchased  in  his  own  name,  and  in  the  names  of  his  said 
brothers,  paying  and  allowing  for  the  same  unto  his  personal  estate,  350/.,  or  in 
default  thereof,  that  they  should  sell  the  said  lands  for  the  best  advantage  ; and 
that  the  said  350/.,  or  the  monies  raised  by  the  sale  thereof,  and  250/.  more, 
which  he  willed  should  be  taken  out  of  his  personal  estate,  should  be  distri- 
buted by  his  executors,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  for  such  pious  uses  as  he 
should  appoint  in  his  life-time  ; and  for  want  of  such  appointment  he  willed 
that  the  same  should  be  disposed  of  in  such  pious  uses  as  his  executors,  or  the 
survivor  of  them,  should  think  fit,  either  for  erecting  and  maintaining  of 
a free-school,  or  a chapel,  or  otherwise,  as  to  them  should  seem  meet ; and  he 
thereby  nominated  and  appointed  the  said  William  and  John  Lever,  and  three 
others,  his  executors. 

It  appears  that  the  testator  died  without  making  any  appointment  with 
respect  to  the  application  of  his  gift,  and  that  the  surviving  executors  appointed 
that  the  same  should  be  applied  in  building  and  endowing  a new  free  grammar- 
school  in  Bolton. 

By  an  inquisition  taken  at  Chorley,  under  a Commission  of  Charitable  Uses, 

4-th  August  1655,  and  by  decree  thereupon  made  and  confirmed  by  the  Court 
of  Chancery  for  the  County  Palatine  *of  Lancaster,  28th  January  1 656,  it 
appears  that  the  said  William  and  John  Lever,  brothers  of  the  said  testator, 
both  died,  not  having  sold  the  said  lands  in  Harwood,  or  released  their  interest 
and  estate,  or  paid  to  the  executors  the  sum  of  350/.,  according  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  said  will ; and  it  was  therefore  ordered  and  decreed  that  William 
Lever,  of  Kersall,  the  son  and  heir  of  William  Kersall,  who  was  the  last  surviving 
brother  of  the  said  testator,  should  either  pay  the  said  sum  of  350  /.  to  the 
feoffees  therein  nominated,  for  the  new  school  of  Bolton,  or  assure  unto  the  said 
feoffees  all  the  said  lands  and  hereditaments,  with  the  appurtenances  in  Har- 
wood, to  the  end  that  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  might  be  converted  and 
employed  for  the  best  use,  benefit,  and  advantage  of  the  said  school  for  ever. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  22d  and  25th  February 
1658,  between  the  said  William  Lever,  of  Kersall,  of  the  one  part,  and  George 
Chetham,  and  fourteen  others,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  will  of  the  said 
testator,  and  the  decree  of  the  Commissioners  of  Charitable  Uses  above 
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]5olton-le-Moor8.  abstracted  ; and  also  reciting  that,  the  said  testator  having  died  without  making 
p any  appointment  as  to  the  application  of  his  gift,  the  surviving  executors  had 

School, ra8r  thought  fit  and  made  choice  to  bestow  the  gifts  and  legacies,  lands  and  monies, 
continued.  left  or  given  by  the  said  Robert  Lever  for  charitable  uses,  for  the  building  and 

' " ' erecting  of  a new  free  grammar-school,  and  endowing  the  same  in  manner  and 

form  thereinafter  mentioned ; and  that  they  had  since  the  decease  of  the  said 
testator  erected  and  built  a new  free  grammar-school  in  Bolton,  in  or  near  the 
church-yard  there,  with  the  monies  and  profits  of  the  lands  and  premises  given 
by  the  said  testator,  and  had  reserved  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  same 
lands  and  premises  to  be  bestowed,  with  the  profits  of  other  monies  belong- 
ing to  the  old  grammar-school  in  Bolton,  for  or  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
high-master  and  usher  for  the  time  being  of  and  in  the  said  newr  school  ; and 
also  reciting,  that  it  had  been  theretofore  agreed  by  certain  gentlemen  to  whom 
the  differences  of  the  said  school  had  been  referred  by  the  said  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, and  afterwards  approved  by  the  same  Court,  that  the  new  school  in  Bolton 
then  used  for  a school-house  should  for  ever  thereafter  continue  and  be  used 
and  enjoyed  for  a free  grammar-school,  of  the  foundation  of  the  said  Robert 
Lever,  and  that  the  same  Robert  Lever  should  for  ever  thereafter  to  all  pos- 
terity be  named  and  intitled  founder  and  erector  thereof,  and  that  the  lands . 
and  rents  in  Harwood  aforesaid,  should  for  ever  thereafter  be  accounted  and 
esteemed  to  be  of  the  free  gift  of  him  the  said  Robert  Lever ; the  said 
William  Lever,  of  Kersall,  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  said  Court  of 
Chancery,  conveyed  to  the  said  George  Chetham  and  others,  parties  of  the 
second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a messuage  and  tenement,  with  the  appur- 
tenances in  Harwood,  and  several  closes  therein  named,  with  all  edifices,  woods, 
mines,  commons,  &c.  &c.  thereto  belonging;  and  also  a messuage  or  dwelling- 
house  and  barn,  with  the  appurtenances,  commonly  called  the  House  and  Barn 
in  Tomfield,  situate  in  Harwood  aforesaid,  and  the  closes  in  Tomfield  therein 
named,  and  containing  by  estimation  eight  acres,  or  thereabouts,  with  all  build- 
ings, woods,  commons,  mines,  &c.  &c.  thereto  belonging ; and  also  all  the 
part,  purparty,  and  portion  of  or  belonging  to  the  said  William  Lever  of  and  in 
all  commons,  wastes,  rents,  services,  royalties,  perquisites  of  courts,  rights  and 
franchises,  &c.  &c.  being  parcel  of  the  manor  or  lordship  of  Harwood  aforesaid, 
to  the  use  of  all  the  said  parties  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  that  the  clear  yearly 
profits  and  rents  of  the  said  premises  should  be  for  ever  faithfully  paid  by  the  said 
trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  high-schoolmaster  and  usher  of  the  said 
new  school  for  the  time  being,  by  such  shares  and  proportions,  and  at  such  days 
and  times,  as  the  same  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  from  time  to  time 
think  fit,  for  or  towards  the  salary  and  better  maintenance  of  the  said  high- 
master  and  usher  for  the  time  being  ; and  the  said  trustees  thereby  covenanted, 
that  whenever  any  ten  of  them  should  be  deceased,  the  survivors  should  within 
six  months  convey  the  said  premises  to  some  other  ten  substantial  and  discreet 
persons,  inhabitants  and  owmers  of  land  within  the  parish  of  Bolton,  upon  the 
same  trusts,  and  so  long  as  there  should  be  any  of  the  name,  blood  or  kindred 
of  the  said  Robert  Lever  dwelling  within  the  town  or  parish  of  Bolton,  or 
elsewhere,  near  thereunto,  and  fit  to  be  made  feoffee,  that  he  should  be  nomi- 
nated for  that  purpose. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  the  latter  bearing  date  10th  November 
1686,  (as  recited  in  the  indentures  of  lease  and  release  of  1735,  hereafter  men- 
tioned) between  the  Rev.  William  Boardman,  of  the  one  part,  and  Thomas 
Lever  and  five  others,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  William  Boardman  granted 
to  the  said  Thomas  Lever  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a messuage,  barn 
and  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances  situate  in  Little  Lever,  then  in  the  occu- 
pation of  Thomas  Mason,  containing  by  estimation  two  acres,  or  thereabouts, 
and  another  messuage,  barn  and  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Little 
Lever,  then  in  the  occupation  of  William  Hilton,  and  likewise  two  messuages 
or  cottages,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Little  Lever,  then  in  the  occupation  of 
Thomas  Crompton,  James  Crompton,  Ralph  Gregory,  and  Thomas  Gregory, 
together  with  the  tithes  of  corn  and  grain,  and  other  tithes  whatsoever  arising 
upon  the  several  premises  before  mentioned,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Thomas 
Lever  and  others,  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  such  other  persons  as  by  them, 
or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  should  at  any  time  thereafter  be  nominated,  and 
their  heirs,  upon  trust,  and  for  the  use,  maintenance  and  benefit  of  the  free 

grammar- 
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grammar-school,  then  being  at  Bolton,  in  such  manner  as  was  thereinafter  de-  Bolt-on-le-Moors. 
dared,  viz : as  concerning  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises  during  pree7~n 
the  continuance  of  the  respective  leases  then  in  being,  to  the  intent  that  the  School,' >W 

said  trustees  should  employ  the  same  for  the  erecting,  purchasing  and  maintaining  continual 

a library  at  or  in  the  said  school-house,  of  the  best  sort  of  school-books,  and  such  v ^ " 

other  profitable  books  as  the  trustees  for  the  said  school  for  the  time  being 
should  think  fit  or  necessary  ; and  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  leases,  then  to 
the  intent  that  the  same  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  should,  out  of  the  rents  and 
profits,  pay  the  yearly  sum  of  405.  to  the  upper-schoolmaster  of  the  said  school 
for  the  time  being,  and  likewise  the  annual  sum  of  205.  to  the  usher  or  under- 
master of  the  said  school  for  the  time  being,  for  and  towards  their  yearly 
maintenance,  and  should  convert  and  employ  the  residue  thereof  for  the  main- 
taining and  providing  the  said  library,  as  well  with  desks,  tables,  boxes  and 
shelves,  as  also  with  such  other  necessary  ingenious  and  profitable  books,  moral 
or  divine,  or  for  history,  mathematics,  or  other  learning,  as  the  same  trustees, 
and  their  successors,  feoffees  of  the  said  school,  should  think  fit. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  25th  and  26th  August 
1735,  between  Samuel  Chetham,  and  five  others,  feoffees  of  the  said  grammar- 
school,  of  the  first  part,  and  John  Blackburn,  and  13  others,  of  the  other 
part,  reciting  the  indentures  of  1658  and  1686,  above  abstracted,  the  said 
Samuel  Chetham,  and  others,  conveyed  to  the  use  of  all  the  said  parties  and 
their  heirs,  the  messuages,  lands  and  tenements  in  Harwood,  comprised  in  the 
said  indentures  of  1658,  and  the  fields  thereto  belonging,  being  then  called 
the  Field  on  the  back  of  the  House,  the  Intack,  the  Little  Fields,  the  Croft, 
the  Little  Croft  on  back  of  the  Barn,  the  Longshutt,  the  Hill,  the  Penny  Acre, 
the  Marled  Earth,  the  Henrake,  the  Jonian  Field,  the  Tenter  Field ; and  the 
Rough  Meadow,  and  the  messuages,  lands  and  tenements  in  Little  Lever,  com- 
prised in  the  said  indentures  of  1686,  before  mentioned;  and  also  certain 
other  closes  in  little  Lever  called  the  Bents,  or  Bent  Fields,  then  in  two  parts, 
and  containing  by  estimation  four  acres,  or  thereabouts ; and  a messuage  or 
dwelling-house,  and  a close  thereto  belonging,  containing  by  estimation  one 
rood-land  of  ground,  or  thereabouts,  situate  in  Plarwood,  which  premises  are 
therein  mentioned  to  have  been  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  school  by  the 
will  of  James  Grundy  ; and  further,  a messuage  or  dwelling-house,  with  the 
buildings  thereto  belonging,  situate  in  Manchester,  at  the  Smithy  Door ; and 
two  dwelling-houses  called  the  old  School-house,  formerly  used  as  a school, 
situate  in  Church  Gate,  near  the  church-gates  in  Bolton  ; and  a yearly  rent  of 
335.  4 d.,  issuing  out  of  a messuage,  tenement  and  lands  in  Tockholes,  in  the 
said  county  of  Lancaster,  late  the  inheritance  of  William  Walmersley,  deceased, 
and  then  the  inheritance  of  Adam  Richardson,  and  Lucy  his  wife,  daughter 
of  the  said  William  Walmersley  ; and  also  certain  closes  of  land  in  Balderstone, 
in  the  said  county  of  Lancaster,  theretofore  purchased  by  the  feoffees  of  the 
said  new  school,  from  Thomas  Brodill,  called  Bolton  Meadow,  the  Three 
Hulms,  the  Well  Brow,  and  the  Silver  Field,  containing  five  acres,  or  there- 
abouts ; and  the  closes  called  the  Lower  Calf  Hey,  the  Nearer  Calf  Hey,  the 
Further  Calf  Hey,  the  Wood  Lands,  and  the  Sparrow  Croft,  lying  in  Balder- 
stone  aforesaid,  and  containing  13  acres,  or  thereabouts,  theretofore  also 
purchased  by  the  feoffees  of  the  said  new  school,  from  Edward  Newsham  ; and 
also  the  said  new  school  and  school-yard  in  Bolton,  with  the  appurtenances ; to 
1 hold  the  same  upon  the  several  trusts  therein  mentioned,  viz.  as  to  the  premises 
in  Harwood,  Manchester,  Bolton,  Tockholes,  and  Balderstone  (except  the 
new  school  in  Bolton,  and  the  yard  thereunto  belonging)  and  also  as  to  the 
closes  in  Little  Lever,  called  the  Bents,  or  Bent  Fields,  to  and  for  the  several 
uses,  intents,  and  purposes  declared  and  expressed  in  the  before-mentioned 
indentures  of  1658  ; and  as  to  the  new  school,  upon  trust,  to  permit  the  same 
to  be  used  and  enjoyed  from  time  to  time  as  a free-school,  for  the  benefit  and 
advantage  of  the  high-master  and  usher  for  the  time  being,  and  to  permit  the 
said  yard,  and  other  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  to  be  used  and  enjoyed 
therewith,  for  the  better  convenience  thereof;  and  as  to  all  the  other  premises, 
in  Little  Lever,  to  and  for  the  uses,  intents,  and  purposes  declared  and 
expressed  in  the  before-mentioned  indentures  of  1686 ; and  it  was  thereby 
agreed  that  a new  election  should  be  made  whensoever  14  of  the  said  trustees 
should  be  dead,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  said  indentures  of  1658. 
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The  Rev.  James  Gosnell,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  9th  January  1622  (the 
particulars  whereof  will  be  more  fully  stated  hereafter,  under  a distinct  head), 
devised  certain  lands  in  Balderstone  to  trustees,  upon  trust,  that  they  should 
divide  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  into  six  equal  parts  ; and  he  gave  and 
bequeathed  one  sixth  part  thereof  to  the  said  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
to  be  yearly  distributed  to  the  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  the  master  and  usher 
for  the  time  being  successively,  for  ever,  of  the  school  of  and  in  Bolton. 

The  preceding  statement  as  to  the  benefactions  to  this  school  is  taken  from 
the  preamble  of  the  above-mentioned  Act  of  Parliament  for  incorporating  the 
governors,  &c.,  the  Deeds  referred  to  in  the  said  Act  being  in  the  custody  of 
Messrs.  Watkins  and  Stokes,  of  Bolton,  as  the  solicitors  to  the  governors.  The 
Act  of  Parliament  also  recites,  that  besides  the  several  estates  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  there  were  divers  considerable  sums  of  money  lent  out  upon 
securities,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  1,7 5J/.  12s.  10 d.,  or  thereabouts,  which, 
together  with  the  said  estates,  then  belonged  to  and  were  of  the  revenues  of 
the  said  school ; that  some  parts  of  the  said  trust-estates  consisted  of  houses 
and  buildings,  which  were  very  old,  and  in  a state  of  decay,  and  that  the  re- 
building or  repairing  thereof  would  be  attended  with  a considerable  expense, 
and  that  other  parts  consisted  of  lands,  some  of  which  might  be  improved  in 
value  by  granting  leases  for  such  a term  of  years  as  would  encourage  persons 
to  build  upon  the  same,  and  other  parts  lay  dispersed,  and  in  several  places 
intermixed  with  the  lands  of  other  persons,  from  whence  many  inconveniences 
arose,  and  that  it  would  be  a benefit  to  the  said  charity  if  such  parts  of  the 
said  estates  as  consisted  of  houses  and  buildings,  and  of  land  convenientlv 
situated  for  building  upon,  might  be  leased  for  99  years,  or  some  other  long 
term,  reserving  the  best  rent  that  might  be  had  for  the  same,  or  that  such 
parts  of  the  said  estates  as  consisted  of  buildings,  and  also  such  parts  as  con- 
sisted of  lands  lying  dispersed,  or  intermixed  with  the  lands  of  other  persons, 
might  be  sold,  and  the  produce  invested  in  other  estates,  to  be  settled  to  the 
same  uses,  or  that  such  dispersed  or  intermixed  lands  might  be  exchanged,  as 
opportunities  should  offer,  for  other  lands,  which  might,  from  their  contiguity, 
render  the  said  trust-estates  more  compact,  and  less  expensive  in  the  management 
thereof.  That  the  rents  of  the  said  lands  and  tenements,  and  the  interest  of 
the  monies  out  on  securities,  amounted  to  the  yearly  income  of  180/.  and 
upwards,  and  that  the  same  estates  would  upon  the  expiration  of  one  or  more 
lease  or  leases,  with  the  interest  aforesaid,  produce  (as  was  apprehended)  a yearly 
income  of  200/.,  or  thereabouts.  The  Act  further  recites,  that  the  place  of 
head-master  of  the  said  grammar-school  was  then  vacant,  and  that  Thomas 
Lord  Grey  de  Wilton,  and  11  others  therein  named,  were  then  governors  of 
the  said  school,  and  trustees  of  the  estates  thereof,  so  far  as  related  to  the 
premises  comprised  in  the  before-recited  indentures  of  1735,  and  to  the 
monies  then  out  at  interest;  and  that  the  Rev.  Edward  Whitehead  and 
Thomas  Lever  were  the  then  trustees  for  the  said  school,  so  far  as  related 
to  one  sixth  part  of  the  premises  devised  by  James  Gosnell.  And  that  it 
was  apprehended  that  the  said  foundation  would  be  much  improved,  and 
become  of  more  general  benefit,  if  the  several  persons  thereinafter  named 
for  that  purpose  were  incorporated  as  governors  of  the  said  school  with 
the  powers  thereinafter  expi-essed.  And  it  was  thereby  enacted  that 
'Thomas  Lord  Grey  de  Wilton,  James  Bradshaw,  John  Parker,  John 
Lawson,  James  Edge,  Edward  Whitehead,  clerk,  Henry  Offley  Wright, 
Richard  Rothwell,  Thomas  Lever,  Richard  Wroe  Walton,  John  Gartside, 
and  Edward  Whitehead  the  younger,  should  from  thenceforth  be  gover- 
nors of  the  said  school,  and  of  the  lands,  revenues,  &c.  thereof,  and  that 
they  and  their  successors  should  be  a body  corporate  for  ever,  to  continue 
by  the  name  of  the  governors  of  the  free  grammar-school  of  the  town  and 
parish  of  Bolton-in-the-Moors,  in  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster,  of  the 
foundation  of  Robert  Lever,  of  London,  gentleman,  deceased.  And  it  was 
further  enacted,  that  whenever  any  of  the  governors  for  the  time  being  should 
cease  to  be  a freeholder  of  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  within  the  said 
parish  of  Bolton,  every  such  person  so  ceasing  to  be  a freeholder  should  cease 
also  to  be  a governor  of  the  said  school ; and  as  often  as  one  or  more  of 
the  governors  should  die,  or  should  cease  to  be  a governor  or  governors  of 
the  said  school,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  surviving  or  remaining  gover- 
nors* 
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nors,  and  they  were  thereby  required,  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  said  Bolton-le-Moors. 
governors  after  the  happening  of  such  vacancy,  to  appoint  some  other  fit  GTTnmar 
person  or  persons  to  be  governor  or  governors  in  his  or  their  place ; and  that,  School 

as  long  as  there  should  be  any  of  the  blood,  kindred,  and  name  of  the  said  continued. 

Robert  Lever,  the  founder,  dwelling  within  the  town  or  parish  of  Bolton  afore-  v- 

said,  or  within  20  miles  thereof,  who  should  be  deemed  fit  to  be  made  governors, 
they  should  respectively  be  appointed  governors  accordingly  in  case  of  vacancy; 
and  it  was  provided,  that  no  person  should  be  chosen  a governor  unless  he  should 
be  owner  of  freehold  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  of  the  yearly  value  of 
100/.  all  or  part  of  which  should  be  within  the  said  parish  of  Bolton,  and  should 
be  a member  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  not  of  any  other  church,  chapel 
or  place,  or  holding  or  professing  any  other  tenets  or  doctrinal  articles  than 
those  held  and  professed  by  the  Church  of  England.  And  it  was  further 
enacted,  that  all  the  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  comprised  in  the 
before-recited  indentures  of  1658  and  1735,  and  also  one  undivided  sixth  part 
of  the  lands  and  hereditaments  devised  by  James  Gosnell,  and  all  other  the 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  securities,  monies,  books,  goods,  and 
things,  then  belonging  to  the  said  free  grammar-school,  whether  the  same 
belonged  originally  to  the  old  school  or  to  the  new  school,  should  be  and  the 
same  were  thereby  vested  in  the  said  governors  and  their  successors,  and  that 
the  said  governors  and  their  successors  should  and  might  hold  the  same,  and 
also  all  other  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  thereafter  to  be  granted  or 
conveyed  to  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  school,  so  as  the  said  lands,  &c.  so 
to  be  granted  should  not  exceed  in  the  whole  the  clear  yearly  value  of  500  /., 
and  so  as  all  such  grants  or  conveyances  as  should  not  take  effect  in  possession 
should  be  for  valuable  consideration  upon  the  trusts  in  the  before-recited  wills 
and  grants,  and  in  the  said  Act  mentioned  and  declared ; and  it  was  further 
enacted,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  governors,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  all  or  any  such  part  or  parts  of  the  said  trust-estates  as 
should  consist  of  houses  or  buildings,  and  the  yards,  gardens,  and  such  parcels 
of  land  as  were  contiguous  and  thereunto  belonging,  and  also  all  or  any 
such  part  or  parts  of  the  said  trust-estates  as  should  consist  of  lands  lying  dis- 
persed amongst  or  intermixed  with  the  lands  of  any  other  person  or  persons  in 
fee  simple,  at  the  best  price  or  prices  that  could  be  reasonably  had  or  gotten 
for  the  same  ; and  to  convey  to  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever  all  or 
any  such  part  or  parts  of  the  said  trust-estates  as  should  lie  dispersed  or  inter- 
mixed with  the  lands  of  any  other  person  or  persons  in  exchange  for  any  other 
lands  of  equal  value  in  the  said  county  of  Lancaster,  and  also  to  make  partition 
or  division  with  the  other  persons  interested  of  the  said  undivided  sixth  part  of 
the  premises  devised  by  the  said  James  Gosnell.  And  it  was  further  enacted, 
that  all  the  monies  belonging  to  the  said  school,  or  arising  from  such  sales  as 
aforesaid,  ('after  the  charges  attending  the  same  should  be  paid,)  should  with  all 
convenient  speed  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  tenements  or  here- 
ditaments, in  fee  simple,  situate  in  the  said  county  of  Lancaster,  or  in  the 
county  of  Chester,  upon  such  trusts,  and  subject  to  such  regulations  as  the 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  then  vested  in  the  said  governors  were 
subject  and  liable  to ; and  that  the  said  monies,  until  a proper  purchase  of 
lands  or  hereditaments  could  be  made,  should  be  invested  in  the  public  funds, 
or  paid  into  the  Bank  of  England,  in  the  name  and  to  the  account  of  the 
governors  of  the  said  school  for  the  time  being,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them  : 

And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  governors,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  (in  case  they  should  deem  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  said 
trust-estate,)  by  indentures  duly  executed  under  their  common  seal,  to  grant, 
demise,  or  lease  any  parts  of  the  said  trust-estates  upon  building  or  repairing 
leases,  together  with  such  land,  not  exceeding  in  any  one  case  20  acres  of  the 
measure  there  used,  as  should  be  deemed  convenient  to  be  occupied  with  the 
buildings  to  be  erected  or  repaired,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  99  years,  or  for 
one,  two  or  three  lives  in  possession,  or  for  one  life  in  reversion,  after  two,  or 
for  two  lives  in  reversion  after  one  in  being,  or  for  any  term  of  years  deter- 
minable upon  one,  two  or  three  lives,  reserving  the  best  rents  that  could  reason- 
ably be  had,  without  taking  any  fine  for  the  same,  and  so  as  the  respective 
lessees  should  execute  counterparts  of  their  respective  leases,  and  thereby  enter 
into  such  covenants  as  were  therein  expressed,  and  are  usually  inserted  in 
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buiklino*  or  repairing  leases,  but  that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  gover- 
nors to  make  any  lease,  except  as  aforesaid,  of  any  part  of  the  trust-estates  other 
than  for  terms  not  exceeding  21  years  in  possession,  and  at  the  best  yearly  rent. 
And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  governors, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  elect  and  appoint  such  or  so  many  person  or 
persons  to  be  master  or  masters  to  teach  and  instruct  the  children  and  youth 
who  should  be  educated  at  the  said  school,  not  only  in  grammar  and  classical 
learning,  but  also  in  writing,  arithmetic,  geography,  navigation,  mathematics, 
the  modern  languages,  and  in  such  and  so  many  branches  of  literature  and 
education  as  should  from  time  to  time  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  governors, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  be  proper  and  necessary  to  render  the  said  founda- 
tion of  the  most  general  use  and  benefit,  and  as  the  state  of  the  revenues  of 
the  said  school  would  admit,  but  that  there  should  be  always  one  head-master 
and  one  usher  at  least ; and  that  the  said  governors  should  out  of  the  revenues  of 
the  said  school  pay  to  such  master  or  masters  and  usher,  such  annual  stipends 
from  time  to  time  as  to  them  should  seem  meet,  so  as  the  salary  of  the  head- 
master should  not  be  less  than  80/.  a year,  clear  of  all  deductions,  and  that  of 
the  usher  not  less  than  40/.  a year,  clear  of  all  deductions  ; and  that  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  said  governors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  displace  any 
head-master  or  usher  of  the  said  school,  or  any  additional  master  or  masters  to 
be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  whenever  they  should  think  it  proper  or  necessary 
by  reason  of  immorality,  neglect  of  duty,  incapacity,  or  other  just  or  reason- 
able cause,  so  as  three  months  previous  notice  in  writing,  under  the  hands  of  the 
said  governors,  or  the  major  pni't  of  them,  should  be  given  to  or  left  with  or  for 
such  master  or  usher  at  his  reputed  place  of  abode,  or  at  his  last  reputed  place  of 
abode,  of  the  intention  of  the  said  governors  to  displace  him  ; and  it  was  pro- 
vided, that  in  case  of  any  master  or  usher  being  displaced  for  incapacity  through 
the  visitation  of  God,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  governors  to  allow  out  of  the 
revenues  of  the  said  school,  to  such  master  or  usher  during  his  life,  or  for  so 
long  time  as  they  should  think  proper,  such  yearly  or  other  sum  of  money  as  to 
them  should  seem  reasonable,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  the  clear  yearly  sum 
of  15/.  to  any  such  head-master,  or  of  10/.  to  any  usher  or  additional  master. 
And  it  was  provided  that  no  head-master  or  usher,  or  any  additional  master  or 
masters  of  the  said  school,  to  whom  any  salary  should  be  paid  out  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  said  school,  should  teach  or  take  any  payment  for  teaching  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever  besides  the  children  educated  in  the  said  school 
belonging  to  the  parish  of  Bolton,  without  the  leave  of  the  governors,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  first  had  and  obtained  in  writing  for  that  purpose,  and  that 
no  head-master,  usher,  or  additional  master,  should  be  or  officiate  as  curate  or 
lecturer  of  the  parish-church  of  Bolton,  or  perform  any  clerical  or  official  duty 
at  or  in  the  said  parish-church  within  or  during  the  usual  hours  for  teaching  at 
the  said  school,  without  the  leave  of  the  governors  first  had  and  obtained  in 
writing  for  that  purpose.  And  it  was  further  provided,  that  the  usher  should 
be  under  the  direction  of  the  head-master  with  regard  to  the  children  and  youth 
to  be  by  him  taught,  and  as  to  the  ways  and  methods  of  teaching  and  ordering 
of  all  such  children  and  youth  as  should  be  by  the  said  head-master  from  time 
to  time  put  under  the  care  of  the  said  usher,  and  which  such  head-master  was 
declared  to  have  a power  to  do,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  should  be  made 
by  the  said  governors.  And  the  said  governors  were  empowered  to  employ  so 
much  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  trust-estates  and  revenues  as  they 
should  from  time  to  time  deem  necessary  or  expedient,  for  the  support  and  im- 
provement of  the  same  estates  and  revenues,  and  also  by  writing  under  their 
common  seal,  to  appoint  an  agent  or  receiver  of  the  revenues,  and  to  allow  him 
such  yearly  salary  for  his  trouble  as  they  should  think  reasonable,  so  as  the  same 
should  not  exceed  one  shilling  in  the  pound  of  the  clear  yearly  rents  and  interest 
of  monies  received  by  him.  And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  in  case  the  head- 
master or  usher,  or  any  other  master  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  who  should  be 
discharged,  should  refuse  to  deliver  up  the  possession  of  the  school-room,  or 
any  other  of  the  premises  belonging  to  the  said  school,  as  he  should  be  in  pos- 
session of,  (three  calendar  months  notice  to  quit  the  same  premises  having  been 
first  given  him,  or  left  at  his  last  place  of  abode,  under  the  hands  of  the  said 
governors,  or  the  major  part  of  them  for  the  time  being)  it  should  be  lawful  for 
two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  of  Lancaster,  upon 

the 
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the  complaint  and  at  the  request  of  the  said  governors,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
or  their  agent  or  receiver  for  the  time  being,  to  enter  upon  the  premises,  and  to 
put  the  said  governors,  or  such  other  person  or  persons  as  they  or  the  major  part 
of  them  should  appoint,  into  possession  of  the  same  premises.  And  it  was  fur- 
ther enacted,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  governors,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  from  time  to  time  to  make  fit  and  wholesome  statutes  and  ordinances  in 
writing,  touching  and  concerning  the  ordering  and  directing  of  the  head-master, 
usher  and  scholars  of  the  said  school  for  the  time  being,  and  of  the  additional 
masters  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  and  their  stipends  and  salaries,  and  the 
ordering,  governing  and  disposition  of  the  rents,  monies,  and  revenues  of  the 
said  school,  and  touching  all  other  matters  whatsoever,  for  the  regulation  and 
management  thereof,  but  that  no  business  in  anywise  relating  to  the  said  school 
should  be  transacted,  except  at  a meeting  at  which  at  least  seven  governors 
should  be  present,  and  that  in  case  the  governors  then  present  should  be  equally 
divided  upon  any  matter  in  question,  the  senior  governor  present,  or  in  case  of 
their  being  no  governor  present  senior  to  the  rest,  then  the  chairman  at  such 
meeting  should  determine  such  matter. 

Since  the  passing  of  this  Act  of  Parliament  governors  have  been  elected  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  thereof,  from  time  to  time  as  vacancies  have  occurred. 

The  present  governors  are 
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The  Earl  of  Wilton. 

Rev.  James  Slade,  (Vicar  of  Bolton.) 
Benjamin  Rawson,  esq. 

Thomas  Parker,  esq. 

Ralph  Fletcher,  esq. 

Richard  Ainsworth,  esq. 


William  Hulton,  esq. 

Thomas  Tipping,  esq. 

John  Lever,  esq. 

Pitt  Hewitt,  esq. 

Peter  Ainsworth,  esq. 
Benjamin  Rawson,  jun.,  esq. 


The  property  now  held  by  the  governors  consists  of  the  following  Par- 
iculars  j 
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CONTENTS  OF  PREMISES, 
Statute  Measure. 


I.  The  Premises  which  probably 
formed  the  original  Endowment  of 
the  old  School. 


Two  dwelling-houses,  situate  in 
Church  Gate,  in  Bolton,  described 
in  the  Deed  of  1735  as  the  old 
School- house ; 

The  one  let  to 
The  other  to  - 

A House  in  Smithy  Door,  in 
Manchester,  divided  into  several 
apartments,  which  are  let  to  weekly 
tenants,  at  rents  amounting  yearly, 
in  the  whole,  to  about 

A Yearly  Rent,  issuing  out  of 
an  Estate  at  Tockholes,  now  be- 
longing to  James  Rothwell,  Esq.  - 


IE  An  Estate  in  Harwood,  com- 
prising, as  it  appears,  the  lands  de- 
vised by  Robert  Lever,  and  part  of 
those  devised  by  James  Grundy. 


A Farm-house  and  49  a . 2 r.  30  p 
A Water-course  and  Tunnel 


III.  Premises  in  Little  Lever, 
comprising  the  Bent  Fields,  devised 
for  the  benefit  of  the  School  by 
James  Grundy,  as  stated  in  the 
deed  of  1735;  and  also  parts  of 
the  Premises  derived  from  the  Gift 
of  the  Rev.  William  Boardman,  for 
the  support  of  a Library,  and  other 
purposes,  as  stated  in  the  Deed  of 
1686;  the  residue  of  the  last-men- 
tioned Premises  having  been  sold 
under  the  powers  granted  to  the 
Governors  by  the  Act  of  Parliament 
passed  in  1787. 

IV.  An  Estate  in  Balderstone,  in 
the  Parish  of  Blackburn,  part  where- 
of, as  appears  from  the  Deed  of  1 735, 
was  previously  thereto  purchased  by 
the  Feoffees  of  the  School,  and  the 
residue  is  the  property  devised  by 
James  Gosnell  for  the  benefit  of  the 
School,  and  other  charitable  pur- 
poses. 

V.  An  Estate  in  Eccleshill,  in 
the  Parish  of  Blackburn,  purchased 
by  the  Governors  for  890/.  and  con- 
veyed to  them  by  Indentures  of  Lease 
and  Release,  bearing  date  16th  and 
17th  May  1796,  between  Thomas 
Eccles  and  Joseph  Peel,  of  the  first 
part,  Benjamin  Rawson  and  John 
Ridgway  of  the  second,  and  the 
Governors  of  the  Free  Grammar- 
School,  &c.  of  the  third  part. 


VI.  Funded  Property  standing  in 
the  Corporate  Marne  of  the  Go- 
vernors - 


A Water-course,  &c.  - 
Stone  Quarry  - 
Cottage,  Croft,  and  Garden 

Farm-house,  Barn,  and  Out- 
buildings, with  Lands,  containing 
1 2 a.  l r.  7 p.  - 
Five  Cottages  and  Gardens,  con- 
taining altogether  o a.  1 r.  20  p.  - 


The  part  purchased  by  the  Feof- 
fees, and  belonging  wholly  to  the 
School,  containing  33  a.  1 r.  6p  ; 
and  the  part  belonging  to  Gosnell’s 
Charity,  consisting  of  a Farm- 
house, Barn,  and  Out-buildings, 
and  47  acres  of  land. 


Two  Dwelling-houses  with  Out- 
buildings and  Lands,  containing 
3.7  a.  1 r.  30 p.  (described  in  the 
Purchase-Deed  as  about  20  acres, 
customary  measure,)  called  the 
Waterside  - 

A Weir  - 

A Chief-rent  of  20 |f/.  and  two 
headed  or  barbed  arrows,  stated,  in 
the  Purchase- Deed,  to  be  payable 
out  of  Lands  then  belonging  to 
Sir  Richard  Clayton,  Bart.,  lately 
the  property  of  the  late  Mr.  Wilson  - 

£.750.  3 per-cent.  Consols,  pro- 
ducing Annual  Dividends  to  the 
amount  of  - 


£.  1,470.  New  4 per-cents. 


TENANTS. 


John  Mangnall  - 
Thomas  Frankland  - 


James  and  Sam1  Walsh 
Mrs.  Potter 


Thomas  Hardcastle  - 
John  Smith 
John  Bradshaw 


Samuel  Scholes 
Matthew  Fletcher,  esq. 


Ralph  Charnley  - 


William  Walkden 
John  Gates 
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TERM. 

RENT. 

£.  5.  d. 

Yearly  Tenant 

14  - - 

D°  ... 

10  - - 



100  - - 



1 13  4 

Yearly  Tenants 

90  - - 

On  Lease,  bearing  date 

2r  July  1820,  for  13  years, 
from  12  May  then  last, 

granted  to  her  by  her  then 
name,  Mary  Moore  - 

26  17  - 

Yearly  Tenant 

10  - - 

D°  ... 

15  - - 

D° 

10  - - 

1 

1 

® 

Q 

1 

34  14  - 

D*  ... 

13  10  - 

Upon  an  understanding 
that  he  should  have  a Lease 
for  1 1 years  from  February 
1821,  but  which  we  were 
informed  had  not  been  exe- 
cuted .... 

80  - - 

Yearly  Tenant 

45  - - 

D“  ... 

- 5 - 

OBSERVATIONS. 


All  the  Premises  appear  to  be  let  at  their  full 
value. 


These  Premises  were  held  up  to  January  1826 
by  the  late  Mrs.  Clegg,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
105/.  Upon  her  death  206/.  4s.  was  due  for 
rent  Legal  proceedings  were  commenced  by 
the  Governors  against  her  representative,  but 
were  ultimately  given  up,  as  he  became  a bank- 
rupt, and  there  was  no  hope  of  recovering  any 
part  thereof.  Edward  Berwick,  of  Manchester, 
is  now  employed  by  the  Trustees  to  let  the 
several  apartments,  and  to  collect  the  rents.  It 
appears  by  the  accounts  transmitted  to  us  by 
Mr.  Berwick,  that  between  December  4th  1826 
and  July  29th  1827,  he  has  received  98/.  from 
the  different  tenants,  and  that  he  has  expended 
83 1.  4«.,  but  upwards  of  16/.  was  due  for  arrears; 
and  Mr.  Berwick  states  that  the  expenses  of  re- 
pairs will  in  future  be  comparatively  small,  and 
that  the  clear  annual  income  may  be  estimated 
at  too/. 


/ The  Premises  devised  by  James  Gosnell  have 
been  let  for  many  years  by  the  Governors,  and 
the  whole  rent  is  brought  into  one  general  ac- 
count with  the  revenues  of  the  School,  although 
five-sixth  parts  thereof  are  applicable  to  other 
charitable  uses,  and  are  paid  out  accordingly. 

Of  the  rentof  80/.,  23/.  16s.  3 d.  is  considered 
■ as  reserved  in  respect  of  the  estate  purchased  for 
the  School,  and  56/.  3 s.  9 d.  in  respect  of  the 
land  belonging  to  Gosnell’s  Charity. 

In  June  1827,  154/.  18s.  was  due  from  Ralph 
Charnley,  on  account  of  his  rent;  and  it  has 
been  agreed  to  give  up  to  the  tenant  the  amount 
of  one  year’s  rent  to  rebuild  a Barti  which  has 
fallen  down. 


- 1 8 1 

22  10  - 
58  16  - 
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The  income  applicable  to  the  school,  including  one  sixth  of  the  produce  of 
Gosnell’s  Charity,  may  be  taken  as  amounting  at  the  present  time  to  about  48.5 /. 
per  annum. 

The  school  is  taught  in  a large  room  near  the  church,  which  ik  in  good 
repair,  and  to  which  there  is  attached  a play-ground,  walled  out,  and  containing 
about  half  an  acre. 

There  is  no  residence  for  any  of  the  masters,  the  houses  in  Churchgate  which 
were  formerly  used  for  this  purpose  being  now  let,  and  included  in  the  fore- 
going rental. 

Out  of  the  Income  is  paid, 

To  the  head-master  a salary  of  ----£.  lOO 

second  master  - * - * - - 100 

writing-master  - - * - - 7-5 


The  masters  are  appointed  by  the  governors,  as  vacancies  occur,  and  when 
the  office  of  head-master  has  become  vacant  it  has  been  usual  to  invite  candidates 
by  public  advertisement.  This  however  has  sometimes  been  considered  unne- 
cessary, as  upon  the  appointment  of  the  present  head-master,  the  Rev.  Lowther 
Grisdale,  who  had  been  usher  for  a long  time,  and  was  considered  by  the  go- 
vernors as  fully  qualified  to  take  the  management  of  the  school. 

The  head-master,  and  the  usher,  who  is  also  in  orders,  have  clerical  engage- 
ments in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bolton  ; but  such  as  do  not  interfere  with  the 
performance  of  their  duties  at  the  school. 

The  number  of  scholars  is  limited  by  the  order  of  the  governors  to  120, 
none  being  admitted  except  those  who  are  considered  as  being  entitled  to  free ' 
instruction.  This  privilege  is  allowed  to  all  boys  residing  in  the  parish  of 
Bolton,  though  their  parents  may  be  living  elsewhere ; such  at  least  is  the  rule 
upon  which  the  present  master  has  acted.  Some  doubts  have  arisen  whether 
boys  whose  parents  reside  out  of  the  parish  are  admissible,  but  it  would  appear 
from  the  clause  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  above-mentioned,  which  directs  that 
the  masters  should  not  without  leave  of  the  governors  teach  or  receive  any 
payment  for  teaching  any  persons,  besides  “ the  children  educated  in  the 
school  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Bolton,”  that  the  freedom  was  intended  or 
supposed  to  be  limited  to  such  boys  as  should  be  legally  settled  in  the  parish. 
Any  boy  wishing  to  be  admitted  to  the  school  applies  to  the  head-master,  and 
if  he  is  resident  in  the  parish  his  name  is  entered  upon  the  list  of  candidates, 
and  when  a vacancy  occurs  it  is  filled  up  by  the  head-master,  by  the  admission 
of  the  boy  whose  name  stands  first  in  the  list,  provided  he  can  read  in  the  Bible, 
and  is  decently  clothed.  The  children  of  Dissenters  are  admitted  if  they  are 
willing  to  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  school.  No  payment  is  made  by  the 
scholars,  except  that  Is.  is  paid  to  the  head-master  on  entrance. 

The  head-master  superintends  the  whole  school,  and  has  also  a class  of  boys 
under  his  own  immediate  care,  who  are  instructed  by  him,  chiefly  in  Latin  and 
Greek.  At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  the  number  in  this  class  was  about  30. 
In  the  lower  school  the  usher  teaches  English,  Geography,  and  the  rudiments 
of  Latin. 

The  boys,  both  in  the  upper  and  in  lower  school,  attend  the  writing-master,  and 
receive  instruction  according  to  their  capacities,  in  writing,  arithmetic,  algebra 
and  mathematics.  They  are  all  taught  the  Church-catechism,  and  read  other 
religious  books,  which  are  principally  selected  from  those  published  by  the 
Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge. 

A salary  was  formerly  paid  to  a French  master,  but  this  has  been  lately  dis- 
continued on  account  of  the  state  of  the  funds. 

The  governors  at  their  annual  meeting,  held  on  the  Friday  after  the  24th 
June,  visit  the  school,  and  the  scholars  are  examined  in  their  presence  ; and 
until  1824  it  had  been  the  practice  for  several  years  for  the  scholars  to  recite 
speeches,  upon  which  occasion  prizes  were  distributed  to  them. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  expenditure  on  account  of  the  school, 
during  the  six  years  ending  at  Midsummer  1827: 

The  salaries  of  the  masters,  which  have  been  reduced  on  account  of  the  state 
of  the  funds,  amounted  in  1821-2  to  380/.  ; in  1822-3  to  342/.,  and  for  the 
four  last  years  to  335/.  per  annum. 

To  Ralph  Fletcher,  Esq.  one  of  the  trustees,  who  keeps  the  accounts,  and 
acts  as  treasurer,  an  allowance  of  10/. 

Repairs 
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Repairs  of  the  farms  and  school-premises,  average  about  22/.  per  annum.  Bolton-le-Moors. 
For  the  annual  meeting  of  the  governors,  average  about  10/.  105.  per  an-  - — 

num  ; and  in  the  years  1821-2,  and  1822-3,  the  expenses  of  attending  the  reeSd^mar 

election,  and  subsequently  the  removal  and  the  restoration  of  the  late  head-  continued. 

master,  amounted  to  upwards  of  24/.  ^ J 

For  cleaning  the  school,  about  51.  per  annum. 

For  coals  for  ditto,  between  31.  and  4/.  per  annum. 

Solicitor’s  bills  for  legal  business,  (average)  about  12/.  10 s.  per  annum. 

Sundry  expenses,  (average)  about  51. 

Interest  allowed  to  the  treasurer  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  on  money  ad- 
vanced by  him,  viz : — in  1822,  8/.;  1823,  17 /•  125.;  1824,  18/.  9s.-,  1825, 

14/.  135.;  1826,  11/.  35.;  1827,7/.  9*. 

In  addition  to  these  expenses  there  was  paid  in  1823 and  1824,  20/.  195.  Hr/, 
for  prize-books,  and  for  a dictionary  for  the  Library  ; and  10/.  was  paid  in  1821 
to  the  unsuccessful  candidates  for  the  office  of  head-master,  towards  their 
expenses. 

The  expenditure  during  the  six  years  above  mentioned,  including  the  sum  of 
209/.  65.  3d.  which  was  paid  out  in  different  years  to  the  lecturer  of  Bolton, 
and  to  the  poor  of  several  townships,  as  Gosnell’s  charity,  amounted  in  the 
whole  to  2,83 31.  165.  9 d.,  which  with  a balance  of  160/.  185.  6d.  due  at  Mid- 
summer 1821  to  the  treasurer,  amounts  to  £.2,994  15  3 

During  the  same  period,  the  receipts,  including  the  whole  of  the 
rents  paid  for  the  land  belonging  to  Gosnell’s  charity, 
amounted  to  --------  - 2,741  19  9 


Leaving  due  to  the  treasurer  at  Midsummer  1827,  a balance  of  £.252  15  6 

The  accounts  are  audited  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  governors. 

It  seems  desirable  that  in  future  the  rents  of  Gosnell’s  charity,  except  as  to 
one  sixth  of  the  clear  produce  thereof,  should  be  carried  to  an  account  distinct 
from  those  of  the  school. 


Library. —It  will  be  observed  that  the  gift  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Boardman 
before  mentioned  was  principally  for  the  support  of  a library.  There  is  a 
small  collection  of  books  in  a room  over  the  school,  to  which  the  scholars  have 
access,  but  few  additions  have  been  made  to  it  of  late  years,  and  the  funds 
applicable  to  this  purpose  have  been  mixed  up  with  those  belonging'  to  the 
school. 


Exhibition. — From  our  account  of  the  charity  of  Joshua  Lomax,  which  will 
be  given  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  directed 
that  if  there  should  be  a poor  scholar  in  this  school  fit  to  go  to  any  of  the 
Universities  in  England  or  Scotland,  in  order  to  be  a minister,  whose  friends 
should  not  be  able  there  to  maintain  him,  such  scholar  should  have  the  sum  of 
4/.  105.  paid  to  him  when  he  should  set  forth  for  the  University,  and  51.  a year 
afterwards  for  five  years,  and  that  the  schoolmaster,  when  any  such  scholar 
should  go  to  the  University,  should  have  51.  for  instructing  such  scholar,  and 
for  his  encouragement. 

In  1820  a scholar  was  sent  from  this  school  to  one  of  the  Universities,  and 
being  considered  a proper  object  to  receive  the  exhibition,  was  appointed 
thereto,  and  the  payments  in  such  case  directed  by  the  donor  were  made 
accordingly. 

Gosnell’s  Charity. 

The  Rev.  James  Gosnell , by  fiis  Will,  bearing  date  9th  January  1622,  devised  Gosnell’s  Charity, 
certain  lands  in  Balderstone,  called  the  Haverocks,  the  Leeming  Croft,  the 
Simonds  Acre,  the  Foulds,  the  Clay  Flatts,  Third  part  of  the  Rings,  and  half  an 
acre  of  the  Barnfold,  and  towards  505.  of  yearly  rent  reserved  thereon  during 
the  continuance  of  two  leases  made  of  the  said  lands  as  therein  mentioned,  to 
James  Lever,  Richard  Fogg,  John  Bradshaw,  James  Crompton,  and  John 
Norris,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  that  the  rents  above  mentioned  during 
the  continuance  of  the  said  leases,  and  afterwards  the  full  yearly  value,  should 
be  divided  into  six  equal  parts,  four  of  which  he  gave  and  bequeathed  to  be 
paid  yearly  by  the  said  trustees  to  such  stipendiary  preacher,  distinct  from  the 
Rep.  19.  Y vicar 


166  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

Boiton-le-Moors.  vicar  of  the  parish  of  Bolton,  as  should  be  retained  by  the  inhabitants  to  preach 
in  the  parish-church  of  Bolton,  ordinarily  upon  every  Lord’s-day  and  Monday 
(’aS"oHt{tiuetlnty’  weekly>  for  or  towards  his  yearly  stipend  of  30/.  as  thereinafter  mentioned,  and 

^ / one  other  part  of  the  same  six  parts  he  gave  to  be  yearly  distributed  by  his 

trustees  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Bolton,  and  to  the  poor  of  Darcy 
Lever,  and  Little  Lever,  and  the  other  sixth  part  he  gave  to  be  distributed  by 
the  same  trustees  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  master  and  usher  of  the  school 
in  Bolton  ; and  he  declared  that,  if  the  parishioners  of  Bolton  should  not  within 
three  months  after  his  decease  provide  a stipendiary  preacher  to  preach  as 
aforesaid,  for  30 /.  a year,  or  should  not  ever  after  retain  such  preacher,  so  that 
for  three  months  together  there  should  not  be  any  such  preacher,  the  interest  of 
the  said  trustees  in  the  premises  should  then  cease  and  be  void,  and  it  should  be 
lawful  for  his  heirs  to  re-enter  and  possess  the  premises.  And  he  directed  that 
so  often  as  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  two,  the  survivors  should  assure 
the  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  some  other  two  or  more  of  the 
parish  of  Bolton. 

The  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1787  for  incorporating  the  governors  of 
the  free  grammar-school  recited  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date 
16th  and  17th  September  1736,  whereby  the  surviving  trustees  named  in  a deed 
of  feoffment,  bearing  date  14th  July  1652,  conveyed  the  premises  devised  by  the 
said  James  Gosnell,  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  six  others,  and  after  reciting 
that  one  undivided  sixth  part  of  the  said  premises  was  then  vested  in  the  Rev. 
Edward  Whitehead  and  Thomas  Lever,  two  of  the  governors  thereby  appointed 
and  incorporated,  the  said  undivided  sixth  part  was  vested  in  the  governors  of 
the  said  school  and  their  successors. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  5th  and  6th  November 
1788,  the  said  Edward  Whitehead  and  Thomas  Lever,  as  the  surviving  trustees 
named  in  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  dale  15th  and  16th  November 
1750,  conveyed  the  premises  devised  by  James  Gosnell,  viz.  a messuage  in  Bal- 
derstone,  and  the  closes  called  the  Haverocks,  the  Leaning  Croft,  the  Breekcroft, 
taken  out  and  divided  from  the  said  Leeming  Croft,  a close  of  land  formerly  in 
three  parts,  and  then  known  by  the  name  of  the  Simonds  Acre,  the  Lower  Foulds, 
and  the  Higher  Foulds,  containing  each  an  acre,  or  thereabouts,  but  then  in  one 
part  called  the  Rings,  a parcel  of  land  adjoining  the  said  Rings,  on  the  north 
side  thereof,  undivided  from  the  same,  containing  one  rood  and  five  falls  of  land, 
the  clay-flats  in  three  parts,  and  the  clay-flat  meadow,  containing  in  the  whole 
26  acres,  1 rood  and  five  falls  of  land  of  the  measure  there  used,  to  the  use  of 
themselves  and  other  persons  therein  named,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the 
will  of  the  said  James  Gosnell  ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  whenever  the  num- 
ber of  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  four,  the  survivors  should  elect  others, 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Bolton,  and  convey  the  premises  accordingly. 

And  by  Indentures  bearing  date  29th  and  30th  August  1820,  Christopher 
Whitehead,  described  as  the  surviving  trustee  named  in  the  preceding  inden- 
tures, conveyed  the  said  premises  to  the  Rev.  Edward  Whitehead,  Ralph 
Fletcher,  Matthew  Fletcher,  since  deceased,  John  Woods,  since  deceased,  John 
Woods  the  younger,  William  Bolling,  William  Gray,  and  Henry  Casson,  upon 
the  like  trusts. 

The  indentures  of  1788  and  1820,  were  produced  to  us  by  Ralph  Fletcher, 
esquire.  Whether  the  deeds  recited  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  28  Geo.  3, 
are  in  existence,  or  in  whose  custody  they  are,  we  could  not  discover. 

By  the  conveyances  last  noticed,  five  undivided  sixth  parts  of  the  estate  de- 
vised by  James  Gosnell  are  become  vested  in  the  survivors  of  the  trustees 
appointed  in  1820,  the  other  undivided  sixth  part  having  been  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament  vested  in  the  governors  of  the  free  grammar-school. 

The  premises  belonging  to  this  charity  consist  of  a farm-house,  with  barns 
and  outbuildings,  (which  as  it  appears  from  the  recitals  in  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment above  mentioned,  and  in  the  indentures  of  1788,  had  been  then  lately 
erected)  and  47  acres  of  land,  statute-measure. 

We  have  already  stated  the  mode  in  which  these  premises  are  let  in  our 
account  of  the  free  grammar-school,  the  governors  whereof  appear  to  have  had 
for  many  years  the  management  of  the  property,  and  to  have  let  it  with  other 
land  belonging  to  the  school  to  one  tenant. 

Of  the  rent  of  80  /.  now  reserved  upon  the  whole  farm,  the  proportion 
applicable  to  GosnelPs  charity  is  calculated  at  56/.- 3 s.  9 r/. 


This 
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This  sum,  provided  there  were  no  outgoings,  would  be  divisible  as  follows, 


To  the  lecturer 
To  the  poor  - 
To  the  school 


- four  sixth  parts 

- one  sixth  - 

- one  sixth  - 


£.  37 

- 9 

- 9 


9 

7 

7 


2 

3 

3 
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j 


£.56  3 9 


As  the  accounts  of  this  charity  have  been  mixed  up  with  those  of  the  gram- 
mar-school, without  distinguishing  the  expenses  incurred  in  respect  of  this 
estate,  we  could  not  obtain  an  exact  account  of  the  clear  income  which  ought 
to  have  been  divided  annually  in  the  proportions  above  mentioned. 

The  account  with  the  tenant  however  appears  to  stand  thus  : 

Amount  of  rent  received  from  June  1821  to  June  1827,  inclusive,  being  six 

years £.321  12  6 

Allowed  to  the  tenant  out  of  his  rent  in  1824  and  1826  - - 3 9 6 

Arrears  due  June  1826  - - - - - - - 154  18  - 


£.  480 


According  to  the  amount  of  the  rent  calculated  as  being  reserved  in  res- 
pect of  the  lands  belonging  to  this  charity,  of  the  above-mentioned  sum  of 
321/.  12s.  6 d.  the  proportion  divisible  according  to  Gosnell’s  will  would  have 
amounted  to  about  225/.,  but  the  sum  in  fact  appropriated  to  this  charity 
amounted  to  254/.  2s.,  that  is  to  say,  there  has  been  paid  out  of  the  general 
account  of  the  school, 


£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

To  the  Lecturer  of  Bolton 

163  it  6 

— Four  sixths  of  £.225  being 

150  - - 

And  to  the  poor  - 

45  5 3 

— One  sixth  of  £.225  being 

37  10  - 

Taking  the  sum  to  be  retained 

for  the  benefit  of  the  school- 

master  and  usher  as  equal  to 

the  poors  share 

45  5 3 

- 

37  - 

The  whole  amounts  to  £. 

254  2 - 

instead  of  - - - £. 

225  - - 

It  has  been  agreed  to  allow  the  tenant  to  retain  the  rent  for  the  current  year, 
ending  June  1828,  towards  the  expenses  of  rebuilding  a barn,  which  has  lately 
fallen  down  ; but  upon  tbe  receipt  of  the  arrears  now  due  from  the  tenant  it 
seems  right  that  the  accounts  should  be  settled,  and  that  in  future  a separate 
account  should  be  kept  by  the  trustees  of  this  charity  of  the  rent  reserved  in 
respect  of  the  lands  devised  by  James  Gosnell,  they  paying  over  annually  to 
the  governors  of  the  school  one  sixth  part  of  the  clear  produce  of  such  lands ; 
and  that  the  governors  of  the  school  should  receive  from  the  tenant  the  rent 
reserved  in  respect  of  the  residue  of  the  farm. 

The  sums  entered  in  the  accounts  as  paid  for  the  poor  are  appropriated  to 
this  purpose  by  Ralph  Fletcher,  esq.,  out  of  the  funds  which  come  to  his  hands 
as  treasurer  of  the  free  grammar-school,  he  being  also  one  of  the  trustees  of 
Gosnell’s  charity.  He  divides  the  accounts  annually  into  seven  parts  for  the 
several  townships  or  hamlets  following : Great  Bolton,  Little  Bolton,  Breight- 
met,  Haulgh,  Darcy  Lever,  Little  Lever,  and  Tonge.  Of  the  shares  set 
apart  for  each  of  these  places  some  are  occasionally  distributed  to  the  poor 
by  Mr.  Fletcher  himself,  but  in  general  they  are  given  to  persons  resi- 
dent in  the  neighbourhood,  who  distribute  the  same  to  the  poor  in  money  or 
linen.  The  share  however  appropriated  to  Little  Lever  has  been  usually 
paid  to  the  schoolmaster  there ; and  the  share  of  the  township  of  Breightmet 
has  been  usually  disposed  of  in  buying  books  for  a Sunday-school. 

None  of  the  trustees,  except  Mr.  Fletcher,  have,  as  far  as  we  could  learn, 
interfered  in  the  charity ; and  we  could  not  obtain  from  him  any  statement 
of  account  with  respect  to  the  distribution  to  the  poor.  Though  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  he  has  applied  to  different  charitable  purposes,  in  the  places 
above  mentioned,  as  much  or  more  than  he  has  received  in  respect  of  Gos- 
nell’s Charity;  yet  in  the  different  modes  of  application,  and  in  the  want  of 
publicity,  as  well  as  in  the  neglecting  to  keep  any  account  of  the  distribution, 
great  irregularity  seems  to  have  prevailed.  It  will  also  be  observed,  that  the 
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poor  for  whom  the  benefit  of  this  branch  of  the  charity  was  intended,  are 
described  by  the  testator  as  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Bolton,  and  the 
poor  of  Darcy  Lever  and  Little  Lever.  By  the  township  of  Bolton  he  may 
perhaps  have  intended  the  two  townships  of  Great  and  Little  Bolton  ; but  it  is 
evident  that  the  poor  of  Breightmet,  Haulgh,  and  Tonge,  are  not  entitled 
to  any  share. 

It  seems  upon  the  whole  expedient  that  the  trustees  of  this  charity  should 
meet  together,  and  make  some  new  regulations,  as  well  as  to  the  receipt  as  to 
the  application  of  the  rents. 


Lomax’s  Charity. 

Joshua  Lomax,  of  St.  Albans,  by  his  Will,  (as  appears  from  an  extract  in 
the  parish-register,  without  date)  reciting  that  he  had  lately  purchased  of 
James  Heaton  a messuage,  with  the  mills,  lands,  and  appurtenances  thereto 
belonging,  situate  in  Harwood,  in  the  parish  of  Bolton,  which  he  had  let  to 
the  said  James  Heaton,  his  executors,  &c.,  by  lease,  for  1,000  years,  at  the 
clear  yearly  rent  of  7 /•>  directed  that  the  said  yearly  rent  should  be  employed, 
and  he  thereby  gave  the  same  to  the  charities  thereinafter  mentioned  : And 
first,  he  desired  that  the  vicar  of  Bolton,  and  his  successors  should  on  Whit- 
Sunday  yearly  preach  a sermon,  forenoon  and  afternoon,  on  the  text  therein 
mentioned,  viz.,  the  Gth  chap,  of  St.  Matthew,  33d  verse ; and  for  the  same  he 
gave  to  the  said  vicar  and  his  successors,  205.  yearly ; and  he  ordered  that  40 
poor  housekeepers  within  the  hamlets  of  Breightmet  and  Harwood,  in  the  said 
parish,  who  should  on  the  said  Sunday  bring  to  church  so  many  of  his  or  her 
family  as  conveniently  might  come,  and  should  give  diligent  attention  to  the 
sermons  morning  and  afternoon,  should  have  205.,  viz.,  every  one  6d.,  to  be 
given  to  them  by  the  said  vicar,  with  the  assistance  of  one  or  more  of  his 
relations,  if  present,  and  if  not,  one  or  more  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor; 
and  as  he  was  bred  and  had  his  education  in  Bolton  school,  in  his  time 
most  famous  for  learning,  he  ordered,  that  if  there  should  be  any  poor 
scholar  fit  to  go  to  any  of  the  Universities  in  England  or  Scotland,  in  order 
to  be  a minister,  whose  friends  should  not  be  able  there  to  maintain  him, 
such  scholar  should  have  4/.  105.  paid  him  when  he  should  set  forth  for 
the  University,  and  at  the  year’s  end  51.,  and  so  51.  every  year  for  five  years; 
and  that  a fresh  scholar,  to  be  sent  from  time  to  time,  qualified  as  aforesaid, 
should  have  the  like  salary  ; and  that  the  schoolmaster,  when  any  such  scholar 
should  go  to  the  University,  should  have  5l.  for  instructing  such  scholar,  and 
for  his  encouragement ; and  he  directed,  that  the  vicar  or  minister  should 
preach  a sermon  on  the  Sunday  before  such  scholar  should  set  forth,  to  the 
schoolmaster,  scholars,  and  other  parishioners,  on  the  text  before  mentioned,  for 
which  he  should  have  105. ; and  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  he  devised  the  said 
premises  to  his  son  Joshua,  and  his  heirs,  upon  trust,  to  pay  the  sums  aforesaid, 
amounting  yearly  to  7 1-,  and  in  case  there  should  be  no  scholar  qualified  to 
receive  the  charity  aforesaid,  he  ordered  that  the  said  yearly  sum  of  51.  should 
be  for  that  time  employed  for  and  towards  the  putting  forth  poor  boys  of  the 
said  hamlets  apprentices,  at  the  discretion  of  his  heir,  or  such  as  he  should 
authorize,  with  the  advice  of  the  minister  and  overseers  of  the  poor ; and  in 
case  his  heir  should  neglect  to  perform  the  said  trusts,  he  ordered  the  minister  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  time  being  to  perform  the  same,  and  to  take  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  premises  until  the  same  should  be  effectually  performed. 

Of  the  premises  demised  by  the  testator,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the 
charities  above  mentioned,  a part,  consisting  of  a house  and  three  or  four  acres 
of  land,  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Ormerod,  of  Ilanvood.  The  yearly  sum 
of  7 1-  is  paid  by  his  tenant  to  Robert  Lomax,  esquire,  who  has  acted  as  trustee 
of  the  charity,  his  grandfather  and  father  having  successively  acted  in  the  same 
character. 

Of  the  sum  of  70  205.  is  paid  annually  to  the  vicar  of  Bolton  for  preaching 
a sermon  on  the  text  appointed  by  the  testator,  on  Whit-Sunday  ; and  205.  is 
distributed  at  the  church,  after  Divine  Service  on  that  day,  amongst  40  poor 
persons  of  Breightmet  and  Harwood.  This  distribution  has  for  many  years 
been  intrusted  to  Richard  Grcenalgh,  of  Breightmet.  The  same  persons 
receive  the  benefit  thereof  from  year  to  year  during  their  lives,  provided  they 
attend  the  sermon  on  Whit-Sunday  ; if,  however,  they  are  prevented  by  sick- 
ness, the  money  is  in  such  case  sent  to  them. 

For  the  five  years  preceding  Whit-Sunday  1825,  the  sum  of  51.  was  paid  to 
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Mr.  Fogg,  as  an  exhibitioner  from  the  free  grammar-school,  he  having  been 
considered  qualified  to  enjoy  it,  though  his  friends  were  not  strictly,  according 
to  the  words  of  the  donor’s  will,  unable  otherwise  to  maintain  him  at  the  Uni- 
versity, which  words,  if  strictly  construed,  would  exclude  all  persons  going  to 
the  University. 

This  is  the  first  instance  that  can  be  remembered  of  the  exhibition  having- 
been  claimed.  The  yearly  sum  of  5 l.  had  been  previously  given  to  the  over- 
seer of  Breightmet  and  the  overseer  of  Harwood  alternately,  and  distributed  by 
them  in  linen  or  cloth  to  the  poor  of  their  respective  townships  not  receiving- 
parochial  relief.  It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  donor  this  sum  ought  to  be  applied  in  putting  forth  poor  boys  apprentices, 
and  we  have  recommended  that  the  overseers  should  in  future  attend  to  these 
directions. 

Mr.  Lomax  has  now  10/.  in  his  hands,  which  he  has  reserved  in  case  any 
application  should  be  made  for  an  exhibition,  9/.  10$.  being  required  on  such 
occasion  in  the  first  year,  in  order  to  make  the  payment  to  the  master  as  well  as 
to  the  scholar. 

Hulton’s  Charity. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  3d  and  4th  February  1691, 
between  John  Hill  and  Edmund  Hill,  of  the  first  part ; Nathaniel  Halt  on , of 
London,  citizen  and  salter,  of  the  second  part ; and  Edward  Richardson,  Roger 
Thropp,  Samuel  Hayward,  Thomas  Horrocks,  George  Joseph  Moxon,  Thomas 
Wilson,  and  John  Green,  of  the  third  part ; reciting  that  the  said  John  and 
Edmund  Hill  were  seised  of  the  premises  thereinafter  mentioned  in  trust  for  the 
said  Nathaniel  Hulton  and  his  heirs,  and  that  he  was  disposed  to  settle  and 
assure  the  same  intrust,  the  said  John  and  Edmund  Hill,  in  performance  of  the 
trust  in  them  reposed,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  said  Nathaniel  Hulton, 
granted  to  the  said  Edward  Richardson  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  the  several 
messuages  or  farm-holds,  known  by  the  names  of  the  Houses  of  the  Hill,  in 
Whitworth,  in  the  Manor  of  Spotland,  upon  trust,  to  suffer  the  said  Nathaniel 
Hulton  to  receive  the  rents  for  life,  and  after  his  decease  to  lay  out  what  should 
be  necessary  in  repairs,  and  afterwards  yearly,  for  ever,  or  so  long  as  the 
laws  of  the  realm  would  permit,  pay  out  of  the  rents  the  yearly  sum  of 
15/.  for  the  providing  and  maintaining  a weekly  sermon  or  lecture  to  be 
preached  in  some  place  within  the  town  of  Bolton,  by  one  or  more  able  Protestant 
orthodox  ministers,  sound  in  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  holding  and  professing 
the  doctrinal  articles  of  the  Church  of  England,  required  to  be  approved  and 
subscribed  by  the  minister  of  any  congregation  of  dissenting  Protestants,  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary, 
intitled  “ an  Act  for  exempting  their  Majesty’s  Protestant  subjects  dissenting 
“ from  the  Church  of  England  from  the  penalties  of  certain  laws,”  the  said 
sermon  to  be  made  every  Monday  for  30  weeks  successively  in  every  year  from 
the  first  Monday  in  March,  and  such  Protestant  minister  to  be  chosen  by  his 
trustees,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  such  survivor;  and 
upon  further  trust,  out  of  the  rents  to  apply  51.  yearly,  for  the  providing  and 
rewarding  one  or  more  sober,  learned  and  religious  person,  once  at  least  in  each 
week,  at  such  time  as  the  trustees  should  appoint,  to  catechise,  teach  and  instruct 
children,  and  other  persons  inhabiting  in  the  town  or  parish  of  Bolton,  in  the 
catechisms  commonly  called  the  Assembly’s  Catechism,  Mr.  Ball’s  Catechism,  and 
Mr.  Gough’s  Catechism,  or  some  or  one  of  them  ; and  also  yearly  to  apply  61. 
of  the  rents  for  the  purchase  of  such  numbers  of  the  said  catechisms,  or  some  of 
them,  and  such  sorts  and  numbers  of  Bibles,  as  the  trustees  should  think  meet,  to 
be  given  at  their  discretion  to  such  persons  as  should  be  so  catechised  and  in- 
structed as  aforesaid,  and  such  other  poor  persons  as  they  should  think  fit ; and 
in  case  the  laws  of  the  realm  should  not  permit  such  Protestant  orthodox  minis- 
ter to  preach  the  lecture,  or  should  not  suffer  such  persons  to  be  catechised  in 
the  said  catechisms,  or  the  said  Bibles  and  catechisms  to  be  distributed,  then 
upon  further  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  said  three  several  sums  of  15/.,  51,  and  61., 
or  such  part  thereof  as  should  be  lawful,  for  the  binding  and  putting  out  of  so 
many  poor  boys  apprentices,  born  and  resident  within  the  town  of  Bolton,  or  the 
township  of  Breightmet,  as  the  trustees  should  think  convenient,  so  that  no 
greater  sum  than  10/.  should  be  given  with  any  one  boy  ; and  upon  further  trust, 
to  apply  50$.  yearly  for  the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster  to  teach  the  English, 
Latin  andGreek tongues,  at  Pilkington;  and  also  to  apply  50  $.  yearly,  as  follows; 
namely,  10$.  for  a dinner,  yearly,  and  5$.  to  be  retained  by  each  of  the  trustees 
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for  their  care  and  trouble,  and  5s.,  residue  of  the  said  50s.,  to  such  trustee  as 
should  be  chosen  treasurer  and  keep  the  accounts;  and  to  distribute  the  over- 
plus and  residue  not  before  disposed  of  “ in  deeds  or  works  of  charity,”  as  to 
the  trustees  should  seem  meet ; and  it  was  directed  that  the  trustees  should 
meet  yearly,  in  the  first  week  in  March,  at  Bolton,  or  some  convenient  place, 
to  consult  for  the  better  management  of  the  charity,  and  for  choosing  a trea- 
surer, and  for  applying  the  rents  and  profits  upon  the  trusts  before  directed 
for  the  ensuing  year  ; and  that  the  former  treasurer  should  then  give  an 
account  of  his  receipts  and  expenses  of  the  year  last  past,  and  deliver  up  the 
overplus  of  his  receipts,  if  any,  to  the  succeeding  treasurer.  And  it  was  fur- 
ther declared,  that  whenever  four  of  the  said  trustees  should  be  dead,  the  sur- 
vivors should  nominate  four  or  more  to  make  up  the  number  seven,  and  convey 
the  property  to  such  new  trustees,  the  expense  of  such  new  deed  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  overplus  of  the  rent ; and  in  case  the  said  trustees  should  not  perform 
the  trusts  aforesaid,  that  they  should  stand  seised  of  the  premises  for  the  grantor 
and  his  heirs.  And  it  was  provided,  that  in  case  the  rents  should  fall  short 
there  should  be  a proportionable  abatement  out  of  the  said  sums  of  money, 
except  such  as  were  given  to  the  trustees  and  the  schoolmaster  of  Pilkington, 
with  a proviso,  that  the  said  Nathaniel  Hulton  should  have  power  to  alter  or 
revoke  the  said  deed  during  his  life. 

By  indorsement  on  the  said  indenture,  bearing  date  1st  May  1693,  the  said 
Nathaniel  Hulton,  by  virtue  of  the  power  therein  reserved  to  him,  having  paid 
the  sum  of  50/.  to  Thomas  Sarjeant  and  others,  trustees  for  the  school  of  Pil- 
kington, for  the  use  of  the  same,  revoked  the  trust  for  the  payment  of  50 s.  a 

year 


DESCRIPTION  AND  EXTENT  OF  THE  PROPERTY, 
At  Eight  Yards  to  the  Perch. 


Within's  Farm,  containing  a Farm-house  and  35A.3R.25p. 


House,  Cottage,  &c.  and  6 a.  2 r.  22  p. 

Part  of  Houses-o’-the-Hill,  consisting  of  a House  with  Out-1 
buildings,  &c.  and  7 a.  2 r.  19  p.  - - - -J 

Part  of  Houses-o’-tbe-Hill,  consisting  of  a House  with  Out- 1 
buildings,  and  9 a.  2 r.  23  p.  ...  - -j 

Other  part  of  Houses-o’-the-Hill,  6 a.  3R.  26  p. 


James  Rudman 


D° 


Part  of  Houses-o’-the-Hill,  consisting  of  a House  and  Out- 
buildings, and  9 a.  1 r.  23  p. 

Horsendale  Farm, consisting  of  a House,  &c.  and  6 a.  1 r.  36  p. 


:} 


Wallstoncomb-House  Shippon,  Garden,  &c.  63  a.  311.  25  p 
common  land  and  brow  - 


Dwelling-house  and  Spinning-mill,  with  land,  containing! 
2 a.  or.  33 p.  known  by  the  name  of  Long  Lease  -J 


Stone  Delph  - 


Coal  Pit 


Five  or  six  acres  of  Brow  and  Common  Land,  planted  by! 
the  trustees  about  15  years  ago / 


Joseph  Rudman  and  his  nephew,! 
Joseph  Rudman,  jun.  - - j 

D*  .... 

Joseph  Rudman  and  nephew 


Thomas  Horsfield 
William  Mills 

John  Holden 

Joseph  Rudman 
James  Jackson 


Thomas  Livesay 
In  hand. 
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year  to  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster  at  Pilkington,  and  directed  his  trustees  to  Bolton-le-Moors. 
dispose  of  the  same  in  manner  directed  as  to  the  surplus  of  the  rents.  • 

In  the  beginning  of  the  book,  containing  the  accounts  of  this  charity  from  the 

commencement  thereof,  in  which  is  entered  a copy  of  the  indenture  from  which  >. ^ ^ 

the  above  abstract  is  taken,  there  is  an  entry  apparently  in  the  handwriting 
of  the  donor,  whereby  he  gives  directions  to  the  trustees  for  the  management  of 
the  trust,  and  adds,  that  if  the  trustees  should  find  it  for  the  best,  they  might  let 
the  lecturer  catechise,  but,  whoever  had  it,  he  directed  they  should  catechise 
once  a week  at  the  least,  and  that  if  the  lecturer  were  not  fit,  they  might  choose 
a private  person  who  would  take  pains  with  the  children,  who  would  then  be 
fit  to  have  Bibles,  and  be  better  able  to  understand  them. 

New  trustees  have  been  appointed  from  time  to  time  upon  the  same  trusts ; 
and  lastly,  by  indenture,  bearing  date  9th  February  1813,  between  Abraham 
Crompton,  James  Darbishire,  since  deceased,  and  John  Pilkington,  of  the  first 
part,  and  Thomas  France,  since  deceased,  John  Noble,  since  deceased,  Joseph 
Pilkington,  and  Robert  Darbishire,  of  the  other  part. 

The  following  rental  will  show  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  property  now 
belonging  to  this  charity,  the  whole  of  which  appears  to  have  been  comprised 
in  the  indentures  of  3d  and  4th  February  1691.  This  property  is  situate  in 
Whitworth,  in  the  townsphip  of  Spotland,  in  the  parish  of  Rochdale.  The  several 
parts  thereof  appear  to  be  let  at  their  fair  value,  except  with  regard  to  certain 
premises  which  were  let  to  Joseph  Rudman  in  1786  for  a long  term,  in  consi- 
deration probably  of  the  expenses  which  he  had  then  incurred,  or  was  about  to 
incur,  upon  part  of  the  demised  premises,  in  erecting  a mill. 

The 


£.  s.  d. 


30  - 


33  - - 

24  - - 

- - 
27  - ~ 

36  - - 
30  - - 

. 20  - - 

6 - - 

25  - - 


10  - - 


No  Produce. 


■11  ~ - 


fBy  lease  for  14  years  from/ 
1 1 May  1822  - A 


Agreement  for  11  years  from 
March  1825. 

- - D° 


- - D° 

Yearly  Tenant  - 

- - D® 

- - D® 

- - D° 

'On  Lease  for  101  years  from 
1 May  1786,  an  abstract  of 
which  will  be  given  here- 
after. 

Yearly  Tenant  - 


D°  - 


Tenant  covenanting  to  lay  30  horse-loads  of 
lime  yearly  on  the  land.  The  lessors  agreeing 
to  pay  15/.  in  each  of  the  first  two  years  of  the 
term  towards  the  expense  of  walling  and  draining 
the  premises,  and  also  allowing  50  horse-loads  of 
lime  for  every  150  which  the  lessee  should  lay 
upon  the  premises  above  the  said  30  loads  per 
annum. 


The  trustees  have  engaged  to  drain  these 
lands,  the  tenant  paying  5 per  cent  on  the 
money  laid  out. 


These  premises  are  stated  to  be  worth  about 
40/.  per  annum. 


These  premises  were  let  by  auction  to  the 
present  tenant  on  a lease  for  five  years,  which 
expired  in  August  1827,  and  no  new  agreement 
had  been  made  with  him  at  the  time  of  our 
Inquiry. 

This  i3  stated  to  be  a thin  vein  of  coal,  and 
nearly  worked  out.  It  was  let  according  to  the 
advice  of  an  eminent  collier. 
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The  Lease  to  Joseph  lludman  above  referred  to  is  by  Indenture,  bearing 
date  1st  September  178b>  whereby  Robert  Taylor,  John  Taylor  and  James 
Uarbishire,  described  as  trustees  for  the  dissenting  Presbyterian  chapel  in  Bol- 
ton, demised  to  the  said  Joseph  lludman  a messuage  and  tenement,  called  the 
Houses  on  the  Hill  Farm,  with  the  barns,  stables,  &c.  thereunto  belonging,  and 
several  closes  occupied  therewith,  called  the  Rye-field,  the  Marled  Earth  Field, 
the  Lower  Field,  the  Calf  Walks,  the  Higher  Goat  Hill,  the  Lower  Goat  Hill, 
the  Rough,  the  Withins  Meadow,  the  Little  Field,  the  Marled  Earth  Meadow, 
the  Higher  Holme,  the  Lower  Holme,  the  Higher  Moss,  the  Lower  Moss,  the 
Broad  Moss  Dean,  the  Walstencomb,  the  Two  Acres,  the  New  Field,  the 
Great  Alders,  the  Alders,  the  Higher  Arsenden,  the  Long  Field,  and  the  Mea- 
dow, then  in  two  parts,  together  with  all  houses,  &c.  particularly  the  water  and 
watercourse  extending  all  along  the  north-westerly  side  of  the  said  premises,  with 
full  liberty  to  the  said  Joseph  Rudman  to  build,  dig,  sink,  set  up,  use  and  con- 
tinue all  buildings,  floodgates,  &c.  in  and  upon  the  said  water  and  watercourse, 
and  upon  all  proper  parts  of  the  field  called  the  Lower  Holme,  for  the  better 
working  and  using  the  said  mills  ; and  also  with  liberty  during  the  term,  or  at 
the  end  or  sooner  determination  thereof,  to  remove,  take  away,  and  apply 
to  his  own  use,  ail  the  water-wheels  and  other  wheels  going,  and  other  gears, 
and  other  matters  out  of  the  said  mill,  as  he  should  put  therein  ; with  a right  of 
way  from  Prickshaw  Bridge,  in  Whitworth,  across  the  field  called  the  Wood- 
bridge  End,  to  and  from  the  said  mill  or  other  buildings,  so  to  be  erected,  as 
the  same  was  then  marked  out ; except  out  of  this  lease,  all  woods,  mines, 
coal,  slate,  &c.  with  liberty  to  the  lessors  to  enter  on  the  premises  and  work 
for  the  same  ; to  hold  the  said  messuage,  farm-buildings,  and  closes  of  land  in 
manner  following,  namely,  the  meadow-ground  from  the  25th  December  then 
last,  for  21  years,  and  all  the  pasture  and  arable  lands,  and  other  premises,  from 
2d  February  and  1st  May,  for  the  like  term  of  21  years,  and  after  the  determi- 
nation of  the  said  term,  to  hold  the  said  fields  called  the  fligher  Holme,  and 
the  land  and  ground  called  the  Waste  at  the  top  of  the  same,  and  the  Lower 
Holme,  and  half  an  acre  of  land  as  the  same  was  then  marked  out  at  the 
easterly  end  of  the  field,  called  the  Marled  Earth  Meadow,  and  also  the  said 
water  and  watercourse,  and  all  the  buildings  then  or  thereafter  to  be  erected  on 
the  same,  for  the  term  of  80  years,  paying  for  the  said  term  of  21  years,  50 /. 
yearly,  and  during  the  last-mentioned  term  of  80  years,  61.  yearly;  and  the 
said  Joseph  Rudman  covenanted  that  he,  his  executors,  administrators,  &c. 
would  before  the  1st  January  1787,  build  one  or  more  substantial  walk-mill, 
or  fulling-mill,  in  some  part  of  the  Lower  Holme,  the  walls  of  brick  or  stone, 
set  in  lime-mortar,  and  the  wood-work  of  the  roof  and  floors  oak  or  deal,  to  be 
covered  with  slate,  the  said  mill  so  to  be  erected  to  be  at  all  times  during  the 
term  of  the  yearly  value  of  12/. ; and  that  he  would  leave  the  premises  in  good 
repair,  with  liberty  to  the  said  Joseph  Rudman  to  assign  the  premises  included 
in  the  term  of  80  years,  but  not  the  other  part.  The  lease  also  contains  the 
usual  husbandry  covenants.  And  it  is  declared  that  the  said  Joseph  Rudman, 
his  executors  and  administrators,  should  be  at  liberty  to  carry  away  all  the 
water-wheels  and  other  wheels,  implements,  gears,  and  utensils,  to  be  used  or 
worked  in  or  about  the  said  mill,  at  the  end  of  the  said  term  of  80  years,  and 
convert  the  same  to  his  and  their  own  use. 

The  rents  of  all  the  several  farms  and  premises  above  mentioned,  have  been 
collected  half-yearly  by  Joseph  Rudman,  who  guaranteed  the  full  payment  thereof 
to  the  trustees,  and  for  this  he  received  an  allowance  of  10/.  a year,  but  he  has 
lately  declined  continuing  the  office,  and  another  person  has  been  appointed  as 
land-agent,  but  not  upon  any  precise  terms.  The  accounts  are  kept  by  one  of 
the  governors,  who  acts  as  treasurer  for  the  year,  and  they  are  settled  and  audited 
annually,  at  a meeting  of  the  trustees,  which  is  held  every  year  on  the  first 
Monday  in  March.  Interest  is  allowed  annually  by  the  treasurer  for  the  ba- 
lance left  in  his  hands  in  the  preceding  year. 

Out  of  the  income  the  following  payments  are  made  in  respect  of  the 
objects  particularly  pointed  out  by  the  donor : 

1st.  To  three  or  four  ministers  for  preaching  20  lectures,  in  the  Unitarian 
chapel  in  Bolton,  called  Bank-street  Chapel,  the  yearly  sum  of  42/. 

2d.  To  a person  appointed  as  a catechist,  for  catechising  in  the  same,  the 
vearlv  sum  of  5 /.  5s. 

V «' 


od. 
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3d.  In  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and  scriptural  catechisms,  which  are  distributed  Bolton-le-Moors. 
In  the  same  chapel,  the  yearly  sum  of  51.  5 s.  — - 

4th.  To  the  treasurer  the  yearly  sum  of  10  s.,  and  to  each  of  the  other  trus-  ”U 

tees  (the  number  at  the  present  being  three)  5s.,  and  for  a dinner  at  the  annual  x , 

meeting,  about  31.  yearly. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  according  to  the  deed  by  which  this  charity  was 
established  the  lectures  were  to  be  preached  by  a minister  holding  the  doctri- 
nal articles  of  the  Church  of  England,  required  to  be  approved  and  subscribed 
by  the  minister  of  any  congregation  of  Dissenting  Protestants,  by  the  statute 
of  1st  William  and  Mary,  c.  81.  By  reference  to  this  statute,  it  appears  that 
the  whole  of  the  thirty-nine  articles  are  required  to  be  subscribed,  excepting 
the  34th,  intitled,  “ of  the  traditions  of  the  church,”  the  35th  “ of  the  ho- 
milies, the  36th,  “ of  consecrating  of  ministers and  the  first  part  of  the 
20th  article,  so  far  as  the  same  declares  the  power  of  the  church  to  decree 
rites  or  ceremonies,  and  its  authority  in  controversies  of  faith.  The  applica- 
tion therefore  of  the  funds  to  the  maintenance  of  lectures  to  be  preached  by 
persons  professing  themselves  Unitarians,  appears  to  be  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  intentions  of  the  donor. 

The  residue  of  the  income,  which  according  to  the  foundation-deed  is 
to  be  disposed  of  in  deeds  and  works  of  charity,  is  applied  in  the  following 
manner : 

In  the  year  1794  the  trustees  established  a school  in  Bolton,  and  erected  a 
building  for  this  purpose.  Upon  this  occasion,  as  appears  from  the  minutes  of  their 
proceedings,  it  was  agreed  that  the  number  of  scholars  should  not  exceed  30 ; 
that  none  should  be  admitted  under  six  years  of  age,  or  continued  after  the 
age  of  12;  that  children  of  all  denominations  should  be  alike  admissible,  with- 
out any  exceptions  being  made  on  account  of  religious  profession  ; that  they 
should  be  taught  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  that  the  master  should 
Lave  a salary  of  35  /. 

To  enable  the  trustees  to  carry  these  resolutions  into  effect  a piece  of  ground 
in  School-street,  Moor-lane,  was  conveyed  to  them  by  the  appointment  of  John 
Taylor,  M.  D.  one  of  the  then  trustees,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  31.  6s.  A build- 
ing wras  afterwards  erected  thereon,  consisting  of  a large  school-room  on  the 
ground-floor,  and  another,  corresponding  therewith,  above  ; and  in  a yard 
behind  this  building  other  conveniences  were  erected.  The  expense  of  these 
buildings,  as  appears  by  an  entry  in  the  book  of  accounts  in  the  year  1798,  was 
260/.  The  conveyance  of  the  ground  was  by  indenture,  bearing  date  11  May 
1801,  between  Matthew  Fletcher,  devisee  in  trust  of  the  real  estate  of  Robert 
Taylor,  deceased,  of  the  first  part,  John  Taylor,  M.  D.  the  executor  named  in 
the  will  of  the  said  Robert  Taylor,  of  the  second  part,  James  Cunliffe,  of  Bol- 
ton, schoolmaster,  of  the  third  part,  and  the  said  John  Taylor,  Abraham 
Crompton,  James  Darbishire,  John  Pilkington,  and  Daniel  Kay,  the  then 
trustees,  of  the  fourth  part,  whereby,  in  consideration  of  the  yearly  rent  of 
31.  6s.  the  parties  of  the  first  and  second  parts  conveyed  to  the  trustees  and 
their  heirs,  a plot  of  ground  on  the  south  side  of  School-street,  containing  11 
yards,  2 inches  in  breadth,  both  on  the  north  and  south  side,  and  29  yards, 

1 inch,  on  the  east  side,  and  28  yards  2 feet  on  the  west  side,  being  in  the 
whole  319  I square  yards,  or  thereabouts. 

The  school  was  first  established  for  boys  and  girls  together,  but  shortly  after- 
wards they  were  separated,  and  a master  and  a mistress  were  appointed,  the 
former  to  instruct  the  boys,  with  a salary  of  30/.,  and  the  latter  to  instruct  the 
girls,  with  a salary  of  20  /.  This  establishment  has  been  carried  on  up  to  the 
present  time,  with  the  exception  of  an  interval  from  1817  to  1825,  during 
which  a suspension  took  place  on  account  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  repairs 
and  building  on  the  trust-estates.  In  1817,  the  office  of  schoolmaster  being 
vacant,  the  lower  school-room  in  which  the  boys  had  been  taught  was  let  to 
a person  who  kept  a school  there,  at  a rent  of  6 /.  6 s.  ; and  the  girls  school  was 
also  discontinued  at  the  same  period.  The  latter  was  re-established  in  1821, 
when  a schoolmistress  was  appointed,  with  a salary  of  25  /.,  and  the  former  in 
1825,  when  the  schoolmaster’s  salary  was  raised  to  45  1.  These  salaries  have 
been  since  continued  to  the  same  amount. 

Thirty  boys  and  thirty-five  girls  are  now  taught  without  any  charge  to  their 
parents,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  The  girls  are  also  taught  sewing. 

The  children  are  admitted  upon  the  nomination  of  any  one  of  the  trustees,  and 
Rep.  19.  Z are 


Bolton-le-Moors. 
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are  generally  of  the  town  of  Bolton.  No  distinction  is  made  on  account  of  the 
religious  persuasion  of  their  parents,  and  they  are  not  limited  as  to  the  form  of 
catechism  they  learn,  or  to  any  particular  place  of  worship.  The  master  and 
mistress  are  not  now  permitted  to  take  any  except  the  free-scholars  above  men- 
tioned, though  for  some  years  this  privilege  was  allowed  to  the  master  to 
a certain  extent. 


The  annual  expenses  of  the  school  consist  of 

The  Master’s  salary  -------- 

Mistress’s  --------- 

Chief-rent  for  the  school-premises  - 

Coals,  stationery,  rewards  for  the  children,  Sec.  upon  an  average' 
for  the  last  six  years,  about  ------ 

Repairs  of  school-buildings,  and  cleaning,  on  a like  average,  about 

£. 


£.  s.  d. 

45  - - 
25  - - 
3 6 - 

5 - - 
3 14  - 

82  - - 


In  1821,  it  was  resolved  that  an  apprentice-fee  should  be  given  to  one  or  more 
of  the  scholars  in  the  boys  school  when  recommended,  as  a reward  for  their 
industry,  but  this  resolution  has  not  yet  been  acted  upon. 

Out  of  the  residue  of  the  income  some  payments  are  made  as  an  allowance 
to  the  organist,  and  other  expenses  in  the  Bank-street  chapel,  on  the  days  on 
which  the  lectures  are  preached,  amounting  annually  to  about  7 /•  16s. 

Subscriptions  are  also  given  to  different  schools  in  Bolton  and  the  neighbour- 
hood, to  the  Bible  Society,  and  towards  the  building  or  repairing  different  dis- 
senting chapels.  These  payments  have  in  the  last  six  years  amounted  in  the 
whole  to  37 /.  185.  making  an  average  of  about  61.  6s.  per  annum. 

There  is  also  distributed  annually  a sum  varying  from  20  /.  to  30/.  to  the 
poor  of  the  town  and  parish  of  Bolton.  The  sum  appropriated  to  this  purpose 
is  divided  amongst  the  acting  trustees,  who  distribute  their  respective  shares 
amongst  such  poor  persons  as  they  know  to  be,  or  who  are  recommended  to 
them  as  proper  objects  of  charity,  in  sums  varying  from  2 s.  6d.  to  1/.  No 
distinction  is  made  as  to  the  religious  persuasion  of  the  poor  persons,  nor  is 
any  particular  qualification  required,  but  it  is  generally  confined  to  such  as 
do  not  receive  parochial  relief.  The  list  of  the  poor  persons,  and  of  the  sum 
given  to  each,  is  delivered  in  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  entered  in  the  book 
of  accounts.  The  sum  thus  disposed  of  has  amounted  on  an  average  of  the  last 
six  years  to  per  annum,  24/.  65.  8 d. 

Amongst  the  payments  to  different  charitable  purposes  there  is  to  be  noticed 
a sum  of  10/.  10s.,  given  in  1825  to  a late  minister  of  the  Bank-street  chapel, 
who  had  become  incapacitated. 

The  residue  of  the  funds,  except  a balance  of  82/.  12s.  Id.  which  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  at  the  making  up  of  the  accounts  in  March  1827, 
has  been  expended  in  repairs  and  improvements  of  the  estate,  and  other  inci- 
dental expenses.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  accounts  as  to  these 
particulars. 

£.  s.  d. 

778 

106  2 8 

25  5 - 

10  - - 

113  7 1 

6 17  5 

114  13  1 

10  - - 
6 12  4 

5 4 9 

11  2 - 

10  - - 

3 1 1 

3 3 5 
34  *3  8 
21  1 2 

5 4 6 


1822.  For  poor-rates,  Sec.  - - - - - - 

Joseph  Rudman’s  bill  for  taking  down  and  re-building  twol 

barns  - --  --  --  - -/ 

Ditto  repairs  at  Withins  and  Feamhill  - 
Ditto  superintending  estate  and  collecting  rents 
Bills  for  planting,  &c.  ------- 

Sundry  expenses  for  journeys,  See.  - 

1823.  Joseph  Rudman’s  bill  for  repairs  and  a new  barn 

Ditto  superintending,  See.  - 
Poor-rates,  Sec.  - --  --  --  - 

Sundry  expenses  -------- 

1824.  Messrs.  Kay  and  Darbishire,  for  drawing  leases 
Joseph  Rudman  superintending  estate  - 

Poor-rates,  Sec.  - --  --  --  - 

Sundry  expenses  - --  --  --  - 

1825.  Rudman’s  bill  for  collecting  rents,  Sec.  and  repairing  fences 

Bill  for  trees,  and  trustees  expenses  in  viewing  estate 
Sundry  expenses  - --  --  --  - 
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1826.  Rudman’s  bills  for  repairs  and  new  buildings,  including  a 

new  barn,  rates,  &c.  ------ 

Ditto  for  draining,  &c.  and  superintending 
Trustees  travelling  expenses  for  visiting  the  estate,  and"] 
attending  the  annual  meeting  and  expenses  of  pruning  l 
plantations,  &c.  -J 

1827.  Rudman,  for  repairs  ------- 

Ditto  superintending,  &c.  ------ 

Rates  - --  --  --  --  - 

Sundry  expenses  - --  --  --  - 

£. 


15  15 
10  - 

1 9 

2 10 


5h 


£.  s.  d. 
118  2 
33  4 
19  16 


694  12  4 


Bolton-le-Moors. 

Hulton’s  Charity, 
continued. 


The  great  expenses  which  have  been  incurred  of  late  years  in  building  and 
planting  have  been  done  under  the  directions  of  the  trustees,  and  were  con- 
sidered essential  to  the  improvement  of  the  charity-estate. 

Guest’s  Charity. 

It  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  our  account  of  the  charity  of  John  Guest,  in  Guest’s  Charity, 
a subsequent  part  of  this  Report,  under  the  head  of  the  parish  of  Bury,  that 
the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Bolton  became  entitled  to  a share  of  a sum  of  500/., 
certain  expenses  being  first  deducted  ; and  amongst  other  documents  relating  to 
this  charity,  which  were  produced  to  us  at  Bury,  was  a copy  of  a receipt  for  the 
sum  of  57/.  2s.  8 d.,  signed  by  Thomas  Lever  and  Alexander  Norris,  described 
as  trustees  for  the  parish  of  Bolton,  in  which  it  was  expressed  that  the  said 
sum  was  the  proportional  part  of  the  sum  of  500/.,  one  eighth  of  a moiety  of 
the  charges  of  procuring  the  Act  of  Parliament  being  first  deducted,  the  same 
to  be  employed  for  the  purchase  of  lands  for  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Bolton, 
and  the  said  parties  thereby  covenanted  to  lay  out  the  same  accordingly. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  further  trace  of  the  existence  of  the 
money  which  thus  appears  to  have  been  received  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of 
Bolton. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  GREAT  BOLTON. 

Marsden’s  Charity-School. 

Thomas  Marsden,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  in  1714s  as  recited  in  the  following  Great  Bolton. 

Indentures,  gave  150/.  to  be  paid  to  Peter  Haddon,  Roger  Thropp,  Charles  , 

Moreton,  and  John  Crompton,  to  be  by  them  put  out  at  interest,  and  the  pro-  rwft^Sdiool 
duce  employed  towards  setting  up  and  maintaining  a charity-school  for  poor  1 y " 
children  within  the  town  of  Bolton,  so  many  as  it  would  extend  to,  to  be 
clothed,  and  educated  and  instructed  in  the  principles  of  religion,  constantly  to 
attend  public  prayers  in  Bolton  church,  at  all  times  when  morning  and  evening 
service  should  be  read  there. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  16th  and  17th  October 
1752,  between  Elizabeth  Ivie  and  Thomas  Bradshaw,  eldest  son  and  heir-at-law 
of  Ann  late  wife  of  Thomas  Bradshaw,  both  deceased  (which  said  Elizabeth 
and  Ann  were  sisters  and  co-heirs  of  Peter  Fletcher,  their  brother,  who  was 
cousin  and  heir-at-law  of  Roger  Thropp),  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Parker, 
and  eight  others,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  will  of  Thomas  Marsden,  as 
above  abstracted  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  trustees  in  the  said  will  named 
had  in  1716  purchased  of  John  Rigby  and  Bazabeel  Brownsmith  several 
messuages  in  Bolton  for  7 <5/.,  part  of  the  said  sum  of  150/. ; and  that  they 
had  laid  out  other  part  thereof  in  repairing  and  improving  the  said 
messuages  and  premises,  which  were  then  of  the  yearly  value  of  9/.  5 s.,  or 
thereabouts ; and  that  they  had  afterwards  set  up  a ^charity-school,  called. 

Mr.  Marsden’s  Charity-school,  wherein  six  poor  children  of  Bolton  were 
educated  and  clothed,  and  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  made  to  attend  public 
prayers ; and  further  reciting,  that  no  declaration  of  trust  of  the  premises 
had  ever  been  made  by  the  trustees,  all  of  whom  were  dead,  the  said  Roger 
Thropp  having  survived  the  others,  and  that  the  premises  above  mentioned 
were  then  vested  in  the  said  Elizabeth  Ivie  and  Thomas  Bradshaw  ; the  said 
Elizabeth  Ivie  and  Thomas  Bradshaw  released  and  conveyed  to  the  said  John 
Parker  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  all  those  messuages,  shops,  &c.,  lying  near 
Oldham  Gates,  in  Bolton,  in  the  occupations  of  George  Seddon,  and  three  other 
persons  5 and  another  messuage  near  Oldham  Gates  in  the  occupation  of  John 
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Warburton,  and  another  messuage  near  Oldham  Gates,  in  the  occupation  of 
John  Livesay  (all  which  premises  were  purchased  as  before  mentioned),  on  trust, 
for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Thomas  Marsden;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  when  any  six  of  the  trustees  died,  the  survivors  should  choose  others  to 
make  up  the  number  11,  and  convey  the  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves  and 
such  new  trustees,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  5th  and  6th  June  1?65, 
the  above-named  John  Parker  and  Thomas  Sheppard,  as  the  then  surviving 
trustees,  conveyed  the  premises  comprised  in  the  preceding  indentures  to 
William  Hulton,  the  Rev.  James  Folds,  and  eight  others.  These  conveyances 
appear  however  to  have  been  considered  as  inoperative,  probably  on  the  ground 
that  the  indentures  of  1752,  which  contained  the  first  declaration  of  trust,  were 
not  enrolled  according  to  the  statute  of  9 Geo.  2,  c.  36. 

And  by  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  7th  and  8th  March 
1796,  and  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  between  Thomas  Bradshaw,  the 
nephew  and  heir-at-law  of  Thomas  Bradshaw,  who  was  the  heir-at-law  of  the 
above-named  Roger  Thropp,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Rev.  James  Folds,  since 
deceased,  Thomas  Parker,  Robert  Dean,  James  Lever,  Ralph  Fletcher,  Thomas 
Howell,  Samuel  Houghton,  and  three  others,  since  deceased,  of  the  other  part ; 
reciting  the  will  of  Thomas  Marsden,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  trustees,  as  in 
the  indentures  of  1752;  and  further  reciting,  that  a new  school,  with  convenient 
buildings,  had  been  erected,  and  a school-yard  made  on  part  of  the  premises 
purchased  as  above  mentioned  in  1716,  and  that  the  same  had  been  since  used 
as  a charity-school,  and  that  the  old  houses  and  buildings  had  been  pulled 
down,  and  others  erected  on  the  place  thereof ; the  said  Thomas  Bradshaw 
conveyed  to  the  said  James  Folds  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  the  building  called 
the  School,  with  the  privy,  school-yard,  and  a building  therein  lately  erected, 
with  a garden  thereto  belonging,  and  also  two  new-erected  messuages  in  the 
front  of  the  north  side  of  the  street  called  the  Church  Gate,  in  Bolton,  with 
the  buildings,  land,  and  brow  thereto  belonging,  with  the  stable  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  said  houses,  and  all  other  messuages,  &c.,  in  Bolton,  which 
were  purchased  of  the  said  John  Rigby  and  Bazabeel  Brownsmith,  upon  the 
trusts  of  the  will  of  Thomas  Marsden,  with  the  same  provisions  for  perpetuating 
the  trust  as  contained  in  the  indentures  of  1752. 

The  Deeds  relating  to  this  charity  are  in  the  custody  of  Mr.  Thomas  Howell, 
one  of  the  trustees. 

The  property  consists  of 

1st.  A school  and  a dwelling-house,  with  a yard  and  play -ground  adjoining, 
now  in  the  occupation  of  the  schoolmaster.  The  dwelling-house  appears  to 
have  been  rebuilt  by  the  trustees  about  the  year  1797-  The  premises  are  now 
in  good  repair. 

2dly.  Two  houses  in  the  street  called  Church  Gate,  which  are  held  under 
a lease,  bearing  date  17th  September  1788,  whereby  the  llcv.  John  Parker,  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Lever,  and  the  Rev.  James  Folds,  as  the  then  surviving  trustees 
named  in  the  Deeds  of  5th  and  6th  June  1765,  demised  four  messuages  or  cottages, 
with  a garden  down  to  the  water-side,  and  situate  on  the  north  side  of  Church- 
street,  or  Church-gate,  in  Bolton,  to  James  Lever,  his  executors,  &c.,  for  the 
term  of  99  years  from  the  1st  May  then  next,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  14/.  10s., 
clear  of  all  taxes,  &c.,  with  a covenant  on  the  part  of  the  lessee  that  he  would 
within  five  years  build  two  or  more  substantial  dwelling-houses,  or  other 
buildings,  on  the  said  premises,  uniform  with  the  other  buildings  adjoining 
thereto,  and  that  he  would  keep  the  same  in  repair  during  the  said  term. 
The  premises,  previously  to  the  granting  of  this  lease,  as  appears  by  the 
accounts,  were  let  to  three  several  tenants,  at  rents  amounting  to  14/.  15s., 
subject  however  to  considerable  deductions  for  repairs  and  taxes.  The  lessee 
has  pulled  down  the  old  cottages,  and  according  to  the  covenants  contained 
in  his  lease  has  erected  two  substantial  houses,  the  value  of  which  is  estimated 
at  50/.  or  60/.  per  annum,  one  of  them  being  a public-house  known  by  the 
sign  of  the  Antelope. 

Out  of  the  income  above  mentioned  a salary  of  10/.  10s.  is  paid  to  a school- 
master, who  was  appointed  by  the  trustees  in  1810,  the  residue  of  the  rent  being 
reserved  for  the  repairs  of  the  school-premises  ; for  this  salary,  and  for  the  use 
of  the  school  and  dwelling-house,  the  master  teaches  20  children,  boys  and 
girls,  belonging  to  the  township  of  Great  Bolton,  who  are  nominated  by  the 
trustees.  These  children  are  taught  reading,  and  the  Church-catechism, 

$ without 
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without  any  charge  ; and  if  they  learn  writing  or  accounts,  they  pay  only  half  of 
the  sum  usually  charged  for  such  instruction,  according  to  an  agreement  made 
by  the  trustees  with  the  master  at  the  time  of  his  appointment.  The  master  is 
allowed  to  take  as  many  other  children  as  he  thinks  proper,  and  he  has  gene- 
rally about  90  scholars,  including  the  free-children  above  mentioned,  and  twelve 
others,  who  are  taught  on  the  same  terms  in  respect  of  the  charity  of  Susannah 
Brookes  next  mentioned. 

One  or  more  of  the  trustees  usually  visit  the  school  every  Saturday,  when 
they  hear  the  free-children  say  the  collect  for  the  following  day ; and  if  there 
is  any  vacancy  in  the  number  of  the  free-children  it  is  then  filled  up. 

The  accounts  are  kept  by  Mr.  Howell,  and  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry, 

August  18*27*  he  had  a balance  of  about  20/.  in  his  hands,  out  of  which  there 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  master  one  half  year’s  salary. 

Brookes’s  Charity. 

Susannah  Brookes,  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  10th  August  1744,  and  proved  Brookes’s  Charity* 
at  Chester,  gave  to  John  Parker,  Edward  Whitehead,  Lawrence  Crompton, 

Thomas  Johnson,  Thomas  Shipphard,  and  John  Eskrick,  100/.,  upon  trust,  to 
put  forth  the  same,  and  pay  the  interest  yearly  towards  teaching  poor  fatherless 
and  motherless  children,  or  such  whose  parents  were  not  able  to  pay  for  them, 
to  read  the  Holy  Bible,  within  the  several  towns  of  Great  Bolton,  Little  Bolton, 

Tonge  with  Haulgh,  and  Breightmet ; namely,  two  parts  in  five  of  the  interest 
for  the  poor  children  in  Great  Bolton,  one  fifth  part  for  the  poor  children  of 
Little  Bolton,  one  other  fifth  part  for  poor  children  of  Tonge  with  Haulgh,  and 
the  other  fifth  part  for  poor  children  of  Breightmet. 

She  also  gave  to  the  same  persons  20/.,  upon  trust,  to  place  out  the  same, 
and  dispose  of  the  interest  yearly  amongst  such  poor  old  and  decrepid  house- 
keepers in  Great  Bolton  and  Little  Bolton  as  should  have  no  relief  from  the 
poors  rates,  in  such  manner  as  her  said  trustees  should  think  fit.  And  she 
directed  that  as  often  as  the  said  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  two,  they  should 
appoint  four  others,  so  that  the  number  of  six  should  be  always  kept  up. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  12th  November  1754,  between  Thomas  Shipphard, 
of  the  first  part,  and  John  Parker,  Edward  Whitehead,  Thomas  Johnson,  Law- 
rence Crompton,  Philip  Bury,  and  James  Isherwood,  of  the  other  part,  reciting 
Letters  of  Licence  of  the  Vicar-General  of  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  bearing  date 
11th  October  1712,  given  to  certain  persons  therein  named,  for  building  a gal- 
lery on  the  south  side  of  the  parish-church  of  Bolton,  and  disposing  of  the  pews 
or  seats  therein  ; and  further  reciting,  that  a gallery  had  been  built  accordingly, 
and  that  the  said  Thomas  Shipphard  had  purchased  seven  seats  or  pews  at  the 
east  end  of  the  same,  adjoining  to  Sir  John  Bridgman’s  chancel,  and  also  four 
pews  in  the  said  gallery  in  the  second  rank  of  seats  from  the  west  end  of  the 
said  church,  numbered  22,  23,  24  and  25,  the  said  Thomas  Shipphard,  in  con- 
sideration of  65/.  10 s.,  conveyed  to  the  said  John  Parker,  and  others,  the  said 
eleven  pews  or  seats  in  the  said  gallery,  upon  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  rents 
towards  teaching  and  instructing  poor  fatherless  and  motherless  children,  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  Susannah  Brookes,  with  a proviso  for  appointing  new 
trustees  whenever  the  number  should  be  reduced  to  two. 

The  probate-copy  of  Mrs.  Brookes’  will,  and  the  indenture  above  abstracted, 
were  produced  to  us  by  Messrs.  Watkins  and  Stokes,  solicitors,  in  Bolton,  who 
held  them  for  Miss  Crossdale,  of  Bolton. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  13th  October  1789,  between  Edward  Whitehead, 
eldest  son  and  heir-at-law  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Whitehead,  deceased,  who  was  the 
surviving  trustee  named  in  the  indenture  of  12th  November  1754,  Elizabeth 
Whitehead,  widow,  and  Christopher  Whitehead,  the  executors  of  the  said 
Edward  Whitehead,  deceased,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Leigh,  Richard 
Loxham  Whitehead,  and  George  Grundy,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  said 
indenture  of  12th  November  1754 ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Edward 
Whitehead,  deceased,  had  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  his  hands  the  sum  of  70/., 
parcel  of  the  money  bequeathed  by  the  said  Susannah  Brookes,  which  sum 
then  remained  due  and  owing  from  his  estate,  the  said  Edward  Whitehead,  and 
others,  parties  of  the  first  part,  conveyed  and  assigned  to  the  said  John  Leigh,, 
and  others,  their  heirs,  executors,  &c.  all  the  said  eleven  pews  in  the  south 
gallery  of  the  parish-church  of  Bolton,  and  also  the  sum  of  701.  as  due  and 
owing  from  the  estate  of  the  said  Edward  Whitehead,  deceased,  in  trust  for  all 
Rep.  19.  Z 3 the 
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the  said  parties  except  Elizabeth  Whitehead,  for  the  uses  specified  in  the  will 
of  the  said  Susannah  Brookes,  with  the  same  power  of  appointing  new  trustees 
as  in  the  indenture  of  17-54. 

This  deed  was  produced  to  us  from  the  office  of  Mr.  John  Howarth, 
a solicitor  in  Bolton. 

All  the  parties  to  the  indenture  last  above  abstracted  are  dead.  We  are 
informed  that  Christopher  Whitehead  was  the  survivor,  and  that  his  son,  the 
Rev.  W.  B.  Whitehead,  of  Twiverton,  near  Bath,  is  his  heir-at-law. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  how  far  the  trustees  above  named,  or  any 
one  of  them,  acted  in  the  concerns  of  the  charity,  or  upon  what  occasion,  or 
at  what  period,  the  person  who  last  acted  ceased  to  do  so. 

The  only  property  now  belonging  to  the  charity  consists  of  seven  pews  in 
the  south  gallery  of  the  parish-church ; some  alterations  in  the  disposition  of 
the  pews  there  having  taken  place  since  they  were  purchased  in  1754.  The 
letting  of  these  pews,  and  the  collection  and  division  of  the  rents,  appear  to 
have  been  left  chiefly  to  the  master  of  Marsden  charity-school ; and  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  children  of  Great  and  Little  Bolton  to  be  taught  in  respect  of  this 
charity  has  devolved  upon  the  trustees  of  that  school. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  information  as  to  the  sum  of  70/.,  which, 
by  the  deed  of  1789,  was  assigned  to  the  trustees  by  the  executors  of  the 
Rev.  Edward  Whitehead,  or  any  evidence  of  the  payment  of  interest.  Without 
some  further  information,  this  money,  from  which  fund  alone  that  branch  of  the 
charity  intended  by  the  testatrix  for  the  benefit  of  old  housekeepers  in  Great 
and  Little  Bolton  could  have  been  maintained,  must  be  considered  as  irre- 
coverable. 

Of  the  pews  in  the  parish-church,  six  are  now  let  at  the  following  rents : 


Number  1.  - 

f. 

5 

s. 

5 

d. 

2.  - 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

10 

— 

3. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

11 

6 

4.  - 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

11 

6 

5.  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

m 

1 

11 

6 

0.  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

15 

- 

£.  14 

4 

6 

These  appear  to  be  fair  rents.  The  seventh  pew,  which  is  worth  1 /.  1 1 s.  6d. 
per  annum,  is  in  the  occupation  of  Arthur  Torkington,  the  master  of  Marsden’s 
charity-school,  but  hitherto  he  has  not  paid  or  accounted  for  any  rent  in 
respect  of  it. 

The  rents  are  collected  by  A.  Torkington,  and  he  pays  one  half  thereof  to 
the  master  of  Roscow-Fold  school,  in  Breightmet,  and  retains  the  other  half 
for  his  own  use.  For  some  years  after  his  appointment  to  Marsden’s  charity- 
school  the  widow  of  the  late  master  kept  a school  in  Bolton,  and  received  this 
portion  of  the  rents.  On  account  of  the  one  moiety,  12  children  of  the  town- 
ships of  Great  and  Little  Bolton  are  nominated  by  the  trustees  of  Marsden’s 
charity-school,  and  are  taught  by  the  master  upon  the  same  terms  as  the  other 
free  children  in  that  school.  For  the  other  moiety,  six  children  of  the  town- 
ship of  Tonge  with  Haulgh  are  admitted  by  the  master  of  the  Roscow-Fold 
school  without  any  appointment,  and  are  taught  reading  free.  No  children  of 
Breightmet  are  admitted  specifically  on  account  of  this  charity,  as  all  the  poor 
children  of  that  township  are,  according  to  the  foundation  of  the  school, 
entitled  to  be  taught  free. 

With  respect  to  the  application  of  these  rents,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that 
according  to  the  will  of  Susannah  Brookes  two  fifths  of  the  income  appro- 
priated for  the  education  of  poor  children  was  to  be  paid  for  the  benefit  of 
such  as  should  be  of  the  township  of  Great  Bolton,  and  one  fifth  for  the  benefit 
of  those  of  each  of  the  three  other  townships  above  mentioned.  It  is  also  to 
be  observed,  that  the  value  of  the  pew  occupied  by  Arthur  Torkington  ought 
to  be  added  to  the  amount  of  the  rents.  Of  the  wfiiole  income,  three  fifths 
should  be  paid  to  the  person  who  teaches  the  children  of  Great  and  Little 
Bolton,  and  twro  fifths  to  the  person  teaching  the  children  of  Breightmet  and 
Tonge,  with  Haulgh ; and  the  number  of  children  so  to  be  taught  should  be 

determined 
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determined  in  the  same  proportions,  and  increased  or  diminished  according  to 
the  charges  usually  made  for  such  instruction  as  may  be  given  to  them. 

As  there  are  no  persons  who  have  any  authority  to  interfere  in  the  manage- 
ment of  this  charity,  except  the  representative  of  the  last  surviving  trustee,  who 
is  resident  at  a great  distance  from  Bolton,  it  seems  desirable  that  he  should 
assign  his  trust  to  some  persons  resident  there ; such  a step  would  at  least  tend 
to  secure  the  charity  against  any  further  loss  of  property,  and  to  attain  a more 
correct  application  of  the  existing  funds  ; and  the  documents  relating  to  the 
charity,  which  are  now  dispersed  in  different  places,  ought  to  be  given  up  to 
such  persons  as  may  be  appointed  trustees. 

Parker’s  Charity. 

The  yearly  sum  of  51.  is  recei  ved,  as  in  respect  of  the  charity  of  Ann  Parker , Parker’s  Charity, 
by  the  boroughreeve  of  Bolton ; but  we  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any 
particulars  as  to  the  origin  of  the  charity,  or  as  to  the  property  charged  with 
the  payment  thereof. 

This  sum  is  paid  on  account  of  Colonel  Parker,  of  Astle,  in  Cheshire,  by 
John  Albinson,  who  collects  for  him  certain  rents  in  the  townships  of  Breightmet 
Tonge  with  Haulgh,  and  Bradshaw,  and  the  amount  is  allowed  him  in  his 
account  with  the  person  who  acts  as  principal  agent  for  Colonel  Parker. 

This  charity  appears  to  have  been  unpaid  for  several  years  previously  to  1815. 

A correspondence  then  took  place  on  the  subject ; in  consequence  of  which, 
in  January  1815  the  arrears  for  seven  years,  due  from  1st  January  1808,  were 
received  from  Colonel  Parker ; but  it  does  not  appear  whether  upon  this 
occasion  any  thing  was  discovered  with  respect  to  the  origin  of  the  charity. 

The  sum  of  51.,  which  is  now  regularly  received,  is  added  to  the  produce  of 
other  charities  and  the  amount  of  fines  received  for  small  offences  ; and  this 
fund  is  laid  out  in  linen,  which  is  distributed  in  the  month  of  September  by  the 
boroughreeve,  principally  amongst  poor  persons,  of  the  township  of  Great 
Bolton,  not  receiving  parochial  relief.  The  arrears  received  in  1815  were 
disposed  of  in  a similar  manner. 

Donor  Unknown. 

The  yearly  sum  of  91.  is  received  by  the  boroughreeve  of  Bolton  from  John  Donor  Unknown. 
Albinson,  out  of  the  rents  which  he  collects  in  Great  Bolton,  for  Edward  Gib- 
bon, esquire,  of  Saint  Ann-street,  Liverpool.  A payment  of  1 /.  a year  is  made 
also  from  the  same  quarter  to  the  township  of  Little  Hulton,  in  the  parish  of 
Dean  ; but  we  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  obtain  any  information  as  to  the 
origin  of  these  charities. 

The  sum  of  91.  is  added  to  the  fund,  which  is  disposed  of  by  the  borough- 
reeve, in  linen,  as  above  mentioned. 

Crompton’s  Charity. 

Hannah  Crompton,  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  13th  May  1784,  as  appears 
from  a copy  thereof  entered  in  the  boroughreeve’s  book,  bequeathed  to  Mar- 
garet Loe,  Benjamin  Bancroft,  Thomas  Plumbe,  and  James  Folds,  150/.  upon 
trust,  to  place  the  same  out  on  the  best  security  on  land  of  inheritance  that 
might  reasonably  be  got  for  the  same,  and  out  of  the  interest  in  the  first  place 
to  deduct  yearly  for  ever  the  sum  of  10s.  6d.,  which  the  trustees  should  expend 
as  they  should  think  fit,  as  a small  gratuity  for  their  trouble,  and  to  lay  out  the 
remainder  of  the  said  interest  in  the  purchasing  such  linen  cloth  as  in  their 
discretion  they  should  think  proper,  and  distribute  the  same  in  the  parish- 
church  of  Bolton  on  the  Sunday  next  after  the  29th  September,  immediately 
after  Divine  Service  in  the  afternoon,  unto  and  for  the  poor  and  most  needy 
people,  or  such  as  should  be  real  objects  of  charity,  dwelling  within  the  township 
of  Great  Bolton,  according  to  the  good  opinion  of  the  trustees  for  the  time 
being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  so  as  each  person  should  have  no  larger  a 
quantity  of  linen  than  two  yards  and  a half. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  18th  August  1813,  between  the  Rev.  James 
Folds,  of  the  first  part,  Thomas  Starkey  Shuttleworth,  deputy-registrar  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  in  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster,  of  the  second  part, 
and  Thomas  Crompton,  Thomas  Howell,  William  Balshaw,  and  Robert  Bolton, 
of  the  third  part,  reciting  the  will  of  the  said  Hannah  Crompton,  and  further 
reciting  an  order  of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  made  28th  March  1811,  in  a 
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Great  Bolton.  cause,  wherein  the  said  James  Folds  and  others  were  complainants,  and  Thomas 
— — . Kay  and  others  defendants,  whereby  it  was  ordered  that  James  Morton,  one  of 

Cr°nSLti!rlty’  the  complainants  on  whose  property  the  said  sum  of  150  /.  was  secured  by 

^ mortgage,  should  pay  in  the  said  sum  ; and  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the 

deputy-registrar  to  appoint  four  new  trustees,  the  said  James  Folds  desiring  to 
be  discharged  of  the  said  trust,  and  also  that  the  said  sum  of  150/.  should 

be  forthwith  laid  out  on  mortgage,  and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Thomas 

Crompton  and  others  had  been  appointed  trustees  by  the  said  deputy-registrar  ; 
the  said  James  Folds,  assigned  to  the  said  Thomas  Crompton  and  others,  their 
executors,  &c.  the  said  sum  of  150/.,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  will  of 
the  said  Hannah  Crompton  ; and  it  was  provided,  that  whenever  any  of  the 
trustees  for  the  time  being  should  die,  or  be  desirous  to  be  discharged,  or  go  to 
reside  beyond  the  seas,  neglect,  or  refuse,  or  become  incapable  to  act,  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  other  trustees  or  trustee,  or  his  executors,  &c.  by  deed  to 
nominate  some  other  fit  person  or  persons  in  the  place  of  the  trustee  so  dying, 
&c.  and  to  assign  the  monies  and  effects  belonging  to  the  charity  accordingly. 

Of  the  trustees  above  named,  Thomas  Howell  and  William  Balshaw  are  the 
survivors,  and  John  Mawdesley  and  Samuel  Houghton  have  been  appointed  to 
fill  up  the  vacancies,  but  a new  deed  has  not  yet  been  executed. 

The  sum  of  150  /.  is  now  secured,  with  interest  at  5 per-cent,  according  to  the 
provision  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  32d  George  3,  for  inclosing  Bolton 
Moor,  upon  an  allotment  set  out  under  that  Act  to  trustees  for  improving  the 
town  of  Great  Bolton.  The  interest  is  paid  annually  to  the  Boroughreeve  by 
the  treasurer  of  the  trustees  above  mentioned,  and  the  amount  is  added  to  the 
fund,  which  is  disposed  of  by  him  annually  in  linen  as  above  mentioned. 

Astley’s  Charity. 

Astley's  Charity.  Jane  Astley , by  her  Will,  bearing  date  2d  September  1734,  directed  that  60/. 

should  be  put  out  at  interest  as  the  Rev.  Joseph  Mottershead,  her  executor, 
should  think  fit,  upon  trust,  that  he  and  the  trustee  or  trustees  to  be  appointed 
by  him  shoidd  annually  lay  out  the  interest  towards  the  clothing  of  such  poor 
people  as  usually  attended  some  place  of  Protestant  worship  on  the  Lord’s-day. 
And  that  the  further  sum  of  60/.  should  be  put  out  at  interest,  and  the  pro- 
duce reserved  by  him  during  his  life,  for  his  own  use,  he  annually  preaching  a 
sermon  to  awaken  secure  sinners  in  the  Presbyterian  Meeting  House  at  Bolton, 
on  the  Fair-day  in  July,  and  that  after  his  death  the  sermon  should  be  preached 
by  such  person  as  should  be  fixed  upon  by  the  trustee  to  be  appointed  by  the 
said  Joseph  Mottershead,  and  the  interest  paid  to  such  person.  And  that  the 
further  sum  of  60/.  should  be  put  out  for  the  use  of  the  minister  officiating  in  the 
Presbyterian  Meeting  House  in  Bolton,  for  a number  of  seats  for  poor  people  to 
sit  in  the  said  Meeting  House. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  4th  December  1?85,  between  Daniel  Kay,  of  the 
first  part,  and  Philip  Holland,  Robert  Taylor,  John  Taylor,  James  Darbishire, 
Samuel  Darbishire,  and  John  Pilkington,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  will  of 
Jane  Astley  as  above  abstracted,  and  that  the  said  Joseph  Mottershead  died 
without  having  appointed  any  trustee,  but  having  nominated  Samuel  Kay  and 
Samuel  Bayley,  both  deceased,  his  executors,  who  acted  in  the  trusts,  and  that 
the  said  Samuel  Kay  was  the  survivor,  and  died  in  1784,  without  having  ap- 
pointed any  one  a trustee,  but  having  appointed  the  said  Daniel  Kay  and  Charles 
Potts  his  executors,  and  that  Daniel  Kay  had  taken  upon  himself  the  sole 
management  of  the  will  of  the  said  Samuel  Kay,  Charles  Potts  having  declined 
to  act ; the  said  Daniel  Kay,  to  the  intent  that  the  said  Philip  Holland  and 
others  should  be  trustees  to  act  with  him  concerning  the  three  several  sums  of 
60/.,  agreed  with  the  said  Philip  Holland  and  others  that  they  should  have  a 
joint-interest  with  him  in  the  said  several  sums,  and  that  they  and  the  trus- 
tees to  be  chosen  thereafter  should  put  out  the  said  sums  at  interest,  or  lay 
out  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  and  apply  the  profits  to  the  uses  afore- 
said ; and  it  was  further  agreed,*  that  whenever  the  number  of  trustees  should 
be  reduced  to  two,  or  sooner,  the  survivors  should  choose  so  many  other  persons 
as  they  should  think  proper,  and  assign  the  securities,  so  that  the  interest  might 
vest  in  such  new  and  old  trustees. 

Of  the  trustees  above  named  John  Pilkington  is  the  only  survivor. 

The  sum  of  180/.,  bequeathed  by  Jane  Astley,  was  laid  out  some  years  ago 
in  the  building  of  a house  adjoining  the  Unitarian  chapel  in  Bank-street,  in 
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Bolton,  which  house  is  now  used  for  a school,  supported  by  the  members  of  the 
congregation  attending  that  chapel. 

No  security  has  been  given  for  the  sum  so  laid  out,  but  9/.  per  annum  is  paid 
as  the  interest  thereof  out  of  the  funds  belonging  to  the  chapel ; and  as  a new 
trust-deed  is  about  to  be  made,  it  is  proposed  to  declare  therein  that  the 
payment  of  the  charity  is  charged  upon  the  property  belonging  to  the  chapel. 

A rent  of  10/.  105.  per  annum  is  taken  by  the  trustees  of  the  chapel  from  the 
trustees  of  the  school  for  the  house  above  mentioned,  in  order  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  on  the  three  sums  of  60/.,  and  out  of  this  rent  the 
treasurer  for  the  chapel  pays  SI.  to  the  minister,  and  SI.  for  a certain  number  of 
free  seats  in  the  chapel ; and  SI.  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  which 
is  given  away  by  the  trustees  of  the  chapel  to  such  poor  as  they  think  deserving 
relief,  and  generally,  but  not  exclusively,  to  persons  of  their  own  congregation. 

Cocker’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Cocker,  of  Bolton,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  2d  July  177L  and  proved  Cocker’s  Charity, 
in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  gave  to  James  Cocker,  John  Justice, 
and  three  others,  150/.  upon  trust,  to  place  out  the  same  upon  the  best  security 
of  land  of  inheritance  that  could  be  gotten  for  the  same,  and  pay  the  interest 
yearly  in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  and  dispose  of  the  same  at  the  parish- 
church  of  Bolton,  on  the  Sunday  next  after  the  29th  September  in  every  year, 
immediately  after  Divine  Service,  to  the  poor  and  most  needy  people  dwelling 
in  the  “ township  of  Bolton,”  according  to  their  discretion,  but  that  no  person 
should  have  more  than  2 \ yards  of  cloth,  and  no  less  in  value  than  Is.  by  the 
yard  ; and  he  directed,  that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  three,  it 
should  be  lawful  for  them  to  choose  new  trustees,  of  whom  he  would  have 
always  the  churchwarden  of  the  “ township  of  Bolton  ” to  be  one. 

All  the  trustees  named  in  the  will  appear  to  have  died  without  making  any 
new  appointment. 

The  late  John  Woods,  of  Bolton,  acted  in  the  trust  for  several  years  on 
behalf  of  John  J ustice,  who  is  stated  to  have  been  the  survivor  ; and  since  the 
death  of  Mr.  Woods,  about  1825,  his  widow,  and  his  son  John  Woods,  have 
taken  upon  themselves  the  disposal  of  the  charity. 

Of  the  sum  of  150/.,  115/.  is  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  James  and  John 
Cocker,  of  the  Croft,  in  Little  Bolton,  who  pay  interest  for  it  at  the  rate  of 
3 \ per  cent. 

The  remaining  35  /.  is  in  the  Bolton  Savings  Bank,  in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Woods, 
and  produces  interest  at  the  rate  of  4 per  cent. 

The  annual  produce  of  these  twro  sums,  amounting  to  5 /.  9 s.,  is  laid  out  by 
Mrs.  Woods  in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  of  the  price  of  8 d.  a yard,  which 
is  given  away  in  pieces  of  about  2£  yards  each,  in  Bolton  Church,  after  Divine 
Service,  on  some  Sunday  in  the  month  of  October  (the  Sunday  pointed  out  by 
the  testator  having  been  found  inconvenient  on  account  of  the  administration 
of  the  sacrament  on  that  day)  ; about  40  poor  persons  of  the  township  of  Great 
Bolton  are  selected  by  Mrs.  Woods  and  her  son  to  receive  this  charity,  and  the 
same  persons  generally  continue  to  receive  it  for  their  lives.  The  churchwardens 
always  attend,  and  assist  in  the  distribution. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  money  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Cocker  should  be 
placed  out  on  some  good  security,  at  the  best  interest  that  can  be  obtained  •> 
and  that  this  sum,  as  well  as  the  money  deposited  in  Mrs.  Woods’s  name  in  the 
Savings  Bank,  should  be  assigned  to  some  persons  as  trustees. 

Aspindell’s  Charity. 

j Richard  Aspindell,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  17th  November  1800,  and  proved  Aspindell’s  Charity, 
at  Chester  in  1815,  bequeathed  to  Ralph  Fletcher,  Peter  Rothwell  and  Thomas 
Crompton,  whom  he  appointed  executors  of  his  will,  100/.  out  of  his  personal 
estate,  upon  trust,  to  place  the  same  out  at  interest,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
should  from  time  to  time  remain  undisposed  of,  and  pay  out  of  the  same 
principal  and  interest  the  yearly  sum  of  5 /.  to  the  trustees  for  the  time  being 
of  the  Methodist  Chapel  or  Meeting-House  situate  down  Ridgway  Gates,  in 
Bolton,  to  be  by  them  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  not  exceeding 
1 s.  2 d.  per  yard,  on  every  25th  December,  in  the  forenoon,  to  be  divided 
amongst  such  poor  people  belonging  to  the  town  of  Bolton,  not  having  any 
weekly  pay  therefrom,  as  the  said  last-mentioned  trustees  should  think  proper, 
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Great  Bolton.  for  and  during  so  many  years  as  the  said  100/.  and  interest  would  extend 
— — to  pay. 

Aspindell’s Chanty,  Tins  legacy  was  permitted  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  above-named  Peter 

i ' . -v  Rothwell  until  the  time  of  his  death,  and  51.  a year  was  paid  by  him  as  the 

interest  thereof,  the  amount  for  the  first  two  years  having  been  applied  in  the 
payment  of  the  duty. 

In  1827  the  sum  of  104  . was  laid  out  in  the  following  purchase  : 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  3d  May  1827,  between  Ann  Kay,  of  the  first  part, 
Peter  Rothwell,  Elizabeth  Rothwell,  William  Crompton,  and  John  Mawdesley,  of 
the  second  part,  and  Ralph  Fletcher,  esquire,  of  the  third  part,  reciting  that  by 
indenture  of  assignment,  bearing  date  2d  February  1803,  divers  premises  were 
assigned  to  Peter  Rothwell,  deceased,  for  the  remainder  of  a term  of  999  years 
(granted  by  indenture,  bearing  date  1st  May  1769,  by  James  Moss  to  William 
Heelis),  subject  with  other  premises  to  the  payment  of  the  yearly  rent  of  501. ; 
and  that  by  the  said  indenture  of  assignment,  Thomas  Heelis,  and  others,  devisees 
under  the  will  of  the  said  William  Heelis,  covenanted  with  the  said  Peter  Roth- 
well to  pay  the  said  rent  of  501.,  and  to  indemnify  the  said  Peter  Rothwell, 
his  executors,  &c.  from  the  same,  to  which  end  a power  of  distress  on  certain 
premises  therein  mentioned  was  granted  to  him  ; and  further  reciting,  that  by 
Indenture,  bearing  date  12th  May  180G,  the  said  Peter  Rothwell,  deceased, 
had  demised  to  James  Morris  part  of  the  premises  comprised  in  the  indenture 
of  assignment  above  recited;  viz.  a parcel  of  land  in  Little  Bolton,  containing 
691  square  yards,  the  boundaries  whereof  are  described  as  the  middle  of  a street 
intended  to  be  called  Back-street  on  the  north,  the  middle  of  another  street  in- 
tended to  be  called  Barlow-street  on  the  east,  and  the  middle  of  another  street 
intended  to  be  called  Morris-street  on  the  west,  and  land  belonging  to  Richard 
Cunliffe  and  the  said  Peter  Rothwell,  deceased,  on  the  south,  for  the  term  of 
960  years,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  yearly  rent  of  51.  1.5 s.  2 d.  ; and 
further  reciting,  that  by  Indenture  of  Assignment,  bearing  date  20th  August 
1810,  the  said  Peter  Rothwell,  deceased,  assigned  all  the  premises  comprised 
in  the  said  recited  indenture  of  assignment,  to  the  said  Ann  Kay,  for  the 
residue  of  the  term  of  999  years,  for  securing  the  re-payment  of  1000/.,  with 
interest ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Peter  Rothwell,  deceased,  by  his 
will,  bearing  date  14th  May  1823,  bequeathed  all  his  leasehold  premises  to  the 
use  of  the  said  Peter  Rothwell,  party  thereto,  and  others,  parties  of  the  second 
part,  upon  trust,  to  sell  the  same,  the  said  Anne  Kay,  and  the  said  Peter 
Rothwell  and  others,  parties  of  the  second  part,  in  consideration  of  104/.  paid 
to  the  said  Peter  Rothwell  and  others,  assigned  to  the  said  Ralph  Fletcher  the 
plot  of  land  above  mentioned,  and  the  dwelling-houses  and  other  buildings 
thereon  erected,  then  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Isherwood,  James  Vause, 
James  Pendlebury,  Alice  Lomax,  James  Cunliffe,  Jane  Barlow,  Barbara  Jones, 
James  Mason,  John  Lever,  William  Holcroft,  John  Hanley,  and  Richard 
Crompton,  for  the  residue  of  the  term  of  999  years,  subject  to  the  covenants 
contained  in  the  indenture  of  assignment  of  2d  February  1803,  and  subject 
to  the  said  indenture  of  lease  of  12th  May  1806. 

By  a Memorandum,  bearing  date  3d  May  1827,  reciting  the  bequest  of 
Richard  Aspindell,  and  reciting  that  Ralph  Fletcher,  esq.  being  the  survivor 
of  the  trustees  named  in  the  said  will,  had  laid  out  the  legacy  of  100/.,  together 
with  4/.  arising  from  the  interest  thereof,  in  the  purchase  of  certain  leasehold 
houses  and  premises  in  Little  Bolton,  which  had  been  assigned  to  him,  his 
executors,  &c.  by  indenture,  bearing  date  3d  May  1827,  the  said  Ralph  Fletcher 
thereby  declared  that  the  said  premises  were  and  should  thereafter,  during  all 
his  estate  therein,  be  held  by  him,  his  executors,  &c.  upon  the  trusts  declared 
concerning  the  said  sum  of  100/.  in  the  will  of  the  said  Richard  Aspindell. 

This  memorandum,  though  signed  by  Ralph  Fletcher,  esq.  is  not  stamped ; 
and  it  is  therefore  desirable  that  a declaration  of  trust  should  be  properly 
executed  ; and  it  seems  also  expedient  that  some  other  persons  should  be 
appointed  as  trustees  with  Mr.  Fletcher. 

The  interest  on  the  sum  of  100/.  was  paid  up  to  December  1826,  to  Mr.  John 
Booth,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  chapel  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  in  Bolton, 
called  Ridgway  Gate  Chapel,  and  the  amount  was  laid  out  by  him  in  the  pur- 
chase of  linen,  which  he  divided  in  pieces  containing  from  3£  to  7 yards,  amongst 
poor  persons  recommended  by  the  trustees  of  the  chapel.  The  persons  selected 
were  of  the  town  of  Bolton,  which  comprises  parts  of  the  two  townships  of 
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Great  and  Little  Bolton.  No  distinction  appears  to  have  been  made  whether 
the  persons  were  dissenters  from  the  Established  Church  or  not. 

The  rent  of  5/.  15  s.  Qd.  is  now  payable  by  Mr.  John  Heywood,  the  assignee 
of  the  lease  granted  to  James  Morris,  or  by  his  tenants.  Before  another  distri- 
bution to  the  poor  takes  place  there  is  to  be  paid  the  sum  of  4/.,  which  was 
advanced  by  Mr.  Booth  for  the  purchase  beyond  the  amount  of  the  legacy,  and 
about  5/.  paid  by  him  in  discharge  of  the  solicitor’s  bill. 

Charities  of  Adam  and  Thomas  Mort. 

The  particulars  of  the  Charities  of  Adam  Mort  and  of  Thomas  Mort , both  of 
which  are  payable  out  of  the  tithes  of  the  township  of  Astley,  in  the  parish  of 
Leigh,  will  be  found  in  a former  part  of  this  Report  under  the  head  of  the 
township  of  Astley. 

High  Style  School. 

A certain  number  of  boys  belonging  to  the  town  of  Bolton  are  appointed 
annually  to  the  High  Style  School,  founded  by  Henry  Mather,  in  Kearsley,  in 
the  parish  of  Dean,  the  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in  a subsequent  part 
of  this  Report. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  LITTLE  BOLTON. 

Stones’s  Charity. 

Mary  Stones,  in  her  Will,  bearing  date  1st  June  1764,  declared  that  she  had 
already  placed  with  Richard  Lomax,  of  Harwood,  the  sum  of  100/.,  after  the 
rate  of  3-per-cent.,  payable  annually  on  1st  June,  and  directed  that  on  the 
second  Sunday  in  June,  yearly,  20  s.  should  be  laid  out  for  the  vicar  of  Bolton, 
for  preaching  a sermon  on  three  of  the  last  verses  of  the  13th  chapter  of  Saint 
Mark  ; that  20s.  should  be  laid  out  in  linen  cloth,  to  be  divided  amongst  widow 
women  and  fatherless  children  in  Little  Bolton,  that  should  have  no  relief  from 
the  town ; that  105.  should  be  divided,  Qd.  a-piece,  amongst  such  poor  persons 
of  Little  Bolton  as  should  come  to  hear  the  sermon ; and  that  the  other  10s. 
should  be  for  the  trustees  named  in  the  assignment  granted  to  her  by  Richard 
Lomax,  and  her  executors,  together  with  the  said  Richard  Lomax,  or  whoever 
else  they  should  think  proper  to  invite,  to  be  expended  on  that  day. 

We  are  informed  that  new  trustees  have  been  appointed  for  this  charity,  of 
whom  William  Longworth  and  John  Isherwood  are  two ; but  the  trust-deeds 
could  not  be  found  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry. 

The  above-mentioned  sum  of  100/.  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Robert  Lomax, 
esq.  of  Harwood,  who  received  the  same  from  the  executors  of  his  father’s  will. 
He  pays  3 /.  yearly  as  the  interest  thereof  to  William  Longworth,  by  whom  the 
amount  is  now  distributed,  his  father  having  received  and  distributed  the  charity 
for  many  years  previously  to  his  death.  Of  the  interest,  1 /.  is  paid  to  the  vicar 
of  Bolton  for  preaching  a sermon,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  testatrix, 
on  the  second  Sunday  in  June.  The  sum  of  1/.  is  laid  out  in  linen  cloth,  which 
is  distributed  on  the  same  day,  after  the  sermon,  amongst  poor  women  of  Little 
Bolton;  and  10s.  is  given  away  in  money  to  other  poor  persons  of  Little  Bolton, 
who  attend  the  sermon.  The  remaining  10s.  is  expended  in  providing  a dinner 
for  the  trustees. 

Greenhalgh’s  Charity. 

James  Greenhalgh,  by  a Codicil  to  his  Will,  bearing  date  21st  April  1780, 
appointed  Thomas  Smith  and  Robert  Lomax  his  executors,  together  with  his 
wife ; and  he  thereby  revoked  a legacy  which  by  his  will,  and  by  a prior 
codicil,  he  had  given  to  the  trustees  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary,  and  instead 
thereof  he  gave  100/.  to  his  executors  and  executrix,  in  trust,  to  place  out  the 
same  on  land  security,  or  to  buy  land  with  it,  and  out  of  the  interest  to  pay  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary  2/.  2s.  annually,  so  long  as  that 
charity  should  exist,  and  so  long  as  they  and  their  successors  should  be  permitted 
to  recommend  patients,  according  to  the  then  rules  of  the  Infirmary,  and  no 
longer;  and  the  remainder  of  the  interest  he  directed  his  executors  and  execu- 
trix, and  their  successors,  to  lay  out  in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  not  less  in 
value  than  Is.  a yard,  and  yard-wide,  and  to  give  it  away  to  poor  householders 
in  Tonge  and  Little  Bolton,  not  chargeable  to  the  town  or  parish,  2 { yards 
to  one  family,  not  more  nor  less. 

The  sum  of  100/.,  bequeathed  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  Robert  Lomax,  esq.,  he  having  received  the  same  from  the 
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Little  Bolton,  executors  of  his  father,  who  was  one  of  the  executors  named  in  the  will  of 

~ James  Greenhalgh.  Mr.  Lomax  allows  interest  at  the  rate  of  4 \ -per-cent.,  and 

Oreenhalgh’s  pa^s  2/.  9s.  thereof  to  the  Manchester  Infirmary,  for  which  lie  is  allowed  the 
Charity,  privilege  of  sending  in-patients,  in  the  same  manner  as  subscribers  of  91.  9s. 
x continuc  ' ^ annually  might  have  done,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  infirmary  as  they 
existed  at  the  time  of  the  bequest.  The  residue  of  the  interest  is  paid  to  John 
Smith,  of  Harwood,  the  son  of  Thomas  Smith,  another  of  the  executors  of 
James  Greenhalgh,  and  he  lays  the  same  out  in  linen,  and  distributes  it  about 
1st  January  yearly,  amongst  poor  persons,  one  half  being  of  Little  Bolton,  and 
the  other  of  Tonge  : about  two  shillings-worth  of  linen  is  given  to  each  family. 

Mr.  Lomax  has  expressed  his  anxiety  to  attend  to  this  distribution  himself. 
It  appears,  however,  that  new  trustees  ought  to  be  appointed  by  the  personal 
representative  of  his  father,  who  was  the  surviving  executor  of  the  donor. 

Wright’s  and  other  Charities. 

■Wright’s  and  other  We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  information  as  to  the  following  bene- 
charities.  factions,  mentioned  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  17S6,  under  the  head  of 
Little  Bolton : 


DONOR. 

When 

given. 

By  Will 
or 

Deed. 

description 

of  Charity. 

* 

Li  whom  vested. 

Gross  Amount 
of  that 

given  in  Money 

Annual  Produce 
of 

Money. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

John  & Richard") 
Wright  -/ 

1756 

Will 

[Poor,  and  teach-"\ 
1 ing  children  -J 

John  Gartside 

10  - - 

- 10 

- 

John  Stones 

1701 

D° 

\ Linen  cloth  toj 
i the  Poor  -J 

Andw  Knowles 

6 10  - 

- 6 

6 

Esther  Sharpies 

1774 

D° 

Ditto 

Ditto 

9 - - 

- 9 

- 

This  township,  which  forms  part  of  the  town  of  Bolton,  is  jointly  interested 
with  other  townships  in  the  charities  of  James  Gosnell,  Susannah  Brookes,  and 
Richard  Aspindell,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  already  stated,  and  in 
the  school  called  Eagtey  Bridge  School,  in  the  township  of  Turton. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  ANGLEZARK. 

Charities  of  John  and  George  Siiaw. 

Anelezark.  The  particulars  of  the  Charities  of  John  and  George  Shaw,  in  which  this 
I township  participates,  will  be  found  amongst  the  charities  for  the  township  of 

Charities  of  John  Anderton,  jn  the  parish  of  Standish  (15  Rep.  p.  229.). 
and  George  Shaw. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BLACKROD. 

Grammar  School. 

Blackrod.  By  Deed  Poll,  bearing  date  17th  August  IG27,  Elizabeth  Tyldesley , 

widow,  in  execution  of  the  powers  vested  in  her,  limited  and  appointed  that 

Grammar  School.  a messuage  and  tenement,  lands  and  premises,  in  Bedford,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  called  Graveoak,  which  she  had  purchased  of  Thomas  Ashton,  esq. 
should  after  her  decease  be  and  remain,  and  that  William  Sale,  and  others, 
his  co-feofiees,  mentioned  in  her  deed  of  purchase,  and  their  heirs,  should 
stand  seised  of  the  same  to  the  use  of  Sir  Cuthbert  Clifton,  knt.,  John  Poole, 
esq.,  Roger  Bradshaigh,  esq.,  and  Peter  Anderton,  and  their  heirs,  for  ever,  to 
the  intent  that  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  might  be  employed  from  time  to 
time  to  the  use  of  some  free-school  in  the  said  county  of  Lancaster,  where 
they  should  think  most  fit  and  convenient. 

By  Deed  Poll,  bearing  date  17th  January  1631,  the  said  Sir  Cuthbert  Clifton, 
John  Poole,  and  Peter  Anderton,  covenanted  with  Roger  Bradshaigh  and  his 
heirs,  that  the  above-mentioned  lands  and  premises  should  be  to  the  use  of 
such  free  grammar-school  as  the  said  Roger  Bradshaigh  should  appoint  within 
the  said  county  of  Lancaster,  any  time  before  the  1st  May  next. 

It  does  not  appear  whether  any  appointment  was  made  by  the  said  Roger 
Braidshaigh  within  the  time  above  limited  j but  by  indenture  of  feoffment, 
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bearing  date  30th  December  164-0,  the  said  Roger  Bradshaigh  (having  survived 
his  co-trustees,)  granted  to  Christopher  Anderton,  William  Anderton,  Peter 
Catterall,  and  three  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  messuage  and 
tenement  called  Graveoak,  on  trust,  to  pay  the  yearly  rents  to  the  schoolmaster 
of  the  free  grammar-school  of  Blackrod,  for  the  time  being,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  his  wages,  subject  to  this  limitation,  that  if  the  schoolmaster  there 
should  be  found  insufficient,  and  not  able  and  experienced,  to  teach  scholars 
the  Latin  and  Greek  tongues,  or  should  be  negligent  in  his  place,  and  should 
not  duly  attend  the  school  as  a master  ought  to  do,  or  should  refuse  to  teach  in 
the  best  manner  he  could,  any  scholars  resorting  to  the  said  school,  without 
sufficient  cause  to  be  allowed  by  the  said  trustees,  or  should  immoderately 
correct  the  said  scholars,  so  that  they  should  be  taken  from  the  said  school, 
and  upon  any  complaint  thereof  made  by  the  trustees  to  the  said  schoolmaster, 
he  should  not  reform,  it  should  be  lawful  for  them  to  retain  the  said  stipend, 
and  to  dispose  of  the  same  to  such  further  use  as  the  said  Roger  Bradshaigh 
and  his  heirs  and  the  greater  part  of  the  said  trustees  should  agree  upon, 
either  for  the  repair  of  the  said  school,  the  buying  books  for  a library  in  the 
said  school,  or  for  the  increase  of  the  stipend  of  the  head  schoolmaster;  and 
if  the  said  master  so  being  delinquent  should  endeavour  to  oppose  the  same, 
that  the  said  trustees  might,  by  the  direction  of  the  said  Robert  Bradshaigh 
and  his  heirs,  dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  to  any  other  schoolmaster,  or 
any  other  free  grammar-school  in  the  county  of  Lancaster. 

John  Holmes,  citizen  and  weaver,  of  London,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date 
18th  September  1568,  gave  an  annual  rent  of  81.  to  Alexander  Rigby,  and 
eight  others,  and  their  heirs,  to  be  issuing  out  of  all  his  messuages,  lands,  &c. 
in  the  parish  of  All  Saints  in  Lombard-street,  and  St.  Edmund,  in  the  city  of 
London,  to  be  disposed  of  towards  the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster,  to  teach 
at  the  free  grammar-school  in  Blackrod,  to  be  nominated  by  the  trustees  in  the 
said  will  named,  or  the  major  part  of  them  ; and  he  also  gave  the  yearly  rent 
of  51.  issuing  out  of  the  same  premises,  to  the  intent  that  the  said  trustees 
should  dispose  of  the  same  for  the  exhibition,  finding,  and  keeping  of  one 
scholar  within  Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge,  to  be  nominated  by  the  same 
trustees  ; the  said  rents  to  be  paid  at  the  usual  rent-days  of  the  said  premises, 
by  equal  portions. . 

Henry  Norris,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  22d  February  1639,  bequeathed  40 1. 
towards  the  maintenance  of  a learned  and  painful  schoolmaster  of  the  free- 
school  in  Blackrod. 

The  property  belonging  to  this  school  appears  to  have  been  conveyed  to  new 
trustees  in  1681  ; and  by  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  15th 
and  1 6th  October  1736,  reciting,  that  100/.,  being  a fine  paid  for  a lease  of 
31  years  of  the  premises  called  Graveoak,  was  then  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Roger 
Bradshaigh,  party  thereto,  and  that  the  said  premises  were  then  vested  in 
Henry  Hulton,  esq.,  as  the  heir  of  William  Hulton,  who  was  the  surviving 
trustee  named  in  the  indentures  of  1681  ; that  the  yearly  rents  of  8/.  and  5/., 
mentioned  in  the  will  of  John  Holmes,  were  vested  in  Sir  Roger  Bradshaigh 
and  Thomas  Henry  Ashurst ; the  said  Sir  Roger  Bradshaigh,  Henry  Hulton, 
and  Thomas  Henry  Ashurst,  with  the  consent  of  four  of  the  most  substantial 
inhabitants  of  Blackrod,  who  were  parties  thereto,  conveyed  to  Hugh  Lord 
Willoughby,  and  others,  the  premises  called  Graveoak,  and  ;the  said  yearly 
rents  of  8/.  and  51.  upon  trust,  to  . employ  the  same,  and  the  rents  and  profits 
thereof,  as  directed  by  the  respective  donors  ; and  it  was  thereby  provided, 
that  immediately  after  the  death  of  any  eleven  or  more  of  the  said  trustees, 
the  survivors  should  convey  the  premises  called  Graveoak  to  the  use  of  them- 
selves and  such  other  new  trustees  as  should  be  nominated,  with  the  consent  of 
the  said  Sir  Roger  Bradshaigh  and  his  heirs,  and  four  or  more  substantial 
inhabitants  within  the  said  township  of  Blackrod,  and  the  said  yearly  rents  of 
81.  and  51.  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  such  other  new  trustees  as  should  be 
nominated  by  the  said  survivors:  and  further  reciting,  that  James  Hartley, 
party  thereto,  had  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  the  sum  of  40/.,  bequeathed 
by  the  said  Henry  Norris,  and  that  the  said  Sir  Roger  Bradshaigh  had  paid,  or 
secured  to  be  paid,  the  said  sum  of  100/.  received  for  a fine  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
said  Hugh  Lord  Willoughby,  and  others ; it  was  agreed  that  the  several  sums 
of  40/.  and  100/.  should  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  upon  the  trusts 
mentioned  in  the  said  indenture  of  feoffment  of  30th  December  1640. 
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In  the  next  conveyance  to  new  trustees,  by  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release, 
bearing  date  12th  and  13th  September  1766,  it  is  recited,  that  the  several  sums 
of  40/.  and  100/.  above  mentioned  were  then  placed  out  at  interest,  and  that 
no  scholar  having  been  for  many  years  sent  from  the  said  school  to  Pembroke 
Hall,  the  rent  of  5/.  had  been  yearly  placed  out,  and  that  the  same  had  in- 
creased to  the  sum  of  244/.,  which  was  then  placed  out;  and  it  was  agreed 
between  the  parties  thereto  that  the  interest  of  the  said  sums  of  40/.  and  100/. 
should  be  applied  for  the  sole  use  of  the  said  free  grammar-school,  according 
to  the  trusts  of  the  above-mentioned  indenture  of  feoffment  of  1640,  and  that 
the  interest  of  the  said  sum  of  244/.  should  be  applied  for  the  maintenance  of 
such  a scholar  in  Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge,  as  should  be  appointed  by 
the  trustees  therein  named,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  out  of  the  said  school, 
and  should  have  been  taught  there  two  years  next  before  the  time  of  his 
nomination. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  2d  and  3d  August  1790, 
between  Alexander  Lindsay,  Earl  of  Balcarres,  and  Countess  Elizabeth  Brad- 
shaigh,  wife  of  the  said  earl,  who  was  the  heir  of  Sir  Roger  Bradshaigh,  Bart, 
of  the  first  part;  Sir  Frank  Staiulish,  bart.,  John  Walmsley,  esq.,  Sir  Richard 
Clayton,  hart.,  and  William  Porter,  gent.,  of  the  second  part ; Isaac  Penning- 
ton, Thomas  Edge,  John  Collison,  and  James  Nightingale,  described  as  four 
substantial  inhabitants  of  Blackrod,  of  the  third  part ; the  said  Earl  of  Bal- 
carres, Robert  Holt  Leigh,  Robert  Andrews,  Robert  Clayton,  John  Vause,  esqs. 
John  Ainscough,  John  Ainscough,  grocer,  William  Clayton,  John  Hilton,  the 
Rev.  Henry  Unsworth,  John  Threlfall,  and  William  Hulton,  esq.  of  the  fourth 
part;  reciting  the  several  documents  above  noticed,  and  from  which  recitals  the 
preceding  abstracts  are  for  the  most  part  taken  ; and  further  reciting,  that  12 
of  the  trustees  named  in  the  indentures  of  lease  and  release  of  1766  were 
dead,  and  that  the  said  Earl  and  Countess  of  Balcarres  (the  said  Countess  being 
the  heir-at-law  of  the  said  Sir  Roger  Bradshaigh),  the  said  Sir  Frank  Standish, 
and  others,  parties  of  the  second  part,  the  then  surviving  trustees,  and  the  said 
Isaac  Pennington ' and  others,  parties  of  the  third  part,  being  four  substantial 
inhabitants  of  Blackrod,  had  elected  the  said  several  persons,  parties  of  the 
fourth  part,  to  supply  the  places  of  those  trustees  who  were  dead  ; the  said 
Sir  Frank  Standish  and  others,  conveyed  the  said  premises,  called  Graveoak, 
and  the  said  yearly  rents  of  8/.  and  5l.  to  the  said  Earl  of  Balcarres,  and 
other  parties  of  the  fourth  part,  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  such  new  trus- 
tees upon  the  same  trusts  as  declared  in  the  indentures  of  1736  ; and  further 
reciting,  that  the  several  sums  of  40/.  and  100/.,  and  also  the  sum  of 
74/.  125.  9 d.  raised  from  the  rents  and  revenues  of  the  school,  amounting  to 
214/.  125.  9 d.  were  placed  out  at  interest,  and  that  as  no  scholar  had  been  sent 
for  many  years  past  to  Pembroke  Hall,  the  sum  of  244/.  before  mentioned  had 
increased  to  316/.  which  was  also  placed  out  on  security  ; it  was  agreed  that 
the  interest  of  the  two  several  sums  placed  out  as  aforesaid  should  be  applied 
to  the  same  uses  respectively  as  declared  in  the  indentures  of  1766. 

An  additional  benefaction  for  the  benefit  of  an  usher  was  derived  from  John 
Ainscough , who  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  9th  January  1812,  gave  to  the  trus- 
tees of  the  free  grammar-school  of  Blackrod  50/.,  upon  trust,  to  place  the  same 
out  at  interest,  and  also  to  place  out  the  interest  from  time  to  time,  until  the 
principal,  with  the  accumulations  of  interest,  should  amount  to  200/.,  and  then 
to  pay  the  interest  of  the  said  200/.  to  the  usher  or  assistant-master  of  the  said 
free-school  in  augmentation  of  his  salary. 

In  1826,  Mr.  John  Popplewell,  who  was  executor  of  the  will  of  the  said 
John  Ainscough,  determined  to  settle  200/.  upon  the  trustees  of  the  school,  in 
respect  of  the  above-mentioned  bequest,  without  waiting  until  such  sum  should 
have  accumulated  ; and  accordingly,  by  indenture,  bearing  date  6th  June  1826, 
he  assigned  to  John  Walmsley  and  others,  the  then  surviving  trustees,  a mort- 
gage, bearing  date  6th  June  1782,  for  the  sum  of  100/.  on  the  tolls  of  the  road 
leading  from  Wigan  to  Preston,  for  the  benefit  of  the  usher  of  the  school  at 
Blackrod.  He  also  purchased  another  mortgage  for  100/.  upon  the  same  tolls, 
which  under  his  directions  was  by  indenture  of  the  same  date  assigned  by 
William  Eccles  to  the  same  trustees  upon  the  like  trusts. 

The  present  trustees  of  the  school  are  John  Walmsley,  esq.,  Sir  Richard 
Clayton,  bart.,  Sir  Robert  Holt  Leigh,  bart.,  Robert  Clayton,  esq.,  John 
Vause,  esq.  and  William  Clayton. 
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The  property  belonging  to  the  school,  exclusive  of  that  which  is  appropriated 
to  an  exhibition,  consists  of  the  following  particulars  : 

1st.  The  estate  called  Graveoak,  situate  in  Bedford,  in  the  parish  of  Leigh, 
comprising  a farm-house  and  outbuildings,  and  22  \ acres  of  land,  at  8 yards 
to  the  perch,  now  let  to  George  Lowe,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  100/. 
The  buildings  are  stated  to  be  in  good  condition,  67/.  Is.  8 cl.  having  been 
allowed  to  the  tenant  in  the  years  1825  and  1826,  and  laid  out  in  repairs,  under 
the  superintendence  of  a person  sent  from  Blackrod  for  that  purpose.  ' 

2dly.  The  rent  of  8/.,  given  by  John  Holmes , towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
schoolmaster.  This  is  received  annually  through  the  bank  at  Wigan,  by  a draft 
drawn  by  two  of  the  trustees,  upon  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish 
of  St.  Sepulchre,  London. 

The  particulars  of  the  property  charged  with  the  payment  of  this  rent,  and 
that  of  51.  given  for  an  exhibition,  will  be  found  in  our  14th  Report,  p.  125. 

3dly.  The  old  school-house  in  Blackrod,  which  upon  the  building  a new 
school  in  1798,  was  converted  into  a dwelling-house.  This  is  now  let  to  Richard 
Bury,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  6 /.  6 s. 

4thly.  Certain  premises  in  Blackrod  purchased  in  1798  for  the  benefit  of  the 
school. 

The  trustees  having  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  these  premises  of  James 
Leyland,  he  by  Indenture  of  Lease  and  Release,  the  latter  bearing  date  14th 
September  1798,  conveyed  the  same  to  John  Hodson  and  John  Chaddock,  and 
their  heirs,  in  consideration  of  225/.,  by  the  description  of  a messuage  or 
dwelling-house,  with  a garden  on  the  back  or  southerly  side  thereof,  and  also 
a small  close  of  land  thereunto  belonging,  called  the  Croft,  containing  one 
fourth  of  an  acre,  at  eight  yards  to  the  perch,  and  also  a new-erected  dwelling- 
house  and  buildings  lately  erected  thereon.  No  trusts  are  declared  in  these  In- 
dentures, nor  has  any  subsequent  deed  been  executed  for  the  purpose  of  vesting 
the  property  in  the  trustees  ; this  however  seems  indispensable,  though  when 
the  purchase  was  made  such  additional  expense  might  have  been  avoided. 

Upon  these  premises  a new  school  was  built  in  1798,  the  expenses  of  which 
and  converting  the  old  school  into  a dwelling-house,  amounted  to  about  300/. 
There  is  also  a dwelling-house,  part  of  which,  with  a small  garden,  is  occupied 
by  the  head-master,  and  the  other  part  thereof,  with  a croft  containing  about 
one  fourth  of  an  acre,  is  let  by  him  to  John  Mather,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  1 /.  15  s. 
per  annum. 

There  is  also  included  in  the  above-mentioned  purchase  a cottage,  which  was 
given  up  to  the  head-master,  and  is  let  by  him  to  John  Hampson,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  3/.  3 s.  per  annum. 

5thly.  Certain  premises  in  Blackrod,  purchased  for  the  benefit  of  the  school 
in  1823. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  the  latter  bearing  date  21st  October 
1823,  Thomas  Achers,  and  others,  devisees  and  executors  of  John  Achers  and 
Nicholas  Machinson,  in  consideration  of  110/.,  conveyed  to  James  Baron  and 
Thomas  Newsham,  and  their  heirs,  two  messuages  or  cottages,  with  two  gardens 
in  the  town  of  Blackrod.  In  these  Indentures  no  trusts  are  declared,  nor  has 
any  subsequent  deed  been  executed,  so  as  to  vest  the  property  in  the  trustees, 
but  there  is  indorsed  a memorandum  that  the  name  of  James  Baron  (Thomas 
Newsham  being  then  dead),  was  used  in  trust  for  the  trustees  of  Blackrod  free- 
school,  and  that  the  sum  of  110/.  was  paid  by  them.  The  expense  of  a new 
deed  seems  however  still  indispensable. 

The  premises  comprised  in  this  purchase  lie  near  the  school,  and  they  were 
bought  under  an  apprehension  that  they  might  otherwise  become  a nuisance 
to  it. 

These  premises  consist  of  one  messuage,  comprising  several  dwellings,  and 
let  to  three  different  persons,  as  yearly  tenants,  at  rents  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  11  /.  per  annum. 

6thly.  The  two  turnpike  securities  for  100/.  each,  derived  from  the  gift  of 
John  Ainscough,  the  interest  on  which  amounts  to  10/.  per  annum. 

The  sum  of  214/.  125.  9d.  which  belonged  to  the  school,  and  was  out  at 
interest  in  1790,  may  be  considered  as  having  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
the  premises,  bought  of  James  Leyland,  and  towards  the  building  of  the  new 
school,  as  in  consequence  of  these  expenses  having  been  paid  out  of  the  general 
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Blackrod.  account,  a considerable  balance  had  accrued  against  the  charity,  which  in  1807 

amounted  to  363/.  3s.  7 d.  In  that  year  the  accounts  of  William  Clayton,  the 

Grammar  School,  t]ien  treasurer  were  made  up,  and  the  sum  of  214/.  125.  9 d.  was  applied 
L Lontmue  ‘ towards  liquidating  the  balance  due  to  him,  and  148  /.  105.  10 d.  was  bor- 
rowed from  the  account  of  the  exhibition,  and  paid  to  Mr.  Clayton  in  discharge 
of  such  balance.  The  money  borrowed  from  the  account  of  the  exhibition 
has  been  subsequently  paid  off  with  interest. 

In  the  year  1822,  Mr.  Clayton  resigned  the  office  of  treasurer,  which  he  held 
for  13  years,  and  he  afterwards  paid  the  sum  of  22 51.  15.  1 \ d.,  the  balance 
which  appeared  to  be  due  from  him,  to  Mr.  James  Baron,  a solicitor  in  Wigan, 
who  was  appointed  to  succeed  him  as  treasurer.  This  money  was  placed  in  the 
bank  of  Messrs.  Thickness  and  Woodcock,  and  it  has  subsequently  increased  to 
233/.  3s.  6d.,  which  sum  now  remains  in  that  bank. 

Of  the  income  above  mentioned,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  140/.  45.  per 
annum,  the  rents  arising  from  the  premises  purchased  of  James  Leyland  in 
1798,  are  received  by  the  head  master  himself,  and  the  residue  is  received  by 
Mr.  James  Baron  the  treasurer.  Out  of  the  money  he  receives,  10/.  is  paid  to  the 
usher  in  respect  of  Ainscough’s  gift,  and  the  residue  is  placed  from  time  to  time 
in  a bank  at  Wigan,  until  the  end  of  the  current  year,  at  which  time  he  makes 
up  an  account  of  the  expenses  of  repairs  and  any  other  incidental  charges, 
which  account  is  submitted  to  the  head  master,  and  whatever  sum  then  remains 
is  paid  over  to  him. 

This  mode  of  paying  the  schoolmaster  is  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement 
entered  in  the  book  of  accounts,  whereby  the  present  master,  the  Rev.  H.  H. 
Sutcliffe,  consented  that  the  trustees  should  lay  out  in  the  erection  of  buildings 
upon  any  land  belonging  to  the  school,  or  should  otherwise  apply  for  the  benefit 
of  the  school,  whatever  should  remain  of  a balance  of  225  /.  1 5.  1 { d.  then  in 
the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  after  paying  the  costs  of  a conveyance  to  the  trus- 
tees of  the  premises  purchased  of  James  Leyland;  and  he  thereby  further  con- 
sented that  so  long  as  he  should  receive  the  whole  clear  revenues,  except  what 
the  trustees  should  from  time  to  time  think  proper  to  be  paid  to  the  usher,  the 
whole  benefit  of  instructing  the  scholars  in  writing  and  accounts  should  be 
enjoyed  by  the  usher. 

Since  Mr.  Baron  has  kept  these  accounts,  the  following  sums  have  been  paid 
to  the  master,  as  the  balance  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year : 


In  1824 

1825 

1826 
1827 


£.60  2 - 

122  13  9 

91  6 4 

63  14  10 


The  freedom  of  this  school  is  considered  as  being  unlimited,  except  so  far  as 
any  temporary  regulations  are  adopted  with  regard  to  the  number  to  which  the 
master  and  usher  are  capable  of  paying  proper  attention.  The  number  of 
scholars  under  the  head-master  is  now  limited  to  30,  and  of  those  under  the 
usher  to  70 ; but  though  such  limitation  has  prevailed  in  practice,  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  formal  regulations  to  this  effect  were  drawn  up  by  the  trustees. 
Girls  and  boys  are  admitted  to  the  school,  and  no  charge  is  made  for  their  in- 
struction, except  that  in  writing  and  accounts  20  children  only  are  taught 
free ; the  other  scholars  paying  to  the  usher  for  such  instruction  65.  or  9s.  a 
a quarter.  These  20  children  were  formerly  appointed  by  one  of  the  trustees, 
but  of  late  years  none  of  the  trustees  have  interfered  in  the  matter,  and  they 
have  been  selected  by  the  head  master,  who  confers  this  privilege  on  such  as  he 
considers  most  necessitous. 

All  the  children  are  required  to  learn  the  Church-catechism,  and  such  as 
require  it  are  taught  writing  and  accounts  by  the  usher.  He  also  has  a class 
whom  he  instructs  in  spelling  and  reading.  When  the  children  are  able  to  read 
with  facility  in  the  Testament,  they  are  advanced  to  the  upper-school,  in  which 
the  English  grammar  and  the  Latin  and  Greek  classics  are  taught  by  the  head 
master.  At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  there  wrere  28  scholars  in  the  upper-school, 
and  about  60  in  the  lower. 

Since  the  year  1800,  when  the  present  master  was  appointed,  he  has  never  had 
at  any  one  period  above  six  boys  learning  Latin,  and  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry 
he  had  only  two.  Three  scholars  have  during  this  period  left  the  school,  and 

entered 
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entered  at  Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge,  where  they  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
the  exhibition  derived  from  the  gift  of  John  Holmes. 

With  respect  to  the  head-master,  though  he  appears  to  be  a sufficient  scholar, 
and  to  have  been  originally  fit  in  other  respects  for  the  situation  he  now  holds, 
it  is  to  be  observed  that  he  has  lately  become  almost  incapable  of  hearing. 

The  trustees  used  formerly  to  meet  annually  in  December,  and  then  audited 
the  accounts,  and  transacted  other  business  relative  to  the  school.  Since  1822 
no  meeting  has  been  held,  and  the  trustees  appear  to  have  done  no  act  whatever, 
except  that  in  December  1823  an  order  was  made  by  Sir  R.  H.  Leigh,  the  only 
trustee  who  came  to  the  place  of  meeting,  that  no  dinner  should  in  future  be 
provided  for  the  trustees  on  the  anniversary.  During  this  period  the  whole 
management  of  the  property  has  been  left  to  Mr.  Baron,  who  has  settled  an 
account  annually  with  the  head-master,  and  has  entered  these  accounts  in  the 
book  kept  for  that  purpose.  For  the  last  four  years  however  he  has  only 
entered  them  in  pencil. 

Two  only  of  the  trustees  are  now  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Blackrod, 
and  some  of  them  are  resident  out  of  England.  It  seems,  however,  extremely 
desirable  that  new  trustees  should  be  appointed  who  would  take  upon  them- 
selves the  burthen  of  this  trust ; and  this  seems  the  more  important,  as  there 
are  several  matters  which  peculiarly  require  the  interference  of  trustees,  the 
settlement  of  the  property  which  has  been  lately  purchased,  and  the  present  state 
of  the  school  with  regard  to  the  infirmity  of  the  head-master,  which  we  have 
already  noticed. 

Exhibition. 

It  appears  from  the  deeds,  the  purport  of  which  have  been  stated  in  the  pre- 
ceding account  of  the  grammar-school,  that  the  yearly  sum  of  5 /.  left  by  John 
Holmes  for  an  exhibition  for  a scholar  at  Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  trustees  of  this  school,  had  for  many  years  been  suffered  to 
accumulate,  and  that  sucli  accumulations  amounted  in  1790  to  516/. 
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A further  increase  has  subsequently  taken  place,  and  in  March  1823  the  sum 
amounted  to  1,901/.  15  s.  8 d.,  which  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
2,574/.  65.  6d.  3 per-cent  consols,  in  the  name  of  the  late  Earl  of  Balcarres, 
Sir  Robert  Holt  Leigh,  Robert  Clayton,  and  William  Clayton,  esquires. 

The  dividends,  amounting  to  77  /•  4 s.  6d.,  with  the  yearly  sum  of  5/.,  have 
been  brought  to  a separate  account,  out  of  which  exhibitions  have  occasionally 
been  allowed  to  scholars  going  from  the  grammar-school  to  the  college  above 
mentioned.  Since  1800  three  exhibitioners  have  been  appointed,  who  received 
respectively  60/.,  707,  and  80/.  per  annum,  for  the  term  of  four  years. 

One  of  these  scholars  was  of  the  township  of  Blackrod ; the  others  were 
scholars  who  had  boarded  in  the  town. 

The  exhibitioners  have  been  nominated  by  the  trustees,  some  of  whom  have 
signed  the  appointment,  but  there  has  been  latterly  no  formal  meeting  for  this 
purpose. 

There  was  on  this  account,  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry,  a balance  of  60/.  9-s.  5 d. 
in  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Thickness  and  Woodcock,  of  Wigan. 


Charities  of  Turner  and  Others. 

The  following  benefactions  are  mentioned  on  tablets  in  the  church,  and  Charities  of 
in  a book  containing  the  accounts  of  the  charities  : Turner  and  others. 


By  Will, 
20th  July 
1671. 
1677. 
1680. 
1686. 

1688. 

1712. 

1 738- 


Miles  Turner  to  the  poor  ______ 

}W.  Norris,  in  cloth  for  poor  fatherless  children  and  old| 
people  - --  --  --  - -J 

Richard  Whittle,  ditto  ------ 

Alexander  Blomley  to  the  poor  - 

Margaret  Barlow,  the  interest  to  be  given  to  the  poor  in'! 

sums  of  12  d.  each  _____  _j 

Thomas  Turner,  to  the  poor  - 

Margaret  Ranson  for  bread  ------ 

Ancient  stock  for  cloth  ------ 

James  Hodkinson  to  the  poor  - 

John  Harrison,  ditto  ------- 

John  Leigh,  ditto  -------- 


£.  s.  d> 
75  * - 

20  - - 
10  - - 


10  - - 

5 - - 
5 - “ 
10  - - 
10  - - 
10  - - 
5 ~ ~ 
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1749- 
By  Will, 
1st  Sept. 
1728. 
By  Will, 
oth  Jan. 
1812. 


Richard  Nightingale,  ditto 
j.Robert  Aston,  in  cloth  - 


] John  Ainscough,  on  Saint  Stephen’s-day  to  the  poor,  notl 
j chargeable  to  the  Township,  in  cloth 

Ditto,  to  the  poorest  and  most  constant  attendants  at 
Divine  Service  in  the  chapel,  in  bread 


£.  s.  d. 

30  - - 

20  - - 


60  - — 


5°  - - 


[John  Ainscough  also  gave  to  the  trustees  named  in  the  indenture  of  7th 
December  1803,  hereafter  noticed,  (to  whom  also  he  gave  the  above-mentioned 
legacies  to  the  poor)  100/.,  the  interest  to  be  paid  to  the  resident  minister  for 
performing  Divine  Service  on  Christmas-day,  every  Wednesday  and  Friday 
in  Lent,  every  day  in  Passion  week,  except  Saturday,  on  Monday  and  Tues- 
Tuesday  in  Easter  week,  Ascension-day,  Monday  and  Tuesday  in  Whitsun 
week,  and  on  every  festival  or  saint’s  day,  and  to  preach  a sermon  011  the  feast 
of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  unless  he  should  be  prevented  by  illness  or  reasonable 
cause,  to  be  allowed  by  the  rectors  of  Standish  or  Wigan ; and  he  directed  that 
in  case  of  default  three  times,  the  interest  should  be  laid  by  to  accumulate,  and 
in  case,  by  repeated  neglect,  the  accumulation  should  amount  to  20/.  the  whole, 
interest  should  from  thenceforth  be  applied  by  his  trustees  for  his  other  charita- 
ble gifts  in  clothing  for  poor  persons  above  the  age  of  40  years,  resident  in  and 
belonging,  but  not  chargeable,  to  Blackrod.] 

Edward  Filkington , by  Will,  bearing  date  28th  August  1644,  directed  that 
out  of  his  lands  thereinbefore  specified,  4 s.  per  annum  should  be  paid  to  poor 
people  within  Blackrod,  yearly,  for  ever,  2 s.  to  be  paid  on  the  21st  December, 
and  2 s.  on  Good  Friday,  and  that  in  default  of  payment  the  churchwarden 
should  have  power  to  enter  one  close  of  the  said  land  whereof  he  was  possessed 
in  Blackrod,  called  the  Bent. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  7th  December  1803,  between  Sir  Richard  Clay- 
ton, bart.,  John  Ainscough,  and  John  Leigh,  of  the  one  part,  and  Robert  Holt 
Leigh,  esq.,  Thomas  Lyon,  the  Rev.  Richard  Snape,  John  Johnson,  Richard 
Tyrer,  John  Hilton,  George  Leigh,  Longworth  Wilding  and  John  Hibbert,  of 
the  other  part,  reciting  that  several  sums  amounting  to  160/.,  formerly  at  inte- 
rest in  the  hands  of  different  persons  therein  named,  and  5 1.  formerly  at  interest 
to  be  answered  by  the  inhabitants  of  Blackrod,  were  severally  trust-monies 
given  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Blackrod,  and  that  several  other  sums  amount- 
ing to  18/.  2 s.  were  trust-monies  belonging  to  the  chapel,  and  that  Richard 
Nightingale  had  bequeathed  30/.  for  woollen  cloth  to  the  poor,  and  10/.  for 
the  minister  of  the  chapel;  and  reciting  that  the  said  Sir  Richard  Clayton  and 
others,  parties  of  the  first  part,  had  with  other  persons  been  appointed  trustees 
for  the  several  benefactions  aforesaid,  for  the  poor  and  the  chapel,  and  that  the 
said  trustees  were  then  reduced  to  three  in  number  ; the  said  Richard  Clayton 
and  others  appointed  the  said  Robert  Holt  Leigh  and  others,  joint  trustees 
with  themselves  for  the  management  and  distribution  of  the  several  sums  of 
money  thereinbefore  mentioned,  and  in  the  schedule  thereon  indorsed,  and  all 
other  sums  of  money  which  then  did  or  should  thereafter  belong  to  the  said 
poor  or  chapel  ; and  it  was  further  declared  and  agreed,  that  whenever  the 
said  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  four  or  less  in  number,  the  survivors  or  sur- 
vivor should  appoint  so  many  more  of  the  substantial  inhabitants  or  landowners 
in  Blackrod,  as  should  make  up  the  number  nine  or  more,  to  be  added  to  the 
said  survivors  as  co-trustees  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

In  the  schedule  indorsed  upon  the  said  indenture,  the  several  sums  then  out 
at  interest  for  the  poor  and  the  chapel  are  enumerated,  the  former  amounting 
to  190/.,  and  the  latter  to  28/.  2s.,  and  there  is  also  mentioned  the  sum  of  5/., 
the  gift  of  Mrs.  Ronson,  in  the  hands  of  the  chapelwardens,  and  the  rentcharge 
of  4s.  payable  as  already  stated  under  the  will  of  Edward  Pilkington. 

The  above-mentioned  sum  of  190/.,  with  130/.  the  amount  of  the  legacies 
of  Robert  Ashton  and  John  Ainscough,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  make  up 
320/.,  which  is  the  amount  of  the  benefactions  mentioned  in  the  tablets  in  the 
chapel  and  the  charity-book,  exclusive  of  the  sum  of  51.  given  by  Margaret 
Ronson. 
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This  sum  of  320/.  was  laid  out  in  1815,  in  the  purchase  of  3551.  Os.  11  d. 
stock,  in  the  Navy  5-per-cents,  and  the  sum  of  128/.  9s.  belonging  to  the 
minister  of  the  chapel  for  the  time  being  was  also  laid  out  at  the  same  time  in 
the  purchase  of  141/.  17s.  3d.  making  in  the  whole  496/.  18s.  2 d. 

The  stock,  now  524/.  3s.  4 d.  new  4-per-cents,  stands  in  the  names  of  John 
Johnson,  Longworth  Wilding,  deceased,  and  Richard  Tyrer. 

Of  the  trustees  named  in  the  deed  of  1803,  Sir  Richard  Clayton,  Sir  R.  H. 
Leigh,  John  Johnson,  George  Leigh,  the  Rev.  Richard  Snape,  and  Richard 
Tyrer,  are  still  living.  The  latter  is  the  only  trustee  resident  at  Blaekrod. 

The  dividends,  amounting  to  20/.  19s.  4 d.  clear  of  all  deductions,  are 
received  through  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Thickness  and  Woodcock,  of  Wigan,  by 
Thomas  Tyrer,  the  son  of  the  above-mentioned  Richard  Tyrer. 

The  close  called  the  Bent,  charged  with  the  payment  of  4 s.  yearly,  as  the 
gift  of  Edward  Pilkington,  is  situate  in  Blaekrod,  and  contains  about  half  an 
acre  ; it  now  belongs  to  Sir  Robert  Holt  Leigh,  and  his  tenant  pays  yearly  4 s., 
which  is  carried  to  the  same  account  as  the  dividends  above  mentioned. 

It  appears  by  an  entry  in  the  charity-book  that  the  sum  of  5 /.  given  by  Mar- 
garet Ronson  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  township,  at  the  time  when 
queen  Anne’s  bounty  was  obtained  for  the  church,  and  5s.  yearly  as  the  interest 
has  ever  since  been  paid  out  of  the  poor-rates. 

Out  of  the  dividends,  on  the  stock,  5 /.  18s.  6d.  is  paid  to  the  incumbent  of 
the  Chapelry.  Of  the  residue,  2/.  4s.  is  set  apart  to  be  distributed  in  bread 
in  respect  of  Ainscough’s  legacy  of  50/.,  and  the  remainder,  12/.  16s.  10 d.  is 
reserved  to  be  distributed  in  cloth,  in  respect  of  all  the  other  benefactions  given 
to  the  poor. 

The  above-mentioned  sum  of  2/.  4 s.  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  sixpenny 
loaves,  one  half  on  the  feast  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  the  other  on  Christ- 
mas-day,  and  the  sum  of  5 s.,  paid  out  of  the  poor-rates,  is  laid  out  in  the  pur- 
chase of  sixpenny  loaves  on  Good  Friday  yearly.  The  bread  is  given  away  on 
the  respective  days  above  mentioned  at  the  chapel  after  Divine  Service,  by  the 
chapelwardens,  a list  being  made  out  previously  by  them  of  such  poor  persons 
as  are  known  to  be  regular  attendants  at  the  chapel,  and  other  persons  being 
usually  added  at  the  time  of  distribution.  The  lists  are  afterwards  sent  to 
Richard  Tyrer  for  his  approval. 

The  sum  of  12/.  16s.  10 d.,  and  the  4 s.  paid  in  respect  of  Pilkington’s 
charity,  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  flannel  or  linen,  which  is  distributed  in 
the  grammar-school  on  St.  Stephen’s-day,  to  poor  persons  of  Blaekrod,  under 
the  direction  of  Thomas  Tyrer,  for  his  father.  The  list  of  poor  persons  is  first 
submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  overseer,  and  the  names  of  such  as  have 
received  relief  within  the  year  are  struck  off*.  The  number  of  persons  who 
partake  of  this  branch  of  the  charity  varies,  according  to  circumstances,  from 
about  80  to  120. 

It  seems  desirable,  that  for  these  charities,  as  well  as  for  the  grammar-school, 
some  persons  resident  at  Blaekrod  should  be  appointed  trustees. 


Charities  of 
Turner  and  others, 
continued , 


Lost  Charities. 

There  is  also  mentioned  on  tablets  of  benefactions  in  the  church  the  gift  of  Lost  Charities. 
Edward  Holt,  of  100/.  to  the  poor  in  1741,  and  two  other  small  gifts  of  10/. 
and  5 /.  We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  further  account  of  these  bene- 
factions. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  BREIGHTMET. 

Roscow  Fold  School. 

William  Baguley,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  14th  April  1725,  amongst  other 
charitable  benefactions,  gave  200/.  towards  the  founding  and  endowing  a charity- 
school  in  Breightmet,  to  be  laid  out  as  his  executors,  with  such  persons  as  they 
should  name  within  Breightmet,  should  think  fit,  and  he  willed  that  such  poor 
children  of  Breightmet  as  the  trustees  should  appoint  should  be  taught  gratis. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  12th  and  13th  June  1729, 
between  William  Hulton,  of  the  1st  part,  Jacob  Scholes  and  Hugh  Parr, 
executors  of  the  will  of  William  Baguley  of  the  2d  part,  and  John  Parker 
and  four  others,  of  the  3d  part ; reciting  the  will  of  William  Baguley,  and  also 
reciting  that  the  said  William  Hulton,  for  promoting  the  said  charity,  and  to  the 
intent  that  a school  or  school-house  might  be  built  on  the  land  thereinafter  men- 
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Breightmet.  tioned,  wherein  such  poor  children  as  thereinafter  mentioned  might  be  in- 
structed,  granted  and  conveyed  to  the  parties  of  the  2d  and  3d  part,  whom  the 
ROSchool0ld  said  executors  appointed  trustees  with  themselves  for  the  disposing  of  the  said 
continued.  legacy  of  200  /.,  the  site  of  an  ancient  messuage,  cottage  or  dwelling-house  in 

j Roscow  Fold  in  Breightmet,  and  the  land  adjoining  thereto,  containing  in  the 

whole  74  square  yards,  upon  trust,  that  a school  or  school-house  might  with  all 
convenient  speed  be  erected  thereon,  and  that  the  same  should  be  for  ever  used 
by  such  person  as  should  be  nominated  by  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  the 
greater  part  of  them,  to  teach  and  instruct  all  children  of  and  within  Breight- 
met whose  parents  should  not  for  the  time  being  be  worth  40/.  of  real  or 
personal  estate,  after  payment  of  all  their  debts,  such  children  to  be  taught 
gratis,  without  paying  any  wages  for  the  same,  and  it  was  declared  by  the  said 
parties  that  the  sum  of  200/.  should  with  all  convenient  speed  be  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  lands  or  rents,  and  that  the  clear  produce  thereof,  and  the  interest 
in  the  meau  time,  should  be  yearly  paid  to  the  master  of  the  said  school  for  the 
time  being,  for  teaching  such  poor  children  ; and  it  was  provided,  that  whenever 
the  number  of  trustees  should  be  reduced  by  death  to  three,  the  survivors  should 
elect  so  many  honest  and  substantial  inhabitants  of  Breightmet  as  would  make 
up  the  number  of  seven  at  the  least. 

In  the  next  trust-deed  made  in  17*50,  it  is  recited  that  the  trustees  had 
erected  a new  school-house  upon  the  premises  above  mentioned.  And  as  to  the 
appointment  of  new  trustees,  it  is  declared  that  they  should  be  honest  and  sub- 
stantial inhabitants  of  and  in  the  parish  of  Bolton. 

New  trustees  were  again  appointed  in  1786.  And  lastly,  by  Indentures  of  Lease 
and  Release,  bearing  date  21st  and  22d  March  I8I7,  the  Rev.  James  Folds, 
Thomas  Parker,  and  Thomas  Beswick,  the  surviving  trustees  named  in  the  deed 
of  I78G,  appointed  to  be  joint  trustees  with  themselves,  the  Rev.  John  Brock- 
lebank,  vicar  of  Bolton,  Ralph  Fletcher,  Matthew  Fletcher,  Pitt  Hewitt, 
Thomas  Morris,  William  Gray,  Thomas  Howell,  Henry  Watson,  and  John 
Woods,  and  conveyed  to  the  use  of  all  the  parties,  the  said  premises  in  Roscow 
Fold,  and  also  all  and  every  the  messuages,  buildings,  lands  and  hereditaments 
belonging  or  relating  to  the  said  charity-school,  upon  the  same  trusts  as  declared 
in  the  Indenture  of  17-50,  with  a covenant  for  doing  all  further  acts  which 
might  be  necessary  for  assigning  the  said  sum  of  200  /.  to  the  use  of  the  said 
parties  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

Of  the  trustees  named  in  these  Indentures  six  only  are  living. 

The  deeds  from  whence  the  above  abstracts  were  taken  w'ere  produced  to  us 
from  the  custody  of  Matthew  Fletcher,  of  Breightmet,  the  son  of  Matthew 
Fletcher,  deceased,  who  was  one  of  the  trustees  named  in  the  Indenture  of 
1817. 

The  premises  in  Breightmet  granted  by  William  Hulton  appear  to  comprise 
little  more  than  the  site  of  a school-room ; the  master  has  also  the  use  of 
a dwelling-house,  and  a garden  adjoining  the  school,  but  for  these  premises  he 
pays  2 s.  yearly  as  an  acknowledgment  to  J.  Parker,  esq.,  of  Astle.  The  school 
is  kept  in  repair  by  the  master  at  his  own  expense. 

The  sum  of  200/.,  left  by  William  Baguley,  is  secured  upon  the  tolls  of  the 
turnpike-road  from  Bolton  to  Blackburn.  This  money  was  so  laid  out  in  1814, 
when  by  Indenture,  bearing  date  23d  July  in  that  year,  Thomas  Slater  and  the 
executors  of  John  Sudren,  in  consideration  of  200/.  assigned  to  Thomas  Parker, 
esq.,  the  Rev.  James  Folds,  and  Thomas  Beswick,  the  then  surviving  trustees, 
a mortgage  of  the  said  tolls  granted  in  1802  to  the  said  Thomas  Slater  and 
John  Sudren  for  the  sum  of  300/..  subject  to  a proviso  for  redemption,  on  re- 
payment of  the  said  sum  of  200/.  to  the  said  trustees,  with  lawful  interest  for 
the  same.  Interest  is  now  regularly  paid  on  the  sum  of  200/.,  at  the  rate  of 
5-per-cent. 

There  is  also  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  this  school  about  an  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Tottington  Lower  End,  in  the  parish  of  Bury,  with  a 
house  and  barn  thereon,  known  by  the  name  of  Eccles  Wives.  We  have  not 
been  able  to  discover  from  whence  this  property  was  derived,  but  it  is  supposed 
to  have  been  purchased  by  the  trustees  many  years  ago,  subject  to  a lease  which 
has  since  expired.  The  premises  were  given  up  to  the  master  some  years  ago, 
upon  condition  that  he  should  repair  them,  which  he  accordingly  did;  and  he 
has  since  had  the  liberty  of  letting  them  himself  to  the  best  advantage.  They 
are  now  held  by  Samuel  Smith,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  10/. 
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The  master  is  appointed  by  the  trustees;  and  in  respect  of  the  emoluments 
derived  from  the  sources  above  mentioned  he  takes  all  the  children  of  Breight- 
met  whose  parents  are  not  worth  100/.,  and  teaches  them  reading,  without  any 
further  charge:  if  they  learn  writing,  or  accounts  also,  they  pay  the  same  as 
any  other  children.  At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  the  master  had  29  children  of 
Breightmet,  who  were  taught  free,  as  above  mentioned. 

The  same  master  also  receives  a portion  of  the  charity  of  Susannah  Brookes, 
an  account  of  which  has  been  already  given  under  the  head  of  the  township  of 
Great  Bolton.  The  portion  which  has  been  hitherto  paid  to  the  master  of  this 
school  being  nearly  one  moiety  thereof,  appears  to  have  been  intended  as  a 
recompense  for  teaching  a certain  number  of  poor  children  of  the  townships  of 
Breightmet  and  Tonge-with-Haulgh,  two  fifths  of  the  produce  of  that  charity 
being  applicable  to  this  purpose.  In  respect  thereof  he  has  taught  free  six 
poor  children  of  the  township  of  Tonge-with-Haulgh  ; and  though  according 
to  the  regulations  of  the  school  all  the  poor  children  of  Breightmet  are  taught 
reading  free,  in  respect  of  the  original  foundation,  six  of  them  have  probably 
been  considered  as  taught  on  account  of  Mrs.  Brookes’s  Charity. 

Parker’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  that  the  yearly  sum  of  51.  was  formerly  paid  as  the  gift  of 
Mrs.  Ann  Parker , and  disposed  of  in  linen  cloth  amongst  the  poor  of  the  town- 
ship of  Breightmet. 

This  payment  appears  to  have  been  discontinued  about  the  year  1808,  at  the 
time  that  a similar  payment,  from  the  same  party,  for  the  poor  of  the  township 
of  Great  Bolton  was  discontinued ; but  though  the  latter  was  resumed  by 
J.  Parker,  esq.,  and  the  arrears  paid  in  1815,  the  township  of  Breightmet  have 
never  received  any  payment  since  1808,  nor  have  we  been  able  to  discover  any 
evidence  by  which  a claim  could  be  substantiated. 


The  poor  of  the  township  of  Breightmet  are  interested,  with  those  of  other 
townships  in  this  parish,  in  the  charities  of  Joshua  Lomax  and  Susannah  Brookes, 
the  particulars  of  which  have  been  already  stated. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  EDGEWORTH. 

School. 

By  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale,  bearing  date  7th  July  1804,  and  enrolled 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  between  William  Hutchinson , James  Hey  wood,  and 
others,  owners  of  lands  within  Edgeworth,  of  the  first  part,  and  John  Honocks , 
and  21  others,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that  the  said  John  Honocks,  and 
ethers,  parties  of  the  second  part,  had  erected  a substantial  dwelling-house  and 
school-house  upon  the  lands  thereafter  mentioned,  for  the  purpose  of  teaching 
poor  people  English,  writing,  and  accounts,  the  said  William  Hutchinson,  and 
others,  conveyed  to  the  said  John  Honocks,  and  others,  parties  of  the  second 
part,  and  their  heirs,  the  said  dwelling-house  and  school-house,  and  a cottage ; 
and  also  a close  in  Edgeworth,  called  the  Town’s  Close,  containing  by  estima- 
tion 3 f acres,  at  eight  yards  to  the  perch,  and  an  allotment,  part  of  Edgeworth 
Moor,  containing  half  an  acre,  in  trust,  to  permit  the  schoolmaster  to  enjoy 
the  same,  and  receive  the  rents  so  long  as  he  should  continue  schoolmaster, 
and  obey  the  regulations : And  it  was  declared,  that  the  children  and  school- 
master should  be  appointed  by  the  trustees:  That  the  schoolmaster  should  teach 
such  poor  children  belonging  to  or  residing  within  the  township  of  Edgeworth 
as  the  trustees  should  think  proper,  without  any  reward,  except  such  as  the 
trustees  should  appoint : That  the  trustees  should  meet  yearly  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  June,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  school,  appointing  fresh 
children,  and  making  laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  school : And  that  the  trus- 
tees should  have  power  to  remove  or  suspend  the  schoolmaster,  and  to  expel  the 
scholars.  And  it  was  further  declared,  that  whenever  the  trustees  should  be 
reduced  to  five  the  survivors  should  elect  other  persons,  owners  and  occupiers 
of  lands  in  Edgeworth  and  the  neighbouring  townships,  and  convey  the  pre- 
mises to  the  use  of  themselves  and  such  new  trustees,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid, 
and  that  no  distinction  should  be  made  in  respect  of  religious  persuasion  in  the 
choice  of  trustees,  or  the  schoolmaster  or  scholars.  And  it  was  provided,  that 
if  the  school  should  be  out  of  repair  for  three  months,  after  notice  in  writing 
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given  to  the  schoolmaster  by  the  trustees,  they  should  have  power  to  enter  and 
receive  the  rents,  and  repair  the  premises  therewith. 

Previously  to  the  execution  of  this  settlement  the  land  comprised  in  the  above 
abstracted  indenture  appears  to  have  been  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  township, 
as  we  find  a lease  of  it  was  granted  in  1766  by  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
and  landowners,  in  which  the  rent  was  reserved  payable  to  the  lessors,  or  to  the 
overseers  for  the  time  being. 

The  expense  of  erecting  the  school  and  dwelling-house  appears  from  the 
accounts  to  have  exceeded  500/.  the  greater  part  of  which  was  provided  for  by 
subscription  ; the  trustees  also  borrowed  110/.  from  a friendly  society,  of  which 
80/.  remained  due  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry,  August  1827. 

The  master  has  the  use  of  the  school,  but  not  of  the  dwelling-house,  tins 
being  let  to  John  Lowe  as  yearly  tenant,  at  6 /.  a year.  There  is  also  a room 
under  the  school,  which  is  let  to  Ellen  Haslam,  as  yearly  tenant  at  2/.  125. 
a year,  and  the  land,  which  consists  of  about  4-  acres,  is  let  to  Sarah  Wood,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  14</.  a year.  The  building  described  as  a cottage  is  now  used 
as  a shippon. 

Out  of  the  rents  above  mentioned,  25.  a week  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  the 
residue  thereof  being  at  present  reserved  to  pay  off' the  debt  above  mentioned. 
The  master  has  about  26  scholars,  all  of  whom  pay  for  their  instruction. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  ENTWISLE. 

Donor  Unknown. 

Entwisle.  There  is  in  the  hands  of  John  Knowles,  of  Turton,  a sum  of  9 /.  which  he 

received  from  John  Wood,  of  Turton,  as  being  money  belonging  to  the  township 

Donor  Unknown.  0f  Entwisle,  but  it  is  not  known  by  whom  this  sum  was  given.  Interest  is  paid 
for  it  at  the  rate  of  4 \ per-cent  to  the  overseer,  and  the  amount  has  for  many 
years  been  carried  to  the  account  of  the  poors  rates  ; it  is  proposed,  however,  to 
distribute  it  in  future  to  the  poor  in  linen. 


Brand  wood’s  Charity. 

rand  wood’s  The  Rev.  Richard  Roth  well,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  29th  May  1800, 
Charity.  directed  that  the  sum  of  100/.  should  be  put  out  at  interest  for  the  poor  of 

Entwisle,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  Will  of  James  Brandxcood. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  particulars  of  the  bequest  of  James 
Brandwood,  or  the  date  of  his  will. 

The  sum  of  100/.  appears  to  have  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  Edmund 
Howarth,  esquire,  and  it  remained  in  his  hands  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in 
1810.  The  interest  is  now  paid  by  the  surviving  executors  under  his  will,  viz. 
John  and  Adam  Howarth,  esquires,  of  Bolton,  but  they  are  desirous  of  investing 
the  money  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  offers. 

This  interest,  now  4/.  105.  per  annum  is  paid  to  the  overseer  of  Entwisle, 
and  has  of  late  years  been  improperly  carried  to  the  account  of  the  poors  rates  ; 
it  was,  however,  formerly  laid  out  in  linen  for  the  poor,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
adopt  the  same  mode  of  distribution  in  future. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  HARWOOD. 


Goodwin’s  and  Brooks’s  Charities. 

Harwood.  By  Indenture,  bearing  date  25th  November  1729,  between  Judith  Fildes,  of  the 

— — ; first  part,  Arthur  Bromiley,  churchwarden,  and  Thomas  Davenport,  overseer 
Goodwill  s and  0f  Harwood,  of  the  second  part,  and  Darcy  Lever,  John  Parker,  Miles  Lonsdale, 
100  ian  ies'  Cope  Brooks,  Litchfield  Fletcross,  Alexander  Lever,  John  Andrews,  George 
Haulgh,  John  Brook,  Thomas  Hulme,  John  Lomax,  and  John  Hallom,  of  the  third 
part,  reciting,  that  the  Rev.  Richard  Goodwin,  of  Harwood,  deceased,  by  his  Will, 
bearing  date  27th  August  1684,  gave  out  of  his  estate  51.  yearly,  to  be  bestowed 
upon  the  poor  sick  or  needy  well-carried  diligent  families,  no  common  beggars, 
by  105.  a-piece,  as  opportunity  should  be  afforded  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the 
said  Richard  Goodwin  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  an  estate  of  inheritance  in 
Harwood,  wherein  the  said  Judith  Fildes  had  then  some  title  or  interest ; and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Harwood  claiming  the  said  yearly  sum  of  5 /.,  apprehend- 
ing his  meaning  to  be  that  the  same  should  be  bestowed  yearly  amongst  poor 
families  there,  but  that  as  it  was  not  ascertained  in  the  said  will  where  the  same 
should  be  bestowed,  the  inhabitants  of  Bolton,  some  time  after  his  death,  claimed 
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half  thereof  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  said  town  of  Bolton  ; and  that  to 
prevent  disputes,  it  had  been  agreed  by  the  parties  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Bolton  and  Harwood  should  receive  50/.  a-piece  in  lieu  of  the  said  51.  a year, 
which  sarns  were  paid  by  the  said  Judith  Fildes,  and  accepted  by  them  accord- 
ingly. And  further  reciting,  that  the  Rev.  Samuel  Brooks,  of  Dorking,  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  28th  June  1698,  (after  several  limita- 
tions,) devised  all  his  real  estate  in  Harwood  to  his  cousin,  Edmund  Brook,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  upon  condition  that  he  should  within  18  months  after  the 
decease  of  certain  persons  therein  named,  pay  to  Ralph  Astley  and  Richard 
Wild,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  or  the  executors  or  administrators  of  the  survivor, 
400/.  for  the  uses  therein  particularly  mentioned;  100/.,  part  thereof,  to  be 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  churchwarden  and  overseer  of  the  poor  of  Harwood 
for  the  time  being,  and  to  be  by  them  put  out,  and  the  interest  from  time  to 
time  distributed  amongst  such  poor  persons  living  in  the  hamlet  of  Harwood, 
and  not  receiving  relief,  as  they  should  think  fit.  The  said  Judith  Fildes, 
Arthur  Bromiley,  and  Thomas  Davenport,  in  order  to  prevent  as  well  the  loss 
of  the  said  50/.  paid  by  the  said  Judith  Fildes  into  the  hands  of  some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Harwood,  as  also  of  the  said  100/.  then  let  out  at  interest,  and  to 
settle  the  same  upon  trustees  for  the  uses  mentioned  in  the  above-mentioned 
wills,  granted  to  the  said  Darcy  Lever,  and  others,  their  executors,  &c.  the  said 
sums  of  50/.  and  100/.  upon  trust,  to  put  forth  the  same  to  the  best  advantage, 
and  to  employ  the  yearly  produce  of  the  said  50/.  for  the  use  of  five  poor  families 
in  Harwood,  10s.  a-piece  for  such  families  as  should  be  sick  or  needy,  &c.  and  to 
pay  the  interest  of  the  said  100/.  yearly  to  the  churchwarden  and  overseer  for 
the  time  being  in  Harwood,  to  be  distributed  by  them  as  directed  by  the  will  of 
Samuel  Brooks ; and  it  was  declared  that  the  said  sums  of  money  should  from 
time  to  time  be  transferred  to  such  persons,  and  at  such  time  as  by  the  said 
trustees,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  his  executors,  &c.  should  be 
thought  meet ; and  that  successively  there  should  be  nominated  nine  trustees, 
and  that  the  persons  so  electing  should  be  trustees  with  those  elected.  And  it 
was  further  agreed  that  the  said  Arthur  Bromiley  and  Thomas  Davenport  should 
be  equally  concerned  with  the  new-elected  trustees  in  the  management  of  the 
trust-monies. 

The  deed  from  whence  the  preceding  abstract  was  taken  was  produced  to  us 
by  William  Heys,  overseer  of  Harwood.  He  also  produced  an  old  overseer’s 
book,  beginning  in  1715,  in  which  are  entered  several  accounts  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  50  s.  as  the  produce  of  Mr.  Goodwin’s  charity,  the  first  account  being  in 
1715,  and  the  last  in  1732.  The  same  book  also  contains  several  accounts  of 
the  distribution  of  5 /.  as  the  yearly  produce  of  Brooks’s  charity.  The  earliest 
of  these  accounts  is  for  the  year  1724,  and  the  last  in  1731.  The  book 
contains  the  overseer’s  accounts  down  to  the  year  1770>  but  no  account  of  the 
distribution  of  any  charity  later  than  1732. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  further  trace  of  the  existence  of  these 
charities. 


Harwood. 

Coodwin’s  and 
Brooks’s  Charity  7 
continued. 

( / 


TOWNSHIP  OF  DARCY  LEVER. 


Brownlow’s  and  other  Charities. 

This  township  is  entitled  to  one  eighth  of  the  yearly  produce  of  Brownlow’s 
charity,  the  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in  a subsequent  part  of  this 
Report,  under  the  head  of  the  Township  of  Tonge-with-Haulgh  ; and  also  to 
a portion  of  Gosnell’s  charity,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  already 
stated  amongst  the  charities  for  the  parish  of  Bolton. 


Darcy  Lever. 

Brownlow’s 
and  other  Charities. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  LITTLE  LEVER. 

School. 

By  Indenture  of  Feoffment,  bearing  date  5th  July  1736,  between  the  Rev.  Little  Lever. 

Eleazer  Heywood,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Andrews,  and  six  others,  of  the  ; 

other  part,  the  said  Eleazer  Heywood  conveyed  to  the  said  John  Andrews  and  ' Scb°o1* 
others,  and  their  heirs,  a parcel  of  land  in  the  north-west  corner  of  a close  in 
Little  Lever,  called  the  Cross  Field,  containing  in  length  25  yards,  and  in 
breadth  12  yards,  on  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  profits  thereof  to  such  uses,  within 
Little  Lever,  as  they  should  think  fit  and  convenient;  and  it  was  declared  that 
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new  elections  of  trustees  within  Little  Lever  and  Darcy  Lever  should  from, 
time  to  time  be  made  whenever  the  trustees  should  think  fit. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  24th  and  25th  April  1760, 
whereby  John  Mason,  the  then  surviving  trustee,  conveyed  the  premises  above 
mentioned  to  new  trustees,  it  is  recited  that  a school  had  been  subsequently 
erected  on  part  of  the  said  ground,  in  order  that  the  children  in  and  about 
Little  Lever  might  be  there  instructed  to  read. 

By  Indenture  bearing  date  in  1798,  John  Fletcher,  James  Lomax,  John 
Mills,  and  John  Lomax,  the  surviving  trustees  named  in  the  preceding- 
indenture,  conveyed  the  said  premises  to  Matthew  Fletcher,  Ralph  Fletcher, 
Benjamin  Rawson,  Adam  Fletcher,  Matthew  Fletcher,  of  Darcy  Lever,  James 
Lomax,  Joseph  Crompton,  Samuel  Heywood,  Samuel  Heywood  the  younger, 
John  Grundy,  and  Joseph  Pilkington,  upon  the  same  trusts. 

The  premises  comprised  in  the  foregoing  deeds  consist  of  a school  and 
dwelling-house  for  the  master,  which  were  originally  built  and  have  been  subse- 
quently improved  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  also  a small  garden  and 
play-ground.  They  are  held  by  the  schoolmaster  rent-free,  and  in  respect 
thereof  he  teaches  six  children  of  Little  Lever  in  reading  and  writing  without 
any  charge.  None  of  the  trustees  appear  to  have  interfered  with  respect  to 
this  school  except  Ralph  Fletcher,  esq.,  who  has  also  paid  to  the  master  a 
portion  of  the  produce  of  Gosnell’s  charity  before  mentioned,  which  ought  to 
have  been  distributed  to  the  poor. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  LOSTOCK. 

Chewmoor  School. 

By  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  for  the  inclosure  of  Chewmoor,  in  this  town- 
ship, 47  G.  3,  sess.  2,  cap.  26,  it  was  enacted,  that  the  commissioners  should 
set  out  a plot  of  land,  containing  two  acres,  Cheshire-measure,  to  the  vicar  of 
Bolton,  the  vicar  of  Dean,  and  the  curate  of  West  Houghton,  and  their 
successors,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  apply  the  clear  rents  and  profits  thereof 
for  the  benefit  of  a schoolmaster  to  be  employed  in  the  instruction  of  children, 
and  its  immediate  neighbourhood,  in  the  English  language,  and  in  reading 
the  Bible,  and  learning  the  precepts  of  the  Christian  religion,  subject  to 
such  rules  as  the  said  trustees  for  the  time  being  should  think  proper  to 
adopt  for  the  ordering  and  management  thereof ; and  which  trustees  should  have 
full  power  to  elect  or  displace  the  schoolmaster  at  their  will  and  pleasure. 

An  allotment  was  accordingly  set  out,  containing  two  acres,  at  eight  yards  to 
the  perch,  and  a school  and  dwelling-house  were  built  thereon  soon  after  the 
period  of  the  inclosure  : the  expenses  were  principally  defrayed  by  subscription  ; 
but  when  the  first  schoolmaster  was  appointed  there  was  a deficiency  of  30  /., 
which  he  undertook  to  pay,  upon  an  agreement  that  when  he  died,  or  left  the 
school,  it  should  be  repaid.  After  his  death,  when  the  present  master  was 
appointed  by  the  trustees  above  mentioned,  he  was  called  upon  to  pay  30/. 
to  the  widow  of  his  predecessor ; and  to  provide  for  this  payment,  he  borrowed 
from  his  uncle,  Nathaniel  Green,  30/.,  and  also  20/.  to  put  the  school  and 
school-house  into  repair.  A11  agreement  was  drawn  up,  with  the  consent  of 
the  schoolmaster,  between  the  trustees  and  the  said  Nathaniel  Green,  that  the 
latter  should  hold  the  land,  exclusive  of  what  was  occupied  by  buildings,  until 
he  was  repaid  the  sum  of  50/.  and  interest.  The  schoolmaster  now  holds 
the  land  under  Nathaniel  Green,  and  pays  him  7 /•  10$.  a year,  which  is  taken 
as  in  part-payment  of  the  principal  and  interest.  There  was  at  the  time  of  our 
Inquiry  17/.  remaining  due. 

The  master  has  about  30  children  in  the  school,  but  no  free-scholars  are  at 
present  appointed. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  RIVINGTON. 

Free  Grammar-sciiool. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  Letters  Patent,  bearing  date  13th  May,  in  the  18th 
year  of  her  reign,  on  the  petition  of  James  (Pilkington),  Bishop  of  Durham, 
on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  or  hamlet  of  Rovington,  alias  Ryving- 
ton,  in  the  parish  of  Bolton-le-Moors,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  and  in  the 
diocese  of  Chester,  for  a grammar-school  there  to  be  erected  and  established 
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for  ever,  for  the  perpetual  education  and  instruction  of  boys  and  youth  of  the 
said  town  or  hamlet,  and  other  neighbouring  towns  and  hamlets,  and  of  other 
faithful  and  liege  subjects  whomsoever,  granted  that  there  should  be  from 
thenceforth  a grammar-school  in  the  said  town  or  hamlet  of  Rovington  alias 
Ryvington,  which  should  be  called  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, for  the  education  and  instruction  of  boys  and  youth  in  grammar,  and 
other  good  literature,  to  continue  for  all  future  times  ; and  she  founded  and 
established  such  school  to  continue  for  ever,  having  one  master  and  one  under- 
master ; and  that  her  intention  might  the  better  take  effect,  and  that  the  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  revenues  and  other  things  to  be  granted  for  the  support  of 
the  said  school,  might  be  the  better  governed,  she  granted  that  there  should  be 
for  ever  thereafter,  within  the  town  or  hamlet  aforesaid,  or  within  the  towns 
or  hamlets  next  adjoining,  six  men  of  the  more  discreet  and  upright  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  towns  and  hamlets  for  the  time  being,  who  should  be  and 
should  be  called  Governors  of  the  Possessions,  Revenues,  and  Goods  of  the 
Free  Grammar  School  of  Queen  Elizabeth  in  Rovington  alias  Ryvington,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster  ; and  to  that  end  she  nominated  and  constituted  Thomas 
Asshawe,  esq.,  George  Pilkington,  esq.,  Thomas  Shawe,  gentleman,  Richard 
Revington,  John  Greene,  and  Ralph  Whittell,  the  first  governors,  to  execute  and 
hold  the  said  office  so  long  as  they  should  behave  themselves  well  and  faith- 
fully towards  the  said  school ; and  that  the  same  governors  should  be  a body 
corporate  by  the  name  aforesaid,  and  that  they  should  have  perpetual  succes- 
sion, and  the  usual  powers  of  suing  and  being  sued,  and  should  be  capable  in 
law  of  taking  to  themselves  and  their  successors,  manors,  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments,  goods  and  chattels  ; and  it  was  ordained,  that  whenever  and  as 
often  as  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  six  governors  for  the  time  being  should  die, 
or  should  inhabit  or  depart  with  his  or  their  family  out  of  the  town  or  hamlet  of 
Rovington,  and  the  other  towns  and  hamlets  next  adjoining,  or  for  their  demerits 
or  offences  should  be  removed  from  the  said  office,  it  should  be  lawful  for  all  the 
other  governors  surviving  and  abiding  with  their  families  within  the  town  and 
hamlet  of  Rovington,  and  the  other  towns  and  hamlets  next  adjoining,  to 
choose  and  take  to  themselves  eight  other  of  the  more  discreet,  honest  and 
learned  inhabitants  of  the  towns  aforesaid,  who  with  the  aforesaid  governors,  and 
the  master  of  the  school  should,  choose  and  nominate  to  the  vacant  office  of 
governor  some  other  fit  person  or  persons  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and 
hamlet  of  Rovington,  and  other  towns  and  hamlets  next  adjoining,  and  that  he 
or  they  should  be  taken  as  elected  whom  all  or  the  major  part  of  them  should 
think  eligible  ; and  it  was  directed  that  this  election  should  always  take  place 
within  one  month  next  following  the  vacancy  of  any  of  the  said  governors, 
and  that  it  should  be  finished  on  the  same  day  on  which  it  should  be  begun  ; 
but  that  if  such  election  should  not  take  place,  he  should  be  taken  as  elected 
whom  the  said  James  then  Bishop  of  Durham  should  think  fit,  and  after  his 
death,  such  person  as  the  master  of  St.  John’s  College  in  Cambridge,  with  the 
consent  of  two  of  the  aforesaid  governors,  should  nominate,  provided  he  who 
should  be  so  appointed  should  live  within  the  towns  aforesaid  : And  it  was  fur- 
ther granted,  that  whenever  the  office  of  master  should  be  vacant  in  the  said 
school,  the  said  governors,  or  the  major  part  of  them  for  the  time  being,  should 
have  full  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time  to  elect,  and  under  their  com- 
mon seal  present,  two  fit  men,  learned  and  skilled,  and  who  should  have  studied 
in  one  or  other  of  the  Universities  four  or  three  years  at  the  least,  and  should 
have  made  good  proficiency  in  good  literature,  to  the  said  James  then  Bishop 
of  Durham,  and  after  his  death  to  the  master  and  seniors  of  St.  John’s  Col- 
lege, Cambridge,  and  that  he  whom  the  said  bishop,  and  after  his  death,  the 
master  of  the  aforesaid  college,  with  the  consent  of  the  seniors  of  the  said 
college,  should  point  out  as  the  most  fit,  should  be  master  of  the  said  school  so 
long  as  he  should  behave  well  in  his  office,  but  that  such  election  should  always 
take  place  within  six  weeks  after  the  office  of  master  should  happen  to  be 
vacant ; and  that  if  the  election  of  a master  should  not  take  place  as  aforesaid, 
it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  James,  Bishop  of  Durham,  to  nominate  and 
admit  whomever  he  would,  being  a fit  person,  to  be  master  of  the  said  school, 
and  that  after  his  death  the  same  should  be  allowed  to  the  master  and  seniors 
of  the  aforesaid  college,  provided  that  he  who  should  be  so  appointed  should 
have  studied  three  years  at  the  least  in  one  or  other  of  the  Universities,  and 
.should  have  made  good  proficiency  in  literature,  and  should  be  of  good  morals  ; 
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and  the  power  of  appointing  and  admitting  an  under-master  of  the  said  school 
was  given  to  the  said  governors,  provided  that  they  should  do  so  within  one 
month  after  the  place  should  be  vacant,  and  should  notify  whom  they  should 
have  nominated  sufficiently  learned  for  that  purpose  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham, 
or  the  Bishop  of  Chester  for  the  time  being,  and  if  they  should  not  do  so,  that 
such  person  should  be  under-master  as  either  of  the  said  bishops  should  think 
fit  to  be  chosen  and  appointed  ; and  that  the  said  governors  and  their  succes- 
sors should  from  time  to  time  have  power  to  make  good  and  wholesome  statutes 
in  writing,  touching  the  government,  order  and  direction  of  the  master  and 
under-master,  and  of  the  scholars  of  the  free-school  aforesaid,  and  the  stipends 
and  salaries  of  the  said  master  and  under-master,  and  all  other  things  whatever 
concerning  the  said  free-school,  and  the  order  and  disposition  of  the  revenues 
and  goods  appointed  and  to  be  appointed  for  the  support  thereof,  provided 
such  statutes,  &c.  should  not  be  contrary  to  those  in  the  said  letters  patent 
specified,  and  should  be  approved  by  the  said  James,  Bishop  of  Durham,  and 
after  his  death,  by  the  master  and  seniors  of  the  aforesaid  college ; and  for  the 
faithful  observance  of  the  said  statutes,  &c.  she  directed  that  every  person  there- 
after to  be  nominated,  chosen  and  presented  to  the  office  of  governor  of  the 
said  school,  or  to  the  office  of  master  and  under-master  of  the  same,  before  he 
should  be  admitted  to  his  office  should  take  his  corporal  oath  before  the  then 
Bishop  of  Durham,  and  after  his  death,  before  the  rest  of  the  governors  of  the 
said  school,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  aforesaid,  on  the  next  Sunday  after 
the  election,  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  his  office;  and  for  the  better  support 
of  the  said  school  she  granted  to  the  said  governors  and  their  successors  spe- 
cial license,  and  free  power  and  authority,  to  hold,  receive  and  purchase  to 
themselves  and  their  successors,  of  any  persons  whatsoever,  any  manors,  mes- 
suages, lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  whatsoever,  in  England,  not  exceed- 
ing the  clear  yearly  value  of  30/.,  not  held  in  capite,  or  with  any  service,  not- 
withstanding any  statutes  to  the  contrary.  The  said  letters  patent  also  contain 
a license  to  the  inhabitants  of  Rivington,  Anglezark,  Helmshawes,  and  Foldes, 
to  provide  a curate  or  minister  to  perform  Divine  Service,  and  all  rights  of 
marriage,  baptism  and  burial,  in  the  chapel  in  Rivington. 

From  the  license  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Rivington,  Anglezark, 
Helmeshawes,  and  Foldes,  these  towns  have  acquired  the  title  of  “ The  Cor- 
poration and  the  governors  being  eligible,  according  to  the  letters  patent 
from  the  town  of  Rivington,  and  the  towns  and  hamlets  adjoining,  this  descrip- 
tion is  considered  as  comprising  the  towns  of  the  corporation,  and  also  the 
townships  of  Anderton,  in  the  parish  of  Standish,  and  Horwich,  in  the  parish 
of  Bolton. 

The  following  statutes  were  made  for  the  government  of  this  school,  and 
signed  by  the  founder  : 

Cap.  1.  That  a spokesman  should  be  chosen  yearly,  who  should  call  the 
governors  together  to  debate  of  all  school-business.  That  whatever  four 
governors  should  agree  to  should  be  good,  and  obeyed  of  all  the  rest. 

2.  That  an  oath  should  be  taken  by  the  spokesman  to  observe  the  statutes 
made  by  the  consent  of  the  governors,  and  allowed  by  James  Pilkington,  Bishop 
of  Durham.  That  every  governor  who  should  not  attend  when  summoned, 
should  forfeit  2 s.,  except  for  cause  allowed;  and  it  is  expressed,  that  it  was 
wished  that  all  the  meetings,  if  it  might  be,  should  be  in  the  church.  That 
before  the  choosing  any  officers,  the  statute  relating  to  such  officers  should  be 
read,  and  an  oath  taken  by  the  governors. 

3.  That  father  and  son  should  not  be  governors  together,  nor  two  brothers, 
“nor  gentlemen  more  than  three,”  nor  more  than  two  of  any  one  town,  nor  any 
dwelling  out  of  the  towns  appointed.  That  neither  the  schoolmaster,  usher,  or 
curate,  should  be  a governor,  but  that  their  advice  might  be  taken,  and  that  of 
other  honest  neighbours.  That  none  should  be  chosen  a governor  but  he  that 
should  be  sober,  wise,  discreet,  a favourer  of  God’s  word,  and  professor  of 
pure  religion,  and  a hater  of  all  false  doctrine,  popish  superstition  and  idolatry, 
and  that  he  must  be  chosen  within  one  month  after  a vacancy,  or  else  that  the 
governors  should  lose  their  election.  That  the  governors  should  take  unto 
them,  at  every  election  of  governor,  the  schoolmaster,  usher,  and  one  of  the 
discreetest  men  dwelling  in  each  of  the  towns  aforesaid  ; and  that  he  who 
should  have  most  voices  should  be  chosen  ; and  that  an  oath,  in  the  form 
afterwards  prescribed,  should  be  taken  by  every  person  voting.  That  if  the 
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governors  should  not  agree  before  sunset,  the  master  of  St.  John’s  College,  with 
two  of  the  governors  consenting,  should  nominate,  by  letter,  some  one  to  be 
a governor,  so  that  he  should  be  of  the  towns  aforesaid.  That  whoever  should 
refuse  to  take  the  oath  therein  prescribed  for  a person  who  should  be  elected 
governor,  should  lose  his  place,  except  he  should  show  manifest  tokens  of  v. 
repentance.  That  no  governor  should  be  chosen  master  or  usher  except  he 
should  cease  to  be  a governor,  and  that  any  governor  removing  out  of  the  six 
towns  should  cease  to  be  a governor. 

4.  That  if  the  governors  should  neglect  to  remove  a schoolmaster  that  should 
not  do  his  duty  diligently  in  teaching  the  scholars,  the  master  and  seniors  of 
Saint  John’s  College  should  have  full  liberty  to  appoint  another  able  man 
to  be  schoolmaster  there ; likewise  if  they  should  bear  with  the  faults  and 
negligence  of  the  usher,  and  place  not  a better  in  his  stead,  that  the  Bishop 
of  Durham  or  Chester  might  place  a better,  which  of  them  soever  would 
first  do  it.  That  the  schoolmaster  should  be  no  gamester,  &c.,  that  he  should 
resort  to  common  prayers  and  the  church  at  appointed  times,  and  not  teach  any 
thing  contrary  to  the  Holy  Scriptures.  That  the  governors  should  admonish, 
and,  if  necessary,  remove  him  alter  six  months  warning.  That  when  any  learned 
man  should  come  to  the  church  the  governors  should  desire  him  to  examine  the 
master  and  scholars.  That  on  one  day  in  the  first  week  in  every  quarter  the 
governors  should  come  jointly  to  the  school,  and  examine  the  scholars,  and 
reward  the  best ; but  if  they  should  find  any  not  given  to  prayer,  nor  resorting 
to  the  church,  they  should  punish  them.  That  a register  should  be  kept,  and 
the  names  of  all  the  scholars  entered  therein. 

5.  That  every  scholar  before  he  should  come  out  of  his  chamber  should  pray 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  according  to  a form  of  prayer 
therein  given,  and  should  repeat  the  25th  Psalm,  the  Creed,  and  the  Lord’s 
Prayer:  there  is  also  given  a form  of  prayer  to  be  used  in  the  middle  of  the 
day,  and  one  to  be  used  in  the  evening.  That  every  scholar  on  entrance  should 
pay  for  the  entering  his  name  one  penny  to  the  usher  if  taught  under  the  usher,  or 
two  pence  to  the  master  if  taught  under  him ; but  that  if  a scholar  should  be  rich, 
and  dwelling  out  of  the  six  towns,  the  entrance-money  might  be  doubled,  or 
more,  if  the  governors  should  think  fit,  for  increasing  the  wages  of  the  master 
and  usher.  That  the  scholars  should  go  to  and  from  the  church  two  and  two 
quietly,  and  carry  with  them  the  Psalter  and  New  Testament,  and  that  they 
should  be  examined  the  next  day  as  to  what  they  should  have  heard  in 
church. 

6.  That  each  governor  in  his  turn  for  the  year  should  take  charge  of  the 
school-property,  should  receive  the  rents,  and  pay  the  schoolmaster  and  usher; 
and  that  he  should  render  an  account  twice  in  the  year  to  the  other  governors. 
That  a strong  chest  should  be  kept  in  the  church,  with  three  locks,  containing 
the  register-book,  orders,  &c.  That  if  the  rents  should  not  be  sufficient  to  pay 
the  schoolmaster  and  usher,  the  governors  might  take  4 c?.  a quarter  from  the 
children  born  in  the  six  towns,  if  taught  under  the  usher,  and  8 <7.  if  taught 
under  the  master,  and  from  other  children  6 d.  and  Is.,  but  that  in  no  other 
case  any  thing  should  be  taken:  And  that  if  the  rents  should  not  exceed  20/. 
yearly  for  the  master,  nothing  should  be  given  to  the  curate  out  of  it  except 
he  should  be  usher  also,  which  it  is  expressed  was  not  to  be  wished ; but  if 
they  should  exceed  20/.,  and  the  master  and  usher  should  be  content  with  20/. 
between  them,  then  the  governors  might  bestow  part  of  the  residue  on  the 
curate,  or  any  other  person,  so  that  he  should  be  able  and  should  diligently 
teach  a writing  or  a song-school,  stating  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  a teacher 
both  of  song  and  writing,  for  a time  at  least,  and  that  the  governors  would  do 
well  to  procure  such  an  one.  That  a common  seal  should  be  kept  in  a small 
chest  within  the  other,  together  with  the  Queen’s  grant ; that  the  seal  should 
never  be  affixed  unless  four  governors  should  agree ; and  that  in  case  of  sale 
of  any  lands,  all  the  six  governors  should  agree,  and  that  they  should  buy 
as  much  or  more  lands  than  they  sold,  and  that  with  the  advice  of  six  other 
discreet  persons,  chosen  as  aforesaid.  That  copies  should  be  kept  of  all 
writings  to  which  the  seal  should  be  affixed,  and  entered  in  the  register-book. 
That  the  governors  should  not  grant  leases  for  more  than  21  years,  or  three 
lives,  nor  renew  any  lease  until  within  four  years  of  the  expiration  of  the 
old  one. 
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7 . That  the  schoolmaster  should  be  chosen  within  six  weeks  after  a vacancy, 
or  that  the  governors  should  lose  their  choice  for  that  time,  and  the  master  and 
seniors  of  St.  John’s  College,  in  Cambridge,  should  appoint,  provided  the  person 
should  be  qualified  according  to  the  letters  patent.  That  the  governors  should  spy 

J out  two  persons,  honest  men  and  good  scholars,  that  should  have  been  at  one  or 
both  of  the  Universities  four  years,  and  should  have  taken  degrees  there,  and 
be  of  the  age  of  24  years  at  the  least,  and  have  good  testimony  from  their  col- 
lege of  their  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongue,  and  other  good 
learning,  and  lovers  of  pure  religion,  and  haters  of  popery  and  superstition,  and 
would  seek  the  hope  of  salvation,  and  sound  doctrine  only  out  of  the  Holy 
Bible,  and  should  present  them  by  writing  under  their  common  seal  to  the 
master  and  seniors  of  Saint  John’s  College,  Cambridge,  and  that  he  whom  they 
should  choose  and  appoint,  after  having  duly  examined  them,  should  be  school- 
master. That  the  appointment  of  the  usher  should  be  within  one  month,  and 
that  he  should  be  presented  by  the  governors,  under  their  common  seal,  to  the 
Bishop  of  Durham  or  Chester  for  the  time  being;  and  that,  if  either  of  the 
bishops,  whichever  should  be  first  required,  should  after  having  examined  him 
find  him  sufficient  and  meet,  he  should  be  admitted,  but  if  the  governors  should 
not  within  one  month  present  an  able  man,  in  such  case  whichever  of  the  afore- 
said bishops  would  first,  might  put  another  able  man,  whom  he  would,  to  be 
usher  there;  and  as  to  both  these  elections,  it  stated  that  it  would  be  meet  that 
the  governors  should  take  the  advice  of  the  most  learned  and  best  acquainted 
men  in  the  Universities,  that  so  they  might  learn  who  should  be  most  meet  to  be 
named  thereto.  That  the  usher  should  be  of  honest  life  and  good  name,  able 
in  learning  and  painful  in  teaching  of  good  religion  and  doctrine,  as  well  as  the 
master.  There  is  then  given  a form  of  oath  to  be  taken  by  all  such  as  should 
give  any  voice  in  the  choosing  of  a schoolmaster  or  usher,  and  of  an  oath  to  be 
taken  by  the  schoolmaster  or  usher.  That  neither  schoolmaster  nor  usher  should 
be  one  of  the  governors,  nor  should  the  schoolmaster  be  curate  of  the  church, 
except  in  great  need,  but  that  if  their  advice  or  help  should  be  required  they 
should  give  their  counsel  and  assistance. 

8.  The  eighth  chapter  contains  directions  for  the  school-hours,  holidays,  &c. 
and  as  to  the  forms  of  prayer  to  be  used  in  the  school,  which  it  was  directed 
should  be  taken  from  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  or  according  to  the  forms 
set  forth  in  the  said  statutes. 

9.  After  stating  that  it  was  to  be  wished  that  none  should  be  admitted  to  the 
school  but  such  as  should  be  able  to  read,  it  was  directed,  that  in  great  need  the 
usher  should  teach  such  to  read  and  say  the  short  Catechism  in  English  as  had 
not  learnt  it ; that  others  that  could  read  and  say  it,  should  enter  into  the 
English  grammar,  and  rules  commonly  called  the  King’s  grammar;  and  this 
statute  contains  other  directions  as  to  the  books  to  be  read  by  the  scholars 
under  the  usher. 

10.  The  tenth  chapter  contains  directions  as  to  the  books  to  be  used  by  the 
master,  and  the  course  of  education  to  be  adopted,  and  amongst  other  things  it 
is  directed  that  on  certain  days  the  master  should  read  Mr.  Nowell’s  or  Calvin’s 
catechism,  taught  in  Calvin’s  institutions,  that  the  eldest  sort  should  learn  it  by 
heart,  and  be  examined  therein  the  following  day  ; that  the  elder  sort  that  were 
ready  to  be  ministers  should  be  diligently  practised  and  perfected  in  Calvin’s 
catechism  and  institutions,  and  the  New  Testament,  which  the  master  should 
declare  unto  them,  and  especially  the  Epistles  to  Timothy  ; and  that  once 
every  year,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  death  of  the  founder,  the  scholars  should 
have  liberty  to  play,  and  that  the  schoolmaster  should  on  that  day,  openly  in  the 
school,  or  rather  the  next  holy-day  in  the  church,  whichever  the  governors  should 
appoint,  make  some  exhortation  to  praise  God  for  his  fatherly  providence,  which 
stirred  some  to  provide  means  for  posterity  to  be  brought  up  in  learning,  and 
the  fear  of  God,  and  should  further  declare  the  comfortable  hope  of  the  last 
Resurrection. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  6th  September  1574,  (as  appears  from  a copy 
thereof  kept  with  the  documents  belonging  to  the  school,)  between  James  Pil- 
kington,  Bishop  of  Durham,  of  the  one  part,  and  Thomas  Asshawe,  and  others, 
governors  of  the  free  grammar-school  of  Rivington,  of  the  other  part,  the  said 
bishop  granted  to  the  said  governors,  and  their  successors,  an  annual  rent  of 
Gl.  13  s.  4 d.  payable  on  Whit-Sundav  and  the  feast  of  Saint  Martin,  issuing 
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out  of  certain  lands  and  tenements  of  Christopher  Lewen,  in  Hetton-le-Hole,  in 
the  county  of  Durham  ; and  another  annual  rent  of  6/.  13  s.  4c/.,  issuing  out  of 
certain  lands  of  George  Middleton,  in  Silksworth,  in  the  said  county  of  Durham, 
to  be  employed  from  time  to  time  for  the  stipend  and  wage  of  the  master  of 
the  said  free  grammar-school,  and  for  such  other  uses  as  declared  in  a book  of 
ordinances  made  by  the  consent  of  the  said  governors,  and  allowed  by  the  said 
bishop,  where  unto  he  had  put  his  hand  and  seal ; and  it  was  provided,  that  if 
the  said  grammar-school  should  be  removed  out  of  Rivington,  or  if  the  gover- 
nors should  not  observe  the  statutes  above  mentioned,  or  if  the  said  rents  should 
be  converted  to  any  other  use  to  the  hurt  of  the  said  schoolmaster,  the  said 
bishop  and  his  heirs  might  receive  and  take  the  same  to  their  own  use  until  such 
time  as  the  default  and  abuse  should  be  reformed,  and  the  said  statutes  well 
observed  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  bishop  had  promised  to  purchase  in  the 
name  of  George  Pilkington,  one  of  the  governors,  and  of  one  Christopher  An- 
derton,  certain  lands  and  tenements  in  Rivington  and  Heath  Charnock,  out  of 
which  lands,  by  the  appointment  of  the  said  bishop,  a yearly  rent  of  53  s.  4</. 
was  granted  by  the  said  George  Pilkington  to  the  said  governors ; and  further, 
that  the  said  bishop  had  given  certain  lands  in  the  county  of  Durham  of  the 
value  of  10/.  or  more  to  the  said  governors,  for  the  further  support  of  the  said 
school,  especially  for  the  wrages  of  the  usher,  as  by  the  court-rolls  would  appear ; 
It  was  agreed  by  the  said  governors  that  they  would  yearly  bestow  out  of  the 
said  rents,  and  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  lands,  so  much  as  should  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  bishop  to  the  schoolmaster  towards  his  salary,  and  would 
pay  the  residue  to  the  usher  for  the  time  being,  or  other  uses  for  the  said  school, 
according  to  the  said  statutes. 

The  rent  of  53s.  4>d.  which  in  the  above-abstracted  indenture  is  stated  to 
have  been  granted  to  the  governors  by  the  appointment  of  the  founder,  appears 
to  have  been  settled  upon  them  in  1586,  when  by  deed-poll,  bearing  date 
2d  April  in  that  year,  Robert  Pilkington,  son  and  heir  apparent  of  George 
Pilkington,  in  consideration  of  361.  granted  to  George  Pilkington  and  others, 
governors  of  the  free  grammar-school  of  Rivington,  and  their  successors,  an 


annual  rent  of  4 marks  out  of  all  his  messuages,  lands,  &c.  in 


Rivington 


and 


Heath  Charnock,  to  be  paid  at  the  feast  of  Saint  Margaret  the  Virgin,  and  the 
nativity  of  our  Lord,  at  the  south  door  of  Rivington  Church,  between  the  hours 
of  9 and  11  in  the  forenoon. 

The  whole  of  the  property  originally  granted  for  the  endowment  of  the  school, 
except  the  school  itself,  appears  to  have  been  enumerated  in  the  foregoing  in- 
denture of  1574,  and  to  have  consisted  of  the  two  rents  of  61.  1 3s.  4fd.  each 
issuing  out  of  lands  in  the  county  of  Durham,  the  rent  of  2/.  13s.  4 d.  issuing 
out  of  lands  in  Rivington  and  Heath  Charnock,  and  certain  copyhold  premises 
in  the  county  of  Durham.  One  of  the  rents  of  61.  13s.  4t/.,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  copyhold  premises,  have  been  subsequently  sold,  and  the  proceeds 
have  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of' other  premises  much  to  the  advantage  of 
the  charity. 

In  1823  the  governors  obtained  Letters  Patent,  bearing  date  20th  June, 
3 Geo.  IV.,  whereby,  reciting  that  by  the  Letters  Patent  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
the  governors  wrere  empowered  to  take  and  receive  lands  and  tenements  not 
exceeding  the  clear  yearly  value  of  30/.  ; and  that  soon  after  the  date  of  the 
said  letters  patent  several  estates,  then  under  the  annual  value  of  30/.,  were 
conveyed  to  the  then  governors  ; that  the  said  governors  had  made  certain 
statutes  according  to  the  powers  given  to  them,  whereby  amongst  other  things 
it  was  ordered,  that  they  should  not  seal  any  thing  with  their  common  seal 
except  four  of  the  governors  at  least  should  agree  to  it ; and  that  if  it  wTere  for 
putting  away  any  lands,  they  should  not  seal  without  the  consent  of  all  the  six 
governors,  and  only  on  condition  that  they  should  buy  as  much  good  land  as 
they  should  put  away,  or  better,  and  that  not  without  the  advice  of  six  other 
of  the  discreetest  men  living  in  the  corporation,  or  the  other  towns  next 
adjoining.  And  further  reciting,  that  the  lands  originally  granted  to  the 
governors  were  much  increased  in  value,  and  that  they  had  lately  sold  part  of 
the  lands  in  the  county  of  Durham,  and  had  2,994/.  then  in  their  hands  on 
account  of  such  sales;  and  that  in  order  to  re-invest  the  same  according  to  the 
statutes,  they  had  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  another  estate  in  the  township 
of  Wheelton,  a few  miles  distant  from  the  said  school,  for  the  sum  of  3,000/. ; 
Rep.  19.  C c 3 that 
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that  the  lands  remaining  unsold  belonging  to  the  school  were  then  under  the 
annual  value  of  230/. ; and  that  the  estate  contracted  for  was  under  the  value 
of  150/. ; that  they  had  been  induced  to  sell  part  of  the  lands  aforesaid  from 
having  a good  price  offered  for  them,  considering  it  more  advantageous  to 
purchase  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  school ; and  that  for  the  same 
reasons  it  was  probable  that  they  should  be  induced  to  sell  the  remaining  lands 
in  the  said  county  of  Durham,  and  purchase  others  not  far  distant  from  the 
school ; but  that  the  governors  had  no  other  license  for  purchasing  and  holding 
lands  in  mortmain  than  what  was  contained  in  the  said  letters  patent  of  Queen 
Elizabeth ; and  that  they  therefore  prayed  for  a remission  of  any  forfeitures 
which  they  might  have  incurred,  and  for  license  to  hold  the  lands  theretofore 
conveyed  to  them,  and  to  purchase  other  lands,  so  that  the  whole  should  not 
exceed  the  annual  value  of  400/;  His  said  Majesty  granted  to  the  said  gover- 
nors that  all  forfeitures  should  be  remitted  to  them  which  had  or  might  accrue 
by  the  reasons  aforesaid ; and  also  granted  to  them  and  their  successors 
license  to  hold  in  mortmain  the  said  lands  conveyed  to  their  predecessors  as 
aforesaid,  and  to  dispose  of  the  same,  and  with  the  money  arising  from  the  sale 
thereof,  and  from  the  lands  already  sold,  to  purchase  and  hold  in  mortmain  to 
the  use  of  the  said  governors  and  their  successors  any  other  lands,  tenements 
or  hereditaments,  provided  that  the  whole  should  not  exceed  the  yearly  value 
of  400/. 

The  following  Tables  will  show  what  premises  have  been  sold  by  the 
governors,  and  how  the  proceeds  thereof  have  been  disposed  of. 


PREMISES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OE  DURHAM  SOLD  BY  THE  GOVERNORS. 


When  Sold. 

j 

Name  of  Purchaser. 

| 

Description  of  Premises,  and  Quantity  in 
Statute  Acres. 

For  what  Sum 
sold. 

1794 

William  Woolfall 

Land  called  Thistlewoods,  in  Wol- 

£. 

s. 

d. 

1 

singham,  and  an  Allotment  on 
High  Moor,  containing  altogether 

4A.  2 R. 

170 

- 

- 

1795 

Luke  Brown 

two  cottages  one  garth,  at  Whickham 

80 

- 

- 

1795 

1807 

R.  Hopper  Williamson 
Matthew  Russell,  esq. 

a garth  at  Whickham  - 
three  messuages  and  two  oxgangs  of 
land,  containing  36  acres,  and  two 
closes,  the  one  containing  1 2 acres, 
and  the  other  6 acres  in  Sedgfield 

80 

Contract  "I 

3.324 

- 

- 

made  in  [ 
1810  J 

with  George  Dixon 

Moor-land,  set  out  upon  an  inclosure, 

Surrendered  to  trustees  for  > 
Edward  Hodson,  who 
purchased  of  G.  Dixon 

containing  56  acres,  and  a close  at 

• 

1826 

Copley,  containing  11  acres  in 
Lynesack  and  Softley  - 

662 

- 

- 

1814 

Robert  Page,  esq. 

Premises  called  the  Friths,  containing 
23  acres  at  Heighington 
Rentcharge  of  6/.  13  s.  $d.  issuing  out 

635 

- 

- 

1814 

W.  Robinson,  esq.  - 

of  certain  lands,  &c.  at  Silksworth 

150 

- 

- 

1814 

John  Nicholson 

Cottage  and  garden  at  Wolsingham  - 

60 

- 

1815 

Robert  Surtees,  esq. 

A cottage  and  garden  at  Itedwortb, 

1817 

Christr  Middleton,  esq. 

containing  4 acres  - 

Two  messuages,  and  several  closes 

410 

at  Lynesack  and  Softley,  contain- 
ing 48  A.  37  P.  - 

1,520 

_ 

1818 

Edward  Hodgson 

j Rivington  Copley  allotment  at  Lyne- 

j sack  and  Soltley,  containing  12  a. 

1 R.  - 

372 

- 

- 

1821 

Charles  William  Vane 

a cottage,  garden  and  pasture,  for 

Lord  Stewart 

one  horse  in  Cross  Fines,  at 
Houghton-le-Spring  ... 

250 

1827 

George  Raw  ... 

Several  closes  at  Rough  Side  and 

| Rowley,  containing  13  a.  1 r.  l8r. 

500 

— 

1 £. 

8,213 

- 

- 

In  these  sales,  as  well  as  in  the  purchase  of  other  lands,  the  governors  have 
always  called  in  the  assistance  of  six  persons  chosen  from  Rivington  and  the 
five  adjoining  towns. 
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PREMISES  PURCHASED  BY  THE  GOVERNORS. 


Instrument  of  Conveyance  to  the  Governors. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PREMISES, 
and  Quantity,  in  Statute  Acres. 


By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing 
date  28th  and  29th  January  1807,  between 
Matthew  Russell,  esq.  of  the  first  part,  James 
Ashton,  and  Betty  his  wife,  of  the  second,  the 
said  James  Ashton,  of  the  third,  John  Maling, 
of  the  fourth,  the  Governors,  of  the  fifth,  Robert 
Bolton,  of  the  sixth,  and  John  Pilkington,  of  the 
seventh  part. 

Conveyance  by  George  Yates,  in  1813,  to 
R.  Pilkington  and  C.  Brownlow,  in  trust,  and 
Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date 
12th  and  13th  January  1 8 l 8,  between  Richard 
Pilkington,  of  the  first  part,  C.  Brownlow,  of 
the  second,  the  Governors,  of  the  third,  John 
Ilowarth,  of  the  fourth,  Rev.  N.  Hibbert  and 
others,  the  six  discreet  men,  of  Rivington  and  the 
adjoining  towns,  of  the  fifth  part. 

Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date 
23d  and  24th  November  1814,  between  Jonathan 
Peel,  of  the  first  part,  Thomas  Peel,  and  Dorothy 
his  wife,  of  the  second,  Robert  Bolton,  of  the 
third,  Ralph  Fletcher,  of  the  fourth,  Thomas  and 
William  Crompton,  of  the  fifth,  the  Governors, 
of  the  sixth,  John  Wilson  and  others,  the  six 
discreet  men,  of  the  seventh,  and  William 
Pickering,  of  the  eighth  part. 


Conveyance  by  Henry  Entwistle  to  R.  Pil- 
kington and  C.  Brownlow,  in  trust,  and  In- 
dentures of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date 
14th  and  15th  January  1818,  between  said 
R.  Pilkington,  of  the  first  part,  the  said  C. 
Brownlow,  of  the  second,  the  Governors,  of  the 
third,  John  Howarth,  of  the  fourth,  and  the  Rev. 
N.  Hibbert  and  others,  the  six  discreet  men,  of 
the  fifth  part. 

Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date 
llth  and  12th  July  1827,  between  Ellen  Live- 
sey,  widow,  of  the  first  part,  John  Smith  Daintry, 
and  others,  of  the  second,  Samuel  Bayley,  of  the 
third,  Henry  Livesey,  of  the  fourth,  Thomas 
Livesey,  of  the  fifth,  James  Priestnall,  and 
Anne  his  wife,  of  the  sixth,  Samuel  Whitehead, 
of  the  seventh,  the  Governors,  of  the  eighth, 
and  Richard  Mason  and  otheis,  the  six  discreet 
men,  of  the  ninth  part. 


The  governors  have  also  expended  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  the  following  sums : 

1790  : — In  building  four  houses  and  making  two  gardens  on  premises  which 
were  conveyed  to  them  by  Robert  Andrews,  Esq.  by  indenture  of  feoffment 
bearing  date  22d  December  1789,  by  the  description  of  a plot  of  land,  part  of 
the  south  end  of  a close  called  the  Goose  Key,  in  Rivington,  containing  1,850 
square  yards,  reserving  the  clear  yearly  rent  of  3/.  17  s.  1 id.  with  a covenant 
on  the  part  of  the  governors  to  build  three  or  more  dwelling-houses,  and  to 
keep  up  the  same  so  as  to  be  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  8/. 

1807: — Paid  to  John  Ayre,  as  a consideration  for  giving  up  possession  of  the 
premises  sold  in  that  year,  to  M.  Russell  Esq.  ------ 

Paid  to  the  Rev.  N.  Hibbert,  as  a consideration  for  giving 
Bradley’s  tenement  purchased  in  that  year  by  the  governors 


Tv/o  houses,  with  a barn 
and  outbuildings,  &c.  in  Ri- 
vington, called  Bradley’s  Te- 
nement, containing  63  acres 

Two  houses,  with  a barn, 
out-buildings,  &c.and  18  acres 
of  land  in  Heath  Charnock  - 


A messuage  and  tenement, 
with  appurtenances,  in  Over 
Darwen,  in  the  parish  of 
Blackburn,  called  Bell  Coney, 
and  lands,  containing  in  the 
whole  10  A.  2 R.  12  p.  - 


A messuage  and  tenement 
called  Stamoze,  with  several 
closes,  and  a moss-dole  in 
Turton,  containing  in  the 
whole  22  a.  2 R.  28  p.,  pur- 
chased subject  to  a lease  bear- 
ing date  21st  December  1790, 
granted  by  Isaac  Bolton  to 
Elizabeth  Gledhall,  for  a term 
of  999  years,  at  the  rent  of 
45/.  35/  . - - - 

Two  cottages,  a barn,  and 
several  closes  in  Quarlton, 
called  Barons,  with  an  allot- 
ment on  Edgworth  Moor, 
containing  altogether  10  A. 
1 R.  17  P.  - 


A messuage  called  the  Hole 
House,  and  five  cottages,  with 
a barn,  shippons,  and  seveial 
closes  in  Wheelton,  in  the 
parish  of  Leyland,  containing 
in  the  whole  45  acres  - 
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s.  d. 


1,500  - - 


1,100  - - 


516  - - 


910  - - 


515  ~ ~ 


3,000  - - 


400  - - 


125  - - 


up  possession  of 

200  - — 

£ . 

8,266  — — 

C c 4 


There 


Rivington. 


Free  Grammar 
School, 
continued. 


204  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 


There  is  also  a school  in  Rivington,  consisting  of  a large  room  below,  and 
two  above,  with  a play-ground  adjoining.  It  does  not  appear  by  what  convey- 
ance these  premises  became  vested  in  the  governors.  The  premises  are  in 
good  repair. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  present  state  of  the  Property  from  which 
the  income  of  the  school  is  derived  : 


A rent  issuing  out  of  an  estate  in  Helton-le-Hole,  in  the  county "1 
of  Durham,  belonging  to  Mr.  Lyon  - - - - - -J 


Out  of  premises  called  the  Grutt,  in  Rivington,! 

paid  by  John  Andrews,  a rent  of  -J 

1 - °| 
La'S 

| T3  Z 3 

J G.~  -> 


£. 


d. 


paid  by 

— Higher  Knowle,  in  ditto 

— Lower  Knowle,  in  ditto 


- u 


3 

13 


— Widow  Jolly’s  in  Heath  Charnock,  paid'j 
by  Sir  F.  H.  Stand ish  J 

These  make  up  the  rent  conveyed  to  the  governors  by  the  heir 
of  George  Pilkington  -------- 


Two  acres  of  land  in  the  Clews,  demised  by  Copy  of  Court-Roll, 
bearing  date  loth  June  1777,  to  Joseph  Saunderson,  for  the  lives  of 
William  Dighton,  James  Thompson,  and  John  Garthwaite,  two  of 
whom  are  since  dead,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  - - - - 

These  premises  are  now  held  by Whooler. 

A cottage  and  half  an  acre  of  land,  and  also  a plot  of  common  land, 
containing  3 a.  3 r.  ip;  and  another  plot,  parcel  of  the  South  Moor, 
containing  13  acres,  which  wrere  respectively  allotted  to  the  Governors 
in  respect  of  their  ancient  copyholds.  These  premises  were  demised 
by  Copy  of  Court-Roll,  of  the  same  date,  for  the  same  lives,  to  the 
said  John  Saunderson,  as  trustee  for  William  Hopper,  at  the  rent  of 
These  premises  are  now  held  by Newton. 

A messuage,  with  the  appurtenances,  called  Hill  House,  with  a 
close  called  Cow  Close,  containing  eight  acres  ; another  parcel  of 
land  at  Salterbum  Foot,  called  the  Gill,  containing  eight  acres ; 
also  three  plots  of  land,  containing  respectively  15  acres,  7 r.  2 p,, 
and  19  acres  set  out  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  31  Geo.  2, 
upon  an  inclosure  of  the  commons  in  the  chapelry  of  Hamsterley,  in 
the  manor  of  Wolsingham,  to  George  Surtees,  esquire,  deceased,  in 
respect  of  the  copyhold  premises  in  the  township  of  Lynesack  and 
Softley,  which  he  then  held  by  lease  from  the  governors.  These 
premises  were  demised  to  Robert  Surtees  and  Crosier  Surtees,  their 
heirs,  8cc.,  by  Copy  of  Court-Roll,  bearing  date  18U1  May  1782, 
for  the  lives  of  Robert  Surtees,  son  of  the  said  Crosier,  aged  one 
year,  Dorothy  and  Lucy  Surtees,  daughters  of  the  said  Crosier,  aged 
respectively  nine  and  four  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 

These  premises  are  now  held  by Surtees,  one  of  the  lives 

being  still  in  existence. 

A field  called  Rivington,  on  the  east  side  of  Wolsingham,  let 
under  an  agreement,  bearing  date  4th  October  1825,  to  Emanuel 
Hamilton,  as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  subject  to  be  determined  by 
either  party,  on  giving  six  months  notice,  at  a good  yearly  rent  of  - 
The  above  premises  are  all  copyhold,  and  situate  in  Wolsing- 
ham, in  the  county  of  Durham. 

The  farm  called  Bradley’s  Tenement,  purchased  in  1807,  as  already 
stated.  These  premises  (except  about  twelve  acres  of  woodland, 
statute-measure,  which  are  kept  in  hand)  are  let  to  Roger  Gerard, 
one  of  the  present  governors,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of 

From  the  woodland  poles  are  occasionally  cut  and  sold,  but  the 
proceeds  have  at  present  been  usually  laid  out  in  fencing  and 
draining. 

The  farm  in  Heath  Charnock,  also  purchased  in  1807,  now  let  to 
Thomas  Taylor,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  - - - 

The  farm  called  the  Bell  Coney,  in  Upper  Danven,  purchased  in 
1818,  now  let  to  Richard  Ainsworth,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good 
rent  of  ----------- 

The  farm  called  Stamoze,  in  the  township  of  Turton,  held  by 
Ellen  Gordon  under  the  lease  subject  to  which  it  was  purchased  in 
1814,  at  the  reserved  rent  of  ------- 

The  premises  called  Barons,  purchased  in  1818,  let  to  James  j 
Hutchinson,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  - - - -I 


£.  s.  d. 
6 13  4 


2 13  4 


- 12 


- 13  - 


7 15  - 


3 “ - 


50  - - 


40  - - 


45  3 - 

20  - - 

The 
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The  farm  and  premises  called  Hole  House  are  held  by  Joseph 
Ashwhittle  on  lease  for  a term  of  seven  years  from  May  1827,  granted 
by  the  vendors,  under  the  direction  of  the  governors,  subsequently 
to  the  making  of  the  contract  for  the  purchase  thereof,  but  before  the 
conveyance  was  executed,  at  a good  yearly  rent  of- 

The  four  houses  in  Rivington,  built  in  1790,  with  the  gardens 
belonging  thereto.  One  of  these  houses  is  held  by  the  head  master, 
rent-free  ; another  by  the  usher,  and  a third  by  the  writing-master ; 
these  are  worth  from  4/.  to  8/.  each.  The  other  is  let  to  William 
Simm,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of 


£.  s.  d. 


105  - - 


6 - - 


£. 


308  9 8 
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The  present  governors  of  the  school  are  Robert  Andrews,  esq.,  of  Rivington, 
Richard  Pilkington,  and  his  cousin  John  Pilkington,  of  Horwich,  John  Wilson, 
and  Roger  Gerard,  of  Anglezark,  and  James  Ainsworth,  of  Anderton. 

Whenever  a vacancy  is  occasioned,  either  by  death  or  by  removal  from 
Rivington,  or  the  adjoining  towns,  the  remaining  governors  nominate  six  persons, 
one  from  Rivington,  and  one  from  each  of  the  adjoining  towns,  who  together 
with  the  five  remaining  governors,  and  the  schoolmaster  and  usher,  proceed  to 
the  election  of  a new  governor.  This  election  takes  place  in  the  school  within 
one  month  after  the  vacancy  has  occurred,  and  the  new  governor  is  chosen  from 
one  of  the  towns  above  mentioned.  There  are  never  more  than  two  from  the  same 
town.  The  oath  prescribed  by  the  statutes  is  taken  by  each  of  the  electors 
before  they  proceed  to  the  election,  and  the  new  governor  takes  the  oath 
according  to  the  form  also  prescribed  by  the  statutes,  and  signs  a minute  in 
the  register,  stating  that  he  has  taken  the  oath,  and  paid  2 s.  on  his  election. 

Of  the  present  governors  one  only  is  a member  of  the  Church  of  England, 
two  are  Dissenters,  describing  themselves  as  moderate  Calvinists  of  the  Inde- 
pendent persuasion,  and  the  three  others  are  Unitarians.  It  seems  questionable 
whether  a grammar-school  of  this  description,  founded  and  endowed  by  a Bishop 
of  the  established  church,  under  a Royal  charter,  ought  to  be  left  to  the 
management  and  control  of  governors  who  are  Dissenters.  It  has  been 
suggested,  that  the  founder  was  himself  favourable  to  Calvinistic  principles ; but 
we  apprehend,  that  though  he  directed  books  and  catechisms  of  that  character 
to  be  read  in  the  school,  he  could  not  have  intended  to  sanction  those  opinions 
beyond  what  is  consistent  with  the  articles  of  the  church  of  which  he  was 
a member.  With  respect  to  those  persons  who  profess  themselves  Unitarians,  there 
is  nothing  in  the  statutes  which  can  be  construed  as  showing  that  the  founder 
approved  of  their  tenets  : the  contrary  indeed  appears,  from  many  expressions 
therein,  and  particularly  in  the  form  of  the  oath  directed  to  be  taken  by  the 
electors,  and  which,  in  fact,  all  the  governors  of  this  persuasion  have  taken. 
This  oath  concludes  with  these  words  : “ So  help  me  God  and  his  holy  word, 
and  as  I hope  to  be  saved  by  the  death  and  bloodshed  of  Jesus  Christ,  my  Lord 
and  God.”  The  whole  tenor  of  the  several  oaths  prescribed,  and  of  the  prayers 
to  be  used  in  the  school,  and  the  recommendation  that  the  elections  of  governors, 
and  the  taking  of  the  oaths  should  be  in  the  church,  seem  clearly  to  show  that 
the  founder  did  not  contemplate  a foundation  carried  on  upon  principles 
different  from  those  of  the  Church  of  England  as  it  was  established  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  We  are  informed,  however,  that  a majority  of  the 
governors  have  been  Dissenters  for  a great  number  of  years. 

With  regard  to  the  practical  effect  of  the  governors  being  chiefly  Dissenters,  we 
have  to  observe,  that  though  the  Church-catechism  was  formerly  taught  in  the 
school,  it  has  lately  been  discontinued,  in  order,  as  it  should  seem,  to  avoid  giving 
offence,  and  no  catechism  whatever  is  now  taught  there.  The  appointment  of 
the  present  usher,  who,  as  will  be  more  particularly  stated  hereafter,  was  at  the 
time  a Presbyterian,  and  afterwards  obtained  a license  to  preach  as  a Dissenter, 
though  he  has  seldom  officiated,  seems  highly  improper,  and  inconsistent  with 
the  character  of  the  foundation.  In  other  respects,  no  inconvenience  seems  to 
have  arisen  from  the  above-mentioned  circumstance,  and  the  governors  appear 
to  have  executed  their  trust  with  great  activity,  and  in  a manner  most  bene- 
ficial to  the  charity. 

One  of  the  governors  is  annually,  in  January,  appointed  to  take  the  office  of 
treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year.  During  this  year  he  presides  at  the  meetings  of 
Rep.  19.  * D d the 
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the  governors;  he  collects  the  rents,  and  makes  all  the  disbursements;  and  on 
the  following  meeting,  in  January,  he  delivers  up  his  accounts,  which  are 
examined  and  audited  by  the  other  governors  and  the  six  assistants,  in  the 
presence  of  the  master  and  usher.  Though  the  duties  of  the  treasurer  com- 
prehend those  required  by  the  statutes  of  the  spokesman,  it  has  not  been  the 
practice  to  take  any  oath  upon  entering  upon  the  office. 

The  governors  hold  four  regular  meetings  in  the  year,  and  meet  occa- 
sionally at  other  times,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  any  special  business. 
These  meetings  are  held  in  the  schools;  and  upon  such  occasions  some  of  the 
governors  generally  examine  the  scholars,  and  those  parts  of  the  statutes  which 
relate  to  the  master  and  scholars  are  read  publicly,  excepting  some  parts  which 
are  omitted  as  being  obsolete,  or  as  being  thought  useless.  At  the  annual 
meeting  in  January  speeches  are  recited  by  the  scholars,  to  which  the  Public 
are  admitted. 

There  are  now  three  masters  on  this  establishment : 1st.  The  head-master, 
who  receives  a salary  of  100/.  per  annum,  and  has  the  benefit  of  a house  and 
garden,  part  of  the  premises  in  Rivington  which  were  conveyed  to  the  governors, 
as  already  stated,  in  1789.  The  present  master  does  not  occupy  this  house,  which 
is  a mile  from  the  school,  but  lets  it  to  a yearly  tenant  at  8/.  a year,  and  resides 
at  a distance  of  two  or  three  miles,  in  the  chapelry  of  Blackrod,  of  which  he  is 
the  incumbent.  2dly.  The  usher,  who  receives  a salary  of  50/.  per  annum,  and 
has  also  the  use  of  one  of  the  houses  built  upon  the  premises  above  mentioned : 
And  3dly,  a writing-master,  who  receives  a salary  of  50/.  per  annum,  and  has 
another  of  the  above-mentioned  houses,  rent-free. 

When  the  office  of  head-master  becomes  vacant  candidates  are  immediately 
invited  by  public  advertisement,  and  upon  some  occasions  the  governors  have 
strictly  complied  with  the  directions  of  the  statutes,  and  have  selected  two 
persons,  Graduates  of  one  of  the  Universities,  whose  names  they  have  trans- 
mitted to  the  Master  and  Senior  Fellows  of  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge,  and 
the  persons  so  selected  have  afterwards  appeared  at  the  College,  and  have  been 
examined  there  as  to  their  qualifications.  But  it  has  frequently  happened  that 
the  governors  have  sent  the  name  of  one  person  only,  with  a reference  to  persons 
acquainted  with  his  character  and  qualifications,  requesting  the  Master  and 
Fellows  to  appoint  him,  without  requiring  his  attendance  personally ; and  this 
indulgence  appears  never  to  have  been  refused,  when  it  has  been  asked.  The 
Rev.  Joseph  Whitaker,  the  present  master,  who  is  a Graduate  of  Queen’s  Col- 
lege, Oxford,  was  appointed  in  this  manner  in  1815,  no  other  candidate  having 
offered,  and  this  circumstance  having  been  communicated  to  the  Master  and 
Fellows  of  St.  John’s  College.  Before  the  governors  proceed  to  the  election 
they  call  in  six  persons  from  Rivington,  and  the  adjoining  towns,  as  assistants, 
and  all  the  parties  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  statutes.  The  present  master 
upon  his  appointment  also  took  the  oath  prescribed  upon  that  occasion,  and  was 
subsequently  licensed  to  the  school  by  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese. 

With  respect  to  the  appointment  of  the  usher,  the  form  of  presenting  a person 
to  the  Bishop  of  Durham  or  Chester  appears  not  to  have  been  observed  for 
many  years,  but  the  governors,  with  the  six  assistants,  having  first  taken  the 
oath  required,  have  selected  one  out  of  the  candidates,  who  has  entered  upon 
his  office  without  any  further  appointment.  The  present  usher,  John  Shaw, 
was  elected  in  this  manner  about  22  years  ago ; he  was  a dissenter  from  the 
Church  of  England,  having  been  brought  up  as  a Presbyterian,  and  is  still  of 
that  persuasion.  Soon  after  his  election,  he  obtained  a license  as  a dissenting 
preacher,  and  has  occasionally  preached  to  different  congregations  of  dissenters, 
though,  as  he  states  himself,  his  object  in  obtaining  this  license  was  to  acquire 
an  exemption  from  serving  public-offices,  to  which  he  would  otherwise  have 
been  liable,  not  having  applied  to  the  ordinary  for  a license  as  a school- 
master. 

In  this  appointment  the  governors  appear  to  have  acted  improperly,  and  in- 
dependently of  the  usher,  being  a dissenter  ; it  seems  at  least  questionable 
whether  he  is  in  other  respects  competent  for  the  office.  It  appears,  however, 
that  as  he  was  never  presented  according  to  the  statutes,  the  right  of  appointing 
an  able  person  to  the  office  of  usher,  upon  the  expiration  of  one  month  after  the 
last  vacancy  took  place,  immediately  became  vested  in  the  Bishop  of  Durham 
or  Chester,  whichever  would  first  act  herein;  and  we  trust  that  as  such  right 
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still  remains,  a proper  person  will  be  appointed  to  this  situation  by  such  inter- 
ference. 

It  seems  probable  that  the  present  usher,  though  he  does  not  recollect  the 
circumstance  himself,  took  the  oath  required  of  him  upon  his  appointment, 
according  to  the  usual  practice. 

A writing-master  was  first  appointed  about  18  years  ago ; previously  to  this 
time  a person  had  been  engaged  to  teach  writing  and  accounts  for  two  months 
only  in  the  year,  which  was  found  insufficient  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the 
children  the  same  instruction  as  they  would  have  received  in  other  schools. 

The  school  is  open  to  all  children  who  apply  for  admittance  ; if  however 
from  the  number  of  scholars  it  is  found  at  any  time  impracticable  to  admit  all 
the  applicants,  the  children  of  Rivington  and  the  five  adjoining  towns  are  con- 
sidered as  entitled  to  a preference.  The  constitution  of  this  school  is  such  that 
it  has  the  appearance,  in  many  respects,  of  three  distinct  schools  under  the  three 
respective  masters.  The  applications  for  admission  are  generally  made  to  one 
or  other  of  them,  as  seems  best  to  the  parents  of  the  children,  and  the  head- 
master never  interferes  with  those  scholars  who  are  entered  under  the  usher  or 
writing-master. 

Those  who  apply  to  the  head-master  are  examined,  and  are  not  admitted 
unless  they  can  read  English  well.  Upon  entrance  they  pay  a sum,  usually 
varying  from  2 s.  to  5 s.,  but  in  some  instances  the  master  receives  as  much  as  a 
guinea,  chiefly  from  such  scholars  as  come  from  a distance  and  board  in  the 
town  ; it  is  also  the  practice  to  pay  the  master  a cock-penny  at  Shrovetide,  the 
amount  of  which  varies  in  the  same  manner.  These  payments  are  never  de- 
manded, and  are  considered  as  voluntary ; the  children  also  pay  1 s.  6 d.  for 
fire-money.  Under  the  head-master  the  scholars  are  instructed  in  English 
grammar,  history  and  geography,  and  in  the  classics,  if  required ; they  also 
attend  the  writing-master,  and  learn  writing  and  accounts  without  any  payment 
beyond  those  above  mentioned. 

Girls  are  admitted  to  the  school ; those  under  the  head-master  frequently 
stay  till  they  are  14  years  of  age ; they  are  instructed  with  the  boys,  and  it  is 
stated  that  many  of  them  have  received  classical  instruction.  At  the  time  of 
our  Inquiry  (September  1827,)  there  were  above  30  children  under  the  head- 
master, 10  of  whom  were  girls;  11  of  the  boys  were  learning  Latin,  but  there 
were  none  far  advanced  in  the  classics. 

The  children  under  the  usher  and  the  writing-master  are  admitted  at  an  early 
age,  and  some  of  them  before  they  know  their  letters.  The  payment  made 
upon  entrance  is  6d.  or  Is.,  and  the  like  sum  is  usually  paid  at  Shrovetide; 
these  children  are  taught  reading. 

The  writing-master,  besides  teaching  those  children  to  read  who  are  entered 
under  him,  instructs  in  writing  and  accounts  all  the  children  in  whatever  part  of 
the  school  they  may  be  when  they  are  sufficiently  advanced,  and  in  this  duty  he 
is  assisted  by  the  usher ; such  as  require  it  are  also  instructed  by  the  writing- 
master  in  mathematics. 

The  number  of  scholars  in  the  whole  school,  at  the  meeting  of  the  governors 
at  Midsummer  1827,  was  about  150. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  no  catechism  whatever  is  now  taught  in  the  school. 
Prayers  which  are  selected  from  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England  are  read 
every  morning. 

It  seems  desirable  that  some  regulations  should  be  made  by  the  governors, 
whereby  the  superintendence  of  the  whole  school  should  be  given  to  the  head- 
master, who  is  at  present  unwilling  to  assume  such  authority  without  their  sanc- 
tion ; the  admission  of  girls,  though  it  has  been  the  practice  for  a very  long 
period,  seems  inconsistent  with  the  character  of  a grammar-school. 


RivingtoB. 


Free  Grammar 
School, 
continued. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  annual  Expenditure : 

Chief-rent  for  premises  in  Rivington,  conveyed  to  the  governors  in 
1789  ----------- 

Chief-rents  for  premises  in  Heath  Charnock,  and  Darwen 
A temporary  assessment  to  Blackburn  new  church,  in  respect  of 
the  premises  held  by  the  governors  in  that  parish  (in  1 826) 

The  head-master’s  salary 
The  usher’s  ditto 

The  writing-master's  ditto  -------- 


£.  s.  d. 

3 i6  - 

- 5 4f 

- 8 2I 

100  - - 

50  - - 
50  - - 


D d 2 
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Rivington. 


Free  Grammar 
School, 
continued. 


To  Mr.  Whitaker,  for  a sermon  on  25th  January,  St.  Paul’s-day, 
being  the  saint’s-day  nearest  to  the  day  of  the  death  of  the  founder ; 
on  which  day  the  governors  and  children  attend  the  church,  and  hear 
a sermon  on  the  subject  of  the  foundation  - 

To  the  writing-master,  for  entering  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  - 
Rewards  for  the  scholars  on  the  day  of  the  speeches ; a sum  vary- 
ing from  1 /.  to  1 1.  10  s.  - - - - - average  - 

For  the  entertainment  of  the  governors  and  the  masters  of  the 
school  on  Saint  Paul’s-day,  and  on  the  four  other  regular  meetings, 
the  expenses  of  which  vary  from  about  1 /.  10  s.  to  3/.  each  ; average 
per  annum  - - - ~ - - - 


£.  s.  d. 


] 1 - 

-10  - 

1 5 - 


9 - - 


Broadhurst’s 

Charity. 


There  are  also  other  meetings  in  the  year,  whenever  business  requires  it, 
and  a small  charge  is  usually  made  for  the  expense  of  those  meetings. 

These  are  the  principal  items  of  the  regular  annual  expenditure,  but 
additional  expenses  are  incurred  in  repairing  the  school  and  school-houses,  and 
the  farm-buildings,  and  in  journies  to  Durham,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
the  rents  in  that  county ; and  considerable  expenses  have  been  incurred  lately 
in  the  sale  and  purchase  of  lands,  and  obtaining  the  late  charter  from  the 
Crown. 

On  26th  October  1827  the  following  sums  appear  to  have  been  due  from 
the  charity  : 


To  Mr.  Hawarth,  Solicitor  for  the  new  Charter  - - - - 

Ditto,  for  an  additional  fee  ------  - 

Ditto,  for  the  conveyance  of  Hole-House  estate  in  Wheelton 
To  Mr.  Haworth,  for  sundry  law  expenses  - 
To  Thickness  and  Woodcock’s  bank,  a balance  of 
For  new  roofing  the  house  and  bam  at  the  Coney  in  Over  Darwen, 
a balance  of  --------- 

Advanced  by  Mr.  Andrews,  one  of  the  trustees  - - - - 

Balance  due  to  the  treasurer  ------ 


Cash  paid  to  Mr.  Hawarth,  on  account 
Balance  owing  by  the  school 


£. 


£. 
215 
5 
94 
1 1 
228 

25 

25 

30 


s. 

9 

5 
*5 
19 

6 


d. 

8 


635  15 
150  - - 


485  15  8£ 


There  is  also  due  a bill  to  a solicitor  in  the  county  of  Durham,  which  it  is 
stated  will  be  paid  out  of  the  current  rents. 


Broadhurst’s  Charity. 

John  Broadhurst,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  22d  June  1681,  bequeathed  50/. 
in  case  his  daughter  Elizabeth  should  die  under  the  age  of  21  years,  one  half  to 
the  use  of  the  church  of  Rivington,  if  there  should  be  a sound  orthodox  minister 
there,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Rivington  ; and,  if  there  should 
be  no  such  minister,  then  that,  for  such  vacancies,  his  share  should  be  added  to 
the  stock  for  the  relief  of  the  poor;  and  he  further  gave  the  interest  of  51.  for 
an  orthodox  minister  of  the  church  of  Rivington,  and  the  interest  of  51.  more 
to  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Rivington  ; and  if  there  should  be  no  such  minister, 
he  directed  the  interest  so  given  to  him  to  be  disposed  of  by  Thomas  Bromiley, 
Jonathan  Kirshaw,  John  Isherwood,  and  John  Taylor,  and  their  successors,  to 
such  pious  uses  as  they  should  think  fit. 

Trustees  have  been  nominated  for  this  charity  from  time  to  time  whenever  a 
vacancy  has  occurred  by  death,  but  no  deeds  have  been  executed  upon  such 
occasion.  The  persons  now  acting  are  Thomas  Lowe,  James  Taylor,  and 
Thomas  Anderton. 

The  sum  of  30/.,  to  which,  under  the  above  bequest,  the  poor  of  Rivington 
became  entitled,  appears  to  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  John  Fisher,  who 
gave  a promissory  note  for  the  amount,  bearing  date  November  5th  1802,  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Hibbert,  Charles  Fisher,  and  Richard  Brownlow,  described  therein 
as  trustees  for  Broadhurst’s  charity. 

John  Fisher  appears  to  have  been  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  the  above- 
mentioned  Charles  Fisher,  in  some  brick-works,  upon  which  wre  are  informed  the 
sum  of  30/.  was  laid  out;  John  Fisher  afterwards  gave  up  the  concern  entirely 
to  his  brother,  and  the  interes  wras  paid  by  Charles  as  long  as  he  lived,  and 
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after  his  death,  by  his  widow,  who  continued  in  possession  of  the  brick-works, 
until  her  death,  subsequently  to  November  1826;  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
payment  of  the  interest  by  Charles  Fisher,  and  subsequently  by  his  widow,  is 
regularly  indorsed  upon  the  note.  Upon  the  death  of  Mrs.  Fisher  the  brick- 
works came  to  the  executors  of  John  Fisher,  under  the  will  of  his  father. 

Under  the  circumstances  above  mentioned  it  appears  that  the  estate  of  the 
late  John  Fisher  is  now  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  above-mentioned  sum  of 
30/.,  the  interest  having  been  hitherto  paid  by  other  parties  under  a private 
arrangement  between  themselves. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  executors  under  the  will  of  John  Fisher, 
and  though  we  have  not  at  present  received  any  answer  thereto,  we  have  no 
reason  to  think  that  any  difficulty  will  be  suggested. 

The  interest  has  been  received  by  Thomas  Lowe  up  to  the  5th  November 
1826,  and  has  been  distributed  by  him  on  the  5th  November  yearly,  amongst 
poor  persons  of  Rivington  not  receiving  parochial  relief,  in  sums  varying  from 
Is.  to  2 s.  6d.  Though  the  persons  acting  as  trustees  are  dissenters  from  the 
established  church,  we  are  assured  that  no  distinction  is  made  in  the  selection 
of  the  objects  of  charity  in  respect  of  their  religious  opinions. 


Rivington. 

llroadhurst’s 

Charity, 

continued. 


Charities  op  John  and  George  Shaw. 

The  particulars  of  these  charities  will  be  found  in  our  account  of  the  charities 
of  the  township  of  Anderton,  in  the  parish  of  Standish,  15  Rep.  p.  229. 


Charities  of  John 
and  George  Shaw. 


Charnley’s  Charity. 

On  a table  of  benefactions  in  the  chapel  at  Rivington,  it  is  stated  that  Charnley’s  Charity. 
Rachael  Charnley  gave  to  the  poor  of  Rivington  6s.  8 d. 

This  sum  is  received  annually  by  Robert  Andrews,  esquire,  and  John  Shaw, 
two  of  the  trustees  of  Shaw’s  charities,  who  act  for  this  township,  from  Peter 
Heatley,  esquire,  as  a charge  upon  lands  belonging  to  him  in  Whittle-le- Woods. 

The  amount  is  added  to  the  share  of  Shaw’s  charities,  which  is  appropriated 
to  this  township. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  SPARPLES. 

Eagley  Bridge  School. 

From  our  account  of  the  school  in  the  township  of  Turton,  called  Eagley  Eagley  Bridge 
Bridge  School,  which  will  be  found  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report,  it  will  School, 
be  seen  that  it  was  founded  as  well  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  the  town- 
ship of  Sharpies  as  of  Turton  and  Little  Bolton,  though  under  the  circumstances 
there  stated  the  inhabitants  of  these  places  have  not  yet  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
free  instruction. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  TONGE  WITH  HAULGH. 

School  Allotment. 

Upon  the  inclosure  of  Tonge  Moor,  the  commissioners,  by  their  award,  bear-  Tonge-with-Haulgh. 

frig  date  4th  July  1818,  allotted  to  Le  Gendre  Starkey,  Thomas  Morris,  Thomas  

Hardcastle,  Ralph  Fletcher,  James  Gooden,  Nicholas  Thompson,  and  James  School  Allotment. 
Bromley,  as  “ trustees  for  Tonge  school,”  their  heirs  and  assigns,  part  of  the 
waste,  containing  4 acres,  statute-measure,  situate  near  Tonge  Moor  Gate. 

This  allotment  remained  for  some  time  unfenced,  but  about  five  or  six  years 
ago  it  was  let  to  James  Gooden  upon  an  agreement  for  21  years,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  51.,  he  undertaking  to  fence  and  drain  it;  the  land  is  now  inclosed,  and 
brought  into  a state  of  cultivation. 

The  rent  has  been  paid  to  Ralph  Fletcher,  esquire,  one  of  the  trustees,  in 
whose  hands  it  is  permitted  to  accumulate,  with  a view  of  providing  a sufficient 
fund  to  build  a school,  with  the  aid  of  subscriptions  to  be  collected  for  that 
purpose. 

Brownlow’s  Charity. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  lltli  June  1636,  between  Ija’ccrcnce  Brownlow,  of  Brownlow’s 
the  one  part,  and  John  Bradshaw,  and  11  others,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that  Charity. 
Lawrence  Brownlow,  deceased,  by  lease  bearing  date  20th  November  1630, 
demised  to  the  said  Lawrence  Brownlow,  party  thereto,  the  premises  therein- 
Rep.  19.  D d 3 after 
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Ton ge-\vitli-Haul gh . after  mentioned  for  the  term  of  500  years  ; the  said  Lawrence  Brownlow,  party 
thereto,  granted  and  assigned  to  the  said  John  Bradshaw  and  others,  their  execu- 
tors, &c.  tor  the  residue  of  the  said  term  of  500  years,  a new  house  or  building, 
with  the  appurtenances,  in  Tonge,  standing  on  the  north  end  of  a croft  near  Tonge 
Moor  Gate,  the  which  new  house  or  building  was  erected  by  the  said  Lawrence 
Brownlow,  party  thereto,  for  the  purposes  thereafter  mentioned.  And  it  was 
further  declared,  that  the  said  trustees  should  from  time  to  time  lay  forth  and 
dispose  of  the  sum  of  40/.  which  the  said  Lawrence  Brownlow  had  delivered 
into  their  hands,  and  the  profit  thereof,  in  providing  corn,  grain  or  oatmeal,  at 
such  times  as  the  same  should  be  cheap,  and  that  they  should  lay  up  the  same 
in  the  said  house  or  building,  (the  same  having  been  built  and  intended  for  a 
granary,)  till  such  time  as  the  same  should  be  dearer,  or  the  necessity  of  the 
poor  should  specially  require  it ; that  they  should  then  sell  it  to  the  poorest 
inhabitants  of  the  hamlets  of  Tonge,  Haulgh,  and  Darcy  Lever,  at  cheaper  rates 
than  the  markets  thereabouts  would  afford  the  like,  and  that  if  there  should  be 
received  a greater  price  than  the  same  had  cost,  the  profit  should  be  added  to 
the  stock ; and  that  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  should  yearly  on  the  2d 
November,  or  if  it  should  be  a Sunday,  on  the  day  following,  make  an  account 
of  all  their  doings  for  the  year  preceding  before  the  vicar  of  Bolton,  and  two  or 
more  of  the  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  ; and  it  was  provided,  that  when- 
ever there  should  be  only  six  trustees  surviving,  and  residing  within  six  miles  of 
the  parish  church  of  Bolton,  or  oftener  if  the  said  trustees  should  think  fit,  the 
survivors  resident  as  aforesaid  should  elect  so  many  more  persons  inhabiting 
within  five  miles  of  Bolton,  being  fit  persons  to  be  trusted  in  that  behalf,  so  as 
to  make  up  the  number  of  12;  and  it  was  further  declared,  that  Ellice  Crompton, 
of  Hacking,  had  given  10/.  to  be  employed  with  the  said  monies  given  by  the 
said  Lawrence  Brownlow,  party  thereto,  and  for  the  same  purposes. 

The  premises  above  mentioned  appear  to  have  been  assigned  from  time  to 
time  to  new  trustees,  together  with  so  much  money  as  the  trustees  at  such 
respective  times  had  in  their  hands,  which  sum  appears  gradually  to  have  in- 
creased until  1728,  when  it  amounted  to  100/.  which  was  then  lent  out  on 
mortgage. 


By  Indenture,  bearing  date  17th  October  1815,  between  James  Crompton,  of 
the  first  part,  and  Ralph  Fletcher,  Richard  Ainsworth,  Thomas  Hardcastle, 
William  Crompton,  James  Fletcher,  Edward  Bolling,  Thomas  Howard,  Peter 
Rothwell,  Mathew  Fletcher,  Ralph  Boardman,  and  William  Gray,  of  the  other 
part,  reciting  that  the  two  sums  of  40/.  and  10/.,  and  the  whole  increase  thereof 
had  been  several  years  theretofore  laid  out  in  the  repairs  and  improvement  of 
the  house  or  building  aforesaid,  and  in  erecting  additional  buildings  on  the  said 
premises  then  used  as  a public-house  : the  said  James  Crompton  assigned  to  the 
use  of  all  the  said  parties,  the  said  premises  for  the  residue  of  the  said  term  of 
500  years  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  indenture  of  11th  June  1636. 

The  premises  belonging  to  this  charity  consist  of  a house  in  Tonge  called  the 
Almhouse,  now  a public-house  known  by  the  sign  of  the  Starkey’s  Arms,  with 
a stable,  brewhouse,  and  outbuildings,  and  1 r.  Jp.  of  land  allotted  to  the  trustees 
upon  the  Tonge  inclosure. 

These  premises  were  let  in  the  year  1800  to  James  Gooden,  for  a term  of  21 
years  from  1803,  at  2 51.  a year,  upon  condition  that  he  should  make  some 
additional  buildings,  and  otherwise  improve  the  premises.  In  1820  a new  lease, 
bearing  date  22d  November  in  that  year,  was  granted  to  the  same  tenant  for 
a further  term  of  21  years,  from  11th  May  1824,  when  the  first  lease  was  about 
to  expire,  at  32/.  a year,  with  a covenant  on  the  part  of  the  lessee  to  keep  the 
premises  in  repair.  It  appears  that  the  tenant  also  agreed  to  lay  out  100/.  in 
improving  the  premises,  but  the  lease  contains  no  covenant  to  this  effect.  We 
are  informed,  however,  that  he  has  laid  out  nearly  200/.  on  the  premises  since 
1820 ; and  that  the  premises  were  let,  though  in  reversion,  upon  fair  terms, 
provided  the  agreement,  which  the  lessee  has  in  fact  acted  upon,  had  been 
inserted  in  the  lease. 

It  does  not  appear  how  long  this  charity  was  applied  in  maintaining  a granary 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  according  to  the  intentions  of  the  donor ; but  for 
a great  many  years  the  premises  have  been  let,  and  the  rent  laid  out  in  linen  or 
other  articles,  part  of  which  has  been  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  township 

of 


Lancaster.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  211 


of  Tonge-with-Haulgh,  and  part  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Darcy  Tonge-with-Haulgh 


Lever. 

At  a meeting  of  the  trustees,  held  13th  November  1816,  it  appeared,  on 
examining  the  accounts  of  the  late  treasurer,  that  there  was  due  to  his  estate 
105/.  2^.,  for  money  laid  out  by  him  in  rebuilding  and  repairs:  And  it  was  v. 
ordered  thereupon,  that  only  8/.  a year  should  be  given  away  for  the  purposes 
of  the  charity  until  that  debt  was  paid  off,  with  interest.  It  was  also  agreed 
at  the  same  meeting  that  the  yearly  sum  of  81.  should  be  divided  into  eight 
parts,  seven  thereof  to  be  given  yearly  in  linen  cloth  to  the  poor  of  Tonge- 
with-Haulgh,  and  the  eighth  part  to  the  poor  of  Darcy  Lever.  The  income 
appears  to  have  been  divided  nearly  in  the  same  proportion  for  a long  time. 

The  sum  paid  out  of  the  rents,  since  the  resolution  of  the  trustees  in  1816, 
has  been  about  91.,  or  91.  95.,  and  the  residue  in  each  year  has  remained  in 
the  hands  of  William  Crompton,  the  present  treasurer,  who  has  allowed 
5-per-cent,  interest,  which  has  been  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  charity;  and  in 
November  1825  the  whole  debt  was  paid  off. 

In  November  1826,  the  estate  being  free  from  debt,  16/.  125.  6d.  was  laid 
out  in  cloth,  an  eighth  part  of  which  was  given  to  the  poor  of  Darcy  Lever, 
and  the  remainder  to  the  poor  of  Tonge-with-Haulgh.  The  trustees  generally 
attend  themselves  to  the  distribution,  and  select  for  the  most  part  such  persons 
as  do  not  receive  parochial  relief. 

At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry,  August  1827,  there  was  in  the  treasurer’s  hands 
a balance  of  29/.  105.,  which  it  was  intended  to  apply  in  a similar  manner  in 
the  ensuing  November. 


Brownlow’s 

Charity, 

continued. 


High  Style  School. 

A certain  number  of  boys  belonging  to  this  township  are  appointed  annually  High  Style  School, 
to  the  High  Style  School,  founded  by  Henry  Mather,  in  Kearsly,  in  the  parish 
of  Dean,  the  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in  a subsequent  part  of  this 
Report. 


This  township  is  also  entitled  to  a portion  of  the  charities  of  Susanna  Brookes 
and  James  Greenalgh,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  already  stated. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  TURTON. 

School. 

There  is  in  this  township  an  ancient  school,  to  which  is  appropriated  Turton. 

a dwelling-house  for  the  use  of  the  master,  and  a school-room,  but  it  is  not  

known  from  whom  these  premises  were  derived.  School. 

The  dwelling-house  was  rebuilt  by  the  late  master,  at  his  own  expense,  and 
the  school-room  was  enlarged  about  30  years  ago,  the  cost  of  which  was 
defrayed  by  subscription.  The  present  master  has  also  laid  out  since  his 
appointment  in  1825  upwards  of  20/.  in  fitting  up  the  school  with  desks  and 
forms,  and  in  repairing  the  windows. 

The  following  appears  to  have  been  the  earliest  benefaction  to  this  school : 

Humphrey  Chetham,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  1st  December  174-6,  directed 
that  the  sum  of  1,000/.  should  be  placed  out  by  his  executors,  and  the  interest 
thereof  applied  in  manner  following,  viz.,  two  third  parts  thereof  to  the  curate 
or  minister  of  the  chapel  of  Turton,  and  the  other  third  to  the  schoolmaster 
of  the  school  at  Turton,  in  augmentation  of  their  salaries,  subject  to  such 
regulations  as  he  should  at  any  time  during  his  life  make  under  his  hand 
and  seal. 

The  above  is  taken  from  an  extract  entered  in  a book  containing  the 
accounts  of  this  charity,  from  the  first  establishment  thereof  to  the  year  1 783 ; 
and  there  is  added  a note,  stating  that  the  testator  died  in  1749,  without 
making  any  further  regulations;  and  that  his  executors,  on  the  30th  April  1751, 
laid  out  the  amount  of  the  legacy  in  the  purchase  of  975/.  125.  3d.  stock, 

4-per-cent.  Bank  Annuities,  in  the  names  of  Rowland  Cotton,  James  Chetham, 
and  Edward  Chetham,  three  of  the  said  executors. 

The  interest  in  this  stock  appears  to  have  passed  from  Edward  Chetham, 
who  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  persons  above  named,  to  his  executors,  Samuel 
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Clowes  and  Mordecai  Green.  It  appears  afterwards  to  have  come  to  James 
Green,  esq.,  who  was  the  owner  of  an  estate  in  Turton,  and  that  he  sold  the 
same,  and  applied  the  produce  to  his  own  use,  but  continued  paying  the  amount 
of  the  dividends  during  his  life.  Mr.  Green  is  stated  to  have  died  in  very  bad 
circumstances,  and  having  no  personal  property  his  real  estate  in  Turton  came 
to  his  daughters  as  his  co-heiresses,  four  of  whom  we  are  informed  are  still 
living,  three  of  them  being  married. 

Charles  Barrett,  esq.,  of  Manchester,  acts  as  their  agent,  and  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  Turton  estate  he  pays  the  amount  of  the  dividends  formerly 
received,  viz.,  4/.  X'Js.  Gd.  every  half  year,  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Turton,  and 
9/.  15a1.  to  the  incumbent,  a trifling  deduction  being  made  for  stamps,  &c. 

There  was  also  belonging  to  this  school  a sum  of  105/.,  but  from  whose  gift 
it  was  derived  is  not  known.  This  sum  was  in  the  hands  of  John  Ridgway,  an 
attorney,  late  of  Manchester,  but  now  residing  in  France. 

In  a correspondence  which  took  place  in  1825  on  the  subject,  between 
Mr.  Ridgway  and  the  Rev.  James  Spencer,  the  curate  of  Turton,  Mr.  Ridgway 
admitted  that  the  sum  of  105/.  was  in  his  hands,  having  been  placed  in  his 
father’s  hands  50  years  ago,  by  the  father  of  one  James  Brandwood,  and  one 

Holt,  for  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster  of  Turton,  and  he  states  that  he 

had  paid  interest  for  the  same ; and  that  James  Brandwood,  on  one  occasion, 
observed  to  him  that  there  was  no  security  for  the  money,  and  suggested  the 
propriety  of  his  giving  a bond  for  the  amount,  which  he  accordingly  did.  I11 
one  of  his  letters  Mr.  Ridgway  suggests  the  propriety  of  appointing  trustees, 
and  promised  that  he  would  on  the  1st  March  then  next,  viz.,  March  1828, 
send  his  draft  to  Jones,  Loyd,  and  Co.,  of  Manchester,  for  the  principal  and 
interest. 

Notwithstanding  the  engagement  contained  in  these  letters,  the  principal 
sum  has  not  yet  been  paid,  nor  any  interest  thereon  since  October  1823;  hopes, 
however,  are  still  entertained  that  the  sum  due  from  Mr.  Ridgway  will  eventually 
be  obtained  ; and  considering  the  difficulty  which  arises  from  his  being  resident 
out  of  this  country,  it  may  perhaps  be  advisable  to  abstain  at  present  from  any 
hostile  measures. 

The  bond  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Ridgway  is  in  the  custody  of  Mrs.  Ann  Robin- 
son, executrix  with  the  Rev.  James  Spencer  of  the  will  of  the  late  schoolmaster 
Marmaduke  Redmayne. 

The  interest,  at  the  rate  of  4 f-per-cent,  was  paid  to  the  above-named  school- 
master up  to  October  1823  ; he  died  about  a year  afterwards,  and  the  interest 
up  to  that  period  is  still  due  to  his  representatives.  The  payments  were  lat- 
terly transmitted  to  him  through  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Manchester,  who  till  lately 
acted  for  Mr.  Ridgway. 

The  present  master  was  appointed  in  1825,  by  the  owners  of  the  Turton 
manor  and  estate,  and  the  incumbent  of  the  chapelry.  He  is  not  required  to 
teach  any  children  free,  except  in  respect  of  the  charity  of  Abigail  Chetham 
hereafter  mentioned.  Exclusive  of  those  which  he  takes  in  respect  of  that 
charity,  he  has  upon  an  average  about  38  scholars,  boys  and  girls. 

Abigail  Chetham’s  Charity. 

Abigail  Chetham’s  In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1736,  under  the  head  of  Turton,  it 
Charity.  is  stated  that  Abigail  Chetham,  by  Will  in  1690,  left  a sum  of  money,  the 
yearly  produce  whereof  was  to  be  applied  in  clothing  for  four  poor  boys,  and 
that  the  amount  of  herjegacy  was  laid  out  in  land,  which  was  in  1786  vested 
in  Mordecai  Green,  and  Mary  his  wife. 

There  is  a similar  return  also  made  under  the  head  of  Longworth  and  Tor- 
ton,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  township  of  Longworth  has  ever  received 
any  benefit  from  this  charity. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  procure  a copy  of  the  will  of  Abigail  Chetham,  or 
to  discover  whether  the  purchase-deed,  or  any  subsequent  conveyance  to  trus- 
tees, are  in  existence. 

The  property  now  belonging  to  this  charity  consists  of  a small  farm  in  the 
township  of  Elton,  called  Haslam  Hay,  in  the  parish  of  Bury,  containing  about 
seven  acres,  at  eight  yards  to  the  perch,  with  three  cottages  and  a barn.  Mr. 
John  Ashworth,  as  the  steward  of  the  Turton  manor  and  estate,  which  belongs 
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to  the  co-heiresses  of  the  late  James  Green,  esq.,  who  was  the  son  of  Mordecai  Turton. 
Green  above  mentioned,  has  the  management  and  letting  of  this  property.  It  aifchetham's 
is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Robert  Haslam,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  1 ^charity,13”1  * 
28/.,  he  having  taken  them  upon  an  understanding  that  the  buildings  should  continued. 
be  put  into  repair.  About  15/.  has  already  been  expended  for  this  purpose,  v ' 
under  the  direction  of  the  schoolmaster,  and  it  is  stated  that  it  will  require  20/. 
more  to  complete  the  necessary  repairs. 

The  rents  are  paid  to  the  master  of  the  school  mentioned  under  the  preceding- 
head,  according  to  an  agreement  made  between  him  and  the  owners  of  the 
Turton  estate,  and  the  incumbent  of  the  chapelry,  when  he  was  appointed  to  that 
situation  in  1825,  viz.  that  he  should  receive  the  income  of  this  charity,  and 
educate  and  clothe  six  poor  boys  of  Turton,  to  be  appointed  by  the  incumbent. 

In  pursuance  of  this  agreement  six  poor  boys  of  Turton  are  instructed  in 
reading,  writing  and  accounts,  and  English  grammar,  without  any  charge  to 
their  parents,  and  they  are  also  provided  with  all  necessary  clothing,  except 
shirts ; the  cost  of  the  clothing  amounts  to  about  13/.  a year. 

The  schoolmaster  sends  notice  to  the  Rev.  James  Spencer,  the  incumbent, 
whenever  there  is  a vacancy,  and  the  children  who  apply  for  admission  are 
required  to  attend  with  their  parents  at  the  school,  when  Mr.  Spencer,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  master,  selects  such  boy  as  may  be  thought  most  proper  to 
supply  the  vacant  place. 

Humphrey  Chetham’s  Charity  for  the  Poor. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  1st  and  2d  June  1748,  Humphrey 
Humphrey  Chetham,.  conveyed  to  John  Wilson  and  John  Lomax,  and  their  Chetham’s  Charity 
heirs,  in  consideration  of  the  trust  and  confidence  which  he  reposed  in  them,  for  the  Poor’ 
a messuage  and  tenement,  with  a cottage  and  garden,  and  the  appurtenances, 
called  Goose  Coat  Hill,  and  the  inclosed  fields,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Nearer  and  Farther  Barn  Field,  the  Rough  Field,  the  Farthermost  Field,  the 
Great  Field,  the  Meadow  under  the  House,  the  Middlemost,  and  the  Farther- 
most Meadow,  and  the  Fold,  containing  by  estimation  eight  acres,  situate  at 
Turton. 

By  Indenture  of  Feoffment,  bearing  date  1st  July  1748,  between  the  said 
John  Wilson  and  John  Lomax,  of  the  first  part,  and  John  Nuttall,  John  Orrell, 
and  John  Wood,  of  the  other  part,  the  said  John  Wilson  and  John  Lomax  granted 
and  enfeoffed  to  the  said  John  Nuttall  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  the  pre- 
mises described  in  the  indentures  above  abstracted,  upon  trust,  to  dispose  of 
the  rents  and  profits  thereof  for  the  use  of  such  poor  persons  residing  or 
legally  settled  in  the  manor  or  lordship  of  Turton,  as  should  be  relieved  by 
public  assessment,  or  to  such  other  poor  necessitous  persons  legally  residing  and 
settled  in  the  manor  aforesaid,  as  should  not  be  relieved  or  seek  relief  from  the 
public  poor-tax,  in  such  proportions  as  the  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  should  think  fit  and  proper ; and  it  was  provided  that  the  said  trustees 
should  meet  twice  in  every  year  in  the  chapel  at  Turton,  or  elsewhere,  on  every 
Whit-Monday,  and  the  first  Monday  after  every  Christmas-day,  as  wrell  to  elect 
poor  persons  to  partake  of  the  said  charity,  as  for  transacting  other  necessary 
matters  relating  thereto,  all  which  transactions  should  be  fairly  entered  in  a 
book  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose  ; and  it  was  further  provided,  that  whenever 
the  number  of  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  few,  the  survivors  should  nomi- 
nate so  many  other  persons  as  should  make  up  the  number  four,  the  new  elected 
trustees  to  reside  and  to  be  legally  settled  in  the  said  manor,  and  that  the  said 
survivors  should  convey  the  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  such  new 
trustees  upon  the  like  trusts. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  the  latter  bearing  date  12th  August 
1823,  John  Ashworth  conveyed  the  premises  to  Thomas  Wood,  Henry  Ash- 
worth, and  John  Ashworth  the  younger,  upon  the  same  trusts  as  declared  in 
the  deed  of  feoffment  of  1st  July  1748. 

The  property  above  mentioned  consists  of 

1.  A cottage  and  outbuildings,  and  about  eight  acres  of  land,  (eight  yards  to 
the  perch,)  let  to  James  Horrocks,  at  a good  rent  of  34/.  10  s.  a year. 

These  premises  were  let  by  ticket  to  the  present  tenant  in  May  18lG,  at  the 
rent  above  mentioned,  for  a term  of  14  years  from  that  period,  and  a memo- 
randum to  that  effect  was  entered  in  the  account-book,  but  no  agreement  or 
lease  was  executed.  The  tenant  has  been  lately  allowed  a trifling  abatement. 
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2.  The  principal  messuage,  which  was  originally  the  farm-house,  is  now  used 
by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Turton  as  a workhouse,  having  been  converted 
to  that  purpose  in  1801,  at  a considerable  expense,  which  was  defrayed  by 
subscriptions,  and  it  has  been  lately  enlarged,  the  township  having  borrowed 
money  for  the  purpose,  for  which  they  have  given  a security  charged  upon  the 
poor-rates  ; this  debt  now  amounts  to  550 l. 

The  value  of  this  house  in  its  original  state  is  estimated  at  51.  a year.  No 
rent  has  hitherto  been  paid  for  the  premises  by  the  overseers,  but  we  apprehend 
that  at  least  an  acknowledgment  should  be  paid  to  the  trustees  for  the  benefit 
of  the  charity. 

With  respect  to  the  application  of  the  rent,  the  usual  course  has  been  for  the 
trustees  to  take  the  management  thereof  for  one  year  in  rotation,  unless  any 
accidental  circumstance  prevents  it. 

The  amount  of  the  rent  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  linen,  which  is  distri- 
buted by  tile  acting  trustees  for  the  year,  amongst  poor  persons  of  Turton,  not 
receiving  constant  relief.  The  quantity  given  to  each  person  varies  from  three 
to  12  yards.  In  the  year  ending  August  1827,  $63  yards  were  given  away, 
and  there  then  remained  a considerable  quantity  of  linen  on  hand. 

There  was  at  the  same  period  a balance  due  to  John  Ashworth,  the  trustee 
for  the  preceding  year,  amounting  to  31.  Os.  4 d. 

Eagley  Bridge  School. 

By  Indenture,  enrolled  in  Chancery,  and  bearing  date  1st  May  1794,  between 
Mary  Green  and  James  Green,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Ashworth,  James 
Haslam  the  elder,  George  Orrell,  John  Smith,  James  Haslam  the  younger, 
Thomas  Slater,  and  12  others,  since  deceased,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that 
the  parties  of  the  second  part  had  proposed  to  subscribe  for  the  erection  of 
a substantial  dwelling-house  and  school-house  near  Eagley  Bridge,  in  Turton, 
for  the  purpose  of  instructing  poor  children  in  reading,  writing  and  accounts, 
and  for  that  purpose  had  requested  Mary  and  James  Green  to  convey  a parcel 
of  ground  there,  with  an  old  cottage  thereupon,  which  they  had  agreed  to  do  ; 
the  said  Mary  and  James  Green  conveyed  to  the  said  John  Ashworth  and 
others  a cottage  or  dwelling-house,  garden,  and  plot  of  ground  in  Turton, 
near  Eagley  Bridge,  containing  38  perches  of  land  of  the  measure  there  used, 
adjoining  on  the  westernly  side  the  highway  leading  from  Bolton  to  Blackburn, 
as  the  same  is  more  particularly  described  in  a plan  indorsed  on  the  said 
indenture,  in  trust,  to  permit  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being  to  enjoy  the 
said  cottage  and  premises,  and  to  receive  the  rents  to  his  own  use  so  long  as 
he  should  continue  schoolmaster.  And  for  supplying  the  said  school  with  a fit 
master,  and  for  placing  poor  children  there,  and  for  preventing  abuses  and 
neglects  in  the  master  or  scholars,  it  was  ordered,  that  from  thenceforth  such 
poor  children  should  be  elected  by  the  said  trustees  or  their  successors ; and 
that  the  schoolmaster  and  his  successors,  in  consideration  of  the  profits  of  the 
premises,  should  instruct  so  many  poor  children  to  read  English,  write,  and  cast 
accounts,  and  other  branches  of  literature,  as  the  trustees  should  think  proper, 
without  any  reward  whatever  save  and  except  such  weekly  sum  as  the  trustees 
should  appoint ; but  that  the  master  might  take  such  whose  parents  were  able 
to  pay  in  the  opinion  of  the  trustees.  And  it  was  further  ordered  that  such 
children  should  be  elected,  whether  their  parents  were  of  the  Church  of  England, 
or  Protestants,  or  Dissenters  of  whatever  denomination,  belonging  to  or  residing 
in  the  several  townships  of  Turton,  Sharpies,  or  Little  Bolton.  And  it  was 
further  ordered,  that  the  said  trustees  should  yearly  on  the  first  Thursday  in 
June,  or  oftener  if  need  be,  on  six  days  previous  notice  as  there  directed,  meet 
at  the  school-house  to  view  the  same,  to  give  orders  for  necessary  repairs,  to 
examine  if  the  school  were  well  supplied  with  scholars,  and  to  fill  up  vacancies, 
and  also  to  examine  into  irregularities  of  the  schoolmaster  or  scholars,  and  to 
make  such  laws  as  should  be  necessary.  And  it  was  declared  that  the  said 
trustees  should  have  power  to  displace  the  schoolmaster  upon  any  gross  offence, 
and  to  expel  the  scholars  ; that  the  master  should  keep  a book,  in  which  he 
should  enter  the  names  of -the  scholars,  and  make  minutes  of  the  meetings  of 
the  trustees  ; and  that  whenever  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  five,  the 
survivors  should  elect  other  land-owners  of  Turton,  Sharpies  and  Little  Bolton, 
and  convey  the  premises  to  such  new  trustees  upon  the  trusts  before  mentioned, 
it  being  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  parties  thereto  that  the  said  school 

should 
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should  be  founded  and  conducted  on  the  most  liberal  and  equitable  plan, 
without  any  partiality  on  account  of  their  religious  sentiments,  either  in  the 
choice  of  trustees  or  schoolmaster.  And  it  was  provided,  that  if  the  said  mes- 
suage and  school-house  should  be  out  of  repair,  and  notice  in  writing  should  be 
thereof  given  by  the  trustees  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  if  the  school-house  should 
continue  out  of  repair  for  three  months,  then  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  trustees 
to  enter  upon  the  premises,  and  take  and  apply  so  much  out  of  the  rents  as 
should  be  sufficient  in  repairing  the  same. 

Under  the  indentures  above  abstracted  the  trustees  are  now  possessed  of 
a cottage,  which  is  let  to  Hugh  Pilkington,  at  2/.  a year,  at  which  rent  it  was 
agreed  that  he  should  hold  it,  in  consideration  of  his  having  laid  out  a large 
sum  of  money  in  repairs,  but  no  lease  has  been  executed. 

There  is  also  a school  and  dwelling-house  for  the  master  under  one  roof,  and 
38  perches  of  land,  at  eight  yards  to  the  perch.  These  premises  are  held  by  the 
schoolmaster,  who  was  appointed  about  five  years  ago,  upon  the  condition  that 
he  should  pay  in  respect  thereof  the  yearly  rent  of  4 /.  This  arrangement  was 
made  by  the  trustees  to  enable  them  to  pay  off'  a debt  which  remained  due 
for  expenses  incurred  in  building  the  school  and  dwelling-house,  and  in  fencing 
the  premises,  they  having  been  obliged  to  borrow  a sum  of  money  in  addition 
to  the  subscriptions  raised  for  this  purpose.  Upwards  of  90/.  was  still  owing  at 
the  time  of  our  Inquiry,  August  1827.  A part  is  paid  off  annually  out  of  the 
rents  above  mentioned,  amounting  to  6/.  per  annum. 

Under  the  circumstances  above  mentioned  the  master  is  not  required  to  take 
any  children  free ; but  he  has  a large  attendance  of  pay-scholars,  and  a few 
boarders. 


Turton. 


Eagley  Bridge 
School, 
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Smalley’s  Charity. 

In  our  account  of  Mrs.  Smalley’s  School  for  girls  in  the  parish  of  Standish,  Smalley’s  Charity. 
15th  Rep.  p.  217,  will  be  found  an  account  of  the  bequest  of  Mrs.  Mary  Smalley , 
out  of  the  residue  of  whose  personal  estate  100/.  was  paid  by  the  Rev.  Richard 
Perryn,  to  whom  she  bequeathed  the  same  for  the  use  of  two  schools  in  the 
township  of  Turton. 

This  sum  was  originally  invested  in  the  purchase  of  134/.  4 s.  9 d.  four  per- 
cent consols,  by  the  Rev,  Thomas  Bancroft,  formerly  vicar  of  Bolton,  which 
stock  was  subsequently  transferred  into  the  names  of  the  late  Rev.  James  Folds, 
the  Rev.  John  Brocklebank,  James  Carlisle,  and  John  Woods,  in  which  names 
the  like  sum  3f  per-cents,  now  stands. 

The  dividends  are  received  under  a power  of  attorney  given  to Popple- 

well,  and  are  transmitted  to  Ralph  Fletcher,  esquire,  who  pays  the  amount,  now 
4/.  14«.  per  annum,  to  John  Woods,  and  he  divides  it  between  the  masters  of 
the  two  schools  in  Turton,  called  Eagley  Bridge,  and  Walmsley  School. 

Walmsley  School. 

A school  for  girls  near  Walmsley  chapel  appears  to  have  been  established  Walmsley  School# 
about  the  year  1795,  at  which  period  a school-room  and  a dwelling-house  for 
the  master  was  built  by  subscription,  in  consequence  of  a proposal  made  by 
James  Green,  esquire,  that  he  would  give  land  for  the  purpose,  and  endow  the 
same  with  a salary  equal  to  the  then  endowment  of  the  Turton  old  school. 

Though  these  buildings  were  erected,  and  are  still  used  for  the  purposes 
intended,  no  conveyance  has  been  executed,  or  any  endowment  settled  upon 
the  school. 

The  master,  who  was  appointed  by  two  of  the  persons  who  were  most  active 
in  the  Committee  for  carrying  on  the  building,  now  enjoys  the  use  of  the  school, 
and  has  the  benefit  of  the  cottage,  which  he  lets.  He  also  receives  an  annual 
sum  of  10/.  from  the  owners  of  the  Turton  estate,  which  formerly  belonged  to 
James  Green,  esquire. 

Under  the  circumstances  above  mentioned  we  apprehend  that  the  emoluments 
now  enjoyed  by  the  master  must  be  considered  as  depending  entirely  upon  the 
will  of  the  owners  of  the  Turton  estate. 

The  same  master  receives  one  moiety  of  the  dividends  arising  from  the  gift 
of  Mrs.  Smalley  above  mentioned. 
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PARISH  OF  BURY. 

Grammar-School. 

Bury.  By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  5th  and  6th  May  1726, 

between  the  Rev.  Roger  Kay,  of  the  one  part,  Henry  Greenhalgh,  esquire, 

Grammar  School.  Rev  James  Banks,  rector  of  Bury,  the  Rev.  William  Ashton,  rector  of 
v ^ Prestwich,  Miles  Lonsdale,  William  Bamford,  esquires,  and  John  Starkey, 

gentleman,  of  the  other  part,  reciting,  that  the  said  Rogei'  Kay  had  long 
intended  a charitable  benefaction  for  a free  grammar-school  in  the  town  of 
Bury  for  the  youth  of  that  town  and  parish  for  ever,  and  for  his  own  relations, 
for  the  term  of  300  years  ; the  said  Roger  Kay  conveyed  to  the  said  Henry 
Greenhalgh  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  the  capital  mansion-house  and  tene- 
ment, with  the  appurtenances,  called  Chadwick  Hall,  in  Spotland,  in  the  parish 
of  Rochdale,  two  messuages,  one  called  Half  Acre,  the  other  called  Hands, 
with  the  appurtenances,  a messuage  and  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances, 
called  Longfield,  another  messuage  and  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances, 
described  as  in  the  occupation  of  George  Fearnley,  another  messuage  and 
tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  called  Coptroad,  or  Pitts,  another  mes- 
suage and  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  near  Hagslade,  another 
messuage  and  tenement  called  Bentwood,  all  which  premises  were  situate 
in  Spotland  aforesaid,  and  contained  by  estimation  95  acres,  of  seven  yards 
to  the  perch,  with  the  seats  in  the  parish-church  of  Rochdale  to  the  said  mes- 
suages belonging,  and  all  commons  of  pasture,  &c. ; upon  the  trusts  there- 
inafter mentioned  ; and  he  also  conveyed  to  the  same  parties  and  their  heirs 
a yearly  rentcharge  of  25/.,  with  a power  of  distress  in  case  of  non-payment, 
issuing  out  of  the  capital  messuage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Haslingden, 
in  the  parish  of  Whalley,  called  Ewood  Hall,  and  the  demesnes  and  other 
lands  thereto  belonging,  consisting  of  several  closes  therein  named,  containing 
in  the  whole  42  acres,  customary  measure,  and  out  of  the  following  messuages 
and  tenements  in  Ewood,  or  in  the  township  of  Haslingden,  viz.  Hargreave’s 
tenement,  with  the  lands  thereto  belonging,  containing  3a.  2r.  20p.,  Wath 
tenement,  containing,  with  the  lands  thereto  belonging,  11a.  Or.  18p.,  Cowpe’s 
tenement,  containing,  with  the  lands  thereto  belonging,  5 a.  2r.  5p.,  Green- 
wood tenement,  containing,  with  the  lands  thereto  belonging,  5a.  Or.  5p.,  and 
Dawson’s  tenement,  containing,  with  the  lands  thereto  belonging,  1 a.  3 r.  30p., 
all  customary  measure  ; upon  trust,  as  to  the  aforesaid  premises  in  Spotland, 
and  the  said  rentcharge  of  2 51.  per  annum,  that  they  should  receive  and  pay 
the  rents  and  produce  thereof  to  the  said  Roger  Kay,  for  his  life ; and  that  on 
the  6th  May  next  after  his  decease  they  should  assemble  themselves  together 
at  Bury,  and  then  and  there  elect  so  many  trustees  as  should  with  themselves, 
make  up  the  number  of  thirteen,  which  trustees  should  be  chosen  out  of  the 
neighbouring  clergymen,  either  warden  of  Manchester  (not  being  a bishop,)  or 
rectors,  or  vicars  of  their  respective  churches,  and  living  within  10  miles  of 
Bury,  and  out  of  the  lay-inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Bury,  having  good 
estates  of  at  least  50/.  a year  therein,  and  of  the  age  of  21  years,  and  who 
should  be  in  communion  with  the  Church  of  England ; and  should  after  such 
election  convey  the  above-mentioned  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves,  or  the 
survivors  or  survivor,  and  such  new  trustees  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  that 
they  should  out  of  the  said  rents  and  yearly  produce  pay,  by  quarterly  pay- 
ments, clear  of  all  taxes,  &c.,  50/.  yearly  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  free 
grammar-school  of  Bury,  20/.  yearly  in  like  manner  to  the  usher  of  the  said 
school,  and  the  yearly  sum  of  20/.  towards  two  exhibitions  to  two  persons  born 
in  the  said  parish,  or  the  relations  of  the  said  Roger  Kay,  born  out  of  the 
said  parish,  and  educated  in  the  said  free  grammar-school ; such  exhibitions  to 
commence  at  the  Michaelmas  first  after  their  election,  and  after  such  time  as 
they  should  be  of  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge,  or  Brazen-nose  College, 
Oxford,  10/.  to  each  exhibitioner,  the  same  to  be  paid  half-yearly,  and  to 
have  continuance  until  such  exhibitioners  should  be  seven  years  standing  in  the 
College,  to  be  reckoned  from  their  first  admission  or  entrance,  and  no  longer; 
and  further,  that  the  said  trustees  should  pay  yearly  to  a rent-gatherer,  to  be 
nominated  by  them  out  of  themselves,  5/.;  and  that  they  should  yearly,  as 
they  should  see  fit,  expend  in  useful  school-books,  to  be  read  and  learnt  in  the 
said  free  grammar-school  by  the  poor  boys  there,  the  sum  of  4/.;  and  that  they 

should 
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should  appoint  some  discreet  person  to  preach  a sermon  in  the  parish-church 
of  Bury,  by  leave  of  the  rector,  on  the  6th  May,  for  the  encouragement  of 
foundations  of  charities  for  literature  and  ingenious  education,  and  should  pay 
to  such  preacher  the  sum  of  20s. ; and  that  the  said  trustees,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  should  meet  yearly  on  the  said  6th  May,  at  some  convenient 
place  in  the  town  of  Bury,  and  at  such  meeting  expend  the  sum  of  5 /.  in  an 
-entertainment  for  themselves,  at  which  entertainment  the  preacher,  master,  and 
usher  were,  “ by  these  presents,”  invited ; and  it  was  provided,  that  if  the 
6th  May  should  fall  on  a Sunday,  all  things  designed  to  be  transacted  on  that 
day  should  be  done  on  the  Monday  following.  And  it  was  further  provided, 
that  whenever  one,  two,  three,  four,  five  or  six  of  such  trustees  should  die,  or 
when  his  or  their  spiritual  preferment  or  preferments  should  become  void  in 
any  manner,  or  such  trustee  or  trustees  should  live  out  of  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  (such  case  happening  to  any  trustee  being  declared  to  be  an  inca- 
pacity to  act  in  the  said  trust)  the  residue  of  the  trustees,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  should  on  the  next  6th  of  May  elect  such  other  person  or  persons 
to  be  trustee  or  trustees  in  his  or  their  room,  as  was  before  directed,  so  that 
there  should  be  seven  clergymen,  warden,  rectors  and  vicars,  as  aforesaid, 
and  six  lay-inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Bury,  and  after  such  election  should 
convey  the  said  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  such  new-elected  trustees, 
upon  the  like  trusts  ; and  it  was  further  declared,  that  after  the  death  of  the  said 
Roger  Kay,  the  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  have  the  sole 
power  of  appointing  the  master  and  usher,  and  of  displacing  them,  or  detaining 
their  salaries  for  any  gross  crime  or  misdemeanor,  and  should  have  the  sole 
visitation  of  the  said  schoolmaster,  usher,  and  boys,  and  should  re-form, 
displace,  and  turn  out  of  the  said  school,  any  boys  for  any  gross  crime  or  mis- 
demeanor, and  that  they  should  also  stop  and  keep  back  the  exhibitions  for 
any  gross  crime  or  misdemeanor  committed  by  the  exhibitioners  ; and  it  was 
further  declared,  that,  if  any  surplus  rents  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
-said  trustees,  2 5s.  should  be  paid  to  such  person  as  should  draw  the  new 
trust-deeds,  for  every  such  drawing,  and  for  the  duty  thereof,  and  that  the 
residue  shoidd  be  laid  out  in  repairing  the  school-house,  or  for  the  adorning 
thereof,  or  purchasing  the  same  in  fee-simple,  or  making  other  purchases 
for  the  said  school  as  they  should  see  fit. 

The  said  Roger  Kay,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  10th  April  1729,  gave  and 
devised  to  his  niece  Rachel,  wife  of  Mr.  Richard  Allen,  surgeon,  and  her 
heirs  and  assigns,  all  his  freehold  messuages,  lands  and  tenements,  called 
Warth,  in  Radcliffe,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  which  he  purchased  from 
Mr.  Richard  Allen  and  others,  and  charged  all  the  said  premises  with  the  pay- 
ment of  the  several  following  sums,  viz.  the  clear  sum  of  5/.  a year  for  ever,  at 
and  upon  every  6th  day  of  May,  to  the  persons  whom  he  had  appointed 
governors  or  trustees  of  the  grammar-school  at  Burv,  and  their  successors,  as  an 
addition  to  the  perpetual  charity  or  endowment  which  by  indentures  of  lease 
and  release,  dated  respectively  the  5th  and  6th  days  of  May  1726,  was  by  him 
already  settled  for  the  use  of  the  said  school,  and  the  scholars  thereof,  which 
he  thereby  ratified  and  confirmed  ; to  the  intent  that  the  said  yearly  sum  of 
51.  should  for  ever  thereafter  be  applied  and  disposed  of  for  apprenticing 
poor  girls  within  Bury,  in  such  order  and  manner,  and  under  and  subject  to 
such  regulations  and  directions  as  in  this  behalf  wrere  contained  in  a book 
which  he  had  written  and  prepared,  all  or  most  with  his  own  hand,  relating 
to  the  said  school  and  the  endowment  thereof,  called  his  book,  or  the  Book 
of  Statutes,  with  power  to  distrain  for  the  said  51.  a year  for  non-payment,  as 
in  case  of  rent-service.  He  also  devised  to  Roger  Kay,  his  nephew,  and  his 
heirs,  all  his  freehold  and  copyhold  messuages,  tenements  and  lands  of  inherit- 
ance, called  Ewood,  Hollins,  and  Riley,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  and  all 
other  his  real  estate  whatsoever  not  thereinbefore  given,  or  formerly  settled  by 
the  before-recited  deeds  of  lease  and  release,  for  and  as  a perpetual  endow- 
ment of  the  said  free-school  at  Bury,  or  upon  some  charity  ; and  the  said 
testator  thereby  charged  all  the  said  Ewood  lands  and  estate,  being  free- 
hold, with  the  payment  of  the  clear  yearly  sum  of  2 51.  to  the  trustees  and 
governors  of  the  free-school  at  Bury  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  for 
ever,  at  such  times  and  manner  as  in  the  said  recited  deeds  and  book 
of  statutes  was  mentioned,  being  part  of  the  endowment  thereby  intended 
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Bury  to  be  made  for  the  school,  with  power  for  the  said  trustees  and  governors  thereof, 

and  their  successors  for  ever,  to  distrain  for  the  same  for  non-payment,  as  in  case 

Grammar  School,  of  rent-service.  And  concerning  all  his  freehold  lands  called  Ewoods,  he 
„ continued.  devised  the  same  to  John  Hopkinson  and  Richard  Rothwell,  and  their  heirs, 

in  trust,  and  for  the  benefit  of  his  said  nephew  Roger  Kay,  and  his  heirs, 
charged  with  the  same  yearly  payments  to  the  trustees  and  governors  of  the 
free-school  at  Bury,  and  with  the  like  remedies  for  the  same  in  case  of  non- 
payment. 

The  hook  of  statutes  made  by  the  founder  as  above  mentioned  is  dated  9th 
July  1726.  It  contains  very  minute  directions  and  regulations  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  school  and  its  property,  part  of  which  had  been  provided  for  in  the 
deed  of  settlement,  and  have  already  been  noticed. 

As  to  the  election  of  exhibitioners,  it  is  thereby  provided  that  they  should  be 
appointed  by  the  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  met  together  in  the  school 
for  that  purpose  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  visitation,  and  that  the  candidates 
should  present  an  epistle  in  Latin  to  every  one  of  the  trustees  present ; That 
the  scholars  should  be  such  as  were  born  in  the  parish  of  Bury,  or  his  relations 
born  out  of  the  parish,  and  educated  or  brought  up  for  the  last  seven  years  at 
least  at  the  school  of  Bury,  and  no  other  ; That  the  founder’s  relations  in  the 
school  should  have  the  preference  ; poor  boys  whose  parents  should  not  be  able 
to  maintain  them  at  the  University  to  be  next  chosen,  and  lastly,  any  other 
boys,  provided  they  should  be  born  within  the  parish  of  Bury,  the  trustees  to 
have  particular  regard  to  such  as  should  be  most  deserving,  his  earnest  desire 
being  that  merit  should  always  have  the  preference  ; and  in  case  any  candidate 
for  an  exhibition  should  have  lived  some  time  in  the  University,  he  required  that 
such  scholar  should  produce  a certificate  from  the  head  of  his  college,  and  his 
tutor,  of  his  good  behaviour  ; That  the  exhibitions  should  be  paid  half-yearly, 
to  commence  at  the  Michaelmas  after  the  election;  that  they  should  be  enjoyed 
seven  years,  and  no  longer,  and  should  become  void  if  the  exhibitioner  should 
be  preferred  to  one  of  Hulme’s  exhibitions,  or  chosen  fellow,  or  if  he  should 
leave  college : 

That  the  master  should  be  chosen  by  the  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
within  three  months  after  a vacancy,  after  notice  given  to  all  the  trustees,  and 
a day  fixed  for  the  purpose,  in  the  manner  therein  particular  mentioned  : 

That  the  usher  should  be  elected  in  like  manner,  the  master  to  have  one 
vote,  and  in  case  of  equality,  the  casting  vote  : 

That  the  master  should  be  skilled  in  the  Latin,  Greek  and  Hebrew  tongues, 
and  a Graduate  of  one  of  the  Universities  : 

That  if  the  master  should  at  any  time  be  preferred  to  a living,  rectory,  or 
vicarage,  of  the  reputed  value  of  100/.  a year,  or  the  usher  to  a living  of  50/. 
a year,  they  should  respectively  forfeit  their  places  : 

That  the  usher  should  be  subject  to  the  master,  and  should  teach  such 
scholars  in  the  lowest  forms,  and  also  writing  and  arithmetic,  as  the  master 
should  appoint : 

That  no  boys  should  be  taken  into  the  school  until  they  should  be  able  to 
read  well : 

That  the  master  upon  his  appointment  should  execute  a bond  to  the  trustees 
for  500/.,  and  the  usher  a bond  for  200/.,  not  to  serve  the  curacy  of  the  church 
of  Bury,  or  do  any  church-offices  for  the  rector  or  curate  there  within  school 
hours,  except,  in  the  absence  of  the  rector  or  curate,  administering  the  sacrament 
to  a sick  person,  or  private  baptism  to  a child  in  danger ; and,  if  the  trustees  should 
neglect  to  put  such  bonds  in  execution,  to  deprive  the  master  or  usher  offending 
against  this  statute,  he  requested  the  Bishop  of  Chester  to  admonish  the 
trustees  to  appoint  a new  master  or  usher,  and  upon  their  neglect  so  to  do,  to 
appoint ; but  that  these  bonds  should  extend  only  to  the  curacy  of  the  parish- 
church  of  Bury,  and  not  to  the  chapels  within  the  parish : 

When  a master  should  apply  for  a license  he  requested  the  bishop  to  insert 
therein  that  it  should  be  ipsojacto  void  on  breach  of  the  founder’s  injunctions : 

That  the  master  and  usher  should  give  like  bonds  peaceably  to  leave  the 
school,  within  one  week  after  notice  given  by  the  trustees,  and  that  they  should 
not  resign  the  school  without  first  giving  two  months  notice  : 


That 


Lancaster.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  219 


That  in  the  election  of  a master,  a preference  should  be  given  to  his  relations 
if  properly  qualified,  but  that  in  all  cases  the  preference  of  his  relations  should 
not  continue  longer  than  300  years  after  his  death  : 

That  if  the  master  should  by  any  chronical  distemper  become  incapable  of  at- 
tending the  school,  the  trustees  should  allow  so  much  of  the  salary  as  should 
be  sufficient  for  an  invalid,  which  he  directed  should  be  20/.  a year,  the  remaining 
30/.  to  be  paid  to  the  person  whom  they  should  appoint,  and  who  should  con- 
stantly attend  the  school : 

That  the  master,  usher  and  scholars,  should  constantly  frequent  the  church  on 
Sundays  and  holy-days,  and  if  it  could  be,  sit  together  in  some  convenient  place  : 
That  prayers  should  be  used  in  the  school  every  morning,  and  that  the  master 
should  instruct  his  scholars  once  a week  at  the  least  in  the  principles  of  religion,- 
and  should  hear  them  repeat  and  explain  to  them  the  Church-catechism : 

That  if  at  any  time  the  master  or  usher  should  be  infected  with  heretical 
opinions,  or  should  not  be  strictly  conformable  to  the  Church  of  England,  he 
declared  in  such  case  the  master  or  usher’s  place  should  be  actually  void,  that 
the  trustees  should  apply  to  the  bishop  to  withdraw  his  license,  and  proceed  to 
a new  election,  such  person  being  declared  incapable  to  hold  the  office,  and 
unfit  to  be  intrusted  with  the  education  of  youth  : 

That  if  the  master  or  usher  should  be  remiss  or  negligent  in  teaching  the 
scholars,  or  guilty  of  any  crime  that  might  render  him  scandalous,  he  should  be 
summoned  by  the  trustees,  and  admonished,  and  if  he  should  not  amend  within 
three  months,  the  place  should  be  void,  and  the  trustees  should  proceed  to  a 
new  election. 

After  prescribing  the  school-hours,  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  master  and 
usher  should  be  present  in  the  school  during  the  same ; that  they  should  not 
absent  themselves  except  on  reasonable  occasions,  nor  above  three  days  on 
necessary  business,  without  leave  of  the'trustees,  and  that  the  master  and  usher 
should  not  be  both  absent  at  the  same  time : 

That  the  scholars  should  be  obedient  to  the  statutes,  and  to  the  master  and 
usher,  and  of  good  behaviour,  on  pain  of  expulsion  after  three  warnings  : 

That  in  elections,  and  all  other  matters  belonging  to  the  school  (a  particular 
provision  having  been  previously  made  with  respect  to  the  election  of  the  usher), 
on  an  equality  of  votes,  the  rector  of  Bury,  if  present,  and  in  his  absence  the 
rector  of  Prestwich,  and  in  the  absence  of  both,  the  senior  trustee  present, 
should  have  the  casting  vote  : 

That  the  trustees  should  yearly  on  the  6th  May,  or  the  day  following  if  it 
should  be  on  a Sunday,  hold  a visitation  of  the  school,  to  meet  and  consult 
together  for  the  good  of  the  school,  and  make  a strict  inquiry  into  the  good 
management  thereof,  into  the  master’s  diligence,  and  how  the  usher  should 
discharge  his  duty,  and  that  if  they  should  find  any  thing  amiss  they  should 
redress  and  amend  it ; and  that  the  scholars  should  perform  public  exercises  in 
the  school  on  visitation-days,  in  the  presence  of  the  trustees,  as  declamations, 
or  speaking  of  verses,  that  their  proficiency  might  the  better  appear : 

That  the  trustees  should  pay  to  the  master  4/.  yearly,  on  the  day  of  the 
visitation,  which  he  should  lay  out  in  buying  books,  and  that  he  should  give 
them  to  such  poor  boys  as  should  be  most  deserving,  some  of  such  books  to  be 
given  to  the  poor  boys  under  the  usher’s  care,  not  exceeding  the  value  of  20  s.; 
and  that  the  master  should  yearly  at  the  visitation  give  an  account  of  the  disposal 
of  the  monev  and  books  : 

That  if  the  rector  of  Bury,  or  one  of  the  trustees,  should  please  to  preach  on 
the  visitation-day,  he  should  receive  20  s.  : 

That  the  statutes  should  be  read  on  every  visitation-day : 

That  7 /•  should  be  paid  out  of  the  income  for  apprenticing  a poor  boy  yearly, 
such  poor  boys  to  be  born  in  the  parish  and  town  of  Bury,  or  his  relations  born 
in  or  out  of  the  parish,  and  brought  up  at  the  free-school,  and  such  as  the 
master  should  present  to  the  trustees  as  well  qualified  for  a trade,  by  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic  ; the  choice  of  the  boys  to  be  left  to  the  trustees  : 

That  5 /.  should  be  expended  on  the  visitation-day  in  an  entertainment  for 
the  trustees,  at  which  the  preacher,  master,  and  usher,  together  with  whom  the 
trustees  should  please,  should  be  invited ; and  that  what  provision  should  be 
left  should  be  given  by  the  steward  to  such  poor  families  in  the  lane  and  town 
of  Bury  as  he  should  think  fit : 
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Bury.  That  the  trustees  should  ou  the  visitation -day  appoint  one  of  themselves,  or 

CirammaTschool  w^10m  they  should  please,  to  be  steward  or  rent-gatherer,  who  should  have 
continued.  ’ a salary  of  51.  a year,  and  should  make  up  his  accounts  to  the  trustees  every 

v J visitation-day,  to  be  examined,  and  entered  in  a book  to  be  kept  for  the 

purpose  : 

That  what  should  remain  of  the  income,  which  was  112/.,  over  and  above 
the  several  payments  before  ordered,  should  be  laid  up  in  the  strong  chest,  to 
be  kept  in  some  secure  place,  in  which  should  be  placed  all  the  writings 
belonging  to  the  school-estates,  the  same  to  have  three  locks,  to  be  kept  by  three 
of  the  trustees : 

That  a copy  of  the  Deed  of  Settlement  and  the  statutes  should  be  lodged 
in  the  registry  of  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  and  copies  of  the  statutes  delivered  to 
the  trustees,  and  a copy  of  so  much  as  related  to  the  master  and  usher,  to 
the  master : 

That  at  every  new  election  of  trustees  the  warden  of  Manchester,  if  not 
a bishop,  and  the  rectors  of  Bury  and  Prestwich  for  the  time  being,  should  be 
always  chosen  trustees,  hoping  they  would  sometimes  favour  the  school  of  Bury 
with  a nomination  to  one  of  Mr.  Hulme’s  exhibitions : 

That  every  scholar  chosen  exhibitioner  should  promise  that  whenever  he 
should  obtain  any  preferment  in  the  world  of  100/.  a year  he  would  make 
a handsome  present  in  money  to  the  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  school,  and  that 
the  trustees  should  put  him  in  mind  of  such  promise  on  all  fitting  occasions ; 
the  money  thus  paid  to  be  entered  in  the  book  of  accounts  under  a particular 
head,  with  the  name  of  the  benefactor,  and  the  date  of  the  donation,  and  such 
money  to  be  laid  up  in  the  strong  chest : 

That  the  money  in  the  strong  chest  should  remain  as  a standing  fund  ta 
supply  all  deficiencies  that  should  happen,  help  to  maintain  the  rights  and 
revenues  of  the  school  in  case  of  a law-suit,  and  keep  the  fabric  of  the  school 
in  good  repair ; and  as  soon  as  it  should  arise  to  a sum  sufficient,  that  the 
trustees  should  purchase  two  convenient  houses  therewith  for  the  master  and 
usher  to  dwell  in.  and,  when  it  could  be  done,  furnish  the  study  belonging  to 
the  school  with  the  most  useful  school-books  for  the  use  of  the  master  and  the 
uppermost  scholars  ; and  that  after  the  purchase  aforesaid,  as  there  would  still 
be  a growing  fund,  the  trustees  should  make  an  addition  to  the  salaries  of  the 
master  and  exhibitioners,  and  particularly  to  the  Jl.  for  apprenticing  of  poor 
boys  brought  up  at  the  school ; and  as  money  should  still  increase,  he  hoped 
the  trustees  would  dispose  of  it  in  all  future  times  for  the  good  of  the  school, 
as  they  in  their  wisdom  should  think  best ; and  that  no  money  should  be  lent 
out  to  interest  except  upon  undoubted  good  security,  and  with  the  consent  of 
every  one  of  the  trustees : 

That  the  master  and  usher  should  not  be  debarred  from  the  common 
privilege  of  receiving  presents  and  gratuities,  &c.  ; and  that  he  was  so  far  from 
putting  so  hard  a thing  upon  them,  that  he  required  the  parents  of  all  the 
scholars  to  be  kind  to  the  master  and  usher;  and  that  (besides  the  usual  cock- 
penny  at  shrovetide)  all  the  scholars  under  the  master  born  in  the  parish,  or  his 
relations,  should  present  the  master,  on  the  first  Monday  after  the  Epiphany,  and 
the  first  Monday  after  Midsummer-day,  a sum  of  money  not  exceeding  os.  or 
less  than  9s.  6d.;  and  that  those  under  the  usher  should  on  the  same  days 
present  him  with  a sum  not  exceeding  9s.  (id.  or  less  than  Is. ; and  that  each 
of  such  boys  as  aforesaid  under  the  master  should  pay  him  2 s.  6d.  on  his 
entrance,  and  that  each  boy  under  the  usher  should  pay  to  him  on  his  entrance 
Is. ; and  that  every  such  boy  should  pay  to  the  master  or  usher  6d.  yearly  on 
the  first  Monday  after  Michaelmas,  for  keeping  the  school-windows  in  repair ; 
but  that  if  it  should  appear  to  two  or  three  of  the  trustees  that  the  parents  of 
any  such  boys  should  be  so  very  poor  that  they  should  not  be  able  to  pay  the 
aforesaid  sums,  he  hoped  the  master  and  usher  would  not  require  the  same  : 

And  as  for  boys  born  out  of  the  parish,  not  being  his  relations,  and  under 
the  master’s  care,  he  left  it  to  him  to  make  his  own  terms  as  to  quarterage, 
gratuities,  &c. 

That  if  the  number  of  scholars  should  be  more  than  the  master  and  usher 
should  be  able  to  teach  well,  the  trustees  should  limit  the  number,  and  that 
none  should  be  taken  in  born  out  of  the  parish  but  when  there  should  be  room 
enough  : 


That 
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That  the  estate  of  Chadwick  should  be  let  to  the  best  advantage,  and  the  Bury. 

buildings  kept  in  good  repair,  according  to  the  covenants  in  the  leases  ; and  

that  as  often  as  any  new  leases  should  be  granted  it  should  be  by  a majority  at  Gram™^^ll0°  ’ 

least  of  the  trustees,  they  signifying  in  writing  to  the  steward  their  approbation,  v 

and  that  then  he,  with  two  or  more  of  the  trustees,  should  do  it ; and  that  the 
leases  should  be  sealed  with  the  donor’s  seal,  which  he  ordered  to  be  kept  in 
the  strong  chest : 

And  the  trustees  were  authorized  to  make  whatever  statutes  for  the  good  of 
the  school  as  they  in  their  wisdom  should  judge  meet,  provided  they  should 
not  order  any  thing  contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  founder  contained  in  these 
statutes. 

At  the  end  of  these  statutes  there  is  a memorandum  signed  by  the  founder, 
and  bearing  date  28th  April  1729,  whereby  he  directed  that  10  poor  girls 
born  in  the  said  town  and  parish  of  Bury,  should  be  sent  to  the  free-school 
there,  under  the  care  and  instruction  of  the  usher,  whom  he  required  to  take 
particular  care  of  them,  to  make  them  perfect  in  reading  their  Bible,  to 
teach  them  to  write  well,  and  to  be  good  accountants,  to  fit  them  for  trades, 
or  to  be  good  servants;  and  to  that  end  he  gave  5/.  a year,  for  ever, 
for  apprenticing  a poor  girl,  at  the  discretion  of  his  three  nieces  Dorothy 
Sudell,  widow,  Rachel,  the  wife  of  Richard  Allen,  Susan,  the  wife  of  Roger 
Kay,  of  Widdall,  their  heirs  and  successors,  whom  he  ordered  to  be  trus- 
tees of  this  charity,  and  to  choose  the  poor  girls,  and  commit  them  to  the 
care  of  the  usher  ; and  he  ordered  that  a poor  girl  should  be  apprenticed  every 
6th  of  May,  a new  one  to  be  appointed  by  his  said  three  nieces,  who  should 
always  keep  up  the  number  of  10  in  the  school,  orphans  to  have  the  preference  ; 
and  he  charged  his  estate  called  Warth,  in  Radcliffe,  with  the  payment  of  the 
said  5 l.  per  annum,  and  directed  his  niece  to  pay  it  to  the  girls  mistresses  as 
soon  as  bound,  and  he  gave  a power  of  distress  in  case  of  non-payment ; and 
he  further  directed  that  they  should  submit  their  accounts  once  every  year 
to  the  Rector  of  Bury,  and  his  successors ; and  that  the  poor  girls  should 
not  give  any  entrance-money,  or  pay  any  thing  to  the  usher,  except  6i/.  a-piece 
every  Michaelmas  for  windows  : In  a subsequent  memorandum  it  is  stated, 

that  it  was  agreed  that  the  master  and  usher  should  be  left  at  their  liberty 
either  to  receive  the  10  poor  girls,  or  to  agree  with  the  master  of  the  children 
of  the  court-house  to  take  them  for  his  scholars,  they  paying  him  for  his  pains. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  will  of  the  testator,  which  bears  date  only  a fevv 
days  before  the  memorandum  of  28th  April  1729,  contains  a devise  of  the 
rentcharge  here  referred  to. 

The  school-property  has  from  time  to  time  been  conveyed  to  new  trustees, 
seven  of  them  being  clergymen,  and  six  laymen,  as  directed  by  the  founder. 

The  last  trust-deed  bears  date  6th  May  1791  ; only  three  of  the  persons  therein 
named,  viz.  James  Starkey,  esq.  the  Rev.  James  Lyon,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Foxley,  are  now  living,  but  the  following  gentlemen  have  been  nominated  and 
act  as  trustees  with  them  : 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson  Calvert,  warden  of  Manchester,  and  the  Rev. 

Geoffrey  Hornby,  rector  of  Bury,  who  are  trustees  ex  officio. 


The  Rev.  John  Haughton,  rector  of 
Middleton. 

Rev.  James  Slade,  vicar  of  Bolton. 
Rev.  John  Clowes,  Fellow  of  the  Col- 
legiate Church  of  Manchester. 


Thomas  Norris,  esq. 
Thomas  Hitchinson,esq. 
Edmund  Yates,  esq. 

Sir  Robert  Peel,  bart. 
Robert  Ellis  Cunliffe,  esq. 


The  property  belonging  to  the  school  is  as  follows  : 

An  estate  called  Chadwick  Hall,  consisting  of  a mansion-house,  with  out- 
houses and  gardens,  and  several  closes,  and  a cottage,  yard  and  garden,  con- 
taining, in  the  whole  26  a.  2 r.  Ip.,  seven  yards  to  the  perch,  let  to  John  Leach, 
as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  100/.,  and  51.  Is.  6d.  for  tithes. 

All  the  rectorial  tithes  upon  the  charity-land  in  Spotland,  formerly  belonging 
to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  were  purchased  in  1814  for  248/.  14s.  3d., 
and  were  conveyed  to  the  then  trustees  by  Thomas  Ferrand,  by  deed,  bearing 
date  24th  November  1821. 

In  1798  these  premises  were  let  to  Robert  and  Abraham  Leech,  on  lease,  for 
a term  of  21  years,  at  61/.  10  s.,  which  was  afterwards  increased  to  66/.,  in 
Rep.  19.  F f consideration 
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Bury.  consideration  of  the  sum  of  60/.,  which  was  paid  back  to  the  lessee  for  improve- 

— ~ mentsupon  the  property.  After  the  expiration  of  this  lease  in  1823  the  rent  was 

increased  to  100/.  No  new  lease  was  granted,  and  the  trustees  have  lately 

v j endeavoured  to  eject  him  ; an  action  was  brought,  which  was  tried  at  the 

Lancaster  Assizes  in  the  Spring  of  1826,  but  which  failed  in  consequence  of  a 
written  agreement  having  been  produced  which  was  not  stampt,  and  conse- 
quently could  not  be  given  in  evidence.  The  tenant  is  injuring  the  property, 
not  keeping  sufficient  stock  upon  it,  and  in  May  1827  owed  12.5/.  185.  for 
rent,  a portion  of  which  was  afterwards  levied  by  distress.  The  buildings  are 
in  very  bad  repair,  but  if  put  into  condition  the  farm  would  now  let  at  a 
higher  rent,  but  100/.  was  as  much  as  could  be  got  in  1823. 

A tenement  called  Hands,  consisting  of  a house,  barn,  &c.  and  a cottage  and 
several  closes,  containing  in  the  whole  11a.  2r.  24  £p.  (seven  yards  to  the 
perch)  in  Spotland,  demised  to  William  Meadowcroft,  for  a term  of  nine  years, 
from  1st  May  1822,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  34/.  and  2/.  5s.  for  tithe. 

A tenement  called  Long  Field,  consisting  of  a house,  with  several  closes, 
containing  14a.  Or.  8p.,  like  measure,  demised  to  Ann  Clough,  lor  the  same 
term,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  46/.,  and  2/.  105.  for  tithe. 

A tenement  called  Pitts,  consisting  of  a house  and  two  closes,  containing 
7a.  3r.  2p.,  like  measure,  let  to  Robert  Holt,  for  the  same  term,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  32/.,  and  1/.  105.  for  tithe. 

A tenement  called  Cut  Lane,  consisting  of  a house  and  garden,  and  four 
closes,  containing  9 a.  3r.  34  p.,  like  measure,  let  to  John  Lee,  for  the  same 
term,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  34/.,  and  1/.  185.  6d.  for  tithes. 

In  all  these  leases  a power  is  reserved  to  the  trustees  to  take  any  part  of  the 
premises  that  should  be  required  for  the  purpose  of  letting  upon  building 
leases,  upon  certain  terms  therein  mentioned. 

An  estate  called  the  Half  Acre,  consisting  of  a house,  barn  and  cottages, 
and  several  closes,  containing  16  a.  2 r.  11p.,  like  measure,  let  to  Samuel  But- 
terworth,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  72/.  a year,  for  a term  of  nine  years  from  May 
1822,  but  no  lease  has  been  executed,  the  tenant  having  refused  to  pay  the 
expenses  thereof. 

A tenement  called  Catley  Lane,  consisting  of  a house,  garden,  and  five 
closes,  containing  in  the  whole  3a.  1 r.  28p.  like  measure,  let  to  widow 
Heyward,  as  yearly  tenant,  under  the  same  circumstances  as  the  last,  at  the 
rent  of  20/. 

These  rents  were  the  best  that  could  be  obtained,  a valuation  having  been 
made  by  a surveyor,  under  the  direction  of  the  trustees. 

Two  closes  called  the  School  Fields,  containing  4a.  3r.  31  p.,  like  measure, 

- let  to  Charles  Turner,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  12/. 

A field  called  Cutgate,  in  the  occupation  of  William  Lord,  who  holds  it  under 
an  agreement  for  the  purpose  of  getting  brick-earth,  at  the  rent  of  2/.  185.  a 
year,  and  15.  for  every  1,000  bricks  made  on  the  premises.  In  point  of  fact  he 
has  made  no  bricks,  but  he  cast  up  the  earth  for  the  purpose,  and  the  trustees 
intend  calling  upon  him  to  restore  it  again.  In  May  1827  his  rent  was  one 
year  in  arrear.  This  field  originally  contained  3r.  16p.,  but  a part  of  it  was 
about  the  year  1822  demised  to  Abraham  Tweedale,  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing on,  upon  a lease  of  999  years,  at  the  rent  of  7 /.  10 5. 

"The  trustees  also  receive  from  William  Heap,  of  Spotland,  3/.  3s.  yearly,  as 
an  acknowledgment  for  a fall  of  water  at  his  mill.  It  appears  by  the  minutes 
of  the  trustees,  that  in  May  1783  a lease  was  ordered  to  Richard  Bamford 
and  James  Holt,  of  a brook  running  through  Catley  Lane  estate,  for  the 
term  of  21  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  31.  3 s.  Upon  the  expiration  of  that 
term  it  was  considered  whether  it  would  admit  of  any  increase,  and  it  was 
thought  to  be  sufficient. 

By  Indenture,  dated  11th  January  1729,  the  Rev.  Roger  Kay  demised  to 
Richard  Lodge  a weir-cawl  or  dam  erected  across  a brook  in  Spotland  called 
Redbrook,  for  diverting  the  water  of  the  same,  or  part  thereof,  into  a close 
called  Pittfield,  parcel  of  a tenement  called  Oakerrod,  belonging  to  the  said 
Richard  Lodge,  for  1000  years,  at  the  rent  of  25.  6 cl. : this  rent  is  now  paid 
by  Joseph  Mellor. 

By  Indenture,  dated  6th  May  1810,  the  governors  demised  to  Charles  Milnes, 
bis  executors,  &c.  part  of  a close  called  the  Lower  Stockhay,  in  Spotland,  con- 
taining 
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taining  348  square  yards,  and  also  the  liberty  to  fetch  water  from  a well  to  be 
sunk  on  the  land  of  the  trustees,  at  the  north  corner  of  the  said  piece  of  ground 
described  as  therein  particularly  mentioned,  and  also  delineated  on  a map 
indorsed  on  the  indenture,  for  999  years,  paying  2/.  3 s.  6d.  yearly  on 
the  1st  day  of  November.  The  tenant  covenanted  to  make  a cop,  and  set  the 
same  with  quick-thorns  for  a fence  the  whole  length  of  the  said  land  on  the 
north  and  west  side  thereof,  and  keep  the  same  in  repair,  and  also  to  keep  in 
repair  all  buildings  erected  or  to  be  erected  thereon ; and  the  trustees  cove- 
nanted to  make  a well  in  the  place  above  mentioned,  and  continue  the  same 
open  as  a well  for  the  tenant  to  fetch  water  from  without  interruption. 

By  Indenture  of  the  same  date  the  trustees  demised  to  James  Dearden  part 
of  Baytro  tenement,  in  Spotland,  a ground  plan  whereof  is  delineated  on  the 
back  of  the  Indenture,  containing  1721  superficial  square  yards,  to  hold  for 
999  years,  paying  yearly  10/.  on  1st  November,  the  tenant  covenanting,  as  in 
the  former  case,  to  make  a cop,  and  plant  the  same  with  quick-thorns  for 
a fence  from  the  other  land  of  the  trustees,  and  keep  the  same  in  repair ; and 
also  within  12  months  to  build  a good  farm-house  with  brick,  and  slated,  and  to 
repair  and  maintain  the  same,  and  all  soughs  or  drains,  in  good  condition. 

By  Indenture,  dated  6th  May  1783,  the  trustees  demised  to  Christopher 
Harrison  and  John  Harrison,  parcel  of  the  close  called  the  Croft,  and  parcel 
of  the  tenement  called  Hand,  containing  in  length  on  the  northerly  and 
southerly  sides,  10  yards,  and  on  the  easterly  and  westerly  ends,  12  yards,  and 
in  the  whole  120  square  yards,  to  hold  to  the  said  lessees  as  tenants  in  common 
and  not  as  joint  tenants,  for  999  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  12s.  6d. ; and  the 
tenants  covenanted  to  build  before  the  6th  May  ensuing  two  good  messuages, 
two  stories  high,  of  the  yearly  value  of  3/.  each,  and  keep  the  same  in  repair; 
and  also  to  leave  unbuilt  upon  a space  of  six  yards  wide  all  along  the  westerly 
end  of  the  said  ground,  as  a carriage-road,  and  that  a plot  of  the  croft  lying  on 
the  northerly  side  of  the  garden,  and  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  said  plot, 
containing  from  east  to  west  ten  yards,  and  in  breadth  from  north  to  south 
three  yards,  should  be  kept  open  as  a road  during  the  said  term.  The  lessees 
j having  afterwards  been  permitted  to  take  in  a small  piece  of  land  to  enlarge  their 
court-yard,  this  rent  was  increased  to  18  s.  9 d.,  which  sum  is  paid  now  by 
I Joseph  Butterworth,  assignee  of  the  lease. 

The  trustees  also  receive  the  rentcharge  of  2 51.  from  the  Ewood  estate,  now 
the  property  of  Mr.  J.  Parkinson. 

In  addition  to  the  property  above  mentioned  there  is  the  sum  of  900/. 

1 three-per-cent  consols  standing  in  the  names  of  the  Rev.  James  Lyon, 
Rev.  Thomas  Foxley,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hutchinson,  producing  a dividend 
of  27/.  a year.  Of  this  stock,  400/.  was  purchased  in  July  1808  for  the  sum 
of  251/.,  and  500/.  in  June  1811  for  the  sum  of  323/.  2 s.  6d. 

The  whole  annual  income  derived  from  these  sources  amounts  to  442/.  Os,  9 d. 

There  is  a large  school  and  school-yard  near  the  church  in  Bury,  containing 
921  superficial  square  yards.  The  present  building  was  erected  upon  the  site 
of  the  old  school  about  the  year  1787,  at  an  expense,  as  appears  by  the  book  of 
accounts,  of  1,330/.  It  consists  of  one  large  room,  subdivided  into  two  bv  a 
screen,  which  does  not  reach  the  cieling. 

There  are  also  two  houses  in  what  was  formerly  called  the  Chapel  Field,  built 
by  the  trustees  about  the  year  I76O  for  the  use  of  the  master  and  usher,  and 
occupied  by  them  respectively.  These  premises  formed  part  of  tw'o  cottages, 
with  gardens,  situate  in  Manchester-street,  Bury,  and  a close  called  Heywood 
Field,  or  Chapel  Field,  containing  in  the  whole  2a.  Or.  4i\,  eight  yards  to 
the  rod,  which  were  demised  by  indenture,  dated  29th  September  1757,  by 
Edward  Earl  of  Derby,  in  consideration  of  180/.,  to  Thomas  Johnson,  for  three 
lives  named  in  the  lease,  paying  3s.  6d.  yearly.  The  trustees  became  pur- 
chasers of  these  premises  in  I76O  for  the  same  sum  of  180/.,  and  having  built 
houses  for  the  master  and  usher,  they  sold  in  1763  such  part  of  the  property 
as  was  not  required  for  that  purpose  for  the  sum  of  159/. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Crew  Boutflower,  M.  A.,  of  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge, 
is  the  present  head-master.  On  his  election  in  1823  he  gave  a bond  in  the 
penalty  of  500/.  not  to  serve  in  the  parish-church  of  Bury,  and  also  to  give  up 
the  school  when  required  thereto  by  the  trustees.  He  has  no  benefice.  He 
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Bury.  receives  200/.  a year,  and  resides  rent-free  in  the  house  appropriated  to  the 
— " , head-master,  with  liberty  to  take  ten  boarders.  There  is  a piece  of  ground 

Gra” ontinued  °°  ’ attached  to  the  house,  which  was  formerly  a garden,  but  is  now  used  as  a play- 

\ j ground.  The  head-master  has  the  superintendence  of  the  whole  school,  and  of 

the  usher ; in  the  upper  school,  which  is  peculiarly  under  his  care,  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  is  limited  to  2 5 boys,  (besides  his  boarders)  who  must  all  be  bom 
or  reside  in  Bury,  or  be  of  kin  to  the  founder.  If  there  is  a vacancy,  any  boy 
so  qualified,  upon  application  to  the  head-master,  is  admitted  of  course.  It 
does  not  appear  that  there  has  been  the  full  number  of  25  since  the  present 
master  was  elected,  and  20  may  be  considered  as  the  average  number.  The 
course  of  instruction  in  this  school  is  classical  and  mathematical ; no  boy 
is  admitted  until  he  is  competent  to  commence  reading  an  easy  Latin  author, 
and  if  any  one  is  found  not  competent,  he  is  sent  down  to  the  lower  school, 
from  which  he  may  return  to  the  upper  when  properly  qualified.  The  master 
has  in  his  house  nine  boarders  not  belonging  to  Bury,  who  are  instructed  in 
the  same  manner,  and  proceed  in  the  same  course  as  the  other  boys.  The 
trustees  do  not  interfere  with  the  charge  for  the  boarders,  that  being  by  the 
express  will  of  the  founder  left  to  the  master’s  discretion.  The  other  boys 
in  the  upper  school  pay  the  fees  prescribed  by  the  founder,  being  5 s.  on 
entrance,  and  5s.  on  each  of  three  other  days  of  the  year,  namely,  Shrove- 
tide, Midsummer,  and  Christmas,  and  2 s.  6d.  each  for  fire-money,  and  6d. 
for  windows. 

The  Hebrew  language  is  not  taught  in  the  school,  nor  has  there  been  any 
demand  for  it.  There  are  several  boys  in  the  school  who  it  is  supposed  will 
go  to  one  of  the  Universities ; and  one  scholar  w'ho  has  lately  passed  through 
the  school  is  now  an  exhibitioner  at  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Selkirk  is  usher.  He  was  appointed  in  May  182G  by  the 
trustees  and  the  head-master,  and  receives  a salary  of  100/., and  occupies  the  house 
and  garden  appropriated  to  his  use.  On  his  appointment  he  entered  into  a bond 
in  the  penalty  of  200/.  not  to  serve  in  the  parish-church  of  Bury,  and  for  the 
general  observance  of  the  statutes  of  the  founder,  and  to  relinquish  the  school 
on  any  breach  of  them.  In  the  lower  school,  which  is  more  immediately  under 
his  care,  the  number  of  pupils  is  limited  to  50.  This  number  is  always  full, 
and  there  are  generally  from  40  to  50  applications  on  the  list  for  the  vacancies, 
which  are  filled  up  by  the  master  according  to  priority,  except  that  a pre- 
ference is  always  given  to  any  relation  of  the  founder.  Excepting  those  wiio 
are  of  the  founder’s  kin,  they  are  all  bom  or  resident  in  the  parish  of  Bury. 
The  usher  does  not  take  any  boarders,  nor  has  he  private  pupils. 

A few  boys  come  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  school,  but  it  is  not  frequent. 
The  course  of  instruction  afforded  in  the  lower  school  is  more  generally  required 
in  the  parish  than  that  given  in  the  upper  school.  Before  admission,  the  chil- 
dren are  required  to  be  able  to  read  well,  and  they  are  taught,  in  addition  to 
reading,  writing  and  accounts,  English  grammar,  geography,  and  English  his- 
tory ; and  if  a boy  intends  to  advance  to  the  upper  school  he  is  taught  the 
Latin  grammar.  The  children  generally  stay  to  13  or  15  years  of  age. 

Besides  his  salary,  the  usher  receives  for  the  boys  in  the  lower  school  half  the 
sum  in  fees  which  are  paid  by  each  boy  in  the  upper  school.  The  boys  pay 
also  2 s.  6d.  each  for  fire,  and  6d.  for  windows. 

The  boys  generally  find  their  own  books,  but  in  the  lower  school  some 
children  are  s'upplied  with  books  out  of  the  school-funds. 

Of  the  sum  of  4/.  allowed  by  the  founder  for  books,  31.  is  applied  for  the 
purchase  of  books  of  reference  for  the  upper  school,  and  there  is  derived  from 
this  source  a small  library,  and  also  a pair  of  globes  for  the  use  of  the  scholars ; 
and  the  remaining  1 /.  is  applied  for  the  use  of  the  lowrer  school,  in  somewhat 
the  same  manner. 

On  the  6th  May  annually  the  trustees,  masters  and  boys,  attend  Divine 
Service  at  the  parish-church,  when  a sermon  is  preached  as  directed  by  the 
founder.  On  the  same  day,  parts  of  the  statutes  are  read  to  the  boys,  and 
speeches  are  recited,  and  books  are  distributed  as  prizes  by  the  trustees  to  the 
senior  boys.  At  two  other  periods  of  the  year  the  head-master  gives  books 
as  prizes  to  such  of  his  pupils,  whether  boarders  or  day-boys,  as  answer  best 
upon  examination.  The  same  practice  is  observed  by  the  usher  in  the  lower 
school,  but  they  have  no  prizes  from  the  trustees. 


There 
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There  is  no  other  master  allowed  by  the  foundation,  but  there  is  an  assistant 
master,  who  is  paid  by  the  head-master  and  usher,  who  assists  occasionally  in 
both  schools. 

The  hours  of  attendance  are  from  8 to  12  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  summer 
from  half  past  2 to  half  past  5 ; in  winter,  from  2 till  dusk.  The  day  is  begun 
and  ended  with  prayer,  and  the  injunctions  of  the  founder  with  respect  to  the 
religious  instruction  of  the  children  are  strictly  observed. 

The  children  do  not  go  to  church  in  a body  on  Sundays,  as  there  is  no  place 
set  apart  for  them  there,  but  every  day  in  Passion-week  they  are  all  taken  there 
together. 

No  boy  has  been  apprenticed  since  the  appointment  of  the  present  master. 
It  is  stated  by  the  treasurer,  who  has  acted  in  that  capacity  since  1809,  that 
the  reason  why  so  few  apprentices  have  been  placed  out  is,  that  in  many 
instances  the  fathers  of  the  boys,  and  persons  who  only  wanted  the  apprentice- 
fee,  made  applications  for  apprentices  ; and  as  the  boys  did  not  receive  the 
benefit  which  was  intended,  the  practice  of  placing  out  apprentices  has  in  con- 
sequence fallen  very  much  into  disuse.  He  states,  however,  that  if  an  appli- 
cation was  made  for  placing  out  a boy  in  a proper  situation,  it  would  be 
attended  to  by  the  trustees,  but  they  do  not  consider  that  the  funds  are  suffi- 
cient to  allow  of  a very  large  premium. 

The  10  girls,  who  are  instructed  according  to  the  directions  of  the  testator, 
do  not  appear  ever  to  have  been  taught  in  the  school-house,  but  the  master  and 
usher  formerly  paid  7 /•  a year  to  a schoolmistress  for  their  education.  In  1818, 
the  trustees  thought  it  expedient  to  relieve  them  from  this  burthen,  and  since 
that  period  the  treasurer  has  regularly  paid  a schoolmistress  7 /.a  year  for 
that  purpose.  These  girls  are  selected  by  Mrs.  Norris,  the  wife  of  the  trea- 
surer, by  desire  of  Miss  Nuttall,  who  is  the  representative  of  the  nieces  of  the 
founder. 

The  yearly  sum  of  51.,  given  by  the  founder  for  this  purpose,  is  applied 
in  binding  out  one  of  these  girls  annually  as  an  apprentice,  selected  by 
Mrs.  Norris. 

The  sum  of  51.  is  paid  annually  by  Mrs.  Bealey,  whose  husband,  lately  de- 
ceased, was  the  proprietor  of  the  Warth  estate,  that  estate  having  been  from 
time  to  time  conveyed  subject  to  this  charge. 

The  regular  annual  Payments  at  the  present  time  are  as  follows : 


The  head-master  ------- 

The  second  master  - --  --  --  - 

Rachael  Dickinson,  schoolmistress,  for  instructing  ten  girls  - 
For  an  annual  sermon  on  6th  May  - 

For  the  entertainment  of  the  trustees  on  the  day  of  meeting 
Given  to  the  poor  on  the  same  day  - 
Allowance  for  prizes  to  the  scholars  - 
For  books  for  the  school-library  - 

The  steward’s  salary  ------- 

Allowed  to  the  ringers  5 s. ; clerk  2 s.  6d. ; and  organist  15  s.' 
on  6th  May  -------- 


£.  s.  d. 
200  - - 
100  - - 

7 - “ 

22- 

x5  - ~ 
2 - - 
22- 

4 - ~ 
15  - - 

1 3 6 


One  exhibition 


384  7 6 

25  - - 


£. 


409  8 6 


The  incidental  expenses  are  trifling,  and  consist  chiefly  of  the  allowance  of 
31.  or  4<L  annually  for  the  entertainment  of  the  tenants  on  the  two  rent-days, 
and  such  sums  as  may  be  required  for  repairs,  which  are  principally  on  the 
school  and  the  master’s  houses,  and  occasionally  for  such  repairs  upon  the 
estates  as  the  tenants  are  not  bound  to  do. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  year  ending 


1825  was 

£.  5. 

- 382  16 

1826  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 500  - 

1827  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 467  13 
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The  accounts  are  made  up  yearly  on  6th  of  May,  and  on  that  day  in  the  year 
1827  there  was  a balance  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Norris,  the  treasurer,  of 
136/.  16^.  1 d.,  for  which  he  pays  interest  at  3 J per-cent. 

There  are  two  exhibitions  paid  whenever  there  are  fit  applications  for  them. 
The  amount  of  each  was  augmented  from  20/.  to  2 51.  in  1824.  Previously  to 
the  appointment  of  the  present  exhibitioner  in  1825,  there  had  been  no  scholar 
receiving  the  benefit  of  this  part  of  the  charity  since  1800. 

Guest’s  Charity. 

John  Guest,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  28th  September  1653,  reciting  that  he, 
with  William  Downall  and  Robert  Parr,  by  Indenture,  bearing  date  24th  Sep- 
tember 1653,  had  conveyed  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Herle  and  others,  certain 
lands  and  tenements  in  Abram,  with  a power  reserved  to  himself  of  charging 
the  same  by  his  will  with  any  rentcharge,  in  pursuance  of  such  powrer  appointed 
and  gave  to  the  minister  of  the  parish-church  of  Winwick,  and  his  successors, 
a yearly  rent  of  31.  1 5 s.  issuing  out  of  the  said  premises,  that  he  might  there- 
with buy  112  yards  of  linen  cloth,  to  be  bestowed  on  45  of  the  poorest  people 
within  the  said  parish,  such  as  he  should  conceive  to  stand  in  greatest  need  of 
the  same ; and  he  likewise  appointed  and  gave  to  the  ministers  of  the  parish- 
churches  of  Leigh,  of  Wigan,  of  Dean,  of  Radcliffe,  of  Bolton,  of  Bury,  and 
of  Middleton,  respectively,  the  like  yearly  sums  of  31.  15  s.  to  be  distributed 
in  their  respective  parishes  in  the  same  manner. 

By  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  15th  Charles  2,  reciting  the  will  of  the  said 
John  Guest,  and  also  the  indentures  therein  referred  to,  and  further  reciting, 
that  the  premises  above  mentioned  had  been  found  not  to  be  of  sufficient  value 
to  pay  the  said  several  sums  of  31.  155.,  so  that  the  said  charitable  gifts  could 
not  be  duly  performed,  wherefore  it  had  been  agreed  by  the  Bishop  of  Chester 
to  whose  bishopric  the  parsonage  of  Wigan  wras  annexed,  and  by  the  parsons 
and  rectors,  of  the  other  parishes  above  mentioned,  and  that  it  wras  the  desire  of 
the  parishioners  of  the  said  several  parishes,  and  of  John  Smethurst,  the  ow7ner 
and  occupier  of  the  said  premises,  that  the  said  bishop,  and  other  parsons  and 
rectors  should  be  discharged  of  the  trusts  in  them  resposed,  yet  so  that  the 
said  charitable  use  might  thereafter  be  performed  by  and  out  of  other  lands 
which  the  said  John  Smethurst  had  agreed  to  purchase  with  the  sum  of  500/. 
to  be  settled  as  in  the  said  Act  after  mentioned,  for  the  maintaining  of  the 
charitable  gift  of  the  said  John  Guest ; It  wras  enacted,  that  the  said  John 
Smethurst  should  with  all  convenient  speed  purchase  lands  and  tenements  in 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  such  manner  as  should  be  approved  of  by  Sir 
Roger  Bradshaigh,  knight,  and  15  others,  viz.,  twro  persons  of  each  parish  who  it 
had  been  agreed  should  be  the  first  trustees,  and  that  he  should  pay  for  such 
purchase  500/. ; that  when  the  same  should  be  purchased,  two  substantial  free- 
holders of  each  parish  should  be  nominated  trustees,  in  trust,  for  the  better 
support  of  the  said  charitable  gift,  and  the  said  first  16  trustees  were  thereby 
appointed.  And  it  was  enacted,  that  whenever  there  should  be  but  three,  tw7o 
or  one  trustee  living,  the  survivors  or  survivor  should  convey  the  said  premises 
to  16  other  good  and  able  freeholders,  two  of  each  parish ; and  that  until  the 
said  sum  of  500/.  should  be  so  laid  out,  the  said  premises  in  Abram  should 
stand  charged  with  the  yearly  sum  of  31.  105.  to  each  of  the  said  parishes  ; and 
that  when  the  said  purchase  should  be  completed,  the  said  premises  in  Abram 
should  be  discharged  from  the  charitable  use  aforesaid  ; and  that  after  the  lands 
should  be  so  purchased  the  said  parsons  and  rectors  should  see  that  the  cha- 
ritable use  was  duly  performed. 

We  do  not  find  that  this  sum  of  500/.  was  ever  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
land  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  *,  it  will  appear,  how- 
ever, hereafter  that  several  of  the  parishes  interested  received  their  proportions 
of  the  sum  of  500/.  in  money,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  same  course  was 
adopted  in  all. 

It  appears  from  an  ancient  paper  writing  preserved  amongst  the  deeds  be- 
longing to  Shepherd’s  Charity  hereafter  mentioned,  that  the  share  belonging  to 
this  parish  was  paid  in  money,  and  divided  between  Bury  and  Tottington,  the 
former  taking  40/.,  and  the  latter  20/.  for  their  share. 

The  paper  alluded  to  is  dated  August  30,  1695,  and  is  in  substance  as 
follow's  : 

At  a meeting  held  at  the  parish-church  of  Bury,  it  was  ordered,  that,  wliereas 

John 
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John  Guest  gave  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Bury  60/.,  then  in  the  hands  of 
Thomas  Gipps,  John  Holt  and  five  others  should  be  feoffees  in  behalf  of  the 
township  of  Bury,  and  Thomas  Nuttall,  Jeremiah  Ainsworth,  and  Robert  Eton, 
of  Edenfield,  for  the  township  of  Tottington,  with  power  to  receive  the  same 
money,  and  dispose  of  the  same. 

Item. — It  was  further  agreed  that  Thomas  Gipps  should  pay  to  the  feoffees 
for  the  township  of  Bury  40/.,  and  to  the  feoffees  of  the  township  of  Totting- 
ton 20/.,  and  that  the  two  townships  should  manage  their  own  shares  of  the 
said  60/.  severally,  for  their  own  poor,  and  should  not  any  more  intermeddle 
with  each  other  in  this  concern.  That  when  two  only  of  the  feoffees  of  Bury 
should  remain,  the  two  remaining  should  call  the  inhabitants  together,  and 
choose  four  new  ones ; and  that  when  only  one  should  remain  in  Tottington, 
that  one  should  in  like  manner  call  the  township  together  to  choose  two  new 
ones. 

The  Rev.  Geoffrey  Hornby,  the  present  rector  of  Bury,  states  that  when  he 
came  to  the  parish,  between  eight  and  nine  years  ago,  he  received  30/.,  which 
he  was  informed  was  a moiety,  and  all  that  could  be  recovered,  of  a sum  of  60/., 
which  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  former  rector,  who  had  become  insolvent, 
and  that  the  money  was  left  by  John  Guest  for  supplying  linen  cloth  to  the 
poor  of  the  whole  of  the  parish. 

This  sum  of  30/.  has  remained  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hornby  ever  since  ; he 
allows  305.  interest  for  it,  which  is  added  to  the  produce  of  Banks’s  charity 
hereafter  mentioned,  and  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth.  The  linen  is 
divided  into  six  parts,  two  of  which  are  appropriated  to  Bury,  and  one  to  each 
of  the  townships  of  Elton,  Heap  and  Heywood,  Walmsley  and  Tottington, 
Higher  and  Lower  End.  The  cloth  is  divided  into  pieces,  and  sent  to  each 
township  for  distribution  by  Mr.  Hornby,  about  Christmas,  yearly. 

He  distributes  it  himself  in  Bury,  amongst  the  most  deserving  poor  persons, 
men  and  women,  a shirt  and  shift  each,  as  far  as  it  will  go,  and  it  is  distributed 
in  the  same  manner  in  the  other  townships.  The  whole  quantity  given  is  about 
150  yards. 

We  apprehend  there  must  be  some  mistake  in  supposing  that  the  full  sum  of 
60/.  was  in  the  hands  of  the  late  rector  of  Bury  on  account  of  Guest’s  Charity, 
as  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  31.  135.  4 d.  is  still  placed  out  at  interest  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Cowpe  Lench,  New  Hall  Hey,  and  Hall 
Carr,  which  although  within  the  parish  lies  at  a considerable  distance  from  Bury, 
and  is  in  the  Hundred  of  Blackburn. 

Rothwell’s  Charity. 

The  table  of  benefactions  states  that  Thomas  Rothwell,  in  1737,  gave  10/. 
to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  and  it  is  added  on  the  tombstone  in  the  church,  that 
the  interest  was  to  be  laid  out  in  sixpenny  jannocks,  in  the  church,  yearly,  the 
first  Sunday  after  Epiphany,  to  poor  housekeepers  not  receiving  relief,  and  that 
it  was  ordered  that  the  rector  should  be  trustee. 

On  coming  to  the  rectory  Mr.  Hornby  received  51.  as  half  of  10/.,  arising 
from  this  charity,  which  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  former  rector,  under  the 
circumstances  mentioned  in  the  preceding  case. 

• This  money  is  now  in  his  hands,  and  he  allows  5s.  interest  for  it. 

The  amount  is  added  to  money  received  for  fines,  and  given  away  in  four- 
penny  loaves  to  poor  persons  most  regularly  attending  the  church. 

Banks’s  Charity. 

The  table  of  benefactions  in  Bury  church  states  that  the  Rev.  James  Banks , 
rector  in  1743,  left  60/.  to  the  poor  of  the  parish.  We  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  a copy  of  Mr.  Banks’s  will. 

The  sum  of  31.  a year  is  regularly  paid  at  Christmas  to  the  rector  of  Bury, 
by  the  agent  of  an  estate  called  Winstanley,  near  Wigan,  which  formerly  belonged 
to  the  testator,  and  was  the  property  of  the  late  Thomas  Merrick  Banks,  esq. 

This  sum  of  3 /.  is  added  to  Guest’s  Charity,  and  distributed  in  linen  cloth 
in  the  manner  before  mentioned. 

Lomax’s  Charity. 

The  table  of  benefactions  states  that  the  Rev.  John  Lomax , by  Will,  in 
1694,  left  10/.  to  the  poor  of  the  parish.  In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament 
in  1786  this  sum  is  stated  to  be  lost. 
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TOWNSHIPS  OF  BURY,  HEAP,  ELTON,  AND  WALMSLEY. 

Waring’s  Charity. 

Bury,  Heap,  Elton,  Samuel  J faring,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  8th  September  1742,  gave  20/.  to  be 

and  \\  almsley.  t out  t0  interest,  and  the  interest  arising  from  the  same  to  "be  laid  out  in 

Waring’s  Charity,  linen  cloth,  to  be  equally  distributed  in  the  four  hamlets  of  Walmsley,  Hean, 

v , Elton,  and  Burv,  by  Joshua  Waring  for  Bury,  James  Baron  for  Elton,  Robert 

Kay  for  Walmsley,  and  Richard  Wild  for  Heap;. with  directions  that  when 
any  one  of  the  said  trustees  should  die,  the  other  three  should  choose  another. 

It  is  understood  that  the  original  sum  of  20/.  was  increased  by  other  dona- 
tions or  subscriptions  to  84/.  This  money  was  for  a long  time  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Johnson,  of  Tyldesley  Banks,  by  whom  4/.  45.  interest  was  paid 
for  it,  which  was  regularly  distributed,  chiefly  to  poor  women,  in  linen  cloth, 
by  four  different  persons  in  the  four  townships  above  named,  to  each  of  whom 
one  guinea’s-worth  of  cloth  was  sent  by  Mr.  Johnson. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Johnson  between  two  and  three  years  ago  the 
payment  was  discontinued,  but  George  Ormerod,  esquire,  who  succeeded  to 
his  property,  has  agreed  to  charge  it  with  the  payment  of  4/.  45.  a year  ; and 
we  have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Woodcock,  a solicitor  of  Bury,  that  by  deed, 
bearing  date  8th  December  1827,  the  above-mentioned  George  Ormerod  has 
granted  to  Thomas  Johnson  Ormerod,  Thomas  Hutchinson,  Samuel  Holker 
the  elder,  Samuel  Holker  the  younger,  James  Hutchinson,  William  Calrow, 
John  Grundy,  and  Allen  Norris,  and  their  heirs,  an  annuity  or  rentcharge  of 
4/.  45.,  payable  on  the  1st  November,  yearly,  out  of  a parcel  of  land  called 
the  Clough  Field,  containing  in  the  whole,  by  estimation,  2a.  Or.  12p.  and 
32  yards,  Lancashire  measure,  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch,  upon  the  trusts 
originally  intended  by  the  wills  of  Samuel  Waring  the  elder,  and  Samuel  Waring 
the  younger,  which  were  for  the  purpose  of  being  laid  out  in  linen  cloth,  to 
be  distributed  annually  among  the  necessitous  families  of  Bury,  Heap,  Elton, 
and  Walmsley,  with  powers  of  entry  and  distress  in  case  of  non-payment.  And 
it  is  by  the  said  deed  provided,  that  when  any  of  the  said  trustees,  or  any  future 
trustees,  should  die,  or  desire  to  resign,  or  be  discharged  from  the  trusts,  or 
should  be  about  to  go  beyond  the  seas,  the  surviving  or  remaining  trustees 
should  by  writing  under  their  hands  and  seals  appoint  other  fit  persons  as 
trustees  for  the  same  purposes. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BURY. 

Shepherd’s  Charity. 

Bury-  By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  29th  January  and  1st 

Shepherd’s  Charity  February  1666,  between  Robert  Shepherd,  of  the  one  part,  and  Thomas 
Whitehead,  and  five  others,  of  the  other  part,  the  said  Robert  Shepherd  con- 
veyed to  the  said  Thomas  Whitehead  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage 
and  tenement  called  Hall-de-Hill  in  Elton,  and  all  other  his  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  the  parish  of  Bury,  upon  trust,  that  after  the  death  of  the  said 
Robert  Shepherd  they  should  receive  and  take  a yearly  rentcharge  of  9/,, 
payable  on  the  29th  September  ; and  that  the  sum  of  7/.  IO5.,  part  thereof, 
should  be  disposed  of  for  the  better  succour  and  relief  or  provision  of  such 
poor  housekeepers  within  the  town  and  hamlet  of  Bury  as  should  have  no 
parochial  relief;  and  also  for  the  binding  and  putting  forth  apprentice  to  some 
manual  or  mechanic  trades,  or  other  preferment,  the  poor  children  of  such 
poor  householders  as  aforesaid,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  said  trustees  ; 
and  that  the  yearly  sum  of  1/.  105.,  residue  thereof,  should  be  retained  and 
divided  amongst  the  said  trustees  so  long  as  they  should  perform  the  trusts 
aforesaid,  in  recompense  of  their  labour  and  expenses  ; and  it  was  provided, 
that  when  any  three  of  the  trustees  should  be  dead,  the  survivors  should 
within  six  months  convey  the  said  rentcharge  to  three  other  such  sufficient 
householders  within  the  parish  of  Bury  as  they  should  elect,  upon  the  like 
trusts. 

This  rentcharge  has  been  conveyed  from  time  to  time  to  new  trustees  ; and 
by  indenture,  bearing  date  6th  May  1818,  Samuel  Holker,  the  then  only 
surviving  trustee,  conveyed  the  same  to  Thomas  Hutchinson,  Richard 

5 Greaves 
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Greaves  Hodgson,  Thomas  Norris,  the  Rev.  Geoffrey  Hornby,  and  Thomas  Bury. 

Haslam,  to  the  use  of  himself  and  the  said  grantees.  SheoherTTcharitv 

The  yearly  sum  of  91  is  paid  by  Miss  Jane  Holker,  the  present  owner  of  pcontin^ 

the  property  called  Hall-de-Hill.  \ _ — _ s 

A meeting  is  held  annually,  some  day  in  the  month  of  January,  at  which 
two  at  least  of  the  trustees  attend,  public  notice  having  been  previously  given  ; 
they  then  select  such  poor  persons  of  the  township  of  Bury  as  are  thought  the 
fittest  objects  of  charity,  and  have  not  at  any  time  received  parochial  relief ; 
and  the  amount  of  the  rentcharge,  after  deducting  a small  sum  for  the  expenses 
of  the  day,  is  divided  amongst  them  in  sums  varying  from  5 s.  to  1 5 s.  The 
only  extraordinary  expense  incurred  in  the  last  10  years  was  for  the  last  new 
trust-deed. 

For  some  years  the  whole  rents  of  the  land  were  applied  to  the  pui poses  of 
the  charity,  but  as  this  was  clearly  a mistake,  the  land  was  afterwards  given  up 
to  the  heir  at  law,  and  the  rentcharge  only  has  been  received  since  by  the 
trustees. 


Yates’s  Charity. 

William  Yates,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  15th  May  1810,  gave  to  the  trustees  Yates’s  Charity, 
of  and  for  the  charity-school  in  Bury,  and  to  their  successors,  the  sum  of  400/. 
in  trust,  to  put  out  the  same  upon  real  or  government  securities,  and  divide  the 
interest  arising  from  the  same,  either  yearly  or  half-yearly  amongst  such  and  so 
many  of  the  deserving  poor  persons  of  and  belonging  to  the  township  of  Bury 
as  they  should  in  their  discretion  think  fit  and  proper  objects  to  receive  relief; 
and  he  directed  the  fundjmd  interest  from  time  to  time  to  be  called  “ Yates’s 
Charity.” 

From  this  legacy  the  sum  of  40/.  was  deducted  for  the  duty,  and  the  remain- 
der was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  385/.  105.  8 d.  five  per-cent  Navy  Annui- 
ties, which,  upon  the  reduction  of  that  stock  in  1823,  was  converted  into  the 
sum  of  404/.  165.  2 d.  new  four-per-cent  annuities;  this  stock  now  stands  in 
the  names  of  Thomas  Hutchinson,  John  Scholes,  and  William  Walker,  three  of 
the  trustees  of  the  national-school  in  Bury,  and  the  dividends,  amounting  to 
16/.  8s.  10 d.  per  annum,  are  received  by  the  treasurer,  and  divided  amongst 
poor  aged  persons  of  the  township  of  Bury,  who  are  appointed  by  the  trustees 
above  mentioned,  as  vacancies  occur,  chiefly  in  sums  ol  10$.  each.  A regular 
account  is  kept  of  the  distribution. 

Howard’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Howard,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  11th  October  1808,  and  proved  at  Howard’s  Charity. 
Chester,  gave  to  his  brother  John  Howard,  and  his  sisters  Sarah  Smith  and 
Martha  Barnes,  a factory  situate  at  Elton  Fold,  in  Elton,  and  other  premises  then 
on  lease  to  Messrs.  Livesay  and  Company,  to  hold  the  same  as  tenants  in  common 
during  his  title  and  interest  therein,  subject  to  and  expressly  charged  with,  as  to 
the  said  factory  and  other  premises  leased  to  Messrs.  Livesay,  the  payment  of  an 
annuity  of  7 /•  7 s.,  during  the  lives  in  the  lease,  from  the  Earl  of  Derby  to  his 
trustees  ; and  he  directed  his  trustees  to  pay  the  said  sum  of  7/.  7 s.  yearly  and 
every  year,  namely  2/.  2 s.  to  the  Manchester  Infirmary,  and  51.  5s.  to  be  laid 
out  in  blankets  to  be  given  annually  to  the  poor  of  and  belonging  to  the  town- 
ship of  Elton,  with  power  of  entry  and  distress  in  case  of  non-payment ; and 
he  appointed  Robert  Parker,  and  Thomas  Norris,  of  Bury,  and  his  nephew, 

Thomas  Howard,  trustees  and  executors  of  his  will. 

The  land  upon  which  the  factory  was  built  was  demised  by  the  Earl  of  Derby, 
for  the  lives  of  the  testator  Thomas  Howard,  the  Right  Honourable  Robert 
Peel,  and  his  brother  William  Yates  Peel,  esquire. 

Mr.  Thomas  Howard  the  nephew  receives  7 /.  7s.  annually,  and  pays  2/.  2 s. 
to  the  Manchester  Infirmary,  and  distributes  5/.  5$.  worth  of  blankets  in  No- 
vember to  the  poor  of  Elton.  There  are  generally  about  10  pair  of  blankets 
given  away,  one  pair  to  a family. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  HEAP  AND  HEYWOOD. 

Heywood  School. 

James  Lancashire,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  30th  July  1737?  gave  for  the  use  HeapandHeywoo 

and  benefit  of  the  three  following  schools,  viz.  one  at  or  near  Unsworth  Chapel,  

another  at  Heywood  Chapel,  and  another  in  Walmsley,  the  sum  of  50/.  a-piece,  IIeywood  Scbo° 
Rep.  19.  G g to 
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Heap  and  Hey  wood,  to  be  paid  to  such  and  so  many  of  the  principal  freeholders  or  inhabitants  having 
; estates  in  those  townships  near  the  said  several  schools  as  within  three  years  after 

Heyw^ood^School,  t|ecease  should  raise  the  like  sum  of  50/.  for  each  of  the  said  schools,  for 

' ^ — * / teaching  poor  children  to  read  English,  and  their  better  education  in  the  prin- 

ciples of  the  Church  of  England ; and  he  directed  that  the  schoolmasters  or 
dames  of  each  of  the  said  schools  should  in  consideration  thereof  educate  so 
many  poor  children,  not  exceeding  ten  in  number,  as  from  time  to  time  should 
be  severally  nominated  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
said  towns,  with  the  advice  and  concurrence  of  the  minister  or  curates  of  the  said 
chapels,  and  when  there  should  not  be  any  such  curates,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  the  rector  of  the  parish  for  the  time  being,  and  he  appointed  James  and 
John  Lancashire  his  executors. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  23d  and  24th  January 
1737,  and  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  between  James  Star/ct/  the  elder, 
of  the  first  part,  James  Lancashire  and  John  Lancashire,  executors  of  the  will 
of  James  Lancashire,  deceased,  of  the  second  part,  John  Starky  the  elder,  of 
Heywood,  and  John  Starky  the  younger,  of  the  third  part,  and  James  Hilton, 
of  Pennington,  John  Brideoak,  of  Atherton,  John  Green  and  James  Green, 
of  Bedford,  William  Bamford,  of  Heap,  the  Rev.  Nathan  Stock,  minister  of 
Heywood  Chapel,  James  Starky  the  younger,  son  of  John  Starky  the  elder, 
James  Meadowcroft,  churchwarden  and  overseer  of  Heap,  and  John  Lanca- 
shire, of  Langley,  of  the  fourth  part,  reciting  the  will  of  Henry  Bolton,  and 
other  matters  relating  thereto,  as  already  stated  under  the  head  of  the  town- 
ship of  Pennington,  in  the  parish  of  Leigh,  in  a former  part  of  this  Report ; 
and  further  reciting  the  will  of  James  Lancashire  as  above,  and  that  the 
said  John  Starky  the  elder,  for  obtaining  the  said  legacy  of  501.  for  the 
use  of  Heywood  School,  had  offered  to  advance  50/.  for  the  same  purpose; 
but  that  the  said  executors,  with  the  said  Nathan  Stock  and  James  Meadow- 
croft, for  the  securing  the  last-mentioned  charity,  had  requested  the  said  John 
Starky  to  accept  of  the  50/.  bequeathed  by  the  said  testator  James  Lancashire  ; 
and  in  lieu  thereof,  and  of  the  other  50/.  proposed  to  be  advanced  by  him,  to 
settle  a rentcharge  or  clear  yearly  rent  of  3 /.  in  the  manner  thereafter  men- 
tioned, to  which  request  he  had  agreed  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said 
John  Starky  the  elder  was  seised  of  a bay  of  building  and  a chamber  over  the 
same,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Heywood,  called  and  then  used  as  a school- 
house,  which  he  had  erected  adjoining  the  north  side  of  Heywood  Chapel, 
and  also  of  the  reversion  of  two  messuages,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Hey- 
wood, contiguous  to  the  said  school,  one  called  Barlows,  and  the  other  called 
Kays ; the  said  James  Starky  the  elder,  and  John  Starky  the  elder,  for  settling 
the  premises  thereinbefore  mentioned  for  the  uses  thereinafter  expressed,  and  in 
consideration  of  50/.  paid  to  the  said  John  Starky  the  elder  by  the  said  James  and 
John  Lancashire,  conveyed  to  the  said  James  Hilton  and  others,  parties  of  the 
fourth  part,  and  their  heirs,  certain  premises  in  Bedford  and  Pennington,  in 
the  parish  of  Leigh,  therein  particularly  described,  and  also  the  building 
called  the  School-house,  in  Heywood,  and  the  two  messuages  in  Heywood 
called  Barlows,  and  Kays,  with  the  appurtenances,  upon  the  trusts  therein- 
after mentioned,  viz.  as  for  and  concerning  the  said  new  building  called 
the  School-house,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Heywood,  to  the  use  of  the  said 
William  Bamford,  Nathan  Stock,  James  Starky  the  younger,  James  Meadow- 
croft, and  John  Lancashire,  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  to  permit  the  same 
to  be  used  as  a school-house  by  such  person  as  the  said  John  Starky  the 
elder,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  owmers  of  the  capital  messuage  called  Heywood 
Hall,  should  from  time  to  time  appoint  to  be  the  master  or  dame  of  the  said 
school ; and  as  concerning  the  two  messuages,  wdth  the  appurtenances,  in 
Fleywood,  called  Barlows,  and  Kays,  to  the  intent  that  the  last-named 
trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  yearly  take  the  yearly  rent  of  5/. 
at  Midsummer  and  Christmas,  and  dispose  of  31.,  part  thereof,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  master  or  dame  of  Heywood  School  for  the  time  being,  so  long  as 
he  or  she  should  diligently  teach  such  and  so  many  poor  children  to  read 
English,  and  to  educate  and  instruct  them  as  directed  by  the  will  of  the 
said  testator,  James  Lancashire,  and  dispose  of  40s.,  residue  thereof,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  said  master  or  dame  so  long  as  he  or  she,  in  consideration 
thereof,  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  school-house,  should  diligently  teach  so 
many  other  poor  children  born  within  Heap,  or  the  parts  adjacent,  not 
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exceeding  ten  in  number,  not  only  to  read  English,  knit  or  sew,  as  the  Heap  and  Hey  wood, 
said  John  Starky  the  elder,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  owners  of  Hey  wood  Hall,  ~ ~ 

should  appoint,  but  also  in  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  England  j but  Gyt.^ftwe^°°  * 

that,  if  at  any  time  thereafter  there  should  not  be  a sufficient  number  of  v j 

poor  children  to  be  taught  at  the  said  school  as  aforesaid,  the  said  trustees 
might  lay  out  the  said  yearly  sum  of  405.  in  books,  to  be  distributed  to  any 
poor  children  of  Heap,  or  about  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  said  school ; and 
a power  of  distress  was  given  to  the  said  trustees  in  case  of  non-payment  of  the 
said  yearly  rent  of  51.;  and  as  concerning  the  two  last-mentioned  messuages, 
subject  to  the  payment  of  the  said  yearly  rent  of  51.,  to  the  use  of  the  said  John 
Starky,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever ; and  it  was  provided,  that  when  only  two 
of  the  respective  trustees  therein  named  should  be  living,  the  survivors  should 
elect  so  many  other  persons  inhabitants  of  the  respective  towns  in  which  the 
deceased  trustees  dwelt,  to  be  trustees  in  their  room,  and  should  convey  the 
premises  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  such  new  trustees,  upon  the  like  trusts. 

The  premises  situate  in  Bedford  and  Pennington  have  from  time  to  time 
been  conveyed  to  separate  trustees  upon  the  trusts  declared  concerning  them  ; 
but  we  do  not  find  that  any  new  trust-deed  has  ever  been  executed  relating  to 
the  premises  in  Heywood. 

John  Starky,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  28th  September  1749,  gave  to  his  eldest 
son,  and  to  such  trustees  as  should  be  nominated  for  his  (testator’s)  late  wife’s 
school  in  Heywood,  under  a deed  of  trust,  dated  on  or  about  the  24th  January 
1737»  the  sum  of  501.,  in  trust,  that  the  yearly  interest  thereof,  not  exceeding 
four-per-cent  for  a year,  should,  at  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany,  for  ever,  be  applied 
for  buying  books,  or  linen  or  woollen  cloth,  for  such  poor  children  nominated  by 
his  said  son,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  owners  of  Heywood  Hall,  as  should  from  time 
to  time  be  taught  at  the  said  school  to  read  English,  knit  or  sew,  or  for  such 
other  charity  touching  the  same,  as  his  said  son,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  together 
with  the  said  school-trustees,  should  from  time  to  time  direct  or  appoint. 

The  school  at  Heywood  is  at  present  taught  by  a schoolmistress,  who  was 
appointed  by  the  Starky  family.  She  receives  the  yearly  sum  of  51.  from  the 
steward  of  James  Starky,  esq.  who  is  the  owner  of  the  property  charged  there- 
with, and  described  in  the  indentures  of  1737  as  being  then  called  Barlows  and 
Kays ; she  has  also  the  use  of  a house  rent-free,  in  which  she  resides  and 
teaches  school,  in  lieu  of  that  which  was  built  for  this  purpose  by  John  Starky 
the  elder,  the  school  having  been  removed  two  or  three  times  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  township. 

She  takes  without  any  charge  20  children,  boys  or  girls,  from  four  to  eight 
years  of  age,  nominated  by  Mr.  Starky’s  agent;  10  of  them  are  considered  as 
taken  in  respect  of  James  Lancashire’s,  and  10  in  respect  of  James  Starky’s 
donation  ; the  latter  are  supplied  with  linen  cloth  to  the  amount  of  405.  a year 
amongst  them,  in  respect  of  the  bequest  of  John  Starky  above  mentioned. 

This  405.  is  also  paid  by  Mr.  Starky’s  steward. 

Haworth’s  Charity. 

In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786  it  is  stated  that  Samuel  Haworth,  Haworth's  Charity 
by  Will,  in  1767,  left  a rentcharge  of  2/.  105.  to  be  applied  in  the  purchase  of 
linen  or  woollen  cloth  for  the  poor  of  this  township. 

Till  within  about  ten  years  a small  quantity  of  linen  cloth  used  to  be  given 
away  by  the  overseer,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  money  arose  from  some  lease- 
hold property  at  Heap  Fold,  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Derby,  and  that  when 
the  lease  expired  the  payment  ceased. 

Nuttall’s  Charity. 

The  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786  state  that  John  Nut  tall,  in  1763,  Nuttall's  Charity, 
gave  to  the  poor  in  Heywood  and  Heap  10/.,  which  was  then  vested  in  James 
Starky,  and  produced  85.  yearly. 

We  find  that  the  sum  of  85.  is  regularly  paid  by  James  Starky,  esq.,  of  Hey- 
wood, a descendant  of  the  James  Starky  mentioned  above,  every  Good  Friday, 
which  is  given  away  with  the  Sacrament-money  to  poor  communicants. 

Bamford’s  Charities. 

Ann  Romford,  by  Deed,  bearing  date  7th  September  1778,  and  enrolled  in  Bamford’sCharities 
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Heapand  Heywood.  the  Court  of  Chancery  2d  October  in  the  same  year,  granted  a rentcharge  of 

30/.  a year,  and  certain  premises  in  Heywood,  for  a school.  She  died,  however, 

He ^contLued00  ’ February  1779,  within  12  months  after  the  date  of  the  Deed,  whereby  it 
became  void. 

By  her  Will,  dated  2Gth  October  1778,  she  bequeathed  the  sum  of  1,000/. 
to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  a school,  in  case  of  her  death  before  the  expiration 
of  a twelvemonth  from  the  date  of  the  Deed  above  mentioned ; but  she 
directed  the  same  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  land,  and  the  payment 
thereof  charged  on  her  real  estate,  so  that  this  bequest  was  also  void. 


Walmsley. 

Baldingstone 

School. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  WALMSLEY. 

Baldingstone  School. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  27th  August  1716,  Miles  Lonsdale,  for  encou- 
raging the  erecting  of  a school  within  the  hamlet  of  Walmsley,  conveyed  to 
Richard  Kay  and  seven  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a parcel  of  ground,  being 
part  of  the  barnfold  belonging  to  a tenement  called  Bentley,  in  Walmsley,  con- 
taining twelve  yards  in  length  and  eight  in  breadth,  in  trust,  when  a building 
should  be  erected  thereon,  to  convert  the  same  for  the  use  of  a school,  and  of 
such  person  as  should  officiate  there  as  schoolmaster  : And  it  was  agreed  that, 
as  soon  as  the  said  house  should  be  erected,  and  made  commodious  for  a school, 
some  fit  person,  being  a Protestant,  should  be  appointed  master  thereof,  and 
that  public  notice  should  be  given  in  Bury  church  on  Sunday  morning,  imme- 
diately after  Divine  Service,  ten  days  at  least  before  the  election,  which 
should  take  place  at  the  school-house : that  the  first  schoolmaster  should  be 
elected  only  by  such  persons  as  should  be  contributors  towards  the  erecting  of 
the  school,  and  that  all  succeeding  masters  should  be  elected  by  the  feoffees 
and  their  heirs : Apd  it  was  further  agreed,  that  when  the  feoffees  should  be 
reduced  to  five,  the  survivors  should  choose  three  other  persons  of  substance, 
being  Protestants,  and  resident  in  Walmsley,  or  some  other  parts  adjacent,  to  act 
with  the  surviving  feoffees ; and  it  was  provided,  that  whenever  the  said  house, 
so  to  be  erected,  should  be  employed  to  any  other  use  than  a school-house,  the 
premises  should  revert  to  the  said  Miles  Lonsdale  and  his  heirs. 

New  trustees  have  been  appointed  from  time  to  time.  The  last  appointment 
was  by  Indenture,  dated  25th  December  1822,  whereby  Richard  Kay,  described 
as  only  son  and  heir-at-law  of  Robert  Kay,  who  was  the  surviving  trustee, 
enfeoffed  and  confirmed  to  the  Rev.  Geoffrey  Hornby,  Richard  Kay,  John 
Grundy,  William  Grant,  John  Hutchinson,  Richard  Walker,  Thomas  Jackson 
Wood,  and  John  Hall,  and  their  heirs,  the  school -premises  upon  the  trusts 
aforesaid. 

Tames  Lancashire,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  30th  July  1737,  gave  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  school  at  Walmsley  50/.,  as  already  stated  in  our  account  of 
Heywood  School  in  this  parish,  directing  that  a number  of  children  not  ex- 
ceeding 10  should  be  taught  free.  It  is  stated  that  this  gift  of  James 
Lancashire  was  lost  long  ago  by  the  failure  of  the  person  in  whose  hands  the 
money  was  placed. 

There  is  now  in  this  township  a school  and  school-house  which  was  enlarged 
about  40  years  ago  by  subscription.  It  is  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster,  who 
was  appointed  by  the  persons  named  as  trustees  in  the  Deed  of  1822.  The 
premises  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  township,  or  by  subscription. 

On  account  of  the  benefit  of  this  house,  10  children  of  Walmsley  are 
appointed  by  the  trustees  to  be  taught  free  ; and  the  same  number  was  formerly 
taught  in  respect  of  the  gift  of  James  Lancashire. 

There  is  also  a school-stock  of  68/.  18-s.  4 d.  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
late  Richard  Kay,  of  Lime  Field,  and  the  interest  of  which  at  4 per-cent  is  now 
paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  by  Mr.  Kay’s  sons. 


Richard  Haworth’s  Charity. 

Richard  Haworth’s  Richard  Haworth,  of  Chatterton,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  4th  July  I76O,  gave 
Charity.  all  his  estate  and  effects  to  John  Nuttall  and  John  Hargreaves,  and  the  survivor 
of  them,  his  executors  and  administrators,  in  trust,  to  pay  his  debts,  and  invest 
the  residue  if  possible  upon  landed  security,  and  apply  the  interest  for  the  use 
of  his  wife  Mary  for  life,  with  power  for  her  to  dispose  of  200/.  by  Will ; and 
after  giving  several  pecuniary  legacies,  he  gave  all  the  remainder  of  his  estate 
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and  effects  to  the  said  John  Nuttall,  Robert  Kay  and  Richard  Nuttall,  in  trust, 
to  place  out  at  interest,  and  yearly  to  apply  the  produce  to  and  amongst  the 
poor  of  the  township  of  Shuttleworth  and  Walmsley  for  ever.  And  he  de- 
clared his  will  to  be,  that  when  one  or  more  of  his  trustees  should  die,  or  remove 
out  of  the  township,  the  remaining  trustee  or  trustees,  or  for  want  of  such,  the 
owners  of  lands  of  inheritance  within  Shuttleworth  and  Walmsley,  should,  within 
one  month  from  such  death  or  change  of  residence,  in  the  school-house  in 
Walmsley,  nominate  as  many  substantial  inhabitants  resident  in  the  township  as 
should  make  up  three,  one  of  the  trustees  always  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  Shuttle- 
worth  : And  he  directed  that  such  nomination,  and  the  annual  accounts  of  the 
charity,  should  be  inserted  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose,  to  be  lodged  in  the 
school-house  ; and  that  his  trustees  should  be  allowed  10s.  a-piece  yearly  out  of 
the  interest  for  their  trouble,  until  the  same  could  be  settled  upon  land  for  the 
payment  of  a yearly  annuity  for  ever ; and  after  such  settlement  the  sum  of 
6 s.  8 d.  a-piece,  and  no  more. 

It  is  stated  in  the  book  containing  a copy  of  the  will  of  Richard  Haworth, 
and  an  account  of  this  charity,  that  the  donor  died  15th  September  I76O,  and 
his  wife  in  January  1762 ; and  that  the  residue  of  the  testator’s  estate  pro- 
duced 481/. 

New  trustees  have  been  nominated  from  time  to  time  by  entries  in  the  charity- 
book.  The  present  trustees  are  Thomas  Kay,  of  Bass  Lane,  William  Grant,  of 
Spring  Side,  and  John  Holt,  of  Shuttleworth. 

The  sum  of  481/.  above-mentioned  is  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Kay,  who  re- 
ceived it  upon  the  death  of  his  brother  James  Kay  in  1825.  He  pays 
19/.  4^.  9 £ d.  annually,  as  the  interest  thereof,  at  the  rate  of  four-per-cent,  to 
which  it  was  reduced  from  five-per-cent  in  1824. 

The  amount  of  the  interest  is  distributed  amongst  poor  persons  of  Walmsley, 
appointed  by  the  trustees.  For  this  purpose  the  trustees  meet  on  the  Thursday 
in  the  week  after  Christmas-day,  previous  notice  thereof  having  been  given, 
and  examine  strictly  into  the  claims  of  the  persons  applying  for  the  benefit  of 
the  charity.  The  persons  selected  are  divided  into  four  classes,  according  to 
their  respective  merits  and  necessities.  Those  of  the  first  class  receive  from 
135.  to  155.  each  ; the  second  class,  from  95.  to  11 5.,  the  third,  from  C5.  to  85., 
and  the  fourth  class  from  45.  to  6s.  The  trustees  do  not  retain  any  thing  in 
respect  of  the  allowance  made  to  them  by  the  donor. 

Mr.  Kay  has  expressed  his  desire  to  invest  the  money  on  some  permanent 
security  as  soon  as  an  eligible  offer  presents  itself. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  TOTTINGTON  LOWER  END. 

Tottington  School. 

Thomas  Nuttall,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  14th  March,  1726,  devised  to  Tottington 
the  use  of  his  grand-daughter  Margaret  Bagshaw,  and  her  heirs,  all  his  Lower  End. 
copyhold  premises  in  Oldham  which  he  had  surrendered  to  the  use  of  his  T ...  ' 7 , 

will,  except  a bay  of  building  which  he  had  lately  erected  in  Tottington  ° ms  °n  c °° ' 
for  a school-house,  and  which  he  directed  should  for  ever  thereafter  be  used 
and  employed  for  that  purpose  only ; and  he  also  gave  to  Lambert  Fletcher, 

Thomas  Wood,  Thomas  Baron,  and  to  the  owners  for  the  time  being  of  his 
capital  messuage  in  Tottington,  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  an  annuity 
or  yearly  rent  of  31,  issuing  out  of  a messuage  or  tenement  in  the  parish  of 
Oldham,  called  Royds,  (which  he  purchased  of  Samuel  Thorpe,  charged  with 
a rent  of  405.  payable  to  Oldham  School)  payable  at  Martinmas  and  Lady- 
day,  yearly,  clear  of  all  deductions,  with  a power  of  distress  in  case  of  non- 
payment, upon  the  trusts  following;  viz.  for  the  teaching  and  instructing 
eight  such  poor  children  inhabiting  in  Tottington  to  read  English  in  the  said 
new  erected  school  there  as  the  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should 
from  time  to  time  nominate  ; and  for  buying  books  for  the  said  poor  children 
out  of  the  surplus  of  such  yearly  rent,  if  there  should  be  any  surplus. 

This  sum  of  31.  is  regularly  paid  by  the  agent  of  Robert  Ratcliffe,  esquire, 
of  Fox  Denton,  in  Oldham,  the  owner  of  the  property  charged. 

^ An  Inscription  on  the  wall  of  the  present  school  states  that  it  was  built  by 
Thomas  Nuttall,  in  the  year  171 5,  and  endowed  with  31.  per  annum  ; that  an 
additional  bay  was  erected  in  1773  by  voluntary  contributions,  and  that  the 
school  was  further  endowed  with  9 /•  per  annum  by  Peter  Baron. 
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The  origin  of  the  additional  endowment  here  mentioned  is  involved  in 
some  confusion. 

Peter  Baron,  by  his  Will,  directed  that  the  trustees,  to  whom  he  had  sur- 
rendered  to  the  use  of  his  will  certain  copyhold  premises  therein  described, 
should  stand  seised  of  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  school  in  Tottington  ; and 
appointed  the  owners  of  the  Walshaw,  Tottington,  and  Stornehill  estates  ma- 
nagers thereof ; and  in  case  such  appointment  should  be  disputed  by  his  heirs, 
he  directed  that  250/.  should  be  raised  by  mortgage  in  such  manner  as  the 
said  managers  should  direct. 

We  do  not  find  that  this  will  was  ever  acted  upon ; the  copyhold  premises 
mentioned  in  the  will  were  surrendered  by  Thomas  Baron,  son  of  the  testator, 
to  his  sons  Peter  and  Titus  Baron,  who  were  admitted  at  a court  holden  20th 
October  1784  to  hold  “ upon  the  trusts  declared  in  a deed  of  the  same  date.” 
No  such  deed  however  was  executed ; but  an  indenture  was  prepared,  bearing 
date  29th  September  1785,  whereby,  reciting  that  an  indenture  was  intended 
to  have  been  made  declaring  the  trusts  of  the  surrender,  but  that  it  had  not 
been  done,  it  was  declared,  that  the  said  Peter  and  Titus  Baron  held  the 
premises  in  trust  for  Tottington  school.  This  indenture  however  was  not 
executed. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  13th  January  1798,  between  Ann  Baron , widow 
of  Peter  Baron  the  elder,  of  the  first  part,  and  John  Gorton,  of  the  other  part, 
the  said  Ann  Baron  assigned  to  the  said  John  Gorton,  his  executors,  &c.,  the 
sum  of  32 61.  16s.  8 d.  which  was  due  and  owing  to  her  from  Mary  Baron, 
upon  trust,  to  place  out  200/.,  part  thereof,  upon  good  security,  in  the  name  of 
the  said  John  Gorton,  his  executors,  &c.,  or  such  trustees  as  should  be  nomi- 
nated by  him,  and  to  pay  or  apply  the  interest  to  or  for  the  use  of  the  school- 
master for  the  time  being  of  the  school  at  the  village  of  Tottington,  of  which 
James  Crowshaw  was  the  then  schoolmaster,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  John 
Gorton,  his  executors,  &c.,  or  the  majority  of  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  of 
the  said  200/.,  should  think  proper,  with  liberty,  to  withhold  the  said  interest 
from  any  schoolmaster,  and  retain  the  same  for  a future  master,  if  they  should 
think  proper  ; the  residue  of  the  said  326/.  16  s.  8 d.  to  be  applied  towards 
erecting  a chapel  in  Tottington,  under  the  establishment  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  providing  ornaments  for  the  same. 

The  said  Ann  Baron,  by  a codicil  to  her  will,  bearing  date  27th  January 
1798,  disposed  of  the  said  sum  of  326/.  16  s.  8 d.  in  the  same  manner,  and 
confirmed  the  above  indenture.  Instead  of  paying  to  John  Gorton  the  above- 
mentioned  sum  of  200/.  for  the  use  of  the  school,  Mary  Baron,  and  her  son 
Peter  Baron,  surrendered  to  John  Gorton  and  other  trustees  the  premises  men- 
tioned in  the  will  of  Peter  Baron  the  elder.  And  by  Indenture,  enrolled  in 
Chancery,  bearing  date  20th  August  1800,  between  Mary  Baron,  widow  of 
Thomas  Baron,  and  Peter  Baron,  eldest  son  and  heir  of  the  said  Thomas,  w'ho 
survived  Titus  Baron  his  brother  and  co-feoffee  in  trust,  under  a surrender, 
bearing  date  15th  May  1784,  of  the  one  part,  and  Roger  Booth  Baron,  John 
Gorton,  and  16  others,  of  the  other  parr,  reciting,  that  the  said  Mary  and 
Peter  Baron  had  surrendered  a messuage  and  tenement  called  Ralph  Moor,  or 
the  Ralph  Moors,  or  Fearns  Lands,  and  the  several  closes  known  by  the 
names  of  the  Meadow,  the  Spout  Field,  the  Long  Field,  the  Barn  Hay,  and 
the  Ralph  Moor,  containing  by  estimation  six  acres,  and  one  acre  and  a half 
of  common  upon  Holcombe  Moor,  all  of  the  yearly  rent  of  3s.,  to  the  use  of 
themselves  and  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon 
the  trusts  declared  by  an  indenture  of  this  date,  subject  to  a certain  mortgage 
surrender,  bearing  date  1st  May  preceding,  made  by  the  said  Mary  and  Peter 
Baron,  to  the  use  of  Edmund  Haworth,  for  securing  a sum  of  120/.,  and  also 
subject  to  a certain  lease  of  the  premises  to  Ratclifie  Bridge,  for  a term  of 
which  five  years  were  then  unexpired  ; and  reciting,  that  it  had  been  agreed 
that  a bargain  and  sale  from  the  said  Mary  and  Peter  Baron  to  the  said  Roger 
Booth  Baron,  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  should  be  executed  and  enrolled, 
the  said  Mary  and  Peter  Baron,  in  consideration  of  200/.  paid  by  the  said  John 
Gorton,  as  mentioned  in  the  surrender,  bargained  and  sold  to  the  said  Roger 
Booth  Baron,  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  the  premises  before  mentioned,  to 
hold  the  same  subject  to  the  said  mortgage  and  lease,  upon  trust  to  apply  and 
dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits,  after  the  interest  of  the  principal  on  mort- 
gage, and  other  incidental  expenses,  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster  of 

the 
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the  school  at  Tottington,  endowed  by  Thomas  Nuttall,  in  such  manner  as 
the  trustees  should  think  fit,  for  and  towards  teaching  12  poor  children  in  read- 
ing, writing,  and  arithmetic,  such  children  to  be  chosen  by  the  said  Peter 
Baron  during  his  life,  and  afterwards  by  a majority  of  the  trustees ; and  it 
was  declared  that  the  trustees  should  have  power  to  withhold  the  rents  from 
the  master  if  they  should  think  proper  ; that  if  the  said  Peter  Baron  should  not 
nominate  a child  within  two  months  after  notice  of  a vacancy,  Mary  Baron 
should  appoint ; when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  five,  the  survivors 
should  appoint  others  to  make  up  the  number  21,  and  that  the  respective 
owners,  for  the  time  being,  of  Wallshaw  House,  Tottington  Hall,  Stormer 
Hill,  and  Stoney  Brow  estates,  in  Tottington,  and  also  that  part  of  Kirkhalls 
estate  at  the  village  of  Tottington,  then  in  the  possession  of  the  said  John 
Gorton,  should  always  be  five  of  the  trustees,  and  considered  as  such  without 
election,  and  before  the  premises  should  be  conveyed  to  them,  with  other  trus- 
tees that  might  be  elected  ; with  power  to  nominate  other  trustees  before  they 
should  be  reduced  to  five,  if  they  should  think  fit ; and  that  if  by  chance  they 
should  be  reduced  to  fewer  than  five,  the  survivors  might,  by  the  consent  and 
approbation  of  the  minister  of  the  chapel  then  lately  erected  at  the  village  of 
Tottington,  have  power  to  nominate  so  as  to  make  up  21  ; and  that  such  sur- 
viving trustees  should  surrender  and  convey  the  premises  to  the  use  of  them- 
selves and  such  new  trustees  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

Upon  the  execution  of  this  indenture  John  Gorton  gave  a discharge  to  Mary 
Baron  for  the  sum  of  32 61.  16s.  8 d.,  the  said  Mary  Baron  having,  as  stated  in 
the  discharge,  “settled  200/.  in  Ralph  Moor  tenement  for  Tottington  school  in 
lieu  of  200/.*  part  thereof,  and  having  paid  him  the  remainder  ; and  at  a court 
held  29th  October  1800,  Mary  Baron,  and  the  other  parties  to  the  indenture  of 
20th  August  1800,  were  admitted  upon  the  surrender  of  the  said  Mary  Baron 
and  Peter  Baron  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  said  indenture,  subject  to  the 
mortgage  therein  mentioned. 

The  premises  consist  of  a dwelling-house  with  outbuildings  in  Tottington, 
and  six  acres  of  land,  at  eight  yards  to  the  perch,  let  to  Richard  Warburton, 
as  yearly  tenant,  at  21  /.  a year.  The  buildings  are  in  very  bad  condition,  but 
if  they  were  put  into  good  repair  the  property  would  be  worth  26/.  per  annum. 

Mr.  John  Gorton  received  the  rents,  and  made  the  disbursements  from  1801 
to  1816,  when  he  became  a bankrupt. 

It  appears  that  he  had  in  his  hands  in  1816,  49/.  17-?.  8 d. 

During  this  period  he  paid  10/.  per  annum  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  up  to 
May  1812,  61.  per  annum,  as  the  interest  of  the  mortgage  of  120/.  Upon 
Mr.  Gorton’s  failure,  his  accounts,  which  had  been  regularly  kept,  were  pro- 
duced to  the  other  trustees,  and  it  appeared  that  there  was  a balance  due  from 
him  amounting  to  49/.  17-?.  8 c/. 

At  the  time  of  our  Examination  this  debt  had  not  been  proved  under  his 
commission,  but  this  might  have  been  done  without  any  difficulty,  and  one  of 
the  trustees  undertook  to  prove  it  without  delay.  A dividend  of  17-?*  9 d. 
has  already  been  declared  and  paid  upon  the  debts  proved,  and  another  divi- 
dend is  expected,  so  that  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  charity  will  not  be  materially 
injured.  From  1816  to  1821  no  person  acted  in  the  management  of  the 
charity,  and  no  rent  was  received  except  that  the  tenant  paid  10/.  a year  to 
the  schoolmaster  himself. 

In  January  1821  the  management  of  the  estate  was  given  up  to  Mr.  John 
Haworth,  the  son  of  Mr.  Edward  Haworth,  the  mortgagee,  and  there  was 
then  due  from  the  tenant  for  arrears  of  rent  551. 

The  following  appears  to  be  a correct  statement  of  the  accounts  between  the 
executors  of  the  late  Edward  Haworth  and  the  trustees,  as  they  stood  in 
August  1827. 


Interest  on  mortgage  from  May  1812  to  May  1827,  15  years'! 
at  6 /.  per  annum  -------  -/ 

Received  by  Mr.  John  Haworth  for  arrears  of  rent 
Received  by  ditto  for  delphage,  as  near  as  can! 
be  ascertained  -----  -J 


Balance  due  for  interest  - - £. 

G g 4 


£. 

90 


69 


s. 


d. 


1 - 


20  19  - 
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Tottington  There  was  also  due  from  the  tenant  about  60/.  in  respect  of  the  rent  which 

Lower  End.  accrued  in  the  six  years  subsequent  to  1821,  he  having  paid  10/.  a year  to  the 

schoolmaster ; it  is  expected  that  this  sum  may  be  recovered,  subject  to  a small 

0tU continued.  ’ annual  deduction  as  a compensation  for  damage  done  to  the  farm  by  delphage; 

x ^ and  it  is  intended  to  take  immediate  steps  for  this  purpose.  It  is  also  intended 

to  raise  the  rent  to  2 51.  or  2G/.  according  to  the  value  of  the  farm. 

Mr.  Haworth’s  executors  are  willing  to  set  off  the  arrears  of  rent  which  may 
be  recovered,  (after  the  payment  of  the  interest,)  against  the  principal,  and  also 
such  further  sum  of  money  as  may  be  received  from  Mr.  Gorton’s  estate,  when 
the  debt  shall  have  been  proved,  and  the  dividend  paid  thereon ; it  may  there- 
fore reasonably  be  expected,  that,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years  the 
mortgage  will  be  paid  off,  and  this  complicated  account  settled,  after  which 
the  premises  may  be  properly  repaired,  and  the  salary  of  the  schoolmaster 
improved. 

The  schoolmaster  is  appointed  by  Mr.  Grimshaw,  the  owner  of  Tottington 
Hall,  formerly  the  estate  of  Thomas  Nuttall,  the  proprietors  of  which  property 
appear  always  to  have  had  the  appointment.  He  resides  in  the  school-house, 
consisting  of  a school-room  and  a chamber  over  it,  and  there  is  a small  garden 
attached.  He  receives  3/.  a year  from  Mr.  Elliott,  of  Rochdale,  as  agent  for 
Mr.  Ratcliffe,  as  before  stated,  and  10/.  annually  from  the  tenant  of  the  pro- 
perty derived  from  the  Baron  family. 

For  the  3/.  a year,  he  teaches  free  three  children  of  Tottington  Lower  End, 
nominated  by  the  owner  of  the  Tottington  Hall  estate ; and  in  respect  of 
the  10/.  a year  he  teaches  12  children  nominated  by  Mr.  Baron,  or  by  his 
brother-in-law,  on  his  behalf. 

The  boys  and  girls  are  taught  reading  and  writing,  and  the  girls  knitting  and 
sewing  also.  There  are,  besides  the  15,  about  50  pay-children  in  the  school. 

The  repairs  of  the  school-house  are  generally  paid  by  the  constable  of  the 
township,  but  the  master  has  sometimes  contributed. 

Bridge’s  Charity. 

bridge’s  Charity.  The  table  of  benefactions  states  that  the  Reverend  Thomas  Bridge  gave  10/. 

per  annum  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Bury ; and  in  the  Returns  made  to  Par- 
liament in  1786  it  is  stated  that  he  left  by  will  100/.,  date  unknown,  for  ap- 
prenticing two  children  in  Tottington. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  copy  of  his  will,  but  it  is  stated  to  us 
that  the  donor  bequeathed  ‘‘200/.  to  the  township  of  Holcombe,”  but  the 
executors  refused  to  pay  the  legacy,  there  being  no  such  township,  though  the 
township  of  Tottington,  which  forms  the  chapelry  of  Holcombe,  was  clearly 
intended.  A compromise  was  therefore  made,  and  100/.  wras  accepted. 

James  Elton  acted  as  trustee  of  this  charity  till  the  year  1818,  when  he 
gave  the  management  up  to  his  brother  John  Elton,  of  Tottington  Lower  End. 

The  principal  sum  of  100/.  is  in  the  hands  of  Ralph  Bridge,  of  Tottington, 
who  has  given  a note  for  the  amount  to  John  Elton,  but  Mr.  Elton  considers 
himself  answerable  to  the  township  for  the  principal  and  interest. 

Since  Mr.  John  Elton  has  kept  the  accounts  he  has  debited  himself  with  the 
sum  of  45/.  for  interest  up  to  the  25th  March  1827,  and  a balance  of  10/.  2s. 
due  to  the  charity  in  1818,  making  in  the  whole  55/.  2 s.  And  he  has  ex- 
pended, in  binding  six  children  of  the  towmship  of  Tottington  Low'er  End 
apprentices,  and  paying  for  part  of  the  indentures  of  a seventh,  11/.  5s.  1 d., 
leaving  a balance  due  to  the  charity  of  43/.  16s,  lie?.  It  is  stated  that  the 
reason  that  more  boys  have  not  been  put  out  is  that  there  have  not  been  more 
applications ; no  boy  who  has  applied  having  been  refused,  provided  he  has 
been  properly  qualified.  The  charity  however  is  well  known  in  the  township. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  invest  this  sum  of  100/.  on  a mortgage  of  the  work- 
house  in  Tottington  j it  would  be  desirable  that  trustees  should  be  appointed 
to  consider  of  some  mode  of  securing  the  money,  and  of  carrying  the  inten- 
tion of  the  donor  more  efficiently  into  practice,  and  we  are  assured  that  steps 
shall  be  taken  for  that  purpose  immediately. 

Buckley’s  Charity. 

Buckley’s  Charity.  John  Buckley,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  11th  February  1737,  gave  the  sum 
of  10/.  to  be  put  out,  and  the  interest  thereof  yearly  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
churchwarden  and  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  Lower  End  of  Tottington,  and 

their 
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their  successors,  to  be  yearly  by  them  divided  amongst  the  poor  of  the  said 
Lower  End  of  Tottington,  that  should  be  the  greatest  needers,  and  have  no 
monthly  pay. 

We  cannot  find  any  trace  of  the  existence  of  this  charity. 


Tottington 
Lower  End. 


Buckley’*  Charity, 
continued. 

^ f 


TOWNSHIP  OF  TOTTINGTON  HIGHER  END. 


Edenfield  School. 

At  a court  holden  for  the  manor  of  Tottington,  29th  April  1761,  Lawrence  Tottington 
Elton,  and  Thomas  Booth,  of  Edenfield,  were  admitted  tenants  of  a close  or  Higher  End. 
parcel  of  land  called  the  Green,  on  the  east  side  of  Edenfield  Lane,  contain-  EdenfielcTschool 
ing  about  2 5 falls  of  ancient  copyhold  land,  which  premises  had  on  the  14th 
March  then  last  been  surrendered  by  Joshua  Elton,  to  the  use  of  the  said 
Lawrence  Elton  and  Thomas  Booth,  and  their  heirs  for  999  years. 

By  an  Agreement  bearing  date  26th  August  1762,  reciting  that  Joshua  Elton 
had  on  the  14th  March  1761  surrendered  to  the  use  of  the  said  Lawrence 
Elton  and  Thomas  Booth,  and  their  heirs,  the  close  called  the  Green,  upon 
which  there  had  been  since  erected  a messuage  of  one  bay  of  building ; for  the 
performance  of  such  covenants  and  limitations  as  were  contained  in  certain 
articles  of  agreement  made  between  the  said  Joshua  Elton,  and  the  said  Law- 
rence Elton  and  Thomas  Booth,  bearing  date  2d  February  I76I,  which  articles 
were  then  lost  or  mislaid,  the  said  Lawrence  Elton  and  Thomas  Booth  declared 
that  the  lands  and  the  building  thereon  since  erected,  were  surrendered  to  them 
in  trust,  to  pay  and  apply  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  yearly  to  the  master  of 
Edenfield  school,  in  the  Upper  End  of  Tottington,  such  master  to  be  from  time 
to  time  appointed  by  five  trustees  thereby  nominated,  viz.  Richard  Nangreave, 

John  Hargreaves,  John  Haworth,  Lawrence  Elton,  and  John  Haworth,  who 
should  be  trustees  for  the  care  and  management  of  the  said  premises ; and  it 
was  provided  that  new  trustees  should  from  time  to  time  be  chosen  by  the 
survivors,  and  that  the  trustees  should  take  care  that  the  said  school-house 
should  be  kept  in  sufficient  repair  at  the  charge  of  the  parish,  out  of  the  chapel- 
rates. 

Copies  of  this  agreement  were  produced  by  Henry  Hargreaves,  the  son  of 
John  Hargreaves,  and  by  the  grandson  of  Mr.  Lawrence  Elton,  who  also  had  a 
copy  of  the  surrender  alluded  to  in  the  agreement. 

With  the  copy  of  the  admittance  of  29th  April  1761  was  a paper  signed 
by  one  John  Brooks,  being  an  acknowledgment  that  the  premises  above  men- 
tioned were  the  property  of  Lawrence  Elton  and  Thomas  Booth,  and  that  he 
attorned  tenant  to  them,  promising  to  pay  the  yearly  rent  of  3 s. 

It  appears  that  the  said  John  Brooks  afterwards  built  a cottage  on  part  of 
the  land,  and  part  was  afterwards  inclosed,  and  is  now  occupied  as  a close,  and 
at  a subsequent  period  he  paid  a rent  of  12s. 

A person  of  the  name  of  Sarah  Nuttall  lived  with  John  Brooks  as  his  wife, 
and  had  children  by  him,  and  many  years  having  elapsed  since  his  death,  she 
claimed  this  property  as  part  of  the  waste,  on  which  she  stated  she  had  built 
a house,  and  surrendered  it  in  consideration  of  natural  love  and  affection  to 
her  son  Thomas  Nuttall,  who  was  admitted  tenant,  at  a court  holden  12th 
May  1824.  In  this  admittance  the  land  is  described  as  containing  half  an 
acre,  or  thereabouts,  and  it  is  stated  that  the  cottage  was  erected  thereon  at 
the  expense  of  Sarah  Nuttall,  and  the  premises  are  declared  to  be  subject  to 
the  payment  of  the  yearly  sum  of  12s.  for  ever,  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Eden- 
field School. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  was  an  unjustifiable  attempt  to  deprive  the 
school  of  its  property,  and  Thomas  Nuttall  has  declared  his  readiness  to  sur- 
render the  premises  to  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  school.  As  his  mother  is  old, 
the  inhabitants  of  Tottington  do  not  wish  to  disturb  her,  but  as  they  are  aware 
of  what  has  passed,  they  intend  taking  care  to  secure  the  land  to  its  proper  use. 

The  cottage  and  land  are  stated  to  be  worth  31.  or  4/.  a year.  There  has  lately 
been  built  on  part  of  this  land  on  the  Green,  and  close  to  the  cottage,  a turn- 
pike-house, for  which  it  is  supposed  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Road  leading 
from  Bury  to  Burnley  will  pay  some  small  rent,  but  no  terms  were  settled  at 
the  time  of  our  Inquiry. 

There  is  also  a sum  of  10/.  155.  Qd.  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Henry  Hargreaves, 
viz.,  the  sum  of  10/.  IO5.  which  was  in  his  father’s  hands,  and  in  his  accounts 
Rep.  19.  H h was 
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was  described  as  “ Edenfield  school-stock,”  and  5 s.  <dd.  arising  from  interest 
which  had  never  been  demanded  by  a former  master  who  left  the  school.  For 
this  sum  Mr.  Hargreaves  pays  10  s.  6d.  yearly  as  the  interest  to  the  school- 
master. 

The  master  at  present  receives  no  permanent  emolument  except  12s.  from 
Sarah  Nuttall,  and  10s.  6d.  from  Mr.  Hargreaves,  and  for  these  payments 
he  teaches  one  child  free,  in  a school-room  near  the  chapel. 

Mr.  Samuel  Ashton,  of  Middleton,  in  the  year  1826,  gave  a small  bit  of 
land,  between  200  and  300  square  yards,  adjoining  the  school,  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  it.  The  ground  was  surrendered  to  17  trustees  for  that  purpose,  but 
nothing  has  been  done  yet  towards  the  building.  A subscription  has  been 
solicited,  and  about  130/.  promised,  but  only  a few  pounds  had  been  collected 
at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry. 

Edenfield  Sunday  School. 

About  12  or  15  years  ago  a faculty  was  granted  for  erecting  a gallery  in 
Edenfield  Chapel,  on  an  understanding  that  the  pews  should  be  let,  and  the 
rents  applied  in  the  first  instance  to  pay  off'  the  cost  of  the  building,  and  that 
they  should  afterwards  be  applied  for  the  support  of  a Sunday-school,  to  be 
kept  in  the  school-house  adjoining  the  chapel ; and  the  gallery  is  vested  in 
eight  trustees  for  that  purpose. 

The  debt  incurred  by  the  building  is  nearly  paid  off,  there  being  only  between 
20/.  and  30/.  now  owing. 

The  Rev.  William  Holt,  of  Holcombe,  has  now  the  faculty,  having  ob- 
tained it  from  the  assignees  of  Edmund  Sager  and  Sons,  who  originally 
advanced  the  money  for  building  the  gallery. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  COWPE  LENCH,  NEW  HALL  HAY,  AND  HALL  CARR. 

Guest’s  Charity. 

We  have  already  stated  the  particulars  of  the  foundation  of  this  charity 
amongst  those  for  the  parish  of  Bury. 

In  an  old  overseer’s  book  for  this  township,  under  the  date  of  May  3,  1749* 
there  is  an  entry  stating  that  Benjamin  Heap  then  renewed  his  note  to  the 
township  of  Cowpe  Lench,  & c.  for  the  sum  of  31.  1 3s.  4 d.,  for  which  he  was 
to  pay  interest  at  4 f per  cent,  which  said  interest  was  to  be  distributed 
amongst  such  of  the  poor  inhabitants  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  township  as 
had  not  any  of  the  poor  sess  ; and  the  entry  adds  “ this  sum  of  money  was  the 
part  of  a legacy  left  by  one  Mr.  John  Guest  to  the  township  of  Tottington.” 

By  other  entries  in  the  same  page  it  appears  that  this  money  was  placed 
from  time  to  time  in  the  hands  of  different  persons,  and  on  June  12th,  1802 
the  sum  of  31.  13.9.  6d.  is  stated  to  be  in  the  hands  of  Richard  Hoyle,  and 
it  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Henry  Hoyle  his  executor. 

The  overseer  of  this  township  occasionally  gives  a ticket  to  poor  persons 
not  receiving  relief,  for  which  on  application  to  Mr.  Hoyle  he  gives  them 
35.  or  45.  in  money  ; there  is  no  regularity  in  the  distribution,  but  it  is  not 
doubted  but  that  Mr.  Hoyle  gives  away  in  this  manner  more  than  the  interest 
would  amount  to. 


PARISH  OF  DEAN. 

Guest’s  Charity. 

In  our  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Bury  immediately  preceding, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  parish  of  Dean  was  entitled  to  a share  of  500/.  in  respect 
of  the  charity  of  John  Guest  there  particularly  mentioned.  We  cannot  find  any 
trace  of  the  existence  of  this  branch  of  the  charity,  unless  a sum  of  63/.,  men- 
tioned in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786,  was  derived  from  this  source.  In 
those  Returns,  under  the  head  of  Dean,  the  sum  of  63/.,  producing  annually 
31.  3s.  is  stated  to  have  been  given  for  linen  cloth  for  the  poor;  but  the 
Returns  do  not  state  any  donor’s  name  or  date.  In  the  same  Returns,  under 
the  heads  of  the  separate  townships  of  the  parish,  the  interest  is  divided,  giving 
5s.  3d.  to  each,  and  the  principal  is  said  to  be  vested  in  John  and  James  Edge. 
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We  find  that  a distribution  of  money  or  linen  cloth  took  place  at  Dean  Dean, 
church  amongst  all  the  townships  of  the  parish  till  about  10  or  12  years  ago,  Guestwii  • 
when  it  ceased,  and  the  money  applicable  for  this  purpose  was  provided  by  the  continued'  V’ 
family  of  Edge,  of  Moss,  the  last  of  whom  died  about  that  period.  v n ^ j 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Brocklebank,  vicar  of  Dean,  made  repeated  inquiries  about 
this  charity,  and  after  much  trouble  obtained  in  1826  the  sum  of  100/.  from  the 
family  of  Messrs.  Edge,  being  70/.  principal,  and  30/.  as  interest,  for  which  he 
gave  a written  acknowledgment.  This  sum  is  now  in  his  hands,  and  it  was 
his  intention  to  pay  it  over  to  the  parish,  recommending  it  to  be  laid  out  in 
building  a house  to  be  attached  to  the  school  lately  erected  under  his  care  at 
Rumworth,  as  hereafter  stated.  It  is  to  be  observed  however  that  the  Rum- 
worth  school  from  its  local  situation  cannot  be  available  to  the  whole  of  the 
parish  of  Dean,  and  that  such  a disposition  of  this  money,  supposing  it  to  arise 
from  Guest’s  charity,  would  be  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  intention  of  the 
donor ; we  therefore  think,  that  a mode  of  distribution  more  consonant  with 
that  which  prevailed  10  or  12  years  ago  would  be  more  desirable. 

Donor  Unknown. 

In  the  same  Returns  for  the  parish  of  Dean  there  is  stated  a charity  to  the  Donor  unknown, 
poor,  donor  unknown,  consisting  of  money  producing  annually  4/.,  vested  in 
Peter  Seddon,  Ralph  Fletcher,  Rev.  Christopher  Whitehead,  and  Thomas 
Grundy.  No  principal  sum  is  stated. 

All  the  trustees  above  named,  except  Ralph  Fletcher,  are  dead.  He  is  . 
trustee  in  a great  many  charities  in  this  neighbourhood;  but  he  states,  after 
having  had  his  attention  particularly  called  to  it,  that  he  has  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  this,  or  any  recollection  of  the  trust  referred  to  in  the  Returns. 

Charities  of  Seddon  and  Mort. 

George  Seddon,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  30th  October  1655,  appointed  Han-  Charities  ot 
nah  Hindley  and  Elizabeth  Hindley  his  executrixes,  and  by  a nuncupatory  Will,  Sfcddon  and  M°rt« 
reduced  into  writing,  and  stated  to  be  intended  as  a codicil  to  his  will,  on  the 
12th  August  1664,  four  or  five  days  before  his  death,  he  willed  that  the  poor  of 
Farnworth  and  Kearsley  should  have  the  use  of  100/.,  which  should  ever  remain 
as  a stock  of  money  for  their  relief ; and  that  the  interest  should  be  yearly  dis- 
posed of,  three  parts  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Farnworth,  and  two  parts  for 
the  poor  of  Kearsley,  in  linen  or  woollen  cloth  ; and  he  also  directed  that  the 
same  might  be  laid  out  in  land,  if  his  executrix  thought  fit. 

Ann  Mort,  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  16th  February  I67I,  gave  to  her 
nephew  Thomas  Mort,  William  Hulton,  and  seven  others,  250/.,  in  trust,  to  be 
put  forth  to  the  best  advantage,  either  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  rents,  or  other- 
wise, the  yearly  produce  arising  from  50/.,  part  thereof,  to  be  applied  for  the 
use  of  such  orthodox  preaching  minister  as  should  officiate  in  the  church  of 
Dean,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  said  Thomas  Mort  and  others, 
and  the  survivors  of  them,  and  their  heirs,  the  produce  of  three  other  sums  of 
50/.  each,  for  the  maintenance  of  other  preaching  ministers  at  the  chapel  in 
Worsley,  called  Ellinbrook,  the  chapel  in  Astley,  and  the  chapel  in  Atherton, 
called  Chewbent,  and  the  yearly  benefit  of  the  remaining  50/.  towards  main- 
taining a schoolmaster,  who  by  the  like  consent  and  approbation  should  teach 
the  young  children  of  the  neighbourhood  at  some  convenient  place  in  Little 
Hulton  ; and  for  default  of  such  ministers  and  schoolmaster  she  then  declared 
her  will  to  be  that  the  benefit  arising  from  such  of  the  said  respective  sums  of 
50/.,  allotted  to  such  places  as  should  not  be  supplied  with  such  minister  or 
schoolmaster  so  to  be  approved,  should  be  converted  and  disposed  of  by  her 
trustees  to  the  use  of  such  of  the  poor  people  inhabiting  within  the  respective 
townships,  hamlets,  or  chapelries  before  mentioned,  and  in  such  proportions,  as 
her  trustees  or  their  successors,  in  their  discretion,  should  think  fit ; and  as 
often  as  the  said  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  three,  or  fewer,  she  directed 
that  the  survivors  should  have  power  to  make  up  the  number  seven  or  more,  to 
act  with  them  as  co-trustees. 

By  Indenture  of  Feoffment,  bearing  date  23d  October  1674,  between  Richard 
Birchall,  and  James  Birchall  his  eldest  son,  of  the  one  part,  and  William  Hulton, 
and  six  others,  of  the  other  part;  the  said  Richard  and  James  Birchall,  in  conside- 
ration of 350/.  whereof  250  /.  was  bequeathed  by  the  will  of  Ann  Mort  for  the  cha- 
ritable uses  in  the  said  will  mentioned,  and  the  sum  of  100/.  was  given  by  the  will 
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Dean.  ofGeorge  Seddon,  bearing  date  30thOctober  1655,  or  by  a codicil  thereto  annexed, 

-7-  to  be  employed  for  and  towards  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  Farn- 
Seddon  'an  4 M o r t , wort^  and  Kearsley,  in  such  proportions  as  in  the  said  will  would  more  fully 
13  continued.  ’ appear,  and  in  consideration  that  the  said  William  Hulton  and  others  had  con- 

v tracted  with  the  said  Richard  Birchall  to  execute  to  him  and  his  assigns  a lease 

of  the  several  premises  thereafter  mentioned  for  the  term  of  2,000  years,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  19/.  5 s.,  granted  and  enfeoffed  to  the  said  William  Hulton  and 
others,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  and  tenement,  with  the  lands  and  appurte- 
nances thereto  belonging,  situate  in  Croft  Eyves,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
and  another  messuage  and  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances  in  Croft  Eyves, 
with  the  several  closes  called  by  the  names  therein  mentioned,  containing  by 
estimation  10  acres,  of  the  large  measure  used  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
and  also  another  messuage  and  tenement,  with  the  lands  and  appurtenances 
thereto  belonging  in  Croft. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  27th  October  lf)74,  the  said  William  Hulton,  and 
the  other  trustees  above  named,  demised  the  several  premises  comprised  in  the 
indenture  of  feoffment  above  abstracted  to  the  said  Richard  Birchall,  for  the 
term  of  2,000  years  from  the  date  thereof,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  19/.  5 s.  payable 
yearly  at  Michaelmas. 

The  premises  above  mentioned  have  been  conveyed  to  new  trustees  from  time 
to  time,  and  lastly  by  indenture,  dated  2d  December  1814,  whereby  the  honour- 
able Thomas  Kenyon,  Joseph  Yates,  Edward  Kearsley,  John  Kearsley,  and 
Edward  Kearsley  the  younger,  Peter  Rasbotham,  Benjamin  Rawson,  Peter 
Seddon,  Henry  Arrowsmith,  and  John  Smith  and  Robert  Smith,  conveyed  the 
premises  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  Lord  Kenyon,  William  Hulton,  Thomas 
Sutton,  Mort  Froggatt,  Richard  Gwillym,  and  James  Weston,  upon  the  trusts 
declared  in  the  wills  of  Ann  Mort  and  George  Seddon. 

Mr.  James  Weston,  one  of  the  trustees,  acts  as  treasurer,  and  collects  the  rent 
from  the  following  persons  possessors  of  farms  in  the  township  of  Croft,  in  the 
parish  of  Winwick. 

Thomas  Blackburn  - - - - £.  12  15  - 

John  Byrom  - - - - 3 5- 

John  Taylor  - - - - » 3 5 — 

£.19  5 - 


The  amount  is  divided  into  seven  equal  parts,  2/.  155.  each,  of  which  the 
incumbents  or  curates  of  Dean,  Ellinbrook  in  Worsley,  Astley  and  Chewbent 
in  Atherton,  receive  four  parts,  and  another  seventh  part  is  paid  to  the  master 
of  a school  in  Little  Hulton,  called  Peel  School,  which  has  no  other  endowment. 

These  five  payments  are  under  the  will  of  Ann  Mort. 

For  the  sum  of  100/.  left  by  George  Seddon,  one  seventh  part  is  given  to  the 
poor  of  Farnworth,  and  the  other  seventh  part  to  the  poor  of  Kearsley,  and  in 
both  these  townships  the  amount  is  distributed  amongst  poor  persons  in  linen  or 
woollen  cloth,  3 £ or  4 yards  to  each. 

By  referring  to  the  directions  of  George  Seddon  it  will  appear  that  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  produce  of  the  100/.  bequeathed  by  him  is  not  made  correctly ; 
the  poor  of  Farnworth  being  entitled  to  three  parts,  and  the  poor  of  Kearsley 
only  two  parts  of  the  produce. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  FARNWORTH. 

Dixon  Green  School. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  28th  and  29th  of  March 
1715,  between  James  Roseoe,  and  John  Roseoe  his  son  and  heir  apparent,  of  the 
first  part,  and  Nathan  Doming,  and  six  others,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that 
the  said  James  and  John  Roseoe  were  seised  of  a parcel  of  land  on  the  north- 
west corner  of  a close  called  the  Snail  Hill,  lying  near  the  waste  called  Dixon 
Green,  upon  which  there  had  been  lately  erected  a building,  as  well  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  said  James  Roseoe,  as  the  said  trustees  and  other  persons  who  con- 
tributed thereto,  that  the  same  might  be  a school  wherein  the  children  of  such 
poor  or  other  inhabitants  within  Farnworth,  as  thereafter  mentioned,  might  be 
taught  to  read  and  understand  the  English  and  Latin  tongues,  or  either  of  them; 
and  reciting  that  the  said  James  and  John  Roseoe  were  minded  to  assure  the 
said  new  erected  edifice,  and  small  parcel  of  land  as  thereinafter  mentioned,  the 
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said  James  and  John  Roscoe  conveyed  the  said  premises  to  the  use  of  all 
the  said  parties,  upon  trust,  to  permit  the  said  edifice  to  be  used  as  a school, 
wherein  such  and  so  many  poor  or  other  children  within  Earn  worth  as  the 
trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  in  their  dis- 
cretion think  fit,  and  as  the  allowance  or  salary  for  the  time  being  would  pro- 
cure a person  of  ability  to  teach,  might  be  instructed  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
principles  of  the  Protestant  religion  ; and  to  permit  the  said  small  parcel  of 
ground  to  be  used  for  the  better  enjoyment  of  the  said  edifice  ; and,  in  case  the 
lawrs  should  not  tolerate  or  permit  the  performance  of  these  trusts,  to  such  pious 
and  charitable  uses  as  the  said  trustees  should  think  fit ; and  it  was  provided 
that  the  schoolmaster  should  from  time  to  time  be  elected  by  the  said  trustees, 
or  the  major  part  of  them  ; and  that  whenever  six  or  fewer  of  the  trustees  should 
be  dead,  the  survivors  should  choose  six,  more  or  fewer  honest  and  religious 
persons  most  likely  to  promote  the  said  trusts,  and  should  convey  the  said  pre- 
mises to  the  use  of  themselves  and  such  new  trustees  upon  the  like  trusts. 

Nathan  Doming , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  22d  May  1728,  bequeathed  3001. 
to  John  Andrews,  George  Leigh,  Peter  Doming,  and  others,  their  executors, 
&c.  upon  trust,  to  lay  the  same  out  in  the  purchase  of  land  or  rentcharges,  the 
yearly  produce  thereof  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  as  was  thereafter 
directed  with  respect  to  the  interest  thereof,  until  the  same  should  be  so  laid 
out,  viz.  that  they  should  dispose  of  the  yearly  interest  of  150/.,  part  thereof, 
to  such  charitable  uses  within  Farnworth  as  the  trustees  for  the  time  bein<r 
should  think  fit,  having  a particular  regard  to  the  instruction  of  poor  children 
within  Farnworth,  in  causing  them  to  be  taught  the  English  and  Latin  tongues  ; 
and  the  yearly  interest  of  75/.,  other  part  thereof,  for  the  use  of  such  person  as 
should  for  the  time  being  be  schoolmaster  at  the  school  newly  erected  in  Farn- 
worth ; and  the  interest  of  75/.,  residue  thereof,  for  buying  English  Bibles, 
and  the  Assembly’s  Catechism,  and  the  Scripture  Catechism,  to  be  distributed 
yearly  or  otherwise  to  poor  children  within  Farnworth ; the  Bibles  to  be  given 
to  such  of  them  only  as  should  have  learnt  to  read,  and  should  be  able  to  re- 
peat the  Assembly’s  Catechism  ; and  it  was  provided  that  the  election  of  trustees 
should  be  made  as  often  as  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  should  think  fit. 

And  he  further  bequeathed  100/.  to  the  same  persons  upon  trust,  to  place  the 
same  out,  and  to  dispose  of  the  interest  in  the  buying  of  wearing  apparel  for 
the  benefit  of  such  poor  persons  within  Farnworth  as  the  trustees  for  the  time 
being  should  think  fit,  having  more  special  regard  to  children  and  aged  persons. 
And  by  a memorandum  indorsed  upon  his  will,  the  testator  declared  that  the 
interest  of  the  said  100/.  should  extend  to  such  poor  inhabitants  within 
Kearsley  as  should  live  near  and  upon  the  borders  of  Farnworth  Moor. 

By  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale,  enrolled  in  Chancery,  and  bearing  date 
19th  June  1744,  between  Peter  Rasbotham,  of  the  one  part,  and  George  Leigh, 
and  seven  others,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that  a small  parcel  of  ground,  part 
of  a close  of  the  said  Peter  Rasbotham,  in  Farnworth,  called  Snail  Hill,  con- 
taining 1 0 perches,  of  the  measure  there  used,  had  been  lately  fenced  from  the 
residue  of  the  said  close,  and  a dwelling-house  erected  thereon,  with  certain 
charitable  legacies  or  other  voluntary  contributions,  the  said  Peter  Rasbotham 
conveyed  the  said  premises  to  the  use  of  all  the  parties  thereto  upon  trust,  to 
permit  the  master  of  the  school  in  Farnworth  for  the  time  being  who  should  be 
appointed  or  approved  by  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  to  inhabit  the  said 
premises  without  paying  any  rent ; and,  in  case  the  said  trustees  should  at  any 
time  think  fit  to  remove  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being  from  the  said 
premises,  to  apply  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  during  such  time  as  they  should 
not  be  occupied  by  the  said  schoolmaster  for  such  pious  or  charitable  uses  as  they 
should  think  fit ; and  it  was  provided  that  whenever  the  number  of  trustees 
should  be  reduced  to  four  or  fewer,  the  survivors  should  nominate  five  or  more 
sufficient  men  to  convey  the  said  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  such 
new-elected  trustees. 

It  appears  by  the  book  of  accounts  that  the  legacies  above  mentioned  were 
in  1732  reduced  to  the  sum  of  341/.  6s.  lid.,  and  in  1741,  115/.  ID.  7 d. 
was  laid  out  towards  building  the  house  for  the  schoolmaster,  by  which  the 
money  was  further  reduced  to  22 51.  15  s.  4 d.  In  the  same  year,  a legacy  of 
20/.  given  by  Mr.  Crompton  was  added  thereto,  but  in  1702,  the  sum  was 
again  reduced  by  the  insolvency  of  a person  in  whose  hands  part  thereof  was 
placed,  to  222/.  It  was  subsequently  increased  gradually  till  1802,  when  it 
amounted  to  260/.  which  was  placed  out  at  interest. 
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By  an  Award  of  the  Commissioners  for  inclosing  the  common  lands  in 
Farnworth  and  Kearsley,  bearing  date  19th  October  1798,  a parcel  of  land, 
containing  lit.  19p.,  statute-measure,  was  allotted  to  the  trustees  of  Dixon 
Green  School. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  28th  September  1800,  between  Jonathan  Doming 
and  James  Wyldc,  of  the  one  part,  and  Peter  Rasbotham,  and  eleven  others,  of 
the  other  part,  reciting  the  will  of  the  said  Nathan  Doming,  and  the  indorse- 
ment thereon ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  trustees  under  the  will  had 
expended  part  of  the  sums  bequeathed  by  him  in  purchasing  a parcel  of  land,  and 
erecting  a dwelling-house  thereon  for  the  residence  of  a schoolmaster  at  Farn- 
worth ; that  other  part  of  the  said  money  was  lost  through  the  insolvency  of  the 
person  in  whose  hands  the  same  was  placed  at  interest,  so  that  the  sum  of  260/. 
only  remained,  the  said  Jonathan  Doming  and  James  Wylde,  being  the  surviving 
trustees,  agreed  with  the  said  Peter  Rasbotham,  and  others,  that  they  should  be 
jointly  interested  in  the  said  sum  of  260/.,  and  that  the  yearly  produce  thereof 
should  be  disposed  of  by  all  the  said  parties  for  the  purposes  declared  in  the 
will  of  the  said  Nathan  Doming ; and  it  was  provided  that  whenever  the 
trustees  should  be  reduced  by  death  to  the  number  of  three,  or  sooner  if  they 
should  think  proper,  the  survivors  should  elect  so  many  other  persons  as  to 
them  should  seem  proper,  and  assign  the  securities  for  the  said  money,  so  that 
the  same  should  be  vested  in  the  old  and  new  trustees. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  29th  and  30th  September 
1820,  Jonathan  Doming,  as  the  heir  of  his  grandfather  Jonathan  Doming,  the 
last  surviving  trustee  named  in  certain  indentures  of  lease  and  release  made 
since  the  said  indentures  of  171 5,  conveyed  the  premises  mentioned  in  the  said 
indentures  of  1715  to  the  use  of  himself,  Peter  Rasbotham,  John  Pilkington, 
Ralph  Fletcher,  James  Lomax,  Joseph  Pilkington,  James  Carlisle,  Samuel  Hey- 
wood,  William  Gray,  Richard  Kay,  William  Weston,  Benjamin  Rawson,  and 
John  Taylor,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  indentures  of  1715. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  dated  3d  and  4th  October  1820, 
the  said  Jonathan  Doming,  as  the  heir  of  his  grandfather,  who  was  the  surviving 
trustee  named  in  certain  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  28th  and 
29th  September  1763,  conveyed  to  the  use  of  the  same  parties  the  premises 
mentioned  in  the  said  indenture  of  1744,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  said 
last-mentioned  indenture. 

All  of  these  trustees,  except  one  or  two,  are  living. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  lltli  and  12th  May  1825, 
between  Richard  Woodward  and  Mary  his  wife,  of  the  first  part;  Hugh  Gaskell 
and  Beatrice  his  wife,  of  the  second  part;  John  Southam  Evans  and  Martha  his 
wife,  of  the  third  part ; Robert  Bunney  and  Jane  his  wife,  of  the  fourth  part ; 
Mary  Thompson,  an  infant  of  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  of  the  fifth  part ; 
Edward  Kearsley  and  the  said  John  Southam  Evans,  devisees  under  the  will  of 
Nanny  Marsh,  of  the  sixth  part ; Ellen  Marsh,  widow,  of  the  seventh  part; 
James  Diggles  and  Ann  his  wife,  of  the  eighth  part;  Robert  Dawson  and  Ellen 
his  wife,  of  the  ninth  part ; Joseph  Hulbert  and  Mary  his  wife,  of  the  tenth  ; 
James  Kyrke  Watkins,  administrator  with  the  will  annexed  of  John  Seddon,  of 
the  eleventh  ; Robert  Charlton,  of  the  twelfth  ; Edmund  Howarth,  of  the 
thirteenth ; Peter  Rasbotham,  and  others,  surviving  trustees  of  the  monies 
given  by  the  will  of  Nathan  Doming,  of  the  fourteenth ; and  John  Ravald 
Stokes,  of  the  fifteenth  part,  the  following  premises  were  conveyed  to  the 
said  trustees  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  180/.,  viz. : 


A plot  of  land  in  Little  Hulton,  part  of  the  Moor  Close,  which 
was  part  of  Baron  Fold  Estate,  containing  468  square  yards, 
demised  by  Peter  Seddon  to  Joseph  Clegg,  by  lease,  dated 
23d  March  1807,  for  999  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
Another  plot  in  the  same  place  containing  521  square  yards,  de- 
mised by  Peter  Seddon  to  Edmund  Speakman,  by  lease  dated 
1st  January  1807,  for  999  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  - 
Another  plot,  part  of  Baron  Fold  Estate,  containing  676  square  yards. 
And  another  plot  at  the  back  of  the  three  cottages  erected  by 
Joseph  Clegg,  containing  thirty-nine  square  yards,  which  two 
last-mentioned  plots  were  demised  to  the  said  Joseph  Clegg  by 
Ellen  Seddon,  by  lease  dated  7th  March  1821,  for  999  years, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  - --  --  --  - 
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Of  these  premises,  Mary  Thompson,  party  to  the  said  indenture,  was  entitled 
to  one  undivided  fourteenth  part ; it  was  therefore  provided  by  the  Deed  that  the 
trustees  should  pay  the  sum  of  12/.  17 s.  1 \d.  (being  one  fourteenth  part  of 
the  sum  of  ISO/.,  the  consideration  for  the  purchase,)  to  her,  on  having  a legal 
assurance  made  to  the  trustees  of  the  said  undivided  fourteenth  part  of  the 
premises,  and  that  they  would  in  the  mean  time  pay  interest  on  the  said  sum  of 
12/.  17 s.  1 \ d .,  at  the  rate  of  5 per-cent. 

The  trust-property  consists 

1st.  Of  the  chief  rents  purchased  in  1823,  amounting  annually  to  9/.  12s.  4 id. 

2dly.  The  land  allotted  to  the  school  on  the  inclosure  as  before  stated,  and 
containing  1,856  square  yards.  This  was  held  by  William  Scowcroft,  the  late 
schoolmaster,  during  his  life.  He  built  two  cottages  on  the  land ; and  after 
his  death  in  1816,  by  lease,  dated  25th  March  1824,  the  trustees  demised  the 
same  to  his  widow  for  99  years,  at  the  rent  of  5/.  16s.,  which  is  somewhat  less 
than  1 d.  a yard.  The  lease  contains  a covenant  on  the  part  of  the  lessee  to 
rebuild  as  often  as  occasion  shall  require. 

Previously  and  up  to  the  year  1816  the  trustees  were  possessed  of  the  sum 
of  260/.,  as  stated  in  the  Indenture  of  28th  December  1800,  which  was  placed 
out  on  private  security  in  the  hands  of  different  persons,  bearing  interest  at 
5 per-cent.  On  30th  July  1816  this  sum  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Jones  and  Loyd,  bankers,  of  Manchester,  bearing  bankers  interest.  Since  that 
period  the  whole  has  been  drawn  out  and  expended  for  the  rebuilding  of  the 
school  and  repairs  of  the  master’s  house,  and  in  the  purchase  of  the  chief-rents 
in  the  year  1825. 

The  expenses  incurred  in  rebuilding  the  school  and  making  an  additional 
story,  with  other  repairs,  amounted  to  upwards  of  85  /. ; and  there  has  been 
paid,  towards  the  purchase  of  the  chief-rents,  and  interest  thereon,  from  May 
1824  to  March  1825,  171/.  10s.  4c?.  The  sum  of  12/.  17s.  If  d.  still  remain- 
ing due  to  Miss  Thompson  will  be  payable  to  her  as  soon  as  she  is  of  age. 
The  sum  of  12s.  10  d.  per  annum  is  in  the  mean  time  paid  as  the  interest 
thereof. 

The  present  schoolmaster  was  appointed  about  two  years  ago,  being  one  of 
eight  candidates. 

He  has  a house,  with  a small  garden,  rent-free ; and  the  use  of  the  school- 
room, which  is  about  40  yards  from  the  house. 

He  receives  7 1-  16  s.  annually  from  the  trustees,  and  for  that  sum  he  teaches 
twelve  children  to  read,  and  repeat  the  Church-catechism. 

There  were  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  22  children  in  the  school,  besides  the 
free  children. 

No  books  are  given  to  the  children  by  the  trustees ; and  it  appears  by  the 
accounts  that  no  clothing  has  been  given  away  since  1791.  Before  that  time 
sums  varying  from  SI.  to  51.  were  occasionally  applied  in  the  purchase  of 
clothing,  but  not  regularly  every  year. 

On  examining  the  accounts  of  this  charity  it  appeared  that  there  was  due  to 
the  trustees  for  rent,  15/.  Is.,  and  that  on  the  other  hand  they  were  indebted 
for  the  last  trust-deed,  and  other  business  connected  therewith,  21/.  10s.  10c?., 
and  that  there  was  owing  another  small  debt  of  1/.  4s.  4c?.,  besides  the  sum  of 
12/.  17s.  1 \d.  payable  to  Miss  Thompson  on  her  coming  of  age.  When  these 
sums  should  be  respectively  received  and  paid  there  would  remain  a balance 
of  11/.  7 s.  5d.  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  charity. 
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Rishton’s  Charity. 

John  Rishton , by  Will,  bearing  date  14th  January  1700,  gave  to  George  Rishton’s  Charity. 
Leigh  and  James  Iloscow,  40  /.,  owing  to  him  by  Thomas  Woodburn,  to  be 
laid  out  by  them,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Farn- 
worth and  Kearsley ; and  directed  that  they  or  the  survivor  of  them,  and 
such  other  person  or  persons  as  they  or  the  survivor  should  nominate,  should 
lay  out  the  said  sum  of  40/.,  either  at  interest,  or  upon  land,  and  dispose  of  the 
yearly  profit  thereof  to  such  poor  person  and  persons  inhabiting  and  lawfully 
settled  within  Farnworth  and  Kearsley  aforesaid  as  they  should  think  fit. 

By  Deed  Poll,  bearing  date  9th  January  1796,  reciting  the  will  of  John 
Rishton,  and  several  subsequent  appointments  of  trustees,  and  that  John  Yates 
was  then  the  survivor  of  three  trustees  appointed  in  1767)  the  said  John  Yates 

H h 4 , appointed 
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appointed  Peter  llasbotham,  John  Partington,  John  Tonge  and  William  Scow- 
croft  to  be  joint  trustees  witli  him. 

Of  these  trustees  Peter  llasbotham  and  John  Partington  are  the  only  sur- 
vivors. 

The  sum  of  40/.  was  some  years  ago  paid  over  by  Peter  Rasbotham  to 
John  Partington,  and  in  182G  he  lent  it  to  his  son  William  Partington,  who  has 
given  a note  to  the  “trustees”  for  the  amount,  bearing  interest  at  4-per-cent. 

John  Partington  has  kept  the  accounts  since  1795,  and  has  distributed  the 
interest  amongst  poor  persons  of  Farnworth  and  Kearsley,  in  sums  varying  gene- 
rally from  Is.  to  3 s. 

Till  1823  when  the  interest  was  at  5-per-cent,  11s.  was  usually  given  to  poor 
persons  of  Kearsley,  and  the  residue  to  poor  of  Farnworth.  The  sum  appro- 
priated to  the  former  place  has  since  the  reduction  of  the  interest  been  9s.  In 
1825  no  distribution  took  place,  and  we  were  informed  by  John  Partington  that 
the  interest  for  that  year  was  paid  for  a new  trust-deed. 

This  deed  had  been  prepared  by  direction  of  John  Partington,  without  con- 
sulting his  co-trustee,  P.  Rasbotham  ; but  it  had  not  been  executed ; and  he 
thereby  nominated  his  two  sons,  Joshua  and  William  Partington,  and  their  sons 
Joshua  and  William,  one  of  the  latter  being  only  13  years  old,  as  trustees  of 
the  charity. 

It  appears  to  us  that  this  attempt  to  appoint  the  persons  above  named 
was  highly  improper,  and  as  Mr.  Rasbotham  was  not  consulted,  we  think  the 
expenses  ought  to  fall  upon  John  Partington,  and  not  upon  the  charity. 

We  have  communicated  these  circumstances  to  Mr.  Rasbotham,  and  trust 
that  he  will  interfere  to  procure  a legal  appointment  of  fit  persons  as  trustees, 
whose  first  duty  will  be  to  see  the  charity-money  placed  out  on  proper 
security. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  HORWICH. 

Charities  of  Pilkington  and  Morris. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  that  Richard  Pilkington, 
in  the  year  1786,  left  by  Will  50/.  to  the  poor  of  Horwich,  not  receiving  parish 
relief,  and  that Morris  left  15/.  for  the  same  purpose. 

Both  these  sums  were  in  the  hands  of  Richard  Pilkington,  and  his  cousin 
John  Pilkington,  who  are  both  grandsons  of  the  testator,  Richard  Pilkington. 
They  have  long  acted  as  trustees  for  the  former  sum  of  50/. ; and  the  latter  sum 
of  15/.  came  to  them  as  executors  of  Robert  Greenalgh,  in  whose  hands  the 
money  had  been  placed. 

Messrs.  Richard  and  John  Pilkington  laid  out  this  sum  of  65/.  in  building  a 
cottage  on  a piece  of  ground  for  which  they  gave  31.,  and  which  to  save 
expense  was  conveyed  to  the  trustees  of  the  chapel  at  Horwich,  by  the  same 
deed  as  some  other  property  belonging  to  the  chapel.  The  cottage  is  let  to 
John  Pilling,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  5/.  10  s. 

The  amount  of  the  rent  is  distributed  about  Christmas  by  Richard  and 
John  Pilkington,  generally  in  linen  cloth  to  poor  persons  of  Horwich,  in  quan- 
tities varying  from  three  to  eight  yards  to  each.  The  overseer  is  requested  to 
attend  to  see  that  the  persons  to  whom  it  is  given  belong  to  the  township,  and 
do  not  receive  relief. 

Greenalgh’s  Charity. 

Robert  Greenalgh,  by  Will,  dated  24th  November  180/',  left  to  Richard  and. 
John  Pilkington  above  mentioned  two  leasehold  cottages  in  Horwich,  for  the 
remainder  of  a term  of  300  years  from  1799.  There  are  no  trusts  declared  in 
the  will,  but  the  testator  had  in  his  lifetime  expressed  his  wish  to  Richard 
Pilkington  that  he  would,  as  his  trustee  out  of  the  rent  pay  yearly  4/.  46’. 
to  the  trustees  of  the  new  chapel  in  Horwich,  and  the  remainder  to  the  poor 
in  linen  cloth.  This  has  been  done  accordingly.  The  rent  of  the  two  cot- 
tages is  7l.  17 s.  6 d.,  of  which  4/.  4s.  clear  are  annually  paid  to  the  trus- 
tees of  the  new  Presbyterian  chapel,  and  about  31.  3 s.  given  in  linen  cloth  to 
the  poor. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  LITTLE  HULTON. 

Adam  Mort’s  Charity. 

For  the  particulars  of  this  charity  see  township  of  Astley,  in  the  parish  of 
Leigh,  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report. 
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Donor  Unknown. 

In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786  there  is  mentioned  a rentcharge 
of  1 /.  a year  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  the  donor  of  which  is  said  to  be 
unknown. 

The  sum  of  1 /.  is  regularly  received  every  year  from  John  Albinson,  on 
behalf  of  Edward  Gibbon,  esq.  of  Liverpool,  but  we  cannot  ascertain  from 
whence  it  is  derived. 

This  has  been  for  many  years  improperly  carried  to  the  account  of  the  poors 
rate. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  MIDDLE  HULTON. 

Dame  Dorothy  Leigh’s  Charity. 

The  only  account  we  can  obtain  respecting  the  origin  of  this  charity  is 
derived  from  the  following  documents  which  are  at  Worsley  Hall,  in  the 
custody  of  Robert  Haldane  Bradshaw,  esq.  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  late  Duke 
of  Bridgewater  to  whom  the  patronage  of  Ellenbrook  Chapel  belonged. 

By  a Deed  bearing  date  28th  July  1657,  reciting  a decree  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  of  the  County  Palatine,  dated  15th  January  1655,  also  an  order 
made  2d  October  1656,  and  another  made  28th  July  1657,  whereby  Robert 
Mawdesley  was  ordered  to  pay  to  George  Leigh  and  seven  others,  feoffees 
and  trustees  thereby  appointed,  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  minister  of  the 
chapel  of  Ellenbrook,  as  likewise  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  poor  of  the 
several  townships  of  Worsley  and  Middle  Hulton,  200/.  principal,  (which  was 
theretofore  given  and  deposited  by  Dame  Dorothy  Leigh , deceased,  in  the 
hands  of  the  said  Robert  Mawdesley,  to  be  disposed  of  to  godly  and  pious 
uses)  together  with  6l/.  7 s.  2 id.  for  interest  from  the  1st  November  1638  to 
1st  November  1652,  which  by  the  said  decree  was  ordered  to  be  added  to  the 
principal ; the  said  George  Leigh  and  the  other  trustees  acknowledged  to  have 
received  from  the  said  Robert  Mawdesley  the  said  two  sums,  together  with  5 /. 
for  interest  on  the  said  200/.  from  the  1st  November  to  31st  March  then  last, 
to  be  by  them  laid  out  for  such  uses  as  by  the  said  decree  was  directed. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  28th  and  29th  April  1701, 
between  Isaac  Marsh,  of  the  one  part,  and  Nathan  Mort,  John  Barrett,  Richard 
Edge,  of  the  Moss,  Richard  Edge,  of  Edgefold,  Robert  Cook,  John  Darbyshire, 
Richard  Peak,  Thomas  Collier,  and  Peter  Chaddock,  trustees  appointed  for 
Ellenbrook  chapel  and  the  poor  of  Worsley  and  Middle  Hulton,  of  the  other 
part,  the  said  Isaac  Marsh,  in  consideration  of  72/.  10 s.,  and  of  the  annual 
rents  thereafter  mentioned,  conveyed  to  the  said  Nathan  Mort  and  others 
a bay  of  building  used  as  a shippon,  belonging  to  a dwelling-house  in  Tyldesley 
called  Leyland’s  House,  and  the  site  of  the  said  dwelling-house,  barn,  and 
bay  of  building,  together  with  the  orchard  and  garden,  and  the  fold  enjoyed 
therewith,  and  also  a close  called  Smithy  Croft,  lying  in  Tyldesley,  containing 
by  estimation  two  acres,  large  measure,  with  a proportionable  share  and  part 
of  the  Common  waste  grounds  in  Tyldesley,  in  trust  for  Ellenbrook  chapel,  and 
the  poor  of  Worsley  and  Middle  Hulton  aforesaid,  according  to  the  donation  of 
the  late  Dame  Dorothy  Leigh  ; and  the  purchasers  covenanted  to  pay  to 
Thomas  Mort,  of  Dam  House,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  an  ancient  accustomed 
rent  of  13  s.  4 <7.  charged  upon  the  premises  purchased  as  well  as  other 
premises. 

The  property  comprised  in  the  above  abstracted  deed  must  have  been  only 
a portion  of  that  which  is  now  considered  as  belonging  to  the  charity.  We 
have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  other  authentic  documents  relating  to  this 
estate  *,  but  amongst  some  ancient  papers  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Bradshaw 
is  one  bearing  date  August  1725,  and  headed,  An  Account  of  charities  belong- 
ing to  Ellenbrook  Chapel,  and  contains  the  following  entry : 

“ My  Lady  Ann  Leigh,  of  Worsley,  left  500/.,  wherewith  is  purchased 
a place  called  Common  Head,  in  Tyldesley,  in  Leigh  parish.  One  fourth  of 
the  said  yearly  rent  is  given  to  the  poor  of  Worsley  and  Middle  Hulton. 

Trustees,  Nathan  Mort,  Richard  Edge,  Robert  Cook,  Richard  Peake,  Peter 
Chaddock,  Isaac  Marsh.” 

The  paper  also  contains  entries  relating  to  other  gifts  which  belong  exclu- 
Rep.  19.  I i sively 
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sively  to  the  incumbent  of  the  chapel,  and  is  signed  “ John  Key,  minister  of 
Ellenbrook.” 

The  writer  was  probably  mistaken  in  the  Christian  name  of  the  donor  ; but  as 
the  trustees  named  by  him  are  also  found  in  the  deed  of  I7OI  before  abstracted, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  he  alluded  to  the  same  charity. 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  subsequent  trust-deed. 

The  land  in  Tyldesley  belonging  to  Ellenbrook  chapel  consists  of  an  inclosed 
farm  of  about  24  acres  of  land,  with  two  cottages  upon  it,  let  by  the  Duke  of 
Bridgwater’s  trustees  to  a yearly  tenant,  at  67/.  a year,  to  which  it  was  lately 
reduced  from  7 4/.  The  incumbent  of  Ellenbrook  Chapel  receives  the  rent 
half-yearly.  He  reserves  three  fourths  of  it  to  his  own  use,  and  divides  the 
other  quarter  between  the  townships  of  Worsley  and  Middle  Hulton,  two  thirds 
to  the  former,  and  one  third  to  the  latter.  The  tenant  pays  13  s.  4 d.  annually 
to  the  owner  of  the  Dam  House  estate. 

For  the  year  1826  the  sum  of  11/.  3s.  4rf.  was  transmitted  to  the  overseers 
of  the  township  of  Worsley,  and  51.  11s.  8 d.  to  the  overseer  of  the  township 
of  Middle  Hulton. 

In  Worsley  the  overseer  purchases  linen,  and  distributes  it  to  poor  persons  at 
his  own  discretion  ; and  the  same  mode  is  adopted  by  the  overseer  for  the 
distribution  of  the  share  applicable  to  the  township  of  Middle  Hulton. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  KFARSLEY. 


High  Style  School. 

Kearsley.  By  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale,  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 

~ and  bearing  date  19th  February  17-52,  between  Henry  Mather , of  the  one 

ig  y e c co . par^  an(j  tjie  Rev<  Edward  Whitehead,  vicar  of  Bolton,  the  Rev.  James 
Rothwell,  vicar  of  Dean,  and  four  others,  of  the  other  part,  the  said  Henry 
Mather,  bargained  and  sold  to  the  said  Edward  Whitehead  and  others,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  six  seats  or  pews  in  the  gallery  on  the  south  side  of  the 
parish-church  of  Bolton,  and  also  three  cottages,  with  the  appurtenances,  at  or 
near  the  High  Style,  in  Kearsley,  upon  trust,  to  employ  the  rents  and  profits 
thereof  from  time  to  time  for  the  teaching,  at  the  school  intended  to  be  shortly 
erected  within  the  town  of  Kearsley,  poor  fatherless  and  motherless  children, 
or  such  whose  parents  should  not  be  able  to  pay  for  their  being  taught,  within 
the  several  towns  or  hamlets  of  Kearsley,  Bolton-le-Moors,  and  Tonge-with- 
Haulgh,  the  said  children  to  be  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  to  be  instructed 
in  the  Christian  religion  as  professed  in  the  Church  of  England ; and  upon 
further  trust,  that,  whenever  the  trustees  should  by  death  be  reduced  to  the 
number  of  three,  the  survivors  should  with  all  convenient  speed  elect  so  many 
honest  and  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  towns  aforesaid,  as  with  themselves, 
(and  the  vicars  of  Bolton  and  Dean  for  the  time  being,  who  should  always 
be  two)  should  be  thought  a competent  number  of  trustees,  and  that  the  said 
premises  should  be  conveyed  accordingly  upon  the  same  trusts. 

By  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  bearing 
date  15th  February  1757,  between  the  above-mentioned  Henry  Mather,  of 
the  first  part,  and  the  Rev.  Edward  Whitehead,  the  Rev.  James  Rothwell, 
and  five  others,  of  the  other  part ; reciting  that  Pierce  Starkey,  by  indenture 
of  lease,  bearing  date  1st  June  1736,  had  demised  to  the  said  Henry  Mather, 
a messuage,  with  a mill  and  other  premises  in  Tonge,  for  the  lives  of  the  said 
Henry  Mather,  Margaret,  his  wife,  Edward  Walmsley,  and  Henry  Mather  the 
younger,  and  the  longest  liver  of  them  ; the  said  Henry  Mather  the  elder 
bargained  and  sold  the  said  premises,  and  all  his  right  therein,  to  the  said 
Edward  Whitehead  and  others,  their  executors,  &c.  for  the  term  of  99  years, 
if  the  said  Henry  Mather  and  Edward  Walmsley,  the  then  surviving  lives 
named  in  the  said  lease,  or  either  of  them,  should  so  long  live;  and  he  further 
bargained  and  sold  to  the  said  Edward  Whitehead  and  others,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  a messuage,  cottage  or  tenement,  with  the  lands,  closes  and  appurten- 
ances thereto  belonging,  situate  at  or  near  the  High  Style,  in  Kearsley,  upon 
trust,  to  apply  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  all  the  said  premises  for  and  towards 
such  schoolmaster’s  salary  or  wages,  as  the  said  trustees  should  nominate  to  the 
school  in  Kearsley  lately  erected  by  him,  the  said  salary  or  wages  to  be  so 
much  a year  as  the  said  trustees  should  in  their  discretion  think  fit,  and  also  for 
and  towards  the  teaching  at  the  said  school  poor  fatherless  and  motherless 

5 children. 
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children,  or  such  whose  parents  should  not  be  able  to  pay  for  their  being  taught,  Kearsley. 

as  should  belong  to  and  be  within  the  several  towns  and  hamlets  of  Kearsley,  

Bolton-le-Moors,  and  Tonge-with-Haulgh,  in  such  proportions  as  thereinafter  1 lg  °°  * 

mentioned,  viz.  one  half  of  the  said  rents,  after  paying  the  schoolmaster’s  s 

wages,  for  the  poor  children  of  Kearsley,  one  fourth  part  for  the  poor  children 
of  Bolton-le-Moors,  and  the  other  fourth  part  for  the  poor  children  of  Tonge- 
with-Haulgh,  the  said  children  to  be  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  to  be  in- 
structed in  the  Christian  Religion,  as  professed  in  the  Church  of  England, 
with  a proviso  for  appointing  new  trustees  whenever  they  should  be  reduced 
by  death  to  two. 

* The  said  Henry  Mather,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  11th  February  1757, 
reciting  that  he  had  already  settled  his  real  estate  upon  trustees  for  teaching 
at  the  school,  which  he  had  lately  erected  in  Kearsley,  fatherless  and  mother- 
less children,  or  such  whose  parents  were  unable  to  pay  for  them,  as  to  his  per- 
sonal estate,  gave  to  his  nephew  Richard  Greenhalgh  50/.,  upon  the  condition 
thereinafter  mentioned  ; and  after  giving  several  pecuniary  legacies,  he  gave  the 
remainder  of  his  personal  estate  to  Edward  Whitehead,  George  Grundy,  James 
Rothwell,  John  Parker,  Peter  Rasbotham,  and  Henry  Hardman,  upon  trust,  that 
they  and  the  survivor  of  them  should  put  forth  the  same  upon  good  security,  and 
apply  the  yearly  interest  for  the  salary  of  such  schoolmaster,  as  they  should 
nominate  to  the  school  in  Kearsley,  the  salary  and  wages  to  be  so  much  a-year, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees,  and  also  for  teaching  and  instructing  at  the 
said  school  poor  fatherless  and  motherless  children,  or  such  whose  parents  should 
not  be  able  to  pay  for  them,  within  the  several  towns  or  hamlets  of  Kearsley, 
Bolton-in-le-Moors,  and  Tonge-with-Haulgh,  in  the  following  proportions,  viz. : 
one  half  of  the  yearly  interest  (after  paying  the  schoolmaster’s  wages)  for  the 
poor  children  in  Kearsley,  one  fourth  part  tor  the  poor  children  in  Bolton,  and 
the  other  fourth  part  for  the  poor  children  in  Tonge-with-Haulgh,  the  children 
to  be  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  instructed  in  the  Christian  Religion  as 
professed  in  the  Church  of  England.  And  he  declared  his  wall  to  be,  that 
Richard  Greenhalgh  should  execute  to  his  trustees  a Release  of  all  his  claim 
to  the  testator’s  real  or  personal  estate,  and  in  case  he  should  refuse  or  obstruct 
the  payment  of  the  said  personal  estate  for  the  charities  aforesaid,  he  gave  the 
said  50/.,  and  all  the  said  residuary  personal  estate,  to  his  said  trustees,  for  their 
own  proper  use  and  benefit ; and  he  directed  that  as  often  as  the  trustees 
should  by  death  or  otherwise  be  reduced  to  two,  the  survivors  should  appoint 
four  new  trustees  in  the  place  of  those  dying,  or  refusing  to  act : And  he 
appointed  Edward  Whitehead  and  George  Grundy  his  executors. 

By  a Codicil  to  his  will,  bearing  date  16th  March  1758,  the  said  Henry 
Mather,  stating  that  the  landowners  and  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Kears- 
ley had  taxed  and  assessed  the  estate  and  lands  settled  by  him  to  charitable 
uses,  and  on  which  he  had  erected  new  buildings,  and  made  several  improve- 
ments, declared  that,  in  case  the  inhabitants  or  landowners  of  Kearsley  should 
after  his  death  assess  any  part  of  the  said  settled  estates  more  than  they  were 
taxed  before  the  new  buildings  were  erected  and  new  improvements  made, 
half  of  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate,  which  he  had  given  for  the  benefit 
of  poor  children  in  Kearsley,  should  cease  ; and  he  directed  the  trustees  to 
apply  the  said  half-part  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  poor  children  of  Bolton- 
in-le-Moors  and  Tonge-with-Haulgh  equally,  share  and  share  alike,  to  be  added 
to  each  of  their  fourth  parts. 

By  indenture  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  bearing  date  8th  March 
1813,  Benjamin  Cooke,  in  consideration  of  34/.,  conveyed  to  Edward  White- 
head,  Peter  Seddon,  the  Rev.  Christopher  Whitehead,  the  Rev.  Robert  Latham, 
vicar  of  Dean,  and  Ralph  Fletcher,  a plot  of  land  called  Grundy’s  Croft, 

(a  small  part  whereof  was  by  the  award  of  the  Commissioners  under  an  Act 
of  Parliament  for  inclosing  the  commons  in  Farnworth  and  Kearsley,  allotted 
to  William  Hulton,  deceased,  and  contained  24  perches,  eight  yards  to  the 
perch,)  subject  to  a reservation  of  all  mines  and  minerals,  rights  of  common, 
and  the  right  of  getting  and  carrying  away  such  mines  and  minerals  reserved 
to  William  Hulton,  son  of  the  said  Edward  Hulton  above  mentioned,  upon 
trust,  to  apply  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  thereof  in  such  manner  and  under 
such  regulations  as  provided  by  the  indenture  of  February  1757. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  22d  and  23d  May  1818, 
between  Peter  Seddon,  the  Rev.  Christopher  Whitehead,  and  Ralph  Fletcher, 
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Kearsley.  esq.  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Rev.  James  Slade,  vicar  of  Bolton,  the  Rev. 

Thomas  Brocklebank,  vicar  of  Dean,  Edward  Bolling,  of  Bolton,  surgeon, 

Crompton,  of  Bolton,  gent.,  James  Fletcher,  of  Bolton,  gent.,  and 
v co  mue  ' y Thomas  Tonge,  of  Kearsley,  innkeeper,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  so  much  of 
the  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  of  15th  February  1757,  as  related  to  the 
conveyance  of  the  freehold  premises  in  Kearsley,  and  also  reciting  the  will  of 
the  said  Henry  Mather,  and  the  codicil  annexed  thereto,  and  subsequent  con- 
veyances to  new  trustees  of  the  said  premises  in  Kearsley,  and  of  the  residue  of 
the  testator’s  personal  estate ; and  further  reciting,  that  by  an  award  of  Com- 
missioners appointed  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  inclosing  the  waste  lands 
in  the  lordships  of  Farnworth  and  Kearsley,  bearing  date  19th  October  1798, 
three  parcels  of  the  said  waste  grounds  in  Kearsley,  marked  in  the  plan  32, 
A,  B,  and  C,  and  containing  in  the  whole  9a.  In.  9r.  statute-measure,  were 
allotted  to  the  trustees  of  Mr.  Mather’s  Charity,  commonly  called  the  High 
Style  Charity  School ; and  also  reciting  the  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale, 
bearing  date  8th  March  1813,  the  said  Peter  Seddon  and  others  conveyed  and 
assigned  the  said  freehold  premises  in  Kearsley,  with  the  allotments  above  men- 
tioned, and  the  plot  of  land  called  Grundy’s  Croft,  subject  to  the  reservation 
mentioned  in  the  indenture  of  8th  March  1813,  and  all  the  residue  of  the 
personal  estate  of  the  said  testator,  with  all  securities  for  the  same,  to  the  use 
of  all  the  said  parties  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release  of  the  same  date,  and  between  the  same 
parties,  reciting  the  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  bearing  date  19th  February 
1752,  the  said  Peter  Seddon  and  others  conveyed  the  seats  or  pews,  and  the 
cottages,  with  their  appurtenances,  mentioned  in  the  said  recited  indenture,  or 
such  cottages  as  had  been  erected  on  the  site  of  those  therein  mentioned,  to 
the  use  of  all  the  said  parties  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  said  recited 
indenture. 

Three  only  of  the  above-named  trustees  are  now  living. 

The  lease  of  the  premises  included  in  the  indenture  of  15th  February  1757 
expired  long  ago,  and  the  property  at  present  belonging  to  the  charity  is  as 
follows  : 

1.  A farm-house  and  about  four  or  five  acres  of  land,  statute-measure,  in 
Kearsley,  let  to  John  Hardman,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  18/.  18s. 

2.  Nineteen  cottages,  with  some  gardens,  let  to  19  different  yearly  tenants, 
at  rents  amounting  to  90/.  These  rents  are  subject  to  poor  rates  for  the 
township  of  Kearsley,  and  occasionally  require  repairs,  the  expenses  of  which 
are  paid  out  of  the  trust. 

All  these  premises  are  let  at  the  full  value. 

The  trustees  receive  also  several  chief-rents  reserved  on  building  leases, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  12/.  8s.  lid.  as  will  appear  by  the  following 
Table : 


COVENANTS. 


Covenant  to  build  one  or  [ 
more  dwelling-houses  and 
keep  them  in  repair  - - l 


Covenant  to  fence,  and  build'j 
one  or  more  dwelling-houses  [ 
worth  4/.  14s.  per  annum,  f 
and  keep  the  same  in  repair  J 

Covenant,  as  often  as  oc-'j 
casion  shall  require,  to  re- 
build the  cottage  or  dwelling- 
house  then  standing  thereon,  \ 
or  build  other  dwelling  / 
houses  thereon,  and  keep  the 
same  in  repair  to  the  value 
of  double  the  rent  - -J 

Similar  covenants  with  f 
preceding  _‘l 


Date  and  Term. 


8 December  1817.  j 
990  years  from 
the  date  - -J 

18  June  1818.  "1 
99  years  from  > 
the  date  - -J 


8 December  1817.'! 
999  years  from  J 
the  date  -J 


30th  Aug.  1821.  j 
99  years  from  J 
Michaelmas  1820.J 


LESSEES. 


John  Lever 


Edward  Jackson 


Ralph  Crompton 


John  Fawcett 


Quantity  and  Description. 


RENT. 


fPart  of  Grundy’s  Croft,  con- 
taining 400  square  yards. 


fPart  of  allotment  32,  A.  con- 
4 taining  625  square  yards. 


'Part  of  allotment  32,  B,  con- 
taining 27  Perches,  statute- 
measure,  with  the  cottage  or 
dwelling-house  lately  built 
at  the  expense  of  the  lessee. 

Part  of  allotment  32,  A.  con- 
taining 667  square  yards, 
with  the  cottage  or  dwelling- 
house  lately  erected  at  the 
expense  of  the  said  lessee  - 


£.  t.  d. 

1 13  4 

27- 


1 11 


2 14  - 
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COVENANTS. 

Date  and  Term. 

LESSEES. 

Quantity  and  Description. 

RENT. 

Similar  covenants  with  ] 
preceding  - - -J 

3 January  1824.  ] 
99  years  from  > 
Lady-daythenlast  J 

Timothy  Roscoe 

Piece  of  Land  in  Kearsley, 
bounded  westerly  by  the 
turnpike-road  from  Bolton 
to  Manchester,  part  of 
allotment  32,  A.  containing 
385  yards,  with  the  dwell- 
ing-house lately  built  thereon 
by  the  lessee  - 

£.  i.  d. 

\ 

j 1 1 2 1 

• 

1 

1 

© 

Q 

1 

l 

• 

2 May  1825.  ] 
99  years  from  J- 
Michaelmas  last.J 

John  Jackson 

'Plot  of  land  bounded  as  above 
part  of  the  same  allotment, 
containing  612  yards,  with 
the  dwelling-houses  lately 
erected  thereon  by  the  lessee. 

2 11  — 

£. 

12  8ll 

There  are  also  four  pews  in  the  south  gallery  of  Bolton  Church  let  to  four 
different  persons,  at  good  rents,  amounting  to  7 1-  1 7^  6c?.  per  annum. 

With  respect  to  the  building  leases,  it  is  stated  that  the  trustees  have  at  the 
time  taken  the  subject  into  consideration,  and  have  made  the  best  terms  they 
could ; and  of  late  years,  under  the  advice  of  their  solicitor,  have  limited  the 
terms  to  99  years.  The  lease  granted  to  Ralph  Crompton,  the  rent  of  which 
appears  to  be  the  lowest,  was  granted  in  consideration  that  the  land  was  worth 
nothing  except  for  the  purpose  of  building  ; and  from  its  situation,  1/.  11  s.  6d. 

a vear  was  as  much  as  could  be  obtained  for  it. 

*/ 

There  are  also  the  following  sums  of  money  belonging  to  this  charity,  bearing 
interest  at  5-per-cent ; viz. 


Kearsley. 

High  Style  School 
continued 


The  sum  of  300?.  secured  on  the  tolls  of  the  turnpike-road  from  Bolton  to 
Manchester,  called  the  Moses  Gate  Trust. 


The  sum  of  500/.  in  the  hands  of  Ralph  Fletcher,  one  of  the  trustees,  and 
the  treasurer,  for  which  sum  he  states  that  he  believes  he  has  given  a bond  for 
300/.,  and  a promissory  note  for  200/.  ; but  neither  the  bond  or  note  was 
produced  to  us. 

And  the  sum  of  550/.,  in  the  hands  of  William  Crompton,  another  of  the 
trustees,  who  has  given  a bond  jointly  with  Thomas  Crompton,  dated  25th  Octo- 
ber 1811,  for  500/.,  payable  to  Peter  Seddon,  and  Ralph  Fletcher,  by  whom 
a memorandum  is  indorsed,  stating  that  the  money  belonged  to  Mather’s 
Charity,  and  a promissory-note  for  50/. ; and  he  has  deposited  in  the  hands  of 
the  solicitors  to  the  charity  the  title-deeds  of  an  estate  as  an  additional  security 
for  these  sums. 

This  sum  of  550/.  was  part  of  a sum  of  600/.  received  by  the  trustees  in 
1811  from  Messrs.  John  and  Ellis  Fletcher,  for  the  right  of  getting  coal  under 
the  ancient  lands  belonging  to  the  school.  Mr.  Ralph  Fletcher,  the  only  person 
now  living  who  was  trustee  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  states  that  Mr.  Peter  Seddon, 
one  of  his  co-trustees,  settled  the  terms  of  the  sale,  and  that  he  did  not  inter- 
fere himself,  as  the  Messrs.  Fletchers  were  his  relations  ; that  the  land  under 
which  the  coal  lay  consisted  of  little  more  than  two  Cheshire  acres,  and 
that  part  of  the  coal  had  been  got  before ; that  the  price  was  offered  by 
Messrs.  Fletcher,  and  that  Mr.  Seddon  having  upon  inquiry  learnt  that  it  was 
a fair  price,  pressed  the  trustees  to  accept  it ; that  there  was  no  public  notice 
given  of  the  sale,  nor  any  experienced  coal-agent  consulted,  except  persons 
whom  Mr.  Seddon  might  have  consulted  privately,  but  that  he  thinks  the  sum 
paid  by  Messrs.  Fletcher  was  a liberal  price. 

There  is  also  a balance  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  as  treasurer,  which, 
from  the  year  1821,  has  exceeded  200/.,  on  account  of  which,  from  1823,  he 
has  paid  interest  as  upon  200/.,  at  4-per-cent. 

And  there  is  in  the  funds  1,502/.  11s.  three-per-cent  consols,  producing 
dividends  amounting  annually  to  45/.  Is.  6d.,  standing  in  the  names  of 
Rep.  19.  I i 3 Mr. 


Kearsley. 
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Mr.  Ralph  Fletcher,  and  other  trustees,  the  dividends  of  which  are  received 
through  Jones,  Loyd  & Co.,  of  Manchester. 

The  income  of  the  charity  from  all  these  sources  amounts  to  249 /.  1 5 s.  lid. 


In  the  books  relating  to  this  charity,  previously  to  the  year  1S1G,  a separate 
account  was  kept  for  the  township  of  Kearsley,  and  for  the  townships  of  Bolton 
and  Tonge-with-Haulgh;  and  the  income  of  the  real  estate  was  divided  between 
the  several  townships,  in  the  proportions  directed  by  the  donor  in  the  deed  of 
settlement,  and  the  produce  of  his  personal  estate,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  codicil  to  his  will,  in  case  the  rate  upon  his  real  property  should  be 
increased  by  the  township  of  Kearsley,  which  in  fact  was  done ; one  fourth 
part  only  being  in  that  event  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  township  of  Kearsley,  and 
the  other  three  fourths  by  Bolton  and  Tonge-with-Haulgh,  equally. 

In  1816  it  was  thought  advisable  by  the  trustees  that  in  future  the  accounts 
should  be  kept  together  ; and  as  they  calculated  that  the  income  as  it  had  been 
before  divided  was  capable  of  providing  for  the  instruction  of  four  boys  of 
Kearsley,  three  of  Great  Bolton,  and  three  of  Tonge-with-Haulgh,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  boys  should  be  chosen  from  these  several  places  in  the  same 
» proportions  thereafter.  Since  1816,  therefore,  the  whole  income  has  been 
brought  to  one  account,  and  the  boys  have  been  appointed  from  the  three 
townships,  in  the  proportions  above  mentioned.  In  1821  five  boys  were  added 
to  the  number,  making  in  the  whole  fifteen,  six  being  taken  from  Kearsley 
and  nine  from  the  other  two  townships. 

The  produce  of  this  charity  is  at  present  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of 
fifteen  boys  taken  from  the  townships  above  mentioned.  The  schoolmaster 
has  the  benefit  of  the  school-premises,  consisting  of  a dwelling-house,  with  a 
school,  out-buildings  and  garden,  and  about  10  acres  of  land,  statute-measure, 
and  valued  at  40/.  a year,  and  he  receives  from  the  trustees,  by  quarterly 
payments,  150/.  annually,  for  which  he  instructs  the  boys  in  reading,  writing-, 
and  accounts,  and  the  Church-catechism,  and  provides  them  with  board,  washing 
and  lodging.  The  boys  are  also  supplied  annually  with  clothing  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  charity. 

There  are  no  particular  directions  given  by  the  trustees  as  to  the  food  the 
children  are  to  be  supplied  with,  but  they  appear  to  be  well  fed  and  properly 
taken  care  of. 


The  bedding  is  supplied  by  the  trustees  ; for  the  fifteen  children  there  are 
five  bedsteads,  five  blankets,  five  quilts,  and  six  sheets.  Although  we  were  in- 
formed by  the  master  that  the  sheets  were  washed  every  week,  and  the  blankets 
every  month,  the  dirty  appearance  of  the  bedding  contradicted  his  statement, 
and  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  trustees  as  well  to  this 
point  as  to  the  scanty  quantity  supplied. 

The  present  master  has  held  the  situation  for  upwards  of  twenty  years.  His 
conduct  lias  occasionally  given  ground  for  complaint,  and  on  an  inquiry  insti- 
tuted by  the  trustees  three  or  four  vears  ago  he  was  reprimanded,  and  cau- 
tioned as  to  his  future  conduct,  but  the  trustees  did  not  think  there  was 
sufficient  ground  for  his  dismissal.  From  the  statements  made  to  us,  we  feel 
justified  in  saying  that  the  general  character  of  the  master,  as  being  habitually 
addicted  to  drunkenness,  renders  him  unfit  for  his  situation,  and  the  fact  of  his 
having  few,  if  any,  private  scholars  (although  permitted  to  receive  as  many  as 
his  school  would  accommodate),  seems  to  confirm  this  opinion. 

No  boy,  except  under  particular  circumstances,  is  permitted  to  stay  longer 
than  three  years  in  the  school,  and  there  are  always  many  applications  for  every 
vacancy.  The  age  of  admission  is  from  8 to  10.  Orphans  are  always  preferred. 
The  trustees  meet  yearly  at  Bolton  about  Whitsuntide,  when  the  accounts  are 
audited,  vacancies  filled  up,  and  all  the  business  of  the  charity  transacted.  The 
boys  attend  on  this  occasion  to  be  examined,  and  are  allowed  a dinner.  The 
trustees  also  dine  together,  and  the  expense,  (generally  31.  or  4/.,)  is  charged 
to  the  account  of  the  charity. 


The 
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The  Expenditure  for  the  Year  ending 

June  1827  was  as 

follows : 

Kearsley. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

High  Style  School, 

Schoolmaster  - 

- 

- 150 

— 

— 

continued. 

Clothing  - 

- 

- 40 

4 

8 

Stationery 

- 

4 

2 

1 

8 

Repairs  - 

- 

6 

— 

Rates  - 

" 

9 

13 

1 

Treasurer’s  salary  - 

- 

5 

- 

— 

Trustees  annual  meeting 

- 

3 

14 

— 

Sundries  - 

7 

£.  225 

16 

7 

The  expenditure  of  the  five  preceding  years  differed  but  little,  as  will  appear 
by  the  following  statement ; the  difference  in  the  first  and  fourth  of  those 
years  having  arisen  from  repairs. 

Year  ending  Expended.  Balance  left  in  hand. 


June  1822 

1823  - 

1824  - 

1825  - 

1826  - 
1827  - 


£.297  16  11  - 

223  7 2 - 

225  7 3 - 

257  4 3 - 

222  18  3 - 

225  16  - - 


- 225  14  8 

- 234  8 10 

- 269  18  8 

- 267  18  3 

- 263  13  10 

- 281  - 7 


In  June  1827  there  were  arrears  of  rents  due  to  the  amount  of  upwards 
of  70/. 

It  appears  to  us  that  the  state  of  this  charity  calls  upon  the  trustees  for  im- 
mediate and  active  interference.  The  funds  are  very  considerable,  and  appear 
fully  sufficient  to  render  much  more  extensive  benefit  to  the  neighbourhood. 
Although  in  the  administration  of  the  charity  the  practice  of  boarding  and 
clothing  the  children  has  prevailed  almost  from  its  foundation,  the  original  in- 
tention of  the  donor  seems  merely  to  have  been  to  provide  for  the  instruction 
of  the  poor  children  of  the  places  appointed  to  partake  of  his  bounty ; and  it 
therefore  appears  questionable  whether  the  trustees  are  warranted  in  continuing 
a system  whereby  the  benefit  of  the  charity  is  so  much  confined  as  it  is  at 
present. 

The  character  of  the  schoolmaster  also  requires  to  be  strictly  investigated 
by  the  trustees,  and  if  it  should  appear  to  be  such  as  has  been  represented  to 
us  he  ought  to  be  dismissed. 

We  feel  also  compelled  to  notice  in  this  case  the  large  sums  of  money  retained 
in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  a practice,  which,  however  respectable  the  parties 
may  be,  ought  never  to  be  permitted.  We  think  that  the  sums  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Colonel  Fletcher  and  Mr.  Crompton  ought  to  be  invested  on  some 
permanent  security,  and  that  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Fletcher,  as 
treasurer,  ought  to  be  disposed  of  in  a similar  manner,  and  that  until  such 
security  is  found  a bond  should  be  given  by  him,  as  well  for  200/.,  part  of  the 
balance  above  mentioned,  as  for  the  sum  of  500/. 


Greenalgh’s  Charity. 

Jonathan  Greenalgh  gave  20/.  to  the  township  of  Kearsley  to  build  a culvert,  Greenalgh’s 

on  condition  that  the  township  would  give  away  1 /.  a year  in  linen  cloth  to  the  Chanty, 

poor. 

This  sum  of  1 /.  is  paid  regularly  by  the  overseer,  and  given  away  in  linen 
cloth  at  Christmas,  yearly,  together  with  2/.  Os.  10 d.  from  Baguley’s  charity, 
hereafter  mentioned,  and  2/.  15  s.  from  Seddon’s  charity,  the  particulars  of 
which  have  been  already  stated. 

Cross’s  Charity. 

Anne  Cross,  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  7th  January  1814,  gave  to  Ellis  Cross’s  Charity. 
Fletcher  and  Nathaniel  Seijeant,  and  the  churchwarden  of  Dean  for  the 
time  being,  who  should  be  appointed  to  act  for  the  township  of  Kearsley, 

200/.  to  be  placed  out  at  interest  on  government  or  real  security  by  the 

I i 4 said 
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Kearsley.  said  Ellis  Fletcher  and  Nathaniel  Serjeant,  and  the  said  churchwarden,  or 

~ — e the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  his  executors  or  administrators,  and  the 

Hl§  coSfaed.  Proceeds  thereof  to  be  paid  on  the  28th  day  of  October,  yearly,  at  the  chapel 
^ . of  Ringley,  equally  amongst  ten  infirm  and  old  indigent  persons  legally  settled 

in  the  township  of  Kearsley,  whether  inhabitants  or  not,  as  the  said  Ellis 
Fletcher  and  Nathaniel  Serjeant,  and  the  said  churchwarden  for  the  time 
being,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  his  executors  or  administrators, 
should  in  their  discretion  conceive  to  be  fit  and  proper  objects  to  receive 
the  same.  And  she  directed  the  first  payment  to  be  made  on  the  second 
28th  day  of  October  after  her  decease ; and  she  declared  her  will  to  be  that 
within  three  months  after  the  death  or  incapacity  of  either  of  the  said  trustees, 
the  survivor  and  the  churchwarden  should  appoint  another,  and  that  the  like 
method  should  be  observed  from  time  to  time  on  every  future  vacancy,  except 
as  to  the  churchwarden,  who  was  always  to  be  officially  a trustee. 

The  produce  of  this  bequest,  180/.,  (20/.  being  deducted  for  legacy-duty,) 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  Ellis  Fletcher,  esquire,  one  of  the  trustees  who  pays 
interest  for  it  at  the  rate  of  3-per-cent,  amounting  to  51.  85.  per  annum. 
Mr.  Fletcher  pays  the  interest  to  the  churchwarden  of  Kearsley,  as  being 
acquainted  with  the  objects  of  charity  there,  and  he  divides  it  equally  between 
ten  poor  persons,  being  settled  inhabitants,  and  renders  an  account  to 
Mr.  Fletcher  of  the  names  of  the  persons  who  have  received  the  charity.  The 
distribution  does  not  take  place  at  Ringley  chapel,  as  directed,  but  the  money 
is  either  sent  to  the  houses  of  the  poor  persons,  or  they  call  upon  the  church- 
warden for  it. 

It  appears  to  us  that  this  legacy  ought  to  be  invested  immediately  on  some 
sufficient  security,  so  as  to  produce  a better  interest  than  it  does  at  present. 

Baguley’s  Charities. 

Baguley  s In  our  account  of  the  charities  for  the  hamlet  of  Outwood,  in  the  parish  of 

Charities.  Prestwich,  lG  Rep.,  p.  241,  will  be  found  the  particulars  of  the  charities  of 
William  Baguley,  in  respect  of  which  the  yearly  sum  of  2/.  0.9.  10 cl.,  part  of 
certain  chief-rents  issuing  out  of  premises  in  Manchester,  was  appropriated  in 
1728  by  the  executors  of  the  said  William  Baguley,  and  the  trustees  appointed 
under  the  directions  of  the  donor,  to  be  laid  out  in  buying  linen  cloth,  to  be 
distributed  at  Christmas  to  such  poor  persons  of,  or  -whose  settlements  should 
be  in,  Kearsley,  as  the  trustees  should  think  meet,  in  discharge  of  a legacy 
of  50/.,  given  by  the  testator  for  such  purpose. 

The  yearly  sum  of  2/.  Os.  10 cl.  is  distributed  with  Greenalgh’s  charity,  as 
before  mentioned. 

Ringley  School. 

Ringley  School.  In  the  same  Report,  p.  240,  will  be  found  the  particulars  of  the  Ringley 
School,  founded  by  Nathan  Walworth,  and  situate  in  the  hamlet  of  Outwood. 

To  this  school  all  the  children,  boys  and  girls,  of  poor  inhabitants  of  the 
township  of  Kearsley  and  other  places,  which  are  considered  as  forming  “ the 
precinct  of  the  chapelry  of  Ringley,”  are  admitted  free. 

The  master  of  this  school  also  receives  the  sum  of  1/.  12s.  8 d.,  part  of  the 
chief-rents  mentioned  under  the  preceding  head,  which  yearly  sum  was  appro- 
priated to  his  use  in  1728,  in  respect  of  a legacy  of  40/.  given  by  the  above- 
mentioned  William  Baguley,  who  directed  the  yearly  produce  thereof  to  be 
paid  to  the  master  of  Ringley  school  for  teaching  such  four  poor  children  of 
Kearsley,  and  four  poor  children  of  Outwood,  as  should  be  nominated  by 
the  preaching  minister  of  Ringley. 

Charities  of  Seddon  and  Rishton. 

Charities  of  Seddon  This  township  is  also  jointly  interested  with  the  township  of  Farnworth  in 
and  Rishton.  the  charities  of  John  Rishton  and  George  Seddon,  as  already  stated. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  RUMWORTH. 

Dean  Church  School,  and  Charities  of  Ralph  and  James  Crompton, 

for  the  Poor. 

Ralph  Crompton,  M.  D.,  by  bis  Will,  bearing  date  8th  July  1023,  gave  Rumworth. 

501.  to  the  poor  of  Rumworth,  so  that  the  said  501.  should  remain  lor  the  

poor:  And  he  gave  to  his  brother  James  Crompton  the  reversion  of  all  his  ^an<^1^rUiesh°of 
goods,  if  he  survived  his  wife ; but  if  he  happened  to  die  before  his  wife,  he  Raiph  ancj  James 
gave  the  reversion  of  all  his  goods  to  the  poor  of  Rumworth,  to  be  given  them  Crompton  for  the 
as  before  set  down.  Poor* 

By  a Decree  of  Commissioners  of  Charitable  Uses,  made  in  the  year  1653,  ' ^ ' 

under  a Commission  issued  out  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  the  County 
Palatine  of  Lancaster,  it  was  ordered,  that  Ralph  Worthington  should  pay  to 
John  Tyldesley,  and  others,  the  several  sums  thereafter  mentioned,  viz. : 501. 
given  by  the  Will  of  Ralph  Crompton,  late  of  Manchester,  bearing  date 
8th  July  1623,  to  the  poor  of  Rumworth,  and  136/.  6s.  5d.  given  to  the  said 
poor  by  the  same  will,  being  the  remainder  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Ralph 
Crompton,  after  the  payment  of  his  debts  and  legacies,  and  which  had  come 
to  the  hands  of  James  Crompton,  the  brother,  and  one  of  the  executors  of  the 
said  Ralph  Crompton : Also  100/.  given  by  the  will  of  the  said  James  Cromp- 
ton, bearing  date  3d  August  1636,  for  and  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
school  at  Dean  Church,  and  10/.  13s.  9d.,  a residue  given  by  the  said  will  to 
be  disposed  of  to  the  poor  of  Rumworth  and  other  adjacent  towns,  which 
several  sums,  together  with  100/.  for  the  interest  of  the  several  sums  of  50/.  and 
136/.  6s.  5d.  for  15  years  theretofore,  to  the  28th  December  1653,  and  51.  for 
the  interest  of  the  sum  of  10/.  13s.  9 d.  for  the  like  period,  and  40/.  for  the 
interest  of  50/.,  part  of  the  sum  of  100/.  given  for  the  maintenance  of  the  school, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  442/.  Os.  2 d.,  were  ordered  to  be  paid 
by  the  said  Ralph  Worthington,  to  the  intent  that  the  same  should  be  laid  out 
in  the  purchase  of  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  and  the  yearly  profits 
thereof  disposed  of  to  the  poor  of  Rumworth,  and  other  adjacent  towns,  and 
the  school  at  Dean  respectively,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  donors. 

By  a Decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster, 
made  16th  October  1660,  in  a suit  wherein  William  Hulton  and  others,  feoffees 
for  the  school  of  Dean  and  poor  of  Rumworth,  were  complainants,  and  Milli- 
cent  Worthington,  widow  and  executrix  of  the  said  Ralph  Worthington,  was 
defendant,  after  stating  the  purport  of  the  decree  of  the  commissioners  above 
mentioned,  and  that  the  said  decree  having  been  entered  and  about  to  be 
brought  before  the  court,  all  matters  in  difference  had  been  referred  by  the 
parties  to  John  Andrews  and  others,  who  by  their  award,  bearing  date  29th  June 
1659,  had  directed  that  the  said  defendant  should  pay,  for^the  uses  above 
mentioned,  the  sum  of  304/.  in  satisfaction  of  the  said  'legacies,  which 
sum  had  been  paid  accordingly,  except  36/.,  for  the  payment  of  which,  in  or 
about  the  month  of  April  then  next,  security  had  been  given  by  the  said 
Millicent  Worthington ; it  was  ordered  by  the  court  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  said  Ralph  Worthington  should  be  acquitted  of  all  sums  of  money 
due  from  them  ; and  after  stating  that  the  sum  of  4/  , part  of  the  sum  of 
304/.,  had  been  disposed  of  to  the  use  of  the  poor  and  school,  it  was  further 
ordered,  that  William  Hulton  and  tw'enty-three  others,  being  twenty-four  of  the 
plaintiffs  therein  named,  should  be  trustees  for  the  disposing  of  100/.,  part  of 
the  said  300/.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  schoolmaster  and  school  of  Dean  for 
the  time  being  ; and  that  John  Tyldesley  and  nine  others,  also  plaintiffs  in 
the  said  suit,  (three  of  whom  were  also  nominated  feoffees  for  the  school) 
should  be  trustees  for  the  disposing  of  the  remainder  of  the  said  sum  for 
the  use  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Rumworth  ; and  it  wras  further  ordered, 
that  Robert  Brown  and  Roger  Walmsley,  and  every  other  person  having  money 
belonging  to  the  said  school,  should  forthwith  pay  the  same  to  the  said  William 
Hulton  and  others,  and  that  the  same  feoffees  should  also  receive  the  annual 
rent  of  40$.  issuing  out  of  certain  lands  in  a place  called  Windle  Park,  in  the 
said  county,  which  was  payable  to  the  use  of  the  said  schoolmaster  and  school ; 
and  that  the  said  feoffees  should  lay  out  the  several  sums  above  mentioned  in 
the  purchase  of  lands,  tenements,  &c.  of  as  good  value  as  they  could,  and 
apply  the  profits  thereof  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  schoolmaster  and 
Rep.  19*  K k school 
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Rumwortl).  school  of  Dean  aforesaid ; and  that  the  said  John  Tyldesley  and  others  should 

dispose  of  the  said  monies  belonging  to  the  poor  before  mentioned,  to  the  best 

Derc,rc,;Sch°ol  a(jvantage,  and  employ  the  produce  thereof  towards  the  maintenance  of  poor 
Ralph  and'1  Tam°»  persons  inhabiting  within  Rumworth ; and  it  was  further  ordered  that  all  the 
Crompton  for  the  said  feoffees  should  on  every  Tuesday  in  Easter  week  meet  at  the  parish-church 
Poor,  0f  Dean,  and  there  give  an  account  to  the  parishioners  requiring  the  same  of 

continued.  ^heir  management  and  employment  of  the  said  money ; and  that  whenever 

there  should  be  only  six  feoffees  living  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  parishioners, 
at  their  general  meeting  at  the  church  of  Dean,  to  appoint  so  many  feoffees  to 
be  added  to  the  survivors,  as  they  should  think  fit. 

At  a court  held  for  the  Manor  of  Tottington,  14th  May  1661,  John  JVar- 
hurton , and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  207  surrendered  to  the 
use  of  John  Tyldesley  and  nine  others,  the  trustees  appointed  by  the  Court  of 
Chancery  for  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster  as  above  mentioned,  a messuage, 

barn,  and  two  cottages,  with  other  buildings,  and  the  several  closes  called  the 
Green  Lands,  the  Nearer  and  the  Farther  Meadow,  the  Rough  Close,  the  Marled 
Earth,  the  Milner  Meadow,  the  White  Hill,  and  the  Highmost  Close,  containing 
by  estimation  16  acres,  lately  parcel  of  the  common  called  Affetside. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  20th  October  1663,  reciting  the  decree  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  above  abstracted,  and  that  the  trustees  therein  named  had, 
with  the  sum  of  200/.,  and  some  interest  arising  therefrom,  purchased  the 
premises  above  described,  the  said  John  Tyldesley  and  others,  in  consideration 
that  the  custom  of  the  Manor  of  Tottington  would  not  admit  of  more  than 
two  trustees  in  any  one  surrender,  covenanted  with  Adam  Robinson  and  John 
Marsh,  parties  thereto,  of  the  second  part,  that  they  would  surrender  to  them 
the  said  premises,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  stand  seised  of  the  same  to  the 

use,  that  with  the  yearly  rents  thereof  they  should  succour,  relieve,  maintain, 
and  keep  the  poor,  impotent  and  needy  people  inhabiting  within  the  town  or 
hamlet  of  Rumworth,  in  such  manner  as  should  yearly  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  so  long  as  any  three  of  them  should 
be  living,  and  afterwards  by  the  greater  number  of  the  chief  inhabitants  lor 
the  time  being  ; and  in  the  said  indenture  are  contained  particular  directions  as 
to  the  granting  of  leases  and  delivering  up  the  accounts,  nearly  similar  in 
substance  to  those  contained  in  the  subsequent  surrenders,  and  also  particular 
directions  as  to  the  appointment  of  persons  to  whom  from  time  to  time  the 
premises  should  be  surrendered  upon  the  like  trusts. 

The  premises  above  mentioned  were  surrendered  20th  November  1663,  by 
the  said  John  Tyldesley  and  others,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Adam  Robinson  and 
John  Marsh,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  indenture  above  abstracted,  and 
they  were  accordingly  admitted  18th  October  1664. 

At  a court  held  15th  April  1695,  Thomas  Marsh,  son  and  heir  of  the  above- 
mentioned  John  Marsh,  surrendered  the  said  premises  to  the  use  of  Thomas 
Level1,  and  seven  others,  upon  trust,  that  the  said  Thomas  Lever  and  others, 
with  the  said  John  Marsh,  or  any  two  or  one  of  the  whole  number,  authorized 
by  the  residue  or  the  major  number  of  them,  should  yearly  receive  and  dispose 
of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises  for  the  succour,  relief,  and  main- 
tenance of  the  poor  of  Rumworth,  in  such  manner  and  by  such  shares  as  they 
should  think  most  fit,  needful  and  convenient,  for  the  support  of  the  said 
charitable  gift ; and  that  they  should  from  time  to  time  make  leases  of  the  said 
premises  by  surrender,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  said  manor  for  three 
lives,  or  21  years  in  possession,  and  not  for  fewer  years  or  lives,  at  the  full 
yearly  value  ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  whenever  the  trustees  should,  by 
death,  removal  or  otherwise,  be  disabled  so  as  to  be  reduced  to  the  number  of 
three,  two  or  one,  or  such  like  small  number  living,  the  survivors  should  sur- 
render to  six  or  more  others  of  the  chief  inhabitants  and  owners  of  lands  and 
tenements  in  Rumworth,  to  the  same  uses,  and  that  on  the  Monday  in  Easter 
week  every  year,  in  the  parish-church  of  Dean,  such  of  the  trustees  as  should 
have  acted  for  the  year  preceding  should  render  and  give  up  their  accounts  to 
the  residue  of  the  said  trustees,  and  such  other  of  the  chief  inhabitants  and 
land  owners  as  should  be  present  to  inspect  the  same. 

At  a court  held  10th  December  1823,  John  Yates,  William  Gerrard,  James 
Platt,  and  Roger  Horrocks,  the  then  four  surviving  feoffees  in  trust,  under  a 
surrender  made  12th  January  1778,  surrendered  the  copyhold  premises  above 
mentioned,  comprising  three  cottages,  with  the  messuage,  barn,  &e.,  and  the 

closes 
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closes  above  mentioned,  containing  by  estimation  10  acres,  to  the  use  of  them- 
selves, the  Rev.  Thomas  Brocklebank,  vicar  of  Dean,  James  Horrocks,  John 
Yates  the  younger,  Stephen  Heelis,  Adam  Gerrard,  James  Platt  the  younger, 
Joseph  Cooper,  James  Marsh  and  John  Lomax  the  younger,  upon  the  like 
trusts  as  declared  in  the  surrender  of  1695. 

These  trustees  were  appointed  at  a public  meeting. 

The  premises  above  described  were  purchased  with  the  share  of  the  charity 
applicable  to  the  poor  of  Farnworth.  The  following  surrenders  apply  to  land 
purchased  for  the  school  at  Dean,  which  seem  always  to  have  been  vested  in 
different  trustees.  We  have  not  been  able  to  discover  the  original  purchase- 
deed,  but  the  following  admissions  and  surrenders  all  relate  to  the  property  now 
belonging  to  the  school. 

At  a court  held  for  the  Manor  of  Tottington,  12th  October  1733,  William 
Leigh,  son  and  heir  of  William  Leigh,  deceased,  who  was  the  surviving  feoffee 
in  trust  of  the  premises  thereinafter  mentioned,  having  surrendered  on  13th 
October  1731,  two  messuages,  with  the  buildings  and  the  closes  thereto  belong- 
ing, lately  inclosed  from  the  common  on  Affetside,  containing  by  estimation 
13a.  3k.  30p.  of  the  yearly  rent  of  6 s.  10  id.  to  the  use  of  William  Worth- 
ington, Roger  Dewhurst,  and  17  others,  in  trust,  that  they  should  receive  the 
rents,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  school  standing  near  Dean 
Church,  and  after  his  decease,  or  departure,  to  such  person  as  should  be  chosen 
master  for  the  said  school  by  the  major  part  of  the  said  trustees,  the  said 
William  Worthington  and  others  were  admitted  accordingly. 

At  a court  held  18th  October  1786,  Roger  Dewhurst 
admitted  to  the  same  premises  upon  the  surrender  of 
Dewhurst,  the  surviving  trustee  named  in  the  last  surrender. 

At  a court  held  28th  October  1819,  Joseph  Yates,  Henry  Hulton,  William 
Green,  Charles  Robert  Blundell,  Christopher  Whitehead,  and  Peter  Ilas- 
ffotham,  the  then  surviving  feoffees,  and  also  upon  their  surrender,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Brocklebank,  William  Hulton,  Le  Gendre  Starkey,  Richard  Ainsworth, 
Peter  Ainsworth,  James  Kearsley,  Joseph  Ridgway,  Thomas  Ridgway,  Thomas 
llidgway  Bridson,  Benjamin  Rawson,  Benjamin  Rawson  the  younger,  John 
Sharpies,  Thomas  Heelis,  Matthew  Corr  Dawes,  Peter  Seddon,  Robert  Latham, 
John  Livesay,  and  Richard  Woodward,  were  admitted  to  the  same  premises 
upon  the  like  trusts.  The  greater  part  of  these  trustees  are  still  living. 

The  preceding  statement  is  taken  from  an  abstract  of  title,  the  original 
as  it  is  supposed,  in  the  possession  of  the  vicar  of  Dean, 
of  our  inquiry  was  absent  from  home  on  account  of  iff 


and 

the 


being, 


documents 
who  at  the  time 
health. 

Dean  Church  School. — This  school  is  situate  close  to  Dean  Church,  which  is 
in  the  township  of  Rum  worth,  and  was  rebuilt  by  subscription  in  the  year  1820, 
at  an  expense  of  about  750/.  There  is  no  residence  for  the  master. 

The  principal  endowment  consists  of  the  premises  in  Tottington,  in  the 
parish  of  Bury,  described  in  the  admission  of  14th  October  1733,  above  ab- 
stracted, and  which  are  now  divided  into  two  small  farms,  and  occupied  by 
two  tenants. 

One  farm,  consisting  of  a house  with  outbuildings,  and  about  seven  acres  of 
land,  is  let  to  Thomas  Barlow,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  14/.  10.?.,  which 
is  rather  a low  rent.  The  buildings  are  in  tolerable  repair.  The  tenant  has 
lately  built  a barn  on  the  premises. 

The  other  farm,  consisting  of  a house  with  outbuildings,  and  about  six  acres 
of  land,  is  let  to  Samuel  Hamer,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  17/-  10.?. 
These  buildings  are  in  good  repair,  and  this  tenant  also  has  built  a barn  on  the 
land. 

The  trustees  let  the  premises,  but  for  some  years  they  have  permitted  the 
schoolmaster  to  receive  the  rents  himself. 

There  is  also  belonging  to  this  school  an  annual  rent  of  406'.  ordered  by  the 
decree  of  16th  October  1660,  before  noticed,  to  be  paid  to  the  school- trustees, 
out  of  certain  lands  in  a place  called  Windie  Park,  in  the  county  oi  Lancaster, 
and  payable  to  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster  and  school.  We  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  any  other  account  of  the  origin  of  this  payment.  It  is  paid 
regularly  to  the  master  by  Mr.  Thomas  Alty,  of  Bickerstaffe,  near  Ormskirk. 

This  school  received  an  additional  benefit  from  Thomas  Nutt  all,  of  Rum- 
worth,  who  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  30th  March  1813,  gave  and  devised  unto 
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Rumworth.  the  Rev.  John  Brocklebank,  vicar  of  the  parish-church  of  Bolton-le-Moors, 

and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Heys,  curate  of  West  Houghton  chapel,  in  the  parish  of 

anT" ^haHties }i°of  ^ean’  an(I  their  heirs,  for  ever,  two  chief  rents  of  21.  2s.,  and  15  s.  issuing  out 
Ralph  and  James  °f  two  several  plots  of  land  situate  in  Halliwell,  by  the  testator  some  time 
Crompton  for  the  since  leased  to  William  Thornley  and  John  Pendlebury,  together  with  the 
Poor,  reversion  and  inheritance  of  the  said  plots  of  land  (subject  to  the  leases 

continued.  ^ by  him  granted  thereof,)  “ upon  trust,  that  they  the  said  John  Brocklebank 
^ and  Thomas  Heys,  and  their  successors,  vicars  of  Bolton-le-Moors,  and 

curates  of  West  Houghton  chapel  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  for  ever, 
should  apply  one  third  part  of  the  said  two  rents  to  the  vicar  of  the  parish- 
church  of  Dean,  and  to  his  successors  vicars  of  the  said  parish-church,  or 
to  the  incumbent  thereof  for  the  time  being,  yearly,  for  ever,  upon  con- 
dition that  he  and  they  should  upon  the  first  Sunday  after  the  24th  day  of 
June  yearly,  preach  in  the  parish-church  of  Dean  a charity  sermon;  and 
he  desired  that  the  collections  and  benefactions  to  be  made  and  given  on 


those  occasions  should  be  applied  towards  supporting  a Sunday-school  at  Dean 
Church,  or  elsewhere  in  Rumworth  ; but  in  case  no  such  charity  sermon  should 
be  preached  as  before  mentioned,  or  such  collections  or  charitable  benefactions 
should  not  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  such  Sunday-school  as  aforesaid,  then 
he  willed  that  the  payment  of  the  said  third  part  of  the  said  rents  should  be 
no  longer  made  to  such  vicar  or  incumbent,  but  should  be  applied  yearly  by 
the  churchwardens  of  the  parish-church  of  Dean,  residing  in  and  chosen  out  of 
Farnworth,  Rumworth,  or  Ivearsley,  in  the  said  parish,  for  the  time  being, 
towards  the  buying  of  religious  and  godly  books,  to  be  by  them  distributed 
amongst  the  school-children  at  Dean  Church  School  in  Rumworth  aforesaid,  or 
to  the  poor  people  of  the  parish  of  Dean  aforesaid,  as  they  should  think  fit,  so 
far  as  the  same  third  part  of  the  said  rents  would  extend  ; and  the  other,  or 
remaining  two  third-parts  of  the  said  rents,  in  purchasing  religious  and  godly 
books  for  the  use  of  Dean  Church  Sunday-school,  or  such  other  use  as  they 
might  think  proper,  as  long  as  the  said  school  should  be  continued ; and  upon 
further  trust,  to  apply  the  said  two  parts  of  the  said  rents  at  such  time  as  the 
school  should  not  be  kept  on  foot,  unto  and  for  the  use  of  the  friendly  society 
then  held,  or  hereafter  to  be  held  at  Dean  Church  aforesaid,  to  be  added  to 
the  funds  of  the  said  society,  and  applied  therewith.” 

None  of  the  documents  which  we  have  seen  relating  to  the  school  furnish 
any  information  as  to  the  extent  of  the  freedom  of  the  school.  The  practice, 
however,  as  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  has  been  to  admit  aft  the  children  of  the 
township  of  Rumworth,  each  child  paying  Is.  at  Christmas,  Is.  at  Shrovetide, 
and  6d.  at  Michaelmas.  For  instruction  in  reading  only  no  further  charge  is 
made,  but  if  they  learn  writing,  or  writing  and  accounts,  they  pay  3d.  a week. 
The  other  scholars  pay  2\d.  for  reading,  and  4 d.  for  reading,  writing  and 
accounts. 

There  are  upon  an  average  about  50  children  of  Rumworth  in  the  school, 
and  between  30  and  40  pay-scholars. 

For  the  Poor. — The  trust-property  belonging  to  this  branch  of  Ralph  and 
James  Crompton’s  Charities  consists  of  the  copyhold  premises  in  Tottington, 
described  in  the  admission  of  14th  May  1661,  comprising  a farm-house,  with  a 
barn,  outbuildings,  two  cottages,  and  about  16  acres  of  land,  eight  yards  to  the 
perch,  let  to  John  Holt,  for  a term  of  20  years  from  Lady-day  1808,  at  the 
clear  yearly  rent  of  38/.,  with  a covenant  on  the  part  of  the  lessee  to  erect  two 
bays  of  building  of  stone  for  two  houses,  and  to  make  other  improvements. 
The  buildings  are  in  good  condition. 

The  trustees  meet  at  the  school-room  in  Rumworth,  in  May  and  December, 
soon  after  the  half-year’s  rent  is  received,  and  the  amount  is  then  distributed 
amongst  such  of  the  poor  as  are  thought  most  in  need,  and  do  not  receive  parish- 
relief,  in  sums  varying  in  general  from  about  10s.  to  20s.  £.2.  has  been  given 

in  two  or  three  instances. 

The  accounts  are  exhibited  yearly  at  the  public  Easter  meeting,  and 
inspected  by  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  think  lit  to  look  at  them. 


Lathwaite’s  Dole. 

Lath waite’s  Dole.  In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786  it  is  stated  that  John  Lathwaite, 

in  1728,  left  10/.  to  the  poor  of  Rumworth  for  bread,  which  was  laid  out  in 
land. 

It 


L 
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It  is  understood  that  this  sum  of  10/.  was  laid  out  in  some  repairs  on  the 
land  purchased  with  Crompton’s  Charities,  and  10s.  yearly  of  the  rents  of  that 
property  was  given  away  yearly  in  bread  to  the  poor  on  Saint  Thomas’s-day, 
by  the  name  of  Lath  waite’s  Dole.  The  dole  was  afterwards  increased  to  20s. 

no  autho- 
should  be 


by 

Since  1824  no  bread  has  been  given  away,  as  the  trustees  found 
rity  for  the  payment,  and  thought  it  better  that  the  whole  rents 
distributed  as  before  mentioned. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  WEST  HOUGHTON. 

School. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  12th  September  1742,  between  Richard  Garnett , West  Houghton. 

Ralph  Layland,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Harvey,  curate  of  West  Houghton,  of  

the  first  part;  the  Rev.  James  Rothwell,  vicar  of  Dean,  and  12  others,  thereby 
appointed,  with  the  said  Robert  Harvey,  trustees  for  West  Houghton  school,  of 
the  other  part,  reciting  that  a school  had  been  lately  erected  by  the  charitable 
donations  of  the  inhabitants  of  West  Houghton  upon  or  adjoining  to  the 
chapel-yard,  for  the  teaching  and  instructing  of  the  youth  of  West  Houghton  ; 
and  that  for  the  better  enabling  and  encouraging  a good  and  sufficient  master  to 
teach  at  the  said  school,  the  said  Richard  Garnett  had  advanced  and  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  said  trustees  the  sum  of  51.,  the  said  Ralph  Layland,  50/.,  and 
the  said  Robert  Harvey,  10/. ; it  was  agreed  between  the  said  parties  that  the 
said  trustees  should  place  out  the  said  sums  upon  good  and  sufficient  security 
in  the  names  of  any  two  or  more  of  them,  and  should  pay  the  yearly  produce 
to  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster  who  should  teach  and  instruct  children  in  the 
said  school ; that  the  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them  for  the  time  being, 
should  have  power  to  elect  a sufficient  master  for  the  said  school,  and  at  their  dis- 
cretion to  displace  him  as  they  should  see  occasion  ; and  that  whenever  the  said 
trustees  should  be  reduced  by  death  to  the  number  of  six,  or  oftener,  they 
should  nominate  others  to  make  up  the  number  of  fourteen,  of  whom  the  vicar 
of  Dean  and  the  curate  of  West  Houghton  should  always  be  two.  And  it  was 
provided,  that  in  case  the  said  vicar  or  curate  for  the  time  being,  should  at  any 
time  disturb  the  master  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  said  school,  or  claim  the  same, 
or  any  separate  right  exclusive  of  the  rest  of  the  said  trustees,  it  should  be 
lawful  for  the  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  apply  the  interest  of  the 
sums  above  mentioned  to  any  other  charitable  uses. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Harvey,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  26th  January  17-54,  gave 
his  personal  estate  to  his  wife  for  life;  and  after  her  death  he  gave  100/.  to 
be  divided  amongst  his  relations,  and  100/.  amongst  her  relations,  in  such 
manner  as  she  should  by  her  will  direct;  and  as  to  the  residue  that  should  be 
left  at  her  decease,  he  declared  his  will  to  be,  that  she  by  her  will  should  dispose 
of  the  same,  to  be  employed  in  some  public  use  in  West  Houghton. 

And  by  a codicil  to  his  will,  bearing  date  14th  March  1755,  reciting  that  he 
was  possessed  of  a small  parcel  of  land  called  Richard  Wright’s  Orchard,  he 
gave  the  same  to  his  wife  Mary,  and  her  heirs  for  ever. 

By  Indenture  of  Feoffment,  bearing  date  1st  May  17-56,  between  Mary 
Harvey,  widow  and  devisee  of  Robert  Harvey,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Rev. 

Richard  Rothwell,  the  Rev.  John  Chisenhall,  and  William  Curghey,  of  the  other 
part,  the  said  Mary  Harvey,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  given  to  her  by  the 
will  of  her  late  husband,  conveyed  to  the  said  Richard  Rothwell  and  others,  and 
their  heirs,  a parcel  of  land  lying  on  the  south-east  side  of  a barn  in  West 
Houghton,  called  Tithe  Barn,  containing  20  perches,  commonly  called  the 
Orchard,  or  Garden ; and  she  also  bargained  and  sold  to  the  same  parties  and 
their  heirs  two  seats  or  pews  in  the  gallery  on  the  south-side  of  West  Houghton 
chapel,  in  the  farthest  arch  and  at  the  east  end  of  the  chapel,  being  the  highest 
pew  and  the  next  to  it  in  the  said  arch,  together  with  the  use  of  the  staircase 
to  the  said  gallery,  to  hold  the  said  land  and  pews  upon  trust,  to  receive  the 
rents,  and  alter  her  death  to  pay  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  a schoolmaster, 
who  should  teach  at  the  school  which  was  built  at  West  Houghton  by  the  said 
Robert  Harvey,  and  who  should  teach  such  children  as  should  be  appointed  by 
the  minister  or  curate  of  West  Houghton  for  the  time  being  ; and  in  case 
there  should  be  no  schoolmaster,  or  he  should  refuse  to  teach  such  poor  child- 
ren, then  to  apply  the  profits  towards  putting  out  apprentice  such  children  in 
West  Houghton  whose  parents  should  have  no  weekly  relief,  as  should  be  nomi- 
Rep.  19,  K k 3 nated 
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West  Houghton,  nated  by  the  minister  or  curate  ; such  children  to  be  bound  out  in  the  name 

of  the  overseers  of  West  Houghton,  with  the  approbation  of  the  minister,  and 

Sc!U)ol\  to  have  so  much  money  paid  with  them  as  the  said  minister  should  think 
j proper. 

The  said  Mary  Harvey,  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  7th  June  1767,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  powers  given  to  her  by  the  Will  of  her  late  husband,  gave  the 
residue  of  her  said  husband’s  goods  and  effects,  which  should  be  left  at  her 
decease  to  the  above-mentioned  Richard  Rothwell,  and  John  Chisenlnill,  subject 
to  the  payment  of  her  debts  and  funeral  expenses,  in  trust,  to  place  the  same 
out  on  such  security  as  they  should  think  fit,  or  lay  out  the  same  in  the  pur- 
chase of  lands,  and  to  apply  the  yearly  produce  thereof  for  the  wages  or  salary 
of  a schoolmaster,  who  should  from  time  to  time  teach  at  the  school  by  her  late 
husband  caused  to  be  erected  in  West  Houghton,  and  who  should  there  teach 
to  read  so  many  poor  children  belonging  to  West  Houghton  as  the  said  pro- 
duce would  pay  for,  at  the  rate  of  65.  8d.  a year  for  each  child,  such  children 
to  be  nominated  by  the  minister  or  curate  of  West  Houghton  for  the  time 
being  ; and  she  directed  that,  in  case  there  should  be  no  such  schoolmaster, 
or  he  should  neglect  to  teach  such  poor  children  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said 
trustees,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  or  his  heirs,  the  same  should  be  applied  in 
placing  out  apprentices  in  such  manner  as  was  directed  by  the  deed  of  175G. 

It  appears  from  the  book  containing  the  accounts  of  this  charity  that  the 
following  securities  were  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  curate  of  West  Houghton, 
arising  from  the  bequest  of  the  said  Mary  Harvey,  viz.  three  bonds  for  the 
several  sums  of  100/.,  30/.  and  GO/.,  making  in  the  whole  190/.  We  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  that  any  addition  in  money  was  made  to  this  amount, 
although  in  the  deed  next  following  Mrs.  Harvey’s  gifts  and  bequests  are 
stated  to  be  of  the  value  of  £10 /.  It  is  probable  that  the  value  of  the  croft 
and  pews  are  included  in  this  valuation. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  3d  October  1814,  between  the  Rev.  Robert 
Latham,  vicar  of  Dean,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Heyes,  curate  of  West  Houghton, 
James  Rothwell,  esq.  and  four  others,  of  the  first  part,  described  as  the  surviv- 
ing trustees  of  the  school  of  West  Houghton,  and  Gerard  Pendlebury,  and 
seven  others,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  several  gifts  above  mentioned,  and 
also,  amongst  others,  the  gift  of  John  Tonge,  51.,  the  bequest  of  James  Miller , 
10/.,  and  the  gift  of  Thomas  Farmvorth,  51.  5 s.-,  and  reciting,  that  the  said 
George  Pendlebury  and  others,  parties  of  the  second  part,  had  been  appointed 
new  trustees  of  the  said  school  by  the  seven  survivors  above  named,  it  was 
declared  and  agreed  between  the  said  parties,  that  the  several  sums  therein 
mentioned,  amounting  to  29 51.,  Mrs.  Harvey’s  gift  and  bequest  being  therein 
stated  to  be  of  the  value  of  210/.,  were  given  upon  trust,  that  the  parties  thereto 
should  place  the  same  out,  and  apply  the  interest  to  the  use  of  a schoolmaster, 
who  should  teach  young  persons  and  children  in  the  said  school  ; and  that 
they  should  have  the  like  powers  as  to  appointing  and  removing  a schoolmaster, 
and  as  to  the  appointment  of  new  trustees  as  was  provided  for  by  the  deed  of 
12th  September  1742. 

The  present  trustees  of  the  school  are  William  Hulton,  esq.  Edward  Bootle 
Wilbraham,  esq.,  and  John  Johnson,  esq.  Some  of  the  trustees  named  in  the 
deed  of  1814  having  died,  and  others  having  resigned,  the  following  persons 
have  since  been  appointed  to  fill  up  the  vacancies,  viz.  Thomas  France,  Mat- 
thew Carr  Dawes,  the  Rev.  William  Thistlethwaite,  the  Rev.  Hugh  Evans, 
James  Grundy,  and  James  Silcock,  and  a memorandum  of  each  appointment 
is  entered  in  the  charity-book. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  charity  consists  of, 

1.  A school  and  dwelling-house,  and  a very  small  garden. 

These  are  the  premises  which  were  originally  appropriated  to  the  use  of  this 
charity  ; but  the  school  was  enlarged  about  the  year  1784,  by  subscription. 
They  are  in  the  occupation  of  the  schoolmaster,  and  the  buildings  are  repaired 
by  him. 

• 2.  The  croft  or  garden  on  the  north  side  of  the  parsonage,  given  by 
Mrs.  Harvey,  containing  about  20  perches,  at  8 yards  to  the  perch,  upon  which 
three  cottages  have  been  lately  erected  as  hereafter  mentioned.  These  cot- 
tages, with  a garden  annexed  to  each,  are  let  to  three  several  yearly  tenants  at 
good  rents,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  13/.  10$.  per  annum. 
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3.  Two  small  pews  in  the  gallery  of  the  chapel  of  West  Houghton,  in  the 
possession  of  the  schoolmaster. 

Of  the  sum  of  27 51.  5s.,  which  according  to  the  accounts  is  all  the  money 
that  belonged  to  the  school,  the  sum  of  30/.  lent  on  bond  dated  in  1752, 
by  Mr.  Harvey  himself,  was  lost  by  the  insolvency  of  the  parties.  The  sum  of 
100/.  is  supposed  to  have  been  laid  out  many  years  ago  by  the  township  in 
building  a house  that  was  lately  used  as  a workhouse,  and  the  residue,  145/. 
which  was  in  a bank  at  Wigan,  bearing  interest  at  3\  per  cent,  was  laid  out  in 
1825,  towards  the  expense  of  building  the  three  cottages  above  mentioned. 

The  erecting  of  the  cottages  was  left  entirely  to  the  management  of  Mr. 
France,  one  of  the  trustees,  who  with  three  others  formed  a committee  for  that 
purpose.  The  expenses  amounted  to  247/.  135.,  towards  which  Mr.  France 
received  the  said  sum  of  145/.,  and  18/.  85.  for  timber  sold,  leaving  a balance  of 
93/.  155.  owing  to  him.  At  a meeting  of  the  trustees  in  December  1825  it  was 
resolved  that  five  per  cent,  should  be  paid  to  Mr.  France  on  his  debt,  out  of 
the  rents  of  the  said  cottages,  and  that  the  sum  of  6/.  6s.  should  for  the 
present  be  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  ; but  this  order  has  not  been  acted  upon. 
In  1826  the  master  received  the  rents  of  the  cottages,  but  it  was  not  determined 
at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  what  portion  he  was  to  retain,  and  what  was  to  be  paid 
to  Mr.  France. 

The  interest  upon  the  sum  of  100/.  laid  out  by  the  township  upon  the  work- 
house  was  not  paid  for  several  years,  viz.  from  1809  to  1818,  and  the  subject 
was  taken  into  consideration  by  the  trustees,  and  several  resolutions  passed  that 
the  money  should  be  called  in  and  invested  in  the  funds.  Neither  the  principal 
sum  nor  the  arrears  of  interest  were  paid;  but  4/.  105.  has  been  paid  yearly 
to  the  master  out  of  the  poor-rates  from  the  year  1818. 

The  present  master  was  appointed  by  the  trustees  in  January  1823.  He 
instructs  thirteen  children  of  the  township  of  West  Houghton  in  reading 
without  any  charge,  appointed  by  the  resident  curate.  For  writing  and 
accounts  the  master  makes  his  own  terms.  He  has  altogether  from  80  to  100 
scholars  in  the  school. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  statement  that  the  affairs  of  this  school  require 
the  active  interference  of  the  trustees  to  ascertain  what  payment  the  school- 
master shall  receive,  and  what  means  can  best  be  adopted  for  defraying  the 
expense  incurred  by  the  building  of  the  cottages,  which  has  much  exceeded 
the  original  calculation. 

If  the  arrears  of  interest  which  accrued  from  1809  to  1818  were  paid  imme- 
diately by  the  township,  the  trustees  would  be  thereby  enabled  to  discharge 
a considerable  part  of  the  debt  due  to  Mr.  France. 

Thomas  Farmvorth,  of  West  Houghton,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  9th  Janu- 
ary 1780,  gave  to  the  trustees  of  West  Houghton  school  the  sum  of  13/.  to 
be  placed  out  by  them,  and  the  yearly  interest  thereof  paid  to  the  master  of  the 
said  school,  for  the  teaching  such  child  or  children,  as  his  said  executors,  or 
the  survivor  of  them,  or  the  heirs  of  such  survivor,  should  from  time  to  time 
nominate  and  appoint. 

We  cannot  obtain  any  further  account  of  this  bequest. 

Wingates  School. 

Peter  Silcock,  of  West  Houghton,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  20th  January  1818, 
gave  to  hisexecutors  John  Pendlebury,  Christopher  Hartley,  andThomas  Silcock, 
50/.  upon  trust,  to  place  out  the  same  on  real  or  government  security,  and  to 
pay  the  interest  to  the  master  of  the  school  in  West  Houghton,  called  Win- 
gates School,  on  condition  that  such  master  should  teach  five  children,  inha- 
bitants of  West  Houghton,  to  read  English,  to  be  nominated  by  his  executors, 
or  the  survivor  of  them,  or  the  executors  or  administrators  of  such  survivor. 

Wingates  School  was  built  30  or  40  years  ago,  principally  by  subscription, 
and  Peter  Silcock  advanced  50/.,  for  which  sum  he  took  a mortgage  of  the 
premises,  and  the  schoolmaster  used  to  pay  rent  to  the  trustees,  out  of  which 
they  paid  Mr.  Silcock  his  interest.  His  legacy  is  considered  as  having  been 
applied  by  the  executors  in  discharge  of  the  mortgage  of  50/.,  and  the  master 
now  has  the  premises  rent-free.  They  consist  of  a school  and  dwelling-house, 
with  a small  garden. 

Five  children  of  West  Houghton  are  taught  free  in  respect  of  this  legacy, 
but  if  they  learn  to  write,  they  pay  half  what  the  other  children  pay  for  reading 
and  writing.  There  are  about  45  children  altogether  in  the  school. 
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West  Houghton. 

Charities  of 
Ryecrot  and  France. 
J 


Charities  of  Ryecrot  and  France. 

In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  it  is  stated  that  Ann  Ryecrot 
and  France  gave  7 5/.  1 5 s.  for  cloth  to  the  poor  of  West  Houghton 

not  receiving  parish  relief,  which  money  was  then  vested  in  the  overseers,  and 
produced  31.  1 5 s.  9 d.  yearly. 

The  yearly  sum  of  3/.  is  paid  out  of  the  poors  rate  by  the  overseers,  and  laid 
out  in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  which  is  given  on  Christmas-day,  in  pieces  of 
3 I yards  to  poor  persons  of  the  township  who  do  not  receive  regular  relief. 

The  same  sum  has  been  given  away  for  many  years  in  the  same  manner. 


PARISH  OF  MIDDLETON. 

Grammar  School. 

Middleton  There  is  a grammar-school  in  this  parish,  of  which  the  principal  and  fellows 

’ of  Brazenose  College,  Oxford,  arc  trustees,  and  therefore  it  does  not  fall  within 

Grammar  School,  the  scope  of  our  Inquiry. 

Guest’s  Charity. 

Guest’s  Charity.  A particular  statement  of  this  charity  has  been  already  given  in  our  account 
of  the  charities  for  the  parish  of  Bury  in  a preceding  part  of  this  Report. 

We  have  there  observed,  that  we  do  not  find  that  the  sum  of  500/.  was  ever 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  land,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament, and  it  appears  that  several  of  the  parishes  interested  received  their 
proportions  of  the  500/.  in  money. 

The  shares  of  the  two  parishes  of  Middleton  and  Radcliffe  were  paid  to  them 
separately  in  the  year  I67O,  and  invested  in  the  purchase  of  land. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  8th  and  12th  March  I67O, 
(as  recited  in  the  indentures  next  following,)  between  Robert  Hey  wood  and  Mary 
his  wife,  described  as  co-heirs  of  John,  the  heir  of  Ellis  Haslam,  of  the  one  part, 
and  Sir  Ralph  Ashton,  and  10  others,  of  the  other  part,  reciting,  that  by  an  Act  of 
Parliament  passed  in  the  15th  Charles  2,  intitled  an  Act  for  settling  the  charitable 
gift  of  John  Guest , the  sum  of  500/.  was  appointed  to  be  paid  by  John  Smethurst 
for  the  purchase  of  lands  and  tenements  on  behalf  of  the  poor  of  the  several 
parishes  of  Winwick,  Leigh,  Wigan,  Dean,  Bolton,  Bury,  Middleton,  and  Rad- 
cliffe,  and  reciting  that  two  proportionable  parts  of  the  said  sum,  the  charges  of 
obtaining  the  said  Act  being  deducted,  having  been  paid  into  the  hands  of 
trustees  therein  named  for  the  use  of  the  poor  within  the  said  parishes  of  Mid- 
dleton and  Radcliffe,  it  had  been  agreed  that  the  same,  amounting,  with  some 
contributions  raised  for  that  purpose  to  140/.,  should  be  laid  out  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  lands  thereinafter  mentioned;  the  said  Robert  Hey  wood  and  Mary 
his  wife,  in  consideration  of  the  said  sum  of  140 /.  conveyed  to  the  said  Sir 
Ralph  Ashton  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a messuage  and  tenement, 
with  the  appurtenances,  in  Buerdsell,  Buerdsell  Moor,  and  Castleton,  and  the 
closes  thereto  belonging,  viz.  the  Long  Meadow,  the  Three-nooked  Meadow, 
the  Meadow  at  the  back  of  the  House,  and  the  Nearer,  the  Farther,  and  the 
Lowmost  Shaws,  formerly  the  inheritance  of  Ellis  Haslam,  upon  trust,  as  to  one 
moiety  thereof,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  within  the  parish  of  Middleton,  the  rents 
thereof  to  be  laid  out  by  the  minister  of  the  parish-church  of  Middleton, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  said  parish,  for 
the  buying  linen  cloth  yearly  for  the  use  of  the  said  poor  people,  and  the  over- 
plus, if  any,  for  the  benefit  of  such  of  the  said  poor  as  they  should  think  most 
needful;  and  as  to  the  other  moiety,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Rad- 
cliffe, to  be  laid  out  by  the  minister,  churchwardens,  and  overseers  thereof,  in 
like  manner. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  10th  March  1767,  from  which  the  above  abstract 
is  taken,  between  Robert  Colling,  of  Middleton,  and  Richard  Allen,  late  of 
Radcliffe,  of  the  one  part,  and  Harbord  Harbord,  Mary  Hopwood,  the  Reverend 
Richard  Ashton,  rector  of  Middleton,  George  Scholes,  and  James  Colling,  all 
of  the  parish  of  Middleton,  and  Richard  Allen,  William  Hampson,  Richard 
Hampson,  and  John  Mather,  of  the  parish  of  Radcliffe,  of  the  other  part, 
reciting  the  indentures  of  lease  and  release  above  abstracted,  and  further 
reciting  a conveyance  to  new  trustees,  by  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release, 
bearing  date  10th  and  11th  January  1742,  whereof  the  said  Robert  Colling 
and  Richard  Allen  were  the  survivors,  the  said  Robert  Colling  and  Richard 
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Allen  conveyed  the  above-mentioned  premises  to  the  said  Harbord  Harbord,  Middleton, 
and  others,  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  said  inden-  ; — — 
tures  of  I67O ; and  it  was  provided,  that  whenever  there  should  be  three, 

two,  or  one  trustee  only  living,  the  survivors  or  survivor,  should  at  the  \ ^ j 

request  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  either  of  the  said  parishes  convey 
to  such  and  so  many  other  good  and  sufficient  inhabitants  of  both  the  said  parishes 
as  should  make  up  the  full  number  of  11,  whereof  the  heirs  and  owners  of  the 
manors  or  mansion-houses  of  Middleton,  Radcliffe,  and  Hopwood,  should  always 
be  three. 

It  is  stated  to  us  that  new  trustees  have  since  been  appointed,  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  deed  was  executed.  The  only  persons  acting  as  trustees 
are  the  Reverend  James  Archer,  curate  of  Middleton,  and  the  Reverend  Thomas 
Foxley,  rector  of  Radcliffe. 

The  premises  belonging  to  this  charity  consist  of  a dwelling-house,  with  a 
barn  and  outhouses,  and  about  six  acres  of  land,  eight  yards  to  the  perch,  let 
to  James  Wilde,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  18/.  a year.  It  is  stated  that  a larger  rent 
might  possibly  be  obtained.  The  buildings  are  not  in  very  good  repair.  The 
rent  is  divided  equally  between  the  two  parishes  of  Middleton  and  Radcliffe, 
deducting  only  such  sums  as  may  be  paid  from  time  to  time  for  repairs. 

The  Middleton  portion,  9/.,  is  divided  amongst  the  different  townships  of  the 
parish,  in  the  following  manner,  being  in  the  same  proportion  that  each  town- 
ship pays  to  the  church-rate. 

£.  s.  d. 

1 7 8f 

1 9 9 i 

1 9 3J 

1 3 6 1 

1 - n 

1 1 21 

- 15  -l 

- 13  -i 


Middleton  - 
Thornham  - 
Hopwood 
Pilsworth 
Bircle 

Ainsworth  - 
Ashworth 
Great  Lever 


The  whole  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  which  is  delivered  by 
the  Rev.  James  Archer,  who  has  the  chief  management,  to  the  several  church- 
wardens of  the  townships  for  distribution,  within  their  respective  limits. 


Stock’s  Charity. 

By  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale,  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  bear-  Stock’s  Charity, 
ing  date  19th  August  1692,  between  John  Stock,  of  the  first  part,  James  Hilton, 
and  eleven  others,  of  whom  three  were  of  Thornham,  three  of  Hopwood,  three 
of  Middleton,  and  three  of  Pilsworth  hamlets,  within  the  parish  of  Middleton, 
of  the  other  part ; the  said  John  Stock  bargained  and  sold  to  the  said  James 
Hilton  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a fee-farm  rent,  or  tenth,  of  81.  7 s.  3d. 
issuing  out  of  the  manor  of  Owston,  in  the  county  of  Northampton  ; an 
annual  pension  of  61.  13  s.  4 d .,  issuing  out  of  and  for  the  church  of  St.  Peter 
in  the  town  of  Northampton  ; an  annual  pension  of  2/.  13s.  4 d.  issuing  out 
of  the  Rectory  of  Passenham,  in  the  said  county;  a fee-farm  rent  of  10/., 
issuing  out  of  and  for  the  Ptectory  Church  and  Chapel  of  Saint  Lawrence,  in 
Northampton  ; a fee-farm  rent  of  2/.  issuing  out  of  and  for  the  church  of  Eas- 
ton, in  the  said  county,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  from  time  to  time,  for  ever, 
dispose  of  15/.  12s.  per  annum,  part  of  the  said  annual  sums  above  mentioned 
for  the  buying  6s.  worth  of  bread  weekly,  and  should  distribute  the  same 
amongst  12  such  poor  persons,  men  or  women,  as  should  be  of  sober  life  and  con- 
versation, and  should  usually  attend  the  prayers  of  the  church,  and  should  not 
receive  parish  relief,  equally,  at  the  parish-church  of  Middleton,  every  Sunday 
immediately  after  morning  service  ; and  should  dispose  of  the  residue  thereof, 
except  10s.  per  annum,  and  except  taxes  and  other  charges  incident  to  the 
collecting  and  receiving  the  same,  for  the  clothing  and  putting  forth  to  appren- 
tice to  good  and  honest  trades  or  employments,  such  and  so  many  poor  boys,  at 
or  within  the  age  of  17  years,  and  if  there  should  be  no  boys,  such  and  so  many 
poor  girls,  at  or  within  the  age  of  14  years  (to  be  elected  by  the  trustees  for 
the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them)  as  should  be  related  by  consan- 
Rep.  19.  LI  guinity 
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guinity  to  the  said  John  Stock,  if  any  such  there  should  be,  or  in  default 
thereof,  such  other  poor  boys  and  girls  as  should  be  lawfully  begotten  and  born 
within  the  said  hamlets  of  Thornhatn,  Hopwood,  Middleton  and  Pilsworth, 
of  parents  that  for  the  time  being  should  not  receive  relief  of  the  said 
parish,  as  the  said  residue  would  extend  to,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  6/.  for 
both  clothing  and  putting  forth  any  such  boy  or  girl ; the  said  boys  to  be  bound 
apprentice  for  seven  years  at  least,  and  the  girls  for  five  years  ; and  upon  trust, 
that  the  above-mentioned  sum  of  10s.  should  be  spent  in  a small  dinner  for  the 
trustees,  whereat  they  should  examine  and  settle  the  accounts  ; and  it  was  pro- 
vided, that  when  there  should  be  in  the  said  parish  any  such  poor  boy  or  girl  as 
aforesaid,  of  the  name  of  Stock,  such  boy  or  girl  should  be  preferred  ; and  it 
was  further  provided,  that  if  by  negligence  or  design  the  trusts  above  mentioned 
should  be  unperformed,  so  that  of  the  said  fee-farm  rents  there  should  remain 
unapplied  so  much  as  should  amount  to  501.,  the  said  money  so  undisposed  of, 
and  the  said  annual  sums  above  mentioned,  should  for  ever  afterwards  be  paid 
and  applied  to  the  governors  of  the  Hospital  in  Manchester  for  the  mainte- 
nance and  education  of  poor  boys  there  ; and  it  was  further  provided,  that  when- 
ever any  one  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  major  part  of  the  survivors  should 
within  three  months  meet  and  elect  another  substantial  inhabitant  of  the  same 
hamlet  wherein  the  deceased  trustee  dwelt,  who  should  act  with  the  other 
trustees,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  estate  in  the  premises  were  vested  in  him  ; 
and  that  whenever  eight  of  the  trustees  should  be  dead,  the  four  survivors 
should  convey  the  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  eight  other  persons  to 
be  elected  as  aforesaid. 

New  trustees  have  been  appointed  from  time  to  time;  and  lastly,  by  Indentures 
of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  19th  and  20th  April  1813,  John  Wolsten- 
holme,  Robert  Schofield,  and  two  others,  since  deceased,  the  then  surviving 
trustees,  conveyed  the  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  Alexander  Heap, 
James  Milne,  John  Briercliffe,  Eleazer  Ashton  (who  has  since  resigned),  John 
Wolstenholme  and  Robert  Fitton,  and  two  others,  since  deceased. 

In  the  place  of  such  of  the  trustees  above  named  as  have  since  died,  and  of 
the  one  who  has  resigned,  William  Kenyon,  Samuel  Fielding,  John  Bamford, 
John  Tetlow,  and  Richard  Morris,  have  been  appointed  ; the  trustees  have  been 
chosen  from  the  different  hamlets  as  directed  by  the  donor. 

The  several  sums  mentioned  in  the  trust-deed  are  collected  and  transmitted 
by  Mr.  Gates,  of  Northampton,  to  the  Rev.  James  Archer,  curate  of  Middleton. 
The  deduction  for  land-tax,  and  the  usual  charges  for  collecting,  will  be  seen  by 
the  following  statement : 


Overstone  Manor  - 
Land-tax 

Passenham  Rectory 
Land-tax 
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The  balance  usually  remitted  is  22/.  Is.  Of  this  sum,  1 51.  125.  is  set  apart 


for  bread,  and  divided  in  the  following  manner  : — each  of  the  12  trustees  has 


allotted  to  him  one  calendar  month  in  the  year,  and  a proportion  of  the  15/.  125. 
is  paid  to  him,  being,  if  there  are  four  Sundays  in  the  month,  1 /.  45.,  and  if  five, 
1/.  105.  The  trustees  meet  every  quarter,  and  out  of  the  money  in  hand  three 
of  them  receive  the  sums  of  which  they  will  in  succession  have  the  disposal  in  the 
course  of  the  next  three  months.  Each  trustee  directs  such  baker  as  he  pleases 
to  provide  65.  worth  of  bread  for  each  Sunday  in  his  month,  and  to  send  it  to 
the  church,  where  the  trustee  generally  attends  himself  at  the  distribution.  A 
list  is  made  out  of  24  poor  persons  of  the  four  hamlets  named  in  the  deed,  and 

12  of 
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12  of  these  persons  receive  the  bread  every  alternate  Sunday.  If  a vacancy  Middleton, 

happens  by  death  it  is  filled  up  at  the  next  quarterly  meeting,  and  if  there  is  a ; — - 
person  of  the  same  hamlet  who  is  thought  a fit  object  of  the  charity,  such  per-  St0^^^aJltir » 

son  is  appointed,  and  if  not,  a person  from  some  other  hamlet.  The  majority  

of  persons  now  upon  the  list  are  from  Middleton.  If  a person  becomes  charge- 
able to  the  parish,  this  circumstance  is  taken  into  consideration  at  the  next 
quarterly  meeting,  and  another  person  is  appointed  instead.  According  to 
the  directions  of  the  donor,  it  appears  that  those  who  do  not  attend  at  the 
church,  unless  accidentally  prevented,  ought  not  to  receive  the  benefit  of  this 
charity,  but  this  direction  does  not  appear  in  all  cases  to  have  been  sufficiently 
attended  to. 

The  sum  of  36  s.  is  paid  yearly  for  the  expenses  of  the  four  quarterly  meet- 
ings, including  a dinner  at  the  Easter  meeting. 

With  the  residue  of  the  income  apprentices  are  placed  out  from  time  to  time, 
with  small  premiums,  generally  about  21.  each. 

At  the  time  of  our  Examination  in  August  1827,  there  were  two  boys  about 
to  be  placed  out,  with  each  of  whom  a premium  of  21.  was  to  be  paid.  The 
boys  are  chosen  from  the  four  hamlets  above  mentioned,  and  it  is  required  that 
they  should  be  legitimate,  but  no  objection  is  made  if  the  parents  should  be  in 
receipt  of  parish  relief. 

On  the  27th  June  1827  there  was  a balance  of  29/.  14s.  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Fielding,  one  of  the  trustees,  out  of  which  bread-money  for  two 
quarters  was  then  due. 


Charities  of  Catherine  Hopwood  and  others. 

Catherine  Hopwood , by  her  Will,  bearing  date  in  1758,  gave  to  the  church-  Charities  of 
wardens  of  the  hamlets  of  Hopwood  and  Middleton,  and  their  successors,  Catherine  Hopwood 
the  sum  of  400/.  in  trust,  to  place  the  same  out,  and  to  apply  the  interest,  one  and  otIlers* 
moiety  thereof  in  clothing  the  naked  and  feeding  the  hungry  of  such  of  the 
poor  in  Hopwood,  and  the  remainder  of  such  of  the  poor  in  the  parish  of  Mid- 
dleton as  should  not  be  relieved  by  the  poor-rates  of  the  said  parish.  She 
also  gave  to  the  churchwarden  of  the  hamlet  of  Hopwood  and  his  successors, 
the  sum  of  100/.  in  trust,  to  place  the  same  out,  and  pay  the  interest  yearly 
to  the  master  or  dame  employed  in  teaching  the  children  in  the  poor-house  in 
Hopwood. 

The  sum  of  500  /.  bequeathed  by  Catherine  Hopwood  as  above  stated,  and 
also  the  further  sum  of  100/.,  the  gifts  of  several  persons  hereafter  mentioned, 
were  invested  in  a mortgage,  as  appears  by  a deed  appointing  new  trustees 
bearing  date  21st  December  1772.  In  an  indorsement  on  this  deed  it  is  stated 
that  the  last-mentioned  sum  of  100/.  was  given  by  the  following  persons : 


1633.  Rev.  Abdy  Asheton 
1 673.  Richard  Whitehead  Pilsworth 

1675.  Robert  Holt,  of  Castleton,  esq. 

1676.  James  Blasdell,  of  Middleton  - 
1678.  Henry  Jones,  of  ditto 

1701.  Deborah  Wolstenholme  - 
1712.  Henry  Wrigley,  of  Langley 
1723.  Thomas  Jacques,  of  Middleton 
1726.  Thomas  Chadwick  and  Ann  his 
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The  sum  of  600/.  was  afterwards  paid  in  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Robert 
Gregg  Hopwood,  esq.  where  it  still  remains  secured  by  bond  dated  24th 
December  1821. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  24th  December  1821,  between  Samuel  Ashton, 
surviving  trustee  named  in  a Deed  of  1794,  of  the  one  part ; John  Lancashire, 
Joseph  Kenyon,  and  John  Ashton,  of  the  second  part,  and  the  then  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  above-named  hamlets  of  the  third  and  fourth 
parts ; reciting,  that  the  above-mentioned  sum  of  600/.  had  been  paid  in  to  the 
said  Samuel  Ashton,  and  that  he  had  paid  the  same  to  the  said  John  Lan- 
cashire and  others,  parties  of  the  first  part,  whom  he  had  appointed  trustees  to 
act  with  himself ; and  that  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  and  the  said 
trustees,  had  requested  Robert  Gregg  Hopwood,  esq.  to  take  the  said  sum  of 

L 1 2 600/. 


Middleton. 


Charities  of 
Catherine  Hopwood 
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Hopwood  School. 


Moss’s  Charity. 
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600/.  which  he  had  consented  to  do,  and  to  give  his  bond  for  securing  the 
repayment  thereof ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  Robert  Gregg  Hopwood  had 
accordingly  given  such  bond,  bearing  date  24th  December  1821,  to  the  said 
trustees  ; the  said  trustees  declared  that  their  names  were  used  in  trust  for  the 
said  churchwardens  and  overseers,  and  their  successors,  the  interest  to  be 
applied  according  to  the  directions  of  the  several  donors  before  mentioned. 

Of  the  trustees  above  named,  Samuel  Ashton  is  the  only  survivor,  and 
Robert  Hartley,  Joseph  Kenyon,  and  Samuel  Searls,  have  been  appointed  to 
succeed  ; but  no  new  deed  has  yet  been  executed. 

Of  the  sum  of  30/.,  paid  by  Mr.  Hopwood,  as  the  interest  of  the  600/.,  the 
sum  of  10/.  is  paid  to  the  churchwarden  for  the  township  of  Middleton,  as  one 
moiety  of  the  interest  of  Mrs.  Hop  wood’s  legacy  of  400/.,  and  10/.  to  the  church- 
warden for  the  township  of  Hopwood,  as  the  other  moiety  thereof. 

These  sums  are  laid  out  by  the  churchwardens  of  the  respective  townships 
in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  which  is  delivered  to  the  poor  on  New  Year’s- 
day,  the  quantities  varying  from  three  to  six  yards. 

The  sum  of  5l.  is  paid  to  Joseph  Kenyon,  the  schoolmaster  of  Hopwood, 
as  hereafter  stated,  in  respect  of  the  100/.  given  for  that  purpose  by  Mrs.  Hop- 
wood,  and  the  residue,  51.,  is  divided  amongst  the  five  places  hereafter  men- 
tioned, Ashworth,  Ainsworth,  and  Great  Lever,  being  excluded.  The  distri- 
bution takes  place  in  linen  cloth,  at  Christmas,  in  the  same  manner  as  Mrs. 
Hopwood’s  charity. 

Division  of  Interest. 


f.  s.  d. 


Middleton 

2 1 10 

Thornham 

- 1 1 2 

Hopwood 

- 17  - 

Pilsworth 

- 18  - 

Birtle-cum-Bamford 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 1 1 - 

l 


£. 


5 - - 


Hopwood  School. 

In  the  township  of  Hopwood  a schoolmaster  (appointed  by  R.  G.  Hopwrood, 
esq.)  resides,  rent-free,  in  a house  which  is  stated  to  have  been  built  by  Mrs. 
Catherine  Hopwood,  and  adjoining  to  which  there  has  been  lately  erected  at 
the  expense  of  the  township,  with  the  permission  of  Mr.  Hopwood,  who  is  the 
owner  of  the  field  in  which  the  school-house  stands,  a room,  used  for  a school, 
and  also  for  transacting  the  business  of  the  township. 

We  have  already  stated  that  Mrs.  Catherine  Hopvrood  left  100/.,  the  interest 
to  be  paid  to  the  master  or  dame  teaching  the  poor  children  in  the  poor-house 
at  Hopwood,  and  that  the  sum  of  51.  is  paid  yearly  in  respect  thereof  to  the 
master  of  this  school. 

For  this  sum  he  takes  all  the  children  that  are  sent  to  him  from  the  work- 
house  belonging  to  the  four  townships  of  Middleton,  Hopwood,  Thornham  and 
Birtle.  The  number  varies  from  three  to  six,  and  sometimes  exceeds  it.  They 
are  taught  reading  and  writing,  if  required,  w ithout  any  charge. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  MIDDLETON. 

Moss’s  Charity. 

The  table  of  Benefactions  states,  that  in  the  year  1772  Mr.  William  Moss , 
gentleman,  left  by  Will  50/.  the  interest  to  be  distributed  by  the  church- 
wardens and  overseer  yearly,  in  linen  cloth,  to  be  bought  of  David  Tosh,  or  his 
heirs,  for  the  use  of  such  poor  persons  in  the  township  of  Middleton  as  should 
have  no  relief  from  the  poor-rates. 

This  money  appears  to  have  been  carried  to  the  account  of  the  poors  rates 
of  the  tow  nship  of  Middleton,  and  in  respect  thereof  50.9.  is  paid  by  the  over- 
seer to  the  churchwarden,  and  is  by  him  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth, 
and  given  to  the  most  needy  persons  belonging  to  Middleton,  who  do  not 
receive  relief  from  the  poors  rate,  about  3 £ yards  to  each  person. 
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Buckley’s  Charity.  Middleton. 

Elizabeth  Buckley,  by  her  Will,  proved  at  Chester  3d  December  1S07,  gave  

to  the  Reverend  James  Archer  50/.  upon  trust,  to  place  the  same  out  at  interest  Buckley’s  Charity, 

upon  such  security  as  to  him  should  seem  proper,  and  to  pay  the  produce  ' ^ ' 

thereof  to  such  poor  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Middleton  as  he  should 

think  most  tit  to  receive  the  same  ; and  she  directed  that  the  said  James  Archer 

should  have  full  power  by  any  writing  or  memorandum  signed  with  his  own 

hand,  to  nominate  and  appoint  such  person  or  persons  to  be  a trustee  or  trustees 

for  the  perpetuating  and  carrying  into  execution  the  trust  thereby  in  him 

reposed  as  he  should  judge  proper,  and  that  the  person  or  persons  so  nominated 

should  thereupon  become  possessed  of  and  interested  in  the  said  principal  sum 

of  50/.  and  the  interest  thereof,  in  trust  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

This  sum  of  50/.  is  in  the  hands  of  Josiah  Allen,  of  Middleton,  who  has 
given  a promissory  note  for  the  amount  to  the  Reverend  James  Archer,  the 
curate  of  Middleton,  and  he  distributes  the  interest,  2/.  10s.,  every  Christmas 
amongst  15  or  20  poor  persons. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  AINSWORTH. 


School. 

There  is  a school  in  this  township,  of  which  Abraham  Hardman  has  been 
schoolmaster  upwards  of  40  years,  and  before  his  time  his  father  held  it  for 
nearly  20  years. 

The  master  occupies  a cottage  at  the  end  of  the  school,  and  two  acres  of  land 
worth  12/.  or  13/.  a year,  which  his  father  also  held.  He  was  appointed  by 
Lady  Egerton,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  who  became  afterwards  Earl 
Wilton,  upon  condition  that  he  should  teach  six  or  eight  of  the  poorest  sort  of 
children  of  Ainsworth  gratis. 

These  directions  have  been  attended  to.  The  chapelwarden  and  overseer  of 
the  poor  generally  appoint  the  children,  but  sometimes  the  master  has  taken 
children  himself.  The  free  children  are  taught  reading  and  writing,  but  they 
seldom  stay  long  enough  to  learn  accounts.  The  master  has  also  about  twelve 
pay-scholars. 

The  school  and  cottage  are  repaired  by  the  master. 

Upon  application  to  Lord  Wilton’s  agent  we  are  informed  that  he  has  made 
every  search  and  inquiry  in  his  power  for  deeds  relating  to  the  school,  but 
without  success. 


Ainsworth. 

School. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  HOPWOOD. 

Charities  of  Lancashire  and  Others. 

The  table  of  benefactions  states  that  in  the  year  1737  James  Lancashire  gave  Hopwood. 

the  sum  of  20/.,  the  use  thereof  to  be  distributed  in  linen  cloth  to  such  poor  ol  7 

TT  , , i v r*  ,1  -i  Charities  01  Lanca- 

Hopwood  as  had  no  reliei  irom  the  parish.  shjre  anil  others. 

That  in  1747  Elizabeth  Cook,  widow,  left  the  sum  of  20/.,  the  use  thereof 
to  be  distributed  in  linen  cloth  to  such  of  the  poor  of  Hopwood  as  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  should  think  proper. 

And  that  in  1787  John  Richardson  gave  the  sum  of  10/.,  the  use  thereof  to 
the  poor  of  Hopwood. 

These  three  sums  are  in  the  hands  of  Robert  Gregg  Hopwood,  esquire,  whose 
agent  pays  2/.  10s.,  yearly,  as  the  interest,  which  has  hitherto  been  improperly 
carried  to  the  account  of  the  poors  rates  of  the  township  of  Hopwood. 

We  have  recommended  that  next  Christmas  the  amount  shall  be  distributed 
in  cloth,  according  to  what  appears  to  have  been  the  intention  ot  the  donors, 
and  the  churchwarden  has  engaged  that  it  shall  be  so  disposed  of. 


Doctor  Hopwood’s  Charity. 

Robert  Hop'wood,  M.D.,  by  a Codicil  to  his  Will,  bearing  date  14th  March  Doctor  Hopwood  s 
I762,  gave  and  devised  to  John  Starky  and  Thomas  Percival,  and  their  heirs,  anty* 

and  the  survivor  of  them,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  a yearly  rentcharge 
of  21  /.,  to  be  issuing  out  of  his  two  messuages  and  tenements  called  Hanging 
Chatter,  in  the  parish  of  Middleton,  to  be  paid  without  any  deduction  or 
abatement  whatsoever,  at  Michaelmas,  yearly,  with  such  powers  and  remedies 
of  entry  and  distress  on  the  said  premises,  in  case  of  non-payment  of  the  said 
annuity,  as  should  be  legal  in  such  cases,  in  trust,  that  the  said  John  Starky  and 
Rep.  19.  L 1 3 Thomas 
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Thomas  Percival,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  should  for 
ever,  after  his  death,  with  the  assistance  of  one  of  the  churchwardens  of  the 
parish  of  Middleton,  residing  within  the  hamlet  of  Hopwood,  and  the  rector  of 
Middleton  for  the  time  being,  apply  and  dispose  of  the  said  annuity  before 
the  feast  of  Saint  Martin  the  bishop,  in  winter,  yearly,  for  the  clothing  such 
seven  poor  men  and  seven  poor  women  residing  in  or  belonging  to  the  said 
hamlet  of  Hopwood  as  should  not  within  12  months  then  next  before  have  re- 
ceived alms  or  relief  from  the  public  poor-tax  of  the  said  parish  of  Middleton, 
and  should  for  that  purpose  be  nominated  by  the  owners  of  his  mansion-house 
of  Hopwood  for  the  time  being ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  immediately 
after  the  death  of  either  of  the  said  John  Starky  or  Thomas  Percival,  the  survivor 
of  them  and  his  heirs  should  transfer  and  assign  the  said  annuity,  and  all 
powers  and  remedies  for  recovery  thereof,  to  so  many  new  trustees  as  such 
surviving  trustee  should  choose,  to  the  use  of  himself,  and  of  the  new  trustees 
so  to  be  nominated,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  intent  that  the  same  annuity  might 
for  ever  after  his  death  be  disposed  of  and  applied  to  and  for  such  charitable 
uses  and  purposes  as  were  thereby  declared. 

Mr.  Samuel  Cawley  distributes  this  sum  yearly  as  agent  for  Robert  Gregg, 
Hopwood,  esquire,  the  owner  of  the  property  charged.  He  has  kept  the 
accounts  of  the  charity  since  1802,  and  has  a book  which  contains  the  names 
of  the  men  and  women  who  have  received  the  benefit  of  the  charity  since  that 
period.  The  selection  of  the  poor  persons  to  receive  the  charity  is  generally 
confided  to  him.  Those  persons  only  are  selected  who  have  not  received 
parochial  relief  within  the  last  12  months,  and  the  same  persons  seldom  receive 
clothing  two  successive  years.  The  objects  of  the  charity  all  belong  to  the 
township  of  Hopwood,  though  they  may  be  resident  elsewhere.  The  distribu- 
tion is  not  strictly  confined  to  seven  persons  of  each  sex.  Sometimes  there 
have  been  eight  or  nine  men  and  fewer  women.  The  men  have  coats, 
waistcoats,  and  breeches,  the  latter  of  fustian,  the  former  of  good  cloth,  all 
delivered  ready  made  up.  The  women  have  woollen  bed  gowns  and  petticoats 
made  for  them,  and  also  linen  for  shifts,  which  they  make  up  themselves.  The 
charity  is  sufficient,  at  the  present  low  price  of  cloth,  to  clothe  the  men  and 
women. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1826  there  was  a balance  of  1/.  Os.  7 \d.  in  favour 
of  the  charity. 


PARISH  OF  RADCLIFFE. 

Guest’s  Charity. 

A particular  statement  of  this  charity  has  been  already  given  in  our  account 
of  the  parishes  of  Bury  and  Middleton,  in  a preceding  part  of  this  Report. 

The  tenant  of  the  estate  in  Buerdsell  and  Castleton  pays  yearly,  9/.,  being 
a moiety  of  his  rent,  to  the  rector  of  Radcliffe,  who  after  setting  apart  1 /.  for 
the  purposes  hereafter  stated,  disposes  of  the  residue  in  the  purchase  of  linen, 
which  is  distributed  by  him  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  parish,  at  Christmas. 

Charities  of  Wroe  and  Lawson. 

Dr.  Wroe,  in  the  year  1718,  bequeathed  10/.  to  the  poor  of  Radcliffe,  the 
interest  to  be  given  by  the  rector  and  churchwardens  every  Christmas-day,  to 
such  of  the  oldest  poor  as  should  be  present  that  day  in  the  church  at 
Divine  Service. 

The  Rev.  William  Lawson,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  7th  February  1757,  gave 
to  the  rector  and  churchwardens  of  Radcliffe,  and  their  successors,  10/.,  the 
interest  to  be  distributed  yearly,  on  Christmas-day,  at  their  discretion,  amongst 
the  most  ancient  and  indigent  persons  inhabiting  in  the  parish  of  Radcliffe, 
who  on  that  day  should  attend  Divine  Service. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  sum  of  20/.  arising  from  these  legacies,  was  laid  out 
towards  the  improvement  of  the  estate  purchased  with  Guest’s  Charity,  as  the 
sum  of  20s.,  part  of  the  rent  set  apart  as  above  stated,  is  annually  given  in 
money  to  poor  persons  attending  Divine  Service  on  Christmas-day,  as  the 
produce  of  Dr.  W roe’s  and  Lawson’s  gifts. 
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Yates’s  Charity. 

In  the  year  1798,  Mr.  William  Yates  bequeathed  51.,  the  interest  to  be 
disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the  same  time  as  Dr.  Wroe’s  and 
Mr.  Lawson’s  bequests. 

This  sum  of  51.  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Bealy,  of  Warth,  in  Radclilfe, 
who  pays  5s.  a year  as  the  interest,  which  is  distributed  with  the  two  preceding 
charities. 


Hopwood. 
Yates’s  Charity. 


PARISH  OF  ROCHDALE. 

Grammar  School. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  1st  January  1564,  between  Matthew  (Parker)  Rochdale. 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  of  the  first  part ; John  Povy,  D.  D.  Master  of  the  

College  of  Corpus  Christi  and  the  Blessed  Virgin,  in  Cambridge,  commonly  Grammar  School, 
called  Benet  College,  and  the  fellows  and  scholars  of  the  same  college,  of  the 
second  part,  and  Richard  Midgley,  vicar  of  Rochdale,  and  the  churchwardens 
of  the  said  parish,  of  the  third  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  Archbishop  being 
seised  of  the  rectory  of  Rochdale,  from  his  good  will  towards  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  parish,  that  their  youth  might  be  brought  up  in  the  learning 
of  true  piety  and  the  Latin  tongue,  had  assigned  a perpetual  stipend  to  a 
master  and  under-master,  for  their  diligent  labour  in  teaching  the  youth  of  the 
said  parish  gratis,  in  the  school  there  to  be  built,  and  governed  by  them  in 
such  form  and  manner,  as  to  the  said  archbishop  or  his  successors  should  seem 
meet,  which  stipend  would  amount  annually  to  17/.,  whereof  the  master  was 
to  receive  15/.  and  the  under-master  21.  yearly,  by  quarterly  payments,  by  the 
hands  of  the  farmers  of  the  said  rectory,  for  a term  of  years  then  to  come, 
and  which  salary,  after  the  expiration  of  such  term,  they  should  receive  from 
such  farmers  aforesaid  as  the  said  archbishop  or  his  successors  should  consti- 
tute and  approve,  or  otherwise,  as  to  the  said  archbishop  or  his  successors 
should  seem  meet ; the  said  archbishop  covenanted  with  the  said  master, 
fellows  and  scholars,  and  their  successors,  that  he  and  his  successors,  and,  the 
See  being  vacant,  the  dean  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Canterbury,  would 
nominate  from  time  to  time  a learned  master  of  the  said  school,  for  the 
instruction  of  youth,  within  three  months  after  a vacancy  of  the  said  office, 
and  notice  of  the  said  vacancy  given  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  ; and,  in 
default  of  appointment  for  three  months,  that  the  master  of  the  college  afore- 
said, or  in  his  absence  the  vice-president  of  the  said  college,  and  the  vice-chan- 
cellor of  Cambridge  for  the  time  being,  should  within  two  months  nominate 
two  of  their  scholars,  in  their  judgment  most  fit  for  the  governing  the  said 
school,  to  the  said  archbishop  and  his  successors,  or,  if  the  See  should  be 
vacant,  to  the  dean  of  Canterbury,  who  should  choose  one  of  them  ; and  that 
in  default  of  such  appointment  and  nomination  by  either  parties  as  aforesaid, 
the  right  of  appointment  should  be  in  the  vicar  of  Rochdale,  or,  in  his  absence, 
in  the  curate  and  churchwardens,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  who  should 
within  two  months  signify  whoni  they  should  have  elected,  and  the  day  of  his 
election,  to  those  who  were  in  their  several  turns  constituted  electors  as  afore- 
said ; and  the  said  archbishop  further  covenanted  with  the  said  master,  fellows 
and  scholars,  that  as  long  as  the  said  master  and  under-master  should  reside  to 
teach  boys  in  the  said  school  gratis,  provided  there  should  not  be  more  than 
150  scholars,  or  fewer  than  50  instructed  there  daily,  the  said  archbishop  and 
his  successors  would  so  long  pay  annually  15/.  to  the  said  master,  and  2,1.  to 
the  said  under-master,  by  quarterly  payments,  at  the  four  usual  feasts ; and 
a power  of  distress  on  the  rectory  of  Whalley  was  given  to  the  said  master, 
fellows  and  scholars,  in  case  of  non-payment. 

The  above  indenture  was  enrolled  in  the  court  of  Chancery,  13th  Elizabeth, 
and  there  is  a memorandum  added,  stating  that  the  second  counterpart  of  the 
above  indenture,  with  the  seal  of  the  archbishop  annexed  thereto,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  dean  and  chapter,  remained  with  the  master  and  fellows  of 
Corpus  Christi  College,  and  that  the  said  grant  being  decayed  by  water,  was 
renewed  under  the  seal  of  the  archbishop,  and  also  stating  that  there  remained 
in  the  same  custody,  the  original  grant  of  Richard  Midgley  of  the  plot 

L 1 4 of 


208  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 
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of  ground,  parcel  of  the  vicarage,  for  the  building  of  the  school,  dated 
4th  November  1562,  and  confirmed  by  the  bishop  of  Chester  13th  November 
1562,  and  also  an  Instrument  under  the  seal  of  the  archbishop,  dated 
20th  June  1565,  confirming  the  said  grant. 

The  rectory  of  Rochdale  has  been  lately  sold  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, under  the  powers  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  obtained  for  that  purpose, 
and  by  an  Order  of  the  court  of  Chancery,  made  2d  August  1814,  the  sum  of 
1,300/.  three  per-cent  consols  was  purchased  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant- 
general,  “ to  the  credit  of  the  cause,  Lord  Eldon  v.  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, ex  parte  Lot  27  of  Rochdale  tithes,”  for  the  benefit  of  the  vicar  of  Roch- 
dale and  the  schoolmaster,  and  for  the  repairs  of  the  chancel,  and  in  lieu  of 
other  charges  upon  the  rectory. 

The  dividends  on  the  stock  above  mentioned  are  received  by  Richard  Batty, 
esquire,  of  Chancery  Lane,  London,  under  a power  of  attorney  given  to  him 
in  1821,  and  he  transmits  thereout  17/-  yearly,  to  the  master  of  the  grammar- 
school. 

The  endowment  of  the  school  has  been  subsequently  augmented  by  the 
following  benefactions  : 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  31st  October,  and  1st 
November  1682,  between  John  Prince,  of  the  one  part,  and  James  Holt, 
Alexander  Butterworth,  Joseph  Dearden,  and  the  Rev.  Ralph  Eaton,  rector  of 
one  mediety  of  the  parish-church  of  Darfield,  in  the  county  of  York,  of  the 
other  part,  reciting  that  Elizabeth  Dickson,  before  her  marriage  with  Robert 
Dickson,  was  widow  of  John  Chadwick,  D.  D.,  rector  of  the  said  mediety,  and 
had  declared  to  divers  persons  that  the  said  Dr.  Chadwick  had  intended  to 
have  purchased  and  settled  lands  or  tenements  upon  trustees,  to  the  use  of 
herself,  her  heirs  and  assigns,  but  so  that  a rent  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  31. 
should  have  been  payable  thereout  after  her  decease  to  the  master  of  the  free 
grammar-school  of  Rochdale  for  the  time  being,  upon  condition  that  he  should 
every  year  teach,  or  cause  to  be  taught,  nine  poor  boys  born  in  the  town  or 
parish  of  Rochdale  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Elizabeth  Dickson  had 
purchased  divers  lands  and  tenements  in  Ardysley,  in  the  county  of  York,  and 
had  sold  part  thereof  to  Toby  Dickson,  M.  D.,  at  an  under  value,  in  considera- 
tion that  he,  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Elizabeth,  should  assure  thereout  a 
clear  yearly  rent  of  31.  for  the  uses  aforesaid;  and  further  reciting,  that  the 
said  Toby  Dickson  had,  during  the  life  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Dickson,  sold  the 
said  premises  purchased  of  her,  to  the  said  John  Prince,  his  heirs  and  assigns ; 
the  said  John  Prince,  for  the  considerations  aforesaid,  conveyed  to  the  said 
James  Holt  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  or  tenement  in  Ardysley, 
with  one  close  called  Little  Iiunningley  ; one  Ing  on  the  far  side  of  Wombwell 
Lane,  called  Little  Moor  Ing,  lying  and  being  between  the  lands  of  John 
Wordsworth,  on  the  south-west,  and  the  lands  of Cowper,  on  the  north- 

west ; one  half  acre  of  meadow  lying  in  one  ing  called  Broadley  Ing  ; five  acres 
and  three  roods  of  arable  land  in  the  town-fields  of  Ardysley,  viz.  two  acres  in 
the  north  field,  two  and  a half  in  a field  called  Dob  Hill,  and  one  and  a quarter 
in  a field  called  Hunningley  ; and  one  rood  of  meadow  in  one  ing  called  Tibbut 
Ing,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  receive  and  take 
thereout  an  annual  rent  of  31.,  to  be  paid  to  the  rector  of  the  said  mediety,  and 
his  successors,  to  the  use  of  the  master  of  the  free  grammar-school  for  the 
time  being,  upon  condition  that  the  minister  and  churchwardens  for  the  time 
being  of  the  parish-church  of  Rochdale  should,  under  their  hands  and  seals, 
certify  to  the  said  rector  and  his  successors,  that  the  said  master  “ doth  teach  ” 
nine  poor  boys  yearly  (the  receipt  of  the  said  rector  and  his  successors  to  be  a 
sufficient  discharge  to  the  said  John  Prince  and  his  heirs,  for  the  said  yearly 
rent)  ; and  it  was  declared,  that  if  the  said  John  Prince,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
should  yearly  on  the  feast-day  of  St.  Martin  the  Bishop,  in  winter,  or  within 
40  days  after,  pay  the  said  rent  to  the  said  rector  and  his  successors,  he  should 
be  permitted  quietly  to  possess  and  enjoy  the  said  premises,  and  a power  of  entry 
and  distress  was  granted  to  the  said  trustees  in  case  of  non-payment ; and  it  was 
further  declared,  that  the  said  rent  was  in  full  discharge  of  the  gift  or  intended 
gift  of  the  said  Dr.  Chadwick  ; and  the  said  John  Prince  covenanted  with  the 
said  trustees  that  the  said  premises  were  then  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  51. 

This  rentcharge  of  31.  has  not  been  paid  since  about  the  year  1800,  though 
some  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  schoolmaster  for  the  purpose  of  recovering 
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it,  and  we  have  been  unable  at  present  to  obtain  sufficient  information  as  to  the  Rochdale, 

locality  of  the  lands  charged  therewith  to  enable  us  to  discover  who  is  liable  

to  the  payment.  We  purpose,  however,  taking  the  first  opportunity  that  shall 

occur  of  instituting  further  inquiries  upon  the  spot,  and  stating  the  result  of  v ^ ^ 

our  Inquiries  in  a subsequent  Report. 

Jeremy  Hargreaves , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  16th  January  1696,  gave  201. 
to  the  trustees  of  the  free  grammar-school  of  Rochdale,  to  the  intent  that  they 
should  put  the  same  forth,  and  employ  the  interest  for  the  teaching  of  poor 
mens  sons  to  write  in  the  said  school,  who  should  not  be  well  able  to  pay  for  the 
same,  and  so  long  as  the  head-master  should  think  them  fitting  for  trades  or 
other  employments. 

This  legacy  appears  to  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Dr.  Drake,  vicar 
of  Rochdale,  but  in  1819  it  was  called  in,  and  laid  out  in  improving  the  build- 
ings on  a farm  called  Newfield  Head,  as  more  particularly  mentioned  hereafter. 

James  Holt , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  24th  November  1712,  directed  his 
trustees  to  raise  the  sum  of  100  /.,  and  to  pay  the  same  to  the  vicar  and 
churchwardens  of  Rochdale,  upon  trust,  to  lay  out  the  same  in  the  purchase  of 
lands  of  inheritance,  the  profits  whereof,  with  the  interest,  in  the  mean  time 
should  be  for  ever  disposed  of  to  the  use  of  such  person  as  from  time  to  time 
should  be  head-master  of  the  grammar-school  of  Rochdale,  who  in  considera- 
tion thereof  should  freely  and  without  having  any  wages  or  reward,  educate 
and  teach,  (or  cause  to  be,)  so  many  poor  boys,  not  exceeding  six  in  number, 
settled  inhabitants  within  the  said  parish,  whose  parents  should  be  unable  to 
educate  the  said  boys  themselves,  as  the  said  vicar  and  churchwardens  for  the 
time  being,  or  any  six  of  them,  whereof  the  said  vicar  should  always  be  one, 
should  nominate  and  appoint. 

This  legacy  was  laid  out  in  1735,  with  the  sum  of  120/.  bequeathed  for  cha- 
ritable uses  by  Mary  Shepherd,  in  the  purchase  of  a farm  called  Newfield  Head, 
in  the  township  of  Butterworth,  the  particulars  of  which  will  be  given  hereafter 
under  the  head  of  Shepherd’s  Charity,  in  the  township  of  Spotland.  There 
will  also  be  found  under  that  head  the  purport  of  an  agreement  under  which 
the  sum  of  20/.,  derived  from  the  Will  of  Jeremy  Hargreaves,  was  laid  out  in 
the  improvement  of  those  premises,  in  consideration  whereof  it  was  agreed  that 
the  master  of  the  grammar-school  should  in  future  receive  one  moiety  of  the 
rents. 

The  farm  is  now  let  at  27/.  per  annum,  one  half  of  which,  subject  to  a 
moiety  of  any  expenses  that  may  be  incurred,  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster. 

A rentcharge  of  21.  or  21.  10s.,  appears  also  to  have  been  given  for  the 
benefit  of  the  school,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  authentic  infor- 
mation as  to  the  origin  thereof.  Upon  a copy  of  the  foundation-deed,  made  in 
1727,  there  is  an  indorsement  in  which  the  particulars  of  the  school-endowment 
are  enumerated,  and  amongst  other  things  there  is  mentioned  “ Chadwicks, 
of  Healey,  21.  10  s.” 

The  yearly  sum  of  21.  is  now  paid  to  the  master  by  Charles  Chadwick,  esq. 
of  Healey  Hall,  and  the  payment  has  been  to  the  same  amount  for  at  least 
30  years. 

The  school-premises,  which  were  probably  built  upon  the  land  given  by  the 
Rev.  Richard  Midgley,  as  appears  from  the  memorandum  annexed  to  the 
enrolment  of  the  foundation-deed,  consist  of  a school-room,  with  a chamber 
attached  thereto,  and  other  conveniences.  This  chamber  is  let  to  a person  who 
in  consideration  thereof  keeps  the  school  clean,  and  pays  to  the  master  a rent 
of  4/.  4 s.  per  annum.  The  premises  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  churchwardens, 
and  are  in  good  condition. 

From  the  sources  above  mentioned  the  whole  endowment  of  this  school  is 
derived,  the  annual  receipts  amounting  at  the  present  time  to  361.  14s. 

The  Rev.  William  Hodgson,  the  present  master,  was  appointed  in  1797>  by 
the  vicar  of  Rochdale,  upon  whom  the  right  of  appointment  had  probably 
devolved,  in  consequence  of  the  office  not  having  been  filled  up  within  five 
months  from  the  time  of  the  vacancy  occurring. 

No  usher  has  been  appointed  for  many  years. 

The  master  states  that  he  considers  himself  bound  to  teach  such  boys  of  the 
parish  of  Rochdale  as  apply  for  such  instruction  as  is  mentioned  in  the  foun- 
dation-deed, viz.  in  “ true  piety  and  the  Latin  tongue,”  but  that  no  boys  have 
applied  for  admission  without  requiring  to  be  taught  in  other  branches  of  lite- 
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rature,  and  for  such  instruction  he  considers  himself  authorized,  and  does  in 
fact  make  his  own  charges.  The  same  system  appears  to  have  prevailed  pre- 
viously to  his  appointment. 

With  respect  to  free  instruction  in  this  school,  it  appears  that  the  legacy  of 
20/.  was  given  by  Jeremy  Hargreaves  for  the  teaching  of  poor  mens  sons  to 
write,  until  the  head-master  should  think  them  fit  for  trades,  or  other  employ- 
ments, and  that  therefore  a certain  number  of  children  ought  to  be  instructed 
in  writing,  free.  And  James  Holt  by  his  will  directed  that  in  consideration  of 
his  gift  the  master  should  freely  educate  and  teach  so  many  poor  boys,  not 
exceeding  six  in  number,  settled  inhabitants  within  the  parish  of  Rochdale, 
whose  parents  should  be  unable  to  educate  the  said  boys  themselves,  and  as 
should  be  nominated  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  ; in  respect  of  this 
benefaction  it  seems  to  us  that  a certain  number  of  boys  at  least  ought  to  enjoy 
the  like  privilege  in  other  branches  of  instruction  which  are  not  provided  for 
by  the  foundation. 

At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  there  were  about  16  scholars  in  the  school,  who 
were  instructed  in  reading  English,  writing,  accounts,  and  the  classics.  The 
master  has  determined  not  to  take  more  than  20,  as  he  conceives  he  cannot 
pay  sufficient  attention  to  a greater  number  without  an  assistant.  Girls  as  well 
as  boys  are  occasionally  admitted. 

Free  English  School. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  12th  April  1769,  between  Jane  Hardman,  of  the 
one  part,  and  William  Lord  Byron,  Thomas  Wray,  D.  D.,  vicar  of  Rochdale, 
Richard  Townley,  and  12  others,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that  John  Hardman , 
esquire,  son  of  the  said  Jane  Hardman,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  10th  March 
1759,  amongst  other  things  directed  his  executrix  to  invest  500/.  in  trustees,  to 
the  intent  that  the  yearly  interest  should  be  applied  towards  the  teaching  to 
read  English,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  so  many  poor  children  residing  within 
the  town  and  parish  of  Rochdale,  as  such  trustees  to  be  appointed  by  his 
executrix  and  their  successors  should  think  proper,  and  appointed  his  said 
mother  sole  executrix ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Jane  Hardman,  soon 
after  the  death  of  her  son,  purchased  the  fee-simple  of  certain  premises  therein- 
after mentioned,  intending  at  her  own  expense  to  erect  a school-house  thereon, 
and  to  convey  the  same  premises  with  such  school-house  to  the  use  of  trustees  in 
satisfaction  of  the  said  500/.,  but  that  no  part  of  the  said  purchased  premises  ap- 
peared suited  for  the  situation  of  such  school-house  ; and  that  therefore  the  said 
Jane  Hardman  had  requested  persons  claiming  a right  to  certain  waste  land 
lying  on  the  north  side  of  the  vicar’s  moss,  leading  from  Rochdale  to  Milnrow, 
to  consent  that  she  should  inclose  and  enjoy  the  same  to  her,  her  heirs  and 
assigns,  for  the  purpose  only  of  erecting  and  continuing  a school  and  school- 
house,  with  a yard,  garden,  and  orchard  ; and  that  in  consequence  of  their  con- 
sent the  said  Jane  Hardman  had  inclosed  and  was  in  possession  of  the  said 
waste  land,  and  was  about  to  build  thereon  a school  and  school-house,  and  to 
lay  out  a yard,  garden,  orchard  and  other  conveniences ; the  said  Jane  Hardman, 
in  order  to  perpetuate  the  said  charitable  donation,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for 
the  increase  of  the  same,  granted  to  the  said  William  Lord  Byron  and  others, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  an  ancient  messuage,  with  a barn,  &c.  called  the 
Bank,  and  also  a new-erected  messuage,  with  a barn,  called  the  Bank  Barn, 
and  an  ancient  cottage  near  thereto ; and  also  several  fields  and  parcels 
of  land  called  the  Calf  Hay,  the  Pree  Hill,  the  Meadow  under  the  ancient 
House,  the  Pingott,  the  Barn  But,  the  Parrock,  the  Little  White  Field,  the 
Nearer  Far  Field,  and  the  Coat  Field,  containing  by  estimation  24  acres  of  the 
measure  there  used,  all  which  premises  were  described  as  situate  in  Wardle, 
within  Hundcrsfield,  and  all  mines  and  minerals  to  the  said  premises  belonging; 
and  also  a piece  of  waste  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  leading  over  the 
vicar’s  moss  from  Rochdale  to  Milnrow,  containing  in  length  40  yards,  and  in 
breadth  at  the  west  end  thereof  50  feet,  and  at  the  east  end  47  feet,  lately  taken 
in  and  inclosed,  with  the  consent  of  the  persons  claiming  the  same,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  a school  and  school-house,  and  laying  out  a garden  and  other 
conveniences  thereon,  together  with  all  houses,  &c.  and  appurtenances  to  all 
the  said  premises  belonging  (with  liberty  reserved  for  her  to  enter  on  the  last- 
mentioned  premises  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and  finishing  the  intended  school 
to  be  called  the  Rochdale  Free  English  School) ; and  it  was  thereby  declared 
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that  the  premises  first  above  mentioned  were  conveyed  to  the  said  trustees  to 
the  intent  that  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  thereof  should  in  the  first  place  be 
applied  to  keep  the  said  premises  and  school-house  in  repair,  and  that  they 
should  afterwards  pay  to  the  schoolmaster  25/.,  one  half  on  the  24th  June,  and 
the  other  on  the  25th  December,  or  the  whole  residue  if  the  rents  should  fall 
short  of  2 51. ; and  if  there  should  be  any  surplus  that  the  same  should  be  em- 
ployed in  buying  books  for  the  children,  and  if  there  should  be  any  further 
surplus,  that  the  same  should  be  disposed  of  as  the  majority  of  the  trustees  should 
think  fit  ; and  it  was  further  directed  that  the  trustees  should  elect  a man,  quali- 
fied to  read  English,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  to  be  schoolmaster  so  long  as  he 
should  behave  well,  with  power  to  the  trustees  to  inquire  into  his  conduct, 
and  to  admonish  and  remove  him  if  necessary ; that  the  schoolmaster  should 
enter  into  a bond,  with  a penalty  of  1,000/.,  to  deliver  up  the  school  on 
the  requisition  of  the  trustees  if  he  should  be  found  to  misbehave ; that  he 
should  teach  free  so  many  poor  children,  the  children  of  parents  residing  and 
inhabiting  within  the  town  and  parish  of  Rochdale,  as  the  trustees  should 
appoint,  the  whole  number  not  to  exceed  30  scholars,  unless  ordered  by  the 
trustees : and  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  teach  for  pay  not  exceeding  six 
scholars  in  the  day-time,  and  in  the  evening  as  many  as  the  trustees  might 
think  fit  to  allow  ; and  it  was  provided,  that  whenever  the  acting  trustees  should 
be  reduced  to  five,  or  a less  number,  the  survivors  should  meet  to  make  new 
trustees,  either  Protestants  or  Protestant  Dissenters,  to  fill  up  the  vacancies, 
so  as  to  make  up  the  number  of  15,  and  should  convey  the  premises  accordingly 
on  the  same  trusts  ; and  a power  was  given  to  the  trustees  to  make  rules  and 
regulations  ; and  reciting,  that  it  was  conceived  that  beds  of  coal  were  under  the 
surface  of  the  school-property,  it  was  declared,  that  the  trustees  might  get  the 
same,  with  the  surplus  of  the  yearly  rents,  after  the  payment  of  the  salary  to 
the  master,  the  expenses  of  necessary  repairs  and  of  books  for  the  scholars; 
and  in  case  any  coal  should  be  raised,  and  the  trust-estate  be  improved  thereby, 
the  trustees  were  empowered  to  increase  the  number  of  children  to  be  taught 
gratis,  and  the  salary  to  be  paid  to  the  master ; and  it  was  further  provided, 
that  in  case  the  estate  in  the  parcel  of  land  inclosed  from  the  waste  on  which 
the  school  was  to  be  erected  should  be  defeated,  the  trustees  should  be  at  liberty 
to  take  a lease  of  any  building  convenient  for  a school,  and  call  the  same  the 
Rochdale  Free  English  School. 

The  license  to  inclose  the  school-premises  from  the  waste  was  granted  to  Jane 
Hardman,  by  an  instrument  bearing  date  18th  January  1769,  signed  by  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  the  owner  of  the  rectory,  Lord  Byron  the  lord  of 
the  manor,  and  Thomas  Wray  the  then  vicar. 

The  premises  comprised  in  the  indenture  above  abstracted  have  been  con- 
veyed to  new  trustees  from  time  to  time.  The  last  conveyance  was  by  inden- 
tures of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  11th  and  12th  July  1822,  whereby 
William  Hassall,  Thomas  Gore,  Samuel  Holker,  and  James  Royds,  conveyed 
the  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  the  Rev.  William  Robert  Hay,  vicar 
of  Rochdale,  Samuel  Kay,  Thomas  Robinson,  John  Touchet,  Richard  Kay, 
since  deceased,  John  Grundy,  William  Walker,  James  Dearden,  John  Entwisle, 
Jonathan  Fildes,  and  George  Walmsley. 

With  respect  to  the  appointment  of  the  trustees,  it  has  been  the  practice 
whenever  any  one  dies  for  the  survivors  to  meet  and  appoint  another  person 
in  his  place,  a memorandum  of  which  is  entered  in  the  minute-book.  Of  the 
number  of  15,  which  is  thus  always  kept  up,  eight  are  Protestant  Dissenters, 
and  seven  of  the  Established  Church,  the  same  proportion  having,  as  we  are 
informed,  been  observed  in  the  trustees  originally  nominated  in  the  deed  to 
which  the  founder  (Jane  Hardman)  was  a party.  Upon  the  death  of  any 
trustee  of  the  established  church  another  person  is  nominated  by  the  surviving 
trustees  of  the  established  church  ; and  upon  the  death  of  a dissenter  the  dis- 
senters nominate  another. 

The  trustees  meet  yearly  the  first  Friday  in  June,  to  settle  the  accounts  ; 
and  there  are  other  special  meetings  whenever  it  is  found  necessary. 

The  premises  in  Wardle,  mentioned  in  the  indentures  of  12th  April  17^9, 
comprise  two  farm-houses,  several  cottages,  and  about  22  acres  of  land,  at  seven 
yards  to  the  perch.  These  premises  are  now  held  by  Robert  and  James  Stott, 
under  a Lease,  dated  1st  July  1822,  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years  from  the 
1st  May  then  last,  at  a good  rent  of  7 5/.  They  are  let  free  from  the  pay- 
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Rochdale.  ment  of  rectorial  tithes,  those  tithes  having  been  purchased  by  the  trustees  in 
— — . 1814,  for  the  sum  of  26/.  19s. 

i r<s  hnfh  The  farm-h°use  was  considerably  improved,  and  some  of  the  cottages  built 
continued.  with  the  produce  of  some  coal  which  was  got  upon  the  premises,  and  sold 
between  the  years  177L  and  1781. 

There  are  also  upon  the  premises  in  Wardle  four  cottages,  which  are  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  overseers  of  the  township  of  Wuerdle  and  Wardle,  who 
hold  the  same  at  the  yearly  rent  of  165.  which  was  reserved  under  the  follow- 
ing circumstances  : 

By  Indenture  of  Lease,  bearing  date  1st  May  1790,  between  William  Lord 
Byron  and  the  other  trustees  of  the  first  part,  and  John  Stott,  of  Hundersfield, 
carpenter,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  John  Stott  had  agreed  at 
his  own  expense  to  erect  a messuage  or  dwelling-house,  or  other  building,  upon 
the  plot  of  ground  thereinafter  mentioned  ; the  said  Lord  Byron  and  others 
demised  to  the  said  John  Stott,  his  executors,  &c.  a plot  of  land,  part  of  a close 
called  the  Calf  Hay,  as  the  same  was  then  set  out,  containing  in  length  23 
yards,  and  in  breadth  15  f,  and  containing  in  the  whole  “ 192  yards,”  for  the 
term  of  999  years  from  the  day  before  the  date,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  16  5.  clear 
of  all  deductions,  and  the  said  John  Stott  covenanted  to  build  a substantial  mes- 
suage or  dwelling-house,  with  party-walls  and  other  conveniences,  which  should 
be  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  2/.  85.  at  the  least,  and  to  keep  the  same  in 
repair,  and  that  he  would  inclose  the  said  plot  of  land  with  a good  stone  or 
brick  wall. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  5th  August  1811,  between  James  Stott,  acting 
executor  of  John  Stott,  deceased,  of  the  one  part,  and  Robert  Healey,  church- 
warden, Edmund  Grindrod,  and  John  Tweedale,  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
hamlet  of  Wuerdle  and  Wardle,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  lease  of  1st  May 
1790,  the  said  James  Stott,  in  consideration  of  235/.,  assigned  to  the  said 
Robert  Healey  and  others,  and  their  successors,  churchwarden  and  overseers, 
the  said  premises,  and  all  his  interest  therein  under  the  said  recited  lease,  or 
otherwise,  the  said  premises  being  intended  for  a workhouse  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  such  poor  people  of  the  hamlet  aforesaid  as  the  churchwarden  and 
overseers  for  the  time  being  should  think  proper  to  place  therein,  or  for  such 
other  purposes  as  the  majority  of  the  lay-payers  of  the  said  hamlet  might  think 
proper  to  direct,  at  a public  town-meeting  to  be  called  for  that  purpose,  subject 
nevertheless  to  the  payment  of  the  rent,  and  performance  of  the  covenants  con- 
tained in  the  said  recited  lease. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  the  lease  of  1790  the  premises  are  described  as 
containing  23  yards  by  15  f,  which  would  make  356  A square  yards  instead  of 
192,  as  stated  in  the  lease,  and  the  rent  which  was  calculated  at  Id.  a yard  for 
192  yards  ought  to  have  been  1/.  9s.  8 id.  Subsequently  to  the  granting  of 
the  lease  an  additional  quantity  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  charity  has  been 
inclosed  for  the  purpose  of  making  gardens,  and  the  whole  quantity  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  overseers  above  mentioned  is  stated  to  be  532  square  yards. 

Under  the  circumstances  above  stated,  and  considering  that  the  great  length 
of  the  term  would  be  equivalent  to  an  alienation  in  perpetuity,  we  conceive  that 
the  lease  is  invalid,  but  as  the  value  of  the  property  has  been  greatly  increased 
by  the  buildings  which  have  been  erected  thereon  under  the  faith  of  the  con- 
tract made  with  John  Stott,  the  original  lessee,  it  seems  reasonable  that  a new 
lease  should  be  granted,  and  we  are  given  to  understand  that  the  township  of 
Wuerdle  and  Wardle  will  consent  to  take  a lease  for  21  years,  at  an  increased 
rent,  according  to  the  actual  measurement  of  the  land. 

In  1819  the  trustees  agreed  to  sell  to  Messrs.  Stott  and  Co.  at  the  price  of 
155/.  per  acre,  the  remainder  of  the  coal  under  the  school-land,  the  extent  of 
which  was  estimated  at  5a.  2u.  22p.  (7  yards  to  the  perch).  The  sum  re- 
ceived for  the  coal  amounted  to  9G9/.  45.  11  <7.,  and  in  1824,  the  trustees  agreed 
to  purchase  of  John  Entwisle,  esq.  a farm  in  Wardle,  adjoining  that  originally 
settled  upon  the  charity  for  the  sum  of  1,000/.  The  conveyance  has  not  yet 
been  executed,  but  it  is  intended  immediately  to  proceed  therewith.  Possession 
was  given  to  the  trustees  in  the  Spring  of  1825,  and  from  that  period  the 
premises,  consisting  of  a farm-house,  and  about  12  acres  of  land,  at  seven  yards 
to  the  perch,  have  been  let  to  James  Howarth,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent 
of  34/.  per  annum.  The  buildings  are  stated  to  be  in  good  condition,  40/. 
having  been  expended  thereon  by  the  trustees  in  1826. 
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Under  these  premises  there  is  a small  quantity  of  coal  consisting  of  the 
pillars  which  were  left  upon  a former  working.  This  coal  is  sold  to  Messrs. 
Stott  and  Co.,  who  pay  for  the  quantity  they  get,  according  to  the  usual  price. 
In  1826,  4 31.  18  s.  6r/.  was  received  on  this  account. 

Under  the  old  estate  there  is  a stratum  of  coal  below  that  which  has  been 
already  worked,  and  it  is  expected  that  this  may  at  some  future  period  be  dis- 
posed of  beneficially  for  the  charity. 

Out  of  the  income,  now  amounting  to  109/.  16s.  per  annum,  there  is  paid 
50/.  per  annum  to  a schoolmaster,  and  2 51.  per  annum  has  been  also  paid  to  a 
schoolmistress  from  the  year  1819,  when  a separate  school  for  the  girls  was  first 
established.  The  schoolmaster  was  not  required  at  the  time  of  his  appointment 
to  give  a bond  according  to  the  directions  of  the  foundation-deed,  but  he  signed 
an  entry  in  the  minute-book  of  the  trustees,  whereby  he  agreed  to  give  up  pos- 
session of  the  school  if  the  trustees  should  at  any  time  think  proper  to  discharge 
him,  under  the  penalty  of  100/. 

For  the  salary  above  mentioned  the  schoolmaster  instructs  in  reading,  writing, 
and  accounts,  40  boys  without  any  charge  to  their  parents,  and  he  is  permitted 
to  take  six  boys  in  addition,  for  whose  instruction  he  makes  his  own  terms. 

The  schoolmistress  instructs  20  girls  in  reading,  writing,  accounts,  and  needle- 
work, without  any  charge,  and  is  allowed  to  take  five  other  girls  upon  her  own 
terms. 

These  children  are  appointed  by  the  trustees  at  their  annual  meeting  in  June  ; 
they  are  selected  from  the  parish  of  Rochdale,  and  no  distinction  is  made  on 
account  of  the  religious  opinions  of  their  parents.  None  are  admitted  under 
six  years  of  age,  or  allowed  to  remain  in  the  school  beyond  four  years.  They 
are  provided  with  a few  school-books,  and  some  books  are  given  them  as  prizes ; 
these  cost  about  31.  15s.  per  annum. 

The  school  is  kept  in  the  building  erected  for  the  purpose  upon  the  land 
inclosed  from  the  waste  in  1769,  as  above  mentioned,  which  also  furnishes  a 
residence  for  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress.  The  expenses  of  the  re- 
pairs of  the  school-house,  and  the  buildings  on  the  estates,  and  of  the  drains 
upon  the  moss  adjoining  the  school,  have  of  late  years  been  very  great,  and 
have  nearly  exhausted  the  whole  of  the  income  remaining  after  the  payment  of 
the  salaries  to  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress,  and  the  sums  paid  for  books 
for  the  scholars. 

In  June  1826  there  was  a balance  in  the  hands  of  William  Hassall,  the  trea- 
surer, and  in  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Rawson  and  Co.,  of  Rochdale,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  33/.  85.  10 d.  It  is  expected  that  in  future  the  annual  expenses 
of  repairs  will  be  much  reduced,  and  there  will  consequently  be  a considerable 
increase  in  the  income  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  purposes  of  the  charity.  No 
scheme  has  however  been  decided  upon  at  present  for  the  future  application 
thereof. 

The  trustees  meet  annually  in  June  for  the  purpose  of  auditing  the  accounts, 
examining  the  scholars,  filling  up  the  vacancies  in  the  school,  and  other 
business.  There  was  formerly  an  entertainment  provided  for  them  on  the  day 
of  the  meeting  out  of  the  income  of  the  charity ; this  however  has  been  dis- 
continued of  late  years,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  the  funds. 
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Gartside’s  Charity. 

Josiah  Gartside,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  10th  December  1712,  reciting  that  Gartside’s  Charity 
his  mother,  Mary  Gartside,  had  by  her  Will  given  200/.  in  trust,  that  the  interest 
thereof  should  be  yearly  laid  out  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Castleton,  in  the 
parish  of  Rochdale,  for  the  more  effectual  securing  the  said  charity,  and  in 
order  to  augment  the  same,  devised  to  his  wife  Mary  Gartside,  and  his  brother 
Samuel  Gartside,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  four  houses,  together  with  a smithy, 
and  two  chambers  over  it,  in  Blackwater-street,  in  Spotland,  formerly  called 
the  Pears  Houses,  with  the  appurtenances,  upon  trust,  that  the  minister  of  the 
chapel  of  Todmorden  for  the  time  being  should  preach  a sermon  in  the  parish- 
church  of  Rochdale  every  New  Year’s-day,  and  should  have  out  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  said  houses  for  every  such  sermon  20s.,  and  that  the  residue 
of  the  rents  and  profits  should  be  yearly  laid  out  in  buying  woollen  cloth,  or 
other  convenient  clothing  for  poor  persons,  or  in  buying  corn  in  such  years 
when  corn  should  be  dear,  the  same  to  be  distributed  in  manner  following, 
viz.  that  cloth  or  corn  to  the  value  of  10/.  should  be  distributed  every  year  on 
Rep.  19.  M m 3 Christmas- 
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Rochdale.  Christmas-day  among  such  poor  persons  of  Castleton  as  the  said  Mary  and 
c ■ i'r7’i  t Samuel  Gartside,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  think  fit,  and  that  the  rest  of 
ar  ^continued*11  ^ the  said  cloth  or  corn  should  be  distributed  yearly  on  Christmas-day  amongst 
y ^ j such  poor  persons  of  the  parish  of  Rochdale  as  they  should  think  fit ; and  it 
was  provided  that  such  persons  as  should  have  parochial  relief  should  not  during 
such  time  have  any  benefit  or  advantage  of  this  charity,  or  if  they  should,  as 
little  of  it  as  might  be  ; and  he  directed  that  every  poor  person  that  should  par- 
take of  this  charity  should  be  enjoined  to  come  to  the  parish-church  of  Roch- 
dale on  the  New  Year’s-day  next  following  to  hear  the  sermon  then  and  there 
to  be  preached. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  24th  and  2.5th  April  1792, 
between  Thomas  Cholmondeley,  of  Vale  Royal,  great-grandson  and  heir-at-law 
of  Mary  Gartside,  described  therein  as  “the  mother,”  and  surviving  devisee  in 
trust  of  the  will  of  Josiah  Gartside,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Holt  and  seven 
others  of  the  other  part ; reciting  the  will  of  the  said  Josiah  Gartside,  and 
further  reciting,  that  the  said  Thomas  Cholmondeley  residing  at  a distance 
from  Rochdale  was  therefore  less  able  to  form  a judgment  of  the  persons  who 
were  fit  objects  of  the  said  charitable  donations,  and  was  mindful  to  relinquish 
the  said  trusts,  and  to  vest  the  premises  in  the  said  John  Holt  and  others,  as 
proper  persons  to  carry  the  said  trusts  into  effect,  the  said  Thomas  Cholmonde- 
ley  conveyed  the  premises  devised  by  the  will  of  the  said  Josiah  Gartside  to  the 
said  John  Holt  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  trusts  contained  in  the 
said  will ; and  it  was  provided,  that  whenever  the  number  of  trustees  should  be 
reduced  to  three  or  fewer,  the  survivors  should  nominate  new  trustees  to  make 
up  the  number  of  eight,  so  as  each  of  the  new  elected  trustees  should  have  in 
possession  an  estate  of  inheritance  in  lands  within  the  county  of  Lancaster  of 
the  clear  yearly  value  of  501.  or  upwards,  and  that  the  said  survivors  should 
convey  the  trust-premises  to  the  use  of  such  new  and  old  trustees. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  29th  April  1807,  John  Holt,  John  Entwisle,  and 
James  Holland,  surviving  trustees,  named  in  the  preceding  deed  of  1792,  con- 
veyed the  said  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  of  James  Royds,  James 
Dearden,  Henry  Wood,  James  Taylor,  and  John  Elliott,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
upon  the  like  trusts;  and  a term  of  1,000  years,  vested  in  John  Fildes  and 
Jonathan  Fildes,  to  attend  the  inheritance, was  thereby  assigned  and  surrendered 
by  them  to  the  above-named  trustees. 

The  property  belonging  to  this  charity  consists  of  two  public-houses  adjoin- 
ing each  other  in  Blackwater-street,  in  that  part  of  the  town  of  Rochdale 
which  lies  in  the  township  of  Spotland,  the  one  is  known  by  the  sign  of  the 

King’s  Head,  and  is  in  the  occupation  of Lord,  widow,  as  yearly  tenant, 

at  the  rent  of  501.  The  other  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Red  Lion,  and  is 
let  to  Edward  Ashworth,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  G6/.  a year.  The  buildings  are 
all  old,  and  stand  in  need  of  constant  repair,  the  expenses  of  which  are  defrayed 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity. 

The  premises  were  formerly  let  from  time  to  time  on  leases  for  terms  of  14 
years,  but  when  the  last  leases  expired,  about  seven  years  ago,  it  was  considered 
that  the  buildings  would  in  a short  time  require  a considerable  sum  of  money 
to  be  laid  out  upon  them,  and  it  was  therefore  thought  advisable  to  let  them 
to  yearly  tenants. 

An  Act  of  Parliament  has  lately  been  obtained  for  improving  this  part  of  the 
town  of  Rochdale,  and  a portion  of  one  of  the  houses  will  probably  be  re- 
quired to  enlarge  the  street.  The  sum  which  will  be  payable  to  the  trustees 
on  this  account  will,  it  is  expected,  enable  them  to  purchase  a small  piece  of 
ground  adjoining  that  house,  on  the  north,  and  it  is  intended  at  the  same 
time  to  put  the  whole  premises  into  complete  repair.  To  provide  a fund  for 
defraying  the  expenses  which  will  necessarily  be  incurred  on  this  occasion  a 
part  of  the  rents  has  been  lately  reserved  and  placed  in  the  bank  of  Messrs. 
Royds,  Smith  & Co.  in  Rochdale,  who  allow  interest  at  the  rate  of  5 per- 
cent. 

The  following  payments  have  however  been  made  out  of  the  income  : 

The  curate  of  the  chapelry  of  Todmorden  receives  20s.  per  annum,  but  lie 
is  seldom  permitted  to  preach  in  Rochdale  church,  according  to  the  intent  of 
the  donor. 

A sum  of  about  50/.  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  cloth,  a part  of  which, 
to  the  value  of  10/.,  is  in  the  first  instance  appropriated  to  the  poor  of  the 

township 
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township  of  Castleton,  and  the  remainder  is  divided  into  four  portions,  one  of  Rochdale, 

which  is  distributed  in  each  of  the  four  townships  of  Castleton,  Spotland,  Hun-  7 — 

dersfield  and  Butterworth.  The  cloth  is  provided  by  John  Elliott,  esquire,  Gar^^l^^arlty* 
who  acts  as  treasurer,  and  keeps  the  accounts,  and  the  cloth,  when  divided  as  v ^ ^ 

above  mentioned,  is  delivered  to  the  overseers  of  the  respective  townships,  who 
distribute  the  same,  with  the  assistance  of  one  of  the  trustees.  An  account  of 
the  distribution  is  afterwards  rendered  to  Mr.  Elliott. 

The  persons  selected  to  receive  the  benefit  of  this  charity  are  widows,  and 
such  other  poor  as  receive  little  or  no  relief  from  the  rates. 

There  is  also  paid  1/.  10s.  per  annum  for  the  insurance  of  the  premises. 

The  expenses  of  repairs  in  the  last  six  years  have  amounted  to  about  120/., 
the  residue  of  the  rents  has  been  placed,  as  already  stated,  in  the  bank  of 
Messrs.  Royds,  Smith  & Co.,  and  on  July  13th  1827,  the  sum  in  their  hands 
amounted  to  3.54/.  10s.,  and  there  was  a small  balance  of  2/.  18s.  Qd.,  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Elliott. 


Grantham’s  Charity. 

In  the  will  of  Dorothea  Holt  (an  account  of  whose  charity  will  be  given  Grantham’s 
hereafter,)  bearing  date  14th  December  1717,  it  is  recited,  that  her  mother,  Charity. 
Mrs.  Grantham , gave  30/.  by  her  will  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Castleton  and 
Rochdale,  and  that  such  legacy  had  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  her  the  said 
Dorothea  Holt,  and  that  the  interest  thereof  had  of  late  years  been  given  in 
baize  manteaus  to  six  poor  widows,  and  the  said  Dorothea  Holt,  therefore,  in 
satisfaction  thereof,  bequeathed  to  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  Rochdale, 
and  their  successors,  30/.  upon  trust,  that  the  interest  should  be  for  ever  disposed 
of  for  buying  so  many  good  and  handsome  new  baize  manteaus,  for  such  poor 
widows,  settled  inhabitants  within  Castleton  or  Rochdale,  not  exceeding  six  in 
number,  who  should  not  have  parochial  relief,  as  the  said  vicar  and  churchwar- 
dens, or  any  six  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the  vicar  should  always  be  one,  should 
from  time  to  time  appoint,  the  same  to  be  distributed  every  Christmas-day. 

The  above-mentioned  legacy  of  30/.  appears  to  have  been  subsequently 
increased  by  an  accumulation  of  interest  to  40/.  This  sum  was  paid  in  the  year 
1808  by  Mr.  Chadwick,  who  had  held  it  for  some  years,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Drake, 
the  late  vicar  of  Rochdale.  At  the  time  of  Dr.  Drake’s  death  in  1819,  as 
appears  from  the  accounts  of  this  charity  kept  by  him,  there  was  a balance  in 
his  hands  undisposed  of,  amounting  to  22/.  65.  8d.  From  the  period  of  his 
death  until  our  Inquiry  took  place  nothing  seems  to  have  been  known  of  this 
charity,  and  his  representatives  appear  to  have  been  wholly  ignorant  of  there 
having  been  any  money  in  respect  thereof  in  Dr.  Drake’s  hands.  The  circum- 
stances have  since  been  explained  by  the  Rev.  William  Robert  Hay,  the  present 
vicar,  to  Dr.  Drake’s  widow,  and  she  admits  the  correctness  of  the  following 
account,  and  has  engaged  to  pay  the  sum  which  appears  to  be  due,  in  the  course 
of  a few  months. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

Principal 

40 

- 

- 

Nine  years  interest  at  5 per-cent 
Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Dr.  Drake 

18 

— 

— 

22 

6 

8 

£.80  6 8 


It  is  proposed  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  to  place  out  this  sum  when 
received  on  some  good  security. 

Holt’s  Charity. 

Dorothea  Holt , by  her  Will  of  the  above  date,  bequeathed  to  the  vicar  and  Holt’s  Charity, 
churchwardens  of  Rochdale,  and  their  successors,  120/.  upon  trust,  to  lay  the 
same  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  the  profits  whereof  should  be  paid  and 
disposed  of  as  well  for  the  teaching  of  six  poor  girls,  settled  inhabitants  within 
Castleton,  or  the  town  of  Rochdale,  the  Church-catechism,  and  to  read,  knit 
and  sew,  as  also  for  the  buying  each  of  them  a new  baize  manteau,  a petticoat 
of  light-coloured  blue  baize  cloth,  at  their  first  entrance  into  the  school  every 
Christmas-day,  during  their  continuance  there.  And  she  directed  that  three  of 
the  said  girls  should  always  be  elected  out  of  Castleton,  and  the  other  three 
out  of  the  town  of  Rochdale,  from  amongst  such  of  the  poor  whose  parents 
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should  be  unable  to  educate  the  said  children  themselves,  and  that  every  of  the 
said  girls  at  their  going  from  school  should  have  given  them  a Bible,  Common 
Prayer  Book,  the  Whole  Duty  of  Man,  and  the  Christian  Monitor. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  16th  and  17th  January  1721, 
between  William  Ashton,  B.D.,  and  two  others,  devisees  of  James  Holt,  of  the 
first  part,  Frances  Winstanley,  and  others,  the  daughters  and  co-heirs  of  the  said 
James  Holt,  and  their  husbands,  of  the  second  part,  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Pigottr 
vicar,  and  George  Wood,  and  others,  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Rochdale, 
of  the  third  part ; reciting  the  will  of  the  said  Dorothea  Holt,  and  a power  of 
sale  given  to  the  said  William  Ashton  and  others,  parties  of  the  first  part,  the 
said  William  Ashton  and  others,  in  consideration  of  120/.  conveyed,  with  the 
consent  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  to  the  said  Henry  Pigott  and  othersr 
and  their  heirs,  a messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  called  Hogs- 
head, in  Spotland,  containing  by  estimation  7 5 acres,  customary  measure,  upon 
the  trusts  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Dorothea  Holt,  subject  to  an  indenture  of 
lease,  bearing  date  25th  March  1721,  made  by  the  said  devisees  and  co-heirs 
of  the  said  James  Holt  to  James  Butterworth,  for  the  term  of  999  years,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  61. 

By  the  lease  above  referred  to,  the  mines,  quarries  and  minerals  were  demised 
with  the  lands  above  mentioned,  to  the  said  James  Butterworth. 

The  yearly  rent  of  61.  is  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  Rochdale,  by  James 
Dearden,  esq.  who  purchased  part  of  the  farm  called  Hogshead,  subject  to 
this  payment.  Of  this  sum  there  is  paid  21.  65.  8 d.  per  annum  to  a school- 
mistress, appointed  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  from  the  town  of  Roch- 
dale, which  comprises  part  of  the  township  of  Castleton,  but  principally  from 
the  township  of  Castleton.  The  girls  are  instructed  without  any  charge  in 
reading,  knitting  and  sewing,  and  in  the  Church-catechism. 

The  residue  of  the  rent  is  laid  out  in  frocks  and  petticoats  for  the  six  girls, 
which  are  made  up  and  given  to  them,  generally  in  the  month  of  August.  No 
part  of  the  charity  is  applied  in  books,  the  income  not  being  more  than  suffi- 
cient for  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  now  applied. 

Kenyon’s  Charity. 

John  Kenyon , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  26th  January  1789,  after  directing 
that  certain  real  estates  should  be  sold,  and  monies  due  on  mortgage  called  in, 
and  bequeathing  several  legacies  to  be  paid  by  his  executors  as  soon  as  the 
money  should  come  to  their  hands,  gave  all  his  personal  estate  of  any  kind 
whatsoever  to  John  Wallis  and  Matthew  Brown,  whom  he  appointed  his  execu- 
tors, on  trust,  to  reduce  into  money  all  such  parts  thereof  as  should  not  be  in 
money  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  out  of  his  personal  estate  to  pay  all  his 
debts  and  legacies,  funeral  and  testamentary  expenses,  and  to  pay  the  residue 
thereof  into  the  hands  of  the  vicar  of  Rochdale,  and  four  other  reputable  and 
substantial  inhabitants  or  housekeepers  of  the  township  of  Rochdale,  to  be 
nominated  by  his  said  executors,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  invest  the  same 
in  the  public  funds,  or  on  mortgage,  and  that  the  trustees  for  the  time  being 
should  apply  the  interest  or  annual  produce  thereof,  as  the  same  should  be 
received,  towards  the  placing  out  such  and  so  many  poor  children,  as  well  boys 
as  girls,  being  children  of  settled  inhabitants  of  the  said  township  of  Rochdale, 
apprentices  to  any  trade  or  profession,  as  they  in  their  judgment  should  think 
the  most  fit  and  deserving  objects.  And  he  directed  that  the  vicar  of  the  said 
parish  should  always  be  one  of  the  trustees,  and  that  upon  the  death  of  any  one 
or  more  of  the  other  trustees,  or  in  case  any  one  of  them  should  decline  or 
become  incapable  of  acting,  the  said  vicar,  and  the  remaining  trustees  or  trustee, 
might,  by  any  writing  under  their  hands,  appoint  one  or  more  reputable  and 
substantial  housekeepers  within  the  said  township  of  Rochdale  to  act  in  his 
or  their  room  ; and  that  the  trust-monies  should  be  assigned  to  such  new 
trustees  and  the  former  trustees  ; and  he  further  directed  that  it  might  be 
lawful  for  the  said  trustees,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  meet  from  time  to  time  to 
transact  business  relative  to  the  disposal  of  the  said  trust-money,  and  the  due 
execution  of  the  said  trusts,  one  day’s  previous  notice  being  given  to  all  the 
trustees  for  the  time  being  ; and  that  the  trustees  so  met,  being  three  at  least, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  have  full  power  to  make  such  rules  and 
orders  as  should  in  their  judgment  be  most  conducive  for  carrying  on  the 
charitable  purposes  aforesaid,  according  to  the  intent  of  his  will  -t  and  he 
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directed  that  the  orders  and  resolutions  of  the  trustees,  and  the  names  of  all 
such  children  as  should  be  placed  out,  the  amount  of  the  sums  respectively 
paid  with  them,  and  the  times  when  and  to  whom  and  for  what  service  or  term 
they  should  be  so  placed  out,  should  be  fairly  entered  in  proper  books  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose,  and  from  time  to  time  deposited  in  a chest  belonging  to 
the  parish-church  of  Rochdale,  or  some  other  secure  place,  so  as  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  might  have  liberty  to  inspect  and  take  extracts  there- 
from, at  all  seasonable  times  when  they  should  think  proper,  and  power  was 
given  to  the  trustees  to  deduct  all  expenses  which  they  might  necessarily  be 
put  to  in  execution  of  the  said  trusts. 

Upon  this  will  a difficulty  occurred  as  to  what  the  testator  intended  by  the 
township  of  Rochdale,  there  being  no  township  so  called,  and  the  persons 
who  were  appointed  trustees  by  the  executors  declined  acting  under  the 
terms  of  the  will  without  the  sanction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  An  infor- 
mation was  accordingly  filed  about  the  year  1797)  and  it  was  decided  that 
the  parish  of  Rochdale  was  intended  by  the  testator,  and  it  was  referred  to 
one  of  the  Masters  of  that  court  to  take  an  account  of  the  testator’s  property, 
upon  which  it  appeared  that  about  one  half  of  it  consisted  of  money  secured 
by  mortgage,  or  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  estates  directed  to  be  sold, 
and  that  therefore  as  to  so  much  of  his  personal  property,  the  bequest  was 
void  under  the  statute  of  9 Geo.  2.  c.  36.  After  the  usual  advertisements 
in  the  Gazette  no  persons  appearing  who  were  able  to  substantiate  a claim  to 
this  portion  of  the  testator’s  effects,  the  same  was  declared  to  have  become 
forfeited  to  the  Crown.  A petition  was  thereupon  presented  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  whole  was  granted  to  the  trustees,  and  the  following  deed 
was  executed  accordingly. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  7th  September  1826,  between  George  Maule, 
esq.  solicitor  for  His  Majesty’s  Treasury,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Rev.  William 
Robert  Hay,  vicar  of  Rochdale,  John  Entwisle,  Clement  Royds,  esquires,  the 
Rev.  William  James  Farrington,  and  Abraham  Wood,  trustees  for  the  purposes 
thereinafter  mentioned,  of  the  other  part,  reciting,  that  by  a Warrant  under  His 
Majesty’s  Sign  Manual,  bearing  date  3d  August  1826,  upon  a petition  of  the 
said  trustees,  His  said  Majesty  directed  that  the  said  George  Maule  should,  out 
of  the  sums  then  in  his  hands,  or  any  other  sum  which  he  might  have  received 
after  the  5th  of  January  then  last,  or  should  thereafter  receive  for  dividends 
on  the  sum  of  3,01 6/.  11  s.  three  per-cent  Consolidated  Bank  Annuities,  in  the 
said  warrant  mentioned,  pay  the  costs  and  expenses  therein  mentioned,  and 
should  invest  the  residue  in  the  names  of  the  said  William  Robert  Hay  and 
others,  and  should  also  transfer  into  their  names  the  said  sum  of  3,016/.  11  s. 
three  per-cent  annuities,  in  trust,  that  they,  or  the  trustees  thereof  for  the  time 
beingj  should  apply  the  dividends  towards  the  binding  and  placing  out  so 
many  poor  children,  as  well  boys  as  girls,  being  the  children  of  settled  inhabit- 
ants of  and  belonging  to  any  or  either  of  the  townships  of  Hundersfiekl,  Spot- 
land,  Butterworth,  and  Castleton,  in  the  parish  of  Rochdale,  as  apprentices  to 
any  trade  or  profession  Us  the  said  trustees  in  their  discretion  should  think 
the  most  fit  and  deserving  objects,  having  regard  to  the  population  of  the  said 
townships,  the  circumstances  of  such  poor  children,  and  the  funds  to  be  from 
time  to  time  distributable  in  the  hands  of  the  said  trustees  ; and  that  the  said 
trustees  should  execute  a proper  instrument  for  declaring  the  trusts  aforesaid 
which  should  contain  a power  for  the  appointment  of  new  trustees,  so  that  they 
should  always  consist  of  the  vicar  and  four  other  reputable  and  substantial  inha- 
bitants or  housekeepers  of  the  said  parish,  to  be  appointed,  as  vacancies  should 
occur,  by  the  survivors;  and  if  there  should  be  no  such  trustee,  then  by  the  vicar 
for  the  time  being  ; and  it  was  provided,  that  the  said  instrument  should  be 
approved  of  by  the  solicitor  for  His  Majesty’s  Treasury ; and  further  reciting, 
that  the  said  George  Maule  had,  out  of  the  dividends  he  had  received,  paid 
the  costs  as  directed  by  the  said  warrant ; and  that  the  residue  thereof,  amount- 
ing to  46/.  14s.  5d.  had  been  invested  in  the  purchase  of  59/.  4s.  8 d.  three 
per-cent  consols,  in  the  names  of  the  said  trustees ; and  that  the  said  sum  of 
3,016/.  11s.  three  per-cent  consols  had  been  also  transferred  into  their  names, 
the  said  William  Robert  Hay  and  others  declared  that  they  were  possessed  of 
the  said  stock,  amounting  to  3,075/.  15s.  8 d.  upon  the  trusts  above  mentioned  ; 
and  it  was  thereby  declared  and  agreed  that  trustees  should  be  appointed  from 
Rep.  19.  N n lime 


Rochdale. 

Kenyon’s  Charity, 
continued , 


a 


Rochdale. 


Kenyon’s  Charity, 
continued. 


<278  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

time  to  time  as  vacancies  should  occur,  in  such  manner  as  directed  by  the  said 
warrant. 

The  amount  of  the  residue  of  the  testator’s  personal  property,  which  was  not 
affected  by  the  Statute  of  9 Geo.  2,  and  which  was  accordingly  paid  over  to 
the  trustees  in  the  first  instance  by  the  executors,  was  about  1,700/.  and  it  was 
invested  in  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant-general  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  dividends  arising  thereon  were  from  time  to  time 
invested  in  like  manner.  The  stock  so  purchased,  except  a part  which  was 
sold  out,  and  applied  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in 
the  payment  of  costs,  was  afterwards  transferred  into  the  names  of  the  above- 
mentioned  trustees,  and  there  was  purchased  in  November  1826,  with  the  sum 
of  273/.  10s.  8 d.  which  remained  after  the  payment  of  the  above-mentioned 
costs,  and  a sum  of  7 2/.  5 s.  5d.  added  thereto  out  of  the  growing  income, 
443/.  14  s.  11  d.  like  stock. 

The  amount  of  the  stock  derived  from  the  several  sources  above  mentioned, 
and  now  standing  in  the  names  of  the  five  trustees  named  in  the  indenture 
of  1826,  is  6,365/.  17s.  Sd.  three  per-cent  consols,  producing  annual  dividends 
to  the  amount  of  190/.  19-5.  6d. 

In  the  year  1826  the  proceedings  in  Chancery  were  brought  to  a final  close, 
and  the  dividends  on  the  stock  have  been  since  received  by  John  Elliott,  esq. 
solicitor  of  Rochdale,  who  has  been  appointed  law-agent  to  the  trustees,  and  is 
allowed  51.  5 s.  a year  as  a recompense  for  his  trouble. 

The  trustees  meet  every  second  Tuesday  in  January,  and  every  second 
Tuesday  in  July,  public  notice  being  first  given  in  the  Rochdale  Newspaper. 

The  trustees  having  taken  into  consideration  the  population  of  the  four 
townships  of  Rochdale  above  mentioned,  have  directed  that  the  whole  income 
should  be  divided  into  seven  parts,  that  three  parts  should  be  appropriated  to 
the  township  of  Hundersfield,  two  to  the  township  of  Spotland,  and  one  to  each 
of  the  townships  of  Castleton  and  Butterworth.  There  had  been  but  one 
application  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry,  July  1827,  for  the  benefit  of  an  appren- 
tice-fee, which  the  trustees  had  approved  of,  as  falling  properly  within  the 
object  of  the  charity.  With  this  boy  a premium  of  15/.  has  been  paid,  and  51. 
was  expended  in  providing  him  with  clothes. 

Out  of  the  dividends  which  had  been  received  by  Mr.  Elliott  up  to  the  time 
of  our  Inquiry,  amounting  to  2 65/.  13s.  4 d.  he  had  retained,  by  order  of  the 
trustees,  97 /•  16s.  4>d.  the  amount  of  two  bills  for  professional  business  which 
he  had  done  on  account  of  the  charity,  and  51.  5 s.  for  his  allowance  as  law- 
clerk,  and  72/.  5s.  5d.  had  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  stock  as  already 
mentioned.  The  sum  of  85  /.  had  been  placed  in  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Jones 
and  Loyd,  of  Manchester,  and  there  remained  in  Mr.  Elliott’s  hands  2/.  2s.  6d. 
The  residue  had  been  expended  in  casual  expenses,  the  money  paid  with  the 
boy  who  was  placed  out  apprentice  not  having  been  at  the  time  above  men- 
tioned entered  in  the  accounts. 


Whitworth’s  Charity. 

Whitworth's  Betty  Whitworth,  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  11th  September  1817,  and 
Charity.  proved  at  Chester,  November  1822,  bequeathed  out  of  her  personal  estate, 
100/.  to  her  brother-in-law  Alexander  Hill,  his  executors,  &c.,  upon  trust,  that 
he  should  invest  the  same  on  real  or  government  security,  and  should  dispose 
of  the  clear  yearly  produce  thereof  as  follows  ; one  moiety  in  the  purchasing 
of  woollen  cloth,  of  such  quality,  as  he,  his  executors,  &c.,  should  think 
proper,  to  be  distributed  yearly  on  Christmas-day,  in  the  Free  Grammar  School, 
or  some  other  convenient  and  proper  place,  amongst  such  poor,  old  and 
infirm  women,  residing  within  the  parish  of  Rochdale,  and  in  such  propor- 
tions as  they  should  think  fit ; and  should  pay  the  other  moiety  in  aid  of  the 
school  in  Rochdale,  formed  under  the  establishment  of  the  Church  of  England, 
on  Dr.  Bell’s  system ; and  if  the  said  school  should  be  discontinued,  she 
directed  that  the  whole  interest  or  produce  of  the  said  100/.,  should  be  laid 
out  in  the  purchase  of  woollen  cloth,  to  be  distributed  as  aforesaid ; and  she 
appointed  the  vicar  of  Rochdale  for  the  time  being  to  be  a trustee  with 
the  said  Alexander  Hill,  his  executors  and  administrators,  and  empowered  the 
said  vicar  for  the  time  being  to  nominate  from  time  to  time  another  trustee  or 
trustees,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  $ and  she  directed  her  executors  to  pay  out 
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of  her  personal  estate,  yearly,  for  ever,  to  the  curate  for  the  time  being  of  the 
parish-church  of  Rochdale,  the  sum  of  1/.  Is.,  upon  condition  that  he  should 
yearly  preach  a sermon  in  the  said  church  upon  the  feast  of  the  Assumption, 
if  permitted  so  to  do. 

Alexander  Hill,  the  executor  named  in  Mrs.  Whitworth’s  will,  declined 
acting  as  trustee,  and  accordingly  paid  the  sum  of  90/.,  retaining  10/.  for  the 
legacy-duty,  to  the  Rev.  William  Robert  Hay,  the  vicar. 

This  sum  was  invested  by  Mr.  Hay  in  the  purchase  of  108/.  stock,  three 
per-cent  consols,  in  the  names  of  himself,  John  Entwisle  and  George  Walmsley, 
esquires,  whom  he  appointed  co-trustees  with  himself. 

The  dividends,  amounting  to  31.  45.  10 d.  per  annum,  are  received  by 
Messrs.  Rawson  and  Co.  bankers,  at  Rochdale,  and  the  whole  amount  has  been 
hitherto  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  National  School,  an  establishment  which 
is  principally  supported  by  voluntary  contributions. 

One  moiety  of  the  dividends  ought,  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
testatrix,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  woollen  cloth  for  the  poor. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BUTTERWORTH. 

Milnrow  School. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  18th  and  19th  August 
1726,  between  Richard  Townley,  of  the  first  part ; Alexander  Butterxvortli , of 
the  second  part,  and  William  Buckley,  John  Halliwell,  John  Starky,  John 
Dawson  and  Jonathan  Dawson,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that  the  said 
Alexander  Butterworth  had  theretofore  purposed  to  erect  a school,  and  found 
it  for  education  of  youth,  at  or  near  the  village  of  Milnrow,  within  Butter- 
worth, but  had,  before  the  same  was  accomplished,  by  indentures  of  lease  and 
release,  granted  all  his  real  estate  in  Butterworth  and  elsewhere,  unto  or  in 
trust  for  the  said  Richard  Townley,  and  his  heirs ; and  further  reciting  that  the 
said  Richard  Townley  had,  since  the  executing  of  the  said  indentures,  erected 
two  bays  of  good  stone  building  in  Milnrow,  with  intent  to  convert  and  settle 
the  same  for  a school-house,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  said  Alexander 
Butterworth  ; the  said  Richard  Townley,  at  the  request  of  the  said  Alexander 
Butterworth,  granted  and  conveyed  to  the  said  Alexander  Butterworth,  and 
the  said  William  Buckley  and  others,  parties  of  the  third  part,  and  their  heirs, 
a messuage  or  building  of  stone,  containing  two  bays  lately  erected  by  the  said 
Richard  Townley,  in  Milnrow  aforesaid,  near  the  west  end  of  the  chapel  there, 
with  the  appurtenances,  and  a messuage  and  tenement  with  the  appurtenances, 
called  Croft-head  ; a messuage  and  tenement  with  the  appurtenances,  called 
Crawshaw ; another  messuage  or  tenement,  called  Calliards,  all  in  Butterworth, 
(which  three  last-mentioned  messuages  and  tenements  were  parcel  of  the  estate 
of  the  said  Alexander  Butterworth,  conveyed  by  the  said  indentures  to,  or  in 
trust  for,  the  said  Richard  Townley,)  upon  trust,  as  to  the  said  new  erected 
house  or  building  of  stone,  that  it  should  be  for  ever  thereafter  used  as  a 
school-house,  wherein  youth  should  be  taught  English,  writing  and  arithmetic, 
by  such  a Protestant  schoolmaster  as  from  time  to  time  should  be  nominated 
by  the  said  Richard  Townley,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  being  owners  of  the  capital 
messuage  called  Belfield  Hall,  in  Butterworth  ; and  as  to  the  said  three 
messuages  and  tenements  called  Crofthead,  Crawshaw  and  Calliards,  to  the 
intent  that  the  said  Alexander  Butterworth  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  should 
receive  and  take  an  annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  20/.  in  trust,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  such  Protestant  schoolmaster  as  from  time  to  time  should  be  nomi- 
nated as  aforesaid,  upon  condition  that  such  schoolmaster  should  diligently 
and  faithfully  teach  the  children  of  all  persons,  settled  inhabitants  within  But- 
terworth, as  well  to  read  English,  as  in  writing  and  arithmetic,  without  taking 
or  demanding  any  other  wages  or  reward  whatsoever ; and  a power  was  given 
to  the  said  trustees  and  their  heirs  to  distrain  for  the  said  rent  in  case  of  non- 
payment ; and  as  to  the  inheritance  of  the  said  three  messuages  and  tenement, 
subject  to  the  said  yearly  rent  of  20/.,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Richard  Townley 
and  his  heirs  : and  the  said  Richard  Townley  covenanted,  whenever  the  office 
of  schoolmaster  should  be  vacant,  to  appoint  a fit  person  to  supply  the  place 
within  three  months  ; and  it  was  provided,  that  in  default  of  such  appointment, 
the  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  appoint  a fit  person  for 
schoolmaster,  and  that  whenever  the  number  of  trustees  should  be  reduced  to 
three,  or  fewer,  the  survivors  should  elect  and  convey  the  premises  to  the  use 
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of  themselves,  and  so  many  more  fit  persons  as  should  make  up  the  number  of 
seven,  upon  the  like  trusts. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  18th  and  19th  March 
1825,  reciting  the  indentures  of  lease  and  release  of  1726,  above  abstracted, 
and  a subsequent  conveyance  to  new  trustees  in  1792,  James  Taylor,  the  heir 
of  Edmund  Taylor,  deceased,  who  was  the  last  surviving  trustee,  conveyed  the 
said  premises  to  the  use  of  the  Reverend  William  Hodgson,  incumbent  of 
Milnrow  Chapel,  John  Entwisle,  John  Beswick,  Robert  Sutcliffe,  John  Whittle, 
James  Whitworth,  and  Edmund  Taylor,  their  heirs  and  assigns. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  school  consists  of  the  rentcharge  of  20/.,  which 
is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  by  the  agents  of  Richard  Greaves  Townley,  esquire, 
the  present  owner  of  the  farm  called  Crawshaw,  being  one  of  those  which  are 
charged  with  the  payment  by  the  indentures  of  1726. 

There  is  also  a sum  of  140/.  the  amount  of  the  rentcharge  for  seven  years 
from  1789  to  1796,  during  which  period  the  school  was  vacant.  This  money 
is  in  the  hands  of  John  Entwisle,  esquire,  and  is  secured  by  a promissory  note, 
bearing  date  5th  January  1803,  and  7/.  a year  is  paid  as  the  interest  thereof  to 
the  schoolmaster. 

The  school  is  kept  in  the  building  erected  for  the  purpose  by  Richard 
Townley,  near  the  old  chapel,  which  is  kept  in  repair  at  the  expense  of  the 
township.  The  schoolmaster  is  appointed  by  the  trustees,  and  is  required  to 
teach  20  poor  children  of  the  township  of  Butterworth,  in  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic,  without  any  charge  to  their  parents.  The  number  is  always  kept 
up,  and  the  master  has  other  scholars,  who  pay  for  their  instruction. 

Hill’s  Charities  for  Hollingworth  and  Ogden  Schools,  &c. 

Jolm  Hill,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  31st  August  1727,  devised  his  estates  in 
Hollingworth,  and  in  Ogden  within  Butterworth,  to  certain  persons  therein 
named  for  their  lives  ; and  he  directed  that,  after  their  decease,  the  rents  of  the 
land  in  Ogden  should  be  paid  as  follows  ; viz.  12/.  to  a schoolmaster  for  ever  to 
teach  there  a free  school,  and  of  the  overplus,  20s.,  to  the  parson  that  should 
preach  at  Milnrow  Chapel,  and  the  remainder  to  clothe  poor  children  as  far  as 
it  would  extend;  and,  touching  his  estate  in  Hollingworth,  that  13/.  a year 
should  be  paid  to  a schoolmaster  to  teach  there  a free  school ; and  he  gave  the 
overplus  unto  poor  children  for  clothes  as  far  as  it  would  extend  ; and  he  put  in 
trust  the  yearly  officers  for  the  lordship-side  of  Butterworth,  with  two  or  three 
of  the  heads  in  the  township  for  the  schoolmaster  and  the  poor  of  Ogden,  and 
the  yearly  officers  for  the  freehold-side  of  Butterworth,  with  two  or  three  of  the 
heads  in  the  town  assisting  them,  for  the  schoolmaster  and  the  poor  in  Holling- 
worth ; the  schoolmaster  for  both  places  to  be  put  in  at  the  discretion  of  the 
officers,  or  the  major  part  of  the  heads  of  the  town  ; and  after  the  payment  of 
several  legacies,  he  left  the  remaining  part  of  his  personal  estate  to  the  officers, 
with  two  or  three  of  the  heads  of  the  town,  at  their  discretion,  to  clothe  poor 
children  in  sad  green  cloth  yearly. 

The  earliest  conveyance  to  new  trustees  of  the  premises  in  Ogden  and  Hol- 
lingworth appears  to  have  been  by  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date 
5th  and  6th  October  1803,  whereby  James  Scholefield  and  two  others,  described 
as  late  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Butterworth,  and  Benjamin 
Greenwood,  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  said  township,  in  pursuance  of 
an  order  of  the  court  of  Chancery,  made  30th  November  1802,  in  a suit  instituted 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  master  of  the  Ogden  School  removed,  and  other 
purposes,  conveyed  the  above-mentioned  premises,  in  Ogden  and  Hollingworth, 
to  Edmund  Taylor,  Henry  Wood,  James  Butterworth,  and  John  Milne,  trustees 
appointed  by  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  and  their  heirs  ; and  it  was  provided, 
that  whenever  either  of  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  should  die,  or  be  desirous 
to  be  discharged  from  the  trusts,  or  refuse  to  act  in  execution  of  the  same,  it 
should  be  lawful  for  the  remaining  or  other  of  the  said  trustees,  or  the  heirs, 
executors,  or  administrators  of  the  survivor,  to  nominate  any  other  person  to  be 
a trustee  in  his  stead,  and  that  whenever  any  one  of  the  trustees  for  the  time 
being  should  desire  to  be  discharged  from  the  trust,  it  should  be  lawful  for  him 
to  assign  and  give  up  his  interest  in  the  trust-estate,  and  that  every  new  trustee 
so  appointed  to  act  with  the  former  trustees  should  have  full  power  to  nominate 
other  new  trustees. 
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Of  the  trustees  named  in  the  indentures  of  1803,  above  abstracted,  John 
Sutcliffe,  Henry  Wood,  James  Butterworth,  and  John  Milne,  are  still  living. 

In  the  year  1825,  upon  the  death  of  Edmund  Taylor,  who  had  previously  Hill’s  Charities  for 
acted  as  treasurer,  Henry  Wood  was  in  his  absence  appointed  to  succeed  him  in  o^den Schools 
that  office,  but  he  declined  accepting  it,  and  expressed  his  desire  to  resign  the  S(  Continued.  C > 
trust.  The  three  other  surviving  trustees,  about  the  same  period,  declared 
their  intention  of  resigning  the  trust,  and  have  never  acted  since  that  period. 

In  consequence  of  this  occurrence,  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  hamlets 
of  Ogden  and  Hollingworth  was  held,  notice  having  been  first  given  to  the 
trustees,  two  of  whom,  viz.  John  Sutcliffe  and  John  Milne  attended.  At  this 
meeting  several  persons  proposed  themselves,  or  were  proposed  by  others,  as 
trustees  for  this  charity,  and  it  was  ultimately  agreed  that  the  Reverend  William 
Hodgson,  the  incumbent  of  the  chapelry  of  Milnrow,  in  which  the  hamlet  of 
Ogden  is  situate,  John  Whittle,  Edward  Clegg,  John  Scholfield,  and  Robert 
Sutcliffe,  should  be  appointed  ; and  directions  were  given  to  John  Lee,  solicitor, 
of  Rochdale,  to  prepare  a deed  whereby  the  four  surviving  trustees  should 
convey  the  property  belonging  to  the  charity  to  the  persons  above  named. 

Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release  were  accordingly  prepared,  the  latter  bear- 
ing date  29th  December  1825,  between  John  Sutcliffe,  Henry  Wood,  and  James 
Butterworth,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Reverend  William  Hodgson,  John 
Whittle,  Edward  Clegg,  John  Scholfield,  and  Robert  Sutcliffe,  of  the  other 
part,  whereby,  reciting  the  deed  of  1803,  and  further  reciting,  that  since  the 
execution  thereof  two  of  the  said  trustees,  viz.  Edmund  Taylor  and  John  Milne 
were  dead,  and  that  the  three  surviving  trustees  were  desirous  of  relinquishing 
their  trust,  and  had  in  pursuance  of  the  power  given  them  by  the  decree  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  in  obedience  thereto,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
recited  indentures  of  1803,  named  and  appointed  the  said  William  Hodgson 
and  others  trustees,  and  had  agreed  to  convey  the  charity-estate  to  them  j 
the  said  John  Sutcliffe  and  others,  parties  of  the  first  part,  conveyed  the  said 
premises  to  the  said  William  Hodgson  and  others,  parties  of  the  second  part, 
and  their  heirs,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  will  of  John  Hill,  with  the  same 
proviso  as  to  appointing  new  trustees  as  in  the  former  deed. 

In  this  indenture  it  is  recited  that  John  Milne  was  dead,  which  is  not  the 
fact,  and  consequently  if  the  conveyance  had  been  executed  by  the  other  par- 
ties John  Milne  would  not  have  been  divested  of  his  interest  as  trustee  in  these 
premises.  Subsequently,  however,  to  the  preparing  this  deed,  two  of  the  old 
trustees  became  dissatisfied  with  the  appointment  which  took  place  at  the 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  in  1825,  and  declined  executing  the  deeds. 

Such  was  the  situation  of  the  charity,  with  respect  to  the  trustees  thereof,  at 
the  period  of  our  Inquiry ; but  it  appeared  to  us  that  as  all  the  old  trustees  had 
once  renounced  the  trust,  and  had  acquiesced  in  the  nomination  of  new  trustees 
at  a public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  they  were  precluded  from  resuming  the 
office,  and  were  bound  to  execute  the  conveyance  which  was  prepared,  and  in 
consequence  of  our  suggestions  on  this  point,  the  deed  having  been  altered  with 
respect  to  the  recital  of  the  death  of  John  Milne,  he  has  been  made  a party 
thereto,  and  it  has  been  executed  by  him  and  James  Butterworth,  but  Henry 
Wood  has  not  yet  been  prevailed  upon  to  do  so.  John  Sutcliffe,  and  the  other 
parties  who  had  signed  the  deed  in  its  original  state,  have  re-executed  it. 

After  the  meeting  held  in  1825  John  Whittle  was  appointed  treasurer,  and 
a balance  was  then  paid  over  to  him  as  more  particularly  stated  hereafter.  He 
soon  became  insolvent,  and  the  rents  have  been  since  received,  and  the  dis- 
bursements made,  by  Robert  Sutcliffe,  who  has  acted  as  treasurer,  and  kept  the 
accounts. 

The  property  devised  by  the  testator  in  Ogden  consists  of  a farm-house,  with 
outbuildings,  and  about  30  acres  of  land,  now  let  to  Joshua  Platt  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  52/.  This  letting  took  place  in  June  1825,  when  it  wTas  agreed  that  the 
tenant  should  lay  upon  the  land  400  loads  of  lime  of  four  or  five  bushels  each, 
three  fourths  of  which  was  to  be  paid  for  by  the  trustees,  and  there  was  an 
understanding  between  the  parties,  that  in  consideration  of  the  expenses  to  be 
incurred  by  the  tenant  he  was  to  hold  the  land  for  10  years  at  the  same  rent, 
provided  he  farmed  it  in  a husbandlike  manner.  These  appear  to  be  fair  terms. 

For  some  years  previously  to  1825  the  old  trustees  were  unable  to  let  this 
farm  to  advantage,  and  the  then  treasurer,  Edmund  Taylor,  stocked  it,  and 
Rep.  19.  N n 3 ' managed 
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Rochdale. 


Hill’s  Charities  for 
Hollingworth  and 
Ogden  Schools,  &c., 
continued. 


managed  it  himself,  bringing  the  clear  proceeds  to  the  account  of  the 
charity. 

There  is  also  a cottage,  let  to Broadbent,  widow,  at  a fair  rent  of 

2/.  105. 

Out  of  the  rents  above  mentioned,  now  amounting  to  54/.  10 s.  per  annum, 
there  is  paid  205.  yearly  to  the  incumbent  of  Milnrow  Chapel,  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  testator. 

There  is  also  paid  to  a schoolmaster  a salary  of  2 51.  An  account  of  the 
application  of  the  surplus  rents  will  be  given  hereafter. 

The  present  master  was  appointed  in  1819,  his  salary  was  then  fixed  at  2 51., 
and  he  was  to  have  the  use  of  a school-room  and  the  rooms  under  it  rent-free. 
In  respect  of  these  emoluments  he  engaged  to  teach  free  20  poor  children  of 
the  township  of  Butter  worth,  and  he  was  to  be  at  liberty  to  take  20  others,  for 
whose  instruction  he  was  to  be  paid  by  their  parents.  The  school-premises  have 
been  since  rebuilt,  and  consist  of  a dwelling-house  and  school-room. 

Twenty  poor  children  of  the  township  of  Butterworth  are  nominated  to  the 
school  by  the  trustees,  who  meet  for  this  purpose  on  the  first  Sunday  in  every 
month.  They  are  instructed  in  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  without  any 
charge  to  their  parents,  and  they  are  occasionally  examined  by  the  incumbent 
of  Milnrow  chapel. 

The  property  devised  by  the  testator  in  Hollingworth  consists  of, 

1.  A house,  which  has  been  used  for  at  least  50  years  by  the  overseers  of  the 
township  of  Butterworth  as  a workhouse.  No  rent  has  been  paid  for  these  pre- 
mises as  far  back  as  can  be  remembered.  It  is  stated  that  10/.  a year  would  be 
a fair  rent ; this  the  inhabitants  have  agreed  to  pay,  and  we  are  informed  that 
since  the  period  of  our  Inquiry  half-a-y ear’s  rent  has  been  received  from  the 
overseers. 

2.  A barn  and  about  two  acres  of  land,  let  to  Mary  Shore,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  a good  rent  of  13/. 

There  is  also  the  sum  of  13/.  25.  0 Id.  paid  yearly  by  the  Rochdale  Canal 
Company,  for  land  taken  for  a reservoir  and  other  works. 

This  payment  is  secured  by  indenture,  bearing  date  2Gth  December  1807, 
between  Edmund  Taylor,  Henry  Wood,  James  Butterworth,  John  Sutcliffe,  and 
John  Milne,  described  as  trustees  of  certain  premises  in  Hollingworth  under  the 
will  of  John  Hill,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Company  of  Proprietors  of  the  Roch- 
dale Canal,  of  the  other  part,  whereby  the  said  trustees  granted  to  the  said  com- 
pany a close  called  the  Workhouse  Meadow,  containing  1a.  3r.  12p.  ; a parcel 
of  land  separated  therefrom  by  the  Hollingworth  Brook,  called  the  Croft,  con- 
taining Oa.  1 r.  34p.  ; another  small  plot  of  ground  called  the  Square  Field,  and 
the  south  side  of  Bare  Hill  Meadow,  containing,  with  the  drain  through  the  same, 
and  the  slopes,  1a.  Or.  7p->  (all  which  premises  were  situate  in  the  township  of 
Butterworth,  and,  including  the  site  of  the  dwelling-house,  engine-house,  and 
other  buildings  erected  thereon  by  the  said  company,  contained  3a.  1r.  13p., 
of  seven  yards  to  the  perch,)  to  the  use  of  the  said  company,  and  their  succes- 
sors, by  virtue  and  according  to  the  intent  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  passed  for 
making  and  maintaining  the  said  canal,  paying  to  the  said  trustees  and  their 
successors  the  yearly  rent  of  13/.  25.  0 \ d.  at  Christmas  and  Midsummer,  clear 
of  all  deductions,  with  power  of  distress  in  case  of  nonpayment. 

Out  of  the  rents  above  mentioned,  hitherto  amounting  to  26/.  2 s.  Of  cl.,  and 
the  surplus  funds  of  the  Ogden  estate,  there  is  paid  to  a schoolmaster  in  Hol- 
lingworth a salary  of  2 51.  a year,  and  51.  a year  as  a gratuity. 

The  present  master  was  appointed  by  the  new  trustees  in  1825,  and  in  res- 
pect of  the  payments  above  mentioned,  and  the  benefit  of  a school  and  dwelling- 
house,  which  were  built  about  20  years  ago,  he  is  required  to  instruct  20  poor 
children  of  Butterworth,  who  are  nominated  by  the  trustees,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  scholars  in  the  Ogden  school.  These  children  are  also  taught 
reading,  writing  and  accounts,  without  any  charge,  and  are  occasionally  exa- 
mined by  the  incumbent  of  Milnrow  chapel.  The  master  is  permitted  to  take 
15  other  scholars,  for  whose  instruction  he  makes  his  own  charges. 

The  rents  of  the  Ogden  and  Hollingworth  estates  are  carried  by  the  trea- 
surer to  one  account,  out  of  which,  in  the  first  place,  the  several  payments  above 
mentioned  are  made  to  the  incumbent  of  Milnrow  chapel,  and  the  masters  of 
the  Ogden  and  Hollingsworth  schools.  The  residue  has  been  hitherto  applied 
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in  payment  of  the  general  expenses  of  the  trust,  and  in  repairs  and  buildings  Rochdale, 
upon  the  two  estates  indiscriminately.  — 

In  April  1825,  when  the  new  trustees  were  appointed,  John  Whittle  was  Hollingworth  and 
appointed  treasurer,  and  he  received  a balance  of  62/.  3 s.  11  d.  which  was  Ogden Schools, &c., 
then  in  the  treasurer’s  box.  Soon  afterwards  Mr.  Whittle  became  embarrassed,  continued. 
and  left  the  country.  He  never  made  up  his  accounts  ; it  is  supposed,  how-  ' >■'  ' 

ever,  that  during  the  time  he  was  treasurer,  considerable  expenses  having  been 
incurred  in  repairing  the  house  in  Ogden,  and  in  purchasing  lime  for  the  farm, 
he  expended  the  whole  of  the  money  he  received,  except  about  5 /. 

The  present  treasurer,  Robert  Sutcliffe,  was  appointed  in  November  1825,  and 
it  appears  from  his  accounts  that  he  has  received  rents  to  the  amount  of 
80/.  9s.  lid.,  of  which  he  has  expended  70/.  Is.  8 d.,  leaving  a balance  in  his 
hands  of  10/.  8s.  3d.  Of  the  sum  of  701.  Is.  8 d.,  about  50/.  has  been  paid 
to  the  incumbent  of  the  chapelry,  and  the  schoolmaster,  and  the  rest,  except  a 
few  casual  expenses,  has  been  expended  in  repairs  at  the  two  school-houses. 

No  part  of  the  income  has  been  applied  in  clothing  for  the  poor  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  donor,  but  we  are  assured  that  all  the  buildings  upon 
the  estates  are  now  in  good  condition,  except  that  the  Hollingworth  school 
requires  a new  roof,  and  consequently  there  will  in  future  be  a surplus  avail- 
able for  this  branch  of  the  charity. 

The  accounts  of  the  two  estates  ought  properly  to  be  kept  separate,  so  that 
the  poor  of  Ogden  and  Hollingworth  should  receive  the  surplus  rents  of  the 
estate  situate  in  their  respective  hamlets. 

Butterworth’s  Charity. 

Alexander  Butterworth,  the  younger,  by  Will,  bearing  date  14th  December  Butterworth’s 
1714,  devised  a messuage  and  lands  in  the  township  of  Butterworth,  called  Charity. 
Croft  Head  Farm,  described  as  being  of  the  yearly  value  of  10/.,  or  thereabouts, 
to  Thomas  Horton  and  Elkanah  Horton,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  to  pay  yearly 
out  of  the  rents,  to  the  minister  and  chapelwardens  of  the  town  or  village  of 
Butterworth,  commonly  called  Milnrow  Chapel,  the  yearly  sum  of  51.  at  Christ- 
mas, for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  poor  within  the  said  town  or  village,  to  be 
distributed  as  the  said  minister  and  chapelwardens  should  think  fit,  and  upon 
further  trust,  to  pay  the  residue  to  his  father,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 

The  yearly  sum  of  51.  is  paid  by  the  representatives  of  the  late  Rober 
Holt,  esq.,  of  Chamberhouse,  who  purchased  the  Croft  Head  estate,  mentioned 
in  the  donor’s  will,  of  Richard  Greaves  Townley,  esq.  The  amount  is  received 
by  the  chapelwardens  of  Milnrow,  by  whom  it  is  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the 
township  of  Butterworth,  generally  in  small  sums  varying  from  6d.  to  2 s.  6d. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  HUNDERSFIELD. 


Littleborough  School. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  4th  and  5th  May  1692,  Hundersfield. 

between  Michael  Buckley  and  Ann,  his  wife,  the  widow  of  Theophilus  Halli-  

well,  deceased,  and  one  of  his  executors,  Samuel  Hamer  and  Edmund  Tetlow,  Littleborough 

the  two  other  executors  of  the  will  of  the  said  Theophilus  Halliwell,  of  the  School, 
one  part,  and  James  Hamer,  Alexander  Kershaw,  Edmund  Butterworth,  John 
Stott,  James  Bamford,  the  younger,  and  George  Travis,  of  the  other  part, 
reciting,  that  the  said  Theophilus  Halliwell,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  6th  Sep- 
tember 1G88,  devised  to  his  executors,  his  messuage,  tenement,  lands  and 
hereditaments,  called  Crawellshaw,  in  the  township  of  Sowerby,  in  the  county 
of  York,  and  a fee-farm  rent  of  20s.,  issuing  out  of  certain  lands  in  Crawellshaw 
and  Sowerby  aforesaid,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  settle  the  said  premises 
upon  two  or  more  sufficient  and  honest  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
Littleborough,  which  they  in  their  discretion  should  choose,  and  their  heirs,  to 
the  use  of  his  said  executors,  and  such  two  persons,  upon  trust,  that  the  whole 
clear  profits  of  the  said  lands  and  rent  should  be  paid  to  the  use  of  a school- 
master at  the  chapel  of  Littleborough,  or  some  other  place  near  thereunto,  such 
schoolmaster  to  be  approved  of  and  presented  by  his  cousin,  John  Halliwell, 
of  Pike  House,  and  his  heirs,  the  said  Michael  Buckley  and  others  conveyed 
the  said  messuage,  lands,  he.  with  the  appurtenances,  then  called  by  the  seve- 
ral names  of  the  Hard  Field,  or  New  Field,  the  Sike  Field,  the  Lower  Ing,  the 
Haverock  Hill,  the  Meadow  under  the  House,  and  the  Parkinhill,  and  also  a fee- 

N n 4 farm 


284  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 


Hundersfield.  farm  rent  of  205.  granted  to  the  said  Theophilus  Halliwell  and  his  heirs  by 


Sarah  Walk  den,  issuing  out  of  a messuage  and  tenement  in  Sowerby,  and 


Oalall  dmucii,  m uowciu),  cUlLL 

Llttgec^°oro°]ugh  several  lands  called  the  Field  under  the  House,  the  North  Meadow,  Clough 

continued . Meadow,  Clough  Bank,  Clough  Field,  Hollow  Field,  and  Hard  Field,  to  the 


use  of  the  said  executors,  and  the  said  James  Hamer  and  others,  parties  of  the 
second  part,  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  that  the  whole  clear  profits  of  the  said 
premises  should  yearly  be  disposed  of  to  the  use  of  a schoolmaster  at  the 
chapel  of  Littleborough,  or  some  other  place  near  thereunto  ; and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  said  John  Halliwell  of  Pike  House,  and  his  heirs,  should  for  ever 
appoint  a discreet  and  well-learned  man  to  supply  the  room  of  schoolmaster 
from  time  to  time ; and  that  whenever  three  of  the  trustees  should  be  dead, 
the  survivors,  and  the  said  John  Halliwell  and  his  heirs,  should  elect  three 
more  sufficient  and  honest  persons  to  be  trustees  in  their  room;  with  a power  to 
demise  for  terms  not  exceeding  31  years,  or  three  lives  in  possession,  and  at 
the  best  yearly  rent. 

Richard  Halliwell,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  18th  December  1699,  and  proved 
in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  York,  devised  and  bequeathed  one  yearly  rent- 
charge,  or  sum  of  6 /.  a year,  to  be  issuable  out  of  and  charged  upon  two 
messuages  and  tenements  in  Walsden,  within  Hundersfield,  then  or  late  in  the 
possession  of  John  Walton  and  John  Barron,  or  their  assigns,  to  his  kinsman, 
John  Halliwell,  of  Pike  House,  Edmund  Butterworth,  and  Charles  Stott,  and 
their  heirs,  upon  trust,  to  pay  and  employ  the  same  for  and  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  a schoolmaster,  to  teach  and  instruct  poor  children  whose  parents 
should  not  be  of  ability  to  pay  for  their  childrens  learning  and  instruction,  to 
read  and  write  in  the  school  then  lately  by  him  erected  and  budded,  of  Little- 
borough,  in  Hundersfield  ; and  he  further  ordered  that  the  same  should  be 
settled  upon  them  in  such  sort  that  the  same  might  have  continuance  for  ever, 
and  that  if  one  of  them  should  die  the  survivor  should  elect  another  feoffee, 
instead  of  the  person  deceased,  provided  that  his  said  kinsman,  John  Halliwell, 
and  his  heirs,  should  always  be  one  of  his  trustees,  in  trust  for  the  said  school- 
master, and  that  he  and  his  heirs  should  have  the  nomination  of  such  school- 
master ; and  having  thereinbefore  devised  several  parts  of  his  real  estates  to 
different  persons,  without  devising  the  premises  above  mentioned  in  Walsden, 
or  the  school  in  Littleborough,  he  gave  all  the  rest,  residue  and  remainder  of 
his  messuages,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  not  thereinbefore  given,  to 
his  cousin  and  heir  the  said  John  Halliwell,  of  Pike  House,  and  his  heirs. 

The  Indenture  of  Release  of  5th  May  1692  was  sent  to  us  by  John  Beswick, 
esq.  of  Pike  House,  who  is  considered  as  the  sole  trustee  of  the  school. 

The  property  derived  from  the  gift  of  Theophilus  Halliwell,  consists  of, 

1.  A farm-house,  with  outbuildings  and  two  cottages,  and  about  11  acres  of 
land,  statute-measure,  situate  in  Crawellshaw,  in  Sowerby.  These  premises 

are  now  in  the  occupation  of Kitchen,  to  whom  they  were  lately  let  by 

the  schoolmaster,  with  the  sanction  of  Mr.  Beswick,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  14/. 
We  are  given  to  understand  that  a higher  rent  might  have  been  obtained,  but 
as  the  buildings  were  in  a bad  state,  and  the  tenant  agreed  to  keep  them  in 
repair  for  the  ensuing  seven  years,  provided  the  barn  was  new  roofed,  the  terms 
were  upon  the  whole  considered  reasonable.  The  expense  of  the  barn-roof  is 
estimated  at  14/. 

2.  The  fee-farm  rent  of  205.,  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  1692,  now  paid  by 
Priestley,  in  respect  of  lands  he  holds  in  Sowerby. 

In  respect  of  the  gift  of  John  Halliwell,  the  schoolmaster  has  received  for 
many  years  the  yearly  sum  of  2/.,  this  has  been  paid  by  the  owners  of  Pike 
House,  who  have  derived  considerable  property  in  Walsden  from  the  family  of 
Halliwell ; but  at  Shrovetide  1827,  Mr.  Beswick  refused  to  continue  the  pay- 
ment unless  the  master  could  show  some  title  thereto. 

Having  seen  the  extract  from  the  will  of  John  Halliwell,  which  was  obtained 
from  the  Prerogative  Court  of  York,  Mr.  Beswick  contends  that  if  he  is  liable 
to  the  payment  of  6/.  a year,  he  is  entitled  to  a rent  for  the  school-premises, 
and  he  accounts  for  the  payment  of  2/.  only,  by  his  predecessors,  by  supposing 
that  4 /.  a year  was  deducted  in  respect  of  such  rent. 

With  regard  to  the  school-premises,  it  appears  that  there  is  an  inclosure 
containing  about  500  square  yards,  bounded  partly  by  two  roads,  which  meet 
at  an  angle,  and  on  the  other  sides  by  plantations  belonging  to  Mr.  Beswick. 
Upon  this  land  there  is  an  old  building  which  is  used  for  the  school,  comprising 


two 
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two  rooms,  and  there  are  also  two  other  rooms  which  were  built  a few  years 
ao-o,  at  an  expense  of  about  100/.  by  the  present  master,  for  his  own  residence, 
with  the  permission  of  Mr.  Beswick's  late  father,  to  whom  the  master  applied 
as  trustee  for  the  school. 

It  seems  to  have  been  considered,  until  the  discussion  arose  as  to  the  payment 
of  the  yearly  sum  of  2/.  above  mentioned,  that  these  premises  were  held  by 
the  master  rent-free,  and  that  they  had  been  settled  in  perpetuity  for  the  benefit 
of  the  school,  but  w'e  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  conveyance  thereof. 
In  favour  of  the  charity,  the  evidence  of  uninterrupted  enjoyment  by  the 
schoolmaster  for  the  time  being,  as  long  as  can  be  remembered,  without  paying 
any  thing  specifically  as  rent,  must  be  considered  as  of  great  weight.  On  the 
other  hand,  though  it  appears  by  the  will  of  Richard  Halliwell  that  he  had 
built  a school,  he  does  not  expressly  devise  the  same,  and  consequently  unless 
he  had  executed  a conveyance  thereof  in  his  life-time,  the  premises,  if  they 
belonged  to  him,  would  have  passed  under  the  residuary  clause  to  his  cousin, 
John  Halliwell,  through  whom  Mr.  Beswick  derives  title  to  the  Pike  House 
estate,  and  now  claims  the  school-premises  as  a part  thereof.  It  appears  also, 
that  about  30  years  ago  the  then  owner  of  Pike  House  built  a small  house  at 
an  angle  within  the  fence,  which  is  supposed  to  have  bounded  the  school-pre- 
mises ; that  this  has  always  been  let  by  the  owners  of  that  estate,  and  that  the 
+enant  enjoys  a right  of  way  up  to  the  same  through  the  school-yard.  The 
deduction  of  4/.  from  the  rent  of  61.  payable  under  the  will  of  Richard  Halli- 
well, though  there  is  no  positive  proof  that  such  deduction  was  made  on  account 
of  rent  of  the  school-premises,  may  also  be  considered  as  some  evidence  in 
favour  of  the  claim  now  made  by  Mr.  Beswick. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  conceive  it  would  not  be  safe  to  recommend 
any  legal  proceedings  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  right  of  the  charity, 
which  seems  to  be  at  least  involved  in  considerable  doubt. 

The  schoolmaster  is  appointed  by  the  owner  of  Pike  House,  and  for  the 
emoluments  he  has  hitherto  received  he  has  instructed  11  poor  children  of  the 
hamlet  of  Littleborough,  who  are  also  appointed  by  the  owners  of  the  above- 
mentioned  estate.  These  children  have  been  instructed  in  reading,  writing, 
accounts,  and  mensuration,  without  any  charge,  although  the  privilege  of  free 
instruction  is  considered  as  being  limited  to  reading  and  writing. 

The  present  master  has  on  an  average  40  children  in  the  school,  including 
the  number  of  11  above  mentioned. 

Wolfenden’s  Charity. 

John  Wolfenden , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  10th  January  1G88,  bequeathed 
the  sum  of  100/.  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  parish 
of  Rochdale  by  his  executors,  and  by  the  said  officers,  with  the  assistance  and 
consent  of  the  two  next  Justices  of  the  Peace,  to  be  let  out  at  interest,  into  as 
safe  hands  as  might  be  by  them  agreed  upon  ; and  the  profit  thereof  yearly 
arising  he  gave  to  the  use  of  the  poor  people  of  the  township  of  Hundersfield, 
for  ever,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  officers  and  justices  aforesaid  should  direct. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786,  under  the  head  of  Littleborough, 
which  is  in  this  township,  this  donation  is  mentioned,  and  the  sum  of  100/.  is 
there  stated  to  be  vested  in  Richard  Holt,  producing  4/.  105.  per  annum. 

Upon  inquiry  it  appears  that  Richard  Holt  above  mentioned  was  an  attorney 
in  Rochdale,  and  died  about  the  year  1801,  and  we  are  informed  by  Mr.  John 
Lee,  who  succeeded  him  in  his  office,  that  it  is  understood  that  the  above-men- 
tioned sum  of  100/.  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Holt,  but  that  some  time  previous 
to  his  death  there  was  due  to  him  for  business  done  for  the  township  of  Hun- 
dersfield a bill  considerably  exceeding  100/.,  that  not  being  able  to  obtain 
payment  of  this  bill  he  discontinued  paying  the  interest  thereon. 

Upon  his  death  no  settlement  appears  to  have  taken  place  between  his  exe- 
cutors and  the  township  of  Hundersfield. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  further  information  with  respect  to  this 
charity,  or  any  legal  evidence  in  confirmation  of  the  facts  above  mentioned. 


A certain  number  of  children  of  Wardleworth  and  Middle  Hundersfield,  in 
this  township,  are  entitled  to  be  taught  free  in  a school  in  Toad  Lane,  and  the 
Rep.  19.  O o inhabitants 
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inhabitants  of  Wardle,  in  Hundersfield,  which  lies  within  the  chapelry  of  Whit- 
worth, are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  Whitworth  free-school.  An  account  of 
these  schools  will  be  found  hereafter,  under  the  head  of  the  township  of 
Spotland. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  SPOTLAND. 

Toad  Lane  School. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  9th  and  10th  February 
1740,  (as  recited  in  a subsequent  trust-deed  of  1788,)  between  Samuel  Taylor 
the  elder,  and  Robert  Jacques,  of  the  one  part,  and  James  Hardman,  James 
Haslam,  Thomas  Lord,  and  John  Taylor,  of  the  other  part,  the  said  Samuel 
Taylor  and  Robert  Jacques  conveyed  to  the  said  James  Hardman  and  others  to 
the  use  of  all  the  parties  thereto,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  and  tenement,  con- 
sisting of  two  dwelling-houses,  a shippon  and  garden,  in  a close  at  Brownhill, 
then  called  the  Meadow,  with  three  yards  in  breadth  of  land  in  the  same  close, 
so  far  in  length  as  the  said  dwelling-houses  and  shippon  extended,  and  a 
messuage,  tenement,  or  dwelling-house,  then  used  for  a petty  school,  situate  in 
Spotland,  the  site  whereof  was  lately  part  of  a close  called  the  Hanging  Road, 
(all  which  premises  were  by  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale  enrolled,  and  bear- 
ing date  20th  September  1737,  conveyed  by  John  Taylor  to  Samuel  Taylor  and 
Robert  Jacques,)  upon  trust,  to  let  the  said  premises  for  the  most  rent,  and  to 
bestow  thereout  the  clear  yearly  sum  of  61.,  by  half-yearly  payments  to  a school- 
master teaching  school  at  the  above-mentioned  school-house,  and  that  the  over- 
plus of  the  clear  yearly  rents  should  be  from  time  to  time  disposed  of  as  the 
major  part  of  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  should  direct ; and  it  was  provided 
that  the  survivors,  in  case  of  death,  should  convey  the  said  premises  from  time 
to  time  to  such  other  persons  as  in  their  discretion  they  should  think  right,  and 
the  said  grantors  covenanted  to  surrender  at  the  next  copyhold  court  for  the 
manor  of  Rochdale,  to  the  use  of  the  said  grantees,  a dwelling-house,  with  a 
barn  adjoining,  with  a close  then  divided  into  two,  containing  by  estimation 
one  acre,  improved  of  the  waste  of  the  said  manor,  called  Brown  Wardle  Hill, 
which  premises  had  been  surrendered  by  John  Taylor  to  the  use  of  Samuel 
Taylor  and  Robert  Jacques,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  stand  seised  thereof 
to  the  intents  and  purposes  thereinbefore  mentioned  concerning  the  premises 
thereby  granted  and  released. 

The  same  premises  have  been  from  time  to  time  conveyed  to  new  trustees, 
and  by  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  6th  and  7th  April  1827, 
William  Taylor,  James  Taylor,  and  John  Stott,  the  then  survivors,  conveyed 
the  said  freehold  premises  to  John  Crooke  and  Benjamin  Heap,  of  Rochdale, 
William  Taylor  the  younger,  Smith  Phillips  Robinson,  two  grandsons  of  the  said 
William  Taylor,  and  Abel  Stott  and  Samuel  Stott,  sons  of  the  said  John  Stott. 

This  deed  contains  a similar  covenant  on  the  part  of  the  old  trustees  to  sur- 
render the  copyhold  premises  at  the  next  court,  but  which  had  not  been  done 
in  July  1827,  the  period  of  our  Inquiry. 

The  persons  above  mentioned  are  dissenters  from  the  Established  Church, 
and  all  the  former  trustees  appear  to  have  been  of  the  same  description. 

The  premises  first  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  1740  consist  of  five  cottages,  and 
a slip  of  land  containing  in  breadth  about  three  yards,  and  used  as  garden- 
ground,  let  to  five  several  yearly  tenants,  at  good  rents  amounting  to  24/.  11  s. 
The  buildings  are  in  fair  condition,  the  expenses  of  the  repairs  being  paid  out 
of  the  trust. 

The  copyhold  premises  also  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  1740  contain  about 
half  an  acre,  formerly  part  of  the  waste,  with  a very  small  cottage  upon  it,  let 
to  William  Hartley,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a high  rent  of  61.  10s. 

The  school-premises  in  Toad  Lane,  in  Spotland,  consist  of  a new  building, 
which  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  school-house,  comprising  one  room 
below,  and  one  above,  with  a small  garden  adjoining.  One  of  these  rooms  is  let 
to  William  Grindrod  for  the  purposes  of  a school,  at  'll.  a year  ; the  rest  of  the 
premises  are  in  the  occupation  of  the  schoolmistress  appointed  by  the  trustees. 

From  1808  until  about  1819  there  was  no  schoolmaster  or  schoolmistress,  the 
former  master  having  become  incapable  of  managing  the  school.  The  income 
which  accrued  during  the  period  of  this  vacancy  was  applied  towards  rebuilding 
the  school,  and  repairing  and  improving  the  other  buildings  upon  the  property. 
It  appears  by  the  accounts  that  upwards  of  400/.  was  expended  in  this  manner. 
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In  1819  a schoolmistress  was  appointed,  with  a salary  of  20/.  per  annum,  and  Spotland. 

the  residue  of  the  income  has  since  that  time  been  applied  in  completing  the 

repairs  and  improvements  commenced  previously  to  1819.  For  this  salary  the  loa  co*t™ue^  °0> 

schoolmistress  teaches  20  girls,  who  according  to  an  agreement  made  in  1735,  v , 

between  the  donor,  John  Taylor,  and  the  trustees,  and  entered  in  the  charity- 
book,  are  selected,  in  the  following  proportions,  from  the  adjoining  hamlets, 
eight  from  Faling,  and  three  from  Healey,  in  the  township  of  Spotland,  and 
six  from  Wardleworth,  and  three  from  Middle  Hundersfield,  in  the  township 
of  Hundersfield.  These  children  are  taught  reading,  knitting  and  sewing, 
without  any  charge,  and  the  schoolmistress  is  permitted  to  take  10  other  scholars 
upon  her  own  terms.  The  free  children  have  hitherto  been  appointed  on 
behalf  of  John  Stott,  by  his  son,  John  Stott  the  younger,  his  co-trustee  William 
Taylor  having  been  resident  at  a distance.  No  meeting  of  the  new  trustees 
had  been  held  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry,  July  1827,  since  their  appointment  in 
the  preceding  April. 

Whitworth  Free  School. 

By  Indenture  of  Feoffment,  bearing  date  6th  January  1724,  between  James  Whitworth 

Starkey,  surviving  trustee  of  his  brother  John  Starkey,  of  the  first  part,  the  Free  School, 

said  John  Starkey,  of  the  second  part,  and  William  Bamford,  James  Scholfield, 
and  10  others,  of  the  third  part,  the  said  James  Starkey,  at  the  request  of  his 
brother  John  Starkey,  granted  and  conveyed  to  the  said  William  Bamford  and 
others,  and  their  heirs,  six  cottages  on  the  east  side  of  a street  called  Blackwater, 
in  Spotland,  about  the  middle  of  the  street,  near  to  the  spout  there,  of  the  yearly 
rent  of  61.  14s.,  or  thereabouts,  containing  by  estimation  eight  bays  of  build- 
ing, upon  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  yearly  sum  of  4 d.  of  the  rents  to  the  use  of 
such  Protestant  schoolmaster  as  should  be  appointed  by  the  trustees  to  teach 
school  at  Whitworth  Chapel,  or  some  place  near  thereunto,  upon  condition  that 
such  master,  freely,  and  without  reward,  should  teach  so  many  poor  children,  not 
exceeding  12,  being  the  children  of  poor  persons  settled  inhabitants  within  the 
said  chapelry  of  Whitworth,  to  spell  and  read  English,  as  the  trustees  should 
appoint,  one  third  of  the  children  to  be  from  the  part  of  the  chapelry  of  Whit- 
worth called  Wardle,  in  Hundersfield,  and  the  rest  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  chapelry,  within  Spotland ; and  upon  further  trust,  to  dispose  of  the 
residue  of  the  rents  for  the  repair  and  support  of  the  before-mentioned  premises, 
and  for  raising  a stock  to  augment  the  said  school,  or  to  buy  books  for  poor 
children,  or  any  other  charitable  purpose  relating  to  the  school,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  trustees  ; and  it  was  provided,  that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced 
to  three,  they  should  elect  others  to  make  up  the  number  seven,  and  execute 
proper  conveyances  accordingly,  and  that  two  of  the  said  trustees,  but  no  more 
or  fewer,  should  be  chosen  from  that  part  of  the  chapelry  called  Wardle. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  29th  and  30th  April  1803, 
between  James  Scholefield,  eldest  son  and  heir  at  law  of  James  Scholefield, 
deceased,  of  the  first  part,  John  Entwisie,  Edmund  Bamford,  and  four  others, 
of  the  second  part,  and  John  Lee,  of  the  third  part,  reciting  the  indenture  of 
feoffment  of  the  6th  January  1724,  and  that  James  Scholefield,  deceased,  was 
the  survivor  of  the  trustees  therein  named,  but  died  in  January  1797>  without 
having  appointed  any  new  trustees,  the  said  James  Scholefield,  party  thereto, 
conveyed  to  John  Lee  the  premises  above  mentioned  to  the  use  of  the  said 
James  Scholefield,  John  Entwisie,  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the 
same  trusts. 

Of  the  trustees  named  in  the  deed  of  1803,  Edmund  Bamford  is  the 
only  survivor,  but  the  incumbent  of  the  chapelry,  or  his  deputy,  and  the 
successors  to  the  estates  of  the  deceased  trustees,  act  with  him  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  trust. 

The  premises  described  in  the  deeds  above  abstracted  now  consist  of  four 
houses  and  a stable,  two  of  the  houses  being  situate  on  each  side  of  a street  in 
the  town  of  Rochdale,  called  Silver-street.  The  present  buildings  were  erected 
upon  the  site  of  the  old  cottages,  which  were  pulled  down  about  the  year  1805 
by  George  Chadwick,  to  whom  the  trustees  granted  a lease  of  the  premises, 
bearing  date  2d  May  1805,  for  a term  of  99  years  from  the  1st  May  then  last, 
at  the  annual  rent  of  147  10s.  In  this  lease  there  is  a covenant  on  the  part  of 
the  said  George  Chadwick  to  take  down  the  said  cottages,  and  to  build  other 
good  substantial  messuages,  with  proper  outbuildings,  and  completely  finish  the 

O o 2 same, 
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same,  and  to  keep  the  same  in  repair,  so  that  they  should  during  all  the  term 
be  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  30/.  at  the  least,  and  insure  the  same  against 
loss  by  fire  to  the  amount  of  400/.  at  the  least. 

It  is  understood  that  the  terms  on  which  these  premises  were  demised  were 
very  beneficial  to  the  charity,  part  of  the  buildings  having  been  previously 
unoccupied  on  account  of  their  ruinous  state.  The  annual  value  of  the  new 
houses  is  estimated  at  about  SO/. 

The  school  was  formerly  kept  in  a school-room  in  the  middle  of  the  street  of 
Whitworth,  but  this  building  was  old,  and  in  bad  condition,  and  had  not  been 
used  for  many  years  previously  to  1824,  when  it  was  sold,  with  a small  plot  of 
ground  adjoining,  for  70/.,  and  the  produce  thereof,  with  other  money  raised  by 
subscription,  was  laid  out  in  building  a new  school  upon  a plot  of  land  belonging 
to  Brearley’s  Charity  hereafter  mentioned.  This  plot  of  land,  containing  145 
square  yards,  was  surrendered  by  John  Elliott,  the  only  trustee  of  that  charity, 
to  the  use  of  the  Reverend  Hugh  Hornby,  incumbent  of  the  chapelry  of  Whit- 
worth, John  Entwisle,  Hugo  Marvesyn  Chadwick,  James  Taylor,  George 
Taylor,  Edmund  Bamford,  and  William  Whitworth,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  as 
trustees  of  the  free  school,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  12-s.,  and  at  a court  held  for 
the  manor  of  Rochdale,  13th  February  1824,  the  parties  above  mentioned  were 
admitted  accordingly. 

The  schoolmaster  appointed  by  the  acting  trustees  receives  annually  the 
amount  of  the  rents  reserved  in  the  lease  to  George  Chadwick,  out  of  which  is 
to  be  deducted  the  rent  payable  for  the  school-premises. 

On  account  of  this  salary  he  teaches  in  reading,  without  any  other  charge, 
12  children,  boys  and  girls.  These  children  are  selected  from  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  two  are  nominated  by  each  of  six  of  the  persons  acting  as  trustees, 
the  seventh  being  resident  at  a distance,  and  therefore  not  interfering  in  the 
appointment.  Each  child  is  permitted  to  remain  in  the  school  for  twro  years ; 
the  master  has  also  about  50  scholars  who  pay  for  their  instruction. 

Breaiiley’s  Charity. 

Brearley ’s  Charity.  John  Brearley,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  18th  December  1692,  bequeathed 
50/.  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Spotland,  by 
his  executors,  to  be  by  them  distributed  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Spotland  as 
in  their  discretion,  with  the  advice  and  approbation  of  his  trustees,  should  be 
thought  most  expedient  for  their  relief;  and  he  appointed  John  Haslam,  Thomas 
Holme,  and  four  other  persons  therein  named,  inhabitants  within  Spotland,  and 
their  heirs,  trustees,  with  power  to  appoint  new  trustees  whenever  occasion 
might  require,  so  as  to  keep  up,  if  possible,  the  same  number. 

This  legacy  was  probably  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  land,  as  we  find  that 
certain  copyhold  premises  have  been  from  time  to  time  surrendered  to  new 
trustees  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  will  of  John  Brearley. 

The  earliest  surrender  of  which  wre  have  any  account  was  at  a court  held  for 
the  manor  of  Rochdale,  20th  December  1723,  whereat  Edmund  Holme,  the 
grandson  and  heir  of  the  above-named  Thomas  Holme,  w ho  had  survived  John 
Haslam,  was  admitted  tenant  of  the  premises  hereinafter  mentioned,  upon  the 
same  trusts  as  the  said  Thomas  Holme  and  John  Haslam  had  held  the  same ; 
viz.  of  a messuage  or  tenement  called  the  New  House,  and  half  an  acre  of 
customary  land,  improved  of  the  manor  aforesaid  of  the  waste,  called  Horse 
Croft  Moor,  in  Spotland,  lying  near  the  chapel  of  Whitworth,  and  a close  called 
Broad  Ing  Pasture,  containing  by  estimation  3r.  30p.  of  customary  land,  im- 
proved from  the  wraste  of  the  said  manor  in  Wardle,  within  Hundersfield. 

At  a court  held  4<th  July  1792,  the  jurors  presented  that  Thomas  Holme, 
(wTho  was  surviving  feoffee  of  John  Haslam,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  in  the  village 
of  Spotland,)  died  seised  of  the  premises  above  described,  that  Edmund  Holme 
had  been  admitted  thereto  as  above  mentioned,  and  had  died  seised  thereof,  and 
that  the  premises  had  devolved  upon  Ann  Holme  and  Jane  Holme,  and  the 
said  Ann  and  Jane  Holme  were  accordingly  admitted. 

At  a court  held  14th  December  IS  10,  Ann  Holme  and  Jane  Holme  sur- 
rendered the  same  premises  to  the  use  of  John  Elliott,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
in  trust  for  the  same  uses  as  the  same  ware  holden  before  the  surrender  thereof, 
and  were  mentioned  in  the  will  of  John  Brearley,  and  the  said  John  Elliott  wras 
accordingly  admitted  23d  December  1812. 
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Mr.  Elliott  had  in  fact  acted  on  behalf  of  Ann  and  Jane  Holme  from  the  Spotlaad. 

year  1806.  Those  ladies  being  resident  at  a distance  had  for  several  years  — — 
previously  left  the  management  of  the  charity  to  their  solicitor,  Mr.  Hamer,  Brea^J^n^janty> 
and  upon  his  death  in  1806,  Mr.  Elliott,  who  succeeded  to  his  professional  v___ — > 
business,  also  undertook  the  management  of  this  charity. 

It  seems  desirable,  that  according  to  the  will  of  the  donor  there  should  be 
six  trustees  for  the  management  of  this  charity,  and  upon  our  suggestion  of  the 
propriety  of  the  measure  Mr.  Elliott  has  expressed  his  readiness  to  surrender 
the  property  to  the  use  of  some  other  persons  as  co-trustees  with  himself. 

The  property  above  mentioned  consists  of  a small  dwelling-house,  with 
1 r.  11 1 p.  of  land,  eight  yards  to  the  perch,  in  Whitworth,  and  also  a piece  of 
moor,  called  Broad  Ing,  in  Wardle,  in  Hundersfield,  containing  3a.  3 £ p.  like 
measure. 

On  part  of  the  premises  in  Whitworth,  two  schools  under  one  roof  have 
been  erected,  one  tor  the  Whitworth  National  School,  and  the  other  for  the 
Whitworth  Free  School.  The  former  is  held  by  the  subscribers  to  the  National 
school,  at  1 /.  a year,  and  the  latter  by  the  acting  trustees  of  the  Whitworth 
Free  School,  as  already  mentioned,  at  12s.  a year,  and  the  premises  were  sur- 
rendered in  1824  to  these  parties  respectively,  reserving  the  rents  above  men- 
tioned. The  site  of  these  schools,  with  a yard  adjoining,  contains  only  5 | 
perches. 

The  rest  of  the  land  in  Whitworth,  and  that  in  Wardle,  is  let  to  Simeon  Lord, 
as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  12/.  The  tenant  is  bound  to  keep  the 
buildings  in  tenantable  repair,  and  they  are  now  in  good  condition. 

The  rents  are  laid  out  under  the  directions  of  Mr.  Elliott,  in  the  purchase  of 
linen  cloth,  one  half  of  which  is  given  for  distribution  to  the  overseer  of  the 
hamlet  of  Spotland  Fold,  and  the  other  half  to  the  overseer  of  the  hamlet  of 
Whitworth,  in  the  township  of  Spotland.  The  linen  is  distributed  amongst  the 
poor  of  the  whole  township  of  Spotland,  who  apply  either  to  the  overseer  of 
Whitworth,  or  of  Spotland  Fold,  as  is  most  convenient. 

In  the  selection  of  the  persons  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  widows, 
and  those  who  receive  no  parochial  relief,  are  generally  preferred.  A list  of 
the  persons  to  whom  the  linen  is  given,  and  the  quantity  disposed  of  to  each 
person,  is  returned  by  the  overseers  to  Mr.  Elliott. 

Shepherd’s  Charity. 

Mary  Shepherd , by  her  Will,  bearing  date  3d  September  1702,  bequeathed  the  Shepherd’s  Charity, 
sum  of  120/.  to  buy  a rentcharge,  or  a parcel  of  land,  to  the  value  of  such 
money,  for  the  use  of  six  poor  women  living  in  the  hamlet  of  Whitworth,  in 
the  township  of  Spotland,  in  the  parish  of  Rochdale  ; and  till  the  sum  of  120/. 
could  be  laid  out  in  a purchase,  she  directed  that  the  money  should  be  carefully 
put  out,  and  the  interest  thence  arising  divided  equally  amongst  six  poor 
women,  wdio  should  have  been  honest  and  industrious,  and  should  be  past  their 
labour ; and  she  appointed  for  trustees,  for  ever,  the  ministers  of  the  parishes  of 
Rochdale  and  Bury,  for  the  time  being,  to  see  the  said  120/.  laid  out  and  applied 
to  the  uses  above  directed,  and  to  choose  out  of  the  hamlet  of  Whitworth  such 
poor  women  so  qualified  ; and  she  directed  that  when  any  one  of  the  said  women 
should  die,  the  said  ministers  should  choose  another  in  her  room,  and  if  any  dif- 
ference should  arise  between  the  said  ministers  about  the  choice  of  a fit  person, 
nr  the  management  of  the  revenue,  the  said  testatrix  appointed  and  requested  the 
justice  of  the  peace  living  nearest  to  the  said  hamlet  in  the  said  parish,  finally 
to  determine  the  dispute,  but  that  he  should  have  no  vote  in  the  choice  of  the 
persons,  or  othenvise  concerned,  unless  in  case  of  such  difference. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  23d  and  24th  May  1735, 
between  the  Rev.  Nathan  Stock,  of  the  first  part,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Dunstar,  D.D. 
vicar  of  Rochdale,  the  Rev.  James  Bankes,  rector  of  Bury,  of  the  second  part, 

John  Dawson,  and  eight  others,  the  then  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Roch- 
dale, of  the  third  part,  Samuel  Chetham,  Edmund  Lord,  and  three  others,  of 
the  fourth  part,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Sidebottom,  personal  representative  of  William 
Fazakerley,  of  the  fifth  part,  and  James  Hardman,  of  the  sixth  part,  reciting 
the  will  of  the  said  Mary  Shepherd,  and  that  the  sum  of  120/.  was  then  in  the 
hands  of  Robert  Entwisle  ; and  also  reciting  the  will  of  James  Holt,  bearing 
date  24th  November  1712,  whereby  he  gave  100/.  for  the  benefit  of  the  head- 
master of  the  grammar-school  (as  already  stated  in  a former  part  of  this  report) 
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which  sum  had  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  vicar  and  churchwardens ; and 
further  reciting  a mortgage-deed,  bearing  date  13th  October  171 8,  whereby  the 
said  Samuel  Sidebottom  was  entitled  as  the  representative  of  the  above-named 
William  Fazakerly,  to  the  premises  thereinafter  mentioned,  tor  the  residue  of  a 
term  of  1,000  years,  subject  to  the  equity  of  redemption  which  was  then 
vested,  with  the  reversion  of  the  said  premises,  in  the  said  Nathan  Stock ; the 
said  Nathan  Stock  and  Samuel  Sidebottom,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of 
220/,  paid  to  them  in  the  proportions  therein  mentioned,  and  by  the  direction 
of  the  said  churchwardens,  according  to  their  respective  interests  therein,  con- 
veyed the  following  parts  of  a messuage  and  tenement,  called  New  Field  Head, 
in  Butterworth,  viz.  the  parlour  and  kitchen,  the  chamber  over  the  house  at 
the  west  end,  and  one  half  of  the  porch  adjoining  to  the  north  side  of  the 
dwelling-house,  seven  yards  of  ground  at  the  east  end  of  the  said  dwelling- 
house,  and  the  thrashing-room,  the  bakehouse,  the  garden,  the  green,  three 
parts  in  four  of  the  Great  Mead,  as  the  same  was  then  divided,  and  the  closes 
called  the  Pitts,  the  Great  Marled  Earth,  and  the  Little  Marled  Earth,  all 
situate  in  Butterworth,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  permit  the  ministers  of  the 
said  parishes  of  Rochdale  and  Bury  for  the  time  being  to  receive  out  of  the  clear 
rents  six  parts  out  of  eleven,  for  the  use  of  six  poor  women  living  in  the  ham- 
let of  Whitworth,  so  qualified  and  under  such  trusts  as  declared  in  the  will  of 
the  said  Mary  Shepherd ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  the  said  trustees  should 
in  like  manner  permit  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  Rochdale  for  the  time 
being  to  receive  out  of  the  clear  yearly  rents  five  parts,  to  and  for  the  use  of 
the  head-master  of  the  grammar-school  at  Rochdale,  teaching  so  many  poor 
boys  as  directed  by  the  will  of  the  said  James  Holt. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  the  latter  bearing  date  10th  September 
1 774,5  as  appears  by  a copy  thereof  produced  to  us  by  John  Elliott,  esq.  a soli- 
citor in  Rochdale,  between  Edmund  Lord,  of  the  first  part,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Wray,  D.  D.,  vicar  of  Rochdale,  and  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  John  Stanley,  rector 
of  Bury,  of  the  second  part,  Edward  Elliott,  and  eight  others,  churchwardens 
of  Rochdale,  of  the  third  part,  and  Richard  Townley,  esq.,  Richard  Greaves 
Townley,  esq.,  James  Hamer,  George  Walmsley,  and  John  Royds,  of  the  other 
part,  reciting  the  wills  of  Mary  Shepherd  and  James  Holt,  and  the  indentures 
of  lease  and  release  of  1735,  from  which  recitals  the  above  abstracts  are  taken, 
the  said  Edmund  Lord,  as  the  heir  of  Edmund  Lord,  deceased,  the  last  sur- 
viving trustee  named  in  the  said  indenture  of  1735,  conveyed  the  premises 
above  mentioned  to  the  said  Richard  Townley  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  upon 
the  like  trusts. 

In  1817  it  was  thought  advisable  to  lay  out  some  money  in  the  improvement 
of  the  premises,  called  New  Field  Head,  and  the  following  agreement  was  then 
made  with  respect  to  the  disposal  of  the  rents  : 

By  Agreement,  bearing  date  10th  March  1817,  between  John  Lord,  described 
as  the  surviving  trustee  of  the  Whitworth  Widow’s  Charity,  of  the  one  part, 
and  the  Rev.  William  Hodgson,  head-master  of  the  grammar-school  of  Roch- 
dale, of  the  other  part,  reciting  that  the  said  William  Hodgson  was  entitled 
as  head-master  as  aforesaid  to  five  parts  out  of  eleven  of  the  rents  of  an  estate 
in  Butterworth,  called  New  Field  Head,  then  let  at  27  /.  a year,  and  was  also 
entitled  to  the  interest  of  20/.  secured  to  him  by  promissory  note,  under  the 
hand  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Drake,  D.D.,  and  that  the  said  William  Hodg- 
son had  lately  requested  the  said  Thomas  Drake  to  pay  him  the  said  sum  of  20/. 
in  order  that  he  might  lay  out  the  same  in  the  improvement  of  the  said  estate, 
which  he  had  accordingly  complied  with,  and  the  same  had  been  laid  out  in 
the  improvement  of  the  said  estate,  whereby  the  rent  had  been  improved  from 
26/.  10s.  to  27/. ; it  was  agreed  between  the  said  parties  that  in  consideration 
of  the  premises,  and  of  the  said  sum  of  20/.  laid  out  as  aforesaid,  the  rents  of 
the  said  estate  should  in  future  be  divided  equally,  and  one  moiety  thereof  paid 
to  the  said  William  Hodgson,  as  such  schoolmaster  as  aforesaid,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  the  said  John  Lord  as  trustee  for  the  said  Widow’s  Charity  in 
Whitworth. 

Since  the  execution  of  this  agreement  it  lias  been  found  necessary  to  rebuild 
a barn,  the  expenses  of  which  amounted  to  58/.  18s.,  one  half  whereof  was 
paid  out  of  the  Widow’s  Charity,  and  the  other  half  by  the  master  of  the 
grammar-school. 
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One  of  the  rooms  of  the  farm-house  lies  above  a room  bejonging  to  another 
house  which  adjoins  thereto,  and  is  under  the  same  roof,  and  there  is  a croft 
which  belongs  jointly  to  the  two  houses,  and  is  mowed  alternately  by  the  res- 
pective occupiers.  \ ^ / 

The  farm  consists  altogether  of  about  eight  acres,  and  is  now,  with  the  farm- 
house, &c.  in  the  occupation  of  John  Rhodes,  or  his  under-tenant,  under  an 
agreement  for  a term  of  14  years,  of  which  about  three  are  unexpired,  at  a 
good  rent  of  27 1- 

Since  1819  the  rent  above  mentioned  has  been  paid  with  scarcely  any  deduc- 
tion for  expenses.  The  whole  is  received  from  the  tenant  by  the  Rev.  William 
Hodgson,  the  master  of  the  grammar-school,  who  retains  one  moiety  thereof 
for  his  own  use,  and  transmits  the  other  moiety  to  Mrs.  Taylor  Whitworth,  who 
distributes  the  same  amongst  such  poor  women  of  that  hamlet  as  she  thinks  the 
most  proper  objects  of  charity.  She  has  had  the  care  of  this  distribution  for 
many  years,  for  the  vicar  of  Rochdale  and  the  rector  of  Bury,  who  have  not 
themselves  interfered  in  the  charity. 

Guest’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Guest , by  his  Will,  proved  at  Chester,  bearing  date  6th  November  Guest’s  Charity. 
17-31,  devised  three  cottages  or  dwelling-houses  joining  together  with  a little 
garden-stead,  at  or  near  the  top  of  a street  called  Blackwater,  in  Spotland,  to 
and  for  the  proper  use  and  behoof  of  Robert  Entwisle,  of  Foxholes,  esquire, 
the  Rev.  Edmund  Holme,  of  Brownhill,  Thomas  Holland,  of  Rochdale, 
tallow-chandler,  Robert  Holt,  of  Catley  Lane,  Yeoman,  and  Robert  Jaques,  of 
Rochdale,  glazier,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  that  they  should  for  ever  thereafter 
apply  and  dispose  of  all  the  clear  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises 
unto  such  a schoolmaster,  for  teaching  so  many  poor  children  to  read  English, 
not  exceeding  10  in  number,  whose  parents  should  inhabit  between  the  top  of 
Blackwater  aforesaid,  and  the  stile  that  leads  into  the  town-meadow  adjoining, 
as  his  said  trustees  and  their  heirs,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  from  time 
to  time  direct,  nominate  and  appoint ; and  that  for  this  end  a school  for  ever 
thereafter  should  be  kept  at  or  near  the  top  of  Blackwater,  where  it  then  was, 
with  power  for  his  said  trustees,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  his  heirs,  when- 
ever and  as  often  as  their  number  should  be  reduced  to  three  or  fewer,  to  elect 
so  many  other  new  trustees,  inhabitants  in  Spotland,  in  the  room  of  those 
deceased,  as  together  with  the  then  surviving  trustees  should  make  them  seven 
in  number. 

A school  was  formerly  kept  in  Blackwater,  and  it  appears  from  the  evidence 
of  old  persons  in  Rochdale,  who  remember  this  school,  that  some  children 
were  appointed  to  be  taught  free  there  by  the  ancestors  of  John  Entwisle, 
esquire,  of  Foxholes,  who  for  the  time  being  were  considered  as  the  only 
trustees. 

The  premises,  of  which  the  schoolmaster  had  the  benefit,  became  very 
ruinous,  and  ultimately  fell  down ; and  in  1803  the  site,  containing  119  square 
yards,  was  sold  by  the  late  Mr.  Entwisle,  to  James  Deardon,  esquire,  for  9,51, 
which  is  stated  to  have  been  the  full  value  thereof,  and  were  conveyed  to  him 
by  deed  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  16th  August  1803. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  accurately  how  this  money  was  disposed 
of,  but  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  laid  out  in  repairing  the  houses  belonging 
to  Whitworth  Free  School,  of  which  the  late  Mr.  Entwisle  was  also  a 
trustee. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  TODMORDEN  AND  WALSDEN. 

School. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  3d  and  4th  August  1713, 
between  Richard  Clegg,  of  Kirkham,  of  the  one  part,  and  Henry  Pigott,  John 
Halliwell  and  two  others,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  Richard  Clegg  granted 
to  the  said  Henry  Pigott,  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a newly-erected  house  or 
building  in  Todmorden,  used  as  a school  for  the  teaching  of  children,  upon 
trust,  for  the  benefit  of  such  person  as  the  major  part  of  the  freeholders 
within  Todmorden  and  Walsden  should  nominate  to  be  master  in  the  said 
school ; and  that  the  said  trustees  should,  as  often  as  might  be  necessary,  with 
such  collections  and  contributions  as  should  be  made  for  the  use  of  the  said 
school,  take  special  care  that  the  same  should  be  kept  in  good  repair ; and  it 
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was  covenanted  between  the  said  parties  that  if  at  any  time  thereafter  the 
major  part  of  the  freeholders  within  Todmorden  and  Walsden  should  desire  to 
displace  the  schoolmaster,  it  should  be  lawful  for  them  to  do  so,  and  elect 
another  ; and  it  was  provided  that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  two 
the  survivors  should  elect  others  to  make  up  the  number  four  or  more. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  5th  August  1713,  between  the  same  parties, 
reciting  the  indentures  of  lease  and  release  above  abstracted ; and  further 
reciting,  that  for  the  providing  a competent  maintenance  for  such  person  as 
should  from  time  to  time  thereafter  teach  at  the  said  school,  and  for  keeping 
the  same  in  repair,  the  said  Richard  Clegg  had  collected  of  several  persons, 
the  sum  of  50/.  which,  with  the  sum  of  100/.  advanced  by  the  said  Richard 
Clegg,  for  the  uses  thereinafter  mentioned,  had  been  paid  into  the  hands  of 
the  said  Henry  Pigott  and  others,  the  said  Henry  Pigott  and  others  declared 
and  agreed,  that  they,  their  executors,  &c.,  would  for  ever  thereafter  put  forth 
or  dispose  to  the  best  advantage  the  said  sum  of  150/.,  and  that  the  yearly 
produce  thereof  should  be  disposed  of  in  manner  following  ; viz.  as  much 
thereof  as  should  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  in  the  reparations  of  the  said 
school,  and  the  residue  towards  the  maintenance  of  such  person,  as  the  major 
part  of  the  freeholders  within  Todmorden  and  Walsden  should  elect  to  be 
schoolmaster  of  the  said  school,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  trustees  should 
seem  meet,  such  schoolmaster  to  instruct,  gratis,  one  child,  to  be  sent  to  the 
said  school  by  the  owners  of  the  tenement  called  Stone  House,  in  Walsden  ; 
another  by  the  owners  of  the  tenement  called  East  Wood,  in  the  parish  of 
Heptonsell  (now  called  Halifax),  in  the  county  of  York,  and  two  poor  children 
within  Todmorden  and  Walsden,  or  either  of  them,  to  be  sent  by  the  church- 
warden of  Todmorden  and  Walsden  for  the  time  being  ; and  it  was  provided, 
that  whenever  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  the  number  of  two  or  fewer, 
the  survivors  should  elect  so  many  as  to  make  up  the  number  four  or  more,  to 
act  with  the  new  trustees. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  2d  April  1818,  reciting  the  indenture  of 
5th  August  1713,  Robert  Beswick  and  Abraham  Ormerod,  then  surviving 
trustees  under  a deed  made  in  1779,  conveyed  the  school-house  with  the 
appurtenances,  and  assigned  the  said  sum  of  150/.  to  John  Beswick  and  29 
other  persons,  some  of  whom  are  since  dead. 

The  above-mentioned  sum  of  150/.  is  now  secured  on  mortgage  of  certain 
premises  belonging  to  Robert  Moss,  situate  at  Mosley  in  the  parish  of  Ashton- 
under-Line,  bearing  interest  at  4<£  per-cent.  The  mortgage  is  by  deed, 
bearing  date  4th  March  1773,  between  Martha  Moss  of  the  one  part,  and 
Anthony  Crossley  and  two  others,  the  then  trustees,  of  the  other  part. 

The  school-premises  consist  of  a dwelling-house,  with  a school-room,  out- 
buildings, and  a small  garden.  They  are  occupied,  rent-free,  by  the  school- 
master, who  keeps  them  in  repair  at  his  own  expense. 

The  schoolmaster  also  receives  from  the  trustees  61.  15s.  per  annum,  being 
the  interest  on  the  sum  of  150/.  lent  out  on  mortgage.  This  has  been  regularly 
paid  to  him  since  his  appointment  in  1811,  except  that  in  the  years  1818  and 
1819  apart  was  retained  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  new  trust-deed, 
which  amounted  to  8/.  18s.  3d. 

For  these  emoluments  he  instructs,  without  any  other  charge,  four  children  in 
reading,  writing  and  accounts,  two  of  them  are  appointed  by  the  owners  or 
occupiers  of  the  tenements,  called  Stone  House  and  East  Wood,  and  two  poor 
children  of  Todmorden  and  Walsden  are  appointed  by  the  churchwarden.  He 
has  other  scholars  w ho  pay,  the  average  number  being  about  40. 


Clegg’s  Charity. 


Clegg's  Charity. 

In  a book  belonging  to  this  township  there  is  in  the  first  page  an  entry,  pur- 
porting to  be  a copy  of  the  manuscript  of  Mr.  Richard  Clegg , vicar  of  Kirkham, 
concerning  his  charity-money,  whereby  he  gave  and  bequeathed  to  Todmorden 
and  Walsden,  for  the  benefit  of  their  poor,  the  sum  of  16/.  to  be  freely  lent 
forth  without  interest,  4/.  a-piece  unto  four  poor  mean  but  sober  and  honest 
men,  or  to  distressed  widows  as  soon  as  any,  except  there  should  be  a kinsman; 
or  to  some  poor  honest  and  hopeful  couple  newly  married  to  help  them  to 
house  or  the  like,  as  the  most  necessity  should  require,  they  giving  sufficient 
bonds  and  security  for  repayment  at  four  years  end,  or  else  20s.  a year  to  his 
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his  heir,  and  the  minister,  the  chapelwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  at  their 
meeting  about  their  accounts  after  Easter,  and  before  May-day ; and  he  directed 
that  it  should  not  be  lent  out  of  the  chapelry,  except  some  time  to  a kinsman, 
and  that  no  one  should  have  two  loans  but  after  some  years  distance ; that  it 
should  not  be  lent  to  the  idle,  vicious,  or  the  debauched,  but  all  possible  care 
taken  that  none  of  it  should  be  mis-spent  or  lost. 

There  are  three  sums,  of  4/.  each,  lent  out  without  interest  to  three  individuals 
belonging  to  Todmorden,  each  of  whom  have  given  notes  with  sureties  for  the 
repayment  thereof;  and  there  is  also  the  sum  of  31.  10s.  in  the  hands  of  the 
chapelwarden  ready  to  be  lent  out,  10s.  having  been  lost  by  the  death  of 
the  parties,  to  whom  it  was  lent  about  two  years  ago  ; it  is  stated,  however,  that 
the  full  sum  will  be  made  up  out  of  the  chapelwarden’s  account. 


Todmorden  and 
Walsden. 

Ciegg’s  Charity, 
v, / 

N/ 


Chapelry  of  Saddleworth. 

The  chapelry  of  Saddleworth,  though  situate  in  the  County  of  York,  and  Saddleworth. 
generally  considered  as  having  the  properties  of  a distinct  parish,  is  in  fact  part 
of  the  parish  of  Rochdale. 


Warmpton  School. 

Ralph  Hawkyard,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  11th  June  17^9,  and  proved  at  Warmpton  School. 
Chester,  reciting  that  there  had  lately  been  some  discourse  amongst  some  of  the 
parishioners  of  Saddleworth  touching  the  erecting  of  a free-school  within  the 
said  parish  by  way  of  contribution,  but  nothing  concerning  the  same  had  been 
brought  to  perfection  ; therefore,  taking  into  consideration  the  great  want  of 
learning  in  the  said  parish,  especially  among  the  poorer  sort  of  people,  who  not 
being  of  ability  to  board  their  children  at  remote  schools  were  in  a great  degree 
void  of  learning,  and  not  capable  of  reading  the  Divine  Scriptures,  and  for  the 
encouraging  of  the  said  parishioners  and  others  in  so  pious  a design,  bequeathed 
to  his  executor,  James  Harrop,  200/.,  to  be  employed  by  him  in  the  erecting 
and  setting  up  a school-house,  and  the  remainder  of  the  said  sum  towards  the 
maintenance  of  a discreet  and  learned  schoolmaster,  who  should  be  able  to  teach 
English,  Latin  and  Greek ; and  he  directed  his  said  executor  to  set  or  build 
up  the  said  school-house  within  half  a mile  of  Thame  Water,  and  finish  the  same 
within  five  years  after  his  death.  He  further  directed,  that  immediately  after 
the  school-house  should  be  finished,  and  a schoolmaster  chosen  as  aforesaid  by  his 
executor,  the  remainder  of  the  said  sum  of  200/.,  with  the  further  sum  of  20/., 
after  the  death  of  his  sister,  Esther  Broadbent,.  and  all  other  sums  which  by 
virtue  of  his  will  should  thereafter  fall  to  the  said  school,  should  continue  for 
the  use  of  the  said  school ; viz.  all  the  clear  interest  and  produce  thereof;  and 
that  the  said  school,  with  the  benefits  appertaining  thereto,  should  be  for  ever 
thereafter  free  for  all  the  inhabitants  belonging  to  Saddleworth,  and  to  no  other, 
to  be  taught  in  the  several  tongues  aforesaid  ; and  he  empowered  his  said 
executor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  from  time  to  time  to  choose  and  put  into  the  said 
school  such  qualified  person  to  teach  school  therein  as  he  or  they  should  think 
fit,  and,  if  he  or  they  should  find  any  deficiency  or  neglect  in  the  said  school- 
master, to  displace  and  put  him  out  at  his  and  their  will,  pleasure  and  discre- 
tion, until  such  time  as  some  other  person  should  augment  or  exceed  the 
legacies  thereby  bequeathed  to  the  said  school ; and  he  further  gave  40/.  to 
the  use  of  the  said  free-school,  to  be  employed  as  aforesaid,  if  his  sister  Esther 
should  die  without  issue,  and  the  sum  of  .50/.,  in  case  Thomas  Hawkyard,  his 
half  brother,  should  die  before  he  attained  the  age  of  21,  and  without  issue. 

No  trustees  appear  ever  to  have  been  appointed  for  this  charity,  but  the  heirs 
of  James  Harrop,  the  testator’s  executor,  have  in  succession  acted  in  the 
management  thereof.  The  person  now  representing  the  executor  is  James 
Harrop,  who  succeeded  his  father  about  the  year  1809. 

In  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  testator,  a school,  and  a dwelling-house 
for  the  master,  appear  to  have  been  built,  and  a sum  of  280/.  was  appropriated 
for  the  endowment  of  the  school. 

Several  parcels  of  land  have  been  from  time  to  time  inclosed  from  the  waste 
with  the  consent  of  the  freeholders,  and  there  is  now  in  the  whole  about  three 
acres  of  land  adjoining  the  school,  and  fenced-out  from  the  common.  These 
premises  are  estimated  as  being  worth  about  8/.  or  10/.  per  annum,  and  are 
held  by  the  schoolmaster  rent-free.  The  sum  of  280/.  was  for  some  time  lent 
out  at  interest  in  the  hands  of  several  different  persons  ; it  was  afterwards  called 
Rep.  19.  P p in 
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in,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  late  James  Harrop,  at  5 per-cent.  He  died 
about  18  years  ago,  having  appointed  his  son,  James  Harrop,  his  executor,  and 
the  same  interest  was  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  by  the  son,  until  April  1826, 
when  he  became  bankrupt. 

No  dividend  had  been  paid  at  the  period  of  our  Inquiry,  July  1827. 

The  present  schoolmaster  was  appointed  by  the  grandfather  of  the  present 
James  Harrop,  upwards  of  40  years  ago.  Until  some  time  after  the  period 
when,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Harrop’s  bankruptcy,  the  payment  of  interest  on 
the  sum  of  280/.  was  discontinued,  he  kept  school  in  the  room  erected  for  the 
purpose,  and  taught  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  and  Latin  also  if  required  ; 
such  of  the  children  whose  parents  were  thought  unable  to  pay  to  the  number 
of  twenty-four,  or  upwards,  were  instructed  without  any  charge.  These  child- 
ren were  admitted  by  the  master  as  free  scholars,  according  to  his  own  dis- 
cretion, no  person  having  interfered  in  the  appointment. 

The  master  has  lately  shut  up  the  school,  and  though  he  has  ceased  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  schoolmaster,  he  claims  the  right  of  holding  the  school-pre- 
mises for  his  life,  by  virtue  of  an  agreement  to  that  effect,  which,  we  are 
informed,  he  insists  upon,  as  having  been  made  with  him  in  consideration  of 
the  expenses  he  incurred  in  fencing  the  lands  now  forming  part  of  the  school- 
premises. 

We  could  not  enter  fully  into  the  investigation  of  these  circumstances  with- 
out a personal  examination  of  the  master,  for  which  purpose  we  should  have 
been  obliged  to  have  called  upon  him  to  attend  us  at  a considerable  distance 
from  his  residence,  which  at  his  advanced  age,  (he  being  near  80  years  old,) 
we  were  unwilling  to  do. 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  present  state  of  the  school  peremptorily  requires 
the  intervention  of  trustees,  the  person  who  has  lately  had  the  sole  manage- 
ment thereof  having,  under  the  circumstances  already  detailed,  become  in- 
capacitated from  acting,  and  we  have  therefore  suggested,  as  the  more  easy  and 
the  least  expensive  course  of  proceeding,  that  he  should  transfer  his  interest  in 
the  trust  as  the  representative  of  the  testator’s  executor  to  some  proper  persons, 
in  order  that  they  may  take  the  proper  steps  for  recovering  from  Mr.  Harrop’s 
assignees  the  amount  of  the  debt  due  to  the  charity  from  his  estate,  and  may 
also  interfere  in  re-establishing  the  school. 


Lydyate  School. 

Lydyate  School.  By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  29th  and  30th  November 
1792,  between  John  Kenworthy  and  Henry  Buckley,  surviving  trustees  ap- 
pointed by  the  indenture  thereinafter  recited,  of  the  one  part,  and  James  Harrop, 
John  Radcliffe,  William  Kenworthy,  and  three  others,  of  the  other  part,  reciting, 
that  by  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale  enrolled  in  Chancery,  bearing  date 
3d  March  1763,  between  Philip  Buckley,  of  the  one  part,  and  James  Farrer 
John  Kenworthy,  Henry  Buckley,  and  five  others,  of  the  other  part,  the 
said  Philip  Buckley  conveyed  to  the  said  James  Farrer  and  others,  and  their 
successors,  for  ever,  a messuage  or  dwelling-house,  with  the  appurtenances,  at 
Lydyate,  then  and  thereafter  intended  to  be  used  as  a school-house,  with  a piece 
of  ground  thereto  belonging  in  Saddleworth,  containing  by  estimation  three 
roods,  which  said  messuage  had  been  then  lately  erected  by  the  said  James 
Farrer  and  others,  to  be  used  at  all  times  thereafter  as  a school-house,  upon 
trust,  that  they  or  the  major  part  of  them  should  as  soon  as  they  conveniently 
could,  appoint  a discreet,  learned  and  sober  person  to  be  master  of  the  said 
school,  capable  of  teaching  the  Latin  and  English  language,  and  also  writing 
and  arithmetic,  he  being  paid  Is.  6d.  a quarter  for  each  scholar  learning 
English  only;  2 s.  for  each  learning  English,  writing  and  arithmetic  ; and  2 s.  6d. 
for  each  learning  Latin,  writing  and  arithmetic ; which  schoolmaster  should  enjoy 
the  said  land,  school-house  and  premises,  gratis,  until  by  his  misbehaviour  or  mis- 
conduct he  should  be  displaced  by  a majority  of  the  trustees  for  the  time  being ; 
and  it  was  provided,  that  whenever  the  school  should  be  vacant,  notice  should 
be  placed  on  the  door  of  the  parochial  chapel  of  Saddleworth  ; and  that  in  21 
days  afterwards  the  trustees  should  meet,  and  the  majority  should  elect  a fit  and 
proper  person  to  be  master  to  instruct  such  scholars,  as  should  attend,  at  the 
prices  aforesaid,  and  that  the  major  part  of  the  trustees  should  from  time  to 
time,  after  the  like  notice,  elect  a fit  and  proper  person  to  act  in  the  place  of 
any  trustee  who  should  die. 
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By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  21st  and  22d  August 
1812,  John  Radcliffe  and  William  Kenworthy,  the  then  surviving  trustees,  con- 
veyed the  same  premises  upon  the  like  trusts  to  Joseph  Harrop,  James  Wright, 
John  Whitehead,  and  two  others,  who  as  well  as  William  Kenworthy  are  since 
deceased. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  school,  consists  of  the  premises  mentioned  in 
the  deeds  above  abstracted,  comprising  two  school-rooms,  one  on  the  ground- 
floor,  and  the  other  above.  The  building  is  in  good  condition  externally,  the 
roof  having  been  lately  repaired  at  the  expense  of  two  of  the  trustees. 

There  is  also  a piece  of  waste  land  used  as  a plav-ground,  and  separated 
from  the  school  by  a turnpike-road,  which,  with  a plot  of  ground  adjoining  the 
school,  contains  rather  more  than  three  roods. 

The  schoolmaster  appointed  by  the  trustees  is  allowed  to  make  the  same 
charges  as  are  usually  made  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  master  of  this  school  receives  4/.  per  annum  from  Walker’s  Charity 
hereafter  mentioned,  and  on  this  account  he  selects  from  his  scholars  four  of 
the  poorest  children,  whom  he  teaches  reading  and  the  Church-catechism,  with- 
out making  any  charge. 

Walker’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  this  charity  will  be  found  in  a former  Report,  containing  an 
account  of  the  charities  in  the  parish  of  Ashton-under-Lyne,  16th  Rep.  p.  86. 

The  master  of  the  Lydyate  school  receives  47.  a year  from  Mr.  Whitlow,  of 
Manchester,  as  already  stated  under  the  preceding  head,  and  the  yearly  sum  of 
4/.  is  also  paid  to  the  master  of  an  unendowed  school  kept  at  the  Uelph  in 
Friermere,  who  for  this  sum  instructs  six  or  eight  children  free. 

Boarshurst  School. 

A school  was  lately  erected  at  Boarshurst,  in  Lordsmere,  by  subscription,  and 
upon  an  inclosure  which  was  commenced  about  10  years  ago  an  allotment,  con- 
taining about  25  acres,  was  set  out  for  the  use  of  a schoolmaster.  The  award 
is  not  yet  executed,  and  the  land  remains  uninclosed  and  unproductive. 

Buckley’s  Charity. 

John  Buckley , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  29th  August  1737,  gave  a rent- 
charge  of  10/.  per  annum,  issuing  out  of  premises  situate  at  Fowleleach,  in  the 
parish  of  Oldham,  to  his  eldest  son  Richard  Buckley,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for 
ever,  from  and  after  his  age  of  21  years,  or  the  time  of  his  marriage,  which 
should  first  happen,  charged  nevertheless  and  subject  to  the  payment  of  the 
yearly  sum  of  405.  to  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Quick  and  Saddleworth,  and  he 
directed  that  the  same  should  be  paid  by  his  said  son  Richard,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Quick  and  Saddleworth  aforesaid,  for 
the  time  being,  and  their  successors,  to  be  by  them  laid  out  upon  oatmeal,  and 
given  and  distributed  to  the  poor  inhabitants  aforesaid,  yearly,  every  Christmas- 
day,  at  Grottenhead,  within  Quick  and  Saddleworth,  according  to  the  discre- 
tion and  approbation  of  his  said  son  Richard,  his  heirs  and  assigns. 

Richard  Fosbroke  Buckley,  esq.  is  now  the  owner  of  the  farm  in  Saddle- 
worth, called  Grottenhead,  and  his  tenant  Hugh  Shaw  distributes  annually 
about  Christmas,  to  the  poor  in  his  immediate  neighbourhood,  a quantity  of 
oatmeal  for  which  he  is  allowed  2/.  yearly  in  his  accounts  with  his  landlord. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  the  oatmeal  thus  distributed  is 
to  the  full  vaiue  of  2/.  a year ; and  though  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  inha- 
bitants should  have  the  means  of  ascertaining  that  the  charity  is  correctly  dis- 
posed of,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  testator  has  left  the  disposal  entirely  to 
the  discretion  of  his  son,  his  heirs  and  assigns. 

Schofield’s  Charity. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786,  under  the  head  of  Quick,  in  the 
county  of  York,  it  is  stated  that  Mark  Schofield  left  to  the  poor  of  Friermere, 
not  receiving  relief  from  the  town,  the  yearly  sum  of  lOs.,  which  was  supposed 
to  be  a rentcharge  then  vested  in  John  Platt. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  further  trace  of  the  existence  of  this 
charity. 
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PARISH  OF  ECCLES. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  WORSLEY. 

Dame  Dorothy  Leigh’s  Charity. 

Worsley.  In  our  account  of  the  charities  of  this  township  contained  in  our  16th  Report, 

p.  94,  we  omitted  to  mention  Dame  Dorothy  Leigh ’s  Charity,  arising  from  an 

Diiine  Dorothy  estaxe,  held  by  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  incumbent  of  Ellenbrook  Chapel,  in 
elg  s 1'^ty'/  this  township,  and  for  the  poor  of  Worsley  and  Little  Hulton. 

Since  that  account  was  printed,  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  investigating 
this  charity,  and  the  particulars  will  be  found  in  our  statement  of  those  of  Little 
Hulton,  in  the  parish  of  Dean,  contained  in  the  present  Report. 


PARISH  OF  MANCHESTER. 


Manchester. 

Partington’s 

Charity. 


Partington’s  Charity. 

In  our  Report  of  the  township  of  Manchester,  16  Rep.  p.  158,  we  gave  ab* 
stracts  of  the  documents  relating  to  the  charity  of  John  Partington , but  we 
were  not  able  to  complete  the  investigation  of  that  charity,  until  we  had  an 
opportunity  of  inquiring  as  to  the  lands  in  respect  of  which  the  rent  of  51.  was 
payable. 

We  have  since  ascertained,  that  by  Indenture,  bearing  date  3d  April  1735, 
reciting  an  indenture  of  Assignment,  bearing  date  16th  October  1680,  in  which 
was  recited  the  lease  for  999  years,  made  1st  April  1680,  by  Richard  Percival 
to  William  Crompton,  (as  mentioned  in  our  former  Report,)  Thomas  Davenport 
and  Ann  his  wife,  daughter  and  administratrix  of  Joshua  Dixon,  assigned  the 
premises  described  in  the  said  indenture  of  lease  to  Jacob  Fletcher,  for  the 
residue  of  the  term  of  999  years,  clear  of  all  encumbrances,  except  the  yearly 
payment  of  51. 

Certain  premises  in  Little  Lever,  called  the  Farthest  Mythom,  the  Middle 
Mythom,  the  Delf  Hills,  a little  plot  of  ground  lying  at  the  river  side,  the 
Rough  Mythom,  and  the  Little  Mythom,  containing  altogether  five  or  six 
acres,  with  a house  and  outbuildings  thereon,  now  form  part  of  the  estate  of 
Matthew  Fletcher,  esquire. 

Mr.  Fletcher  appears  to  have  been  unaware  of  his  liability  to  pay  the  yearly 
sum  of  51.,  until  we  communicated  it  to  him,  but  he  has  since  paid  the  sum  of 
10/.  as  the  arrears  for  two  years,  ending  Lady-day  1828,  to  the  churchwardens 
of  Manchester,  and  we  have  been  informed  by  them  that  it  is  their  intention 
to  distribute  the  same  according  to  the  directions  of  the  donor. 
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Hundred  of  Bassetlaw: 

Parish  of  Applethorpe : 

Bryan’s  charity. 

Hamlet  of  Coates : 

Palmer’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Babworth : 

Simpson’s  charity. 

Clerk’s  field. 

Parish  of  Bilsthorpe : 

Lynam’s  charity. 
Church-land. 

Parish  of  Blyth : 

School. 

Smith’s  charity. 
Church-lands. 

Township  of  Blyth : 
Spital-houses. 

Seaton’s  charity. 

Farfoot’s  charity. 
Barlow’s  charity. 

Ryalls’s  and  Greaves’s 
charities. 

Crofts’s  charity. 

Township  of  Baruby  Moor: 
Poors  money. 

Township  of  Stirrup  : 
Greaves’s  charity. 

Township  of  Tonvorth : 
Annuity  of  10  s. 

Chapelry  of  Bawtry : 

Lister’s  charity. 

Forster’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Bole : 

Annuity  of  5 s.  and  poors 
land. 

William  Nettleship’s  cha- 
rity. 

John  Nettleship’s  charity. 
Wilkinson’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Bothamsall : 

Flolliday’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Boughton : 

Markham’s  charity. 

Parish  of  West  Burton  : 

Clark’s  charity. 

Green’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Carlton  in  Lindric  : 
Church-land. 

Parish  of  Clareborough  : 
Annuity  of  3 /.  G s.  8 d. 
Broomhead’s  charity. 
Fisher’s  charity. 

Annuity  of  145. 

Andrew’s  charity. 

Charity  for  gowns. 


Parish  of  Clayworth : 

School. 

Township  of  Clayworth  : 

Annuities  for  the  poor, 
and  poors  money. 

Township  of  Wiseton : 

Poors  close. 

Annuities  of  1 1.  and 
6 s.  8 d. 

Acklom’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Cuckney : 

Pierrepont’s  charity. 

Parish  of  West  Drayton  : 

Walters’s  school,  and  cha- 
rity for  poor  widows. 

Parish  of  Dunham : 

Addy’s  charity. 
Hainsworth’s  charity. 
Church-lands. 

Chapelry  of  Ragnall : 

Poors  money  and  poors 
land. 

Parish  of  Eakring : 

Foster’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Eaton : 

Stringer’s  and  Taylor’s  cha- 
rities. 

Parish  of  Edwinstowe : 

Township  of  Edwinstowe : 
Poors  land. 

Bellamy’s  school. 
Bellamy's  charity  for 
widows. 

Townships  of  Budby  and 
Clipstone  : 

Poors  lands. 

Chapelry  of  Ollerton : 

Thompson’s  and  Mark- 
ham’s charities. 
Town-lands. 

Parish  of  Egmanton  : 

John  Sudbury’s  charity. 
Christopher  Sudbury’s  cha- 
rity. 

Francis  Oldham’s  charity. 
Charities  of  Catherine  Old- 
ham, Thomas  Oldham, 
and  Hannah  Burton. 
Church-lands. 

Parish  of  Elksley : 

Pitts’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Finningley  : 

Hall’s  charity. 

Metcalfe’s  charity. 

Tuke’s  charily. 

Annuity  of  6 s.  8 d. 
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Parish  of  Finningley— continued. 

Poors  money. 

Poors-land  in  Blaxton. 
Schemeld’s  charity. 

Township  of  Finningley : 
Wood’s  charity. 

Township  of  Awkley : 

Pocrs  land. 

Town-close. 

Parish  of  Gamston : 

Charities  cf  Holt  and  Ib- 
berson. 

Parish  of  Gringley-on-the-IIill : 
Clark’s  charity. 

Annuity  of  1 1. 

Parish  of  Grove : 

Levinz’s  almshouses. 

Parish  of  Harworth : 

St.  Mary  Magdalen  Hos- 
pital. 

Brailsford’s  charity. 
Saunderson’s  charity. 
Nevile's  charity. 

Parish  of  Kirton ; 

Charities  of  Rev.  John 
Sykes  and  Lady  Anne 
South. 

Ambler’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Laxton  : 
School-money. 

White’s  charity. 

Hunt’s  charity. 
Church-lands. 

Parish  of  North  Leverton  : 

Colton’s  charity. 

Poors  land. 

Parish  of  South  Leverton  : 
Sampson’s  school. 

Parish  of  East  Markham : 

Gunthorpe’s  charity. 
Dunston’s  charity. 

Eliot’s  charity. 

Atkinson’s  charity. 

Cosens’s  charity. 

Poors  money. 

Parish  of  West  Markham  : 

Poors  lands. 

Miller's  charity. 

Parish  of  Mattersea : 

Nettleship’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Misson  : 

School. 

Charities  of  Lee,  Thomas 
Richardson,  Drury,  and 
Hopper  whit. 

William  Richardson’s  cha- 
rity. 
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302  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 


Parish  of  Misson — continued. 

William  Hindley’s  charity. 
Mary  Hindley’s  charity. 
Richard  Hindley’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Misterton ; 

Township  of  Misterton : 

Clark’s  charity. 
Standering’s  charity. 
Edlington’s  charity. 

Township  of  West  Stoclcwith : 
Clark’s  charity. 
Huntington’s  charity. 
Edlington’s  charity. 
Hall’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Ordsall : 

Johnson’s  charity. 
Halfhide’s  charity. 
Charities  of  Turnell,  Pal- 
mer and  Ellis. 

Parish  of  Rampton : 

Cole’s  charity. 

Charities  of  the  Eyre  family. 
Town’s  acre. 

School. 

Borough  of  East  Retford  : 

Sloswicke’s  hospital. 
Corporation  almshouses. 
Clark’s  charity. 

William  Wharton’s  charity. 
Moody’s  charity. 

Sharpe’s  charity. 
Saltmarsh’s  charity. 

Sutton’s  charity. 
Popplewell’s  charity. 
Woolby’s  charity. 

Welch’s  charity. 

Coleby’s  charity. 

George  Wharton’s  charities. 
Minnitt’s  charity. 

Brown’s  charily. 

Marshall's  charity. 

Parish  of  West  Retford  : 

Trinity  hospital. 

Darell’s  scholarship. 

Church  and  poors  lands. 
Backhouse’s  charity. 
Coleby’s  charity. 
Brownlow’s  and  Johnson’s 
school. 

Johnson’s  charity  for  the 
poor. 

Woolby’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Sturton-in-the-Clay : 

Ilopkinson’s  charity  and 
poors  lands. 

Green’s  charity. 

Connel’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Tuxford : 

Free  grammar  school. 

Lady  White’s  charity. 

Poors  land. 

Charlesworth’s  charity. 
Church-lands. 


Parish  of  Walesby : 

Jackson's  and  Hall’s  charity. 
Poors  land. 

Parish  of  Walkeringham : 
William  Clark’s  charity. 
Woodhouse’s  charities. 
Poors  meadow. 

Marmy  dole. 

Parish  of  Warsop : 

Hall’s  charity. 

Peacock’s  charity. 

Thomas  Whiteman’s  cha- 
rity. 

Sarah  Whiteman’s  charities. 
Wylde’s  charity. 
Richardson’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Wellow : 

School-money. 

Poors  land. 

Parish  of  North  Wheatley. 
Spencer’s  charity. 

Earl  of  Kingston’s  charity. 
Benjamin  James’s  charity. 
Porter’s  charity. 

Thomas  James’s  charity. 
Sherratt’s  charity. 

Parish  of  South  Wheatley : 
Spencer’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Worksop ; 

Charities  of  Woodhouse, 
Medley  and  Sterne. 
Smith’s  charity. 

Hundred  of  Newark : 

Parish  of  North  Clifton : 
Church-lands. 

Townships  of  North  and  South 
Clifton  : 

Nicholson’s  charity. 

Township  of  South  Clifton  ; 
Hall’s  charity. 

Township  of  Harby  : 

Settle’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Girton  : 

Horner’s  charity. 

Parish  of  South  Scarle  : 

Griffin’s  dole. 

Ward’s  charitj'. 

Township  of  Besthorpe  : 
School. 

Parish  of  Thorney  : 

Township  of  Wigsley : 

Union’s  charity. 


Hundred  of  Tiiurgartox: 

Parish  of  Marnham : 

Nicholson’s  charity. 

Township  of  Grassthorpe : 

N icholson’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Normanton  on  Trent : 
School. 

Nicholson’s  charity. 

Poors  lands. 

Meller’s  charity. 

Mrs.  Gaches’s  charity. 

Mrs.  Hall’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Sutton  on  Trent : 
Charity  for  coals. 

Poors  land,  including 
Spray’s  charity. 

Sprigg’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Weston : 

Hawkesworth’s  charity. 

Liberty  of  Southwell  and 
Scrooby : 

Parish  of  Askham : 

Hospital. 

Dickenson’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Beckinghain  : 

Clark’s  charity. 

Wharton’s  charity. 

Burton’s  charity. 

Hall’s  charity. 

Jackson’s  charity. 

Poors  dole. 

Parish  of  Everton : 

Township  of  Everton  : 

Annuity  of  1 1.  6 s.  S d. 
Annuity  of  los. 
Ducklin’s  charity. 

Ella’s  charity. 

Township  of  Scaftworth : 
Annuity  of  13  s.  q.d. 

Parish  of  Hayton  : 

Poors  land. 

Annuity  of  2 1. 

Parish  of  Laneham  : 

Poors  land. 

Annuity  of  13  s.  4 d. 
Skelton’s  charity. 

1 illingham's  charity. 

Parish  of  Scrooby  : 

Annuities  of  1 1.  and  I3s.4</. 

Parish  of  Sutton-on-Lound  : 

School,  including  Taylors 
charity. 

Annuities  for  the  poor. 
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COUNTY  OF  NOTTINGHAM. 


HUNDRED  OF  BASSETLAW. 
PARISH  OF  APPLETHORPE. 


Bryan’s  Charity. 

Penelope  Bryan,  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  17th  December  1740,  and  proved 
at  York  in  the  following  year,  gave  200/.  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of 
North  Leverton,  for  the  time  being,  in  trust,  to  lay  out  the  same  in  land  for 
the  use  of  the  poor,  to  be  distributed  by  the  vicar  of  North  Leverton,  the 
vicar  of  South  Leverton,  and  the  vicar  of  Sturton,  yearly,  on  the  feast  of 
St.  Michael,  40  5.  to  the  poor  of  Applethorpe,  and  the  remainder  to  the  rela- 
tions of  her  brother  Michael  Bland,  deceased,  however  remote  in  affinity,  when 
poor  and  necessitous,  who  should  come  to  North  Leverton  on  that  day  for  the 
said  charity ; but  every  year  that  they  should  neglect  coming  on  that  day,  or  if 
there  should  be  none  such,  she  ordered  the  whole  sum  to  be  given  to  the  said 
poor  of  Applethorpe. 

The  testatrix  also  thereby  charged  all  her  estates  with  the  payment  of  the 
yearly  sum  of  405.  for  ever,  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  and  the  same  to  be  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  said  poor  of  Applethorpe,  and  her  poor  tenants  of  North 
Leverton  (her  tenants,  or  any  that  had  been  tenants,  always  to  be  preferred 
before  the  other  poor,  if  equally  necessitous)  every  Sunday  in  the  year,  to  such 
of  them  as  should  be  then  at  Divine  Service,  by  the  churchwardens  of  Apple- 
thorpe, that  is  to  say,  nine  pennyworth  of  bread  on  every  Sunday,  and  twelve 
pennyworth  on  the  feast  of  St.  Michael ; but  if  her  executor  Michael  Atkinson 
should  refuse  to  pay  the  money  to  the  use  of  the  poor  as  aforesaid,  and  make 
the  proper  conveyances  to  assure  it  to  the  use  of  the  poor,  she  ordered  him 
to  pay  the  sum  of  400/.  to  John  Browne,  clerk,  of  Warsop,  within  two  years 
after  her  decease. 

The  charitable  donations  contained  in  Mrs.  Bryan’s  will  for  the  poor  of  this 
parish  were  void  by  the  Act  of  9 Geo.  2,  c.  36,  but  the  poor  now  receive  the 
benefit  of  them. 

We  are  informed  that  the  sum  of  200/.,  directed  by  her  to  be  laid  out  in 
land  is  now  secured  on  a mortgage  of  a house  in  East  Retford,  the  property 

of  Jarvis  Watson,  and  in  the  occupation  of  Samuel  Hindley,  and Plant,  at 

5 per  cent  interest. 

The  annual  sum  of  405.,  part  of  this  interest,  is  received  from  Mr.  Thomas 
Burton,  a descendant  of  one  of  the  relations  of  the  brother  of  the  testatrix, 
by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  Applethorpe,  and  is  distributed  by  him  amongst 
five  or  six  poor  persons  belonging  to  that  parish,  whether  residing  there  or  not. 
The  residue  of  the  interest  is  divided  equally  amongst  five  persons  claiming 
under  Mrs.  Bryan’s  will,  to  be  entitled  thereto  as  the  descendants  of  relations 
of  her  brother  Michael  Bland. 

In  respect  of  Mrs.  Bryan’s  donation  of  405.  per  annum,  for  a distribution  of 
bread  to  the  poor,  a sum  of  that  amount  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  Joseph  Woodhouse, 
as  the  owner  of  a cottage,  and  8 a.  2r.  of  land  in  the  hamlet  of  Coates,  which 
he  purchased  in  1804  from  Ralph  Walker,  subject  to  such  payment,  to  a baker, 
who  provides  nine  penny  loaves  every  Sunday  and  twelve  additional  penny 
loaves  on  the  Sunday  nearest  to  Michaelmas-day. 

The  bread  is  sent  to  North  Leverton  church  (there  being  no  church  at  Apple- 
thorpe) and  is  there  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  amongst  poor  persons 
of  Applethorpe. 

HAMLET  OF  COATES. 


Applethorp. 
Bryan’s  Charity. 


Palmer’s  Charity. 

Elizabeth  Palmer,  bv  her  Will,  bearing’  date  4th  August  1726,  devised  as 
follows  : 

“ I do  hereby  charge  all  my  messuages,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments 
“ in  the  town  and  precincts  of  Coates,  in  the  parish  of  North  Leverton  and 
“ Applethorpe,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  to  pay  to  the  minister  of  the 
same  parish  for  the  time  being,  and  his  successors,  for  ever,  the  yearly  sum 
“ of  30/.  and  to  such  of  the  poorest  widows  and  orphans  of  the  same  town,  the 
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“ yearly  sum  of  20/.,  as  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  same  parish 
“ for  the  time  being  shall  think  most  tit,  the  said  several  sums  of  30  /.  and 
“ 20/.  to  be  paid  half-yearly,  at  the  feast  of  the  Birth  of  Our  Lord  Christ 
“ and  the  Nativity  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  by  even  and  equal  portions.” 

The  parishes  of  North  Leverton  and  Applethorpe  adjoin  to  each  other. 
They  do  not  form  one  parish,  as  Mrs.  Palmer  appears  from  her  Will  to  have 
supposed ; but  for  many  years  past  there  has  been  no  church  at  Applethorpe. 
There  seems  to  be  some  doubt  whether  the  hamlet  of  Coates  is  altogether  in 
the  parish  of  Applethorpe,  or  partly  in  that  parish,  and  partly  in  the  parish  of 
North  Leverton. 

The  estate  in  this  hamlet,  formerly  belonging  to  Mrs.  Palmer,  was  purchased 
by  the  late  George  Mason,  esq.  who  died  in  1809,  and  was  devised  by  his  will 
to  William  Mason,  esq.  the  present  owner  of  it,  who  pays  the  annual  sum  of 
20/.  charged  thereon  by  her  will,  subject  to  a deduction  for  land-tax,  which 
has  hitherto  amounted  to  1/.  Os.  10g/.  being  at  the  rate  of  Is.  0^/.  in  the 
pound ; but  Mr.  Mason  states  that  he  finds  this  deduction  ought,  in  proportion 
to  the  present  annual  value  of  the  estate,  to  be  only  8 d.  in  the  pound,  and  that 
the  error  shall  be  corrected  in  future. 

There  is  at  the  present  time  only  one  house  in  the  hamlet  of  Coates  inhabited 
by  a poor  person.  Hannah  Chapman,  a widow,  who  resides  in  that  house,  had 
received  the  whole  of  the  above-mentioned  annual  payment  from  the  year  1 80f 
until  about  six  years  ago,  when  a claim  was  made  on  behalf  of  Mary  Hurst* 
a widow,  who  had  gained  a settlement  in  the  parish  of  Applethorpe  by  a resi- 
dence in  Coates,  and  from  that  time  a moiety  only  of  the  annual  sum  has  been 
paid  to  Hannah  Chapman,  and  the  other  moiety  to  Mary  Hurst,  who  resides  at 
Gainsborough. 

The  annual  sum  of  30  /.  directed  by  Mrs.  Palmer’s  will  to  be  paid  to  the 
minister  of  the  parish  of  North  Leverton  and  Applethorpe  was  also  paid  by 
Mr.  William  Mason  (subject  to  a deduction  for  land-tax)  one  moiety  to  the 
perpetual  curate  of  Applethorpe,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  vicar  of  North 
Leverton,  until  the  commencement  of  the  following  proceedings  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  from  which  time  the  payment  was  withheld  from  him  until  the 
Court  should  decide  by  whom  it  ought  to  be  received. 

In  1825  the  Rev.  George  Gould,  as  the  perpetual  curate  of  Applethorpe,  and 
Thomas  Jackson  and  Jonathan  Needham,  as  the  churchwardens  of  that  parish, 
presented  a petition  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  by  which  the  said  perpetual 
curate  insisted  that  the  whole  of  the  said  yearly  sum  of  30  /.  wras  payable  to 
him  as  the  minister  of  Applethorpe  ; and  the  petitioners  insisted  that  the 
whole  of  the  said  sum  of  20/.  was  payable  to  them  as  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens of  Applethorpe,  to  be  paid  and  distributed  by  them  to  and  amongst 
and  for  the  benefit  of  widows  and  orphans  of  that  parish,  to  be  selected  by  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  for  the  time  being. 

This  petition  came  on  to  be  heard  on  the  23d  June  1825,  before  Lord  Gifford, 
then  Master  of  the  Rolls,  when  it  was  opposed  by  the  Rev.  John  Williams,  the 
vicar  of  North  Leverton  ; and  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  entertaining  doubts  with 
respect  to  the  construction  of  Mrs.  Palmer’s  Will  as  to  whom  the  said  sums  of 
20/.  and  30/.  ought  to  be  paid,  directed  that  the  petition  should  stand  over,  and 
that  an  information  should  be  filed  by  the  Attorney-general  in  order  that  this 
point  might  be  decided  by  the  court. 

An  information  was  therefore  filed  for  this  purpose  in  the  name  of  the 
Attorney -general  against  the  Rev.  George  Gould,  Thomas  Jackson,  and  Jonathan 
Needham,  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  Applethorpe,  the  Rev.  John 
Williams,  John  Smith,  and  William  Jackson,  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of 
North  Leverton,  and  William  Mason,  esq.  the  owner  of  the  estate  charged  with 
these  two  annual  sums,  praying  that  the  respective  rights  of  the  minister  and 
churchwardens  of  the  respective  parishes  in  the  two  annual  sums  given  by 
Mrs.  Palmer’s  Will  might  be  ascertained  and  declared  by  the  court,  and  that 
the  said  William  Mason  might  pay  the  said  annual  sums,  and  the  arrears 
thereof,  to  such  persons  as  the  court  should  direct. 

To  this  information  an  answer  was  put  in  by  Mr.  Mason,  but  no  further 
proceedings  have  yet  taken  place  in  the  suit ; and  we  are  informed  that  an 
arrangement  has  been  proposed  for  a compromise,  the  respective  incumbents  ot 
North  Leverton  and  Applethorpe  agreeing  to  receive  the  annual  sum  ot  30/.  in 
equal  moieties  as  heretofore. 

With 
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With  respect  to  the  annuity  of  20/.  we  apprehend  that,  whether  it  ought  to 
be  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  land  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  both 
the  above-mentioned  parishes,  or  to  those  of  one  parish  only,  for  distribution, 
it  is  clear  that  by  the  will  of  Mrs.  Palmer  the  benefit  of  the  charity  was  confined 
to  the  poor  of  Coates,  and  therefore  the  claim  of  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens of  Applethorpe,  in  their  petition,  to  the  right  of  distributing  that 
annuity  amongst  poor  widows  and  orphans  of  that  parish  generally,  appears  to 
have  been  at  all  events  too  extensive. 

There  is  another  point  relating  to  this  annuity  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of 
Coates,  of  which  no  notice  is  taken  in  the  late  proceedings  in  Chancery. 
Previously  to  the  time  when  the  above-mentioned  Hannah  Chapman  became 
a widow,  there  was  a period  during  which  it  was  not  paid  by  the  late  Mr.  George 
Mason,  in  consequence  of  there  being  no  poor  widow  or  orphan  of  Coates 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  charity. 

A letter  was  produced  to  us  by  Mr.  John  Smith,  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of 
Applethorpe,  dated  2d  October  1821,  from  the  Rev.  William  Wood,  deceased, 
(who  appears  to  have  been  vicar  of  North  Leverton  in  1781,  and  to  have  held 
that  living  until  about  the  year  1807,)  to  Mr.  Samuel  White,  of  Applethorpe,  in 
which  he  states,  that  when  Leverton  was  in  his  possession  there  was  at  least 
800/.  in  Mr.  George  Mason’s  hands,  which  was  due  to  the  poor  of  Coates  ; 
that  Mr.  Mason  did  not  object  to  paying  it  if  the  Lord  Chancellor  would  order 
to  whom  it  should  be  paid ; that  he  (Mr.  Wood)  applied  to  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery for  such  directions,  and  had  expended  upwards  of  80/.  as  he  knew  the 
expenses  were  sure  to  be  directed  to  be  paid,  as  they  had  been  on  a former 
occasion,  out  of  the  fund  in  Mr.  Mason’s  hands ; and  that  it  was  on  the  point 
of  being  settled  when  the  living  was  vacated,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  was 
presented  to  it,  who  would  not  proceed  with  the  suit ; that  he  (Mr.  Wood)  lost 
the  80/.  he  had  expended,  and  that  he  supposed  the  300/.  still  remained  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Mason’s  executors  ; that  Mr.  Mason  never  objected  to  the  sum 
being  due  to  the  trustees  of  the  poor  from  him,  but  thought  that  the  300/.  was 
too  much  to  be  paid  to  any  one  or  two  claimants,  and  that  the  Lord  Chancellor 
would  direct  a portion  of  it  only  to  be  paid  to  Hannah  Chapman,  and  the  rest 
to  other  poor  of  the  parishes. 

Mr.  William  Mason  has  produced  to  us  a book  of  private  accounts  kept  by 
his  late  uncle,  commencing  in  1781.  The  first  entry  of  a payment  to  Hannah 
Chapman  is  as  follows  : 

1804.  July  30. — “ Paid  Widow  Chapman,  of  Coates,  being  left  by  the  will 
of  Mrs.  Palmer,  deceased,  51.  5s.\”  and  on  31st  January  1805,  the  sum  of 
18/.  19-s.  2 d.  (being  a year’s  donation,  after  deducting  1/.  Os.  10d.  for  land- 
tax,)  was  paid  to  her  as  being  due  at  Christmas  then  last. 

In  the  accounts  for  the  preceding  years  sums  are  entered  from  time  to  time 
as  paid  to  the  incumbents  of  Applethorpe  and  North  Leverton  in  respect  of 
Mrs.  Palmer’s  annuity  of  30/.  ; but  the  two  following  are  the  only  payments  in 
respect  of  her  annuity  of  20/. 

1794.  July  11. — “ Paid  Anne,  the  wife  of  Edward  Aislabie,  who  was 
daughter  of  Robert  Watson,  of  Coates,  Mrs.  Palmer’s  charity,  for  eight  years 
from  Lady-day  1774  to  ditto  1782,  land-tax  deducted,  16/.  5 s.” 

1797*  June  18. — “ Paid  Robert  Watson,  the  son  of  Robert  Watson,  of  Coates, 
deceased,  and  who  was  left  an  orphan,  Mrs.  Palmer’s  charity,  for  eight  years 
from  Lady-day  1774  to  ditto  1782,  land-tax  deducted,  16/.  5s.” 

As  the  annuity  for  eight  years  from  1774  to  1782  would  have  amounted  to 
160/.  (subject  to  deductions  for  land-tax,)  and  as  a small  portion  only  of  that 
sum  was  paid  to  the  two  orphans  above  mentioned,  it  would  seem  that  other 
persons  had  either  previously  received,  or  were  considered  by  Mr.  George 
Mason  entitled  to  receive,  the  residue  thereof  for  that  period. 

No  payment  of  the  annuity  is  shown  by  these  accounts  from  1782  until  1804, 
but  we  are  not  enabled  to  state,  whether  during  the  whole  of  that  period  there 
was  a failure  of  objects  of  the  charity,  or  whether  there  may  not  have  been  some 
payments  made  by  Mr.  George  Mason,  although  not  entered  in  his  accounts. 
There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  there  was  a suspension  of  the  payment  previ- 
ously to  1804,  in  consequence  of  there  being  no  poor  widows  or  orphans  in 
Coates,  but  we  apprehend  that  the  owner  of  the  land  was  not  thereby  discharged 
from  the  liability  to  pay  the  annuity,  but  that  it  ought  to  have  been  accumulated 
for  the  increase  of  the  income  of  the  charity.  As,  however,  the  annuity  has 
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been  regularly  paid  during  the  last  23  years,  it  may  be  a question  whether 
Mr.  William  Mason,  (who  is  the  devisee  of  the  estate  charged,  and  also  the 
executor  and  residuary  legatee  of  Mr.  George  Mason,)  ought,  under  the  above 
mentioned  circumstances,  to  be  called  upon  to  account  for  any  arrears  of  the 
annuity  which  were  unpaid  previously  to  the  year  1804. 

Mr.  William  Mason  informs  us  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  find  any  copies 
of  the  proceedings  in  Chancery  alluded  to  in  the  before-mentioned  letter  from 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Wood,  and  we  cannot  ascertain  at  what  time  those  proceedings 
took  place. 


PARISH  OF  BABWORTH. 

Simpson’s  Charity. 

Babworth.  Lindley  Simpson,  esquire,  by  his  Will,  as  appears  from  an  extract  of  it  framed 

- — . and  hung  up  in  Babworth  church,  gave  to  the  rector  of  Babworth,  for  ever,  one 
Simpsons  Charity.  s|lare  jn  ^|ie  canal  navigation  from  Chesterfield  to  the  river  Trent,  on  trust,  that 
the  said  rector  for  the  time  being  should  apply  the  yearly  interest,  dividends 
and  produce  of  the  said  share,  in  teaching  poor  children  of  Babworth  to  read, 
and  in  the  purchase  of  Old  and  New  Testaments,  or  other  good  books,  at  the 
discretion  of  such  rector  and  his  successors,  and  for  the  use  of  such  poor 
children. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  the  date  of  this  donation  is  stated  to 
be  1781. 

The  annual  dividends  on  the  above-mentioned  canal-share,  which  vary  in 
amount,  having  been,  in  1821,  61.;  1822,  51.  10s.;  1823,  61.  ; 1824,  7 1-  > 
1825,  8/.  ; and  1S26,  81.,  are  received  by  the  Rev.  Archdeacon  Eyre, 
rector  of  Babworth,  and  are  applied  by  him,  with  money  arising  from  voluntary 
contributions,  in  paying  for  the  instruction  of  poor  children  of  the  parish,  and  in 
supplying  the  poor  with  Bibles  and  Prayer  Books. 

The  children  are  taught  by  a schoolmistress  in  a cottage  at  a place  in  this 
parish  called  the  Lane  Houses. 

In  the  parish  register  there  is  an  entry  stating  that  10/.  was  left  by  William 
Simpson,  esquire,  in  1702,  towards  teaching  children  to  read,  and  that  51.  was 
left  by  Mrs.  Simpson,  relict  of  John  Simpson,  esquire,  in  1746  ; and  a memo- 
randum is  added,  made  by  Mr.  Lindley  Simpson  in  177L  stating,  that  these  two 
benefactions,  amounting  to  15/.,  were  laid  out  to  rebuild  the  cottage  at  the  Lane 
Houses,  where  John  Hill  then  lived,  and  for  which  rent  ought  to  be  paid  and 
applied  towards  teaching  children  to  read. 

This  cottage  has  been  used  as  a school  during  the  last  40  years.  Having  become 
ruinous  it  was  not  long  since  repaired  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  Honourable 
Bridgman  Simpson  and  Archdeacon  Eyre,  each  of  whom  gave  twenty  guineas 
for  that  purpose. 

As  a considerable  part  of  the  parish  lies  at  a distance  from  this  schoo 
house,  there  is  another  school,  the  mistress  of  which  is  paid  by  Archdeacon 
Eyre,  for  the  instruction  of  other  poor  children. 

Clerk’s  Field. 

Clerk’s  Field.  At  the  distance  of  about  100  yards  from  the  school  there  is  a field,  contain- 
ing between  two  and  three  acres,  usually  called  the  Clerk’s  Field.  It  is  now  in 
the  occupation  of  the  Rev.  Archdeacon  Eyre,  who  pays  rent  for  it  to  the 
parish-clerk  as  a part  of  his  salary. 

We  are  informed  that  there  is  no  document  in  the  parish  showing  from 
whose  donation  this  field  was  derived,  or  for  what  purpose  it  was  originally 
given.  • . 
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PARISH  OF  BILSTHORPE. 

Lynam’s  Charity. 

James  Lynam,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  10th  November  1782,  and  proved  in 
the  Exchequer  Court  of  York,  gave  5 /.  for  ever  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
Bilsthorpe,  the  use  of  it  to  be  given  in  bread,  yearly,  on  New  Year’s-day,  to  such 
widows  and  other  poor  people  as  the  minister  and  churchwardens  should  judge 
most  in  want;  and  he  desired  that  the  said  51.  should  be  well  secured  by  land 
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* if  possible,  and  he  appointed  his  son  William  and  his  wife  executors  of  his 
will. 

In  a memorandum  indorsed  on  a copy  of  this  will,  which  was  produced  to 
us,  it  stated  that  the  principal  sum  was  on  the  2d  of  March  1786  paid  into  the 
hands  of  William  Ingall,  the  then  churchwarden  of  Bilsthorpe,  by  the  said 
I William  Lynam,  as  surviving  executor  of  the  testator. 

The  annual  sum  of  5 s.  as  the  interest  of  this  sum  is  now  paid  by  the  overseer 
of  the  poor  out  of  the  parochial  funds,  and  distributed  to  the  poor  in  bread. 

Church  Land. 

A Lease  was  produced  to  us,  bearing  date  24th  October  1G62,  and  indorsed 
“ Deed  of  the  Church  Land,”  whereby  Henry  Loud,  Charles  Simpson,  and 
Richard  Pinder,  guardians  of  the  church  and  inhabitants  of  Bilsthorpe,  in  con- 
sideration of  9 /.,  demised  to  Thomas  Pinder , three  selions  of  arable  land  in  the 
town  fields  of  Eakring,  in  a place  called  the  Snape,  bounded  as  therein  men- 
tioned, and  two  other  selions  of  arable  land  in  the  fields  of  Eakring,  in  the  said 
place,  called  the  Snape,  bounded  as  therein  mentioned,  for  the  term  of  99  years, 
at  a peppercorn  rent  payable  to  the  said  Henry  Loud  and  others,  and  their 
successors,  guardians  of  the  church  of  Bilsthorpe. 

We  are  informed  that  no  other  deeds  can  be  found  relating  to  these  lands. 

There  are  now  two  small  plots  of  arable  land  in  the  common  field  of  the 
parish  of  Eakring,  lying  in  the  place  called  the  Snape,  containing  together  by 
estimation  about  an  acre  and  a half.  They  are  in  the  occupation  of  Elizabeth 
Flint,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  1 1.  1 s.,  to  which  amount  it  was  raised 
some  years  ago  from  14 s.  The  land  is  supposed  to  be  worth  somewhat  more 
than  the  rent  at  present  paid  for  it,  and  it  is  intended  by  the  parishioners  to 
have  it  surveyed  and  let  tor  a fair  rent. 

The  rent  is  received  by  the  churchwarden,  and  is  paid  to  the  parish-clerk,  as 
master  of  the  Sunday-school.  It  has  been  thus  disposed  of  for  the  last  four 
years,  but  before  that  time  was  carried  to  the  churchwarden’s  general  account. 


PARISH  OF  BLYTH. 

School. 

A Building  in  the  town  of  Blyth,  which  is  said  to  have  been  formerly  a 
chapel,  has  long  been  used  as  a school,  and  is  repaired  by  the  churchwardens 
out  of  the  parochial  funds. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  it  is  stated  that  land  producing  51. 
per  annum  had  been  given  by  some  unknown  donor  for  teaching  10  poor 
children  to  read  and  write,  and  was  then  vested  in  William  Mellish,  esq. 

An  annual  sum  of  51.  was  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  of  this  parish  during  the 
time  that  the  Blyth  Hall  estate  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  Mellish  family, 
by  the  owner  for  the  time  being  of  the  estate.  It  is  supposed  that  this  sum  was 
paid  as  the  rent  of  a parcel  of  land  in  Blyth  Marsh,  given  by  some  person  as  a 
charity  for  the  instruction  of  poor  children,  and  rented  by  the  successive  owners 
of  the  Blyth  Hall  estate,  the  occupation  thereof  being  from  its  situation  con- 
venient to  them,  but  no  document  can  be  found  relating  to  the  donation. 

Many  years  ago  the  river  Idle  was  widened  by  one  of  the  Mellish  family,  and 
a part  of  the  land  in  question  adjoining  the  river  is  understood  to  have  been 
made  use  of  for  that  purpose.  The  estate  having  been  sold  to  the  late  Joshua 
Walker,  esq.  in  1805,  the  same  annual  payment  of  51.  to  the  schoolmaster  was 
made  by  him,  and  was  continued  until  the  time  of  the  inclosure  of  lands  in  the 
township  of  Blyth,  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1814,  when  a claim 
was  made  by  the  churchwardens  and  the  present  schoolmaster  to  a portion  of 
land  in  the  marsh  as  belonging  to  the  school ; and  an  offer  was  thereupon  made 
by  Henry  Walker,  esq.  who  had  succeeded  to  the  possession  of  the  Blyth  Hall 
estate,  to  give  up  other  land  in  Blyth  to  the  schoolmaster  in  consideration  of 
the  claims  to  the  marsh-land  being  abandoned,  which  offer  was  accepted  by  the 
schoolmaster  and  parishioners. 

The  particulars  of  this  transaction  are  detailed  in  a resolution  adopted  at 
a vestry-meeting  of  this  parish,  holden  on  27th  October  1815,  and  signed  by  the 
Reverend  John  Rudd,  vicar  of  Blyth,  the  four  churchwardens,  the  schoolmaster, 
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and  several  of  the  parishioners,  whereby,  after  reciting  that  doubts  had  been 
entertained  by  the  family  of  Mellish  whether  a field  in  Blyth  called  the  Marsh, 
being  the  second  field  on  the  road  leading  from  Blyth  to  Norney,  on  the  right- 
hand  side  thereof,  consisting  by  estimation  of  five  acres,  which  had  been  always 
reputed  to  belong  to  the  parish-school  of  Blyth,  but  had  been  for  many  years 
in  the  occupation  of  the  said  family,  who  paid  annually  5 1.  to  the  schoolmaster 
in  respect  thereof,  was  or  was  not  the  property  of  the  said  parish-school ; that 
in  1805  the  said  family  sold  the  said  field,  with  their  Blyth  Hall  estate,  to  the 
late  Joshua  Walker,  esq.,  and  that  he  and  his  son  Henry  Walker,  esq.  had 
enjoyed  the  said  field  from  that  period,  paying  yearly  to  Benjamin  Stacye,  the 
schoolmaster,  51.  in  respect  of  the  same ; that  various  representations  had  been 
made  to  the  said  Joshua  and  Henry  Walker  concerning  the  right  of  the  school 
to  that  field,  and  that  they  had  been  requested  to  restore  it  without  effect ; that 
the  said  Henry  Walker,  professing  a wish  for  the  good  of  the  school,  had  pro- 
posed to  the  said  Benjamin  Stacye  and  the  parishioners  assembled  in  vestry,  to 
give  in  perpetuity  to  the  said  school  two  fields  called  Draw  Bridge  Moor  Fall, 
situate  at  the  west  end  of  the  road  leading  from  Torworth  to  the  Long  Brecks 
Lane,  on  the  two  opposite  sides  thereof^  containing  together  Ga.  1r.  16p, 
provided  that  the  said  Benjamin  Stacye  and  the  said  parishioners  should  abandon 
all  claim  to  the  field  called  the  Marsh  ; the  schoolmaster  and  parishioners  so 
assembled  declared  that  it  was  expedient  to  accept  the  said  offer,  and  to  have 
the  surrender  by  the  said  Henry  Walker  of  the  said  two  fields,  and  the  accept- 
ance of  the  same  on  behalf  of  the  school  and  the  surrender  to  him  of  the  marsh- 
field,  and  his  acceptance  of  the  same  confirmed  in  the  general  award  of  the 
Commissioners  then  executing  the  Act  for  inclosing  lands  in  the  township 
of  Blyth. 

In  consequence  of  this  arrangement,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Inclosure,  by 
their  award  dated  in  1819,  at  the  request  and  by  the  consent  of  Benjamin 
Stacye,  schoolmaster  of  the  parish-school  of  Blyth,  Henry  Walker,  esq.  the 
Reverend  John  Rudd,  vicar  of  Blyth,  and  the  churchwardens  of  Blyth  for  the 
time  being,  allotted  to  the  said  Benjamin  Stacye,  and  the  schoolmaster  for  the 
time  being,  two  parcels  of  land,  both  called  Drawbridge  Moor  Fall  Fields,  con- 
taining together  6 a.  In.  12p.  bounded  as  therein  mentioned,  to  the  use  of  him 
and  his  successors,  schoolmasters  of  Blyth,  in  exchange  for  a parcel  of  land  called 
the  Marsh,  containing  5 a.  3r.  26  p.  which  had  been  reputed  to  belong  to  the 
schoolmaster  of  the  parish  of  Blyth  for  the  time  being,  and  which  was  thereby 
awarded  by  the  like  consent  to  the  said  Henry  Walker  and  his  heirs. 

In  the  award,  the  land  thus  allotted  to  the  schoolmaster  is  stated  to  be  of 
equal  value  to  that  given  in  exchange,  but  in  a valuation  of  the  lands  in  the 
township  of  Blyth,  made  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  the  poors  rates,  the  Marsh 
was  valued  at  4/.  per  acre,  and  the  Drawbridge  Moor  Fall  Fields,  being  arable 
land,  at  about  2/.  per  acre,  and  we  are  informed  that  it  was  not  considered  by 
the  parishioners,  when  the  exchange  was  made,  that  the  land  received  by  the 
schoolmaster  was  of  equal  value  to  that  claimed  by  him,  but  that  in  the  absence 
of  all  documents  to  support  that  claim,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  accept 
Mr.  Walker’s  offer.  It  appears  to  us,  that  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
this  was  the  most  prudent  course. 

The  two  above-mentioned  fields  received  by  the  schoolmaster  under  the 
Commissioners  award,  are  in  the  occupation  of  John  Dufty,  having  been  let  to 
him  at  a very  good  rent  of  18/.  per  annum  by  the  schoolmaster,  who  receives 
the  rent,  and  in  respect  thereof  instructs  ten  poor  children  of  this  parish  in 
reading  and  writing,  viz.  two  of  the  township  of  Blyth,  two  of  Barnby  Moor 
and  Bilby,  two  of  Hodsock  and  Stirrup,  two  of  Ranskill,  and  two  of  Torworth. 
At  the  time  of  our  Investigation  all  the  children  thus  taught  were  boys,  but  girls 
have  been  occasionally  admitted  as  free  scholars.  As  vacancies  occur,  other 
children  approved  of  by  the  vicar  are  admitted  into  the  school. 

The  present  schoolmaster  was  appointed  in  1790  at  a public  meeting  of  the 
parishioners,  and  his  appointment  was  approved  of  by  the  then  vicar,  who  was 
not  resident  at  Blyth.  We  are  informed  that  the  right  of  nominating  the 
master  is  considered  to  be  vested  in  the  vicar  for  the  time  being. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  rent,  the  master  receives  five  guineas  per 
annum  from  the  churchwardens  out  of  the  parochial  funds,  but  this  is  considered 
a voluntary  donation  of  the  parish  for  his  encouragement. 
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Smith’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  church  of  this  parish,  that  the  Rev.  William 
Smith  left  35l.  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Blyth,  and  that  the  vicar,  church- 
wardens, overseers  of  the  poor,  and  inhabitants,  to  perpetuate  his  memory,  had 
agreed  that  the  interest  thereof  should  be  distributed  in  bread  by  the  church- 
wardens, in  the  church  the  first  Sunday  in  every  month,  beginning  with  the 
month  of  August  1720. 

A memorandum  in  the  book  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of 
Blyth,  dated  10th  March  1759,  states,  that  two  new  houses  adjoining  to  the 
Town’s-house,  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Crofts,  were  built  with  35 1.  left  by 
Mr.  Smith,  20/.  left  by  James  Ryalls,  and  10/.  left  by  Thomas  Greaves;  that 
the  overseers  of  the  poor  were  to  receive  the  rents  of  the  said  houses,  and  to 
pay  thereout  yearly  to  the  churchwardens  1/.  8s.,  to  be  distributed  in  bread  in 
the  church  on  the  first  Sunday  in  every  month,  according  to  the  directions  of 
Mr.  Smith’s  will ; and  that  the  interest  of  the  legacies  left  by  Ryalls  and 
Greaves  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  rates,  and  distributed  to  the  poor  of  Blyth, 
as  their  wills  directed,  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

The  two  houses  mentioned  in  this  memorandum,  which  are  in  the  town  of 
Blyth,  are  now  occupied  by  paupers  of  that  township  as  tenants  to  the  overseers. 

In  respect  of  Mr.  Smith’s  Charity,  an  annual  sum  of  1/.  8 s.,  being  the  interest 
of  his  donation  of  35  /.,  at  the  rate  of  4 /.  per  cent,  is  paid  by  the  overseer  of 
the  township  of  Blyth  out  of  the  poors  rates  thereof  to  the  churchwardens,  by 
whom  distributions  of  small  loaves  to  that  amount  are  made  at  the  church  after 
service,  not  on  the  first  Sunday  in  every  month  as  mentioned  in  the  tablet, 
but  on  two  successive  Sundays  about  Christmas,  amongst  poor  persons  of  the 
parish. 

The  donations  of  James  Ryalls  and  Thomas  Greaves  will  be  noticed  in  the 
account  of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  Blyth. 

Church  Lands. 

By  the  above-mentioned  award  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Blyth  Inclosure,  Church  Lands, 
a piece  of  land  called  Drawbridge  Moor  Fall  Close,  containing  5a.  2r.  32p., 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  road  leading  from  Blyth  to  Torworth,  and  on  the 
west  by  the  road  leading  from  Blyth  to  Retford,  and  another  piece  of  land  at 
the  eastern  end  of  another  close  called  Drawbridge  Moor  Fall  Close,  containing 
3 r.  13 p.,  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  road  leading  from  Blyth  to  Torworth, 
and  on  the  south  by  the  above-mentioned  Drawbridge  Moor  Fall  Close,  were 
allotted  to  the  churchwardens  of  Blyth  in  exchange  for  an  allotment  thereby 
made  to  the  churchwardens  on  the  common  called  Cunscar  and  Rails,  con- 
taining 1 a.  32p.,  a parcel  of  ancient  inclosure  on  the  Long  Brecks,  containing 
2a.  3r.  6p.,  a cottage,  with  land  thereto  belonging,  in  the  occupation  of 
William  Wilson,  containing  1 r.  7r.,  and  two  houses  and  gardens  in  Blyth 
Norney,  in  the  occupation  of  Francis  Hancock  and  Charles  Greensmith,  con- 
taining together  38  perches,  which  were  thereby  allotted  to  Henry  Walker, 
esq.  and  his  heirs. 

We  cannot  learn  that  there  is  any  document  in  existence  relating  to  the  field 
of  old  inclosure,  the  cottage  and  the  two  houses  thus  exchanged  by  the  church- 
wardens, which  were  considered  to  belong  to  the  church  of  Blyth. 

Of  the  two  parcels  of  land  received  in  exchange  by  the  churchwardens,  the 
former  containing  5 a.  2r.  32  p.,  is  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  George  Creassey, 
one  of  the  present  churchwardens,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  9 /.  7 s.  per 
annum,  and  the  latter  containing  3 r.  13  p.  (which  still  forms  part  of  the  close 
mentioned  in  the  award,  but  its  boundaries  are  marked  by  stakes,)  is  in  the 
occupation  of  James  Garthside,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  1 /.  13  s.  3 d. 
per  annum. 

There  is  also  a close  of  arable  land  in  the  township  of  Stirrup,  containing 
about  six  acres,  which  is  stated  to  have  been  allotted  to  the  churchwardens  on 
the  Stirrup  Inclosure  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1802,  in  lieu  of 
common  rights  belonging  to  some  part  of  the  premises  belonging  to  the  church, 
and  which  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thorpe,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  the  rent  of  9 /•  per  annum. 

All  these  rents,  which  are  stated  to  be  of  fair  amount,  are  carried  to  the 
churchwardens  general  account  in  aid  of  the  church-rates. 

Rep.  19.  R r 


Blyth. 
Smith’s  Charity, 


310  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 


TOWNSHIP  OF  BLYTH. 

Spital  Houses. 

Blyth.  In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786,  it  is  stated  that  certain  houses  which 

had  been  given  by  some  unknown  donor  for  the  habitation  of  six  poor  people 

Spital  Houses.  j^yth,  and  an  annual  sum  of  3 /.  for  the  same  six  poor  people,  were  then 
v / vested  in  William  Mellish,  esq. 

The  houses  mentioned  in  the  Returns,  which  were  six  in  number,  and  called 
the  Spital  Houses,  were  situate  near  the  town  of  Blyth,  on  the  road  leading 
from  thence  to  Ollerton,  and  were  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  township  out 
of  the  poors  rates. 

Some  years  after  the  purchase  of  the  Blyth  Hall  Estate  by  Mr.  Joshua 
Walker,  a house  was  built  by  him  near  the  Spital  Houses,  and  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  Charles  Champion,  who  with  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  in  vestry  pulled 
down  the  six  old  houses,  and  erected  six  others  on  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Walker 
adjoining  to  the  same  road,  about  100  yards  nearer  to  the  town  of  Blyth.  The 
houses  thus  built  are  stated  to  be  equal  in  size  and  convenience  to  the 
old  ones. 

Mr.  Champion,  as  the  tenant  of  Mr.  Henry  Walker,  the  present  owner  of 
Blyth  Hall,  pays  amongst  the  six  people  inhabiting  these  houses  2 /.  per  annum, 
by  half-yearly  payments,  and  furnishes  them  with  coals  once  a year  to  the  value 
of  1 /.  The  same  payments  and  distribution  of  coals  have  been  made  for  many 
years  past,  but  it  is  not  known  on  what  part  of  Mr.  Walker’s  estate  they  are 
chargeable. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  almshouses  are  poor  persons  belonging  to  the  township 
of  Blyth,  and  usually  widows.  They  are  appointed,  as  vacancies  occur,  by  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  at  a vestry-meeting,  and  most  of  them  receive 
relief  from  the  township. 

The  Rev.  John  Rudd  informs  11s,  that  when  he  came  to  reside  at  Blyth  as 
vicar  in  1813,  he  learnt  that  there  was  a tradition  that  some  land  lying  behind 
the  old  Spital  Houses  had  been  formerly  given  for  the  support  of  the  inhabit- 
ants thereof,  and  that  he  then  made  inquiries  as  to  this  point,  but  could  obtain 
no  information  that  could  be  relied  on. 

It  is  probable  that  the  old  Spital  Houses  above  mentioned  were  the  remains  of 
an  ancient  hospital  mentioned  in  Tanner’s  Notitia  Monastica  as  having  been 
founded  by  William  de  Cressy,  Lord  of  Hodsock,  for  a warden,  three  chaplains, 
and  several  leprous  people,  and  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  which  was 
valued  in  26  Henry  VIII.  at  8 /.  14  s.  per  annum.  This  William  de  Cressy  appears 
from  Thoroton’s  History  of  Nottinghamshire  to  have  lived  in  the  tune  of 
King  John. 

Seaton’s  Charity. 

Seaton’s  Charity.  John  Seaton , of  Blyth,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  1.5th  May  1700,  and  proved 
in  the  Exchequer  Court  of  York  in  the  same  year,  gave  to  his  grand-daughter 
Elizabeth  Seaton  his  lands  and  tenements  in  Blyth,  which  were  unsettled,  in 
case  she  should  live  to  attain  the  age  of  21  years,  and  to  her  heirs ; and  he 
directed  that  there  should  be  paid  out  of  the  said  lands  and  tenements  for  ever 
the  yearly  sum  of  81.  quarterly,  and  the  further  sum  of  40 s.  for  coals  and  cloths, 
in  all  10/.  yearly,  to  two  poor  persons,  one  to  be  of  the  poor  of  Blyth,  and  the 
other  of  another  parish  or  town,  to  be  elected  and  appointed  by  his  friends 
Edward  Buck,  of  Blyth,  John  Torr,  of  Scrooby,  and  Thomas  Aldam,  of 
Wareworth,  in  the  county  of  York,  and  his  heirs. 

By  Indenture  of  Feoffment,  bearing  date  9th  May  1763,  between  Edward 
Gulson,  eldest  son  of  Anne  Gulson,  who  was  the  only  daughter  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Edward  Buck,  of  the  first  part,  Benjamin  Wilson,  and  10  others,  of 
the  second  part,  and  Samuel  Booth,  of  the  third  part,  reciting,  that  the  said 
John  Seaton  in  his  life-time  built  a tenement  consisting  of  two  dwellings, 
situate  in  Blyth,  then  called  hospitals,  wherein  Elizabeth  Bingley  and  Martha 
Barton,  two  poor  widows,  then  dwelt,  and  also  conveyed  and  assured  the  same 
to  the  said  Thomas  Aldam,  John  Torr,  and  Edward  Buck  (all  since  deceased) 
and  their  heirs,  on  the  trusts  thereinafter  mentioned,  and  also  devised  to  them 
the  above-mentioned  annuity  of  10/. ; the  said  Edward  Gulson,  as  the  heir  of 
Edward  Buck,  the  surviving  trustee,  in  order  that  the  said  tenement  and 
annuity  might  be  vested  in  proper  trustees,  granted  and  enfeoffed  the  said 
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tenement  to  the  said  Benjamin  Wilson  and  the  other  parties  of  the  second  part,  Blyth. 
and  their  heirs,  on  trust,  as  often  as  the  above-mentioned  two  dwellings  should  - — 

become  vacant,  to  appoint  two  poor  persons  to  inhabit  in  the  same,  one  of  ’ 

them  at  the  time  of  such  appointment  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Blyth,  v / 

and  the  other  to  be  of  the  society  of  Quakers,  and  belonging  to  the  Blyth 
monthly  meeting,  if  a proper  person  should  be  there  found,  or  in  default 
thereof,  such  a proper  person  as  should  be  recommended  by  the  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  County  of  Nottingham.  And  the  said  Edward  Gulson  granted 
and  assigned  to  the  said  Benjamin  Wilson,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  second 
part,  and  their  heirs,  the  said  annuity  of  10/.  on  trust,  to  pay  on  each  quarter- 
day  to  the  poor  persons  for  the  time  being  inhabiting  the  said  tenement, 

20  s.  each  for  their  maintenance  ; and  on  the  5th  July  and  5th  January,  yearly, 
to  expend  205.  in  coals,  for  the  use  of  such  two  poor  persons  ; and  on  trust,  that 
when  there  should  nor  be  surviving  more  than  two  of  the  trustees,  the  surviv- 
ors should  convey  and  assign  the  said  tenement  and  annuity  to  six  or  more 
other  persons  of  the  society  called  Quakers,  on  the  same  trusts  ; provided  that 
it  should  be  lawful  for  the  major  part  of  the  said  trustees,  for  any  gross  offence 
or  misbehaviour,  to  deprive  any  poor  person  inhabiting  in  the  said  tenement, 
and  to  appoint  another  in  his  stead,  and  also  as  often  as  the  said  dwellings 
should  become  vacant  by  death  or  removal,  to  suffer  the  same  so  to  remain, 
and  to  receive  one  moity  of  the  said  annuity,  until  such  sums  as  should  have 
been  expended  by  them  in  keeping  the  said  dwellings  in  repair  should  be  paid  ; 
provided  also,  that  if  any  present  or  future  trustee  of  the  charity  should  cease 
to  be  a member  of  the  society  called  Quakers,  all  such  trust,  estate  and  interest 
as  he  should  then  have  should  be  devested  out  of  him,  and  become  vested  in 
the  said  other  trustees  and  their  heirs. 

By  Indenture  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  20th  and  21st  January  1767, 
between  William  Mellish,  esq.  and  Charles  Mellish,  esq.  his  eldest  son  and 
heir  apparent,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  said  Benjamin  Wilson,  and  eight  other 
persons,  being  the  survivors  of  the  trustees  under  the  above-mentioned  inden- 
ture of  9th  May  1763,  reciting  that  indenture,  and  also  reciting  that  the  said 
William  Mellish,  with  the  consent  of  the  said  surviving  trustees,  had  pulled 
down  the  said  hospital  in  order  to  rebuild  the  same  in  a more  convenient  place, 
and  had,  before  the  pulling  down  of  the  same,  agreeed  with  the  said  trustees, 
that  as  soon  as  the  new  hospital  intended  to  be  rebuilt  should  be  finished, 
he  would  convey  the  same  so  the  ssid  trustees,  to  the  uses  for  which  the  old 
hospital  was  originally  intended,  and  that  the  said  hospital  being  then  com- 
pleted, the  said  William  Mellish  was  desirous  of  fulfilling  his  said  agreement ; 
the  said  William  Mellish  and  Charles  Mellish  conveyed  to  the  said  Benjamin 
Wilson  and  the  other  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  the  said  new 
erected  tenement,  consisting  of  two  dwellings,  with  the  ground  lying  before  the 
same,  to  extend  to  the  new  wall  intended  shortly  to  be  built  by  the  said 
William  Mellish,  next  the  street,  upon  the  trusts  before  mentioned. 

The  present  trustees  of  this  charity  are  Joseph  Armitage,  John  Bake  well, 
and  Francis  Hart,  all  of  Nottingham,  of  the  society  of  Quakers,  being  the 
survivors  of  seven  trustees,  appointed  by  deeds  of  lease  and  release  of  the  21st 
and  22d  December  1796. 

The  provision  in  the  trust-deed  of  1763,  that  one  of  the  poor  persons  to  be 
appointed  to  inhabit  the  tenement  mentioned  in  that  deed,  should  be  a member 
of  the  society  of  Quakers,  and  that  the  trustees  of  this  charity  should  also  be 
members  of  that  society,  do  not  appear  to  have  been  founded  on  any  directions 
to  that  effect  in  the  donor’s  will. 

The  two  dwellings  belonging  to  this  charity  adjoin  to  the  Quakers  meeting- 
house at  Blyth.  One  of  them  is  inhabited  by  a widow  of  a member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  the  other  by  a widow  of  a Quaker. 

When  the  former  is  vacant,  a poor  widow  of  the  township  of  Blyth  is  placed 
therein  by  Mr.  Joseph  Woolley,  a Quaker,  now  residing  at  Blyth  Norney,  on 
the  part  of  the  trustees  of  the  charity,  with  the  assistance  and  recommendation 
of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Blyth. 

A vacancy  in  the  latter  is  filled  up  by  the  trustees,  at  the  quarterly  meeting 
of  Quakers  at  Nottingham,  with  a Quaker’s  widow  belonging  to  some  other 
place. 

The  annual  sum  of  10/.,  mentioned  in  the  donor’s  will,  is  received  by  Mr. 

Joseph  Woolley,  on  account  of  the  trustees,  from  Henry  Walker,  esquire,  as  the 
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owner  of  a farm  in  the  township  of  Blyth,  situate  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the 
road  leading  from  Blyth  to  Ollerton,  and  is  divided  quarterly  in  equal  portions 
between  the  two  inhabitants  of  the  above-mentioned  dwellings,  the  repairs  of 
which  are  done  at  the  expense  of  the  Quakers  meeting. 

Farfoot’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  a table  of  benefactions  in  the  church  that  Edward  Farfoot 
left  by  his  Will  to  the  poor  of  Blyth  a house  and  land  at  Scaftworth,  of  the 
value  of  about  30 s.  a year. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  this  charity  is  mentioned  as  having 
been  given  in  1728,  and  as  producing  51.  10s.  per  annum.  The  property, 
which  consisted  of  a house  and  about  five  acres  of  land  in  the  township  of  Scaft- 
worth, in  the  parish  of  Everton,  in  this  county,  was  previously  to  the  year 
1807  let  at  the  rent  of  5 l. 14s.  per  annum.  The  house  was  old,  and  expenses  were 
frequently  incurred  in  repairing  it,  which  were  paid  out  of  the  rent.  In  1807 
Jonathan  Acklom,  esquire,  expressed  a desire  to  purchase  these  premises,  which 
were  situate  near  a house  belonging  to  him,  and  after  several  meetings  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Blyth  in  vestry,  it  was  agreed  that  they  should 
be  sold  to  him  for  320/.,  and  they  were  sold  accordingly.  The  inhabitants  had 
no  authority  thus  to  dispose  of  the  property  of  this  charity,  but  the  price  agreed 
on  is  stated  to  have  been  more  than  it  was  worth.  The  produce  of  the  sale  was 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  330/.  17-**  7 d.  navy  five-per-cents,  in  the  names  of 
trustees,  and  in  respect  thereof  there  is  now  standing  in  the  names  of  Henry 
Walker  and  Charles  Champion  a sum  of  347/.  5 s.  5d.  new  four-per-cents,  the 
dividends  of  which,  amounting  to  13/.  17  s.  10  d.  had  been  previously  to  the 
time  of  our  investigation  (August  1827)  received  through  the  Bank  of  Messrs. 
Walker  & Co.  of  Rotherham,  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  this  township  for 
the  time  being,  and  carried  to  their  general  account,  from  which  donations  of 
clothing  and  money  had  been  occasionally,  but  not  regularly,  given  to  poor  in- 
habitants of  the  township,  in  respect,  as  it  is  stated,  of  the  income  of  this 
charity  and  others  hereinafter  mentioned. 

After  our  Investigation  took  place  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town- 
ship in  vestry,  was,  at  our  suggestion,  held  to  take  into  consideration  the  disposal 
of  this  and  other  charities  hereinafter  mentioned  belonging  to  the  township, 
when  resolutions  were  entered  into,  as  will  be  stated  in  the  account  of  Crofts’s 
charity,  for  the  regular  distribution  of  the  income  of  these  charities  in  future. 

Barlow’s  Charity. 

On  the  same  table  of  benefactions  it  is  stated  that  Dorothy  Barlow,  widow, 
the  sister  of  the  above-mentioned  Edward  Farfoot,  left  to  the  poor  housekeepers 
of  Blyth  20/.,  the  interest  to  be  paid  to  them  annually  on  Saint  Thomas’s-day. 

It  appears  from  a memorandum  in  the  overseers  book  in  1738,  that  it  had 
been  agreed  by  a majority  of  the  freeholders  of  Blyth,  that  this  sum  of  20/. 
should  be  laid  out  in  building  a house,  and  the  rent  thereof  given  to  the  poor ; 
that  a house  had  been  built  with  the  said  money,  being  the  end  house  standing 
north  of  the  three  other  new  built  houses  near  the  northward  yard  by  the 
Chapel  Hill,  the  other  three  having  been  built  by  Thomas  Judson,  in  lieu  of 
three  other  poor-houses  exchanged  with  him  for  Mr.  Mellish. 

A house  in  the  situation  described  in  this  memorandum  is  now  in  the  occu- 
pation of  George  Westney,  a poor  man,  who  receives  occasional  relief  from  the 
township  as  tenant  to  the  overseers,  at  the  rent  of  2/.  per  annum  ; but  the  rent 
is  not  regularly  paid  by  him. 

It  appears  from  the  overseers  accounts,  that  in  some  years  a payment  of  2/. 
has  been  made  by  the  overseers  for  a distribution  to  poor  widows  on  Saint 
Thomas’s-day,  but  in  the  accounts  for  other  years  no  such  payment  is  found. 

It  will  be  seen  that  by  the  resolutions  of  the  vestry  hereinafter  stated,  it  has 
been  agreed  that  1/.  per  annum,  as  the  interest  of  the  20/.  given  by  Dorothy 
Barlow,  shall  in  future  be  distributed  to  the  poor  on  Saint  Thomas’s-day. 

The  three  cottages  mentioned  in  the  memorandum  of  1738  as  having  been 
built  by  Thomas  Judson  (who  was  the  agent  of  the  Mellish  family)  in  lieu  of 
others  exchanged,  are  considered  to  belong  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  township, 
and  are  inhabited  by  poor  persons  thereof. 
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Ryalls’s  and  Greaves’s  Charities. 

It  is  also  stated  on  the  benefaction  table  that  James  Ryalls,  who  died  in  Blyth. 

1703,  left  20/.  to  poor  widows  of  Blyth,  the  interest  of  which  was  to  be  paid  — - 

to  them  annually;  and  that  Thomas  Greaves  left  10/.  to  poor  housekeepers  of  Gre^es’sChwfu'es 
Blyth,  the  interest  to  be  paid  to  them  annually  on  Saint  Thomas’s-day.  ‘ 

The  memorandum  in  the  overseers  book,  which  has  been  noticed  in  the 
account  of  Smith’s  charity  for  the  parish  of  Blyth,  shows  that  these  legacies 
were  laid  out  towards  building  two  houses  in  the  town  of  Blyth.  No  distribu- 
tion has  been  of  late  years  made  in  respect  of  the  interest  thereof,  but  it  will 
appear  from  the  resolutions  of  the  vestry  hereinafter  stated  that  it  has  been 
agreed  that  1 /.  10s.,  as  the  interest  thereof,  shall  be  in  future  applied  in 
conformity  with  the  directions  of  the  donors. 

Crofts’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  the  benefaction  table  that  John  Crofts  left  40/.  to  the  poor  Crofts’s  Charity, 
of  Blyth,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  annually  on  Saint  John’s-day. 

The  sum  of  40/.  given  by  this  donor  was  at  the  time  of  our  Investigation  in 
the  hands  of  Thomas  Crofts,  of  Mantles,  in  this  parish,  who  had  paid  1 /.  8 s.  as 
the  interest  thereof,  being  at  the  low  rate  of  3§  per  cent.  We  are  informed 
that  this  sum  was  formerly  held  by  his  father,  who  paid  the  same  interest  for 
it.  The  interest  has  been  received  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  for  the  time 
being,  and  carried  to  his  general  account. 

It  appears  to  us  very  desirable  that  this  sum  should  be  called  in  and  placed 
on  some  public  security ; and  it  will  be  seen  from  the  following  resolutions, 
adopted  at  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Blyth,  in  vestry,  on 
26th  August  1827,  relating  to  this  charity,  and  to  those  of  Farfoot,  Barlow, 

Ryalls,  and  Greaves  above  mentioned,  that  it  has  been  agreed  that  the  money 
given  by  John  Crofts  shall  be  thus  disposed  of,  and  the  interest  thereof  regularly 
distributed  in  future. 

By  these  resolutions,  after  setting  forth  the  particulars  of  the  several  dona- 
tions, it  was  resolved  as  follows  : 

“ That  the  vicar  and  the  two  churchwardens  for  the  town  of  Blyth  for  the 
time  being,  Henry  Walker,  esquire,  Charles  Champion,  esquire,  Mr.  Thomas 
Parkins,  and  Mr.  George  Creassey,  be  appointed  a committee  to  receive  from 
the  trustees  for  the  time  being  of  the  stock  purchased  with  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  . house  and  land  at  Scaftworth  left  by  Edward  Farfoot,  the  interest 
of  the  said  stock,  as  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  trustees ; and  that  the 
said  committee  do  apply  the  same  in  relief  of  such  poor  persons  belonging  to 
the  township  of  Blyth  as  shall  appear  to  the  said  committee  to  be  proper  objects 
to  receive  the  same,  and  in  such  proportions  as  the  said  committee  shall  think 
fit ; and  that  any  four  of  the  said  committee  be  competent  to  act. 

“ That  the  overseers  of  the  poor  do  pay  to  the  said  committee,  and  the  said 
committee  do  receive  from  them,  on  or  before  Saint  Thomas’s-day,  annually, 

1/.  as  the  interest  of  the  20/.  given  by  Dorothy  Barlow,  and  distribute  the 
•same  on  that  day  to  such  poor  housekeepers  of  Blyth  as  they  shall  think  proper 
objects  to  receive  the  same,  and  in  such  proportions  as  they  shall  think  fit ; 
any  four  of  the  said  committee  to  be  competent  to  act. 

“ That  the  said  overseers  do  pay  to  the  said  committee,  and  the  said  com- 
mittee do  receive  from  them,  in  like  manner,  the  sum  of  1 /.  annually  as  the 
interest  of  Ryalls’s  20/.,  and  distribute  the  same  on  Saint  Thomas’s-day  to  such 
ten  poor  widows  of  Blyth  as  they  shall  think  proper  objects  to  receive  the  same, 
and  in  such  proportions  as  they  shall  think  fit ; any  four  of  the  said  committee 
to  be  competent  to  act. 

“ Also,  that  the  said  overseers  do  pay  to  the  said  committee,  and  the  said 
committee  do  receive  from  them,  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  10s.  annually  as  the 
interest  of  Greaves’s  10/.,  and  distribute  the  same  on  Saint  Thomas’s-day  to 
such  poor  housekeepers  of  Blyth  as  they  shall  think  proper  objects  to  receive 
the  same,  and  in  such  proportions  as  they  shall  think  fit ; any  four  of  the  com- 
mittee to  be  competent  to  act. 

“ That  the  said  sum  of  40/.,  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Crofts  as 
aforesaid,  be  called  in  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  be  forthwith  lodged 
in  some  savings-bank,  if  it  can  be  received  there,  or  if  not,  placed  out  upon 
some  other  good  public  security,  where  it  will  carry  reasonable  interest ; and 
Rep.  19.  Rr3  that 
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Blyth.  that  such  interest  be  paid  over  annually  to  the  said  committee,  who  shall  dis- 

Croft:V_Ch  rit  tribute  the  same  regularly  on  Saint  John’s-day  amongst  such  poor  persons  of  the 

T° continued!^’  township  of  Blyth  as  they  shall  think  proper  objects  to  receive  the  same,  and 
^ — / in  such  proportions  as  they  shall  think  fit  ; any  four  of  the  committee  to  be 
competent  to  act.” 


There  are  some  small  houses  in  Blyth  in  addition  to  those  which  have  been 
already  alluded  to;  also  a croft,  containing  about  II  acre,  now  divided  into 
gardens,  and  let  to  poor  persons,  and  a parcel  of  land,  containing  about  II  acre, 
in  a field,  of  which  the  residue  belongs  to  Henry  Walker,  esquire ; the  rents 
of  all  of  which  are  received  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  this  township,  and 
carried  to  their  general  account.  These  premises  are  considered  to  be  the 
property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township,  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  trace 
their  origin  to  any  charitable  donation.  The  last-mentioned  parcel  of  land  was 
received  by  the  overseers  under  the  award  of  the  Blyth  Inclosure,  in  exchange 
for  two  small  allotments  thereby  made  to  them  on  the  commons,  and  an  ancient 
inclosure,  containing  1a.  1r.  19p.  called  Trapgate  Close,  which  appears  to 
have  been  derived  from  an  indenture  bearing  date  4th  March  1695,  whereby 
John  Seaton,  in  consideration  of  10/.,  conveyed  to  Thomas  Buck  and  another, 
then  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Blyth,  one  acre  and  a half  of 
land  in  Spital  Furlong,  in  trust,  for  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Blyth  ; but  we 
have  found  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  purchase-money  of  this  land  arose 
from  any  other  source  than  the  general  funds  of  the  township  for  the  support 
of  the  poor  in  the  hands  of  the  overseers. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BARN  BY  MOOR. 

Barnby  Moor. 

Poors  Money. 


£.  36  10  - 


Poors  Money. 

The  following  memorandum  is  entered  at  the  end  of  a book  containing  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  overseer  of  the  poor  and  constables  of  the 
township  of  Barnby-in-the-Moor,  from  1706  to  the  present  time. 

“ Of  the  poor-money  belonging  to  the  poor  of  Barnby  in  the  hands  of  the 
under-mentioned  inhabitants  : 


Mr.  Anthony  Barker 

£.  s.  d. 
20  - - 

Mrs.  Bingley 

- 

- 

10  - - 

Mr.  Thomas  Nelson 

- 

- 

5 - - 

John  Newcome 

1 10  - 

The  annual  interest,  1/.  16s.  6d.,  to  be  collected  by  the  overseer  of  the 
poor,  and  distributed  as  he  thinks  most  proper. 

Mr.  Anthony  Barker’s  interest  due  at  Christmas  for  20/.,  1/. 

Mrs.  Bingley,  Thomas  Nelson,  and  John  Newcome,  the  remainder  to  be  paid 
at  Easter,  for  16  /.  10  s.,  16s.  6d. 

The  poor-money  has  been  gathered  and  paid  up  to  Easter  1778  by  Richard 
Nelson  overseer.” 

The  same  book  also  contains  a statement  that  the  poor-money  was  paid  in 
1779,  and  in  each  year  from  that  time  to  1790. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  that  John  Barker,  in  1777» 
gave  20/.  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  which  is  probably  the  same  sum  as  is 
mentioned  in  the  memorandum  as  being  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Anthony  Barker, 
who  was  a cousin  of  the  said  John  Barker,  and  the  owner  of  an  estate  at 
Barnby  Moor,  now  the  property  of  Samuel  Barker,  esq.  the  son  of  Anthony. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  that  interest  has  been  received  on  any  of 
the  sums  specified  in  the  above-mentioned  memorandum  since  1790,  but  we  are 
informed  that  Mr.  Samuel  Barker  is  willing  to  pay  the  interest  in  future  of  the 
sum  of  20/.,  which  appears  to  have  been  in  his  father’s  hands.  Such  interest 
when  received  ought  to  be  distributed  by  the  overseer  for  the  time  being  amongst 
deserving  poor  persons  of  the  township. 

Mrs.  Bingley,  mentioned  in  the  memorandum,  resided  at  Barnby  Moor,  and 
kept  an  inn  there.  Mr.  Thomas  Nelson  was  also  the  keeper  of  another  inn 

there. 
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there.  It  would  probably  be  difficult  at  this  time  to  trace  the  sums  belonging 
to  the  poor,  which  appear  to  have  been  in  their  hands  respectively,  and  in  those 
of  John  Newcome. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  STIRRUP. 

Greaves’s  Charity. 

It  appears  from  an  entry  in  an  old  overseer’s  book,  dated  in  I7G6,  that  Thomas  Stirrup. 

Greaves  left  to  the  poor  of  Stirrup  10/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  given  to  them  

on  St.  Thomas’s-day  yearly,  and  that  this  money  was  then  lent  to  John  Ingall,  at  Greaves’s  Charity, 
the  interest  of  8 s.  per  annum. 

This  sum  of  10/.  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  said  John  Ingall’s  grandson, 

Anthony  Ingall,  who  in  1823  signed  an  acknowledgment  in  the  overseer’s  book 
that  the  principal  sum  remained  in  his  hands,  and  that  he  agreed  to  pay  8s.  per 
annum  as  the  interest  of  it. 

This  interest  he  pays  yearly  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  this  township,  by 
whom  it  is  distributed  amongst  all  the  poor  widows  of  the  township  shortly  after 
St.  Thomas’s-day. 

The  poor  of  this  township,  part  of  which  is  in  the  parish  of  Blyth,  and  part 
in  the  parish  of  Harworth,  partake  of  the  benefit  of  Brailsford’s  and  Saunder- 
son’s  charities  in  the  latter  parish. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  TORWORTH. 

Annuity  of  10s. 

An  annual  sum  of  10s.  is  paid  by  the  steward  of  Lord  Viscount  Galway, 
on  his  Lordship’s  account,  to  Thomas  Maples,  a tenant  of  a farm  belonging  to 
his  Lordship  in  the  township  of  Torworth,  by  whom  it  is  distributed  amongst 
poor  persons  of  that  township. 

A distribution  of  the  same  amount  has  been  made  for  many  years  past.  The 
donor  of  it  is  unknown,  but  it  is  supposed  to  be  charged  on  a part  of  this 
farm. 

CHAPELRY  OF  BAWTRY. 

Lister's  Charity. 

This  chapelry  is  in  the  county  of  York,  but  it  forms  part  of  the  parish  of 
Blyth. 

I11  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  it  is  stated  that  Barbara  Lister , by 
her  Will,  in  1691,  gave  200/.  for  the  minister  or  curate  of  Bawtry,  if  placed 
there  by  the  consent  of  her  executor  or  his  heirs,  if  not,  for  the  poor  of  Bawtry 
till  such  consent  should  be  obtained,  and  that  that  sum  was  at  the  time  of  making 
the  return  vested  in  the  representatives  of  the  late  Judith  Lister,  and  produced 
9/.  per  annum. 

The  information  that  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  respecting  this  legacy  is 
very  imperfect. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Rudd  states,  that  although  he  became  vicar  of  Blyth  in  1813, 
he  was  not  aware,  until  the  year  1823,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fawcett,  who  is  at  the 
present  time  his  curate  at  Bawtry,  and  has  been  the  curate  thereof  from  the 
year  1795,  received  9/.  per  annum  from  Messrs.  Tottie,  Richardson  & Gaunt, 
solicitors,  of  Leeds.  As  Mr.  Fawcett  did  not  know  on  what  account  this  pay- 
ment was  made  to  him,  Mr.  Rudd  wrote  to  Mr.  Tottie,  and  received  an  answer, 
the  purport  of  which  was  that  this  annual  sum  was  remitted  to  Mr.  Fawcett  on 
account  of  the  Earl  of  Rosslyn ; that  the  same  payment  had  been  made  by 
Mrs.  Dawson,  whose  daughter  the  late  Earl  of  Rosslyn  married,  and  had  been 
continued  by  the  late  and  the  present  Earl ; and  that  he  (Mr.  Tottie)  supposed 
it  to  have  been  a donation  personally  made  to  Mr.  Fawcett  by  Mrs.  Dawson,  and 
expected  that  it  would  cease  on  Mr.  Fawcett’s  death. 

Mr.  Rudd  having  made  further  inquiries  at  Bawtry,  was  informed  that  the 
annual  payment  of  9/.  had  been  made  by  a Mr.  Lister,  who  was  formerly  the 
owner  of  an  estate  at  Bawtry,  and  afterwards  by  two  sisters  of  the  name  of 
Lister,  to  whom  that  estate  came,  and  by  whom  it  was  sold  to  Pemberton  Milnes, 
esq.,  the  father  of  Viscountess  Galway ; that  when  that  sale  took  place, 
Mr.  Mytton  (since  deceased,)  the  agent  of  the  Miss  Listers,  was  reported  to 
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have  said  that  he  had  secured  the  payment  of  the  interest  at  4 \ per  cent  of  the 
sum  of  200/.  due  to  the  minister  of  Bawtry;  and  that  Mrs.  Dawson,  by  whom 
the  annual  payment  was  subsequently  made,  was  related  to  the  Lister  family. 
Mr.  Rudd  having  communicated  the  information  which  he  had  thus  obtained  to 
the  Earl  of  Rosslyn  by  letter,  his  Lordship  stated  in  answer,  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  origin  of  or  the  security  for  the  annual  sum  of  9 /.  ; that  he  had 
once  inquired  about  it,  but  had  not  obtained  any  satisfactory  explanation  ; that 
it  appeared  however  to  have  been  regularly  paid  by  his  Lordship’s  uncle  (the 
late  Earl,)  and  to  have  been  in  some  degree  connected  with  his  succession  to 
Mrs.  Dawson. 

Mr.  James  Richardson,  solicitor  of  Leeds,  one  of  the  above-mentioned  firm, 
in  answer  to  a letter  written  by  our  direction,  states,  that  his  father  was  the 
steward  of  the  late  Earl  of  Rosslyn  at  the  time  of  the  decease  of  Mrs.  Lister 
(meaning  probably  the  survivor  of  the  two  above-mentioned  ladies,) ; that 
Mrs.  Dawson  was  her  next  of  kin,  and  took  out  letters  of  administration  of  her 
effects ; and  that  his  father  was,  at  the  request  of  the  late  Earl,  employed  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  the  administration  ; that  he  believes  he  has  in  his  possession 
the  accounts  and  papers  relative  to  that  administration,  but  cannot  speak  with 
certainty,  unless  a search  were  made,  which  the  great  extent  of  his  father’s  papers 
would  render  very  tedious,  and  which  might  very  possibly  be  fruitless. 

It  would  be  desirable  to  ascertain  on  what  security  the  annual  payment  of 
9 /.,  supposing  it  to  have  originated  from  the  legacy  of  Barbara  Lister  mentioned 
in  the  Returns  of  1786  ; now  rests,  but  as  the  search  suggested  by  Mr.  Richard- 
son would  be  expensive,  as  it  seems  very  doubtful  whether  the  information  re- 
quired would  be  thereby  obtained,  and  as  there  has  been  hitherto  no  default  in 
the  payment,  we  have  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  desire  that  such  search  should 
be  made. 

Forster’s  Charity. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  7th  December  1792,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery, 
between  the  Reverend  Peter ' Forster,  of  the  first  part,  Harriet  Lely,  (a  devisee 
in  fee  named  in  the  Will  of  John  Lely,  her  brother)  of  the  second  part,  Robert 
Lely,  brother  and  heir-at-law  of  the  said  John  Lely,  of  the  third  part,  and  the 
Reverend  Robert  Pritchard,  vicar  of  Bawtry,  of  the  fourth  part ; reciting  that 
Elizabeth  Forster,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  28th  April  1780,  devised  to  the 
said  John  Lely  and  his  heirs  the  messuage  thereinafter  mentioned,  and  also 
devised  to  the  said  Peter  Forster  and  John  Lely,  and  their  heirs,  the  piece  of 
inclosed  land  thereinafter  mentioned ; and  reciting  that  the  said  messuage  and 
land  were  so  devised  on  implicit  confidence,  and  that  the  intent  of  the  said 
Elizabeth  Forster  was  that  the  said  John  Lely  and  his  heirs  should  convey  the 
said  messuage,  and  that  the  said  Peter  Forter  and  John  Lely  should  grant  an 
annuity  of  20s.,  to  be  issuing  out  of  the  said  piece  of  land,  to  the  charitable  uses 
thereinafter  mentioned;  and  reciting,  that  by  indenture  enrolled  in  Chancery, 
bearing  date  15th  September  179L  and  made  between  the  said  Peter  Forster  and 
John  Lely,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  said  Robert  Pritchard,  of  the  other  part,  the 
said  John  Lely  had  granted  the  said  messuage  to  the  said  Robert  Pritchard 
and  his  successors,  vicars  of  Bawtry,  for  ever,  on  the  trusts  thereinafter  men- 
tioned ; and  the  said  Peter  Forster  and  John  Lely  had  granted  to  the  said 
Robert  Pritchard  and  his  successors  a yearly  rent  of  20  s.  issuing  out  of  the 
said  piece  of  land,  on  the  trusts  thereinafter  mentioned ; and  reciting,  that  after 
executing  the  said  recited  indenture,  namely  on  19th  November  then  last,  the 
said  John  Lely  had  died,  on  which  event  the  said  indenture,  in  consequence  of 
the  statute  of  9 Geo.  2,  c.  36,  became  void  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  John  Lely, 
by  his  will,  bearing  date  12th  October  1791,  devised  all  his  Lands  to  the  said 
Harriet  Lely  and  her  heirs,  and  that  the  said  Harriet  Lely  and  Robert  Lely 
were  desirous  to  join  with  the  said  Peter  Forster  in  securing  the  said  messuage 
and  the  said  annuity,  pursuant  to  the  intention  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Forster 
and  the  said  John  Lely  ; it  was  witnessed,  that  for  carrying  the  said  charitable 
designs  into  execution,  and  in  consideration  of  5 s.  the  said  Harriet  Lely  and 
Robert  Lely  bargained  and  sold  to  the  said  Robert  Pritchard  and  his  succes- 
sors, vicars  of  Bawtry,  a messuage  called  the  Bell  House,  or  Bell  Houses, 
situate  in  the  Low-street  of  Bawtry,  with  the  orchards,  garden,  or  croft  there- 
unto adjoining,  as  the  same  were  then  occupied  by  Mary  Minnett,  and 
Michael  Atkinson,  on  trust,  to  permit  two  poor  women,  whose  legal 
settlement  should  be  in  the  township  of  Bawtry,  and  who  should  be  un- 
married, 
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married,  and  of  the  age  of  GO  years  and  upwards,  to  inhabit  the  said  two  Bawtry. 

tenements,  and  have  the  use  of  the  said  orchard,  garden  or  croft,  rent-free,  ~ — 

such  poor  women  to  be  appointed  by  the  said  Robert  Pritchard  and  his  succes-  r°rSct^^/^ll^rit^’ 

sors  ; provided,  that  if  the  said  Robert  Pritchard,  or  his  successors,  vicars  of  _ c 

Bawtry,  should  neglect  or  refuse,  on  any  vacancy,  for  the  space  of  three 
calendar  months  to  appoint  such  poor  women,  it  should  be  lawful  for  Thomas 
Gooddy,  of  Scrooby,  and  his  heirs,  when  the  said  three  months  should  have 
elapsed,  to  appoint  such  poor  women  ; and  it  was  further  witnessed,  that  for 
the  further  effecting  the  charitable  designs  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Forster  and 
John  Lely,  the  said  Peter  Foster,  Harriet  Lely,  and  Robert  Lely,  granted  to 
the  said  Robert  Pritchard  and  his  successors,  vicars  of  Bawtry,  a yearly  rent- 
charge  of  20 s.,  to  be  issuing  out  of  a piece  of  inclosed  land  called  the  Pad- 
dock,  situate  in  Misson,  containing  by  estimation  2 a.  2r.,  clear  of  all  deductions, 
on  trust,  to  pay  yearly  so  much  of  the  said  rentcharge  as  might  be  necessary 
in  the  repairs  of  the  said  messuage,  so  that  the  same  might  always  remain  in 
good  plight ; and  as  to  the  residue  thereof  (if  any)  in  trust,  to  lay  out  the  same 
in  the  purchase  of  fuel  for  the  use  of  the  two  poor  women  inhabiting  in  the 
said  two  tenements  ; with  a power  for  the  vicar  of  Bawtry  for  the  time  being 
to  distrain  on  the  said  piece  of  land  for  the  said  rentcharge  if  unpaid  for 
14  days. 

The  two  tenements  in  Bawtry,  called  the  Bell  Houses,  conveyed  by  this 
indenture,  which  are  in  a tolerable  state  of  repair,  are  occupied  by  two  poor 
women,  who  have  resided  there  some  years,  having  been  placed  in  them  by 
the  Reverand  Robert  Pritchard,  who  was  a party  to  the  deed  of  1792,  and  the 
immediate  predecessor  of  the  present  vicar  of  Blyth,  that  vicarage  comprising 
the  ehapelry  of  Bawtry. 

The  annual  rentcharge  of  1 /.  is  received  from  Mr.  Wright,  the  occupier  of 
the  close  at  Misson,  called  the  Paddock,  now  belonging  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Ducker,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Rudd.  So  much  thereof  as  is  found  necessary 
is  applied  by  him  in  the  repairs  of  the  houses,  and  coals  have  been  from  time 
to  time  purchased  by  him,  and  given  to  the  two  poor  women,  when  there  has 
been  a surplus  in  hand  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 


PARISH  OF  BOLE. 


Annuity  of  5 s.  and  Poors  Land. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  a rentcharge  of  5s.  per  annum 
was  given  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  in  1671,  by  some  person  whose  name  is  not 
mentioned,  and  that  it  was  paid  by  a tenant  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  Mower. 

An  annual  sum  of  5s.  is  now  paid  by  Samuel  Thorold,  esquire,  who  is  the 
owner  and  occupier  of  a house  and  farm  at  Welham,  in  the  parish  of  Clare- 
borough,  which  he  purchased  of  Mr.  Arthur  Mower.  It  is  received  by  the 
churchwardens,  and  distributed  amongst  two  or  three  poor  persons  of  the  parish, 
who  are  considered  the  most  necessitous  objects. 

It  appears  from  an  entry  in  a book  containing  an  account  of  the  benefactions 
made  to  this  parish,  that  on  the  25th  March  1745,  George  Mower,  esquire,  paid 
the  sum  of  17/.,  being  the  amount  of  the  arrears  of  the  above-mentioned  an- 
nuity of  5s.  accrued  during  G8  years;  that  the  sum  of  17 s.,  as  the  interest 
thereof,  was  annually  paid  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  until  1762  ; that  in  April 
17G2  Joseph  Wilkson , by  his  Will,  left  31.  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  ; that  from 
that  time  the  sum  of  20 s.,  in  respect  of  the  two  sums  of  17/.  and  31 .,  was  distri- 
buted to  the  poor  ; that  in  August  1766  the  sum  of  61.  for  24  years  arrears  of 
the  same  annuity  to  Lady  Day  I7G6,  was  paid  by  the  trustee  of  the  estate  of 
George  Mower,  esq. ; and  that  about  the  same  time  the  parishioners  of  Bole 
expended  13/.  in  the  purchase  of  an  old  house  and  garth,  situate  in  Bole  for 
the  use  of  the  poor,  and  the  sum  of  2 51.  16s.  2d.  in  rebuilding  the  house  ; that 
they  applied  the  sums  above  mentioned  for  those  purposes,  and  raised  by  sub- 
scription the  deficiency,  amounting  to  12/.  16  s.  Qd. 

This  house,  and  the  garth  belonging  to  it,  which  contains  about  a rood,  are 
in  the  occupation  of  John  Boswell,  as  yearly  tenant,  with  a right  of  com- 
mon appertaining  thereto  on  Bole  Common,  for  one  beast,  from  old  May-day  to 
Lammas,  and  a right  of  free-common  during  the  rest  of  the  year,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  30s. 

We  are  informed  that  the  father  of  the  present  tenant  assisted  in  the  rebuilding 
Rep.  19.  3 s of 


Bole. 

Annuity  of  5 s.  and 
Poors  Land. 


318  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

Bole.  of  the  house  ; and  that  it  was  agreed,  that  as  a remuneration  of  his  labour  he 
Vnn nit  of  - 5 should  occupy  the  premises  at  the  rent  of  305.  during  his  life.  Upon  his  death 
and*  Pooys°  Land,  his  widow  was  allowed  to  hold  them  on  the  same  terms  during  her  life,  and 
continued.  ’ their  son  has  been  in  possession  of  them  since  her  death,  being  more  than  five 
v ^ years,  at  the  same  rent. 

The  house  is  in  tolerable  repair,  and  has  been  kept  in  repair  by  the  tenants. 
The  premises  are  said  to  be  worth  4/.  45.  per  annum,  the  tenant  undertaking 
to  do  the  repairs,  and  the  rent  ought  to  be  increased  to  a fair  amount. 

The  rent  is  received  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  half-yearly  at  May- 
day  and  Martinmas,  and  is  distributed  by  them  amongst  such  of  the  poor  as 
are  considered  most  in  need. 

William  Nettleship’s  Charity. 

W.  Nettleship’s  William  Nettleship , who  died  in  1781,  by  a codicil  to  his  Will,  gave,  out  of 
Charity.  his  copyhold  estate  situate  in  Bole,  then  in  the  occupation  of  William  Farrow, 
405.  yearly,  for  ever,  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Bole,  for  the  instruction  of 
four  poor  children  of  the  said  town  to  read  in  the  Bible,  and  repeat  the  Church- 
catechism  by  heart,  such  four  children  to  be  nominated  by  the  vicar  or  his 
curate,  and  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  and  the  said  sum  of  405. 
to  be  paid  yearly  on  4th  January  for  ever. 

The  above-mentioned  copyhold  estate  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Nettleship,  by  whose  tenant,  William  Farrow,  the  annual  sum  of  405.  is  paid 
half-yearly  (although  the  gift  thereof  was  void  under  the  Act  of  9 Geo.  2,  c.  36.) 
to  the  churchwardens. 

The  application  of  the  income  of  this  and  the  following  charity  will  be  stated 
in  the  account  of  Wilkson’s  charity. 

John  Nettleship’s  Charity. 

John  Ncttkslup’s  John  Nettleship,  who  died  in  1807>  by  his  Will,  bequeathed  to  the  overseers 
3an  of  the  parish  of  Bole,  and  their  successors,  in  trust,  for  the  poor  children  of  the 

said  parish,  30/.,  to  be  by  them  placed  out  at  interest,  such  interest  to  be  applied 
in  putting  out  such  poor  children  of  Bole  to  school  for  their  education  as  the 
vicar  and  overseers  should  think  the  most  proper  objects  of  charity. 

The  sum  of  QJl.  (31.  having  been  deducted  for  the  legacy-duty)  was  in  1808 
placed  in  the  hands  of  William  Carver,  of  Sturton,  who  gave  to  the  church- 
wardens his  promissory  note  for  the  amount,  with  interest  at  5 per  cent,  which 
he  now  pays,  and,  as  a further  security,  deposited  with  them  his  title-deeds 
of  a cottage,  garden,  and  right  of  common ; but  about  five  or  six  years  ago  he 
sold  the  property,  and  the  title-deeds  were  then  given  up  to  him  on  his  pro- 
mising to  pay  the  money.  It  had  not  however  been  paid  at  the  time  of  our 
Inquiry,  and  it  cannot  but  be  considered  an  act  of  imprudence  on  the  part  of  the 
churchwardens  thus  to  part  with  the  deeds  ; but  we  were  assured  that  diligence 
should  be  used  to  obtain  payment  of  the  amount  of  the  promissory  note. 

Wilkson’s  Charity. 

Wilkson’s  Charity.  Robert  Wilkson,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  7th  March  1820,  and  proved  at 
Lincoln  in  1823,  bequeathed  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  for  the  time 
being  of  the  parish  of  Bole,  30/.  on  trust,  that  they  and  their  successors  should 
place  out  the  same  at  interest,  and  should  dispose  of  the  interest  in  instructing 
three  of  the  poorest  children  of  the  parish  of  Bole  in  reading,  until  each  of 
them  should  be  able  to  read  distinctly  and  accurately  such  parts  of  the  Bible 
as  are  usually  read  in  churches  and  schools  ; and  he  directed  that  the  said  minister 
and  churchwardens  should  have  the  choice  of  such  children. 

In  the  before-mentioned  book  of  benefactions  it  is  stated  that  51.  12 5.  6d. 
was  deducted  from  this  legacy,  on  account  of  the  deficiency  of  the  testator’s 
estate,  by  the  executors,  at  the  rate  of  35.  9 d.  in  the  pound,  leaving  24/.  1 15.  6d. 
which  was  further  reduced  to  24/.  3s.  by  stamp-duty  and  other  expenses. 

This  sum  of  24/.  3s.  is  deposited  in  the  Gainsborough  Savings  Bank,  and  the 
annual  interest  of  it  is  rather  more  than  195. 

Of  the  annual  produce  of  the  three  last-mentioned  charities,  amounting  to- 
gether to  4/.  65.  two  third-parts  are  paid  to  a schoolmaster  for  instructing  in 
reading  six  poor  children,  boys  and  girls,  of  the  parish,  who  are  appointed  by 
the  churchwardens,  and  the  remaining  third  part  is  paid  to  a schoolmistress  for 
instructing  three  poor  children  appointed  in  like  manner  in  reading,  and  such  of 
them  as  are  girls  in  knitting  and  sewing. 
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PARISH  OF  BOTHAMSALL. 

Holliday’s  Charity. 

Joseph  Holliday , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  5th  June  1799,  and  proved  in  the 
Exchequer  Court  of  York  in  1801,  directed  that  Mr.  Barton,  of  Elksley,  and 
Mr.  Bullivant,  of  Sloswick,  should  act  in  trust  for  the  sale  of  his  effects,  and  put 
out  the  residue  thereof,  after  payment  of  his  debts  and  funeral  expenses,  on 
such  security  as  they  should  think  proper,  and  that  the  interest  thereof  should 
be  yearly  paid  to  his  two  sisters  for  their  lives  and  the  life  of  the  survivor,  and 
should  be  afterwards  given  to  the  poor  of  Bothamsall  for  ever,  and  that  out  of 
the  first  year’s  rent  so  much  should  be  reserved  as  would  pay  the  expense  of  a 
table  to  be  put  up  in  the  church  to  ascertain  this  donation,  provided  that 
if  his  said  sisters  should  marry,  their  shares  should  be  paid  to  the  poor  of 
Bothamsall  as  if  they  were  dead. 

We  are  informed  that  the  amount  of  the  residuary  personal  estate  of  the 
testator  was  48  /.,  and  that  the  interest  thereof  was  paid  to  his  sisters  during 
their  lives,  the  survivor  of  whom  has  died  lately.  The  above-mentioned  sum 
was  in  April  1826  deposited  in  the  Retford  Savings  Bank,  in  the  names  of  the 
overseers  of  Bothamsall.  In  July  1827  one  year’s  interest  thereof  was  received, 
amounting  to  1/.  17$.  6d.,  of  which  sum  1 1.  Os.  11  d.  was  expended  in  placing 
a tablet  in  the  church  to  record  the  donation,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions 
contained  in  the  donor’s  will;  and  the  residue  was  distributed  about  the  same 
time  amongst  eight  poor  persons  of  the  parish  of  Bothamsall. 


PARISH  OF  BOUGHTON. 

Markham’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  an  entry  in  an  account-book  of  this  parish,  dated  16th  July 
1791,  that  Richard  Flower  had  received  the  sum  of  12/.  10s.  left  by  “ Squire 
Markham,”  to  the  poor  of  Boughton  for  ever. 

This  sum  remained  in  the  hands  of  individuals  until  1812,  when  it  was  paid 
to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  for  the  time  being,  and  from  that  time  till  1823  it 
was  paid  over  to  each  succeeding  overseer  by  his  predecessor.  In  1824  it  was 
placed  in  the  Retford  Savings  Bank,  in  the  name  of  Henry  Frogson,  the  then 
overseer. 

The  interest  is  received  and  distributed  annually  amongst  the  settled  poor  of 
this  parish  about  Christmas. 


PARISH  OF  WEST  BURTON. 

Clark’s  Charity. 

William  Clark,  of  Walkeringham,  by  his  Will,  in  1621,  gave  to  William  Clark 
and  his  heirs,  all  his  lands,  messuages,  tithes,  &c.  situate  within  the  town-field, 
territories,  and  precincts  of  Gainsborough,  Morton,  and  Walkrith,  in  the  county 
of  Lincoln,  provided  that  he  and  his  heirs,  and  those  who  should  enjoy  the  said 
lands,  should  pay  yearly  the  sums  thereinafter  mentioned,  at  Michaelmas  and 
Lady-day  for  ever,  by  equal  portions,  namely,  10/.  to  five  aged  and  poor  people 
of  honest  and  good  behaviour,  within  the  town  of  Walkeringham,  40s.  a piece  ; 
and  40s.  to  two  such  aged  and  poor  people  of  Misterton  and  Stockwith,  to 
each  20s. ; and  40s.  to  two  such  poor  people  of  Gringley-on-the-Hill,  and  40s. 
to  two  such  poor  people  of  Beckingham,  and  20  s.  to  one  such  person  of  West 
Burton,  and  31.  to  three  such  aged  poor  people  of  East  Retford,  to  each  20s.  ; 
and  for  want  of  payment  of  the  said  sums,  he  directed  that  the  minister  and 
churchwardens  of  each  of  the  said  towns  for  the  time  being  should  enter  and 
distrain  upon  the  above  mentioned  lands. 

In  respect  of  the  donation  to  the  parish  of  West  Burton,  an  annual  sum  of 
19s.  4 d.  the  remaining  8 d.  being  deducted  for  land-tax,  is  received  from 
Mr.  Armstrong,  the  tenant  under  Richard  Atkinson,  esquire,  of  an  estate  at 
Walkrith,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  and  is  paid  by  them  to  a poor 
person  of  the  parish. 

Ss  2 
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Green’s  Charity. 

George  Green,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  2d  January  1710,  and  proved  in  the 
Exchequer  Court  of  York  in  1728,  gave  three  acres  of  meadow-ground,  situate 
in  the  Upper  Ing  of  Sturton,  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  to  Thomas  Fox, 
Thomas  Welch,  and  John  Welch,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  their  heirs,  on 
trust  that  they  should  yearly  receive  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  and  pay  the 
same  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Burton  for  the  time  being, 
for  teaching  to  read  English  three  of  the  most  needful  poor  children  of  the  said 
town. 

We  are  informed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Fox  was  the  survivor  of  the  trustees 
named  in  Mr.  Green’s  will.  Mr.  John  Watkinson,  who  married  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Joseph,  the  son  of  the  said  Thomas  Fox,  has  for  some  time  had 
the  management  of  this  charity.  In  1824  an  inclosure  of  the  open  fields  of 
the  parish  of  Sturton  took  place,  whereupon  an  allotment,  containing 
1a.  Or.  27p.  was  set  out  to  John  Watkinson,  and  others,  in  trust  for  Burton 
school,  in  lieu  of  the  land  of  the  charity,  which  comprised  2-4  acres  statute- 
measure. 

This  allotment  is  in  the  occupation  of  George  Hill,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the 
rent  of  1/.  175.  per  annum,  being  the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  inclosure.  The  rent  has  been  since  the  inclosure  retained  by 
Mr.  Watkinson,  in  order  to  reimburse  himself  for  the  amount  of  the  commis- 
sioners assessments,  and  of  fencing  the  allotment,  which  amounted  together  to 
17/.  10  5.  11(/.  and  were  paid  by  him.  At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  (August 
1827)  he  had  been  repaid  by  the  receipt  of  the  rent,  4/.  125.  6 cl.,  and  a balance 
remained  due  to  him  of  125.  18  5.  5d. 

Before  the  inclosure  the  land  in  the  Upper  Ing  was  for  many  years  in  the 
occupation  of  a woman  of  the  name  of  Fenton,  who  is  stated  to  have  paid  no 
rent  for  a considerable  period,  but  for  the  last  six  years  of  her  occupation  to 
have  paid  1/.  195.  per  annum. 

It  is  proposed  that  when  the  remainder  of  the  debt  due  to  Mr.  Watkinson  is 
paid  off,  the  rent  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  overseers  of  this  parish,  for  the 
purposes  specified  in  the  donor's  will.  The  inclosure  of  the  open  fields  of 
Sturton,  in  which  the  land  given  by  Mr.  Green  was  situate,  appears  to  have 
been  very  injurious  to  this  small  charity,  and  seven  years  must  elapse  before 
the  residue  of  the  debt  thereby  incurred  will  be  cleared  off. 


PARISH  OF  CARLTON  IN  LINDRIC. 

Church  Lands. 

There  is  a field  in  this  parish  called  South  Common,  containing  2 a.  2r.  36  r. 
the  rents  of  which  have  long  been  received  by  the  churchwardens,  and  added 
to  the  church-rates,  but  no  document  can  be  found  relating  to  it,  and  it  is  not 

known  from  whose  gift  it  was  derived.  It  is  now  in  the  occupation  of 

Spurr,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  6 /.  per  annum. 


We  are  informed  that  a house,  and  two  small  fields  adjoining  to  it,  lying 
between  North  and  South  Carlton,  were  formerly  in  the  occupation  of  a school- 
master, who  instructed  children  in  a room  attached  to  the  house  ; and  that  there 
is  an  impression  amongst  the  parishioners  that  the  house  and  land  were  given 
at  some  distant  period  as  an  endowment  for  a charity-school.  It  is  said  that 
within  the  recollections  of  persons  now  living,  there  was  a Latin  inscription  011 
a stone  over  the  door  of  the  school-room. 

The  house  is  now  occupied  by  the  steward  of  Robert  Ramsden,  esquire,  of 
Carlton  Hall,  and  the  land  is  rented  of  him  by  a tenant.  They  are  stated  to 
have  been  formerly  in  the  possession  of  the  Clifton  family ; to  have  been  sold  to 
one  of  the  Mellish  family,  and  to  have  been  subsequently  purchased  by  Mrs. 
Ramsden,  the  mother  of  the  present  Mr.  Ramsden,  the  latter  purchase  having 
taken  place  more  than  20  years  ago.  They  have,  therefore,  not  been  treated 
as  charity-property,  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  evidence  of  their 
having  been  given  for  the  above-mentioned  purpose.  We  understand  that  from 
the  situation  of  the  land  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  was  at  some  distant  period 
inclosed  from  the  common.  $ 
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PARISH  OF  CLAIIEBOROUGH. 

Annuity  of  £.  3.  6 s.  8 d. 

A Conveyance  was  produced  to  us  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Hutchinson,  bearing 
date  22d  of  April  1814,  from  certain  trustees,  for  sale,  of  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire, to  John  Rimington,  of  a farm  in  Clareborough  late  in  the  tenure  of  William 
Sadler,  which  was  so  conveyed  subject  to  an  annual  rentcharge  of  3/.  6s.  8 d. 
payable  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Clareborough,  and  another  conveyance 
was  produced  by  the  same  gentleman,  bearing  date  26th  April  in  the  same 
year,  from  John  Rimington  to  Mr.  John  Hutchinson,  of  the  same  premises, 
subject  as  aforesaid. 

This  estate,  which  is  called  the  Rectory  Farm,  and  consists  of  a house  and 
about  150  acres  of  land,  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Hutchinson, 
and  Mr.  Henry  Clark  Hutchinson,  and  the  above-mentioned  rentcharge  is  paid 
by  them. 

The  application  of  this  and  the  three  following  charities  will  be  stated  in  the 
account  of  Andrew’s  charity. 

Broomhead’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  an  inscription  on  a tablet  in  the  church  that  William  Broom-  Broomheads 

head  left  to  the  poor  of  Clareborough  4 /.  per  annum,  to  be  paid  at  Christmas,  Charity. 
Easter,  and  Whitsuntide,  at  four  nobles  each  time,  to  the  poor  of  Moorgate  and 
Spittle  Hill  only. 

This  annual  sum  of  4 /.  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  Joseph  Ghest,  as  the  owner  and 
occupier  of  a house  and  about  14  acres  of  land  in  the  hamlet  of  Moorgate,  in 
the  parish  of  Clareborough,  at  Christmas,  Easter,  and  Whitsuntide,  in  equal 
shares,  as  mentioned  in  the  tablet. 

Fisher’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  the  same  tablet  that  Mr.  Fisher  gave  to  the  poor  of  Clare-  Fisher's  Charity* 
borough,  for  ever,  9 s.  per  annum,  charged  on  six  acres  of  arable  land  in 
Welham,  and  that  for  nonpayment  the  crop  was  to  be  seized. 

This  annual  sum  of  9 s.  is  now  paid  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Hutchinson, 
and  Mr.  Henry  Clark  Hutchinson,  in  respect  of  an  estate  in  the  hamlet  of 
Welham,  in  the  parish  of  Clareborough,  belonging  to  them. 

The  common  fields  of  Welham  were  inclosed  many  years  ago,  and  it  is  not 
known  on  what  specific  land  this  annual  payment  is  chargeable. 

Annuity  of  14  s. 

It  is  also  stated  on  the  tablet  that  there  was  paid  out  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  Annuity  of  14?. 
George  Mower,  in  Welham,  to  the  poor  of  Clareborough  for  ever,  14  s.  per  annum, 

•to  be  distributed  at  discretion. 

This  annual  sum  of  14s.  is  now  paid  by  Samuel  Thorold,  esq.  as  the  owner 
of  a house  and  homestead  at  Welham,  in  the  parish  of  Clareborough,  which  he 
purchased  of  Mr.  Arthur  Mower. 

Andrew’s  Charity. 

It  is  also  stated  on  the  tablet  that  there  was  paid  by  the  overseers  of  the  Andrew’s  Charity- 
poor  10s.  at  Christmas  yearly. 

This  annual  sum  of  10s.  is  now  paid  by  the  overseer  out  of  the  poors  rates, 
in  respect,  as  it  is  supposed,  of  the  interest  of  a sum  of  12/.  formerly  given  to 
the  poor,  and  received  into  the  funds  of  the  parish. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  17 86,  a Mr.  Andrew  is  stated  to  have  been 
the  donor  of  this  sum  of  12/. 

The  above-mentioned  annual  sums  of  31.  6s.  Sr/.,  4/.,  9s.,  14s.,  and  10s. 
are  distributed  by  the  vicar,  churchwardens  and  overseers,  as  follows  : 

At  Easter,  one  moiety  of  the  annuity  of  3 /.  6 s.  8 d.  and  1 /.  6 s.  8 d.,  being 
•one  third  part  of  Broomhead’s  charity  : 

At  Whitsuntide,  another  third  part  of  Broomhead’s  charity,  the  annuity  of 
9 s.,  and  that  of  14  s : 

At  Christmas,  the  other  moiety  of  the  annuity  of  31.  6 s.  Sd.,  the  remaining 
-third  part  of  Broomhead’s  charity,  and  the  annual  sum  of  10  s,  paid  in  respect 
of  Andrew’s  charity. 

Rep.  19. 
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Clareborough.  These  distributions  are  made  aitiongst  widows,  old  and  infirm  persons,  and 
- — poor  persons  of  the  parish  having  large  families,  in  small  sums  according  to 

^ndlo«VfS  ^ar^’  their  necessities. 

i cun  ‘™e  ' i The  annual  sum  of  4 /.  received  from  Broomhead’s  charity  is  not  specifically 
given  amongst  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Moorgate,  of  which  Spittle  Hill  forms 
a part,  who  alone  appear,  from  the  church-tablet,  to  be  entitled  to  it ; but  the 
greater  part  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  who  partake  of  the  distributions  are 
stated  to  be  inhabitants  of  Moorgate  and  Spittle  Hill,  which  adjoin  to  the  town 
of  East  Retford,  and  it  is  considered  that  they  receive  their  full  share  of  the 
charities. 

Charity  tor  Gowns. 

Charity  for  Gowns.  We  are  informed  that  once  in  four  years  four  linsey  gowns  have  been  sent 
to  the  hamlet  of  Little  Gringley,  in  the  parish  of  Clareborough,  and  given  to 
four  poor  women  of  that  hamlet,  and  that  they  were  received  by  Mr.  Vincent 
Fletcher,  an  inhabitant  of  the  hamlet,  who  died  a short  time  ago,  to  be  thus 
distributed,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  from  whence  or  on  account 
of  what  charity  they  were  thus  sent. 

It  is  possible  that  in  the  course  of  our  future  Inquiries  we  may  find  this 
charity  extending  to  some  other  place,  and  obtain  further  particulars  relating 
to  it. 


PARISH  OF  CLAYWOllTH. 

School. 

Clay  worth.  Sampson’s  Gift. — The  Rev.  William  Sampson,  who  was  buried  at  Clayworth 

in  1702,  by  his  Will,  gave  to  Sampson  King  and  his  liens  his  close  in  Leyfield 

School,  of  Clayworth,  called  Stone  Hill  Close,  containing  three  acres ; also  nine  acres 
and  half  a rood  of  arable  land  dispersed  in  the  fields  of  Clayworth,  late  the 
lands  of  Robert  Greenfield,  and  ten  other  acres  of  arable  land  in  the  same 
fields,  late  the  lands  of  John  Maples,  on  trust,  to  permit  the  rector  of  Clayworth 
for  the  time  being  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  close  and  lands,  on 
trust,  that  he  should  quarterly  pay  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  town  of  Clayworth, 
for  teaching  six  poor  boys  of  the  parish  of  Clayworth  (whom  the  said  rector 
should  have  the  sole  power  to  nominate)  to  read,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  and 
also  for  instructing  them  in  the  principles  of  religion  according  to  the  Catechism 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  “ The  sum  of  Christianity”  set  forth  by  Mr. 
Clement  Ellis,  late  rector  of  Kirkby,  at  the  usual  rate  paid  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  parish  for  teaching  their  children ; and  that  if  at  the  year’s  end,  the 
quarterly  payments  being  made,  there  should  remain  any  surplusage  of  the 
monies  in  hand,  the  said  rector  should  dispose  of  the  same,  one  half  thereof  to 
the  schoolmaster,  and  the  other  half  to  two  of  the  best  scholars  whom  the  rector 
should  find  to  have  made  most  proficiency  in  their  learning. 

A copy  of  an  extract  of  this  donor’s  will,  from  which  the  above  statement  of 
it  is  taken,  was  produced  to  us  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Shepherd,  the  present 
rector  of  Clayworth,  who  received  it  on  coming  to  reside  in  this  parish  from, 
the  minister  previously  resident  there.  Searches  have  been  made  for  Mr. 
Sampson’s  Will,  both  at  York  and  at  Doctors  Commons,  but  it  has  not  been  found. 

The  property  derived  from  this  donor’s  gift  consists  of  the  following  parcels, 
which  were  allotted  by  the  award  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Clayworth  In- 
closure, dated  in  1792. 

1.  A field  of  arable  land,  containing  2 a.  3r.  29 p.  and  a field  of  pasture, 
containing  3a.,  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Hindley,  at  the  rent  of  14/.  per 
annum. 

2.  A field  of  pasture,  containing  4a.  3r.  3 Ip.,  in  the  occupation  of  Samuel 
Bennet,  at  the  rent  of  10/.  per  annum. 

3.  A field  of  pasture,  containing  3 a.  2r.  34  p.,  in  the  occupation  of  John 
Teal,  the  present  schoolmaster,  at  6/.  per  annum. 

4.  A field  of  arable  land,  being  an  allotment  on  the  common,  consisting  of 
10a.  3r.  18  p.,  part  of  which,  containing  5 a.  1 r.  18p.,  is  in  the  occupation  of 
Mary  Barlow,  at  the  rent  of  14/.,  and  the  residue  is  in  the  occupation  of  John 
Favil,  at  the  rent  of  14/.  per  annum. 

All  the  above-mentioned  occupiers  are  yearly  tenants,  and  the  rents,  which 
amount  in  the  whole  to  5SI.  per  annum,  are  considered  to  be  the  fair  value  of 
the  respective  lands. 
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Otter's  Gift. — Francis  Otter , (who  died  in  1813)  by  his  Will,  gave  all  his 
estate  at  Clayworth  to  the  rector,  churchwarden,  and  overseer  of  the  poor  of 
the  parish  of  Clayworth,  on  trust,  to  permit  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time 
being  to  reside  in  and  occupy  the  same,  he  instructing  annually  one  poor  boy 
belonging  to  the  said  parish  in  writing,  reading  and  arithmetic,  and  also  paying 
to  the  said  rector,  churchwarden  and  overseer,  annually,  4 <1.  over  and  above  the 
teaching  of  one  boy,  to  be  applied  by  them  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  1 1.  to 
the  man  whom  they  or  a majority  of  them  should  adjudge  to  be  the  best 
plougher  in  the  parish,  1/.  to  the  youth  under  17  years  of  age,  who  should  in 
like  manner  be  adjudged  the  best  plougher  in  the  parish,  which  two  premiums 
he  directed  to  be  given  annually  in  Easter-week  for  ever  ; 1 /.  to  the  woman 
whom  they  or  a majority  of  them  should  adjudge  to  have  shorn  one  acre  of 
wheat  in  the  best  manner,  and  1 1.  to  the  young  woman  under  17  years  of  age 
who  should  have  shorn  half  an  acre  of  wheat  in  the  best  manner,  in  the  same 
parish,  the  two  last-mentioned  premiums  to  be  distributed  in  the  month  of 
September  for  ever. 

The  property  derived  from  this  donation  consists  of  a house  with  a small 
grass-plot  adjoining  to  it,  in  the  occupation  of  the  schoolmaster,  at  the  pre- 
scribed yearly  rent  of  4/.,  which  he  had  held  in  Mr.  Francis  Otter’s  lifetime,  at 
61.  per  annum. 

In  September  1814  two  sums  of  1/.  each  were  given  out  of  the  rent  of  these 
premises,  according  to  the  donor’s  directions,  to  two  women  adjudged  to  be  the 
best  shearers  of  wheat  in  the  parish  ; but  the  rector  states  that  it  was  found  that 
the  contest  for  these  prizes  gave  rise  to  dissentions  in  the  parish,  and  therefore, 
with  the  concurrence  of  Mr.  John  Otter,  the  elder  brother  and  heir  of  the  donor 
(who,  as  this  gift  was  void  under  the  Act  of  9 Geo.  2,  c.  36  would  have  been 
entitled  to  claim  the  property  as  his  own)  no  subsequent  distribution  of  premiums 
took  place,  and  the  rent  of  4/.  paid  by  the  schoolmaster  has  since  1814  been 
carried,  with  the  rents  of  the  lands  given  by  Mr.  Sampson,  to  the  general  account 
of  the  school  kept  by  the  rector,  out  of  which  payments  have  been  made  for  the 
repairs  of  the  premises  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster,  that  mode  of  applying 
the  rent  of  4/.  having  been  approved  by  Mr.  John  Otter. 

Johnson’s  and  Dickonson’ s Gfts.  In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786 
Christopher  Johnson  is  stated  to  have  given  by  his  Will,  in  1707j  lands  for  the 
endowment  of  a school  at  Clayworth,  producing  2 1.  2 s.  per  annum ; and  Lacy 
Dickonson  is  stated  to  have  given  by  his  Will,  the  date  of  which  was  unknown, 
tenements  for  the  same  purpose,  producing  1/.  155.  per  annum.  The 
schoolmaster  is  in  the  occupation,  rent-free,  of  a parcel  of  land  at  Clay- 
worth, now  an  orchard,  containing  about  half  an  acre,  and  worth  about  2/. 
per  annum ; and  he  states  that  18  years  ago,  at  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment by  the  then  rector,  the  ruins  of  a cottage  and  other  buildings  were  re- 
maining on  this  land,  which  had  been  occupied  as  long  as  they  were  habitable 
by  the  preceding  schoolmaster.  It  seems  probable  that  this  land,  with  the 
buildings  thereon,  was  given  either  by  Mr.  Johnson  or  Mr.  Dickonson.  We 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  that  any  other  lands  were  given  by  either  of 
them  ; but  if  there  was  any  such  donation,  it  is  possible  that  on  the  Clayworth 
inclosure  an  equivalent  was  given  for  such  lands,  and  included  in  the  allot- 
ments above  stated  to  have  been  made  in  respect  of  the  property  given  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Sampson. 

From  1812,  when  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Shepherd  came  to  reside  at  Clayworth,  to 
the  present  time,  the  accounts  of  the  school  have  been  kept  by  him.  Out  of 
the  rents  there  is  paid  a salary  of  48/.  per  annum,  by  quarterly  payments  to  the 
schoolmaster,  who  in  consideration  thereof  undertakes  to  instruct  in  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic,  and  the  Church-catechism,  twelve  poor  boys  of  this 
parish,  to  be  appointed  by  the  rector  ; and  he  is  also  bound  to  instruct  one  boy 
in  respect  of  the  premises  in  his  occupation  derived  from  Otter’s  gift ; but  at 
the  time  of  our  Investigation  (August  1827)  there  were  only  seven  boys  instructed 
on  these  foundations.  We  were  informed  that  until  the  last  two  years  the  speci- 
fied number  had  been  usually  complete,  but  that  latterly  there  had  been  a 
deficiency  of  four  or  five  boys,  in  consequence  of  applications  for  admission 
to  the  school  not  having  been  made  to  the  rector. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  according  to  the  directions  contained  in  Mr.  Samp- 
son’s will,  the  payments  to  be  made  in  the  first  instance  to  the  schoolmaster 
were  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  poor  boys  instructed,  (six  being  the 

S s 4 number 


Clayworth- 


School, 

continued. 


Clayworth. 


School, 

continued. 


Annuities  for  the 
Poor,  and  Poors 
Money. 


324  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

number  specified  by  him,)  at  the  usual  rate  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish 
for  the  instruction  of  their  children,  and  if  there  should  remain  any  surplusage 
at  the  year’s  end,  one  moiety  thereof  was  to  be  disposed  of  to  the  master,  and 
the  other  to  two  of  the  best  scholars,  to  be  selected  by  the  rector.  It  appears 
to  us,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  more  consonant  to  this  donor’s  intentions,  and 
would  probably  tend  to  keep  up  the  number  of  boys  to  be  taught  in  respect  of 
the  charity  complete,  according  to  their  present  limit,  if  the  schoolmaster  were 
paid  according  to  a fair  rate  (which  we  apprehend  may  be  about  10  s.  per 
quarter  for  each  boy,)  for  the  number  of  boys  actually  instructed  by  him  ; and 
if  the  residue  of  the  rents  derived  from  Sampson’s  gift  were  divided  in  equal 
moieties,  one  moiety  thereof  being  paid  to  the  master,  and  the  other  moiety 
being  applied  for  the  benefit  of  such  of  the  scholars  as  should  have  made  greatest 
proficiency,  in  clothing,  the  purchase  of  books,  or  otherwise,  as  the  rector  should 
think  most  beneficial. 

With  respect  to  the  application  of  the  rent  of  4/.,  derived  from  Mr.  Otter’s 
gift,  it  may  be  advantageously  appropriated  to  the  repairs  of  the  house  occupied 
by  the  schoolmaster,  and  of  a school-room  built  in  181G,  on  the  premises  given 
by  Mr.  Otter,  at  an  expense  of  88/.,  which  was  paid  out  of  the  annual  surplus 
of  the  rents. 

A large  expense  of  70/.  was  incurred  before  that  time,  and  paid  out  of  the 
rents,  for  the  costs  of  legal  proceedings  instituted  by  the  rector  against  a tenant 
of  part  of  the  school-land,  of  the  name  of  Hill,  who  during  three  years  had  paid 
no  rent  for  the  field  which  he  had  held,  and  refused  to  quit  it,  and  who,  although 
he  afterwards  gave  up  the  possession,  became  insolvent. 

In  1825  a sum  of  about  26/.  was  paid  for  the  repairs  of  the  house  occupied 
by  the  schoolmaster,  in  consideration  of  the  before-mentioned  rent  of  4/.  having 
been  carried  to  the  general  account,  and  there  have  been  other  occasional 
payments  for  those  repairs. 

During  the  last  two  years  some  books  have  been  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
scholars,  and  donations  of  boots  have  been  made  to  them,  but  no  specific  poi^ 
tion  of  the  rents  has  hitherto  been  applied  for  their  benefit ; and  indeed  the 
greater  part  of  the  surplus  rents  beyond  the  salary  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  has 
been  absorbed  by  the  expenses  incurred  in  building  the  school,  and  in  the  above- 
mentioned  legal  proceedings. 

At  the  time  of  our  Investigation  there  was  a balance  in  favour  of  the  charity 
of  19/.  2 s.  in  the  rector’s  hands. 

Of  the  boys  of  the  foundation,  two  have  been  usually  taken  from  the  town- 
ship of  Wiseton,  and  the  rest  from  the  township  of  Clayworth.  We  are  informed 
that  when  six  children  only  were  taught  in  respect  of  Sampson’s  gift,  two  were 
sent  from  Wiseton  ; and  therefore  as  the  number  has  been  increased,  that  town- 
ship appears  to  be  entitled  to  a larger  proportion  of  the  benefit  of  the  school. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  CLAYWORTH. 
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In  an  old  vestry-book  produced  to  us  there  is  entered,  under  the  date  of  1759, 
a list  of  annual  payments  made  to  the  overseers  under  the  name  of  Poors 
Money,  as  follows : 


George  Copeland 
George  Sissons 
Mr.  Colton 
Mr.  John  Otter 
Mr.  Stovin  - 


£.  - 10  - 

- 

- 6 - 

- 

- 6 - 

- 

- 6 - 

- 

- 13  4 

£. 

214 

In  177d  Mr.  Dickonson  appears  to  have  commenced  an  annual  payment  of  1 /. 
in  addition  to  the  above ; and  in  1791  a further  entry  appears  in  the  vestry- 
book  of  money  to  be  collected  at  Christmas  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor, 


Of  James  Bingley  - - - - - f.  112- 

Of  Mr.  Dickonson  - --  --  1 - - 


The 


Nottingham.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  325 


The  payments  are  now  made  to  the  overseers  of  the  township  as  follows  ; viz. 


At  Easter  : 

By  Mr.  William  Gray,  the  owner  of  a farm  in  the  parish  of  Clayworth, 
containing  about  80  acres,  which  he  purchased  of  Mr.  Peter  Diekonson, 
the  son  of  Thomas  Lacy  Diekonson  ------ 

By  Viscount  Althorp,  the  owner  of  an  estate  in  this  parish  - 
By  Mr.  George  Clayton,  the  owner  of  a field  called  Leyfield  Close,  con- 
taining about  7 a.  ---------- 

By  Mr.  James  Bingley,  the  present  tenant  for  life,  of  a house  and  two 
orchards  at  Clayworth,  and  a Close  on  Clayworth  Common 
By  Thomas  Colton,  esq.  the  owner  of  an  estate  in  this  parish 
By  John  Otter,  esq.  the  owner  of  an  estate  in  this  parish  - 


£.  s.  d. 


1 - - 

- 13  4 

-to  - 

- 6 - 
- 6 - 
- 6 - 


£. 

3 1 4 

At  Christmas: 

By  the  above-mentioned  James  Bingley,  in  respect  of  the  property  above 
mentioned  - - - - - 

By  the  above-mentioned  William  Gray,  in  respect  of  his  farm  above 
mentioned  - --  --  --  --  -- 

1 12  - 
1 - - 

£. 

2 12  - 

These  sums  are  distributed  shortly  after  Easter  and  Christmas  respectively 
by  the  overseer  of  the  parish,  at  his  discretion,  amongst  the  neediest  poor  per- 
sons of  the  parish,  the  widows  receiving  2 $.  6d.  each,  the  others,  1 $.  6d.  or 
Is.  each. 

Most  of  the  above-mentioned  annual  sums  are  mentioned  in  the  Parliamentary 
Returns  of  1786  as  rentcharges  given  to  the  poor  of  Clayworth,  the  donors  of 
which  were  unknown.  In  those  Returns  a sum  of  40/.  is  also  mentioned  as 
having  been  given  by  some  unknown  donor,  and  as  being  then  vested  in  the 
overseers,  and  producing  1/.  16 $.  per  annum. 

An  Indenture  was  produced  to  us  from  the  parish-chest,  whereby  John 
Richardson,  and  Anne  his  wife,  who  was  the  executrix  of  Anthony  Hartshorn, 
in  consideration  of  40/.,  assigned  to  John  Otter  and  William  Sisson  a mortgage 
for  a term  of  500  years  of  a messuage  in  Clayworth,  and  two  little  closes,  con- 
taining 3 a.  In.,  and  certain  lands  in  the  common  fields  of  Clayworth,  which 
mortgage  had  been  granted  by  John  Hanson  to  Anthony  Hartshorn  in  1728 
for  40/.  It  was  suggested  that  the  annual  sum  of  1/.  12  $.,  now  paid  at  Easter 
by  Mr.  James  Bingley,  might  be  the  interest  of  this  sum  of  40/.,  but  we  were 
not  able  to  ascertain  this  point,  Mr.  Bingley  being  infirm,  and  residing  at  some 
distance  from  Clayworth. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  WISETON. 

Poors  Close. 

In  the  book  containing  the  accounts  of  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  this  town- 
ship for  the  year  1749,  a sum  of  17$.  is  entered  as  received  for  a year’s  rent 
of  the  poor-close. 

The  following  entry  is  also  found  in  the  same  book: 

“ May  27,  1761,  sold  to  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Gainsborough,  three  oaks  in 
**  the  poor-close,  being  now  exchanged  to  Mr.  Stovin,  11.  8$. 

“ The  present  rent  being  18$.  a year,  which  rent  is  said  must  be  paid  by 

Jonathan  Acklom,  esq.  or  his  heirs,  for  ever.” 

The  latter  part  of  this  entry,  relating  to  the  payment  of  the  rent  of  18$. 
a year,  appears  to  have  been  written  at  a later  period  than  the  former  part.  It 
would  seem  that  it  was  considered  at  the  time  when  the  latter  part  was  written 
that  in  lieu  of  the  land  a perpetual  rent  of  18$.  was  to  be  paid;  but  it  does 
not  appear  by  what  authority  this  arrangement  was  made. 

This  rent  of  18$.  per  annum  was  paid  by  the  Acklom  family,  and  is  now  paid 
by  Lord  Viscount  Althorp,  who  is  in  possession  of  the  Wiseton  estate. 

The  poors  close  has  long  been  united  with  another  field  belonging  to  Lord 
Althorp,  and  it  is  therefore  difficult  to  ascertain  the  precise  quantity  or  value 
Rep.  19.  T t of 
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of  it.  We  are  informed  by  Lord  A1  thorp  that  a canal  was  cut  through  the  close, 
and  that  what  remains  of  it  is  supposed  to  contain  about  three  roods. 

The  rent  has  been,  together  with  the  two  annuities  of  1/.  and  6 s.  8 d.  herein- 
after mentioned,  carried  to  the  general  account  of  the  overseer  of  the  poor 
of  the  township. 

It  is  not  known  from  whose  gifts  either  the  poors  close  or  the  annuities  were 
derived,  but  it  is  probable  that  they  were  intended  for  charitable  purposes,  and 
therefore  it  appears  to  us  that  the  income  arising  from  them  ought  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  poor  of  the  township  (who  are  stated  to  be  very  few  in  number) 
instead  of  being  carried  to  the  general  overseer’s  account;  and  we  were 
assured  by  Lord  Althorp  that  the  rent  and  the  annuities  should  in  future  be  so 
disposed  of. 

Annuities  of  1/.  and  65.  8 d. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  that  a rentcharge  of  1/. 
per  annum,  vested  in  Thomas  Dickonson,  and  a rentcharge  of  6 s.  8 d.  per 
annum,  vested  in  Jonathan  Acklom,  had  been  given  to  the  poor  of  this 
township. 

In  the  accounts  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  year  1749,  and  in  sub- 
sequent years,  the  sum  of  1/.  is  entered  as  received  from  Mr.  Dickonson.  It 
is  now  paid  by  Mr.  William  Gray,  the  owner  of  the  farm  mentioned  in  the 
above  account  of  the  charities  of  Clayworth. 

The  annual  sum  of  65.  8 c?.  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  the  overseer  by 
Mr.  Stovin  from  1751  to  1762,  and  afterwards  by  the  Acklom  family.  It  is 
now  paid  by  Lord  Althorp,  and  is  supposed  to  be  a charge  on  some  part  of 
his  Lordship’s  estate. 

Acklom’s  Charity. 

Richard  Acklom , esquire,  of  Wiseton,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  28th  Novem- 
ber 1751,  charged  his  farm  at  Wiseton,  purchased  of  Mr.  Aaron  Jeffery,  with 
the  yearly  payment  of  31.  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
Wiseton  on  every  Lady-day  for  ever,  in  trust,  for  the  buying  and  disposal  of  16 
yards  of  coarse  kersey  cloth,  and  of  22  yards  of  serge,  in  the  manner  following ; 
viz.  to  two  poor  women  of  Wiseton,  eight  yards  of  serge  each,  to  be  made  into 
gowns,  to  be  first  worn  on  every  7th  day  of  March,  and  to  the  parents  of  two 
poor  girls  of  Wiseton,  two  yards  and  a half  of  serge  for  each  girl,  to  be  made 
into  coats,  to  be  first  worn  on  every  22d  day  of  March ; and  to  the  parents  of 
two  poor  boys  of  Wiseton,  four  yards  of  kersey  cloth  for  each  boy,  to  be  made 
into  coats  and  waistcoats,  to  be  first  worn  every  11th  day  of  April;  and  to 
two  poor  men  of  Wiseton,  four  yards  of  kersey  cloth,  each  to  be  first  worn  on 
every  Good  Friday ; but  he  declared  it  to  be  his  intention  that  during  the  life 
of  his  son  Jonathan  he  might,  at  his  discretion,  either  lay  out  the  money,  and 
order  the  disposal  of  the  parcels  as  before  directed  to  be  disposed  of,  or  pay 
the  same  into  the  hands  of  the  officers  aforesaid. 

This  donation  was  void  by  the  statute  9 Geo.  2,  c.  36,  as  being  a charge  011 
land  for  charitable  purposes  made  by  will,  but  we  are  informed  that  the 
annual  sum  of  31.  was  distributed  in  clothing  by  the  late  Jonathan  Acklom, 
esquire,  and  that  after  his  death  the  distribution  was  discontinued,  the  steward 
of  the  estate  not  being  aware  that  it  originated  from  the  above-mentioned  clause 
in  Richard  Acklom’s  will.  The  farm  mentioned  in  the  will  is  the  property  of 
Lord  Viscount  Althorp,  who  proposes  to  resume  the  distribution. 


PARISH  OF  CUCKNEY. 

Pierrepont’s  Charity. 

The  only  charity  of  which  the  poor  of  this  parish  partake  was  given  by 
Dame  Frances  Pierrepont ; but  as  the  chapter  of  the  collegiate  church  of 
Southwell  are  trustees  of  it,  it  is  not  within  the  scope  of  our  Inquiry. 
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PARISH  OF  WEST  DRAYTON. 

Walter’s  School,  and  Charity  for  poor  widows. 

Henry  Walter , of  Haughton,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  10th  April  1688,  West  Drayton, 
charged  certain  lands  in  the  county  of  York  with  a yearly  payment  of  25  l.  — — - 

towards  the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster,  that  in  a school-house  to  be  erected  ^o-her  s School, 
in  Bothamsall,  or  Drayton  Moor,  or  thereabouts,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  atK  widows, 
should  teach  to  read  and  write  English,  and  likewise  some  grammar  learning,  ^ ■ ■-  v, 
to  be  paid  at  the  town  of  Bothamsall  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  there ; 
and  also  with  a yearly  payment  of  2 SI.  to  be  paid  to  the  said  minister  and 
churchwardens,  20/.  thereof  towards  the  maintenance  of  four  poor  widows  of 
ministers,  by  5/.  a year  a-piece,  to  be  admitted  by  the  ministers  for  the  time 
being  of  East  Markham,  West  Markham,  and  Kirton,  and  allowed  by  his  good 
lord  and  master  the  then  Earl  of  Clare,  and  the  succeeding  Earls  of  that  family, 
while  they  should  be  resident  in  Nottinghamshire,  20  s.  thereof  for  coals  for  the 
school-house,  20  s.  for  the  said  minister  and  churchwardens  for  their  pains  in 
receiving  and  paying  the  yearly  sums  thereby  granted,  10-s.  for  entertaining 
the  visitors  thereinafter  named,  when  they  should  meet  at  Bothamsall  or  Elksley 
in  Easter-week,  or  the  week  after,  about  the  said  school-concerns,  and  seeing  to 
the  good  order  of  it,  and  that  the  said  poor  widows  had  right  done  them,  and 
the  remaining  10  s.  to  be  yearly  bestowred  in  books  for  such  of  the  children  of 
the  school  as  were  of  the  poorest  parents.  And  he  directed  that  a school-house 
should  be  built  in  such  convenient  place  near  the  place  of  meeting  at  Botham- 
sall and  Drayton  Moor  at  Denman  Hole,  or  thereabouts,  as  the  Earl  of  Clare 
should  approve  ; and  that  when  the  2 51.  a year  granted  for  endowing  the  said 
school  should  become  payable,  all  the  male  children  that  should  come  from 
Bothamsall,  Haughton,  Elksley,  Gamston,  West  Drayton,  Milton,  and  Bever- 
cotes,  should  by  the  said  schoolmaster  thereof  be  taught  to  read  and  write 
legibly,  and  be  instructed,  as  he  could,  in  grammar  learning  until  they  should 
come  to  the  age  of  14  years,  without  his  asking  any  pay  or  reward  for  the  same 
more  than  the  said  25 1. ; such  master  to  be  approved  and  allowed  by  the  said 
Earl  of  Clare  ; and  he  desired  that  the  ministers  of  East  Markham,  West  Mark- 
ham, and  Kirton,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  should  be  visitors  of  the  school- 
house,  and  should  have  power,  with  consent  of  the  Earl  of  Clare,  and  the  suc- 
ceeding Earls  of  that  family,  to  put  out  any  schoolmaster  of  the  school  that 
should  be  guilty  of  any  neglect  or  scandal,  and  so  reputed  by  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  to  put  another  in  his  place. 

The  school  erected  in  pursuance  of  the  donor’s  directions  is  situate  in  the 
parish  of  West  Drayton. 

It  appears  to  us  that  the  will  of  this  donor  contains  such  an  appointment  of 
special  visitors  of  his  charities  as  exempts  them  from  our  Investigation. 


PARISH  OF  DUNHAM. 

Addy’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  that  John  Addy  gave  land  Dunham, 

to  the  poor  of  Dunham,  vested  in  the  parish,  and  producing  about  12  s.  per  - — - 
annum,  but  that  the  date  of  the  donation,  and  the  instrument  by  which  it  was  •Atldy s Charity, 
given,  were  unknown. 

A person  of  this  name,  supposed  to  be  the  donor  of  the  land,  was  buried  at 
Dunham  in  1658.  Searches  have  been  made  for  his  will,  but  it  has  not  been 
found. 

By  the  award,  dated  in  1815,  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Dunham  and 
Ragnall  inclosure,  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1803,  a parcel  of  land 
in  the  south  field  of  Dunham,  containing  3r.  27p.,  was  allotted  to  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor  of  Dunham. 

We  learn  from  Mr.  William  John  Calvert,  who  was  the  surveyor  employed  on 
this  inclosure,  that  this  allotment  was  made  in  respect  of  the  first  grass  only  of 
six  small  parcels  of  meadow  in  Dunham  Marsh,  containing  in  the  whole  nearly 
two  acres.  After  Lammas  in  each  year  this  marsh  was  previously  to  the  inclosure 
a common  meadow.  Mr.  Robert  Milnes  and  Mr.  Thomas  Newstead,  inhabitants 
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of  this  parish,  state,  that  they  have  been  informed  that  the  land  given  by  John 
Addy  contained  about  three  roods,  customary  measure,  equal  to  about  half  an 
acre  statute-measure.  Mr.  Newstead  also  states,  that  he  has  heard  that  many 
years  ago  one  of  the  Mellish  family  gave  to  the  inhabitants  of  Dunham  a strip 
of  land  in  the  Marsh,  containing  about  two  acres,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
drain,  which  was  accordingly  made,  and  occupied  about  half  the  quantity  of 
land  thus  given  ; that  the  other  half  formed  the  bank  of  the  drain,  and  that  he 
conceives  that  the  first  grass  of  this  bank  belonged  to  the  inhabitants,  and  that 
the  above-mentioned  allotment  was  made  as  well  in  respect  of  this  bank  as  of 
the  land  given  by  John  Addy.  We  understand,  however,  that  ail  the  land  in 
the  Marsh  was  annually  let  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  to  the  best  bidder,  and 
produced  from  205.  to  305.  a year ; that  distributions  to  the  poor  were  made  by 
the  overseers  in  respect  of  this  rent,  and  that  there  is  no  trace  of  any  part  of 
the  rent  being  previously  to  the  inclosure  carried  to  the  overseers  general 
account. 

After  the  inclosure,  the  allotment  made  by  the  commissioners  was  let  to 
George  Wilson,  a carpenter,  as  the  best  bidder,  at  a parish-meeting,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  3/.  125.,  under  an  agreement  that  he  should  hold  it  at  the  same  rent  for 
21  years.  This  rent  was  received  by  the  overseer  for  the  time  being,  and 
carried  to  his  general  account  until  about  the  year  1815,  when  it  was  agreed 
between  George  Wilson  and  the  inhabitants  that  he  should  retain  the  rent 
towards  the  payment  of  a sum  of  95/.  remaining  due  to  him  for  work  done  in 
rebuilding  the  church  in  180G,  and  he  has  continued  until  the  present  time  to 
retain  the  rent  for  that  purpose. 

It  appears  therefore  that  the  above-mentioned  allotment  has  from  the  time  of 
the  inclosure  been  treated  as  belonging  not  to  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  parish, 
but  to  those  who  contribute  to  the  rates.  Before  that  time  a distribution  was 
made  to  the  poor  in  respect  of  the  rent  of  the  land  in  right  of  which  that  allot- 
ment was  made  to  the  overseer,  and  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  whole  of 
that  rent  was  not  so  distributed.  Unless  therefore  the  inhabitants  can  establish 
a claim  to  any  part  of  the  allotment  in  respect  of  the  supposed  gift  of  one  of  the 
Mellish  family,  we  apprehend  that  the  whole  of  it  ought  to  be  let  at  the  best 
rent  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor ; that  the  rent  ought  to  be  distributed  to  them, 
and  an  account  kept  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  distinct  from  the  general 
account  of  the  overseer. 


Hainsworth’s  Charity. 

In  the  register  of  this  parish  is  inserted  an  extract  from  the  Will  of 
Mrs.  Hainsworth,  who  bequeathed  to  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of 
Dunham  50/.,  at  five  annual  payments,  to  be  distributed  to  them  in  such  manner 
as  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers,  should  judge  proper,  on  22d 
February,  being  her  son’s  birth-day.  It  is  also  stated  in  a note  in  the  register, 
that  this  money  was  in  the  hands  of  Charles  Mellish,  esq.,  and  that  he  paid 
interest  at  5 /.  per  cent  for  it. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  178G,  state  this  legacy  of  50/.  to  have  been 
given  by  Mrs.  Anne  Hainsworth  in  1763. 

This  sum  of  50/.,  together  with  10/.,  supposed  to  have  arisen  from  an  accu- 
mulation of  interest  thereon,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Newstead, 
who  gave  his  promissory  note  for  the  amount,  dated  22d  February  1820,  and 
pays  31.  as  the  interest  thereof,  at  5 per  cent,  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  for  the 
time  being,  by  whom  it  is  annually  distributed,  on  or  shortly  after  22d  February, 
amongst  widows  and  other  poor  persons  of  the  parish.  It  is  desirable  that  this 
money  should  be  placed  on  some  public  security. 

The  two  following  donations  appear  to  have  been  given  by  other  persons  of 
the  Hainsworth  family,  but  we  fear  that  they  must  now  be  considered  as 
lost. 

Leonard  Hainsworth,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  1st  January  1728,  gave  to 
the  town  of  Dunham  10/.  for  ever,  the  interest  to  be  paid  yearly  for  so  many 
poor  peoples  children  as  was  convenient,  to  learn  them  to  read  well  in  the  Bible 
and  the  Church-catechism,  and  appointed  his  son  John  his  sole  executor. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  I7S6  this  sum  of  10/.  is  stated  to  be  lost; 
but  we  are  informed  that  Mr.  William  Meekly,  who  occupied  some  land  at 
Dunham  as  tenant  to  one  John  Hainsworth,  and  afterwards  as  tenant  to  William 
Billett,  to  whom  John  Hainsworth  by  his  will  left  that  property,  paid  10  5.  a 
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year  for  teaching  poor  children  of  this  parish,  and  that  after  Mr.  Meekly’s 
death,  which  took  place  about  10  years  ago,  application  was  made  to  Mr.  Billett, 
who  refused  to  continue  the  payment. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  I78G  state  that  John  Hainsworth  gave  to  the 
poor  of  this  parish  (by  what  instrument  was  unknown)  two  sums  of  40 /.  and  10  /., 
vested  in  John  Hainsworth,  and  producing  2 /.  10  s.  per  annum. 

We  are  informed  that  an  annual  sum  of  40  s.  was  paid  to  the  poor  of  this 
parish  by  John  Hainsworth  (probably  the  same  person  as  appears  to  have  paid 
the  interest  of  these  two  sums  in  1786)  ; that  he  died  in  1810,  having  some  years 
before  discontinued  the  payment,  and  having  on  application  made  to  him  stated 
that  he  could  not  be  compelled  to  resume  it ; and  that  on  his  refusal  a solicitor 
was  consulted  by  the  parish-officers,  but  no  document  could  be  found  to  show 
his  liability  to  the  payment. 


Hainsworth’s 
Charity, 
continued . 

V. t 


Church  Lands. 

By  the  award  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Dunham  and  Ragnall  inclosure,  Church  Lands, 
a parcel  of  land  in  the  South  Field  of  Dunham,  containing  2 a.  2 r.  7 p*>  was 
allotted  to  the  churchwardens  of  Dunham. 

It  does  not  appear  what  was  the  quantity  of  land  in  respect  of  which  this 
allotment  was  made,  nor  from  whose  donation  that  land  was  derived. 

The  allotment  is  now  held  by  Caleb  Nicholson,  under  a lease  stated  to  have 
been  granted  in  1813  by  Thomas  Newstead  and  Robert  Milnes  to  John  Hewett, 
for  a term  of  31  years,  at  a peppercorn  rent,  in  consideration  of  a sum  of  142/. 
which  was  received  by  Mr.  Newstead,  and  applied  towards  the  liquidation  of 
the  expenses  incurred  in  rebuilding  the  church  in  1806.  The  accounts  of  the 
receipts  and  payments  for  rebuilding  the  church  were  kept  by  Mr.  Newstead, 
but  we  were  informed,  that  up  to  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  the  parishioners  had 
not  been  able  to  obtain  a settlement  of  those  accounts. 

We  apprehend  that  this  lease,  by  which  the  revenue  of  this  land  was  antici- 
pated for  31  years,  was  unauthorized,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  granted. 


CHAPELRY  OF  RAGNALL. 

Poors  Money,  and  Poors  Land. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  a sum  of  50/.  is  stated  to  have  been  Ragnall. 
given  by  some  person  unknown  to  the  poor  of  Ragnall,  and  to  be  at  that  time  

in  litigation.  ^0poo ra^Lancf ° ^ 

The  only  information  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  relating  to  this  charity  is, 
that  some  of  the  inhabitants  recollect  that  there  was  formerly  in  the  hands  of 
Charles  Mellish,  esq.,  who  was  the  owner  of  an  estate  in  Ragnall,  and  died 
about  40  years  ago,  a sum  of  50/.,  for  which  he  paid  interest;  that  this  sum 
was  supposed  to  have  been  left  to  the  poor  by  one  of  the  Mellish  family,  and  to 
have  been  chargeable  on  his  estate,  but  that  it  is  not  known  in  what  manner  the 
principal  sum  was  disposed  of  after  his  death.  We  learn  that  after  Mr.  Mellish’s 
death  the  right  to  his  property  was  contested  between  his  illegitimate  daughters, 
who  bore  his  name,  and  his  two  nieces  of  the  name  of  Rankin.  This  is  pro- 
bably the  litigation  alluded  to  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns. 

On  the  Dunham  and  Ragnall  inclosure  an  allotment  of  2 a.  1«.  26  p.  was 
made  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Ragnall  in  compensation  for  certain  lands, 
the  rent  of  which  had  previously  to  the  inclosure  been  carried  to  the  general 
account  of  the  overseers  of  this  chapelry. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  part  of  that  rent  had  ever  been  distributed  to  the 
poor,  and  it  is  not  known  from  whose  donation  the  land  in  respect  of  which  the 
allotment  was  made  was  derived. 

In  1811  this  allotment  was  sold  by  the  inhabitants  of  Ragnall  to  Mr.  John 
Quibell,  for  150/.,  which  was  applied  in  paying  the  expenses  of  repairing  the 
chapel  of  Ragnall.  This  sale,  and  the  application  of  the  purchase-money,  seem 
to  have  been  wholly  unauthorized ; but  unless  some  information  could  be  obtained 
to  show  that  the  original  land  was  given  by  some  persons  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor,  we  apprehend  that  if  the  allotment  had  remained  unsold  no  claim  could  be 
substantiated  on  behalf  of  the  poor  to  a distribution  of  the  rent  thereof 
Amongst  them. 

Rep.  19. 
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PARISH  OF  EARRING. 

Forster’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  that  a sum  of  17/.  had 
been  given  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  by  a person,  as  it  was  supposed,  named 
Forster,  which  was  then  vested  in  the  parishioners,  and  produced  17$.  per 
annum. 

The  annual  sum  of  s.,  as  the  interest  of  this  sum  of  17/.,  is  paid  yearly 
by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  this  parish  out  of  the  poors  rates  to  the  church- 
warden, by  whom  it  is  distributed  about  Christmas,  with  the  money  received  at 
the  sacrament,  and  a voluntary  donation  in  small  sums  amongst  all  the  poor 
of  the  parish. 


PARISH  OF  EATON. 

Stringer’s  and  Tavlor’s  Charities. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  ofl786  that  a sum  of  12/.,  given  to 

the  poor  of  this  parish  by  the  Will  of  Stringer,  in  1736,  and  a sum 

of  4/.,  being  apparently  an  accumulation  of  interest  thereon,  were  then  vested 
’ in  George  Mason  and  Ann  Cocking,  producing  together  the  yearly  interest  of 
165.  ; and  that  a sum  of  6/.  given  to  the  poor  by  the  Rev.  John  Taylor,  and 
a sum  of  3/.,  being  an  accumulation  of  interest  thereon  for  10  years,  were  then 
vested  in  George  Mason,  producing  together  9 s.  a year. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  further  information  relating  to  these 
small  charities.  George  Mason,  esquire,  mentioned  in  the  Returns,  resided  at 
Eaton,  and  died  in  1809.  William  Ma&on,  esquire,  his  nephew  and  executor, 
states  that  he  cannot  find  in  his  uncle’s  accounts  any  trace  of  these  sums. 


PARISH  OF  EDWINSTOWE. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  EDWINSTOWE. 

Poors  Lands. 

The  only  document  produced  to  us  relating  to  these  lands  was  a Deed, 
bearing  date  20th  April  1627,  whereby  Anne  Monday,  widow,  and  William 
Monday,  for  good  causes  and  considerations,  granted  and  released  to  Abraham 
Barton,  and  three  others,  then  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Edwinstowe, 
and  their  successors,  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish,  for  ever,  all  their  estate, 
right  and  interest  in  a messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  thereto- 
fore in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Elmer,  situate  in  Edwinstowe,  and  in  all  the 
houses,  gardens,  orchards  and  closes  thereto  belonging,  which  premises  were 
theretofore  given  to  the  parish-church,  or  to  the  churchwardens  thereof  for  the 
time  being,  to  be  employed  for  charitable  uses,  and  were  then  in  the  possession 
of  the  church  wardens,  parties  to  the  said  deed  for  the  said  uses. 

The  property  now  belonging  to  this  charity  consists  of  a small  house  and 
homestead,  with  six  fields  of  old  inclosed  land,  containing  in  the  whole 
16  a.  3 r.  32  p.  in  the  township  of  Edwinstowe,  and  two  allotments  in  the 
south  forest  of  Sherwood,  the  one  containing  57  a.  1 r.  32  p.  and  the  other 
34  a.  2 r.  19  p.  which  were  allotted  bv  the  commissioners  appointed  under  an 
Act  passed  in  1818  for  disafforesting,  dividing  and  inclosing  certain  lands  in 
the  township  of  Edwinstowe,  within  the  forest  of  Sherwood,  to  the  trustees  of 
the  poor  of  Edwinstowe,  together  with  40  acres  of  land  in  the  same  forest, 
which  were  sold  in  1820  for  defraying  the  fencing,  and  other  expenses  attend- 
ing the  inclosure. 

The  whole  of  the  property  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Peakfield,  as 
yearly  tenant,  having  been  let  to  him  at  Michaelmas  1823  at  a fair  rent  of  60/. 
per  annum.  The  two  above-mentioned  allotments  remained  unoccupied  after 
the  inclosure  until  1823,  and  produced  no  rent,  the  old  inclosed  land  being  then 
let  at  25  /.  per  annum. 

It  appears  from  an  account-book  produced  to  us  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Pickin,  the 
steward  of  Earl  Manvers,  that  the  money  received  for  the  sale  of  the  above 
mentioned  40  acres,  was  37 51.  out  of  which  there  remained,  after  payment  of 

the 
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the  expenses  of  fencing,  commissioners  assessments,  &c.  a balance  of  186/.  4 s. 
which  was  in  1821  placed  in  the  Retford  Bank,  in  the  names  of  the  Rev.  John 
Cleaver,  D.  D.  the  vicar,  and  Mr.  Pickin,  as  trustees. 


At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  the  account  with  the  Bank  as  to  this  sum  stood 
thus, 


The  sum  deposited  in  the  Bank  in  1821 

Interest  allowed  by  Bank  up  to  nth  September  1824 


£. 

s. 

d. 

- 

186 

4 

- 

- 

15 

14 

5 

c. 

201 

18 

5 

Sums  drawn  out  of  the  Bank  prior  to  11th  September 
1824,  for  the  expenses  of  subdivision-fences,  and  of 
valuing  and  letting  the  estate  - - - - 104  311 

So  that  there  remained  a balance  of  - - £.  97  14  6 


To  which  would  be  added  the  interest  thereon  allowed  by  the  Bank  from  11th 
September  1824. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  balance  should  be  placed  on  some  good  security,  and 
that  the  interest  should  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  charity. 

The  rent  of  the  lands  is  at  the  present  time  received  by  Mr.  George  Fletcher, 
one  of  the  churchwardens  of  Edwinstowe,  about  Christmas,  and  one  moiety, 
amounting  to  30  is  retained  for  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Edwinstowe,  and 
the  other  moiety  is  divided  into  three  parts,  of  which  two  are  allotted  to  the 
township  of  Clipstone,  and  one  to  the  township  of  Budby.  The  share  allotted 
to  the  township  of  Edwinstowe  is  disposed  of  as  follows  : A list  of  the  resident 
poor  of  this  township  is  prepared  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  and  given  to  a shopkeeper  in 
the  town,  with  instructions  to  give  the  persons  whose  names  are  contained  in 
it,  by  weekly  payments,  the  sums  therein  mentioned,  which  specified  sums  are 
accordingly  given  either  in  money  or  goods,  at  the  option  of  the  poor  persons. 
It  is  stated  that  the  distribution  is  thus  made  for  the  convenience  of  procuring 
change.  The  sums  thus  allotted  to  the  poor  persons  vary  from  1 /.  to  5 s. 
according  to  their  necessities. 

Mr.  Fletcher  also  distributes  a portion  of  the  rents  amongst  poor  persons  of 
the  township  not  residing  within  it,  of  whom  he  prepares  a separate  list,  and  he 
reserves  a small  sum  in  his  hands  to  be  given  in  the  course  of  the  year  to  any 
persons  who  from  accidental  circumstances  may  be  considered  particular 
objects  of  charity. 

The  parish  of  Edwinstowe  contains,  besides  these  three  townships,  the 
chapelries  of  Ollerton,  Perlethorpe,  and  Carburton,  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
these  chapelries  have  ever  partaken  of  this  charity  ; and  it  is  to  be  collected 
from  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  that  the  rent  of  the  land  was  at  that 
time  divided  in  the  same  manner  as  at  present. 

Mr.  Fletcher’s  accounts  of  his  disbursements  have  not  been  yearly  balanced 
or  audited,  nor  indeed  very  methodically  kept.  It  appears  desirable  that  they 
should  be  entered  in  a book,  and  annually  audited  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
townships  entitled  to  the  charity. 

The  shares  of  this  charity  allotted  to  the  townships  of  Clipstone  and  Budby 
are  paid  by  Mr.  Fletcher  to  the  respective  churchwardens  thereof.  The  share 
of  Clipstone  is  distributed  at  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  held  about  Christmas, 
amongst  all  the  poorest  settled  inhabitants  thereof,  in  sums  varying  in  amount 
according  to  their  necessities,  with  the  exception  of  a small  balance  which  it 
has  been  customary  to  reserve  for  a distribution  of  bread  on  Good  Friday,  when 
every  poor  widow  receives  a sixpenny  loaf,  and  every  other  poor  person 
a penny  loaf. 

The  share  of  Budby  is  usually  distributed  about  Christmas  to  the  settled  poor 
thereof  in  various  sums.  In  18,24,  1/.  appears  to  have  been  paid  out  of  this 
portion  towards  the  expense  of  apprenticing  a poor  boy  of  the  township. 


Bellamy’s  School. 

John  Bellamy , of  Edwinstowe,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  12th  June  1719,  and 
proved  in  the  Exchequer  Court  of  York  in  1725,  gave  the  school-house  in 
Edwinstone,  with  two  closes,  one  called  Snowden  Meadow,  containing  by 
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Edwinstowe.  estimation  two  acres,  and  directed  that  the  minister  of  Edwinstowe  for  the  time 

— — being,  his  son-in-law,  John  Monk,  and  his  son  John  Bellamy,  should  be  trustees  ; 

Belco«^nJrfh001’  ant*  ^iat  at  ^1C  decease  of  his  two  sons  aforesaid  they  should  make  choice  of 
v LOni™e  • y two  other  fit  persons,  whom  they  should  think  fit  to  be  trustees,  to  be  joined 
with  the  minister  for  the  time  being,  to  see  that  the  said  meadows  should  be 
letten  to  the  best  advantage,  and  the  rents  paid  quarterly,  or  as  the  trustees 
should  think  fit,  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Edwinstowe,  who  in  consideration 
thereof  should  instruct  such  children  as  were  of  poor,  honest  and  religious 
parents,  born  in  the  town  of  Edwinstowe,  and  not  elsewhere,  in  reading  Eng- 
lish, not  exceeding  eight  in  number,  nor  under,  without  giving  notice  to  the 
trustees  for  the  time  being  ; and  he  directed  that  no  one  should  be  admitted  to 
teach  the  school  who  should  be  a married  man  before  he  was  admitted. 

In  1791  Mr.  Edward  Bulliyant,  who  is  still  living,  was  chosen  by  the  Rev. 
Charles  Gordon,  then  vicar  of  Edwinstowe,  to  succeed  the  Rev.  Edward  Otter, 
deceased,  as  one  of  the  trustees  for  this  charity,  John  Denton  being  at  that 
time  also  a trustee.  It  does  not  appear  that  there  has  been  any  subsequent 
appointment  of  a trustee,  but  the  Rev.  Theophilus  Sampson,  the  present  curate 
of  Edwinstowe,  has  acted  as  a trustee. 

In  1821  the  two  closes,  one  called  Snowden  Meadow,  containing  3 a.  2r.  23 p. 
and  the  other  Wood’s  Meadow,  containing  2 a.  16p.  which  are  situate  about  a 
mile  from  the  town  of  Edwinstowe  were  let  by  auction,  at  a vestry-meeting, 
at  the  rent  of  12 l.  10  s.  per  annum.  At  Lady-day  1824  the  tenant  gave  up  the 
possession  of  them  on  the  ground  of  the  rent  being  too  high,  and  since  that 
time  they  have  been  in  the  occupation  of  Earl  Manvers,  at  a fair  rent  of  10/. 

At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  an  exchange  was  in  progress  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  of  1 & 2 Geo.  4,  c.  92,  between  the  charity  and  Earl  Manvers,  for 
these  meadows,  containing  in  the  whole  5 a.  2 r.  39  p.,  for  which  it  had  been 
agreed  that  his  Lordship  should  give  a close  called  Parkinson  Close,  adjoin- 
ing the  town  of ‘ Edwinstowe,  containing  5 a.  2r.  18p.  ; and  also  a parcel  of 
land  called  the  Manor-house  Garden,  containing  21  perches,  adjoining  to 
the  town  of  Edwinstowe,  which  is  intended  to  be  occupied  as  a garden  by 
the  schoolmaster.  The  terms  of  this  exchange  had  been  approved  by  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  Archbishop  of  York,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  Act. 

In  1824  a new  school  was  built  in  lieu  of  the  old  one,  at  the  expense  of  Earl 
Manvers,  with  the  addition  of  an  house  for  the  master,  the  latter  being  placed 
on  the  site  of  the  old  school,  and  the  former  on  a plot  of  ground  adjoining 
thereto  which  formed  part  of  the  schoolmaster’s  garden,  and  of  the  ground 
behind  the  Widows  Houses  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Until  the  death  of  the  late  schoolmaster  in  1823,  only  eight  free  children  had 
been  taught,  but  since  the  completion  of  the  new  buildings,  and  the  appointment 
of  the  present  master,  the  school  has  been  conducted  on  the  National  System,  and 
has  been  open  to  all  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Edwinstowe,  and 
the  adjoining  townships,  6 d.  per  quarter  being  paid  by  such  persons  as  can 
afford  it  for  the  instruction  of  their  children,  and  additions  to  the  school- 
master’s income  being  made  up  by  voluntary  contributions  from  Earl  Manvers 
and  the  vicar. 

Bellamy’s  Charity  for  Widows. 

Bellamy’s  Charity  The  above-mentioned  John  Bellamy  by  his  said  will  directed  that  for  the 
for  Widows.  relief  of  poor  widows  the  yearly  rents  of  two  houses  adjoining  to  the  school- 
house,  then  occupied  by  William  Smith  and  Anthony  Tissington,  should  be 
distributed  to  four  of  the  poorest  honest  widows,  inhabitants  within  the  town 
of  Edwinstowe,  to  be  equally  distributed  by  the  trustees  appointed  for  the 
school  to  four  such  widows  as  should  be  by  them  thought  most  needful. 

The  above-mentioned  two  houses  were  for  many  years  occupied  by  pool' 
persons,  who  paid  no  rent  for  them.  More  than  20  years  ago,  being  in  a dilapi- 
dated state,  they  were  pulled  down  and  four  small  houses  were  built  on  the  site 
of  them  at  the  expense  of  the  township  of  Edwinstowe.  These  are  now  inha- 
bited by  four  poor  widows  of  the  township/placed  there  by  the  parish-officers, 
the  trustees  not  having  interfered  in  their  appointment.  These  widows  had  the 
use  of  a small  parcel  of  ground  behind  their  houses,  but  part  of  the  new  school- 
house  has  been  built  on  this  ground,  and  the  rest  of  it  is  now  an  open  yard 
before  the  school. 


All 
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All  the  townships  and  chapelries  of  the  parish  of  Edwinstowe  partake  of  a 
small  charity  called  the  Lincoln  Dole,  but  as  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Lin- 
coln appear  to  be  the  trustees  of  it  we  conceive  it  not  to  be  within  the  scope 
of  our  Inquiry. 


TOWNSHIPS  OF  BUDBY  AND  CLIPSTONE. 

Poors  Lands. 

The  application  of  the  portions  of  Edwinstowe  Poors  Lands  allotted  to  these 
townships  has  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  those  lands  iivfhe  town- 
ship of  Edwinstowe. 


CHAPELRY  OF  OLLERTON. 


Thompson’s  and  Markham’s  Charities, 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  Francis  Thompson , by  Will, 
the  date  of  which  was  unknown,  gave,  for  bread,  and  teaching  two  poor  children, 
24/.,  then  vested  in  the  parish,  and  producing  1/.  4 s.  per  annum ; and  that 
Thomas  Markham,  by  Will,  the  date  of  which  was  also  unknown,  gave  for 
bread  to  the  poor,  5 /.,  also  vested  in  the  parish,  and  producing  5s.  per  annum. 
We  are  informed  that  ineffectual  searches  have  been  made  for  these  wills,  but 
that  Francis  Thompson  is  supposed  to  have  died  in  1739,  and  Thomas  Markham 
in  1743. 

In  an  overseer’s  book  of  accounts,  commencing  in  1783,  are  the  following 
entries, 


Mr.  Thompson’s  Beil-ringing  - 
D°  bread,  and  two  childrens  school-wages 

And  in  the  accounts  for  I7S6, 


- £.-  2 - 

1 4 - 


Mr.  Thompson’s  Dole  ------ 

Two  childrens  school-wages,  Mr.  Thompson’s  Charity 
Mr.  Markham’s  Dole  ------ 


- 8 - 

- 16  - 

- 5 - 


Both  these  doles  appear  to  have  been  paid  as  above  in  1791- 
In  1795  there  appears  to  have  been  paid  for  Mr.  Thompson’s  bell-ringing,  2 s., 
and  to  Mrs.  Peal,  who  is  known  to  have  been  a schoolmistress,  8s.  From  that 
time  no  further  entries  are  found  relating  to  these  charities,  but  there  is  a tra- 
dition that  the  money  derived  from  them  was  expended  in  the  repairs  of  the 
chapel  at  Ollerton. 

The  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  chapelry  having  been  called  to  the 
above  mentioned  circumstances,  it  was  resolved,  at  a vestry  holden  27th  August 
1827,  that  in  consideration  of  the  misapplication  of  these  bequests  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Ollerton  should  annually  pay  a sum  equivalent  to  the  interest  arising 
from  the  sums  originally  bequeathed  to  the  poor  of  the  township,  according 
to  the  wills  of  the  donors. 


Town  Lands. 

The  Lease  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract  is  the  only  document  which 
we  have  seen  relating  to  these  lands,  and  was  produced  to  us  by  Mr.  Parkinson, 
steward  to  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Lumley  Savile. 

By  Lease,  bearing  date  17th  March  I78O,  between  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hurst, 
vicar  of  Edwinstowe,  with  the  chapels  of  Ollerton,  Carburton,  and  Perlethorpe, 
annexed,  Charles  Doncaster  and  Thomas  Justice,  churchwardens  of  Ollerton, 
acting  trustees  for  certain  cottages  and  lands  within  the  township  of  Ollerton, 
of  the  one  part,  and  Sir  George  Savile,  bart.  of  the  other  part,  reciting,  that  by 
a decree  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  John  IJarker,  and  four  others,  Commis- 
sioners of  Charitable  Uses  appointed  by  virtue  of  a Commission  in  or  about 
6 James  I.,  the  cottages  and  lands  thereinafter  mentioned  were  decreed  to 
remain,  continue,  and  be  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  church  of 
Ollerton  for  the  time  being,  to  be  by  them  from  time  to  time  used,  letten  and 
employed  for  the  ease  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ollerton  in  paying  of  taxes,  main- 
taining the  said  church,  paying  of  maimed  soldiers,  and  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  people  of  Ollerton  ; and  reciting,  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said 
premises  had  been  beyond  memory  appropriated  to  the  several  uses  and  pur- 
poses mentioned  in  the  said  decree ; and  that  by  an  Act  passed  in  18  Geo.  3, 
for  inclosing  the  common  grounds  of  the  township  of  Ollerton,  there  had  been 
allotted  to  the  said  trustees,  in  lieu  of  their  right  and  interest  in  the  said 
Rep.  19.  U u common 
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common  grounds,  four  parcels  of  land,  containing  together  43  a.  3r.  35p.  part 
of  the  said  common  grounds  ; and  that  part  of  the  ancient  inclosed  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  trustees  had  been  given  in  exchange  for  others  of  like  value  ; and 
that  the  trust-estate  then  consisted  of  the  cottages  and  lands  thereinafter 
demised  ; and  reciting,  that  the  chapel  of  Ollerton  had  some  time  been  very 
ruinous,  and  the  same  had  been  obliged  to  be  taken  down,  and  rebuilt  at  a great 
expense,  and  the  said  Sir  George  Savile  had  advanced  towards  the  rebuilding 
thereof  200/.  in  money,  and  had  provided,  at  his  own  expense,  stone,  timber, 
and  other  materials  to  the  value  of  200/.  more,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Ollerton 
had  raised  amongst  themselves  100/.,  or  thereabouts,  for  that  purpose,  and 
that  all  the  said  sums  had  been  expended  in  rebuilding  the  chapel,  and  that 
there  was  still  wanting  to  discharge  the  debts  already  incurred  on  that  account, 
and  to  finish  the  said  chapel,  and  for  defraying  the  expense  of  inclosing  the 
said  allotments,  a sum  of  780/.  which  the  said  Sir  George  Savile  was  willing  to 
advance  to  the  trustees  without  interest,  on  having  the  principal  sum  secured 
to  him  out  of  the  rents  of  the  trust-estate,  for  which  purpose  it  was  agreed 
that  a lease  thereof  should  be  made  to  him  for  the  term  of  26  years,  under 
a small  annual  rent,  in  which  term  the  said  sum  of  780/.  would  be  nearly  repaid 
to  the  said  Sir  George  Savile,  the  premises  being  of  the  yearly  value  of  30/.,  or 
thereabouts  : It  was  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  the  said  sum  of  780/. 
paid  or  to  be  paid  by  the  said  Sir  George  Savile,  the  said  Thomas  Hurst, 
Charles  Doncaster,  and  Thomas  Justice,  for  themselves  and  their  successors, 
minister  and  churchwardens  of  Ollerton,  demised  to  the  said  Sir  George  Savile 
two  cottages,  each  containing  two  families,  in  Ollerton,  and  the  several  closes, 
containing  together  by  survey,  37a.  3r.  32p.  called  by  the  several  names,  and 
containing  the  several  contents  following,  viz.  the  homestead  on  which  one  of 
the  before-mentioned  cottages  was  erected,  14p.;  one  half  of  another  homestead 
or  croft,  12  p. ; another  homestead,  on  which  the  other  cottage  was  erected, 
1r.  30 p. ; the  Keeper’s  close,  4a.  Or.  12p.  ; Hop-yard,  6a.  1r.  24  p.  ; Walk 
Mill  Close,  3 a.  3r.  8p.  ; Mill  Close,  1a.  1r.  19 p.;  Town-end  Close,  Sr.  34 p.  ; 
another  close  of  the  same  name,  1a.  2r.  12p.  ; part  of  Wellow-gate  Close, 
3a.  1 r.  5p.  ; Middlefield  Close,  2a.  Or.  10p.  ; Grey-lane  Close,  2a.  1r.  Ip.; 
Keeper’s  Close,  1r.  21  p. ; another  close  of  the  same  name,  3r.  9p*;  and 
another  close  of  the  same  name,  2 a.  1 r.  10  p.  ; Walk  Mill  Close,  6 a.  0 r.  32  p. 
and  Wellow-gate  Close,  1 a.  3 r.  19  p.;  and  an  allotment  taken  from  the 
common  of  Ollerton,  adjoining  or  near  to  Walk  Mill  and  Keeper’s  Close,  con- 
taining 22  a.  1 r.  30  p. ; and  another  allotment  from  the  same  common, 
containing  20  a.  3 r.  37  p.  ; and  another  allotment  taken  from  the  same  com- 
mon, adjoining  or  near  to  Mill  Close,  containing  1 r.  2 p.  ; and  another  allot- 
ment taken  from  the  same  common,  near  the  Town-end  Close,  containing 
1 k.  6 p.,  all  situate  in  the  township  of  Ollerton,  (except  timber  and  other  trees,) 
to  the  said  Sir  George  Savile,  for  the  term  of  26  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
1 s.  in  trust,  for  the  uses  in  the  said  decree  contained. 

A receipt  for  780  /.,  signed  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  is  indorsed  on 
this  lease. 


The  following  is  a rental  of  these  lands, 
year  to  year. 

Tenants. 

V 

John  Doncaster  - 

Joseph  Bennett  - 

John  Justice  ------ 

Robert  Gravenor  - 

John  H.  Lilley  ------ 

Stephen  Barratt  - - - - - 

George  Milnes  - - - - - 

Samuel  Wood  ------ 

George  Brown  ------ 

William  Aucliffe  - - - - - 

Elizabeth  Potter  - - - - 

George  Brockmer  - - - - - 

William  Sterland  - - - : - 

R.  G.  Ward,  acknowledgment  - - - 


All  the  occupiers  are  tenants  from 


Quantity. 

- 

Rent  paid  to  Parish* 

A.  r.  p. 

£.  5.  d. 

2 0 10 

1 16  8 

24  o 9 

9 15  - 

33  i 4 

14  4 8 

10  O 10 

4 10  - 

0 3 34 

1 3 4 

1 2 3 

1 17  6 

i 3 19 

1 7 - 

j house  & garden 

- 14  - 

- 14  - 

If  a house  and  J 
\ garden  - ] 

No  rent  paid, 
the  occupier  be- 
ing a pauper. 

- ditto. 

5 o 23 

4 13  4 

211 

274 

- 1 - 

J.  H.  Lilley 
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Tenants. 

Quantity. 

Rent  paid  toParish. 

Ollerton. 

A.  R.  P. 

. s. 

d. 

Town  Lands, 

J.  H.  Lilley  - 

s - 10 

- 

continued. 

Thomas  Hurton  - 

- 

*- 

“ 4 

— 

Walker  - 

- 2 

6 

William  Aucliffe  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 Gardens,  , 

- 2 

6 

Hannah  Mills  - 

- 

- • 

- 

0 1 30  ] 

- 2 

6 

Richard  Tomlinson  - 

- 2 

6 

Betty  Cartledge  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 2 

6 

Francis  Aucliffe  - 

- 

- 

. J 

k _2 

6 

A.  81  2 33 

£.44  12 

10 

From  the  expiration  of  the  above-mentioned  lease  to  Sir  George  Savile  in 
1806  until  1809,  these  lands  were  let  at  rents  amounting  to  34  /.  per  annum. 
From  that  time  until  1813  the  rents  amounted  to  43/.  16  s.  2 d.,  and  from 
1813  to  the  present  time  to  44/.  12s.  10  d.  It  is  however  stated  that  they 
are  now  let  for  much  less  than  their  annual  value,  but  we  are  informed  that  it 
is  intended  that  measures  shall  be  taken  without  delay  for  raising  the  rents  to 
a fair  amount. 

The  rents  are  received  by  the  constable  of  Ollerton,  and  carried  to  his 
account,  out  of  which  the  county  rates  for  the  chapelry  are  paid.  The  consta- 
ble’s disbursements  have  hitherto  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  rents,  which 
may  therefore  be  considered  to  have  been  applied  to  one  of  the  objects  specified 
in  the  Decree  of  Commissions  of  Charitable  Uses,  in  6 James  I.,  as  appears  from 
the  recital  thereof  in  the  lease  of  1780,  viz.  “ for  the  ease  of  the  inhabitants 
in  paying  of  taxes.” 


PARISH  OF  EGM ANTON. 


John  Sudbury’s  Charity'. 

By  Deed  of  Feoffment,  bearing  date  31  May  1656,  as  appears  from  a copy 
thereof  found  in  the  parish-chest,  Richard  Wright,  in  performance  of  the  trust 
reposed  in  him,  granted  to  Robert  Birkitt,  and  three  others  of  Maplebeck,  in 
the  county  of  Nottingham,  and  Edward  Sudbury,  and  three  others  of  Egmanton, 
one  acre,  by  estimation,  of  pasture-ground,  inclosed  in  the  South  Field  in  Tuxford, 
which  acre  was  given  by  one  John  Sudbury , citizen  and  leatherseller,  of  London, 
to  the  said  Richard  Wright  and  others,  by  a deed  of  feoffment,  bearing  date 
1 June  1616,  as  by  the  said  deed,  and  a schedule  thereunto  annexed,  appeared 
to  the  only  use  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Maplebeck  and  Egmanton,  to  hold  to 
the  said  Robert  Birkitt  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  uses  and  purposes 
specified  in  a schedule  thereto  annexed. 

By  the  schedule  referred  to  it  was  directed  that  the  feoffees  and  their  heirs 
should  let  the  said  acre  of  ground  for  the  best  yearly  rent,  and  bestow  the  rents 
and  profits  thereof  yearly  on  such  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  towns  of 
Maplebeck  and  Egmanton  as  by  the  discretion  of  the  said  feoffees,  their  heirs  or 
assigns,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  parsons,  vicars  or  ministers  and 
churchwardens  of  the  said  parishes  of  Maplebeck  and  Egmanton  for  the  time 
being,  or  the  most  part  of  them,  should  be  thought  fit,  one  half  to  the  poor  of 
the  parish  of  Maplebeck,  and  the  other  half  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
Egmanton. 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  of  this  land  was  made  by  indentures  of  lease 
and  release,  bearing  date  4 and  5 September  1795,  whereby  John  Shaw,  as  the 
surviving  trustee,  conveyed  the  same  to  Francis  Gale,  John  Gale,  John 
Truswell,  and  Edward  Sudbury,  of  Egmanton,  and  John  Lowe,  John  Key, 
John  Wright  the  younger,  and  George  Moore,  of  Maplebeck,  and  their  heirs, 
upon  the  above-mentioned  trusts. 

Of  the  above-mentioned  trustees  appointed  for  Egmanton,  Francis  Gale  is 
the  only  survivor.  All  of  those  appointed  for  Maplebeck  are  still  living,  but 
one  of  them,  Mr.  John  Wright,  resides  in  London. 

It  is  stated  in  a tablet  placed  in  Egmanton  church  in  1827,  that  the  land  at 
Tuxford  derived  from  John  Sudbury’s  gift  was  at  the  time  of  the  Egmanton 
inclosure  in  1823  exchanged  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  for  lands  situate  in 
the  parish  of  Egmanton,  called  Outgangbridge  Close,  and  Beetoning  Close, 
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Egmanton.  containing  2 a.  3 r.  15  p.  These  doses  are  in  the  occupation  of  George  Wass, 

- — > as  yearly  tenant,  to  whom,  as  the  best  bidder,  they  were  let  at  a vestry-meeting 

JolCharit)UrJr"  * ^°^en  at  Lady-day  1824,  at  a good  rent  of  61.  6 s.  per  annum,  subject  to  a 

continued.  deduction  of  05.  for  land-tax. 

v v The  annual  sum  of  31.,  being  one  moiety  of  the  clear  rent,  is  received  by 

one  of  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  of  Egmanton,  and  is,  together  with 
1/.  lbs.,  the  rent  of  the  land  derived  from  Christopher  Sudbury’s  and  Francis 
Oldham’s  charities  hereinafter  mentioned,  annually  distributed  about  Christmas 
amongst  all  the  settled  poor  of  the  parish,  in  sums  varying  from  25.  6d.  to  125. 
according  to  their  necessities. 

The  application  of  the  other  moiety  of  the  rent  to  the  poor  of  Maplebeck 
will  be  stated  in  a future  report. 


Christopher  Sudbury’s  Charity. 

Christopher  In  a tablet  in  Egmanton  church,  dated  in  1750,  it  is  stated  that  in  IG78 
Sudbury’s  Charity.  Christopher  Sudbury  gave  to  the  poor  of  Egmanton  two  lands  lying  in  the  south 
field  of  Egmanton,  at  the  Butts,  the  one  at  the  washing  stone  in  Abingmore, 
containing  by  estimation  half  a rood,  and  the  other  abutting  on  Wainewright’s 
homestead,  and  on  other  lands  therein  mentioned  ; that  he  also  gave  two  roods 
in  the  east  held,  the  abutments  of  which  are  mentioned,  and  six  lands  in  the 
west  field,  containing  by  estimation  1a.  1r.,  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  be 
given  to  such  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Egmanton  by  the  discretion  of  the 
feoffees  and  their  heirs,  with  the  advice  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of 
the  said  parish,  one  half  on  Good-Friday  and  the  other  half  on  5th  November. 

Under  the  Egmanton  Inclosure  Act,  which  passed  in  1821,  an  allotment  was 
made  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Egmanton  in  lieu  of  the  above-mentioned 
lands,  containing  3r.  16p.,  which  is  situate  near  the  village  of  Egmanton,  and 
24  perches  were  also  allotted  to  the  overseers  in  lieu  of  the  annual  sum  of  65., 
payable  in  respect  of  Francis  Oldham’s  Charity  hereinafter  mentioned  out  of  ail 
ancient  inclosure  called  Poor  Close  Plantation.  These  allotments  have  been 
since  Lady-day  1824  let  out  as  garden-ground  amongst  six  poor  men  of  the 
parish,  at  the  rent  of  65.  for  each  garden,  this  being  considered  the  most  advan- 
tageous mode  of  disposing  of  them.  The  amount  of  the  rents,  being  1/.  IG5., 
is  received  by  the  overseer,  and  is  distributed  in  the  manner  already  stated  in 
the  account  of  John  Sudbury’s  Charity. 

Francis  Oldham’s  Charity. 

Francis  Oldham’s  It  is  also  stated  in  one  of  the  church-tablets  that  Francis  Oldham  in  lGGO 
Chanty.  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  a yearly  rent  of  65.,  issuing  out  of  a close  lying 
near  the  Leeming  Bridge  in  the  west  field  of  Egmanton,  such  rent  to  be  given 
amongst  the  most  necessitous  poor  at  Christmas,  at  the  discretion  of  his  heirs, 
with  the  advice  of  the  vicar,  churchwardens  and  overseers.  We  have  already 
mentioned  in  the  account  of  Christopher  Sudbury’s  Charity,  that  this  annual 
payment  was  commuted,  under  the  Egmanton  Inclosure  Act,  for  24  perches 
of  land,  and  we  have  stated  the  mode  by  which  the  rent  of  that  land  is 
disposed  of. 


Charities  of  Catherine  Oldham,  Thomas  Oldham,  and  Hannah 

Burton. 

Charities  of  It  is  stated  in  the  church-tablets  that  Catherine  Oldham  left  1/.  5s.,  that 
Catherine  Oldham,  Thomas  Oldham  gave  31.  15  s.,  and  that  Hannah  Burton  left  51.,  the  interest  of 
which  several  sums  was  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  and  that  the  two 
former  sums  were  paid  towards  exonerating  the  lands  allotted  under  the 
Egmanton  inclosure  from  tithes,  and  towards  other  expenses  attending  the  in- 
closure, and  that  the  last  was  applied  towards  exonerating  the  land  at  Tuxford, 
derived  from  John  Sudbury’s  gift,  from  tithes,  and  towards  other  expenses 
incurred  under  the  Tuxford  inclosure. 

Church  Lands. 

Church  Lands.  There  is  a close  in  this  parish  containing  Ga.  1r.  29p.,  called  Church  Land, 
which  was  allotted  to  the  churchwardens  under  the  Egmanton  inclosure,  in  lieu 
of  several  lots  in  the  common  Helds  of  Egmanton.  This  close  is  now  in  the 
occupation  of  James  Cooke,  having  been  let  to  him  on  April  G,  1823,  for  10 
years,  at  the  rent  of  5/.  11 5.  per  annum.  In  an  entry  in  the  vestry-book, 

dated 
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dated  Gth  April  1825,  it  is  stated  that  James  Cooke  had  paid  20/.  towards  the 
expenses  incurred  on  the  Church  Land  in  consequence  of  the  inclosure,  and  that 
he  was  therefore  to  pay  no  rent  from  the  date  thereof  until  the  same  had  run  out, 
and  that  he  was  to  have  interest  allowed  to  him  for  the  sum  advanced. 


Egmanton. 


Church  Lands, 
continued. 

— — ^ 


The  parishioners  are  possessed  of  no  deeds  relating  to  the  common-field  lands 
in  respect  of  which  the  above-mentioned  allotment  was  made,  but  the  rents 
have  been  for  a long  time  received  by  the  churchwardens,  and  carried  to  their 
account  with  the  parish. 


PARISH  OF  ELKSLEY. 

Pitt’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  a modern  tablet  in  the  church  of  this  parish,  that  Mary  Pitts , Elksley. 

by  her  Will,  bearing  date  February  2,  1694,  left  14  /.  the  interest  to  be  distri-  

buted  among  the  poor  widows  thereof  yearly,  on  2d  February,  and  that  this  pWs  Charity, 
distribution  was  to  be  made  by  the  overseers,  they  having  received  the  principal 
in  1817  for  the  use  of  the  parish. 

An  entry  in  the  overseer’s  account-book  for  1818  also  states  that  Miss  Pitts’s 
donation  of  14  /.  for  poor  widows  had  been  received  by  the  then  overseer, 
which  had  been  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Sharpe,  at  the  annual  interest  of  10  s.  and 
that  14  s.  per  annum  were  to  be  paid  in  respect  of  it  in  future. 

The  annual  sum  of  14  s.  has,  since  the  above-mentioned  entry,  been  paid  out 
of  the  poors  rates,  and  distributed  on  the  2d  of  February  by  the  overseer 
amongst  poor  widows  of  the  parish. 


PARISH  OF  FINNINGLEY. 


Hall’s  Charity. 


William  Hall,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  26th  August  1668,  gave  to  the  poor 
of  the  parish  of  Finningley,  in  the  counties  of  Nottingham  and  York,  two  acres 
of  arable-land,  lying  in  the  fields  of  Blaxton,  viz.  one  acre  by  the  Church  Bank, 
half  an  acre  by  the  Hollin  Stie,  and  half  an  acre  by  Wherland’s  Furlong  ; and 
he  directed  that  the  said  two  acres  should  for  ever  belong  to  the  house  wherein 
he  then  lived,  provided  that  the  owner  of  the  said  house  and  lands,  or  their 
assigns,  should  pay  yearly  for  ever  for  the  said  two  acres  10  5.  into  the  hands 
of  the  minister  of  the  said  parish,  and  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor,  to  be  distributed  by  them  to  the  poorest  of  the  said  parish  every  Easter 
Monday,  as  follows,  viz.  5 5.  to  the  poor  of  Finningley  town,  3 s.  to  the  poor  of 
Awkley,  and  2 s.  to  the  poor  of  Blaxton,  with  a power  of  distress  in  case  the 
said  rent  should  be  unpaid. 

This  yearly  sum  of  10  5.  is  paid  by  Mr.  George  Wood,  the  owner  of  the 
premises  charged  therewith,  at  a parish-meeting  holden  on  Easter  Tuesday, 
and  other  sums  are  paid  at  the  same  time  in  respect  of  the  charities  belonging 
to  this  parish  hereinafter  mentioned. 

The  payments  are  as  follows  : 


In  respect  of  this  charity  - 

Metcalfe’s  charity  - 
Tuke’s  charity  - 

Annuity  of 

Interest  of  Poors  Money 
Bent  of  Poors  Land  in  Blaxton 
Wood’s  charity  - 

Rent  of  the  Awkley  Poors  Land 


£ s.  d. 


- 10  - 

l - - 

- 

1 10  - 

- 6 8 

* 

- 10  - 

- a 6 

- 

- 10  - 

£. 

411  2 
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Finningley. 

Hall’s  Charity, 
continued. 


Metcalfe’s  Charity. 


Tuke’s  Charity. 
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These  sums  are  thus  divided  between  the  three  townships  of  Finningley, 
Awkley,  and  Blaxton. 


Finningley : 

Part  of  Hall’s  charity  - - - - 

The  whole  of  Wood’s  charity  - 
One  third  of  the  other  payments,  (except  the 
Awkley  Poors  Land)  - 

Awkley : 

Part  of  Hall’s  charity  - 

Rent  of  the  Awkley  Poors  Land 

One  third  of  the  payments  above  mentioned 

Blaxton : 

Part  of  Hall’s  charity  - 

One  third  of  the  payments  above  mentioned 


. 

£•  s.  d. 
- - 5 - 

- 

- 

- - 2 6 

rent 

of 

the 

- 1 2 10| 

_ 

- - 3 - 

- 

- 

- - 10  - 

— 

* 

- 1 2 10£ 

. 

- - 2 - 

- 

- 

- 1 2 104^ 

£. 


£.  s.  d. 


x 10  44- 


i 15  ioi 


1 4 ioi 

4 11  lb 


The  share  of  each  township  is  received  by  the  respective  overseers  of  the 
poor  thereof,  and  is  distributed  by  them  in  small  sums  amongst  poor  widows 
and  others. 


Metcalfe’s  Charity. 

Richard  Metcalfe , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  15th  April  1672,  gave  to  the 
poor  of  the  parish  of  Finningley  for  ever  two  acres  of  arable-land  lying  in 
Finningley,  in  a place  called  the  Hayne,  abutting  on  the  highway  leading  from 
Doncaster  to  Finningley  on  the  north. 

By  the  Award  of  the  Commissioners  under  an  Act  passed  in  1774  for  inclosing 
the  open  fields  of  this  parish,  a piece  of  land  in  the  Mill  Field,  containing 
1a.  3 r.  18  p.  was  awarded  to  the  overseers  of  the  township  of  Finningley,  and 
their  successors,  in  lieu  of  all  the  estate  belonging  to  the  overseers  in  the  open 
arable-fields  in  the  township  of  Finningley. 

This  land  is  now  held  by  John  Crossland,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual  rent 
of  1 /.,  which  appears  to  have  been  paid  for  it  since  the  time  of  the  inclosure, 
but  it  is  stated  to  be  now  worth  2 /.  per  annum.  It  will  be  seen,  that  in  other 
instances,  amongst  the  charities  of  this  parish,  the  lands  are  let  for  less  than 
their  value,  but  measures  ought  to  be  taken  without  delay  for  raising  the  rents 
to  a fair  amount. 

The  application  of  the  income  of  this  and  the  following  charities  has  been 
stated  in  the  above  account  of  Hall’s  charity. 

Tuke’s  Charity. 

John  Take,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  1st  December,  28  Car.  2,  gave  to  the 
poor  of  the  parish  of  Finningley  two  acres  of  arable-land  lying  in  the  Colt 
Field,  the  one  acre  abutting  on  a close  called  Colly  Close,  and  the  other  acre 
abutting  on  that  acre  on  the  east,  the  yearly  rent  to  be  distributed  by  the  over- 
seers, churchwardens,  and  some  of  the  chief  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  for  ever ; 
and  his  will  was  that  his  heirs  and  assigns  should  enjoy  the  said  two  acres,  he 
or  they  paying  yearly  to  the  use  of  the  poor  10  s*  but  if  it  should  happen  that 
the  yearly  rent  should  be  unpaid  one  month  after  the  expiration  of  the  year, 
the  overseers  and  churchwardens,  and  their  successors,  should  enter  on  the  said 
two  acres,  and  let  them  at  their  discretion. 

It  is  probable  that  on  some  occasion  of  default  in  payment  of  the  rent  of  10  s. 
the  parish-officers  entered  upon  the  land  charged  therewith  ; for  we  find  that  by 
the  award  of  the  Commissioners  under  the  above-mentioned  inclosure  Act, 
a piece  of  land,  parcel  of  the  Colt  Field,  containing  1a.  2 r.  4p.,  stated  to  be 
an  ancient  inclosure  belonging  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Awkley,  was 
awarded  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Awkley  in  lieu  of  all  their  estate,  See. 
in  the  open  fields  in  the  said  township  of  Awkley.  The  statement  in  the  award 
that  tills  land  belonged  to  the  poor  of  Awkley  alone  was  incorrect,  as  it  appears 
from  the  donor’s  will  that  this  gift  extended  to  the  poor  of  the  whole  parish. 

This  land  forms  part  of  a field  containing  between  seven  and  eight  acres, 
called  the  Colt  Field,  or  the  Running  Waters,  and  is  undivided  from  the  resid  le 

of 
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of  the  field  which  belongs  to  the  Rev.  William  Childers.  The  whole  is  in  the  Finningley. 

occupation  of  John  Brookes.  The  poors  land  has  been  held  for  many  years  at  

the  yearly  rent  of  1 /.  10  s.  which  is  stated  to  be  its  fair  value. 

Annuity  op  6 s.  8 d. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  a person  unknown  gave  to  the  Annuity  of  6s.  8rf. 
poor  of  this  parish  arentcharge  of  6 s.  8 d.  then  vested  in  John  Tuke.  ‘ ^ 

This  annual  sum  of  6 s.  8 cl.  is  now  paid  by  William  Ramsey,  as  the  tenant 
of  a Close,  containing  about  two  acres,  which  forms  part  of  a farm  rented  by 
him  of  Mr.  William  Carr,  and  is  stated  to  have  formerly  belonged  to  a person 
of  the  name  of  Tuke. 

Poors  Money. 

An  annual  sum  of  10  s.  is  paid  by  the  overseers  of  Awkley  as  the  interest  of  Poors  Money, 
a sum  of  10/.,  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  given  by  some  person  unknown 
to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Finningley.  The  principal  sum  is  annually  trans- 
ferred by  the  outgoing  to  the  incoming  overseer  of  Awkley. 


Poors  Land  in  Blaxton. 

There  is  a piece  of  land  containing  nearly  half  an  acre,  situate  in  the  town-  Poors  Land  in 
ship  of  Blaxton,  in  the  occupation  of  William  Travis,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  Blaxton. 
rent  of  2s.  per  annum.  It  was  formerly  let  for  6d.  a year,  but  the  present 
tenant  has  held  it  the  last  14  years  at  the  present  rent.  The  land  is  poor,  but 
is  said  to  be  worth  65.  per  annum.  It  is  not  known  how  the  parish  became 
possessed  of  this  land. 

Schemeld’s  Charity. 

Francis  Schemeld,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  13th  May  1683,  gave  to  twelve  Schemeld’sCharity. 
of  the  poorest  widows  in  the  parish  of  Finningley  twelve-pennyworth  of  wheat 
bread,  to  be  distributed  every  Christmas-day  in  the  church  porch  of  Finningley, 
every  year,  for  ever,  and  he  charged  one  acre  and  a half  of  arable-land  lying 
in  Finningley  Field,  in  the  Haye,  abutting  on  the  church-gate,  on  the  north, 

/with  the  payment  thereof,  and  for  want  of  payment,  directed  that  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor  should  enter  and  distrain,  and  keep  the  land 
until  the  said  bread  should  be  disposed  of. 

This  rent  of  Is.  per  annum  was  formerly  paid  by  one  George  Baxter,  whose 
name  is  mentioned  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786,  and  who  is  stated 
to  have  sold  more  than  20  years  ago  a cottage  and  about  half  an  acre  of 
land  to  George  Loftus.  W e are  informed  that  after  the  sale  it  became  a matter 
of  dispute  between  the  vendor  and  the  purchaser  which  of  them  should  make 
this  small  payment  of  Is.  and  that  in  consequence  thereof  it  was  altogether 
discontinued. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  FINNINGLEY. 

Wood’s  Charity. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  Sarah  Wood  gave  to  the  poor 
of  Finningley  a rentcharge  of  2 s.  6d.  then  vested  in  William  Robinson. 

This  annual  sum  of  2s.  6d.  is  now  paid  by  Thomas  Robinson,  in  respect  of 
a parcel  of  land  in  the  township  of  Finningley,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
Doncaster  Road,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Church  Lane. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  in  the  division  of  the  charities  on  Easter 
Tuesday  this  small  payment  is  appropriated  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of 
Finningley  alone. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  AWKLEY. 

Poors  Land. 

It  is  stated  in  a tablet  placed  in  Finningley  church  in  1817,  that  an  acre  of 
land  given  to  the  poor  was  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  Young,  at  the  annual 
rent  of  10s. 

This  piece  of  land  forms  part  of  a close  containiug  about  10  acres,  adjoining 
the  town  of  Awkley,  and  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  leading  to  the 
common. 

It  is  not  known  from  whose  gift  this  land  was  derived.  In  the  division  of 
the  charities  at  the  meeting  on  Easter  Tuesday,  the  rent  of  it  being  10s.  per 
annum  is  appropriated  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Awkley,  but  its  annual 
value  is  stated  to  be  about  1 /. 


Finningley. 
Wood's  Charity. 


Awkley. 
Poors  Land. 
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Awkley. 
Town  Close. 


Town  Close. 

By  the  Award  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  above-mentioned  inclosure  a piece 
of  land,  parcel  of  Awkley  Banks  and  Common,  containing  by  survey  7 a.  3 r.  34  p., 
was  awarded  to  Edward  Baxter,  churchwarden,  and  his  successors,  in  lieu  of 
the  estate  of  the  said  churchwarden  in  the  open  fields  in  the  township  of 
Awkley. 

This  land,  which  is  now  called  the  Town  Close,  is  in  the  occupation  of 
Mr.  John  Brooks,  at  the  rent  of  4/.  11  s.,  and  the  same  rent  appears  to 
have  been  paid  for  it  when  the  Returns  were  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  but 
it  is  stated  to  be  fairly  worth  a rent  of  double  that  amount.  The  rent  is 
received  by  the  overseer  of  Awkley,  and  carried  to  his  general  account.  We 
have  met  with  no  document  to  show  whether  this  be  or  be  not  a correct  mode 
of  disposing  of  it. 


PARISH  OF  GAMSTON. 


Ganaston. 


Charities  of 
Holt  and  lbberson. 


Charities  of  Holt  and  Ibberson. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  John  Holt  in  1718,  and 
William  Ibberson  in  1740,  gave  21.  each,  then  vested  in  the  parish,  to  the  poor 
thereof. 

In  respect  of  these  two  sums,  there  are  provided  by  the  overseers  of  the 
poor,  and  paid  for  out  of  the  poors  rates,  2 5. -worth  of  penny  loaves  at  Christmas, 
1 -s.-worth  at  Easter,  and  1 s.-worth  at  Whitsuntide,  which  are  distributed  by  the 
parish-clerk  amongst  the  poorest  persons  of  the  parish. 


PARISH  OF  GRINGLEY-ON-THE-HILL. 


Gringley-on-the 

Hill. 


Clark’s  Charity. 


Clark’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  the  Will  of  William  Clark , whereby  an  annual  sum  of  405. 
per  annum  was  directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  testator’s  lands  to  two  aged  poor 
people  of  Gringley,  have  been  already  detailed  in  our  account  of  the  charities 
of  the  parish  of  West  Burton  in  the  present  Report. 

In  respect  of  this  charity,  the  sum  of  1/.  18  s.  8d.  (15.  4?  cl.  being  deducted 
for  land-tax)  is  paid  annually  by  the  tenant  under  Richard  Atkinson,  esq.  of  an 
estate  at  Walkrith,  and  divided  between  two  poor  widows  of  this  parish. 


Annuity  of  1/. 

Annuity  of  1 1.  The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  a person  unknown  gave  to 

four  poor  widows,  not  receiving  parish  relief,  land  vested  in Moody,  and 

producing  1 1.  per  annum. 

The  annual  sum  of  1 1.  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  George  Cross  as  a charge  on  an 
orchard  containing  about  4 acres,  adjoining  the  village  of  Gringley,  which  Mr. 
William  Cross,  his  father,  purchased  nearly  30  years  ago  from  Robert  Moody. 
It  is  distributed  by  Mr.  Cross  about  Christmas,  equally,  among  eight  poor 
widows  of  the  parish,  selected  by  himself. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  Robert  Fretwell  gave  for 
teaching  two  poor  boys  of  this  parish  money  producing  2 /.  per  annum,  but 
that  the  executors  refused  to  pay  it. 

The  date  of  this  donation  is  not  stated  in  the  Returns,  and  we  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  any  further  information  relating  to  it. 


Grove. 

Levinz’a 

Almshouses. 


PARISH  OF  GROVE. 

Levinz’s  Almshouses. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  it  is  stated  that  Sir  Creswell  Levinz , 
by  Deed  in  1696,  gave  a rentcharge  of  10/.  85.  per  annum,  then  vested  in  the 
owner  of  Grove,  for  placing  two  persons  in  an  almshouse,  and  for  clothing 
them. 

A search  has  been  at  our  request  made  amongst  the  documents  of  Anthony 
Hardolph  Eyre,  esq.,  the  present  owner  of  the  Grove  estate,  for  the  above- 

mentioned 
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mentioned  deed  of  169G,  or  any  other  deed  relating  to  this  almshouse,  but  we 
are  informed  that  none  can  be  found. 

There  are  two  almshouses  adjoining  the  church-yard  of  this  parish,  each 
liavino’  a small  garden  attached  to  it.  They  are  inhabited  by  two  poor  persons, 
placed  therein  by  Mr.  Eyre,  and  are  kept  in  repair  by  him. 

The  weekly  sum  of  2 s.  is  paid  by  Mr.  Eyre  to  each  of  the  almspeople, 
amounting  annually  to  10/.  8 s. ; and  Mr.  Eyre  occasionally  gives  them  a coat 
or  a gown,  but  he  does  not  consider  himself  bound  to  provide  them  with  any 
articles  of  clothing.  The  present  almspeople  do  not  belong  to  this  parish  ; and 
it  is  considered  that  Mr.  Eyre  may  place  any  poor  persons  in  the  almshouses 
whom  he  thinks  fit  to  select. 


Grove. 


Levinz’s 

Almshouses, 

continued. 

\ ^ > 


PARISH  OF  HARWORTH. 

St.  Mary  Magdalen  Hospital. 

An  Account  of  this  Hospital,  written  by  the  Reverend  John  Slacke,  master  Harworth. 

of  the  hospital  in  1635,  at  the  command  of  the  then  Archbishop  of  York,  was  “7— 
edited  by  Thomas  Hearne  in  1725,  being  annexed,  with  other  tracts,  to  his  pub-  Ma^iden  Hospital 
lication  of  Peter  Longtoft’s  Chronicle. 

In  this  account  it  is  stated,  that  it  appeared  that  this  hospital  was  founded  by 
Robert  Morton,  of  Bawtry,  esquire,  consisting  of  a chapel,  a mansion-house  for 
the  master  of  the  hospital,  a barn,  stable,  dovecote,  and  gate-house,  most  of 
which  had  been  ruinated  and  pulled  down.  That  there  belonged  to  the  hos- 
pital a close  wherein  it  stood,  also  a close  more  in  Scaftworth  Carr,  called 
Priest  Close,  another  close  called  Lane-end  Close,  with  15  roods  of  meadow  in 
Scrooby  Meadows,  all  of  which  were  of  the  gift  of  the  founder.  That  it  more- 
over appeared  that  the  said  Robert  Morton  gave  to  the  prior  and  convent  of 
St.  Oswald,  250/.,  who,  to  gratify  that  gift,  gave  to  the  master  of  St.  Mary 
Magdalen  eight  marks,  as  appeared  by  an  indenture  dated  1st  October  1390, 
whereby  Adam,  prior  of  St.  Oswald  of  Nostell,  in  the  diocese  of  York,  and  the 
convent  of  the  same  place,  in  consideration  of  250/.  which  Robert  Morton,  for 
the  relief  of  the  said  house,  had  charitably  given  to  them,  granted  to  Robert, 
the  chaplain  of  the  chantry  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  near  Bawdry, 
called  the  Spittle,  and  his  successors  for  ever,  an  annual  rent  of  eight  marks 
for  the  support  of  the  said  chaplain  and  his  successors,  to  celebrate  Divine 
Service  in  the  said  chapel  for  the  health  of  the  said  Robert  Morton  and  Joan 
his  wife,  while  living,  and  for  the  souls  of  them  and  their  relations  w hen  dead, 
with  power  for  the  said  chaplain  and  his  successors  to  distrain  for  the  said  rent 
in  case  of  non-payment,  on  certain  manors  therein  mentioned.  That  the  Abbey 
of  St.  Oswald  being  suppressed,  and  the  revenues  coming  to  the  King,  this 
pension  of  eight  marks,  or  51.  6s.  8 d.,  was  paid  by  the  auditor  and  receiver  of 
Yorkshire,  and  that  there  was  only  2 6 s.  8 d.,  to  be  paid  to  the  hospital  by  the 
Archbishop  of  York  for  the  time  being,  as  appears  by  letters  patent,  which 
Robert  Archbishop  of  York  purchased  from  King  Edward  6th,  concerning  the 
Manor  of  Scrooby,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  this  annual  rent  of  26  s.  8 d.  was 
paid  to  the  master  of  this  hospital  for  the  payment  of  a rent  issuing  out  of  cer- 
tain lands  in  an  inclosure  below  the  palace,  in  the  field  01  warren  called  Plum- 
tree  Field,  “which  seems,”  (says  the  writer  of  this  account,)  “to  be  Claypit 
Close,”  and  he  adds,  “ If  it  might  please  your  grace,  I could  rather  wish  the 
ground  than  the  pension,  which  wrould  be  very  commodious  to  the  hospital.” 

That  it  wras  founded  for  twTo  poor  widows,  and  that  such  were  to  be  placed  there 
successively ; and  that  there  was  then  given  by  the  Archbishop’s  direction  to 
either  of  them,  20.?.  yearly.  That  all  the  profits  coming  to  the  master  by  pen- 
sions and  rents  were  14/.  10s.  That  the  patron  of  the  hospital  wras  the  Arch- 
bishop of  York,  and  sede  vacante  the  King.  That  in  a certificate  of  Sir  John 
Markham,  knight,  and  others,  Commissioners  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  for 
; surveying  all  chantries,  hospitals,  &c.  by  virtue  of  a commission,  dated  14th 
February,  37  Henry  8,  there  wras  contained  as  follows  : 

“ The  parish  of  Harworth. 

“ The  hospital  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  juxta  Bawtry,  founded  by  one  Robert 
Morton,  for  a priest,  there  to  be  resident,  and  to  keep  hospitality  for  poor  people 
Rep.  19.  X x to 
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Harworth.  10  pray  for  the  founder’s  soul,  and  all  Christian  souls,  as  the  deputy  of  the  in- 

cumbent  saitli  on  his  oath,  without  any  writings  shown  to  the  commissioners.” 

St.  Mary  That  in  the  King’s  books  the  revenue  was  81.  per  annum,  13s.  4 d.  paid  to 

^Iagdalen ^Hospita] , ( jie  pr-estj  with  g/.  13,$.  4^.  received  as  well  out  of  the  King’s  revenues,  as  out 
w L ' — - cf  the  late  monastery  of  St.  Oswald,  51.  6s.  d.,  as  out  of  the  lordship  of  Scrooby 

26s.  8 d.,  which  revenues  had  been  employed  to  the  use  of  Richard  Pigott, 
chaplain  to  King  Henry  8,  saving  that  he  did  give  to  a priest  13s.  4r/.  to  say 
mass  there  two  days  in  the  week,  and  that  it  had  two  closes,  and  a mansion 
jented  before  at  40s.  by  the  year. 

There  are  also  set  forth  in  this  account  the  proceedings  in  a suit  in  the 
Exchequer,  instituted  by  the  Archbishop  of  York,  and  John  Cooper,  clerk, 
master  of  this  hospital,  against  Thomas  Robinson,  who  claimed  the  hospital 
and  the  lands  thereto  belonging  under  certain  persons  to  whom  they  had  been 
granted  in  fee-farm  by  letters  patent  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ; and  alleged  that  the 
hospital  and  lands  had  been  time  out  of  mind  appropriated  and  annexed  to  the 
monastery  of  St.  Oswald,  and  parcel  of  the  possessions  thereof ; that  on  the  dis- 
solution of  that  monastery  they  came  into  the  hands  of  King  Henry  8th,  since 
which  time  they  had  been  concealed  and  withholden,  until  that  of  late  her 
Majesty’s  title  to  the  same  had  been  by  the  labour  and  industry  of  the  said 
defendant  brought  to  light.  The  defendant  also  alleged,  that  although  the 
houses  and  lands  had  been  termed  by  the  name  of  the  hospital,  yet  the  same 
were  but  a chapel  and  a dwelling-house  for  the  chaplain. 

In  the  Decree  made  in  this  cause  in  Hilary  Term,  38  Eliz.  it  was  stated  that 
it  had  been  proved  by  many  witnesses,  on  the  hearing  of  the  cause  in  the 
Trinity  Term  preceding,  that  the  hospital  was  founded  long  before  the 
memory  of  man,  for  the  relief  of  certain  poor  people,  and  of  a master  of  the 
same,  being  an  ecclesiastical  person  ; that  the  poor  had  been  relieved  there  by 
allowance  from  the  master  for  the  time  being ; that  the  hospital  had  been 
maintained  with  lands,  rents,  and  other  possessions,  and  with  a pension  or 
rentcharge  of  51.  65.  8 d.  granted  in  times  past  out  of  the  priory  of  Saint 
Oswald’s  possessions,  and  with  a rentcharge  of  265.  8 d.  issuing  out  of  the 
lands  of  the  Archbishop  of  York,  called  Plumbtree  Park  ; and  that  there 
belonged  to  the  hospital  one  close  in  Scaftworth  Carr,  called  the  Priest  Close, 
containing  six  acres,  one  close  of  the  end  of  Martin  Woods,  called  the  Rid- 
dings,  containing  eight  acres  or  more,  and  that  the  rentcharge  of  2 65.  8 d. 
had  been  paid  by  the  Archbishop  of  York  to  the  use  of  the  master  of  the  hos- 
pital. That  there  had  been  a chapel  in  the  hospital,  and  that  time  out  of  mind 
the  hospital  had  been  of  the  patronage  of  the  Archbishop  of  York  for  the  time 
being.  That  the  defendant  Robinson  had  profaned  the  chapel,  and  defaced  or 
carried  away  the  ornaments  and  stalls  thereof,  and  had  altered  it  from  a chapel 
to  a house  to  keep  swine  in ; and  that  the  pension  of  51.  G-s.  8 d.  was  paid 
by  her  Majesty’s  Receiver-general  of  the  county  of  York  to  the  use  of  the 
master.  That  it  was  on  the  hearing  of  the  cause  ordered  by  the  court,  that 
the  said  John  Cooper,  who  had  been  collated  to  and  made  master  of  the  hos- 
pital, should  bring  an  action  of  trespass  against  the  said  Thomas  Robinson  in 
the  office  of  pleas  of  that  court,  on  the  trial  of  which,  the  evidence  should  be 
only  on  the  right,  whether  the  said  lands  were  charity-lands,  or  hospital  lands. 
That  such  action  was  accordingly  brought,  and  the  cause  tried  at  Nisi  Prius, 
and  a verdict  found  for  the  plaintiff,  and  judgment  given  accordingly.  And 
thereupon  it  was  by  the  said  decree  ordered  that  the  said  John  Cooper,  master 
of  the  said  hospital,  and  his  successors,  should  enjoy  the  said  hospital,  and  all 
the  lands,  rents,  &c.  to  be  applied  towards  the  relief  of  certain  poor  people,  and 
of  a master,  being  an  ecclesiastical  person,  as  by  the  plaintiff’s  bill  was  claimed, 
and  by  the  witnesses  proved.  And  it  was  further  ordered,  that  the  said  John 
Cooper  might,  either  by  commission  out  of  that  court,  or  by  action  at  law, 
recover  his  damages  to  the  intent  that  the  same  hospital,  chapel,  and  other 
buildings,  might  be  re-edified  and  continued. 

In  Hilary  Term,  8 James  1st,  on  the  complaint  of  the  Rev.  John  Slacke, 
the  writer  of  this  account,  that  having  been  collated  to  the  hospital  after  the 
death  of  the  said  John  Cooper,  and  having  endeavoured  to  enter  into  the  pos- 
session thereof,  he  had  been  denied,  and  withstood  by  John  Bradley,  and 
others,  tenants  to  the  hospital,  who  after  John  Cooper’s  death  had  attorned 
to  John  Noble,  Thomas  Street,  and  Thomas  Robinson ; and  also,  that  the 
auditor  of  the  county  of  York  refused  to  pay  him  the  yearly  pension  ot 


Nottingham.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  343 

51.  6 s.  8 d.,  it  was  ordered  by  the  court,  that  the  former  decree  should  stand  Harworth. 

in  force,  and  that  Mr.  Slacke  should  have  and  enjoy  the  possessions  of  the  said  

hospital,  and  all  the  said  lands,  pensions,  and  rents,  without  the  interruption  SJ-  ^ry  . 
of  the  said  John  Noble  and  others  ; and  that  an  injunction  should  be  awarded  A c^ntinued^  ’ 

accordingly,  to  establish  the  possession  of  Mr.  Slacke  in  the  premises,  and  that  v j 

the  auditor  of  the  county  of  York  should  pay  Mr.  Slacke  the  said  yearly  pen- 
sion or  rentcharge  of  5l.  65.  8 d.  granted  out  of  the  possessions  of  the  late 
priory  of  Saint  Oswald’s,  with  the  arrearages  thereof. 

This  hospital  is  situate  in  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Harworth  which  adjoins 
to  the  town  of  Bawtry.  The  only  buildings  now  belonging  to  it  are  the  old 
chapel,  and  two  small  almshouses,  consisting  of  one  room  each,  with  a small 
place  to  keep  coals,  inhabited  by  two  poor  widows.  There  is  no  residence  for 
the  master,  and  we  are  informed  that  Divine  Service  has  not  been  performed  in 
the  chapel  during  the  last  70  years.  The  present  master  of  the  hospital  is  the 
Rev.  John  Rudd,  vicar  of  Blyth,  who  was  collated  to  it  by  the  Archbishop  of 
York  in  1816.  A house  belonging  to  the  hospital,  which  we  presume  was 
formerly  the  habitation  of  the  master  of  the  hospital  for  the  time  being,  with 
land  adjoining  thereto,  was  in  1783  exchanged  for  other  lands  in  the  parish  of 
Scrooby.  This  exchange  was  carried  into  effect  by  an  indenture,  bearing  date 
13th  July  1783,  between  Pemberton  Milnes,  esq.  of  the  first  part,  the  Rev. 

John  Ella,  master  of  the  hospital,  of  the  second  part  and  William  Archbishop 
of  York,  of  the  third  part,  (as  appears  from  a recital  thereof  in  a lease  granted 
by  the  said  John  Ella  to  the  said  Pemberton  Milnes,  on  8th  October  in  the 
same  year)  whereby,  after  reciting  that  the  said  John  Ella  had,  with  the  consent 
of  the  said  Archbishop,  agreed  with  the  said  Pemberton  Milnes  to  exchange 
a mansion-house  belonging  to  the  said  hospital,  in  the  chapel-yard,  and  a yard  or 
close  of  pasture  adjoining,  containing  2a.  Or.  22p.  (except  the  chapel  and 
hospital,  and  the  lands  on  which  they  were  built,  and  the  land  lying  to  the 
north  and  east  of  the  said  chapel) ; and  that  in  exchange  for  the  same  the  said 
Pemberton  Milnes  had  agreed  to  grant  to  the  said  John  Ella  a parcel  of  land 
in  the  Pease  Field  of  Scrooby,  containing  15  acres  ; and  that  for  confirmation 
of  such  exchange  the  Archbishop  had  on  the  petition  of  the  said  Pemberton 
Milnes  and  John  Ella  caused  a commission  to  issue  for  inquiring  into  the  value 
of  the  lands  intended  to  be  exchanged,  and  that  the  commissioners  had  certified 
that  the  exchange  would  be  advantageous  to  the  master  of  the  hospital,  it  was 
witnessed,  that  the  said  Pemberton  Milnes  and  John  Ella  mutually  covenanted 
with  each  other  for  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  said  premises. 

The  land  at  Scrooby  received  on  this  exchange,  and  the  land  lying  to  the 
north  and  east  of  the  chapel  of  the  hospital,  excepted  in  the  above-mentioned 
deed  of  exchange,  are  now  held  by  the  Dowager  Vicountess  Galway,  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  said  Pemberton  Milnes,  esq.  having  been  granted  to  her  by  the 
Rev.  John  Rudd,  the  present  master  of  the  hospital,  by  indentures  of  lease  and 
release,  bearing  date  27th  and  28th  November  1820,  whereby  the  said  John 
Rudd,  in  consideration  of  the  surrender  of  a lease  granted  in  1796  for  the  lives 
of  William  Porter,  John  Porter,  and  the  said  Vicountess,  and  a fine  of  320/., 
granted  to  the  said  Vicountess  a parcel  of  inclosed  land  lying  in  the  late  Pease 
Field  of  Scrooby,  containing  15  acres,  bounded  as  therein  mentioned,  and  a 
parcel  of  ground  lying  on  the  north  and  east  of  the  chapel,  then  in  the  tenure 
of  the  said  Vicountess  (except  the  chapel  and  the  almshouses,  and  a right  of 
way  for  the  master  and  poor  widows  over  the  said  parcel  of  ground  on  the 
north  side  of  the  chapel),  to  hold  to  her  and  her  heirs,  for  the  lives  of  the  said 
Vicountess,  the  Rev.  William  Hett,  and  Richard  Hey  wood,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  20.?. 

The  remaining  lands,  belonging  to  this  hospital  consist  of  two  closes  in  the 
hamlet  of  Scaftworth,  called  the  Priests  Close,  and  five  closes  in  the  parish  of 
Harworth,  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  lane  leading  from  Bawtry  to  Doncas- 
ter, at  the  north  end  of  Martin  Wood,  called  Trubshaw  Closes,  or  Waterflash 
Closes,  and  Lane  End  Closes  (formerly  in  two  closes),  which  were  by  lease 
bearing  date  26th  October  1814  demised  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Hodges,  of 
Mattersea,  then  master  of  the  hospital,  (in  consideration  of  a surrender  of  a 
former  lease  granted  in  1769  for  the  lives  of  Samuel  Turner,  Elizabeth  Tur- 
ner, and  Thomas  Turner,  and  of  other  good  considerations)  to  the  most  Noble 
Henry  Pelham  Duke  of  Newcastle,  for  the  lives  of  the  said  Duke,  the  Marquis 
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of  Titchfield,  and  the  Rev.  Frederick  Manners  Sutton,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  51. 

The  lands  comprised  in  this  lease  appear  to  be  the  same  as  are  described  in 
the  decree  of  38  Eliz.,  set  forth  in  the  above-mentioned  account  of  the  hospital, 
as  a close  in  Scaftworth  Carr,  containing  six  acres,  and  a close  at  the  end  of 
Martin  Woods,  containing  eight  acres,  or  more.  The  amount  of  the  tine  paid 
to  Mr.  Hodges  the  late  master,  on  granting  this  lease  does  not  appear. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  reserved  annual  rents  of  205.,  and  51. 
the  master  receives  from  the  Receiver-general  of  the  county  of  York  the  before- 
mentioned  annual  sum  of  51.  65.  8 d.,  payable  by  the  Crown  in  respect  of  the 
dissolved  priory  of  St.  Oswald,  in  that  county,  after  a deduction  of  105.  3d.  for 
the  receiver’s  poundage,  and  a receipt-stamp,  and  he  also  receives  from  the 
Archbishop  of  York  the  before-mentioned  annual  sum  of  1/.  6 s.  8 d.  issuing 
out  of  lands  in  the  parish  of  Scrooby. 

The  master  of  the  hospital  for  the  time  being  repairs  the  almshouses,  and, 
occasionally,  the  old  chapel.  He  appoints  poor  widows  to  reside  in  the  alms- 
houses as  vacancies  occur,  and  pays  to  each  of  them  205.  a year.  Of  the  two 
present  widows,  one  was  appointed  from  Harworth,  and  the  other  from  Scaft- 
worth, but  Mr.  Rudd,  the  master,  does  not  consider  himself  bound  to  select 
them  from  those  places.  The  residue  of  the  rents  and  annuities,  and  the  fines 
received  by  the  master  on  the  renewal  of  leases,  are  retained  by  him  for  his  own 
use.  It  appears  that  in  163.5,  when  the  above-mentioned  account  was  com- 
piled, the  yearly  sums  given  to  the  poor  widows,  which  are  therein  stated  to  be 
so  given  by  the  direction  of  the  Archbishop,  were  of  the  same  amount  as  at 
present,  and  there  is  no  trace  of  any  variation  of  these  payments. 

In  the  certificate  of  the  Commissioners  in  37  Hen.  8,  above  cited,  the  hospi- 
tal is  stated  to  have  been  founded  for  a priest,  there  to  be  resident,  and  keep 
hospitality  for  poor  people,  to  pray  for  the  soul  of  the  founder,  See. ; and  it  would 
seem  that  the  annual  payment  now  made  by  the  Receiver-general  of  Yorkshire 
originated  from  a grant  of  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Oswald  for  the  benefit 
of  the  chaplain,  or  master  of  the  hospital  alone,  without  reference  to  the  poor 
persons  belonging  to  it,  made  in  consideration  of  a donation  of  the  founder 
of  the  hospital  of  a sum  of  2.50/.  to  that  convent. 

Under  these  circumstances,  although  the  annual  payment  of  205.  to  each  of 
the  widows  is  of  much  less  value  now  than  it  was  when  the  amount  thereof  was 
originally  fixed,  while  the  fines  must  have  increased  with  the  value  of  the  land, 
it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  any  claim  to  an  augmentation  of  their  income 
could  be  substantiated. 


Brailsford’s  Charity. 

Erailsfbrd’s  Robert  Brailsjord,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  21st  October  1700,  and  proved 

Charity.  at  York,  reciting  that  he  had  purchased  of  Richard  Nicholson  nine  copyhold 
closes,  within  the  manor  of  Hatfield,  in  the  county  of  York,  called  Westfield 
Closes,  and  four  other  closes  adjoining  to  them,  called  Wetsetts  or  Wet  Wangs, 
containing  in  the  whole  44  acres,  lying  in  the  Graveships  of  Fishlake  and 
Densthorpe,  or  one  of  them,  within  the  said  manor,  and  within  the  parish  of 
Fishlake,  and  that  he  had  surrendered  the  said  lands  to  the  uses  of  his  will, 
and  had  thought  fit  to  dispose  of  the  same  to  charitable  uses  ; and  chiefly  for 
the  benefit  and  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  towns  of  Harworth,  Serlby  and 
Stirrup,  devised  the  said  lands  to  John  Lister,  Joseph  Mellish,  Francis  Burton, 
Thomas  Lancashire,  vicar  of  Harworth,  Jarvis  Willison,  and  George  Race, 
and  their  heirs,  on  trust,  that  after  they  should  have  yearly  paid  the  Lord’s 
rents,  the  public  taxes  charged  on  the  landlord,  and  all  reasonable  expenses  of 
letting  the  said  lands,  receiving  the  rents  and  profits,  and  performing  the  trusts, 
not  exceeding  205.  for  the  said  expenses  in  any  one  year,  the  said  trustees,  and 
the  survivor  and  his  heirs,  and  the  vicar  of  Harworth  for  the  time  being, 
should  in  the  first  place,  yearly,  out  of  the  profits  of  the  said  lands,  provide  tor 
one  poor  man  and  one  poor  woman,  who  should  receive  weekly  alms  of  the 
parish,  living  in  Harworth,  Serlby  or  Stirrup,  one  brown  or  blue  woollen  cloth 
large  coat,  and  one  like  coloured  woollen  cloth  gown,  one  linen  shirt,  and  one 
shift,  one  pair  of  woollen  stockings,  and  one  pair  of  shoes  for  each  of  them ; 
and  in  case  there  should  not  be  one  poor  man  and  one  poor  woman  receiving 
such  alms,  that  they  should  provide  for  two  men  or  women  as  aforesaid,  as  the 
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case  should  happen,  and  so  for  one,  if  there  should  be  no  more ; and  if  there 
should  be  a greater  number  receiving  weekly  alms  of  the  parish  in  those 
towns,  he  directed  that  the  year  following  his  trustees  should  provide  the  like 
clothing,  shifts,  stockings  and  shoes,  for  two  other  such  poor  persons,  and  so  to 
go  forward  till  all  such  poor  persons  should  have  had  the  said  charity,  before 
either  of  the  said  first  persons  should  receive  the  same  again ; and  so  as 
his  trustees  should  lay  out  more  than  505.  in  the  whole,  for  both  those 
persons,  or  25 s.  if  but  one.  And  in  the  next  place  he  directed  that  his 
trustees,  with  the  vicar  of  Harworth  for  the  time  being,  should  provide  a 
schoolmaster,  who  should  be  able  to  teach  the  children,  boys  and  girls,  of  the 
poorest  inhabitants  within  the  towns  of  Harworth,  Serlby  and  Stirrup,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  major  part  of  the  trustees,  whereof  the  vicar  should  be  one,  not 
exceeding  the  number  of  20  in  any  one  year,  and  being  of  the  full  age  of 
seven,  and  not  above  thirteen,  to  read  English  well,  and  to  write  well,  which, 
when  any  of  them  could  perform,  they  should  be  dismissed,  and  others  chosen  in 
their  room,  which  his  trustees  should  yearly  examine  ; and  he  directed  that  the 
said  schoolmaster  should  be  able  to  teach  the  said  children  arithmetic,  if  their 
parents  should  desire  it ; and  that  for  the  performing  thereof  such  school- 
master should  have  his  lodgings  in  the  school-house,  if  a single  person, 
but  otherwise  not,  unless  his  trustees  should  consent  thereto  ; and  that  his 
trustees  should  pay  the  said  schoolmaster  yearly  10/.,  the  first  payment  to 
be  made  on  the  first  quarter-day  after  the  said  schoolmaster  should  be  admitted 
into  the  possession  of  the  school  then  erected  in  Harworth,  and  the  said  yearly 
sum  to  be  paid  so  long  as  such  schoolmaster  should  continue  to  teach  such 
children,  with  the  approbation  of  his  trustees  and  the  vicar  of  Harworth  for 
the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them.  And  he  directed  that  such  school- 
master should  not  be  hindered  from  teaching  any  other  children,  so  as  the  said 
poor  children  should  not  be  neglected  ; and  in  case  such  schoolmaster  should 
misbehave  himself,  or  should  be  found  by  the  trustees  unfit,  or  should  become 
incapable  to  teach  the  children  as  they  ought  to  be  taught,  that  then  the 
trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  as  many  as  should  meet,  on  notice  given  them  by 
the  vicar,  should  choose  some  other  fit  person  in  the  schoolmaster’s  place  ; 
and  he  directed  that  his  trustees  should  lay  out  yearly  20  s.  in  coals,  to  be 
spent  in  the  school-room  in  winter,  in  school-time  only,  and  that  all  necessary 
repairs  about  the  school-house  should  be  paid  out  of  the  remainder  of  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  said  lands  ; and  that  if  the  trustees  should  find  the 
schoolmaster  by  his  diligence  to  deserve  more  than  his  salary,  they  should 
give  him  205.  more  at  New  Year’s  tide,  and  that  with  the  remainder  they 
should  buy  such  English  books,  as  were  needful  for  the  children  to  be 
taught  to  read  in,  and  so  much  paper  to  make  books  for  them  to  write  in  as 
the  same  would  extend  to  ; and  that  the  clothes  given  to  the  poor  man  and 
woman  should  be  made  ready  to  be  delivered  to  them  on  St.  Thomas’s-day, 
yearly ; and  he  directed,  that  so  often  as  the  trustees  should  be  reduced, 
by  death  or  removal  to  two,  or  one,  the  survivors  or  survivor,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  vicar  of  Harworth,  should  elect  four  or  five  persons  in  the 
neighbourhood,  or  of  towns  adjacent,  and  in  the  three  towns  of  Harworth, 
Serlby,  or  Stirrup,  if  any  fit  persons  should  live  therein,  and  should  surrender 
the  said  lands  to  the  use  of  such  persons,  and  their  heirs,  on  trust,  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  his  will,  and  that  the  vicar  of  Harworth  should  be  one 
of  the  trustees,  and  should  always  act  in  the  execution  of  the  trusts  as  fully  as 
if  the  said  lands  were  surrendered  to  his  use  amongst  others ; and  that  the 
trustees  should  yearly  meet  at  the  vicar’s  house  in  Harworth,  or  where  else  the 
trustees  should  judge  more  convenient  within  the  town  of  Harworth,  on  the 
first  Thursday  in  July,  for  making  up  the  yearly  accounts,  providing  for  and 
electing  the  two  poor  persons,  and  electing  children  to  the  school,  and  that  a 
book  should  be  provided  to  enter  the  accounts,  and  the  names  of  the  poor 
persons  and  children  elected  ; and  he  desired  that  the  vicar  of  Harworth  might 
have  the  keeping  of  the  said  books,  and  the  receipt  of  the  rents  and  profits,  and 
the  payment  of  the  monies  to  be  paid  thereout. 

Trustees  of  this  charity  have  been  from  time  to  time  chosen  by  the  survivors, 
and  entries  of  their  elections  made  in  the  account-book  of  the  charity.  The 
present  trustees  are  Viscount  Galway,  George  B.  Graves,  Henry  Walker,  and 
Christopher  Neville,  esquires;  the  Rev.  John  Rudd,  and  the  Rev.  William. 
Downes,  the  present  Vicar  of  Harworth,  who  has  held  that  vicarage  47  years,. 
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and  who  states  that  during  that  time  there  have  been  no  surrenders  of  the 
lands,  as  being  copyhold,  from  the  surviving  trustees  to  those  who  have  been 
newly  appointed. 

The  trust-property  consists  of  a farm-house  and  58  a.  1r.  12p.  of  old 
inclosed  land,  in  the  manor  of  Hatfield  and  parish  of  Fishlake,  with  an  addition 
of  about  two  acres,  being  an  allotment  made  on  the  inclosure  of  lands  in  the 
manor  of  Hatfield,  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1811,  by  which  also 
the  property  was  exonerated  from  tithes,  and  from  the  lord’s  rent,  and  Graves’s 
rent.  The  whole  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Henry  Jubb,  under  a lease 
granted  to  him  by  the  trustees  in  1809,  for  the  term  of  21  years,  at  the  rent 
of  59/.  per  annum.  Some  allowances  were  made  to  the  tenant  a few  years 
back  in  consequence  of  the  depressed  state  of  agricultural  produce ; but  the 
rent  is  now  paid  in  full,  and  it  is  considered  to  be  the  fair  value  of  the  pro- 
perty. Previously  to  the  lease  of  1809  the  farm  had  been  let  for  a term  of 
21  years  from  1788  at  the  rent  of  30/. 

There  is  also  belonging  to  this  charity  a sum  of  253/.  13 $.  stock  in  the 
3 \ per-cents,  lately  reduced  from  four-per-cents  now  standing  in  the  names  of 
Viscount  Galway,  Henry  Walker,  George  Graves,  and  William  Downes, 
having  been  transferred  into  those  names  in  1821,  the  dividends  of  which 
amount  to  8/.  17$.  3d.  per  annum.  This  stock  was  purchased  in  1791  with 
a sum  of  260/.  It  appears  from  the  accounts,  that  in  1745  there  was  a sum  of 
100/.  arising  from  a previous  sale  of  timber,  for  which  interest  was  received. 
That  in  1776  the  sum  lent  at  interest  on  private  security  amounted  to  200/. 
and  that  in  1786  it  amounted  to  250/.,  which  was  in  1791  called  in,  and  was, 
with  the  addition  of  10/.  from  the  balance  in  hand,  invested  in  the  above- 
mentioned  purchase  of  stock. 

In  1795  there  appears  to  have  been  a further  sale  of  timber,  and  in  the  same 
year  sums  were  expended  in  repairing  the  farm-buildings  on  the  estate.  In 
the  accounts  for  1821,  and  the  two  following  years,  small  sums,  amounting 
together  to  2 51.  12$.  4<d.,  are  accounted  for  as  received  for  timber,  and  at  that 
time  the  school-buildings  were  repaired,  the  cost  of  which  anounted  to  about 
the  same  sum. 

The  present  application  of  the  income  of  this  charity  is  as  follows  : 

1.  — An  annual  distribution  is  made  in  January  by  the  vicar,  as  the  acting 
trustee,  of  coats  for  men,  gowns  and  petticoats  for  women,  linen  to  make  shirts 
and  shifts,  and  shoes,  amongst  poor  persons  (widows,  labourers  having  large 
families,  and  others  considered  proper  objects)  of  Harworth,  of  Serlby,  in  the 
parish  of  Harworth,  and  of  Stirrup,  part  of  which  is  in  the  parish  of  Harworth, 
and  part  in  the  parish  of  Blyth.  These  persons  receive  such  articles  as  they 
are  respectively  in  need  of,  and  some  of  them,  usually  the  widows,  also  receive 
3s.  each,  stated  to  be  in  lieu  of  stockings.  The  number  partaking  of  this  dis- 
tribution has  during  the  last  ten  years  varied  from  ten  to  twenty.  The  sum 
expended  in  the  distribution  was  in  1822,  18/.  14$.  6d. ; 1823,  17/.  18$.  4 d. 
1824,  20/.  9$.  6d.-f  1825,  11/.  13$.  11  d. 

The  distributions  of  clothing  appear  to  have  been  from  time  to  time  as  the 
income  of  the  charity  was  increased,  extended  beyond  the  limit  marked  out 
by  the  donor.  In  1745  the  trustees  directed  that  5 /.  should  be  annually  thus 
supplied  ; and  in  1744  they  resolved  that  instead  of  four  poor  men  and  women, 
six  should  be  clothed. 

2. — Payments  are  made  partly  from  this  charity,  and  partly  from  Saunder- 
son’s  charity  hereinafter  mentioned,  for  the  support  of  a school  in  the  parish  of 
Harworth,  conducted  on  the  Madras  system,  which  is  open  to  all  the  poor 
children  above  seven  years  of  age  in  Harworth,  Serlby,  and  Stirrup,  on  appli- 
cation to  the  vicar,  and  in  which  they  are  instructed  freely  in  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic,  and  the  girls  in  sewing. 

The  schoolmaster  receives  a salary  of  35/.  15$.  per  annum  (to  which  amount 
it  was  raised  in  1809  from  2 51.  15$.),  and  an  allowance  of  4/.  4$.  for  coals. 
The  shoolmaster’s  wife  was  the  schoolmistress,  but  in  consequence  of  her 
having  a large  family  another  person  has  within  the  last  few  years  been 
appointed  to  teach  the  girls,  with  a salary  of  61.  6s.  per  annum,  and  20/.  per 
annum  is  allowed  to  the  schoolmaster  for  her  board.  The  schoolmaster 
brings  in  half-yearly  bills  to  the  vicar,  including,  in  addition  to  his  salary  and 
allowances,  some  small  charges  for  repairs  of  the  school-buildings,  stationery, 
&c.  which  are  paid  by  the  vicar,  partly  from  this  charity,  and  partly  from  Saun- 
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derson’s  Charity,  but  not  in  any  regular  proportions.  The  annual  amount  of 
these  bills  thus  paid  from  each  charity  was 


From  Brailsford 
Charity. 

From  Saunderson’s 
Charity. 
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The  accounts  are  kept  by  the  vicar,  and  are  audited  by  the  trustees  occasion- 
ally, but  not  annually,  as  directed  by  Mr.  Brailsford’s  will,  nor  at  any  fixed 
periods.  They  appear  to  have  been  thus  audited  in  January  1807,  September 
1808,  October  1809,  August  1811,  November  1812,  December  1814,  January 
18 17,  May  1820,  August  1823,  and  April  1826,  when  the  accounts  were 
audited  to  the  Christmas  preceding. 

At  the  time  of  our  Investigation,  (August  1827,)  it  was  intended  that  an 
audit  of  the  accounts  should  shortly  take  place.  Two  separate  books  are  kept 
by  the  vicar,  in  which  are  entered  the  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
of  these  two  charities,  and  a third  book  is  kept  by  him,  into  which,  shortly  before 
each  meeting  of  the  trustees,  the  accounts  of  both  charities  are  transferred,  and 
a balance  is  struck  on  the  united  accounts,  which  at  the  last  audit  in  April 
1826  amounted  to  2 s.  1 \d.  in  favour  of  the  charity.  All  these  books  are 
produced  to  and  signed  by  the  trustees  at  their  meetings. 

There  is  a school-house  at  Harworth  in  good  repair,  which  is  stated  to  have 
been  built  by  Mr.  Brailsford  in  his  life-time.  It  consists  of  a room  in  which 
the  boys  are  taught,  and  a house  inhabited  by  the  schoolmaster,  his  wife  and 
family,  one  room  in  which  is  appropriated  for  teaching  the  girls.  The  number 
of  children  instructed  is  stated  to  vary  in  the  different  seasons  of  the  year  from 
60  to  20. 


Saundeiison’s  Charity. 

Mary  Saunderson,  of  Serlby,  spinster,  who  died  in  1724,  by  her  Will,  (as  Saunderson's 
appears  from  an  extract  thereof  entered  in  the  book  of  the  charity,  without  Charity, 

stating  its  date,)  gave  to  William  Levinz,  Joseph  Mellish,  and  George  Sharpe, 
esquires,  Benjamin  Wilcock,  gent.,  Richard  Watts,  vicar  of  Harworth,  and 
Robert  Wright,  of  Harworth,  clerk,  an  annual  rentcharge  of  20  /.,  clear  of  all 
taxes  and  charges,  to  be  issuing  for  ever  out  of  her  freehold  messuage,  farm  and 
lands  lying  in  Serlby,  containing  together  305  a.  3r.  3p.,  then  in  the  occupation 
of  Robert  Spencer,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  66/.,  on  trust,  that  the  said  trustees  and 
their  heirs  should  out  of  the  said  rent  of  20/.  apply  the  annual  sum  of  10/., 
without  deduction,  towards  the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster  qualified  to 
teach  reading  and  writing,  and  the  vulgar  rules  of  arithmetic,  to  be  chosen  by 
her  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  of  the  towns  of  Harworth  and  Stirrup, 
who  should  teach  so  many  of  the  poorest  children,  boys  and  girls,  out  of  the  said 
places  as  should  not  exceed  at  any  time  the  number  of  20,  to  be  chosen  by  her 
trustees,  not  being  under  the  age  of  five  years  at  their  admission  into  the  school, 
and  not  at  their  departure  exceeding  14  years,  such  children  to  be  taught  to 
spell  and  read  English,  and  the  Church-catechism,  and  to  write  and  cast  accounts; 
and  she  directed  that  when  such  children  should  be  sufficiently  taught,  they 
should,  being  first  examined  by  her  trustees  at  their  yearly  meeting,  and  being 
duly  qualified,  be  placed  out  apprentices  to  trades,  or  as  servants  in  husbandry, 
if  boys,  and,  if  girls,  to  trades  or  services,  and  others  chosen  in  their  room  to 
make  up  the  number  20.  And  she  directed  that  the  annual  sum  of  10/.,  other 
part  of  the  said  20/.  per  annum,  should  be  applied  by  the  said  trustees 
towards  binding  the  said  boys  and  girls  out  apprentices,  and  buying  each  of 
them  a suit  of  clothes  at  their  being  bound  out ; and  in  the  mean  time,  and  so 
long  as  they  should  continue  at  school,  in  buying  them  Bibles,  Common  Prayer- 
books,  and  Dr.  Williams’s  Exposition  of  the  Church-catechism,  and  in  laying 
out  20 s.  on  a dinner  for  the  trustees  at  their  meeting,  which  she  appointed  to 
be  on  the  first  Thursday  in  July,  yearly,  at  which  time  they  should  hear  the 
children  examined,  and  then  place  out  such  of  the  boys  and  girls  as  they  should 
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find  qualified,  not  exceeding  the  number  of  two  at  any  one  time,  the  boys  to 
handicraft  trades,  or  as  servants  to  husbandry,  and  the  girls  to  semptresses  or 
services,  as  the  trustees  should  think  fit,  to  such  masters  and  mistresses  as  thev 
should  be  satisfied  were  honest  sober  men,  and  women,  professing  the  religion 
of  and  resorting  to  the  church  of  England,  with  which  apprentices,"  when  bound 
out,  the  trustees  should  give  5 /.  for  each  boy,  and  certain  clothes  specified  in 
the  will,  and  a Bible  and  Common  Prayer-book,  and  for  each  girl  not  above  4./., 
and  the  clothes  specified  in  the  Will.  And  she  directed  that  when  any  of  her 
trustees  should  die,  or  grow  incapable  of  attending  the  meetings  of  the  trustees, 
so  that  they  should  be  reduced  to  or  under  the  number  of  three,  the  survivors 
should  convey  and  assure  the  said  annual  rent  of  20/.  to  the  use  of  themselves, 
and  as  many  honest  neighbouring  gentlemen  living  near  to  the  towns  of  Har- 
worth and  Stirrup,  whereof  the  vicar  of  Harworth  should  always  be  one,  and 
the  others  chosen  by  the  surviving  trustees,  as  should  make  up  the  number  six. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  have  ever  been  any  deeds  for  the  appointment 
of  new  trustees  since  the  foundation  of  this  charity.  The  trustees  chosen  for 
Brailsford’s  charity  act  also  as  trustees  for  this. 

The  rentcharge  of  20/.  given  by  Mrs.  Saunderson  is  paid  by  Viscount  Gal- 
way, the  present  owner  of  the  Serlby  Estate,  to  the  Rev.  William  Downes,  as 
the  vicar  and  acting  trustee. 

In  the  above  account  of  Brailsford’s  charity  a statement  has  been  given  of 
the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts  of  this  charity,  and  of  the  sums  expended 
from  it  towards  the  support  of  the  school  at  Harworth,  which  have  of  late 
exhausted  the  whole  income  thereof,  although,  according  to  the  directions  of 
Mrs.  Saunderson’s  will,  one  moiety  only  of  the  rentcharge  was  to  be  paid  for 
teaching  poor  children,  and  the  other  moiety  for  apprenticing  and  clothing  the 
children  so  taught,  and  for  the  other  purposes  mentioned  in  her  will. 

It  appears  from  the  accounts  of  the  charity  that  from  17S7  to  the  present 
time,  the  following  sums  have  been  paid  lor  apprenticing  children  and  clothing 
them. 


1787. 

1788. 
1789- 
1 791  • 
1793- 
1795- 
1797- 

1801 . 

1802. 

1803. 
1805. 
1811. 
1815. 
1817. 
1823. 
1825. 


- Premium  of  ,5  l.  and  2 /.  5 s.  for  his  clothing. 
Premium  a/,  clothing' 8s.  6 cl. 

- Premiums/,  clothing- 2/. 

- Premiums  5/.  each,  and  clothed. 


:s.  allowed  for  her  clothing  and  indentures. 

- Premium  4 /. 

- Premium  2/.  2 s. 

- Premium  and  clothing  4 /. 

- Premium  and  clothing  7/. 

- Premium  and  clothing  7 /. 

- Premium  2/.  2 s.  and  13  s.  for  clothing. 


4s 

17s. 


7S.  8 d. 


! s.  on  leaving- 


school  and  going-  to  service. 

D O 


A boy  apprenticed  with  a - 
A boy  apprenticed 
Ditto  - 

Three  ditto  - - - 

One  ditto. 

One  ditto. 

A girl  apprenticed,  2 /. 

A boy  apprenticed 
Ditto  - 

A girl  apprenticed 
A bov  apprenticed 
Ditto  - 

A girl  apprenticed 
Allowed  to  a girl  2 /. 

Allowed  for  clothing  a boy  apprenticed  2 /. 

Ditto  - - - - - -2/. 

The  Rev.  William  Downes  states,  that  in  applying  so  large  a portion  of  the 
income  of  this  charity  to  the  support  of  the  school  he  has  considered  himself 
as  acting  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish,  but  some  disatisfaction  appears  to  have 
existed  in  consequence  of  so  small  a number  of  children  having  been  apprenticed; 
and  however  beneficial  the  school  may  be,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
application  of  the  rentcharge  given  by  this  testatrix  ought  to  be  iu  conformity 
with  the  directions  contained  in  her  will. 

A charge  of  15  s.  appears  in  the  accounts  of  this  charity  for  1790,  for  a 
dinner  for  the  trustees,  and  there  are  similar  charges  in  the  preceding  years, 
but  none  since  that  time. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  it  is  stated  that  Mary  Saunderson,  in 
addition  to  the  above-mentioned  donation,  gave  by  her  will  20/.  to  the  poor  of 
this  parish,  producing  1/.  per  annum.  The  manner  in  which  this  sum  was 
disposed  of  will  be  shown  in  the  following  account  of  Nevile’s  charity. 


111 


Nevile’s  Charity. 

Nevile’s  Charity.  In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  it  is  stated  that  Bridget  Kevile, 
1723,  gave  20/.  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  then  producing  1 /.  per  annum. 

A sum  of  40/.,  probably  arising  from  this  sum  of  20/.,  and  the  beforemen- 
tioned  sum  of  the  same  amount,  given  by  Mary  Saunderson  to  the  poor,  was  in 

1791 
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1791  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  39/.  stock  in  the  4 per-cents,  since  reduced  to 
3 \ per-cents,  which  stock  is  now  standing  in  the  names  of  the  four  persons  who 
are  trustees  of  the  stock  belonging  to  Brailsford’s  charity. 

The  dividends,  which  amount  to  1/.  7 8-  4 d.  per  annum,  are  received  by  the 
vicar,  but  the  yearly  sum  of  305.  (exceeding  the  amount  of  the  dividends  by 
2 5.  8 d.)  is  distributed  by  him  with  the  assistance  of  the  churchwardens,  about 
Easter,  together  with  the  alms  collected  at  the  sacrament,  amongst  widows  and 
other  poor  persons  of  the  parish,  in  small  sums. 


Har  worth. 


Neville’s  Charity, 
continued. 

K ^ ) 


PARISH  OF  KIRTON. 

Charities  of  Rev.  John  Sykes,  and  Lady  Anne  South. 

An  entry  in  an  old  book  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  this  parish  states  Kirton. 

that  the  Rev.  John  Sykes , rector  of  Kirton,  who  was  buried  December  15,  — 

1622,  gave  by  his  Will  10/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  c^kes 

most  needful  of  the  town  of  Kirton,  on  11th  December  yearly  by  the  minister,  ' ‘ a‘n(j " , ^ 

churchwardens,  overseers,  and  constable  for  the  time  being,  and  that  Lady  Lady  Anne  South. 

Anne  South,  who  died  April  16,  1659,  gave  by  her  Will  405.  to  the  poor  of 

Kirton.  It  further  states,  that  these  two  legacies  were  paid  into  the  hands  of 

William  Clarkson,  esq.,  and  after  his  decease  were  held  by  his  son  John 

Clarkson,  esq.  until  1 7 1 1 , during  which  time  part  of  the  interest  was  yearly 

distributed,  and  the  rest  wras  added  to  the  principal,  which  in  1711  amounted 

to  37/.  155.  and  was  then  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a close,  called  How  Lane 

Close,  in  the  Lordship  of  Willoughby,  the  cost  whereof,  including  lawyers  fees 

and  other  charges,  was  44/.  65.  2 d.  It  is  added,  that  the  said  close  was  let  at 

the  yearly  rent  of  2/.  4 5.  the  tenant  paying  all  taxes. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  15  and  16  January  1711, 

Daniel  Tibson  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  42/.,  conveyed  to 
John  Clarkson,  jun.  of  Gray’s  Inn,  esq.  John  Thompson,  Richard  White, 

Robert  Marshall,  Thomas  Hardwick,  and  William  Turner,  all  of  Kirton,  and 
their  heirs,  a close  of  meadow  or  pasture  called  How  Lane  Close,  containing 
by  estimation  three  acres,  lying  within  the  manor  or  precincts  of  Willoughby, 
near  Walesby,  on  trust,  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Kirton  for  ever ; and  on  further  trust,  that  when  any  four  of  the  said 
six  feoffees  should  die,  the  survivors  should  enfeoff  the  said  close  to  six  other 
persons  of  Kirton  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  like  trusts,  and  so  as  often  as  any 
four  of  the  said  feoffees  should  die. 

We  are  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  subsequent  trust-deeds. 

On  the  inclosure  of  lands  in  the  parishes  of  Walesby,  Kirton,  and  Egmanton, 
which  took  place  under  an  Act  passed  in  1821,  a parcel  of  land,  containing 
about  1 \ rood,  wras  added  to  the  How  Lane  Close,  in  exchange  for  the  close 
and  beastgate  in  Walesby  belonging  to  Ambler’s  charity  hereinafter  mentioned, 
and  the  whole  of  the  land  was  on  the  inclosure  discharged  from  tithe.  In- 
cluding this  addition,  the  land  consists  of  rather  more  than  3 acres,  and  is  in  the 
occupation  of  Jasper  Manuel,  churchwarden  of  Kirton,  as  yearly  tenant,  at 
the  rent  of  81.  per  annum,  a part  of  it  being  used  as  a hop-garden.  Mr. 

Manuel  held  the  How  Lane  Close  previously  to  the  inclosure,  at  the  rent  of 
51.  55.,  the  rent  of  the  other  close  and  the  beastgate  being  at  the  same 
time  2 5 s. 

It  appears  from  an  entry  in  the  overseers  book,  dated  18  April  1823,  that 
the  expenses  attending  the  inclosure  amounted  to  23/.  135.  Qd.  This  sum  was 
advanced  by  Mr.  Manuel,  and  since  that  time  a deduction  of  305.  has  been 
annually  made  from  his  rent  towards  the  payment  of  the  principal  sum,  and 
5 1.  per  cent  on  the  sum  remaining  due  has  also  been  deducted  for  interest.  At 
Lady-day  1827  the  debt  due  to  Mr.  Manuel  was  thus  reduced  to  17 /•  135.  l2d. 

The  rent  is  received  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  and  carried  to  his  general 
account,  and  the  only  charitable  payments  hitherto  made  in  respect  thereof 
have  been  a distribution  of  an  annual  sum  of  11 5.  in  small  sums  to  the  poor  of 
the  parish  at  Christmas,  and  a salary  of  2 5s.  (being  the  amount  of  the  income 
of  Ambler’s  charity,  previous  to  the  inclosure)  paid  to  a schoolmistress  for 
teaching  five  poor  children,  usually  appointed  at  a parish-meeting,  to  read.  It 
appeared  to  us,  however,  that  no  part  of  this  rent  ought  to  be  applied  in  aid  of 
the  poors  rates ; and  we  suggested  to  the  parishioners  that  the  present  pay- 
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ments  of  11  5.  to  the  poor,  and  25 s.  for  teaching  poor  children,  should  be  con- 
tinued until  the  sum  advanced  by  Mr.  Manuel  should  be  liquidated  ; that  all  the 
residue  of  the  rents  should  be  applied  towards  the  discharge  of  that  debt,  with 
interest,  and  that  when  this  should  be  completed  the  whole  rent  should  be 
Lady  Anne  South,  divided  into  three  parts,  two  of  which  should  be  distributed  to  the  poor  in 
continued.  respect  of  Mr.  Sykes’s  and  Lady  South’s  charities,  and  the  remaining  third  should 
' ^ be  applied  for  the  instruction  of  poor  children  in  respect  of  Ambler’s  charity. 

Since  our  Inquiry  took  place  we  have  been  informed  that  at  a meeting  of 
the  parishioners  holden  9 October  1827,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  adopt 
this  suggestion. 

Ambl eh’s  Charity. 

Ambler’s  Charity.  It  is  stated  in  an  entry  in  the  before-mentioned  old  book,  that  Mr.  John 
Ambler,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  2d  September  1692,  gave  20/.  to  the  town  of 
Kirton,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  to  be 
improved  for  the  teaching  of  two  poor  children  in  this  town  until  they  could 
read  in  the  Bible,  when  two  others  should  be  chosen,  and  so  successively, 
which  money  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a close  of  Thomas  Hurst,  lying  in 
the  sidelings  of  Walesby,  and  one  beastgate  in  a place  called  the  Outgang,  in 
the  precincts  of  Walesby.  It  is  further  stated,  that  there  was  some  ash-wood 
growing  on  the  said  premises,  which  after  the  purchase  was  sold  at  the  value 
of  between  7 /•  and  8/.  so  that  after  all  matters  were  fully  discharged  there 
remained  4/.,  which  was  lent  and  employed  in  making  up  the  purchase  of  the 
close  belonging  to  the  poor,  whereby  45.  a year  was  deducted  out  of  the  rent 
of  the  poors  close,  and  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  minister  towards  the  teaching 
of  poor  children. 

It  is  added,  that  the  said  close  and  beastgate  were  annually  let  at  19  5. 

The  above-mentioned  close,  which  contained  less  than  half  an  acre,  Avas, 
together  with  the  beastgate,  until  the  inclosure,  let  at  2 5s.  a year.  We  have 
already  stated  in  the  account  of  the  preceding  charities  the  addition  which  was 
made  in  respect  of  it  to  the  How  Lane  Close  on  the  inclosure,  the  mode  in 
which  the  rent  has  been  hitherto  applied,  and  the  plan  proposed  for  the  future 
application  of  it. 


Kirton. 


Charities  of 
Rev.  John  Sykes, 
and 


PARISH  OF  LAXTON. 

School  Money. 

Laxton.  The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  a person  unknown  gave  40/., 

_ TT7  then  vested  in  the  executors  of  John  and  William  White,  and  producing  2/.  per 
c 00  . oney.  annum>  for  teaching  poor  children  of  this  parish. 

This  sum  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Samuel  Wheatcroft,  of  Norwell,  having 
been  lent  to  him  on  the  security  of  a joint  and  several  bond,  dated  18  Novem- 
ber 1793,  given  by  him  and  Edward  Housing,  of  Cromwell,  to  Joseph  Peck 
and  William  Newstead,  churchwardens,  and  William  Dewick  and  William 
Whittington,  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Laxton,  in  trust  for  themselves  and  the 
rest  of  the  parishioners  of  the  said  parish,  in  the  penalty  of  80  /.  conditioned 
for  the  payment  of  40/.,  with  lawful  interest. 

The  annual  sum  of  405.,  as  the  interest  of  the  40/.  secured  by  the  above- 
mentioned  bond,  is  paid  by  Mr.  Wheatcroft  to  a schoolmaster,  who  has  received 
the  same  for  about  30  years,  and  who  was  appointed  at  a parish-meeting  for 
instructing  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  10  poor  children  of  the  parish, 
who  are  appointed  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  a committee  of  the  parishioners. 
He  has  other  scholars,  for  whom  he  is  paid.  It  appears  desirable  that  this  sum, 
and  the  sum  of  40/.  belonging  to  White’s  charity  hereinafter  mentioned,  should 
be  invested  on  some  landed  or  public  security. 

White’s  Charity. 

White’s  Charity.  it  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  church,  that  John  White,  on  the  26  September 
1806,  left  40/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  given  in  bread  to  the  poor  of  this 
parish  every  Christmas,  for  ever,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers. 

This  sum  is  in  the  hands  of  William  White,  a farmer,  of  Laxton,  having 
been  lent  to  him  on  the  security  of  his  promissory  note,  bearing  date  17th 
April  1815,  and  given  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Laxton.  The 
sum  of  405.  being  the  interest  thereof  at  51.  per  cent  is  paid  by  him  to  the 
overseers,  and  together  with  the  interest  of  Hunt’s  charity  hereinafter  men- 
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tioned,  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  shilling  and  sixpenny  loaves,  which  are 
distributed  on  Christmas-day  and  on  New  Year’s-day  amongst  all  the  poor 
persons  of  the  parish,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  families. 

Hunt’s  Charity. 

It  is  also  stated  on  the  church-tablet  that  John  Hunt  in  1818  left  100/.,  the 
interest  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  Laxton  at  Christmas,  by  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor. 

This  sum  of  100/.  was  at  Lady-day  1826  (having  been  previously  placed  on 
a security  which  was  paid  off)  lent  to  William  Stanfield  at  5 per-cent  interest,  on 
mortgage  of  a close  containing  two  acres,  and  two  beastgates,  worth  from  55  /. 
to  60/.  each,  in  Sutton. 

The  application  of  the  interest  has  been  already  stated  in  the  above  account 
of  White’s  charity. 

Chur,ch  Lands. 

The  following  lands  are  described  in  an  inscription  on  a tablet  erected  in  the 
church  as  the  Church  Lands  lying  in  the  parish  of  Laxton.  We  are  informed, 
that  no  deeds  are  to  be  found  in  the  parish  relating  to  them,  but  that  the  rents 
have  always  been  carried  to  the  churchwardens  general  account. 


Inclosure : 

Homestead  - - - 

Meadow  - 

Acre  Edge  Close  - 
Skitterpool  Lane  Close  - 
Headland  - 

One  Ley  in  Saville’s  Tenter  Close  - 
West  Field : 

South  of  Radbeck,  three  lands 
North  of  Ditto,  four  lands 
Lousy  Hill-side,  one  land  and  gore  - 
Middle  of  Aubeck,  seven  lands 
Top  of  Aubeck,  four  lands 

South  Field : 

Middle-Bank  Hill,  one  land  - 
Brockley  Nooking,  two  lands 
Stubbings  side,  one  land  and  gore  - 
Willow  Roods,  one  land 
Crabtree  Furlong,  one  land 
Copthorn  Nookin,  one  land  - 

Mill  Field: 

Acre-Edge  side,  two  lands  and  gore 
Top  of  Acre-Edge,  two  lands 
Stoney  Bank,  seven  lands 
Halfroods,  one  land  - 
Hovel-piece,  three  lands 
Rushing  Nooking  Headland  and  fellow 


Measurement. 


Total  - a. 


A.  R.  p. 
O 1 10 

0 10 

0 3 20 

1 2 20 
1 2 20 
O O 35 


0 2 0 
o 117 
0227 

0 3 28 

1 o 15 


O O 33 
o 1 30 
0218 
o 116 
o o 32 
o 1 38 


o 1 5 

0 i 32 

1 1 4 

o o 28 
o 1 37 
o 121 


13  3 6 


The  homestead,  and  all  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  tablet  (except  one  rood  of 
meadow-land,  and  one  ley  in  Savile’s  Tenter  Close,  containing  35  perches,)  are 
in  the  occupation  of  John  Cooke,  under  a lease  for  nine  years  from  Lady-day 
1827,  granted  by  the  churchwardens,  at  the  direction  of  a meeting  of  the 
parishioners,  to  him  as  the  best  bidder  at  such  meeting,  at  a good  yearly  rent  of 
26/.  15^.  The  rood  of  meadow-land  above  excepted  forms  part  of  a meadow 
in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  William  Pinder,  jun,,  who  pays  for  that  rood  the  yearly 
rent  of  205.  It  is  marked  by  boundary  stones.  The  ley  in  Savile’s  Tenter 
Close,  the  boundaries  of  which  are  also  marked,  is  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas 
Newstead,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  85.  6d.,  the  residue  of  that  close  being  the 
property  of  the  Hon.  Luml'ey  Saville. 
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Hunt’s  Charity. 


Church  Lands. 
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PARISH  OF  NORTH  LEVERTON. 

Colton’s  Charity. 

North  Levcrton.  Abraham  Colton,  of  Morton,  in  the  parish  of  Babworth,  by  his  Will,  bearing 
~ — 7 . date  24th  April  1745,  gave  50/.,  which  he  directed  his  executors,  Thomas 

i ° to“^  Kil‘ty.  Hatton  and  Edmund  Kirke,  to  lay  out  in  a purchase  of  lands  as  soon  as  they 
could  meet  with  a convenient  purchase,  and  the  interest  and  profits  thereof 
yearly  to  distribute  by  two  half-yearly  payments  on  Good-Friday  and  St.  Thomas’s- 
day  amongst  the  poorest  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  North  Leverton. 

This  donation  of  a sum  of  money  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  land  was 
void  by  the  Act  of  9 Geo.  2.  c.  36,  but  an  annual  sum  of  2/.  10s.  is  now 
paid  in  respect  of  it,  half  on  Good-Friday,  and  half  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  by 
William  Mason,  esq.,  who  informs  us  that  a part  of  the  estate  in  the  parish  of 
North  Leverton  and  the  hamlet  of  Coates,  now  belonging  to  him,  was  formerly 
the  property  of  Mr.  Abraham  Colton,  and  descended  to  his  niece,  who  was 
Mr.  Mason’s  grandmother,  and  that  the  same  annual  sum  has  been  paid  by  the 
successive  owners  of  the  estate,  but  that  he  cannot  find  any  trace  of  its  having 
ever  been  charged  on  the  estate.  This  amount  is  distributed  by  Mr.  William 
Rogers,  a tenant  of  Mr.  Mason,  amongst  the  most  necessitous  widows  and 
other  poor  persons  of  the  parish. 

Poors  Land. 

Poors  Land.  The  Commissioners  appointed  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  35Geo.  3, 
for  inclosing  the  open  fields  in  the  parishes  of  North  Leverton  and  Applethorpe, 
by  their  award,  dated  in  1801,  allotted  to  the  trustees  for  the  poor  of  the  parish 
of  North  Leverton  a parcel  of  land  in  Cowsland  field,  containing  1 a.  Or.  34p., 
bounded  by  the  Retford  road  on  the  east;  and  declared  that  1 r.  21  p.  of  land, 
or  thereabouts,  lying  at  the  east  corner  of  the  said  allotment,  were  situate  in 
the  parish  of  Applethorpe,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  said  parcel  of  land 
was  in  the  parish  of  North  Leverton.  They  also  declared  that  the  said  allot- 
ment was  in  lieu  of  all  right  and  interest  which  the  trustees  had  in  the  lands 
directed  to  be  inclosed  by  the  said  Act. 

This  allotment  is  now  called  the  Poors  Close,  and  is  in  the  occupation  of 
Edward  Baker,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  21.  per  annum.  It  has  usually 
been  let  at  vestry-meetings.  The  rent  is  received  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  North  Leverton,  and  is  by  them  distributed  amongst  the  most  necessitous 
poor  of  this  parish. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state,  that  land,  then  producing  16  s.  per 
annum,  had  been  given  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  by  some  person  unknown,  and 
was  vested  in  the  overseers.  It  was  probably  in  respect  of  this  land  that  the 
above-mentioned  allotment  was  made,  but  it  is  not  known  from  whose  gift  the 
original  land  was  derived. 

o 


PARISH  OF  SOUTH  LEVERTON. 

Sampson’s  School, 

South  Leverton.  John  Sampson,  by  Indenture,  bearing  date  16th  September  1691,  founded 
”7~"  a Free  Grammar  School  in  the  parish  of  South  Leverton,  and  granted  to  eight 
ami  sons  c 100  • trustees  the  school-buildings,  and  a yearly  rentcharge  of  20/.,  on  trust,  that 
they  should  permit  the  schoolmaster  to  enjoy  the  said  buildings,  and  to  receive 
the  said  rentcharge.  And  he  appointed  that  the  trustees  for  the  time  being, 
together  with  the  rector  of  Clay  worth,  the  vicar  of  Sturton,  the  vicar  of  North 
Wheatley,  and  the  vicar  of  South  Leverton,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should 
be  visitors  of  the  school,  schoolmaster,  and  scholars,  and  the  lands  and  tene- 
ments of  the  said  school ; and  that  the  said  visitors,  or  any  six  of  them,  whereof 
the  trustees  for  the  time  being  should  be  three,  should  take  account  of  the  rents 
assigned  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  should  reform  all  abuses,  want  of  repairs, 
misgovernment  and  misdemeanors. 

The  founder  of  this  school  having  thus  appointed  special  visitors  thereof 
we  have  abstained  from  further  examination  into  it. 
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PARISH  OF  EAST  MARKHAM. 

Gunthorpe’s  Charity. 


James  Gunthorpe , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  31st  October  1706,  after  certain 
specific  devises,  gave  all  the  rest  of  his  houses,  lands,  &c.,  in  East  Markham 
or  elsewhere,  to  John  Gunthorpe,  for  life,  and  after  his  decease  to  John  and 
Richard  Gunthorpe,  his  two  sons,  and  the  heirs  of  their  or  either  of  their 
bodies,  and  for  default  of  such  issue,  to  the  right  heirs  of  James  Gunthorpe, 
his  father,  and  for  want  of  such  heirs,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
East  Markham,  for  ever,  the  said  John  Gunthorpe,  the  father,  John  and 
Richard  Gunthorpe  the  sons,  and  their  heirs,  and  the  heirs  in  tail,  paying 
yearly,  for  ever,  a rent  of  51.  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  East  Markham, 
for  the  educating  of  ten  of  the  poorest  children,  from  time  to  time  till  they 
could  read  in  the  Bible,  and  for  nonpayment  of  the  said  5 l.  he  empowered  the 
overseers  to  enter  and  take  the  profits  of  his  close,  called  the  Beck  Lane  Close, 
and  of  the  remainder  of  his  arable-land  and  meadow  which  he  had  lately  pur- 
chased of  Edward  Sharp,  except  seven  gadds  of  meadow  on  the  full  dole,  and 
three  acres  and  one  rood  of  arable-land,  viz.  six  lands  on  the  March  Head, 
two  lands  on  Burden  plough-lands,  under  the  Beacon,  and  two  lands  in  Cas- 
trick  on  Green  Croft,  which  he  had  thereinbefore  given  to  Jane  Lowther,  and 
her  three  children  and  their  heirs. 


East  Markham. 


Gunthorpe’s 

Charity. 


In  a book  containing  the  accounts  of  this  charity,  and  Dunston’s  charity  here- 
inafter mentioned,  from  the  year  1714,  is  entered  a particular  of  the  lands 
charged  with  51.  per  annum  for  educating  poor  children  in  East  Markham,  by 
the  will  of  J ames  Gunthorpe,  as  follows  : 

In  the  Breck  Field  : 

Eight  lands  in  Castrick  Plough-land,  near  the  Cart  Gaps,  next  the  South 
Gate  Balk,  containing  by  estimation  ------ 

Two  lands  in  Lynam  Plough-land,  in  the  far  Breck,  four  from  the  East 
Hedge,  by  estimation  --------- 

One  South  Stinter  in  Burden  Plough-land,  in  the  long  Breck,  being  two 
froni  the  East  Balk,  by  estimation  _______ 

In  the  Cliff  Field  : 

-Eight  lands  in  Castrick  Plough-land,  under  the  Beacon,  next  the  South 
Balk,  by  estimation  -------- 

Three  lands  in  Lynam  Plough-land,  on  Lady  Brant,  three  from  the 
South  Balk,  containing  by  estimation  ______ 

In  the  South  Field  : 

Five  lands,  two  of  them  stinters  in  Castrick  Plough-land  on  the  upper 
end  of  Two  Becks,  two  from  the  East  Balk,  containing  by  estimation  - 
Two  lands  in  Lynam  Plough-lands,  on  Seacrofts,  abutting  on  Cunygree, 
four  from  the  East  Balk,  containing  by  estimation  - 

Total  - 

In  Quake  Field  : 

Seven  gadds  of  meadow  in  Lynam  Plough-land,  above  the  Crookt  Nabb, 
five  from  the  South  Stone. 

The  Beck  Lane-end  Close  on  the  east  side  of  Beck  Lane  Balk,  abutting 
on  Marsh  Head,  containing  by  estimation  - 


A. 

R. 

P. 

2 

0 

O 

1 

0 

0 

O 

1 

O 

2 

0 

O 

1 

2 

O 

0 

O 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

A.  10 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

This  rentcharge  of  51.  per  annum,  appears  from  the  accounts  to  have  been 
paid  until  1797  by  persons  of  the  name  of  Gunthorpe,  and  in  1798  by  Joses 
Jackson,  who  is  understood  to  have  purchased  the  above-mentioned  property- 
in  East  Markham.  On  an  inclosure  of  lands  in  that  parish,  which  took  place 
under  an  Act  passed  in  1810,  allotments,  containing  36  acres  of  land  on  Mark- 
ham Moor,  were  made  to  Mr.  Jackson,  in  respect  of  all  his  lands  in  the  open 
fields,  including  those  which  had  belonged  to  James  Gunthorpe,  and  of  the 
Beck  Lane-end  Close,  which  he  thereby  exchanged  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

Mr.  Jackson  having  died  about  two  years  ago  the  rentcharge  is  now  pa:d 
by  his  widow,  as  being  in  possession  of  the  above-mentioned  allotments,  to  the 
Rev.  Sherard  Becher,  the  vicar  of  East  Markham.  The  application  of  it  will 
be  stated  in  the  following  account  of  Dunston’s  Charity. 
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Dunston’s  Charity. 

East  Markham.  William  Dunston,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  18th  October  1713,  and  proved 

in  the  Exchequer  Court  of  York,  after  reciting  the  above-mentioned  devise  of 

Dunston’s  Charity.  James  Gunthorpe,  of  5/.  per  annum,  for  teaching  ten  poor  children,  as  a further 
^ ' augmentation  to  the  said  charity  gave  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 

the  poor  of  the  parish  of  East  Markham,  and  their  successors,  5 /.  a year,  to  be 
issuing  out  of  all  his  lands  and  tenements  in  East  Markham  for  ever,  on  trust, 
that  they  should  apply  the  same  for  the  further  instructing  the  said  children, 
and  ten  other  children,  whose  parents  should  be  poor,  of  the  said  parish,  to 
read  and  write,  and  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  Religion  as  professed  by 
the  Church  of  England  ; and  he  empowered  the  said  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers, and  their  successors,  in  case  of  non-payment  of  the  said  yearly  sum,  to 
distrain  for  the  same  on  a close  in  East  Markham,  called  Southonderwood ; 
and  he  directed  that  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  with  the  consent  of  the 
minister-resident,  and  six  of  the  most  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish 
for  the  time  being,  should  be  trustees  to  see  his  charity  performed,  and  that 
they  or  the  major  part  of  them  should  have  power  to  make  such  rules  for  the 
religious  and  virtuous  education  of  the  said  children,  and  the  better  manage- 
ment of  his  charity,  as  to  them  should  seem  meet. 

This  rentcharge  of  5 /.  per  annum  is  now  paid  by  William  Kirke,  esquire,  as 
the  owner  of  the  close  in  East  Markham  mentioned  in  the  donor’s  will,  called 
Southonderwood,  to  the  Rev.  Sherard  Becher. 

It  appears  from  a joint  account  which  has  been  kept  of  tliis  and  the  preced- 
ing charity,  that  from  1714  to  1811  a salary  of  61.  per  annum  was  paid  to  a 
schoolmaster  for  the  instruction  of  20  poor  children,  and  the  residue  of  the  two 
rentcharges  was  considered  a fund  for  clothing  the  children  so  taught ; that  in 
1752  there  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  William  Kirke,  who  had  been  the  receiver 
of  these  rentcharges,  a sum  of  GO  l.  (including  the  legacy  of  50  /.  hereinafter 
mentioned,  given  by  Jeremiah  Eliot  to  the  poor  of  East  Markham,)  the  interest 
of  which,  at  four-per-cent.,  was  carried  to  the  same  account ; that  in  1756 
Mr.  William  Kirke  paid  interest  on  a further  sum  of  22  /.,  which  was  also 
carried  to  the  same  account ; and  that  on  a settlement  in  1776  of  the  accounts 
of  Mr.  Edmund  Kirke,  the  then  receiver,  there  was  a balance  due  from  him  to 
the  charities  of  21  l.  3 s.  1 d.  which  was  paid  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Kirke, 
who  in  the  same  year  gave  a bond  to  Edmund  Kirke  and  John  Bright  for 
securing  the  payment  of  105/.  with  interest  at  four-per-cent.  This  sum  was 
composed  of  the  two  before-mentioned  sums  of  60  /.  and  22  /.  which  had  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  said  William  Kirke,  with  a small  amount  of  interest  due 
thereon,  and  the  said  balance  of  Mr.  Edmund  Kirke’s  account. 

In  1788  Miss  Catherine  Mason,  as  the  executrix  of  Mr.  Edmund  Kirke,  then 
deceased,  who  had  survived  John  Bright,  at  the  request  of  the  parishioners  of 
East  Markham,  assigned  this  bond  to  Mr.  William  Staniland,  the  then  receiver 
of  the  charities,  and  in  1811,  when  the  Rev.  Sherard  Becher  was  appointed 
receiver  by  the  consent  of  the  parishioners,  it  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Staniland’s 
widow  to  him,  and  is  now  in  his  possession.  The  interest  on  this  bond  is  now 
received  by  Mr.  Becher  from  William  Kirke,  esquire,  of  Retford. 

It  appears  to  us  desirable  that  this  money,  and  the  sum  of  50  /.  derived  from 
Cosens’s  charity  hereinafter  mentioned,  should  be  called  in,  and  that  both  ot 
them  should  be  placed  on  some  public  security. 

In  1811  it  was  agreed  by  the  parishioners  at  a public  meeting  that  the 
schoolmaster  was  entitled  to  the  two  rentcharges  of  5 /.  each  derived  from 
Gunthorpe’s  and  Dunston’s  charities,  and  since  that  time  they  have  been  paid 
over  to  him  by  Mr.  Becher. 

The  present  schoolmaster,  who  was  appointed  by  the  parishioners,  and  who 
is  also  the  clerk  of  the  parish,  in  respect  of  the  annual  sum  of  10  /.  which  he 
thus  receives,  instructs  freely  20  poor  children  of  the  parish,  appointed  by  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers,  in  reading  and  writing. 

The  interest  of  the  sum  of  105/.  secured  by  the  above-mentioned  bond  is 
expended  by  Mr.  Becher  in  the  purchase  of  shoes,  which  are  given  to  the  free 
children.  It  appears  from  the  accounts  that  at  Christmas  1826  there  was  a 
balance  in  Mr.  Becher’s  hands  of  6 /.  0 s.  10  d. 
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Eliot’s  Charity. 

Jeremiah  Eliot,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  5th  July  1725,  bequeathed  to  the 
poor  of  East  Markham  50/.,  and  directed  that  Mr.  John  Kirke,  and  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  when  the  said  legacy  should 
become  due,  should  have  the  management  of  the  said  50  /.  to  be  by  them  em- 
ployed to  the  best  advantage  of  the  poor. 

It  has  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  Dunston’s  charity  that  this 
legacy  forms  part  of  a sum  of  105  /.  secured  by  bond,  the  interest  of  which  is 
applied  in  providing  shoes  for  the  poor  children  taught  freely  in  respect  of 
Gunthorpe’s  and  Dunston’s  charity. 

Atkinson’s  Charity. 

John  Atkinson , of  East  Markham,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  30th  July  1753, 
and  proved  in  the  Exchequer  Court  of  York,  gave  his  messuage,  situate  in 
East  Markham,  wherein  he  then  dwelt,  with  the  buildings  to  the  same  belong, 
ing,  and  all  his  closes,  lands,  and  meadow-grounds  in  East  Markham,  to  Frances 
Day,  for  her  life,  and  after  her  decease  to  William  Kirke,  esquire,  Edmund 
Kirke,  esquire,  William  Reddish,  and  George  Cosens,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust 
to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises,  and  buy  bread  with  the  money 
arising  therefrom,  and  give  it  on  every  Sabbath-day  to  such  people  belonging 
to  the  said  parish  of  East  Markham  as  they  or  any  three  of  them  should  think 
proper  and  most  needful. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  13th  August  1785,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery, 
between  the  above-mentioned  Edmund  Kirke,  esquire,  of  the  one  part,  and 
George  Mason,  of  Eaton,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  esquire,  and  William 
Mason,  of  Osberton,  in  the  same  county,  esquire,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the 
will  of  the  said  John  Atkinson  ; and  reciting  that  by  means  of  the  deaths  of 
the  said  William  Kirke,  William  Reddish,  and  George  Cosens,  the  fee  simple  of 
the  said  messuage  and  premises  so  devised  had  become  vested  in  the  said 
Edmund  Kirke,  as  the  only  surviving  trustee  under  the  said  will ; and  reciting, 
that  the  said  Edmund  Kirke  being  desirous  that  the  trusts  of  the  said  will 
should  be  executed  as  far  as  the  same  lawfully  might  be,  had  requested  the  said 
George  Mason  and  William  Mason  to  join  with  him  in  acting  in  and  executing 
the  same,  and  that  the  said  George  Mason  and  William  Mason  had  consented, 
and  had  agreed  to  accept  a conveyance  of  the  said  messuage  and  premises,  the 
said  Edmund  Kirke,  in  consideration  of  10  s.,  as  far  as  he  lawfully  might, 
bargained,  sold,  and  released  to  the  said  George  Mason  and  William  Mason, 
and  their  heirs,  a messuage,  cottage  or  tenement  in  East  Markham,  with  the 
outbuildings  and  appurtenances  to  the  same  belonging,  then  in  the  tenure  of 
John  Clarke,  and  two  closes  in  East  Markham  called  the  Eastfield  Close,  con- 
taining by  estimation  1 a.  3 r.,  and  the  Farther  East  Field  Close,  containing  by 
estimation  2 a.  2 r.,  and  several  parcels  of  arable-land  lying  dispersed  in  the 
fields  of  East  Markham,  containing  by  estimation  the  several  quantities  therein- 
after particularly  mentioned,  viz. : in  the  South  Field,  on  the  Marsh  Head,  three 
lands  (then  inclosed,)  containing  together  three  roods  ; on  the  Sunny  Bank,  two 
lands,  2 roods  ; one  land  more  there,  1 rood  ; betwixt  Tobecks,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  road,  two  lands,  2 roods;  on  the  Furral  Hill,  one  land,  one  rood  and  a half ; 
a land  more  there,  2 roods  ; on  Long-ledale,  two  half-lands,  3 roods  ; one  land 
more  there,  1 acre ; one  land  more  there,  3 roods ; in  the  North  Field,  on 
Harwell  side,  two  lands,  containing  together  1 acre ; against  the  hill,  one  land, 

2 roods  ; in  the  Lea,  one  land,  2 roods  ; one  half  land  more  there,  one  rood  and 
a half ; Between  Gates  two  lands,  3 roods  ; at  the  Acre  Yards,  one  land,  2 roods  ; 
one  half  land  more  there,  half  a rood  ; on  the  Shining  Hurst,  six  lands,  1a.  2r.; 
one  land  more  there,  one  rood  and  a half ; on  Askham  Hill,  one  land,  1 rood  ; 

In  the  Breck  Field,  on  the  Upper  Longdale,  one  half  land,  1 rood;  two  lands 
more  there,  1a.  1 r.  ; one  land  more  there,  2 roods ; on  Broadgate  side,  one 
land,  one  rood  and  a half ; on  the  Green  Croft,  one  land,  3 roods ; one  land 
more  there,  2 roods ; on  the  Moor-side,  two  lands,  2 roods ; two  lands  more 
there,  2 roods ; on  the  Long  Battle  Croft,  two  lands,  2 roods ; on  the  Short 
Battle  Croft,  two  lands,  1 rood  ; and  seven  lands  more  there,  3 roods  ; all  in 
the  tenure  of  the  said  John  Clarke  ; and  all  other  the  lands  whatsoever  in  East 
Markham  which  were  theretofore  the  estate  of  the  said  John  Atkinson,  and 
devised  by  his  will  as  aforesaid  to  the  use  of  the  said  Edmund  Kirke,  George 

Y y 4 Mason 


East  Markham. 

Eliot’s  Charity. 

L • 


Atkinson’s  Charity. 


East  Markham. 


356  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

Mason  and  William  Mason,  and  their  heirs,  on  trust,  to  receive  the  rents  and 

profits  of  the  said  messuage  and  premises,  and  pay  and  apply  the  same  for  the 

Atkinson’s  Chanty,  uses  aiKi[  purposes  expressed  concerning  the  same  in  the  will  of  the  said  John 
continued.  * .1  • 1 

Atkinson. 

Of  the  parties  to  the  deed  of  1785,  Mr.  Edmund  Kirke  died  in  December 
1786,  Mr.  William  Mason  in  1803,  and  Mr.  George  Mason  in  1809.  The 


premises  belonging  to  this  charity  are  now  vested  in  William  Mason,  esq.  the 
eldest  son  of  the  above-mentioned  William  Mason,  as  the  nephew  and  heir-at- 
law  of  George  Mason,  who  was  the  surviving  trustee  under  that  deed. 

We  are  informed  that  a claim  was  made  many  years  ago  to  this  estate  by  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Atkinson,  professing  to  be  the  heir  of  the  donor,  but 
that  it  was  not  prosecuted  with  effect. 

In  a book  containing  the  accounts  of  this  charity  from  its  commencement  in 
1757  to  1808,  a note  is  inserted,  signed  by  the  four  original  trustees  named  in 
the  donor’s  will,  stating  that  although  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  estate  were 
directed  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  to  be  distributed  every  Sabbath-day,  yet  as 
that  mode  would  be  attended  not  only  with  great  trouble,  but  with  difficulties, 
as  the  rents  were  received  of  the  tenant  only  twice  a year,  the  trustees  hoped 
they  should  not  be  blameable,  or  thought  remiss  in  their  duty  to  the  trust,  in 
adopting  a distribution  in  money  of  the  rents  and  profits  as  they  received  them 
twice  a year,  rather  than  in  bread  every  Sunday. 

In  1757  the  rent  of  this  estate  was  13/.  per  annum,  subject  to  deductions 
of  1/.  8^.  4 d.  for  land-tax,  and  136'.  6d.  for  the  rent  of  a ley  of  land  belong- 
ing to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  in  one  of  the  closes  belonging  to  the  estate.  In 
1762  it  was  let  to  John  Clarke  at  14/.  per  annum,  subject  to  deductions  for 
land-tax  and  the  duke’s  rent,  and  the  rent  continued  of  the  same  amount 
(except  that  no  allowance  for  the  duke’s  rent  was  made  after  Lady-day  1778) 
until  the  year  1821,  having  been  paid  by  John  Clarke  until  1785,  and  after- 
wards by  Allison  Clarke. 

Since  the  inclosure  of  the  fields  of  East  Markham  in  1810,  the  award  of 
which  was  not  signed  until  181 6 ; the  property  of  this  charity  has  consisted 
of  a house  and  16  a.  On.  30  n.  of  land,  consisting  partly  of  old  and  partly  of 
new  inclosure.  It  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Allison  Clarke,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  a fair  rent  of  21  /.  per  annum,  subject  to  a deduction  of  1 /.  86.  4 d.  for  land- 
tax,  to  which  amount  it  was  raised  in  1821  on  the  valuation  of  a surveyor. 

Although  no  accounts  have  been  entered  in  the  book  of  the  charity  since 
1800,  the  clear  annual  amount  of  the  rent  was  previously  to  1822  paid  by 
Mr.  William  Mason  to  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  East  Markham,  to  be 
distributed  to  the  poor,  but  in  that  year,  when  the  increased  rent  first  became 
payable,  only  10/.  per  annum  was  paid  for  the  purpose  of  distribution,  and  the 
residue  was  reserved  by  Mr.  Mason  towards  the  repayment  of  a sum  of  70 /. 
advanced  by  him  for  the  expenses  of  the  inclosure  chargeable  on  the  charity- 
estate,  including  those  of  fencing  the  new  allotment,  and  a similar  reservation 
has  been  made  in  each  year  since  that  time. 

The  sums  thus  reserved  from  1822  to  1826  were  as  follows  : 


l8“22 

£. 

9 

s. 
1 1 

d. 

8 

1823 

- 

- 

- 

- , 

- 

- 

9 

11 

8 

1824 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

1 1 

8 

1825  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

1 1 

8 

1826 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

16 

4 

f. 

47 

3 

- 

The  reservation  in  1826  was  less  than  in  the  preceding  years,  in  consequence, 
of  a payment  of  156.  4 d.  for  eight  years  chief-rent  at  16.  llr/.  per  annum, 
due  from  the  charity -estate  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Dunham.  The  residue 
of  the  debt  of  70/.  beyond  the  above-mentioned  sum  of  47/.  36.  remained  due 
at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  in  August  1827,  hut  would  be  further  reduced  by  a 
reservation  of  9/.  11  6.  8r/.  out  of  the  rent  for  that  year,  which  was  expected 
to  be  received  at  the  ensuing  Christmas. 

Whenever  the  whole  of  the  debt  shall  be  liquidated  it  appears  to  us  proper 
that  a new  appointment  of  trustees  of  this  charity  should  be  made  by  Mr.  Mason, 
as  the  heir  of  the  surviving  trustee,  and  the  estate  conveyed  accordingly  by 

him  j 
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him,  and  it  will  also  be  a fit  subject  for  consideration,  whether  after  the  estate 
is  clear  of  debt,  a portion  of  the  rent  ought  not  still  to  be  reserved  for  the  kinsorTT'I  • 
purpose  of  repairing  the  house  on  the  property,  which  is  stated  to  be  in  bad  1 ''continued™^' 
condition.  V J 

The  application  of  the  above-mentioned  annual  sum  of  10/.  in  a distribution 
of  money  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  will  be  stated  in  the  following  account  of 
Cosens’s  charity. 

Cosens’s  Charity. 

Ellen  Cosens , by  her  Will,  bearing  date  3d  April  1772,  and  proved  in  the  Cosens’s  Charity. 
Exchequer  Court  of  York  in  1778,  gave  to  the  vicar,  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  East  Markham,  501.  on  trust,  that  they  and  their  suc- 
cessors should  place  out  the  same  on  government,  or  other  good  security,  at 
interest,  and  should  on  Christmas-day  in  every  year  for  ever  distribute  the  interest, 
dividends,  and  produce  thereof  to  such  poor  householders  and  widows  of  East 
Markham,  and  in  such  manner  and  proportions,  as  the  said  vicar,  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  time  being  should  think  fit. 

This  sum  of  501.  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  William  Cheales,  the  late 
vicar  of  East  Markham,  and  was  after  his  death  paid  by  his  executrix  to  the 
Rev.  Sherard  Becher,  who  with  the  consent  of  the  parishioners,  at  a vestry- 
meeting, placed  it  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Rose,  on  the  security  of  his 
promissory  note,  bearing  interest  at  5 l.  per-cent. 

The  interest,  amounting  to  50s.  per  annum,  is  paid  by  Mr.  Rose  to  Mr. 

Becher,  and  is  distributed  annually  about  Christmas,  together  with  10/.  derived 
from  Atkinson’s  charity  hereinbefore  mentioned,  amongst  the  poorest  persons 
of  the  parish,  according  to  a list,  in  which  vacancies  are  filled  up  by  the 
parishioners  at  a vestry-meeting,  in  sums  usually  of  7 s.  or  8 s.  to  each. 


Poors  Money. 

In  the  Parliamentry  Returns  of  1786  it  is  stated  that  a sum  of  221.  given 
by  some  person  unknown,  to  provide  coals  for  the  poor,  was  then  vested  in 
John  Tomlinson,  producing  the  yearly  interest  of  1 /.  2 s. 

In  an  old  book  of  parish-accounts  a memorandum  is  entered,  dated  in  1704, 
(supposed  to  be  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  John  Kirke)  of  money  then  out  at 
interest  for  the  poor  of  East  Markham,  and  of  the  securities  given  for  the 
same.  This  memorandum  contains  statements  of  a mortgage,  dated  in  I67I 
for  61.,  another  mortgage  dated  in  1689  for  7 /.,  and  a bond  dated  in  1698  for 
5 /.  5 s.,  as  to  all  of  which  it  does  not  appear  that  any  accurate  information  can 
now  be  obtained,  and  also  of  the  following  security.  “ Item,  upon  a mort- 
gage for  500  years,  dated  2 March  1701-2  from  Jo.  Alcock,  whitesmith,  of  four 
acres  and  one  rood  in  the  fields  of  East  Markham,  for  two-and-twenty  pounds 
the  20th  December  following,  with  consideration,  after  12  d.  per  pound  per  ann.” 

The  Rev.  Sherard  Becher  informs  us  that  John  Alcock,  who  appears  from 
the  register  to  have  died  in  1722,  gave  his  house  and  estate  in  East  Markham 
to  Sarah  Hempsall,  who  married  John  Tomlinson  ; that  a ton  of  coals  was  for 
many  years  distributed  annually  about  Christmas  by  members  of  the  Tomlinson 
family  to  poor  widows  of  this  parish,  until  about  10  years  ago,  when  the  distri- 
bution was  withheld  by  Jonas  Tomlinson,  (the  son  of  the  above-mentioned  John 
Tomlinson)  who  resided  in  the  adjoining  parish  of  Askham,  and  was  in  the 
possession  of  an  allotment  of  4a.  1 r.  Op.  of  land  made  to  him  on  the  East 
Markham  inclosure,  in  respect  (as  it  is  supposed)  of  the  said  lands  formerly 
belonging  to  John  Alcock  ; but  that  on  the  above  mentioned  entry  in  the  parish- 
book  being  shown  by  the  vicar  to  the  said  Jonas  Tomlinson  and  his  son  Joseph, 
they  agreed  that  the  annual  distribution  of  a ton  of  coals  should  be  resumed, 
and  that  it  was  afterwards  made  by  the  said  Jonas  Tomlinson  annually,  about 
Midsummer,  until  his  death,  about  three  years  ago,  and  has  since  been  con- 
tinued in  the  same  manner  by  Joseph  Tomlinson  his  son,  who  is  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  abovementioned  allotment,  the  value  of  the  coals  thus  given 
being  about  205.  per  annum. 

The  mortgage-security  specified  in  the  parish-book  was  not  forthcoming  at 
the  time  of  our  Investigation. 
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PARISH  OF  WEST  MARKHAM. 

Poors  Lands. 

West  Markham.  It  is  stated  in  a tablet  placed  in  the  church  of  this  parish  in  1819  that  the 

rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  hereinafter  mentioned  were  to  be  distributed  to 

v PoorsLands-  ^ t]ie  p00r  on  the  Friday  before  Whitsunday,  and  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  by  the 
minister  and  churchwardens ; and  that  at  the  time  of  the  inclosure  of  the 
parish  the  benefactions  in  money  made  to  the  poor  had  been  called  in  and  ex- 
pended. We  are  informed  that  this  expenditure  was  for  fencing  the  allotments 
and  other  charges  attending  the  inclosure  ; but  we  have  seen  no  account  of  the 
sums  thus  applied. 

The  lands  consist  of, 

1.  A close  of  arable  land  in  Nether  Westwood,  in  the  parish  of  West 
Markham,  containing  3a.  2r.  in  the  occupation  of  Samuel  Bell,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  51.  5 s.  per  annum. 

2.  A close  of  arable  land  in  Mill  Field,  in  the  parish  of  East  Markham, 
containing  1 a .Or.  15p.  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Empson,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  the  rent  of  2/.  5s.  per  annum. 

3.  A small  field,  now  a garden,  in  Mill  Hill,  in  the  Parish  of  Tuxford, 
containing  1a.  Or.  39  p.  in  the  occupation  of  William  White,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  the  rent  of  1 /.  1 s.  per  annum. 

All  the  above  are  fair  rents. 

These  lands  appear  to  have  been  allotted  under  the  several  inclosure  acts  for 
the  parishes  of  Tuxford,  East  Markham,  and  West  Markham,  but  it  is  not 
known  from  what  source  the  lands  were  derived  in  respect  of  which  those  allot- 
ments were  made. 

The  half-yearly  rents  of  the  lands  at  East  and  West  Markham  are  received  on 
the  Friday  before  Whitsunday,  and  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  respectively,  and  are 
distributed  at  the  church  on  those  days  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens, 
amongst  the  poorest  people  of  the  parish,  in  small  sums  proportioned  to 
the  numbers  of  their  families.  The  rent  of  the  garden  at  Tuxford  is  paid 
yearly  on  the  first-mentioned  day,  and  20  s.  worth  of  penny  loaves  are  then  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  poor,  the  remaining  1 s.  being  added  to  the  rents  given  at 
the  same  time.  It  is  supposed  that  this  bread  is  distributed  in  respect  of  the 
interest  of  a sum  of  20/.  given  to  the  poor  of  West  Markham  by  John  Minnett 
in  1758,  as  appears  by  an  inscription  on  his  tomb. 

Miller’s  Charitv. 

Miller’s  Charity.  By  Indenture,  bearing  date  23d  August  1776,  (as  appears  from  an  attested 
copy  thereof  produced  to  us,)  between  John  Kirke,  esquire,  of  the  one  part, 
and  Edmund  Kirke  and  John  Bright,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that  Richard 
Miller,  about  the  year  1 721,  deposited  in  the  hands  of  John  Kirke,  esquire, 
deceased,  200/.,  with  the  intent  that  after  the  deaths  of  Joshua  Burton  and 
Mary,  his  wife,  the  same  should  be  invested  in  such  manner  as  that  a clear 
perpetual  annuity  of  81.  should  be  thereby  secured  for  the  benefit  of  a school- 
master for  the  purposes  thereinafter  mentioned ; and  reciting,  that  the  said 
Joshua  and  Mary  Burton  died  before  1734,  and  that  John  Kirke  had  appointed 
Thomas  Hempsall,  deceased,  to  be  master  of  the  said  school,  and  died  without 
investing  the  said  sum  of  200/. ; and  that  by  virtue  of  his  will,  bearing  date 
3d  October  1747,  the  said  sum  became  a charge  on  his  real  estate  at  East 
Markham,  thereby  devised  to  his  eldest  son  William  Kirke,  then  also  deceased, 
father  of  the  said  John  Kirke,  party  thereto,  who,  on  the  death  of  the  said 
Thomas  Hempsall  appointed  his  son  Thomas  Hempsall  to  the  said  office, 
who  was  then  in  the  enjoyment  thereof ; and  that  the  said  William  Kirke  also 
died  without  investing  the  said  200/.  ; and  that  the  real  estates  in  East  Mark- 
ham of  the  said  John  Kirke  had  by  virtue  of  the  will  of  the  said  William 
Kirke,  deceased,  bearing  date  29th  April  1773,  come  to  the  said  John  Kirke, 
party  thereto,  in  fee  simple,  charged  by  the  will  of  the  said  John  Kirke, 
deceased,  with  the  payment  of  the  said  200/.,  and  that  the  said  schoolmasters 
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had  received  all  interest  due  on  the  said  sum  up  to  Lady-day  then  last ; and  West  Markham. 

reciting,  that  the  said  John  Kirke,  party  thereto,  was  desirous  that  the  charitable  

intentions  of  the  said  Richard  Miller  should  be  executed,  and  for  that  purpose 

that  such  annuity  as  aforesaid  should  be  secured,  and  the  trusts  declared,  so  s,  ‘ / 

that  the  charity  might  be  kept  up  for  ever ; and  that  he  had  agreed  with  the 

said  Edmund  Kirke  and  John  Bright,  executors  of  the  will  of  the  said  William 

Kirke,  deceased,  to  grant  to  them  and  their  heirs  a clear  annuity  of  8/.  for 

ever,  to  be  issuing  out  of  the  hereditaments  thereinafter  described,  in  discharge 

of  all  other  the  real  estates  of  the  said  John  Kirke  party  thereto,  or  late  of  the 

said  William  Kirke,  deceased,  on  the  trusts  thereby  declared  : It  was  witnessed, 

that  in  consideration  of  the  said  sum  of  200/.  the  said  John  Kirke  granted  to 

the  said  Edmund  Kirke  and  John  Bright,  and  their  heirs,  an  annual  rent  of 

SI.  without  deduction,  to  be  issuing  out  of  a capital  messuage  or  mansion-house 

situate  in  East  Markham,  with  the  yards,  gardens,  &c.  thereto  belonging,  and 

the  several  closes  situate  in  East  Markham  called  the  Homestead,  the  Ellyard, 

the  Marsh,  and  the  Mallions,  with  the  appurtenances,  payable  quarterly,  with 

power  of  distress  in  case  the  rent  should  be  unpaid  for  21  days  ; and  it  was 

declared  that  the  said  annual  rent  was  granted  to  the  said  Edmund  Kirke  and 

John  Bright,  and  their  heirs,  on  trust,  that  they  should  permit  the  same  to  be 

received,  or  pay  the  same  to  the  person  who  should  be  appointed  by  virtue  of 

the  said  deed  to  be  the  master,  for  teaching  a school  within  the  parish  of  West 

Markham,  for  the  careful  instruction  of  all  the  children,  both  male  and  female, 

of  the  poorest  sort  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  parish  of  West  Markham  and 

Milton,  in  reading  the  English  tongue,  and  in  writing,  and  the  principles  of  the 

Church  of  England,  provided  that  every  future  master  should  be  appointed  by 

writing  under  the  hand  of  the  said  John  Kirke,  party  thereto,  his  heirs  or 

assigns,  owners  of  the  capital  messuage  in  East  Markham  aforesaid,  in  case  such 

appointment  should  be  made  within  three  calendar  months  after  the  demise  or 

removal  of  the  former  master,  but  if  no  such  appointment  should  be  made 

within  that  time  then  by  the  rector  of  West  Markham  for  the  time  being, 

provided  that  the  said  master  for  the  time  being  should  be  subject  to  be  visited, 

and  for  good  and  reasonable  cause  removed  from  his  said  office  by  the  said  John 

Kirke,  party  thereto,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  owners  of  the  said  capital  messuage, 

such  removal  to  be  made  by  some  notice  in  writing,  signed  by  the  person 

ordering  the  same,  and  delivered  to  the  master,  or  fixed  upon  the  door  of  the 

school-house,  specifying  the  cause  of  such  removal,  and  the  time  when  it  should 

take  effect,  from  which  time  every  said  master  should  be  divested  of  his  office  ; 

provided  also,  that  no  master  should  have  any  title  to  the  said  annual  rent 

until  he  should  have  subscribed  his  assent  to  all  the  provisions  contained  in  the 

said  deed,  and  his  agreement  to  abide  by  the  same  on  his  part. 

At  the  foot  of  this  attested  copy  there  is  an  acknowledgment,  signed  by 
Edmund  Kirke,  dated  4th  September  1776,  that  the  original  deed  was  in  his 
custody,  and  that  another  original  deed  was  in  the  hands  of  his  nephew  John 
Kirke. 

The  above-mentioned  rentcharge  of  81.  is  now  paid  by  William  Kirke,  esq., 
the  owner  of  the  estate  at  East  Markham,  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  1776, 
to  Thomas  Hempsall,  by  whom  we  are  informed  that  on  the  death  of  his 
father,  about  15  years  ago,  who  had  held  the  offices  of  schoolmaster  and  clerk 
of  this  parish  53  years,  he  was  appointed  by  the  vicar  of  West  Markham  to  those 
offices. 

He  also  states  that  he  occupies  a small  farm,  and  that  he  has  never  taught 
the  children  personally,  but  that  they  were  taught  by  his  mother  until  her 
death,  which  took  place  about  four  years  ago,  and  that  his  younger  brother, 
who  resides  in  his  house  and  is  boarded  by  him,  now  instructs  in  reading  and 
writing,  and  the  Church-catechism,  as  many  children  of  poor  persons  of  this 
parish,  (of  which  Milton  is  a hamlet,)  as  are  sent  to  him  for  that  purpose,  the 
average  number  of  children  thus  taught  free  of  expense  being  about  15.  This 
mode  of  performing  the  duties  of  schoolmaster  by  deputy  does  not  appear  to 
be  correct. 
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PARISH  OF  MATTERSEA. 


Mattersea. 

Nettleship’s 

Charity. 


Nettleship  Charity. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  26th  July  1742,  between  Edmund  Nettleship,  of 
the  one  part,  and  the  Rev.  John  Ludlam,  of  Mattersea,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Hurst, 
of  Clayworth,  and  the  Rev.  John  Foss,  of  Everton,  of  the  other  part ; it  was 
j witnessed,  that  the  said  Edmund  Nettleship  had  paid  to  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part  140/.,  on  trust,  to  lay  out  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  lands  in  the 
county  of  Nottingham,  to  be  vested  in  them  and  their  heirs,  the  clear  rents  and 
profits  thereof  to  be  paid  to  a schoolmaster  for  instructing  at  a school  to  be  kept 
at  Mattersea  seven  poor  boys  in  writing,  reading  and  arithmetic,  to  be  chosen 
out  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  parish  by  the  said  Edmund  Nettleship  during  his 
life,  and  afterwards  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  Mattersea ; and  on 
further  trust,  until  they  could  make  such  purchase,  to  put  out  the  money  at 
interest  on  landed  security,  and  apply  the  interest  to  the  uses  above  mentioned ; 
and  on  further  trust,  from  time  to  time  to  nominate  a schoolmaster  to  instruct 
the  said  seven  poor  boys  ; and  on  further  trust,  that  the  incumbent  or  curate  of 
Mattersea  should  never  be  appointed  schoolmaster ; and  that  on  every  nomi- 
nation of  a schoolmaster  the  trustees  should  retain  205.,  to  be  equally  divided 
amongst  them  for  their  trouble  in  choosing  a master  j and  that  the  ministers  of 
the  parishes  of  Mattersea,  Clayworth,  and  Everton  should  at  all  times  be  trustees 
of  the  said  charity. 

The  above-mentioned  sum  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  4-per-cent  an- 
nuities, and  an  addition  to  that  stock  was  made  with  some  arrears  of  interest, 
which  were  recovered  by  the  Rev.  William  Tiffin  on  his  succeeding  to  the  in- 
cumbency of  the  parish  about  12  years  ago. 

The  stock  now  belonging  to  the  charity  consists  of  248/.  105.  7 d.,  3f  per- 
cents, standing  in  the  names  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Henry  Shepherd,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Evans,  and  the  Rev.  William  Tiffin.  The  dividends,  amounting  to 
8/.  135.  10c?.  per  annum,  are  paid  to  a schoolmaster  of  Mattersea  for  instructing, 
gratuitously,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  seven  poor  boys  of  that  parish, 
selected  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens ; the  schoolmaster  has  other  scholars, 
for  whose  instruction  he  is  paid  by  their  parents,  and  the  trustees  have  left  the 
appointment  of  the  master  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish. 


PARISH  OF  MISSON. 

School. 

Misson.  By  an  Act  passed  in  33  Geo.  2,  for  dividing  and  allotting  the  common 

School  grounds  and  open  fields  in  the  township  and  parish  of  Misson  in  the  counties 

of  Nottingham  and  Lincoln,  it  is  recited,  that  51.  yearly  had  from  time  imme- 
morial been  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Misson  for  instructing  six  poor  children 
thereof  to  read ; besides  which,  the  school-house  had  been  kept  in  repair  at  the 
expense  of  the  parish,  which  with  the  said  salary  had  been  charged  on  some 
small  parcels  of  arable  land,  and  part  of  the  town-meadows,  over  and  above 
coals  and  turf  usually  allowed  yearly  to  such  schoolmaster  ; and  it  was  enacted, 
that  the  commissioners  should  allot  to  the  said  schoolmaster  and  his  successors 
such  parcels  of  land  in  the  said  town-meadows  as  should  be  equal  in  value  to 
the  said  annual  payment  and  allowances  on  an  average  of  seven  years  preceding 
the  making  of  such  allotment ; and  that  from  the  execution  of  the  award  the 
inhabitants  and  all  the  lands  in  the  parish  should  be  discharged  from  the  said 
annual  payment  and  allowances,  but  that  the  school-house  should  continue  to  be 
repaired  as  theretofore. 

The  Commissioners  under  this  Act  by  their  first  award,  bearing  date 
13th  February  1762,  relating  to  the  common  grounds,  allotted  to  the  school- 
master of  Misson  and  his  successors  a parcel  of  land  in  the  town-meadows, 
in  one  plot,  containing  32  acres,  situate  in  Ruffam  Carr,  and  bounded  as  therein 
mentioned,  and  they  adjudged  such  allotment  to  be  equal  in  value  to  the 
above-mentioned  salary  and  allowances,  which  on  an  average  of  seven  years 
amounted  to  SI.  per  annum  ; and  they  declared  that  the  said  allotment  was  set 
out  to  the  schoolmaster  in  lieu  of  all  such  annual  payments  and  allowances, 

except 
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except  for  the  reparations  of  the  said  school-house,  which  was  to  be  repaired  in 
manner  to  be  thereafter  directed  by  their  next  award  intended  to  be  made  of 
the  fields  and  field-meadows. 

The  said  commissioners,  by  their  subsequent  award  relating  to  the  open  fields, 
bearing  date  11th  June  1762,  awarded  that  a piece  of  land  called  the  Hagg  Hill, 
containing  10a.  3r.  39  p.,  parcel  of  the  Farr  Field  of  Misson,  should  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  purposes  of  getting  sand  and  gravel,  and  other  materials  for 
repairing  the  public  and  private  roads  within  the  said  township  and  parish,  and 
for  the  use  of  all  the  proprietors  of  estates  in  Misson,  and  of  their  respective 
tenants ; and  they  directed  that  the  said  parcel  of  land,  subject  to  the  right  of 
getting  materials  before  mentioned,  and  also  a parcel  of  land  at  the  west  end  of 
the  town  of  Misson,  near  Butfield  Gate,  and  abutting  on  the  Bawtry  road  by 
the  side  of  the  Mill  Field  on  the  north,  and  all  other  parcels  of  the  said  open 
fields  not  thereby  allotted  to  any  particular  persons,  should  be  vested  in  Jonathan 
Acklom  and  Thomas  Cripps,  esqs.,  and  in  John  Ella,  the  then  vicar,  and  in  all 
future  vicars  of  Misson  for  the  time  being,  on  trust,  to  let  the  herbage  and  crop 
of  the  said  pieces  of  land  so  vested  in  them,  and  apply  the  yearly  rents  thereof^ 
in  the  first  place,  in  the  constant  maintenance  and  necessary  reparation  of  the 
school-house  at  Misson  mentioned  in  the  said  Act,  and  afterwards  in  the  repa- 
ration and  maintenance  of  the  several  public  bridges,  banks,  drains,  sewers  and 
other  works  made  or  to  be  made  on  the  common-fields  and  meadows  of 
Misson,  and  of  all  private  roads  not  directed  by  the  award  to  be  repaired  by 
particular  persons ; and  that  in  case  of  the  death  of  either  of  the  lay-trustees, 
the  survivor  should  under  his  hand  and  seal  nominate  another  layman  to  act  as 
a trustee  along  with  such  survivor  and  the  vicar  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ; and 
that  in  case  of  the  death  of  both  of  the  lay-trustees  before  the  appointment  of 
a new  lay-trustee,  the  vicar  alone  for  the  time  being,  who  should  always  be  one 
of  the  said  trustees,  should  by  deed  under  his  hand  and  seal  nominate  two 
other  persons  to  be  lay-trustees  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

The  present  lay-trustees  of  these  lands  are  George  Cooke,  esq.  and  Viscount 
Althorpe,  the  latter  having  been  appointed  by  deed  in  18(26  by  George 
Cooke,  esq.  as  the  surviving  lay-trustee. 

The  plot  of  land  mentioned  in  the  first  award,  containing  32  acres,  is  divided 
into  six  fields,  which  are  in  the  occupation  of  six  yearly  tenants,  having  been 
let  to  them  by  Joshua  Moxon,  the  present  schoolmaster,  who  was  appointed 
by  the  trustees  of  the  allotted  lands  to  that  situation  in  1826,  at  good  rents, 
amounting  to  64/.  a year,  the  previous  rents  having  been  about  50/.  The  pre- 
ceding schoolmaster  was  appointed  by  the  trustees  of  the  same  lands  more  than 
40  years  ago. 

The  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being  has  been  accustomed  to  let  the  land  at 
his  discretion,  and  receive  the  rents. 

The  school-house  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  consists  of  only 
one  room,  is  situate  in  the  Church-yard,  and  is  kept  in  repair  out  of  the  rents 
of  the  piece  of  land  called  the  Hagg  Hill,  which  are  received  by  the  agent  of 
the  trustees.  The  parcel  of  land  at  the  west  end  of  the  town  specified  in 
the  awrard  is  an  open  green,  producing  no  rent. 

An  inscription  on  a stone  in  the  school-room  imports  that  Thomas  Mowbray 
and  John  Tinder  erected  it,  with  the  consent  of  the  town  of  Misson,  in  1693. 

In  respect  of  the  rents  of  the  school-lands,  the  master  instructs  six  poor 
children  of  the  parish,  appointed  by  the  trustees,  in  reading  and  arithmetic. 

Wood's  Gift. — By  Indenture,  bearing  date  27th  September  1757,  between 
John  Cridland,  of  the  one  part,  and  Richard  Hindley,  Thomas  Ward  the 
younger,  Thomas  Styring,  and  John  Boswell,  all  of  Misson,  of  the  other  part, 
reciting  that  William  JVood  had  many  years  before,  by  deed,  given  to  John 
Cridland,  deceased,  an  ancestor  of  the  above-named  John  Cridland,  and  to 
his  heirs,  137  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  Levels,  in  the  parish  of  Misson,  and 
in  the  parish  of  Wroot,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  subject  to  the  payment  of  20 s. 
yearly  to  the  school  of  Misson,  as  a consideration  for  the  schoolmaster  of  the 
said  school  for  the  time  being  instructing  two  poor  boys  of  the  parish  of  Misson 
to  read  and  write,  and  for  providing  books  for  the  said  two  boys  ; and  further 
reciting,  that  the  parishioners  of  Misson,  by  deed-poll,  bearing  even  date  with 
the  abstracted  deed,  had  released  to  the  said  John  Cridland,  party  thereto,  and 
his  heirs,  the  said  yearly  rentcharge,  in  consideration  of  his  granting  another 
yearly  rentcharge  of  the  same  value  out  of  the  land  thereinafter  mentioned,  the 
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said  John  Cridland,  party  thereto,  granted  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second 
part,  and  their  heirs,  a yearly  rent  of  205.  to  be  issuing  out  of  three  pieces  of 
arable-land  lying  in  the  stoney-hill  field  of  Misson,  containing  in  the  whole 
by  estimation  two  acres,  therein  particularly  described,  with  power  of  distress 
in  case  the  said  rent  should  be  in  arrear.  And  it  was  declared  that  the  said 
rent  was  granted  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  on  trust,  that  they 
should  pay  the  said  annual  sum  of  205.  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  said  school, 
for  his  instructing  such  two  poor  boys  of  the  said  parish  of  Misson  to  read 
and  write,  and  for  finding  them  books,  as  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part, 
and  their  heirs,  should  from  time  to  time  appoint. 

The  rentcharge  of  205.  is  now  paid  by  Thomas  Johnson,  as  the  proprietor  of 
a piece  of  land  called  the  Deep  Hole  Close,  containing  about  two  acres,  to  the 
schoolmaster,  who  in  respect  thereof  instructs  two  poor  children  of  the  parish 
appointed  by  Mr.  Johnson,  in  the  same  manner  as  those  before  mentioned. 

Annuity  of\Os. — In  1788,  a close  situate  in  the  Long  Ruffam,  in  the  Butt 
Field  of  Misson,  containing  ^ a.  hi.  30p.,  a piece  of  the  town-meadow, 
situate  in  Iluffam  Carr,  containing  3 a.  1 r.  and  a piece  of  meadow  or  pas- 
ture adjoining  to  the  last-mentioned  piece  in  the  Carr  Nabb  Oxgang,  in  the 
said  Butt  Field  meadows,  containing  2a.  1 r.  25 p.  were  conveyed  by  James 
Bellamy  to  William  Brown,  subject  to  the  yearly  sum  of  105.  payable  to  the 
schoolmaster  of  Misson  for  the  time  being,  in  respect  of  the  premises  thereby 
conveyed,  or  some  part  thereof. 

The  origin  of  this  annuity  is  not  known.  It  is  paid  by  Mr.  William  Brown, 
as  the  owner  of  the  two  pieces  of  land  last  mentioned  in  the  above  abstracted 
deed  to  the  schoolmaster,  who  in  respect  thereof  instructs  in  the  manner  above 
mentioned  one  poor  boy  of  the  parish,  appointed  by  Mr.  Brown. 

The  master  instructs  other  children  of  the  parish,  and  takes  boarders. 

We  cannot  but  remark  that  the  present  revenue  of  this  school  is  sufficient 
to  compensate  the  schoolmaster  for  teaching  a larger  number  of  free  children, 
and  it  appears  to  us  that  a stipulation  ought  to  have  been  made  by  the  trustees 
with  the  master  on  his  appointment  for  the  instruction  of  an  increased  number 
proportioned  to  the  amount  of  the  rents. 

Charities  of  Lee,  Thomas  Richardson,  Drury,  and  Hopperwhit. 

An  old  book  was  produced  to  us  which  had  lately  been  found  in  this  parish 
containing  entries  relating  to  the  following  charities  : 

An  entry,  dated  22d  May  1723,  states  that  5 /.  left  by  Hill  Lee , and  5 l. 
left  by  Thomas  Richardson,  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  were  on  that  day  paid  into 
the  hands  of  George  Hanson  and  William  Ellis,  then  townsmen,  towards  paying 
for  the  new  clock  ; and  that  the  10  5.  interest  due  to  the  poor  was  for  the  future 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  town-stock  by  the  then  townsmen  and  their  successors  in 
office. 

It  appears  from  an  entry  in  this  book  of  the  same  date  that  a sum  of 
61.  135.  4>d.,  left  by  Robert  Drury,  was  then  in  the  hands  of  Richard  St. 
Paul  and  Thomas  Ward,  each  having  a moiety  thereof  on  bond ; and  from 
another  entry  of  the  date  of  20th  May  1728,  that  a moiety  of  this  legacy  was 
paid  by  Richard  St.  Paul  to  the  then  townsmen,  for  which  they  and  their  succes- 
sors were  to  pay  interest  to  the  overseers  and  their  successors  for  the  use  of  the 
poor  ; and  from  a further  entry,  of  the  date  of  25th  May  1736,  that  the  other 
moiety  was  paid  by  Thomas  Ward  into  the  hands  of  the  townsmen,  and  that 
they  and  their  successors  were  to  pay  interest  to  the  overseers  for  the  use  of 
the  poor  yearly. 

A sum  of  2/.  also  appears  from  the  same  book  to  have  been  left  to  the 
poor  of  this  parish  by  William  Hopperwhit. 

It  does  not  appear  up  to  what  time  interest  on  any  of  the  above-mentioned 
sums  was  paid ; but  a meeting  of  the  parishioners  has  been  holden  since  the 
discovery  of  the  above-mentioned  old  book,  and  it  has  been  agreed  that  interest 
at  five-per-cent  shall  in  future  be  paid  on  18/.  135.  4<d.,  being  the  amount 
thereof  out  of  the  poors  rates,  and  distributed  to  the  poor. 

William  Richardson’s  Charity. 

It  appears  from  the  old  book  that  William  Richardson,  of  Everton,  left  105. 
per  annum  to  the  poor,  to  be  paid  on  St.  Thotnas’s-day  for  ever,  out  of  lands 
then  in  the  occupation  of  Edward  Boot,  of  Everton. 


This 
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This  annual  sum  of  105.  is  now  paid  by  Benjamin  Hobson,  the  tenant  under 
John  Walker,  esquire,  of  a farm  in  the  parish  of  Ever  ton.  It  is  received  by 
the  overseers,  and  has  hitherto  been  carried  to  their  general  account ; but  we 
apprehend  that  it  ought  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  poor. 

William  Hindley’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  the  old  book  that  William  Hindley  left  105.  a year  to  the  poor, 
to  be  paid  by  William  Thomson. 

Mr.  William  Grasby,  of  Misson,  produced  to  us  a conveyance,  bearing  date 
23d  October  1805,  from  John  Row  to  the  said  William  Grasby,  of  a meadow 
at  Misson,  containing  3 a.  3 r.  20 p.,  having  the  north  drain  towards  the  south, 
subject  to  the  payment  of  105.  a year  to  the  poor  of  this  parish. 

This  meadow  formerly  belonged  to  Thomas  Priest,  who  appears  from  the 
Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  to  have  paid,  at  that  time,  the  annuity  given 
by  William  Hindley. 

” Mr.  Grasby  has  been  accustomed  to  provide  bread  to  the  value  of  10  5. 
annually  at  Christmas,  and  to  distribute  it  in  small  loaves  amongst  the  poorest 
persons  of  the  parish  ; but  he  stated  that  he  was  willing  to  pay  the  annuity  to 
the  minister  and  parish-officers,  to  be  distributed  by  them. 

Mary  Hindley’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  the  old  parish-book  that  Mary  Hindley  gave  5 s.  per  annum, 
to  be  paid  by  Robert  Holbery.  The  amount  of  this  annuity  has  been  hitherto 
distributed  at  Christmas  in  bread  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  parish,  by  Miles 
Youden,  as  the  tenant  under  Mrs.  Jephson,  of  a house  and  about  nine  acres 
of  land  at  Misson ; but  it  is  proposed  that  it  shall  in  future  be  paid  to  the 
minister  and  parish-officers,  and  distributed  by  them. 

Richard  Hindley’s  Charity. 

An  entry  in  the  old  book,  purporting  to  be  signed  by  Richard  Hindley, 
states,  that  Richard  Hindley  gave  to  George  Hanson  and  William  Ellis,  then 
townsmen,  and  their  successors  in  office,  a rood  of  arable-land,  abutting  on  the 
South  Carr  in  the  east  field  near  Eastwood,  the  rents  thereof  to  be  bestowed  in 
penny  loaves  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  on  Christmas-day,  before  morning  prayer, 
for  ever. 

It  appears  from  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  that  the  income  of 
Richard  Hindley’s  gift  was  at  that  time  2 s.  6d. 

Nothing  is  now  known  of  this  rood  of  land.  The  description  in  the  old  book 
was  previous  to  the  Misson  inclosure. 


PARISH  OF  MISTERTON. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  MISTERTON. 

Clark’s  Charity. 

In  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  West  Burton,  in  a preceding 
part  of  this  Report,  we  have  stated  the  Will  of  William  Clark , bearing  date  in 
1621,  whereby  the  annual  sum  of  405.  was  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  persons 
who  should  enjoy  his  lands  in  Gainsborough,  Morton,  and  Walkrith,  in  Lin- 
colnshire, to  two  aged  and  poor  people  of  Misterton  and  Stockwith. 

In  respect  of  this  donation  two  annual  sums  of  195.  4 d.  (8  d.  being  de- 
ducted from  each  for  land-tax)  are  received  from  Mr.  Armstrong,  the  tenant 
under  Richard  Atkinson,  esquire,  of  an  estate  in  Walkrith.  The  former  is 
paid  to  a poor  widow  of  Misterton,  appointed  by  the  minister,  churchwardens 
and  overseers,  whose  husband  received  this  payment  during  his  life,  and  it  has 
been  continued  to  her  since  his  death.  The  application  of  the  latter  annual 
sum  will  be  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  West  Stockwith. 

Standering’s  Charity. 

Gregory  Standering,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  9th  March  1706,  gave  to  Ann 
Standering  two  closes  adjoining  to  the  Marsh,  for  her  life,  and  after  her  decease 
to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  poor  of  Misterton  for  ever,  to  be  disposed  of  by 
the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Misterton. 

The  two  closes  given  by  this  donor,  one  of  which  contains  about  two  acres, 
and  the  other  rather  more  than  1 £ acre,  consist  of  old  inclosed  meadow-land 
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Standering’s 

Charity, 

continued. 


in  Misterton,  adjoining  to  what  was  formerly  an  open  marsh.  They  are  in  the 
occupation  of  Joseph  Cooper,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  10/.  per  annum. 

The  year’s  rent,  which  becomes  due  at  Lady-day,  is  received  about  the  fol- 
lowing Martinmas  by  the  churchwardens,  and  is  immediately  afterwards  laid 
out  by  them  in  the  purchase  of  woollen  and  linen  cloth,  and  other  articles  for 
making  wearing  apparel,  which  are  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  amongst 
poor  persons  of  the  township.  On  an  appointed  day  in  September  the  poor 
apply  to  the  churchwardens  for  such  articles  of  clothing  as  they  are  in  need 
of,  and  a list  is  then  made  accordingly.  The  articles  are  purchased  as  far  as 
the  money  will  extend,  and  are  given  awray  on  or  soon  after  the  ensuing  New 
Year’s-day. 

A small  expense  of  Is.  6d.  or  2s.,  incurred  by  the  churchwardens  in  going 
to  Gainsborough  to  purchase  the  clothing,  is  paid  out  of  the  rents. 


Edlington’s  Charity. 

Edlington’s  Thomas  Edlington,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  9th  August  1729,  charged  his 

Charity.  estate  in  Laceby  (after  the  death  of  his  mother)  with  a charity  of  12s.  a year 
for  ever,  to  be  paid  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  Misterton  for  the 
time  being,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  on  the  first  Sunday  in  every  calendar 
month,  distribute  to  12  of  the  poorest  people  inhabiting  within  the  town  of  Mis- 
terton, receiving  no  collection  of  the  town,  a penny  loaf  a piece  ; and  he  also 
charged  his  said  Laceby  Estate  with  12s.  a year  for  ever,  to  be  paid  to  the 
minister  and  chapelwrarden  of  West  Stockwith  for  the  time  being,  to  buy 
bread  withal,  and  give  it  to  the  poor  of  Stockwith,  receiving  no  collection,  in  like 
manner  and  form  as  to  the  poor  of  Misterton. 

These  two  annual  sums  of  12s.  each  are  now  paid  by  Mr.  Robert  Cartwright, 
as  the  owner  of  a part  of  the  estate  charged  therewith,  in  the  parish  of  Laceby 
in  Lincolnshire. 

We  are  informed  that  the  estate  (formerly  Mr.  Edlington’s)  was  sold  in  lots, 
and  that  the  purchaser  of  one  lot,  of  which  Mr.  Robert  Cartwright  is  now  the 
owner,  engaged  by  the  terms  of  his  contract  to  pay  the  two  above-mentioned 
annual  sums  of  12s.  to  the  townships  of  Misterton  and  West  Stockwith. 

In  this  township  the  annual  sum  of  12s.  is  received  by  the  churchwardens, 
and  is  paid  to  a baker,  who  on  the  first  Sunday  in  every  calendar  month  pro- 
vides 12  penny  loaves,  which  are  distributed  at  Misterton  church  by  the 
churchwardens,  or  in  their  absence  by  the  parish-clerk. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  WEST  STOCKWITH. 

Clark’s  Charity. 

West  Stockwith.  The  annual  sum  of  19s.  4>d.  which  as  has  been  already  stated  in  the  above 

account  of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  Misterton  is  received  in  respect  of 

Clarks  chanty,  ^is  charity,  is  paid  to  a poor  man  of  West  Stockwith,  appointed  by  the  minister 
and  inhabitants  thereof. 


Huntington’s  Charity. 

Huntington’s  William  Huntington  of  West  Stockwith,  shipwright,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date 
Charity.  24th  August  1714,  gave  to  his  mother  Mary  Huntington  for  her  life,  all  his 
messuages,  lands  and  tenements  in  Gunhouse  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  and 
Misterton  and  West  Stockwith  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  the  house  wherein 
he  dwelt,  a close  called  the  Weake  Close,  a close  called  Soss,  and  an  acre  of 
meadow  in  Stockwith  Ings,  the  house  in  which  Thomas  Taylor  dwelt,  the  mes- 
suage in  the  holding  of  Thomas  Cary,  the  ship-yard  in  his  own  possession,  and 
the  house  therein  standing,  with  the  appurtenances,  excepted ; and  after  the 
decease  of  his  mother  he  gave  the  same  to  his  wife  Elizabeth  for  life,  if  she 
should  so  long  continue  his  widow.  And  he  also  gave  the  above-mentioned 
excepted  premises  to  his  wife  during  her  life  or  widowhood  ; and  after  her  death 
or  marriage  to  his  mother  for  life.  And  he  gave  to  William  Sampson  the 
younger,  Mathew  Sampson,  Thomas  Dawker,  and  Henry  Shaw,  all  of  Gains- 
borough, 740/ ; and  he  also  gave  to  them  and  their  heirs  (subject  to  the  above- 
mentioned  devises  to  his  mother  and  his  wife),  his  messuages,  lands,  &c.  situate 
in  Gunhouse  or  elsewhere,  which  he  had  lately  purchased  of  David  Kirkgarth, 
and  also  his  messuages,  lands,  &c.  in  Misterton  and  West  Stockwith,  on  trust, 
that  they  should  dispose  of  the  money  and  interest  for  the  performance  of  his 
will,  and  convey  the  said  premises  for  such  purposes  and  to  such  persons  as 
were  therein  directed.  And  he  appointed  that  the  interest  of  the  said  sum  of 

740/, 
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740/.  should  be  paid  to  his  mother  for  life  ; and  that  after  her  death  the  said  sum  West  Stockwith* 
should  be  continued  at  interest  until  the  death  or  marriage  of  his  wife  ; and  that  HuntirTton’s 
after  her  death  or  marriage  3001.  thereof  should  be  laid  out  in  building  a chapel  Chantv, 

of  ease,  in  his  said  ship-yard  in  West  Stockwith,  for  the  worship  of  God,  ac-  continued. 

cording  to  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England.  And  that  as  soon  as  the  v ^ 

said  chapel  was  built  and  consecrated,  the  said  William  Sampson,  and  the  other 
trustees  before  mentioned,  should  by  good  conveyance  settle  his  manor  of 
Gunhouse,  and  all  his  messuages,  lands,  &c.  in  the  town-fields  and  territories 
of  Gunhouse,  which  he  had  lately  purchased  of  the  said  David  Kirkgarth, 
and  also  his  messuage  or  tenement  in  West  Stockwith,  wherein  he  then  dwelt, 
with  the  gardens  and  out-houses  thereto  belonging,  and  his  close  in  West 
Stockwith  called  the  Soss  Close,  on  six  of  the  most  substantial  freeholders 
cohabiting  within  the  town  of  West  Stockwith,  and  their  heirs,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  a minister  of  the  Church  of  England  to  supply  the  said  chapel,  to  be 
chosen  by  such  six  freeholders,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  with  the  approbation 
of  his  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  such  of  them  as  should  be  living ; and 
that  such  minister  should  hold  the  same  for  life,  provided  that  he  should  preach 
once  every  Sunday,  and  read  prayers  both  morning  and  afternoon,  and  every 
Wednesday  and  Friday,  and  demean  himself  as  a minister  of  the  Church  of 
England  ought  to  do,  and  keep  all  the  said  buildings  in  good  repair,  and  the 
land  in  good  heart,  plight,  and  condition,  and  live  in  the  house  in  West  Stock- 
with wherein  he  (the  testator)  dwelt,  and  catechize  the  poor  children  once 
a month,  and  at  the  same  time  expound  the  Catechism  ; or  otherwise  that  he 
should  be  displaced,  and  another  elected  in  his  stead.  And  lie  directed  that  in 
such  conveyance  a clause  should  be  inserted,  that  in  case  any  of  the  said  six 
trustees  so  to  be  chosen  as  aforesaid  should  depart  this  life,  the  survivors  or  sur- 
vivor should  elect  such  other  freeholders  in  W est  Stockwith  to  make  up  that 
number,  and  settle  the  same  premises  by  deed  on  such  new  trustees,  and  their 
heirs,  thereby  giving  them  the  like  power,  so  that  the  number  of  trustees  might 
never  exceed  six.  And  he  directed  that  300 1.  more  of  the  7 40/.  should  by  the 
said  William  Sampson  and  the  other  trustees  be  expended  on  building  ten  small 
houses  in  his  said  ship-yard  round  about  the  chapel  for  the  use  of  the  widows 
of  poor  ship-carpenters  and  seamen  cohabiting  within  the  said  town  of  West 
Stockwith,  if  there  should  be  so  many  as  would  fill  them,  and  if  not,  those  that 
were  empty  to  be  let,  and  the  rents  to  go  to  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  rest  of 
the  poor  people  there  inhabiting,  and  for  the  repairs  of  the  said  houses,  which 
said  poor  people  he  directed  should  be  placed  in  the  houses  by  the  minister  of 
the  chapel,  and  such  six  freeholders  as  should  be  chosen  as  aforesaid,  or  the 
major  part  of  them.  And  he  directed  that  so  much  of  the  residue  of  the  said 
money  as  the  said  William  Sampson  and  others  should  think  convenient,  should 
be  laid  out  in  buying  a white  marble  tomb,  and  that  they  should  have  his 
effigy  there  cut  at  length,  and  placed  in  the  said  chapel  when  built,  with  an 
inscription  denoting  that  he  was  the  founder  of  the  chapel  and  the  hospital 
round  about  it.  And  as  to  the  residue  of  the  said  740/.  and  interest,  he  directed 
that  the  same  should  be  expended,  over  and  above  what  he  had  before  given, 
as  the  said  trustees  should  think  fit ; and  he  directed  as  well  the  said  almshouses 
to  be  built,  as  also  all  his  messuages  and  lands  situate  in  West  Stockwith  and 
Misterton  should  by  good  conveyance  be  settled  by  the  said  William  Sampson 
and  others  on  the  same  six  of  the  most  substantial  freeholders  in  West  Stock- 
with, and  their  heirs,  inserting  therein  such  a clause  as  before  mentioned,  in 
case  any  of  them  should  die,  (except  what  he  had  already  settled  for  the  use  of 
the  minister  of  the  said  chapel,)  to  such  use  as  was  therein  mentioned,  viz.  he 
directed  that  5 l.  per  annum  of  the  rent  thereof  should  be  paid  to  the  school- 
master in  West  Stockwith  half  yearly,  for  teaching  and  instructing  10  poor 
children  belonging  to  such  poor  widows  as  should  be  placed  in  his  almshouses, 
if  there  should  be  so  many,  and  if  not,  of  such  other  poor  people  living  in  the 
town  of  West  Stockwith  as  they  should  think  proper  ; and  that  out  of  the  rents 
of  the  last-mentioned  land  there  should  be  given  amongst  the  poor  of  West 
Stockwith,  not  cohabiting  in  the  said  almshouses,  twelve  pennyAvorth  of  bread 
every  Sunday,  and  that  the  residue  of  the  said  rents  and  profits  of  the  last- 
mentioned  lands  should  be  paid  yearly  amongst  such  poor  people  as  should 
dwell  in  the  said  almshouses;  at  quarterly  payments,  and  he  desired  that  the 
minister  of  the  said  chapel  should  be  aiding  and  assisting  therein ; and  he. 
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West  Stock  with,  directed  that  if  at  any  time  any  of  his  kinsfolk  (so  as  they  should  extend  no 
— — , farther  than  cousins  once  removed)  should  come  to  poverty,  they  might  be 
H Qiaifty  0 S admitted  to  dwell  in  the  almshouses,  and  receive  their  share  of  his  bounty  amongst 

continued.  the  rest,  and  that  such  should  be  displaced  to  make  room  for  them  as  his  trustees 

y.  ^ should  think  convenient. 

The  last  appointment  of  new  trustees  of  this  charity  took  place  in  1809. 
By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  15th  and  lGtn  June  in  that 
year,  made  between  William  Kelsey  and  Joseph  Birks,  of  Misterton,  and  William 
Newton,  of  West  Stockwith,  of  the  one  part,  and  Charles  Hemsworth,  James 
Green,  and  Robert  Steele,  all  of  West  Stockwith,  of  the  other  part,  after  reciting 
the  will  of  the  said  William  Huntington,  and  that  by  a decree  in  Chancery, 
made  in  1722,  in  a cause  wherein  William  Steele  and  William  Forster,  two  of 
the  inhabitants  of  West  Stockwith,  were  plaintiffs,  and  Francis  Fretwell  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  late  widow  and  executrix  of  the  said  William  Huntington 
and  others,  and  the  four  trustees  mentioned  in  the  will,  were  defendants,  it  was 
decreed,  that  the  charities  mentioned  in  the  said  will  should  be  established  ; 
that  the  trustees  should  apply  to  the  ordinary  of  the  diocese  to  have  the  said 
chapel  consecrated,  and  that  after  the  consecration  thereof1  theyr  should  convey 
the  premises  mentioned  in  the  will  to  six  freeholders  of  West  Stockwith,  in 
trust,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  a minister  to  supply  the  said  chapel,  as  directed 
by  the  said  will ; and  that  the  said  six  freeholders,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  major  part  of  the  trustees,  were  to  have  the  election 
of  such  minister ; and  that  when  the  almshouses  should  be  built  the  trustees 
should  convey  the  almshouses,  and  charity-lands  thereto  belonging,  to  the  same 
six  freeholders,  on  the  trusts  of  the  said  will ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  devisees 
had,  by  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  24th  and  25th  Septem- 
ber 1722,  conveyed  to  William  Steele  and  five  other  persons  therein  mentioned, 
being  principal  freeholders  of  West  Stockwith,  and  their  heirs,  the  premises  in 
Gunhouse,  and  the  messuage  wherein  the  testator  lived,  and  the  Soss  Close,  for 
the  benefi t of  a minister  to  supply  the  said  chapel  ; and  that  by  other  Inden- 
tures of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  30th  and  3 1st  July  1735,  the  said 
William  Sampson  and  Henry  Shaw,  the  surviving  devisees,  had  conveyed  to  the 
said  William  Steele  and  three  others,  being  the  survivors  of  the  said  six  free- 
holders, and  their  heirs,  the  said  ten  almshouses,  and  the  residue  of  the  testator’s 
messuages  and  lands  in  West  Stockwith  and  Misterton,  not  comprised  in  the 
settlement  before  made,  for  the  use  of  the  minister  of  the  chapel,  subject  to  the 
trusts  contained  in  the  said  will  relating  thereto  ; and  reciting  certain  inden- 
tures of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  27th  and  28th  February  1767,  being 
a conveyance  of  all  the  above-mentioned  premises  to  new  trustees  ; and  reciting 
other  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  24th  and  25th  November 
1789,  in  which  it  was  recited,  that  since  the  preceding  trust-deed  an  Act  had 
been  passed  for  inclosing  the  open  fields  of  the  parish  of  Misterton,  and  that 
by  the  award  made  by  the  commissioners  under  that  Act  divers  parcels  of  land 
in  West  Stockwith  had  been  allotted  to  the  then  trustees  in  lieu  of  all  their 
right  in  the  commons  and  waste-grounds  in  West  Stockwith  and  Misterton,  and 
that  other  parcels  of  land  had  been  thereby  allotted  to  the  minister  of  the  said 
chapel  and  his  successors  in  satisfaction  of  all  his  rights  in  the  said  commons  and 
waste  grounds,  and  such  allotments  were  thereby  conveyed,  with  the  original 
trust-premises,  to  the  new  trustees : It  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  W illiam  Kelsey 
and  others,  of  the  first  part,  conveyed  to  the  said  Charles  Hemsworth  and  others, 
of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  all  the  said  premises  situate  in  Gunhouse, 
and  the  messuage  in  West  Stockwith  wherein  the  testator  dwelt,  with  the  gar- 
dens and  out-houses  thereto  belonging,  and  the  Soss  Close,  and  the  ten  alms- 
houses, and  all  the  residue  of  the  testator’s  messuages,  lands,  and  tenements  in 
West  Stockwith  and  Misterton,  and  the  said  allotments,  on  the  following  trusts, 
viz.  as  to  the  premises  situate  in  Gunhouse,  and  the  messuage  in  West  Stock- 
with wherein  the  testator  dwelt,  and  the  Soss  Close,  and  the  several  allotments 
made  in  respect  thereof  for  the  use  of  the  minister  of  the  chapel  of  West  Stock- 
with, and  his  heirs,  duly  elected  by  the  trustees,  subject  to  the  directions 
declared  concerning  the  same  by  the  testator’s  will ; and  as  to  the  said  ten  alms- 
houses, and  the  residue  of  the  premises  above  mentioned,  and  the  allotments 
made  in  respect  thereof,  on  the  trusts  and  for  the  purposes  in  the  said  will 
expressed  concerning  the  same,  provided  that  when  one  or  more  of  the  said 

trustees 
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trustees  should  die  the  survivors  should  elect  one  or  more  substantial  freeholders 
inhabiting  within  the  town  of  West  Stockwith  to  make  up  six  trustees  in  num- 
ber with  the  remaining  trustees,  and  should  convey  the  trust-premises  accord- 
ingly on  the  trusts  aforesaid,  and  so  from  time  to  time  as  often  as  any  of  the 
trustees  should  happen  to  die,  to  the  intent  that  the  trust-estates  might  not  at 
any  time  come  to  or  vest  in  the  hands  of  the  heirs  of  any  single  surviving 
trustee. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  first  branch  of  this  charity,  which  was  given 
to  provide  for  the  residence  and  maintenance  of  a minister  of  the  Church  of 
England  to  perform  the  services  specified  in  the  donor’s  will  in  the  chapel 
which  he  directed  to  be  built,  and  which  was  built  accordingly,  consists  of 

1.  A house  at  West  Stockwith,  with  out-buildings  and  a garden,  and  a close 
containing  about  six  acres,  in  the  occupation  of  the  Rev.  William  Adamthwaite, 
the  present  minister  of  the  chapel,  who  was  appointed  by  the  trustees  of  this 
charity. 

2.  A farm-house  and  out-buildings,  and  61a.  2*.  27  p.  of  land  at  Gunhouse, 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  with  15  acres  of  common  pasture,  in  the  occupation  of 
George  Fowler,  as  tenant  to  Mr.  Adamthwaite  as  minister,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  180/.  Mr.  Adamthwaite  states  that  on  his  appointment  he  expended  about 
300/.  in  the  repairs  and  improvement  of  the  minister’s  house  ; and  that  he  has 
expended  about  130  /.  in  building  a new  barn,  and  in  improvements  of  the  farm- 
house and  premises  at  Gunhouse.  He  also  states  that  the  full  church-service, 
with  a sermon,  is  performed  at  the  chapel  on  Sundays,  but  that  there  is  no 
service  on  Wednesdays  or  Fridays  for  want  of  a congregation. 

The  expenses  of  repairing  the  chapel  have  been  defrayed  by  the  trustees  out 
of  the  rents  received  by  them  in  respect  of  the  second  branch  of  the  charity ; 
but  the  donor’s  will  contains  no  authority  to  dispose  of  any  part  of  the  income 
thereof  in  such  repairs,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  his  intention  that  the  two 
branches  should  be  kept  distinct  from  each  other.  By  the  will,  after’the  direc- 
tions for  the  application  of  300/.  in  the  building  of  the  chapel,  and  the  devises 
of  the  messuage  and  lands  at  Gunhouse,  and  the  house  and  close  at  West 
Stockwith  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  minister,  it  was  provided  (as  one  of 
the  conditions  on  which  the  minister  was  to  hold  his  situation)  that  he  should 
“ keep  all  the  said  buildings  in  good  repair,”  and  it  is  an  important  question, 
whether,  in  thus  referring  to  “ all  the  said  buildings,”  he  did  uot  intend  to 
include  the  chapel  directed  to  be  built.  As  no  other  fund  was  provided  for 
those  repairs,  we  incline  to  think  that  this  must  have  been  his  intention.  It 
is  urged  on  the  part  of  the  minister,  that  neither  he  or  his  predecessors  have 
ever  been  subjected  to  the  repairs  of  the  chapel,  and  that  if  the  minister  were 
held  liable  to  do  them  his  income  might  in  some  years  be  so  much  impoverished 
as  that  he  would  be  without  support.  We  apprehend,  however,  that  the  incon- 
venience which  might  arise  from  the  diminution  of  the  minister’s  income  cannot 
authorize  the  trustees  to  apply  to  these  repairs  any  part  of  the  income  received 
by  them,  and  appropriated  by  the  donor  to  the  other  purposes  specified  in 
the  will. 

It  appears  from  the  accounts  of  the  trustees,  relating  to  the  second  branch  of 
this  charity,  that  in  1801,  and  in  several  previous  years,  sums  were  received  for 
the  rents  of  pews  in  the  chapel,  the  amount  of  which  receipts  in  1790  and  1791 
was  more  than  8/.  per  annum,  and  in  the  subsequent  years  about  4/.  4 s.  per 
annum  on  an  average.  We  are  informed  that  the  pews  were  thus  let  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  a fund  for  the  repairs  of  the  chapel  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  late  Mr.  Serjeant  Hill,  in  an  opinion  (which  we  have  not  seen,)  given  on  a 
case  laid  before  him  as  to  the  construction  of  the  above-mentioned  clause  of 
the  donor’s  will.  It  is  said  that  the  plan  of  letting  the  pews  failed,  as  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  township  were  unwilling  to  pay  rent  for  them,  under  the  impres- 
sion that  it  was  the  donor’s  intention  that  the  chapel  should  be  free  to  all 
persons.  During  the  period  that  the  trustees  received  the  pew-rents  it  was 
proper  that  they  should  pay  for  the  repairs  of,  or  other  matters  relating  to,  the 
chapel  to  the  amount  of  such  receipts,  but  that  period  appears  from  the  accounts 
to  have  ceased  in  1801. 
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The  following  is  a rental  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  second  branch  of 
the  charity  : 


Where  situate. 

T E N A N T S. 

TENEMENT  S. 

RENT. 

I.  Misterton 

James  Faram  - 

| 

a cottage,  barn,  and  about  12  a.  or) 

£.  s.  d. 

land  - - - - - -J 

24  - - 

2.  West  Stockwith 

Robert  Flower 

a house,  barn,  and  about  16  a.  of  land 

40  - - 

3.  - Ditto 

Francis  W indie 

a close,  containing  about  7 a. 

15  - - 

4.  - Ditto 

John  Crosby  - 

a close,  containing  about  3 a. 

12  12  - 

5.  - Ditto 

Matthew  Moody 

a cottage  - 

5 - - 

6.  - Ditto 

Thomas  Holdsworth  - 

a cottage,  stable,  and  small  garden  - 

7 - - 

7.  - Ditto 

Joseph  Casey  - 

a cottage  - 

5 - - 

8.  - Ditto 

William  Farr  - 

a cottage  - 

2 - - 

£. 

11012  - 

All  the  tenants  hold  the  premises  in  their  respective  occupations  from  year 
to  year.  The  rents  are  stated  to  be  of  fair  amount,  except  that  of  the  premises 
comprised  in  No.  1,  in  the  rental,  which  are  considered  to  be  worth  a somewhat 
higher  rent,  but  James  Faram,  the  occupier  thereof,  is  of  a very  advanced 
age,  and  has  been  a long  time  tenant  of  the  property.  In  1822  the  rent  of 
No.  4,  in  the  rental  was  lowered  from  14/.  to  12/.  125.,  that  of  No  5,  from  61. 
to  5 /.,  and  that  of  No.  7,  from  5 /.  10  s.  to  5 /.,  and  for  that  year  and  the  year 
following  allowances  were  made  to  the  other  tenants  at  the  rate  of  10  per-cent 
on  their  rents. 

The  three  trustees  newly  appointed  by  the  deed  of  1809,  viz.  Charles  Hems- 
worth,  James  Green,  and  Robert  Steele,  are  still  living.  William  Kelsey,  the 
last  survivor  of  the  old  trustees,  mentioned  in  that  deed,  has  died  very  lately, 
and  since  the  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  hereinafter  mentioned  took 
place.  Mr.  liemsworth,  who  now  lives  at  East  Stockwith,  has  since  1812 
acted  as  treasurer  of  the  charity,  and  has  latterly  had  the  sole  management  of 
it,  having  been  the  only  trustee  resident  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
West  Stockwith. 

In  1827  an  information  was  filed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  by  the  Attorney- 
General,  at  the  relation  of  William  Walton,  of  West  Stockwith,  in  which 
(among  other  things)  it  was  stated,  as  to  the  trustees  who  were  parties  to  the 
last  deed  of  1809,  that  William  Newton  and  Joseph  Birks  had  died  several 
years  ago  ; that  William  Kelsey  and  James  Green  had  been  declared  bankrupts, 
and  were  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court;  that  Robert  Steele  resided  at 
Leeds,  being  48  miles  distant  from  West  Stockwith  ; and  that  Charles  Hems 
worth  had  been  for  many  years  the  only  acting  trustee  ; that  he  was  nearly 
80  years  of  age,  and  had  mismanaged  the  property  ; that  application  had  been 
made  to  him  by  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  relator  to  elect  or  join  in  electing 
proper  trustees,  not  exceeding  six,  including  himself,  the  said  Charles  Hems- 
worth,  but  that  he  had  refused  to  comply  with  such  applications  ; that  part  of 
the  charity-lands  had  been  sold,  and  the  money  received  for  the  same  misap- 
plied by  the  trustees  ; that  the  residue  of  the  rents  of  the  lands  had  not  been 
paid  according  to  the  trusts  of  the  donor’s  will  amongst  the  poor  people 
dwelling  in  the  almshouses  ; that  in  1809  the  ten  amshouses  were  occupied 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  testator  by  the  widows  of  poor  ship-carpen- 
ters and  seamen  cohabiting  within  the  town  of  West  Stockwith  ; and  that  since 
that  time  when  any  of  the  widows  had  died  there  had  been  a sufficient  number 
of  such  widows  who  ought  to  have  been  admitted  into  the  almshouses,  but 
that  the  trustees  had  not  allowed  them  to  enter  into  the  vacant  houses,  and 
that  the  same  had  not  been  occupied  or  let  as  in  the  will  was  mentioned  ; that 
some  of  the  almshouses  were  occupied  by  persons  not  entitled  fo  the  benefit 
thereof,  and  particularly  by  Thomas  Brooks  and  Susannah  Catley,  who  were 
relations  of  the  said  Charles  Hemsworth  ; that  the  said  Charles  Hemsworth 
had  refused  to  come  to  any  account  respecting  the  charity-funds,  or  to  elect 
any  trustees,  or  to  admit  any  other  widows  of  ship-carpenters  or  seamen  co- 
habiting in  West  Stockwith,  to  the  benefit  of  the  almshouses  ; and  that  on 
24th  June  1826,  notice  had  been  given  to  him  by  the  relator’s  solicitor,  that  if  he 
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and  the  remaining  trustees  did  not  within  one  month  choose  new  trustees  in 
pursuance  of  the  testator’s  will,  a bill  in  Chancery  would  be  filed  against  him  to 
compel  him  thereto.  And  it  was  prayed  that  the  said  Charles  Hemsworth, 
Robert  Steele,  William  Kelsey,  and  James  Green,  might  be  discharged  from 
being  trustees  to  the  charity ; that  directions  might  be  given  by  the  court  for 
the  choice  of  six  substantial  freeholders  of  West  Stockwith  as  trustees  ; that 
an  account  might  be  taken  of  all  sums  received  by  the  trustees,  and  the  ap- 
plication thereof ; that  a receiver  might  be  appointed  to  receive  the  rents  until 
the  appointment  of  trustees  ; and  that  a scheme  for  the  future  appropriation 
of  the  charity-property  might  be  settled  by  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  court. 

The  above-mentioned  Charles  Hemsworth,  by  his  answer,  filed  in  July  1827* 
submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  court  whether  new  trustees  ought  to  be 
appointed ; and  he  stated  (amongst  other  things)  that  he  had  seen  the  said 
James  Green  at  West  Stockwith  in  April  1827,  after  the  filing  of  the  informa- 
tion ; and  that  the  said  William  Kelsey  was  then  resident  at  Sandhill,  near 
Doncaster;  that  the  said  Charles  Hemsworth  had  been,  since  the  said  William 
Kelsey  and  James  Green  left  West  Stockwith  (being  between  five  and  six  years) 
and  still  was,  the  only  acting  trustee,  and  that  he  was  of  the  age  of  74  years ; 
and  he  denied  that  he  had  mismanaged  the  property ; and  he  admitted  that 
applications  as  to  the  appointment  of  new  trustees  had  been  made  by  and  on 
behalf  of  the  relator,  as  mentioned  in  the  information,  but  that  he  had  not 
complied  therewith,  not  being  empowered,  without  the  concurrence  of  his  co- 
trustees, to  nominate  new  trustees,  or  make  a valid  conveyance  of  the  charity- 
property  : That  he  had  been  informed,  that  about  40  years  ago,  in  making  the 
Chesterfield  canal  through  West  Stockwith  into  the  river  Trent,  the  proprietors 
of  that  canal  had  cut  through  a part  of  the  charity-lands,  and  in  consideration 
thereof  had  paid  100/.  to  William  Walton,  deceased,  then  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  charity,  but  the  defendant  could  not  set  forth  in  what  manner  the  said 
William  Walton  had  applied  the  same ; and  that  no  other  part  of  the  charity- 
lands  had  been  sold ; and  he  stated  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  substantial 
freeholders  of  West  Stockwith  ; and  that  he  left  West  Stockwith  about  five  years 
ago,  and  had  since  resided  at  East  Stockwith,  which  was  separated  from  West 
Stockwith  only  by  the  river  Trent,  and  that  his  dwelling-house  was  not  more 
than  200  yards  from  the  said  chapel  and  almshouses,  and  that  he  then  was  and 
had  always  been  ready  to  join  with  his  co-trustees  in  appointing  new  trustees; 
and  he  further  stated  that  the  schoolmaster  then  instructed  ten  poor  children  of 
poor  inhabitants  legally  settled  at  West  Stockwith,  none  of  the  widows  in  the 
almshouses  having  any  children  to  be  educated  ; and  that  the  schoolmaster  had 
received  from  the  defendant  the  yearly  sum  of  10/.  since  1813,  and  that  pre- 
viously to  that  time  he  had  received  the  yearly  sum  of  9 /•  4 s.  out  of  the  rents 
of  the  charity-property  ; that  from  June  1809  to  October  1809  there  were  five 
widows  in  the  almshouse;  from  October  1809  to  December  1811,  six;  from 
December  1811  to  April  1818,  five;  from  April  1818  to  October  1820,  seven; 
that  from  June  1809  to  October  1820;  he,  the  defendant,  had  paid  to  each 
widow  8/.  8s.  per  annum,  by  quarterly  payments;  that  from  October  1820  to 
December  1822  there  were  seven  poor  persons  in  the  almshouse,  and  from 
April  1822  to  April  1824  six;  and  that  from  October  1820  to  April  1824  he 
had  paid  to  each  person  10/.  per  annum  by  quarterly  payments,  with  an  extra 
sum  of  10s.  each  in  December  1822,  and  the  like  sum  in  December  1823; 
that  from  April  1824  to  October  1826  there  were  seven  poor  persons,  and  that 
he  had  paid  to  each,  from  April  to  October  1824,  2/.  10s.  per  quarter ; and  from 
October  1824  to  October  1826,  12/.  per  annum,  by  quarterly  payments;  and 
that  from  October  1826,  to  the  time  of  putting  in  his  answer,  there  had  been  six 
poor  persons  in  the  almshouse,  to  each  of  whom  he  paid  31.  per  quarter;  that 
he  had  yearly  expended  2/.  12s.  in  bread,  which  had  been  distributed  amongst 
the  poor  of  West  Stockwith  ; that  the  residue  of  the  rents  had  not  been  paid 
amongst  the  almspeople  or  the  poor  of  West  Stockwith  ; but  that  he  had  laid 
out  in  repairing  the  almshouses  considerable  sums,  and  particularly  in  1826, 
60/.,  in  putting  the  almshouses  into  complete  repair,  and  that  he  had  also  laid  out 
sums  in  keeping  the  chapel,  and  the  barns,  cottages  and  buildings  belonging  to 
the  charity,  in  repair;  that  he  had  in  his  hands  a balance  of  134/.  6s-.,  arising 
from  the  rents  of  the  charity-lands,  which  were  set  forth  in  a schedule  annexed 
to  the  answer,  and  from  rents  received  for  almshouses  let  in  consequence  of 
there  being  no  objects  to  occupy  them  ; that  he  had  always  paid  the  sums  in 
Rep.  19.  3 A 3 ' his. 
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West  Stockwith.  his  hands  into  a bank  at  Gainsborough,  with  which  lie  kept  a banking- 
- — account,  and  which  allowed  interest  at  27.  per  cent  on  monies  deposited,  and 

Huntington’s  that  jle  a]wayS  debited  himself  with  such  interest  in  his  charity-account : 

continued.  That  in  1809  only  six,  and  not  ten,  almshouses  were  occupied  by  widows  of  ship- 
V—.  ' carpenters  and  seamen,  and  three  others  of  them  by  tenants,  to  whom  they 

were  let  in  pursuance  of  the  will,  and  that  one  was  unoccupied ; that  since 
1809,  when  such  widows  had  died,  and  there  had  been  a sufficient  number  of 
widows  of  ship-carpenters  and  seamen  cohabiting  in  West  Stockwith,  ready  and 
desirous  to  be  admitted,  the  trustees  and  the  defendant  had  not  (with  one  ex- 
ception) allowed  such  widows  to  occupy  the  vacant  almshouses  if  their  husbands 
had  not  been  legally  settled  at  West  Stockwith,  and  residing  there  at  the  time 
of  their  deaths,  but  had  refused  so  to  do,  and  that  the  reason  of  such  refusal 
was  the  construction  which  the  trustees  and  their  predecessors  had  put  on  the 
testator’s  will,  which  was,  that  no  widow  of  a ship-carpenter  or  seaman  was  en- 
titled to  the  benefit  of  the  charity  unless  her  husband  was  not  only  a resident 
of  West  Stockwith  at  his  decease,  but  also  legally  settled  there;  and  that  by 
admitting  widow's  not  settled  a burden  might  be  brought  on  the  township  ; but 
that  this  construction  had  been  relaxed  in  several  instances  in  favour  of  widows 
of  ship-carpenters  and  seamen  not  resident  at  Stockwith,  but  settled  there,  and 
that  there  was  then  one  such  widow  in  the  almshouse.  That  in  another  schedule 
to  the  answer,  he  had  set  forth  how  many  of  the  almshouses  had  been  occupied 
or  let,  and  for  what  times,  and  what  rent  had  been  received  for  them  ; that  two 
of  the  almshouses  were  then  occupied  by  Hannah  Moody  and  Mary  Moody, 
to  which  they  were  entitled  as  such  widows  as  aforesaid  ; that  two  were  occupied 
by  Thomas  Brookes  and  Susannah  Catley ; and  that  Thomas  Brookes  was  a 
cousin  of  the  said  Charles  Hemsworth,  but  Susannah  Catley  was  not  any  re- 
lation to  him  ; that  the  said  Thomas  Brookes  was  put  into  the  almshouse  as 
being  poor,  and  descended  from  a first  cousin  of  the  testator,  and  that  Susannah 
Catley  was  also  descended  from  a near  relation  of  the  testator.  That  another 
almshouse  was  occupied  by  Mary- Ann  Hutchinson,  the  widow  of  a sailor ; 

another  by Spicer,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  91.  9s.  ; another  by  John 

Dunstan,  at  the  rent  of  91.  2 5.;  another  by Lockwood,  at  the 

rent  of  91.  9 s. ; another  by  Elizabeth  Robinson,  the  widow  of  a ship- 
. carpenter,  settled  and  resident  at  his  death  at  West  Stockwith  ; that  the  re- 
maining house  was  then  vacant,  to  be  ready  for  any  poor  widow  properly  qualified  ; 
and  that  he  was  ready  to  dispose  of  the  said  134-/.  65.  which  he  had  kept  to 
meet  the  growing  demands  of  the  charity,  as  to  the  court  should  seem  meet; 
and  he  denied  that  he  had  ever  refused  to  account,  not  having  been  requested 
so  to  do  ; and  further  stated,  that  on  receiving  the  notice  mentioned  in  the  in- 
formation he  did  refuse  to  elect  trustees,  having  no  authority  alone  to  elect 
them,  but  that  he  had  never  refused  to  join  his  co-trustees  in  such  election  ; 
that  he  believed  there  were  some  widows  of  ship-carpenters  and  seamen  who  had 
resided  at  West  Stockwith,  not  being  legally  settled  there,  but  that  there  was 
no  such  widow  whose  husband  had  been  an  inhabitant  of  and  legally  settled  at 
West  Stockwith  ; that  the  other  trustees  wrere  the  said  William  Kelsey,  Robert 
Steele  and  James  Green,  but  that  they  were  not  some  of  the  most  substantial 
freeholders  in  West  Stockwith,  not  having  any  freehold  property  there,  and  that 
he,  the  defendant,  was  descended  from  a near  relation  of  the  testator. 

The  only  other  answer  to  the  information  which  appears  to  have  been  filed 
was  that  of  Robert  Steele,  who  stated  that  he  resided  at  Leeds,  and  submitted 
to  act  as  the  court  should  direct. 

Mr.  William  Walton,  the  relator  of  this  information,  produced  to  us  the  ac- 
counts of  his  father  as  treasurer  of  this  charity,  prior  to  the  year  1790,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  in  1775  a sum  of  54-/.  135.  6d.  was  accounted  for  as 
received  from  Mr.  Popplewell  for  1a.  Or.  2p.  of  the  charity-laiul  which  we 
understand  was  sold  to  the  Chesterfield  Canal  Company  ; and  that  in  1785  and 
1786,  further  sums  were  accounted  for  as  received  for  lands  sold  to  the  same 
company,  amounting  to  71/.  115.  making  in  the  whole  126/.  4-5.  6d. 

There  seems  to  have  been  an  error  in  the  statement  of  Mr.  Hemsworth’s  an- 
swer, that  he  had  in  1826  laid  out  60/.  in  putting  the  almshouses  into  com- 
plete repair.  It  appears  from  the  accounts,  that  the  sums  paid  for  repairs,  &c. 
in  1826  amounted  to  upwards  of  70  /.,  but  only  a small  part  of  that  sum  was 
expended  on  the  almshouse.  Two  bills,  part  thereof,  amounting  to  29/.  145., 

were 


West  Stock  with. 
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were  paid  for  repairs  of  the  chapel,  and  another  part  was  paid  for  the  erection 
of  the  stable  belonging  to  No.  G,  in  the  rental. 

It  was  directed  by  the  donor’s  will,  that  the  provision  for  the  admission  of 
his  poor  kinsfolk  into  the  almshouses  should  not  extend  farther  than  to  first- 
cousins  once  removed,  and  therefore  we  apprehend  that  the  appointment  of 
Thomas  Brookes,  and  Susannah  Catley,  mentioned  in  Mr.  Hemsworth’s  answer, 
as  being  descended  from  relations,  was  not  correct ; the  latter  is,  however,  stated 
to  be  the  widow  of  a ship-carpenter  or  seaman.  It  is  stated  in  that  answer,  that 
the  construction  of  the  donor’s  will  adopted  by  the  trustees  has  been,  that  no 
widow  of  a ship-carpenter  or  seaman  was  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  charity 
unless  her  husband  was  not  only  resident  at  West  Stockwith  at  the  time  of  his 
decease,  but  also  legally  settled  there;  but  there  are  no  words  in  the  will,  which 
confine  the  charity  to  settled  inhabitants  of  West  Stockwith  ; and  it  appears  to 
us  that  the  widow  of  a person  of  the  above-mentioned  description,  who  at  the 
time  of  his  death  resided,  but  was  not  legally  settled  there,  is  eligible  to  the 
almshouse.  We  are  informed  that  there  are  no  ship-yards  now  at  West  Stock- 
with, and  but  few  ship-carpenters  or  seamen  there,  and  there  seems  to  be  no 
reason  to  apprehend  that  there  will  be  more  than  a sufficient  number  of  candi- 
dates to  fill  the  almshouse,  if  the  most  enlarged  construction  be  given  to  the 
will,  so  as  to  admit  the  widows  of  ship-carpenters  and  seamen  not  legally  settled  ; 
and  also  (as  has  been  already  done  in  some  instances,  the  widows  of  ship-car- 
penters and  seamen,  who  being  inhabitants  legally  settled  at  West  Stockwith, 
have  removed  their  residence  from  thence  and  died  elsewhere.  If  a larger 
number  of  almspeople  should  be  admitted,  a proportional  diminution  of  the 
allowances  now  made  to  each  person  must  probably  take  place. 

The  principal  object  of  the  relator  in  instituting  the  late  proceedings  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  appears  to  be  to  obtain  a new  appointment  of  trus- 
tees of  this  charity,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  under  the  circumstances 
above  stated  such  an  appointment  ought  to  be  made  ; and  we  understand 
that  the  three  present  survivors  of  the  trustees  under  the  deed  of  1809  are 
ready  to  concur  in  executing  a deed  for  that  purpose.  Having  examined 
Mr.  Walton  the  relator,  and  Mr.  Hemsworth  the  acting  trustee,  it  appeared  to 
us  that  there  was  no  cause  of  complaint  as  to  the  management  of  the  charity 
which  might  not  easily  be  removed,  and  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  avoid 
the  expense  which  must  be  incurred  by  a prolongation  of  the  suit.  Since  those 
examinations  took  place  we  have  been  informed  by  the  solicitors  of  the  parties, 
that  measures  are  in  progress  for  bringing  the  suit  (the  consent  of  the  Attorney- 
general  being  first  obtained)  to  a speedy  termination,  and  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  proposed  appointment  of  new  trustees. 

Mr.  Hemsworth  has  hitherto  received  the  rents  of  the  premises  mentioned  in 
the  rental,  now  amounting  to  110/.  12s.  per  annum,  and  the  rents  of  such  of 
the  almshouses,  as  being  vacant,  have  been  let  from  time  to  time,  and  also  an 
annual  sum  of  2/.  10s.,  being  the  interest  of  a sum  of  50/.,  which  appears  from 
the  accounts  to  have  been  lent  in  1 807  to  Mr.  Joseph  Birks,  one  of  the  then  trus- 
tees. Joseph  Birks  and  John  Birks,  the  sons  of  the  deceased  trustee,  in  1817  gave 
their  promissary  note  to  the  surviving  trustees  for  this  sum  of  50/.,  and  now  pay 
the  interest  thereof.  It  seems  proper  that  this  sum  should  be  placed  on  some 
public  security.  Mr.  Hemsworth  has  also  from  the  year  1818accounted  from  time 
to  time  for  bankers  interest  allowed  on  the  balances  in  favour  of  the  charity.  In 
1812,  the  balance  infavour  of  the  charity  was  only  2/.  13s.  3d. ; in  Augustl81S, 
it  amounted,  for  the  first  time,  to  more  than  100/.,  being  112/.  7s.  8 d.,  and  interest 
on  100/.  at  the  rate  of  three-per-cent,  was  accounted  for  in  the  same  year. 
Since  that  time  the  balance  has  varied  from  134  /.  to  204  /.  and  interest  (lately 
at  two-per-cent)  has  been  allowed  in  each  year.  The  balance  in  April  1827 
was  130/.  7^-  (id. 

The  present  expenditure  consists  of, 

1.  A quarterly  payment  of  31.  to  each  of  the  six  persons  in  the  almshouse 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Hemsworth’s  answer,  as  being  on  the  establishment  of  the 
charity,  viz.  Hannah  Moody,  Mary  Moody,  Mary- Anne  Hutchinson,  Elizabeth 
Robinson,  Susannah  Catley,  and  Thomas  Brookes,  making  in  the  whole  7^/.  per 
annum.  The  almspeople  have  been  appointed  bv  the  acting  trustees  for  the 
time  being. 
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West  Stockwith.  2.  An  annual  salary  of  10/.  paid  to  a schoolmaster  at  "West  Stockwith,  for 
- — f instructing  10  poor  children  of  this  township,  appointed  by  Mr.  Hemsworth  as 
^C'harhy118  ^le  act;ing  trustee,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 
continued.  The  annual  sum  directed  by  the  donor’s  will  to  be  paid  to  the  schoolmaster, 

V. -3-. was  only  5 /.,  and  the  payment  was  confined  to  that  amount  till  1793,  when  an 

additional  annual  sum  of  4/.  46’.  was  paid  to  the  then  schoolmaster  for  offici- 
ating in  the  chapel  as  clerk,  which  might  possibly  be  paid  in  consideration  of 
the  pew-rents  which  were  then  received.  The  same  payment  was  continued  till 
1813,  when  the  salary  was  raised  to  its  present  amount. 

3.  A weekly  distribution  of  penny  and  twopenny  loaves,  to  the  amount  of 
36.  6d.,  is  made  at  the  chapel  on  Sundays,  amongst  poor  persons  of  West  Stock- 
with, according  to  a list,  in  which  Mr.  Hemsworth  has  filled  up  the  vacancies 
as  they  have  occurred.  The  annual  cost  of  this  distribution  is  9/.  26.,  but  part 
of  it  is  made  in  respect  of  100/.  given  by  William  Hall,  as  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, which  appears  to  have  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a part  of  a close 
called  the  Crabtree  Close,  (now  occupied  by  John  Crosby,  No.  4 in  the  rental,) 
the  residue  of  which  previously  belonged  to  Huntington’s  charity.  It  appears 
from  the  accounts  that  in  1791  the  annual  amount  of  the  distribution  of  bread 
was  2/.  126. ; that  from  1792  to  1795  inclusive,  an  annual  sum  of  4/.  106.  was 
received  by  the  trustees,  (which  must  have  been  in  respect  of  the  100/.  given 
by  Mr.  Hall,)  and  also  distributed  in  bread.  In  1793  this  receipt  of  interest 
ceased ; but  in  the  same  year  James  Thompson,  one  of  the  tenants,  who  we  are 
informed  was  the  occupier  of  the  Crabtree  Close,  paid  an  additional  rent  of  4/. 
In  1797  the  payment  for  bread  was  61.  126.,  being  2/.  126.  in  respect  of 
Huntington’s,  and  4/.  in  respect  of  Hall’s  charity.  In  1811  the  amount  was 
raised  to  7 /•  36.,  being  26.  §d.  per  week,  and  in  1816  to  its  present  amount. 
We  have  not  seen  the  conveyance  to  the  trustees  of  the  part  of  the  Crabtree 
Close  purchased  with  Mr.  Hall’s  money,  and  are  therefore  unable  to  state  the 
quantity  of  the  land  comprised  in  this  purchase. 

The  residue  of  the  expenditure  consists  of  2/.  5 s.  per  annum  paid  for  the 
insurance  of  the  chapel  and  almshouses,  sums  laid  out  in  the  repairs  of  the 
chapel,  (on  which  we  have  already  made  some  observations,)  and  in  the  repairs 
of  the  almshouses  and  the  cottages  on  the  estate.  In  1812  a sum  of  98/.  126.  1 d. 
was  expended  in  building  a tenement,  being  the  same  as  is  now  occupied  by 
Matthew  Moody,  No.  5,  in  the  rental. 

The  almshouses  consist  of  ten  rooms,  five  above  and  five  below.  It  is  stated 
that  the  walls  thereof  are  good,  but  that  the  roof  is  in  bad  condition.  It  is  very 
desirable  therefore  that  the  necessary  repairs  should  be  done  without  delay. 
The  cottages  and  other  buildings  on  the  estate  are  said  to  be  in  fair  condition.  * 

Edlington’s  Charity. 

Kdlington’sCharity.  In  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  Misterton  we  have  stated 
the  Will  of  Thomas  Edlington,  bearing  date  in  1729,  whereby  he  charged  his 
estate  in  the  parish  of  Laceby,  in  Lincolnshire,  with  126.  a year  for  bread  for 
the  poor  of  West  Stockwith,  to  be  given  on  the  first  Sunday  in  every  calendar 
month,  which  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  Robert  Cartwright  as  the  owner  of  part  of 
the  estate  charged  therewith. 

It  is  received  by  the  Rev.  William  Adamthwaite,  the  minister  of  West  Stock- 
with chapel,  and  paid  to  a baker  for  furnishing  12  penny  loaves  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  every  month,  which  are  distributed  at  the  chapel  to  the  poor. 

A memorandum,  written  by  the  late  Rev.  Joseph  Pearson,  minister  of  West 
Stockwith  in  1788,  states,  that  in  that  year  a sum  of  34/.  46.,  being  an  arrear 
of  the  above-mentioned  annual  payment  of  126.  for  the  poor  of  this  township, 
for  57  years  from  the  death  of  Hester  Edlington,  the  mother  of  the  donor,  at 
which  time  the  charity  ought  to  have  commenced,  was  received  by  the  said 
Joseph  Pearson  ; that  the  sum  of  34/.  (the  odd  46.  having  been  paid  to  an 
attorney  for  his  advice  how  to  proceed  in  recovering  the  arrears)  was  placed 
out  at  interest  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  and  that  the  interest  was  distributed  to 
the  poor. 

This  sum  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Pearson,  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Pearson,  but  she  has  not  given  any  security  for  it.  It  is  proper  that  it  should 
be  placed  on  some  public  security.  The  annual  sum  of  345.,  as  the  interest1 
1 thereof 
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thereof,  is  paid  to  a baker,  and  bread  to  that  amount  is  given  by  weekly 
distributions  on  Sundays  at  the  chapel,  in  addition  to  the  bread  provided  by  the 
trustees  of  Huntington's  charity. 

Hall’s  Charity. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  it  is  stated  that  William  Hall,  by  his 
Will,  in  1777,  gave  100/.  for  bread  for  the  poor  of  this  township,  producing 
4>l.  10^.  per  annum. 

A memorandum  entered  in  the  account-book  of  Huntington’s  charity  states, 
that  William  Hall  left  100/.,  which  was  paid  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hunting- 
ton’s  trustees,  the  interest  to  be  by  them  equally  divided  every  Sunday 
throughout  the  year  in  bread  to  the  poor  of  West  Stockwith,  and  that  on 
5th  April  1796  this  sum  was  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  and  was  laid 
out  in  the  purchase  of  part  of  the  Crabtree  Close,  which  made  Mr.  Hunting- 
ton’s trustees  accountable  for  this  bread,  as  witnessed  by  the  trustees  Charles 
Hemsworth,  William  Kelsey,  Robert  Steele,  and  William  Newton. 

Mr.  Charles  Hemsworth  states  that  this  entry  was  made  by  him  from  the 
information  which  he  obtained  from  William  Kelsey,  one  of  the  old  trustees. 

We  have  stated  in  the  account  of  Huntington’s  charity  the  present  amount 
of  the  weekly  distribution  of  bread  to  the  poor  of  West  Stockwith,  part  of 
which  is  made  in  respect  of  Hall’s  charity. 


PARISH  OF  ORDSALL. 

Johnson’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  a book  relating  to  the  charities  of  this  parish  that  Elizabeth 
Johnson , in  1717,  gave  a little  close  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  at  White- 
houses,  the  annual  rent  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  in  two 
equal  shares,  the  one  on  Good-Friday,  and  the  other  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  ministers  and  overseers,  for  ever. 

This  close,  which  is  now  called  the  Poors  Close,  contains  1a.  Or.  8p.,  and 
lies  open  to  a close  called  the  White  House  Croft,  adjoining  to  a public-house 
called  the  White  House  on  the  great  north  road.  The  fence  between  these 
closes  has  been  thrown  down  about  20  years,  but  there  are  boundary  marks  to 
show  where  it  stood.  The  poors  close  is  let  it  Jeremiah  Rogers,  the  owner  of 
the  public-house,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  31.  105.  per  annum,  to 
which  amount  it  was  raised  at  Lady-day  1827,  from  2 1.  5 s. 

The  rent  is  received  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  and  is  distributed, 
one  half  on  Good-Friday,  and  the  other  half  on  Saint  Thomas’s-day,  in  small 
sums,  amongst  poor  widows  and  others  of  the  parish. 

Halfhide’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  the  same  book  that  Jeremy  Half  hide,  in  1727,  gave  405.  per 
annum,  payable  out  of  his  estate  at  Ordsall,  which  he  gave  to  Mr.  Donston,  of 
Worksop,  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  exclusive  of  such  as  have 
relief  from  the  parish,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister  and  overseers. 

This  annual  sum  of  405.  is  now  paid  by  Messrs.  John  and  George  Kippax, 
out  of  a considerable  estate  in  Ordsall,  which  was  purchased  by  them  of  the 
representatives  of  the  late  George  Donston,  esquire,  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers,  and  is  distributed  on  Saint  Thomas’s-day,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
income  of  Johnson’s  charity. 

It  appears  that  the  distribution  of  this  annuity  ought,  by  the  donor’s  direction, 
to  be  strictly  confined  to  poor  persons  not  receiving  parish-relief. 

Charities  of  Turnell,  Palmer,  and  Ellis. 

It  is  stated  in  the  same  book  that  Ann  Turnell,  in  1727,  gave  40/.,  the  use 
thereof  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  on  Candlemas-day,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  minister  and  churchwardens. 
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That  Robert  Palmer,  in  1764,  gave  10/.,  the  use  thereof  to  be  given  to  the 
poor  on  St.  Thomas’s-day. 

And  that  William  Ellis,  in  1798,  gave  10/.,  the  use  thereof  to  be  given  to  the 
poor  on  Good-Friday. 

These  three  sums  of  40/.,  10/.,  and  10/.  were  previously  to  1814  in  the  hands 
of  George  Donston,  Esq.  and  having  been  paid  by  him  to  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers,  were  in  January  in  that  year  lent,  with  the  approbation  of  a 
vestry-meeting,  to  John  Stoakes,  (who  is  represented  to  have  been  at  that  time 
a farmer  residing  in  the  parish,  renting  200  acres  of  land,  and  whose  father  had 
died  shortly  before,  leaving  him  2,000/.)  on  the  security  of  his  bond,  which  was 
given  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  in  trust  for  the  parishioners  of  Ordsall. 

In  1816  John  Stoakes  failed,  notwithstanding  the  favourable  opinion  which 
had  been  entertained  of  his  solvency.  His  property  was  conveyed  to  trustees 
for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  to  whom  a dividend  of  only  1 \d.  in  the  pound 
on  their  debts  has  been  paid.  No  dividend  had  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry 
(August  1827)  been  received  on  the  above-mentioned  sums,  but  there  was  an 
expectation  that  a part  of  the  60/.  might  be  obtained  from  John  Stoakes  himself^ 
who  resides  in  a neighbouring  parish,  and  rents  a small  quantity  of  land. 

It  had  however  been  agreed  by  the  parishioners  of  Ordsall,  in  consideration 
of  the  loss  thus  sustained  by  the  poor,  that  31.  per  annum  should  in  future  be 
paid  out  of  the  poors  rates,  in  respect  of  the  interest  of  these  three  sums,  and 
distributed,  as  the  interest  had  been  previously  to  Stoakes’s  failure,  viz.  40  s.  on 
Candlemas-day,  10s.  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  and  10s,  on  Good-Friday. 


PARISH  OF  RAMPTON. 

Cole’s  Charity. 

Gervas  Cole,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  2d  February  1703,  gave  to  the  poor 
of  the  parish  of  Rampton,  a close  called  Watkin  Close,  abutting  on  Moor  Close 
Lane,  and  a close  of  pasture  then  in  the  occupation  of  John  Kirkman,  to  hold 
to  them,  for  ever,  the  profits  thereof,  yearly,  to  be  disposed  of  as  follows,  viz. 
that  the  overseers  of  the  poor  should  weekly  provide  one  dozen  of  white  bread, 
and  distribute  the  same  every  Sunday  in  the  church-porch  immediately  after 
divine  service,  to  the  poorest  inhabitants,  who  should  be  at  that  tune  at  church; 
but  if  it  should  happen  that  there  should  be  no  divine  service  on  such  Sunday, 
the  overseers  were  to  dispose  of  it  to  the  poorest  inhabitants,  as  they  should  see 
most  convenient. 

The  close  abutting  on  Moor  Close  Lane  contains  about  an  acre,  and  is  in  the 
occupation  of  Samuel  Fisher,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  annual  rent  of  2/.  ; the 
other  close  mentioned  in  the  will  is  rather  less  in  quantity,  and  is  in  the  occu- 
pation of  Joseph  Williamson,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  annual  rent  of  1/.  ISs. 
The  overseer  of  the  poor  of  this  parish  receives  these  rents,  and  pays  them  to  a 
baker,  who  furnishes  18  penny  loaves  every  Sunday,  which  are  distributed  by 
one  of  the  churchwardens  amongst  the  widows  and  poorest  persons  of  the  parish 
attending  the  church-service,  no  persons  absenting  themselves  therefrom  being 
allowed  to  share  the  bread,  except  in  case  of  illness. 

Charities  of  the  Eyre  Family. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  17th  and  18th  January  1734, 
George  Walker,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  110/.  5s.  paid  by 
Anthony  Eyre,  conveyed  to  William  Morland  and  his  heirs,  a cottage  or  tene- 
ment, with  a close  adjoining,  situate  in  Treswell,  in  the  county  of  Notting- 
ham, then  in  the  occupation  of  John  Temple,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  4/.  10s. 
to  the  intent  that  a common  recovery  might  be  suffered  thereof,  which  it  was 
thereby  declared  should  enure  to  the  use  of  the  said  Anthony  Eyre,  and  his 
heirs,  and  it  appears  that  a recovery  was  suffered  accordingly. 

The  following  account,  which  was  produced  to  us,  intitled  “ The  account 

of 
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of  Mr.  Thomas  Hutton,  relating  to  the  money  belonging  to  the  poor  of  Rampton, 
from  several  benefactions  of  Mr.  Eyre’s  family,”  shows  from  what  sources  the 
purchase-money  of  the  above-mentioned  close  was  derived. 


1726.  Received  for  a legacy  de- 
vised by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Eyre, 
widow  - - - - - 

Ditto  for  a legacy  devised  by 
Joseph  Eyre,  esq.  deceased 
Ditto  for  a legacy  by  Mrs.  Ka- 
tharine Eyre,  his  widow 
Ditto  agreed  to  be  paid  by  her 
executors  - 


Received  of  Francis  Brown  for 
4 f years  interest  of  this  money, 
from  25th  March  1727  to  25th 
September  1731  - 

Received  from  him  for  the  inte- 
rest of  100 l.  for  2 | years,  to 
Lady -day  1734  - 


£. 


£. 

S. 

d. 

50 

20 

_ 

— 

10 

- 

- 

2 

10 

- 

cc 

to 

10 

- 

18 

1 1 

3 

12 

10 

- 

113 

11 

3 

Paid  Mr.  George  Walker  for 
the  purchase  of  a cottage  and 
close  in  Treswell  - 
For  the  conveyances 
For  suffering  a common  recovery 
of  the  estate  14/.  10s.;  of 
which  received  of  George 
Walker  3/.  10  s.;  remains 
For  collecting  31  l.  interest 
money,  and  pains  about  seek- 
ing for  purchases  - - - 


£. 


£.  t.  d. 

110  5 - 
1 1 - 

11  - - 

111  G 
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It  appears  that  this  account  was  settled  in  April  1735,  and  that  a balance  of 
10/.  6 s.  was  then  received  by  the  said  Thomas  Hutton. 

The  close  at  Treswell,  conveyed  by  the  deed  of  1734,  which  contains  rather 
more  than  four  acres,  is  in  the  occupation  of  John  Popple,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a 
fair  rent  of  8 /.,  the  land-tax  being  paid  by  the  tenant. 

Although  a cottage  or  tenement  is  mentioned  in  that  deed  there  has  been  no 
cottage  on  the  land  for  many  years. 

Mr.  George  Creswell,  as  the  steward  of  Anthony  Hardolph  Eyre,  Esq.  of 
Grove,  receives  the  rent  and  pays  it  over,  together  with  21.,  as  the  interest  of 
50/.,  given  by  Diana  Eyre,  which  is  in  Mr.  Eyre’s  hands,  to  the  Rev.  Edmund 
Wallas,  the  minister  of  Rampton,  by  whom  these  sums  are  distributed  on 
St.  Thomas’s-day,  amongst  poor  widows  and  others  of  the  parish. 

The  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786  state  that  Diana  Eyre , by  her  Will, 
in  1763,  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  50  /.,  then  vested  in  the  owner  of 
Rampton  estate.  This  estate  has  for  many  years  been  in  the  family  of  Eyre, 
and  its  possessors  have  held  the  money. 


Town’s  Acre. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  also  state  that  a person  unknown  gave  to  the  Town’3  Acre, 
poor  of  this  parish  land  vested  in  the  overseers,  producing  1 /.  per  annum. 

There  is  an  acre  of  meadow-land  in  Rampton  Marsh,  the  profit  of  the  first 
grass  of  which  belongs  to  the  poor  of  Rampton,  but  at  Lammas  the  marsh  is 
thrown  open  as  a common.  The  grass  is  sold  annually,  when  ready  for  cutting, 
at  a parish-meeting,  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  sale  produces  on  an  average 
from  21.  to  31.  annually  ; but  in  the  year  1827,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity 
of  hay,  its  amount  was  4/.  10s.  The  money  is  paid  in  the  month  of  January 
after  the  sale,  and  is  distributed  in  the  course  of  the  spring  in  small  sums,  by 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  amongst  poor  widows,  and  others  of  the 
parish. 

School. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  an  unknown  person  gave  for  School, 
teaching  10  poor  children  of  this  parish,  land  producing  4/.  per  annum. 

A parcel  of  land,  containing  31  acres,  in  Rampton  Marsh,  which  is  stated  to 
be  worth  about  30s.  per  annum,  is  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Twydell,  who 
was  appointed  schoolmaster  by  the  parishioners  of  Rampton,  at  a vestry-meeting 
in  May  1825. 

There  are  also  three  cowgates  on  Rampton  Common,  which  are  let  by  the 
schoolmaster  at  a rent  of  15  s.  each.  The  parishioners  are  possessed  of  no 
documents  relating  to  this  property. 

There  is  a school-room  in  the  church-yard  which  is  in  tolerable  repair. 
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Rampton. 

School, 

continued. 


The  schoolmaster,  in  respect  of  his  emoluments,  and  in  pursuance  of  an 
agreement  made  with  him  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  instructs  13  poor 
children  of  the  parish  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  who  pay  only  1 s.  on 
their  admittance,  and  Is.  a year  for  firing  in  the  school.  He  has  also  other 
scholars. 


BOROUGH  OF  EAST  RETFORD. 


East  Retford. 


Sloswicke’s 

Hospital. 


Sloswicke’s  Hospital. 

Richard  Slosmclce,  of  East  Retford,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  30th  May 
1657,  and  proved  at  London  in  1658,  gave  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  and  after 
one  year  from  her  death,  all  his  lands,  houses,  tenements,  and  hereditaments 
in  East  and  West  Retford,  and  elsewhere,  to  Edward  Nevile,  Thomas  Dorrell, 
Francis  Stringer,  John  Ilayner,  William  Booth,  and  William  Midwinter,  and 
their  heirs,  for  the  maintenance  of  six  poor  old  men  of  good  carriage  and 
behaviour  to  the  end  of  the  world,  his  intent  being  that  the  inheritance  of  the 
said  tenements  might  be  settled  in  the  said  devisees  and  their  heirs,  to  the  end 
that  the  premises  might  be  the  better  managed  by  them  as  governors  of  the 
charity  so  intended,  and  that  they  or  any  four  of  them  should  receive  the  rents 
and  profits  thereof,  and  thereout  pay  to  such  six  poor  old  men,  to  every  of  them, 
31.  6 s.  3d.  yearly,  at  four  times  in  the  year  ; and  he  directed  that  the  said  poor 
men  should  be  appointed  by  the  said  devisees  and  their  heirs,  or  any  four  of 
them,  and  that  his  dwelling-house  should  be  made  into  an  hospital,  convenient 
for  the  several  mansions  of  the  said  six  poor  pensioners,  and  with  a convenient 
hall  for  the  public  business  of  the  same  house,  and  that  it  should  be  called 
“ Mese  de  Dieu,”  and  that  if  there  should  be  any  of  his  kindred  that  should 
fall  into  poverty,  and  stand  in  need  of  this  charity,  they  should  be  preferred 
before  others  and  placed  there  ; and  that  the  said  devisees  and  their  heirs,  or 
any  four  of  them,  should  yearly,  in  the  week  next  before  Easter,  meet  at  the 
same  house  for  settling,  ordering,  and  governing  the  same,  and  for  the 
auditing  of  the  accounts  of  the  profits  of  his  said  lands  and  tenements,  and 
likewise  so  often  as  need  should  require ; and  that  on  every  such  meeting  a 
dinner  should  be  provided  for  their  entertainment  out  of  the  profits  of  the  said 
lands  ; and  he  gave  the  orchard,  court-yard,  and  garden  belonging  to  the  said 
house,  to  the  said  trustees  and  their  heirs,  to  be  laid  to  the  said  Mese  de  Dieu 
for  the  convenience  of  the  poor  pensioners  therein. 

By  a decree  of  commissioners  of  charitable  uses,  bearing  date  22d  May 
1679*  reciting  an  inquisition  of  the  same  date  taken  at  Retford,  by  which  it 
was  found  that  the  said  Richard  Sloswicke  was  buried  in  16.57,  and  that  his 
widow  was  buried  in  1675,  and  that  the  lands  devised  by  the  said  Richard 
Sloswicke’s  will  were  but  of  the  value  of  14/.  Is.,  and  that  as  that  sum  was 
not  equivalent  to  pay  the  several  sums  given  by  the  said  Richard  Sloswicke, 
the  trusts  had  not  been  put  in  execution  ; and  reciting  that  all  the  trustees 
mentioned  in  the  will  were  dead,  except  the  said  Francis  Stringer,  who, 
being  present,  declared  his  unwillingness  to  meddle  with  the  trust,  but  ex- 
pressed his  readiness  to  do  any  act  for  the  advancement  of  the  charitable 
intentions  of  the  said  Richard  Sloswicke,  provided  he  might  be  indemnified  by 
a decree  of  the  commissioners  and  proposed  to  transfer  his  interest  to  the  cor- 
poration of  East  Retford,  which  was  unanimously  approved  of  by  the  com- 
missioners ; the  commissioners  therefore,  as  it  clearly  appeared  that  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  lands  given  by  the  said  Richard  Sloswicke  would  not  maintain 
above  three  persons,  allowing  to  each  the  yearly  sum  of  31.  10  s.,  ordered  and 
decreed  that  the  said  Francis  Stringer  should  convey  his  right  and  interest  in  all 
the  houses,  lands,  and  tenements  mentioned  in  the  said  Richard  Sloswicke’s 
will  to  the  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of  East  Retford,  and  their  suc- 
cessors ; and  that  after  the  said  bailiffs  and  burgesses  had  accepted  the  said 
conveyance,  and  had  out  of  the  profits  of  the  said  estate  paid  to  William 
Spivie  10/.,  and  had  also  paid  all  the  costs  of  the  execution  of  the  said  com- 
mission, they  should  cause  the  mansion-house,  wherein  the  said  Richard 
Sloswicke  in  his  lifetime  inhabited,  to  be  pulled  down,  and  that  such  materials 
as  should  not  be  useful  for  the  building  of  the  new  hospital  should  be  sold,  and 
the  money  raised  thereby  employed  towards  the  building  of  an  hospital  ; and 
that  the  said  bailiffs  and  burgesses  should,  out  of  the  profits  raised  and  to  be 

raised 
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raised  from  the  said  lands,  cause  a handsome  structure  to  be  built  in  the  place 
where  the  said  mansion-house  then  stood  in  East  Retford,  fit  for  the  habitation 
of  three  ancient  poor  men  of  good  behaviour,  with  the  following  inscription 
on  a stone  in  the  middle  of  such  building,  “ Mese  de  Dieu  ex  dono  Ricardi 
Sloswicke  generosi-,”  and  that  in  one  month  after  such  house  should  be  built, 
the  bailiffs  and  aldermen  of  the  said  town,  with  the  advice  of  Sir  William 
Hickman,  bart..,  Sir  Edward  Nevile,  bart.,  Francis  Sandys,  Francis  Jessop, 
Francis  Stringer,  and  John  Millington,  esquires,  should  place  therein  three 
ancient  poor  men  of  good  behaviour,  to  each  of  whom  should  be  paid  by  the 
bailiffs  of  East  Retford,  out  of  the  profits  of  the  said  lands,  31.  10  5.  yearly, 
during  their  continuance  in  the  said  house,  by  quarterly  payments ; and  that  on 
the  death  or  removal  of  any  of  the  said  three  persons  it  should  be  lawful  for 
the  said  bailiffs  and  aldermen,  and  their  successors,  to  place  another  such  poor 
man  into  the  said  house,  paying  to  him  the  like  sum,  and  so  from  time  to  time 
on  the  death  or  removal  of  such  poor  persons;  and  that  all  sums  to  be  raised 
yearly  out  of  the  profits  of  the  said  lands,  over  and  above  what  would  pay  the 
several  sums  of  31.  IO5.  to  each  poor  person  as  aforesaid,  and  also  over  and 
above  what  should  be  paid  for  the  repairs  of  the  said  house,  and  the  necessary 
charges  incident  to  the  lands,  should  be  equally  divided  amongst  the  said  three 
poor  men  placed  in  the  said  house,  on  every  Christmas-day  for  ever ; and  as 
the  bailiffs  of  East  Retford  had  proposed  to  the  said  commissioners  that  to  the 
end  the  said  estate  might  be  managed  at  the  easiest  charge  for  the  benefit  of 
the  said  charitable  gift,  the  said  bailiffs  and  burgesses  would  thenceforward 
receive  the  rents  thereof,  and  take  on  them  the  management  of  the  said  estate 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  did  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  corporation  of 
East  Retford,  it  was  decreed,  that  the  said  bailiffs  and  aldermen  of  East  Retford 
should  for  ever  thereafter  receive  the  said  rents,  and  manage  the  said  estate  by 
disposing  of  the  profits  of  the  said  lands,  as  was  thereby  decreed ; and  that 
the  said  hospital  and  charitable  gift  might  be  thereafter  carefully  inspected,  so 
that  all  complaints,  disorders,  and  abuses  concerning  the  same  might  be 
redressed ; it  was  decreed,  that  Sir  William  Hickman,  bart.,  Sir  Edward 
Nevile,  knt.  and  bart.,  and  Francis  Sandys,  Francis  Jessop,  Francis  Stringer, 
and  John  Millington,  esqrs.  and  their  heirs,  and  the  bailiffs  of  East  Retford, 
and  their  successors,  should  be  governors  and  visitors  thereof,  and  should  have 
power  to  make  orders  and  rules  for  the  better  governing  thereof,  and  to  suspend 
or  displace  any  person  placed  in  the  said  hospital  on  reasonable  cause,  and  to 
reform  and  redress  all  disorders,  offences  and  abuses  in  any  of  the  persons 
relating  to  the  said  hospital,  or  touching  the  government  thereof. 

. By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  29th  July  1G79,  the  said  Francis 
Stringer,  as  the  only  surviving  trustee  of  Richard  Sloswicke,  in  pursuance  of 
the  above-mentioned  decree,  conveyed  to  the  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  East 
Retford,  and  their  successors,  all  the  houses,  lands,  &c.  in  East  and  West 
Retford,  or  elsewhere,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  which  the  said  Richard 
Sloswicke  died  seised  of,  and  by  his  will  disposed  of,  towards  any  charitable 
uses,  subject  to  the  orders  and  under  the  trusts  mentioned  in  the  said  decree  of 
Commissioners  of  Charitable  Uses. 

The  rents  of  the  property  of  this  hospital  are  received,  and  the  payments 
made  by  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  the  corporation  of  East  Retford, 
being  one  of  that  body,  and  a separate  account  thereof  is  kept  in  the  corpora- 
tion ledger.  Mr.  Beaumont  Marshall,  who  died  about  two  years  ago,  had  held 
the  office  of  treasurer  nearly  40  years.  At  the  time  of  our  Examination  it  was 
held  by  Mr.  George  Thornton. 


East  Retford. 


Sloswicke’s 

Hospital, 

continued. 


The  property  consists  of, 

1.  A yard,  with  a stable  and  other  outbuildings  in  East  Retford,  situate 
between  the  hospital  and  the  house  of  John  Mee,  esquire,  and  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  Mr.  Mee,  (who  is  the  town-clerk  of  East  Retford,)  as  yearly  tenant,  at 
the  rent  of  16/.  per  annum.  The  rent  of  these  premises  appears  to  have  been 
14/.  in  1792,  and  to  have  continued  the  same  until  1813,  when  it  was  raised  to 
its  present  amount. 

2.  A house,  small  cottage,  and  other  buildings,  with  a yard  and  garden  in 
West  Retford,  and  a close  on  the  north-east  side  of  the  London  road,  contain- 
ing 7 a.  1 r.  16p.,  and  another  close  on  the  south-west  side  of  the  same  road, 
containing  three  acres,  both  in  the  parish  of  West  Retford,  in  the  occupation 
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of  Esther  Chappell,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  35 l.  per  annum.  These 
premises  were  let  in  1805,  on  the  valuation  of  a surveyor,  to  two  persons, 
whose  united  rents  were  of  the  same  amount  as  that  which  is  now  received. 
Previously  to  1805  they  were  in  the  hands  of  three  tenants,  at  rents  amounting 
to  23/.  155.  per  annum.  The  house  was  destroyed  by  a flood  some  years  ago, 
and  was  rebuilt  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity. 

3.  Two  closes  in  the  parish  of  West  Retford,  containing  together 
5 a.  2r.  25  p.  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Darker  Parker,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the 
rent  of  15/.  per  annum.  In  1792  the  rent  of  these  closes  appears  to  have  been 
9/.  155.,  and  a rent  of  the  same  amount  was  paid  by  Mr.  D.  Parker  from 
1798  to  1805,  when  it  was  raised  on  the  valuation  of  a surveyor  to  15/. 

Mr.  D.  Parker  being  one  of  the  aldermen  of  East  Retford,  it  is  incorrect 
that  he  should  be  a tenant  of  land  belonging  to  a charity  of  which  the  corpora- 
tion are  trustees. 

4.  A parcel  of  land  in  the  parish  of  West  Retford,  stated  to  be  of  indifferent 
quality,  containing  nine  acres,  in  the  occupation  of  Jonathan  Ward,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  the  rent  of  13/.  per  annum.  In  1792  the  rent  of  this  land  was  4/. 
Mr.  John  Parker,  one  of  the  aldermen  of  East  Retford,  paid  7 /.  Is.  for  it  from 
1798  to  1818,  when  it  was  let  to  the  tenant  who  now  occupies  it  at  its 
present  rent. 

5.  A parcel  of  land  in  the  parish  of  West  Retford,  containing  Ia.  Or.  23p. 
in  the  occupation  of  James  Lee,  esquire,  under  a lease  for  59  years,  commenc- 
ing in  1800,  granted  to  Richard  Sutton,  esquire,  at  the  rent  of  4/.  45.  per 
annum.  The  piece  of  land  adjoins  Mr.  Lee’s  premises,  and  is  therefore  conve- 
nient for  his  occupation.  The  rent  is  stated  to  be  of  fair  amount,  but  the 
corporation  had  no  authority  to  grant  a lease  for  so  long  a term.  In  1792 
the  rent  received  for  this  land  appears  to  have  been  31.  10  5.,  and  in  1799 
31.  3 s. 

The  total  amount  of  the  present  rents  is  83  /.  4 5.  per  annum. 

Since  our  investigation  took  place  a valuation  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Whitaker, 
a surveyor,  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Retford,  of  all  the  property  belong- 
ing to  this  hospital,  except  the  parcel  of  land  occupied  by  James  Lee,  esquire, 
the  result  of  which  is  as  follows  : 


The  premises  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Mee  are  valued  at  12/-  per  annum. 

Those  in  the  occupation  of  Mrs.  Chappell  at  35  /.  17  5.  3 d. 

Those  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  D.  Parker  at  17  /• 

Those  in  the  occupation  of  Jonathan  Ward  at  13  /.  10  5. 

The  hospital  is  situate  in  Church-street  in  East  Retford.  It  consists  of  six 
tenements,  with  a plot  of  ground  in  front  of  it,  and  a garden  behind,  containing 
rather  less  than  half  an  acre,  which  is  divided  amongst  the  inmates  of  the 
hospital.  In  1806  the  old  hospital,  which  contained  three  tenements  only, 
occupied  by  three  pensioners,  (the  number  specified  in  the  Decree  of  Com- 
missioners of  Charitable  Uses  before  mentioned,)  was  pulled  down,  and  four 
new  tenements  were  erected,  and  other  improvements  made,  at  an  expense  of 
525  /.  In  1819  a further  sum  of  185/.  was  laid  out  in  adding  two  more  tene- 
ments to  the  hospital,  and  there  are  now  six  pensioners  in  the  hospital.  The 
buildings  are  in  good  repair.  The  pensioners  are  appointed  by  the  bailiffs  and 
aldermen,  and  are  stated  to  be  usually  selected  from  the  poor  inhabitants  of  East 
Retford  not  receiving  parochial  relief,  but  the  benefit  of  the  charity  is  not  con- 
sidered to  be  necessarily  confined  to  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

The  five  pensioners  who  have  been  the  longest  time  in  the  hospital  receive 
2 /.  12  5.  6 d.  each  per  quarter,  the  total  annual  amount  of  which  payments  is 
52/.  10  5.,  but  the  sixth  does  not  receive  any  pecuniary  allowance,  the  funds 
not  having  been  found  sufficient,  after  the  two  new  tenements  were  built  in 
1819,  to  afford  such  allowance  to  more  than  one  of  the  additional  pensioners. 

Each  pensioner  receives  two  tons  of  coals  in  the  course  of  the  year,  the  total 
cost  of  which  is  about  9 /•  per  annum  ; and  it  appears  from  the  accounts  that 
in  1810,  181G,  and  1825,  bills  were  paid  by  the  treasurer  for  cloaks  provided 
for  them. 

An  annual  sum  of  1/.  15.  is  also  allowed  to  a person  for  taking  care  of  the 
garden,  and  of  a grass  plot  in  front  of  the  hospital. 

The  accounts  of  the  hospital  are  annually  audited  by  the  corporation  with 
the  other  accounts  kept  by  their  treasurer. 

In 
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In  1808,  after  the  rebuilding  of  the  hospital,  there  appears  to  have  been 
a balance  against  the  charity  of  I67/.  5s.  3d.,  and  in  1820,  after  the  two  addi- 
tional tenements  were  built,  the  balance  against  the  charity  was  7 51.  2s.  3d. 
At  the  time  of  our  Investigation  (August  1827)  there  was  a balance  in  its  favour 
(including  the  rents  received  to  Lady-day  1827,  and  the  payments  made  to  July 
in  the  same  year),  of  32/.  10s.  9 d. 

As  the  present  amount  of  the  rents  is  83/.  4 s.,  and  the  expenditure  (exclu- 
sive of  payments  for  repairs,  and  for  occasionally  providing  cloaks  for  the 
pensioners)  is  rather  less  than  63  /.  per  annum,  we  apprehend  that  the  state  of 
the  funds  is  such  as  to  admit  of  the  sixth  pensioner  being  placed  on  the  footing 
of  the  rest  in  point  of  pecuniary  allowance. 


East  Retford. 

Sloswicke’s 
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continued. 


Corporation  Almshouses. 

Some  almshouses,  called  the  Corporation  Almshouses,  formerly  stood  in  a part  Corporation 
of  this  town  called  the  Carrhill  Gate,  which  are  supposed  to  have  been  origi-  Almshouses, 
nally  built  by  the  corporation  of  East  Retford.  They  consisted  of  six  tenements, 
each  of  which  was  inhabited  by  two  poor  women. 

A close  in  the  parish  of  Clareborough  was  considered  as  belonging  to  these 
almshouses,  but  it  is  not  known  who  was  the  donor  thereof. 

Adjoining  to  the  almshouses  there  were  some  small  buildings,  which  were  in 
1797  (having  previously  produced  1/.  per  annum)  leased  by  the  corporation  for 
a term  of  25  years  to  Mr.  John  Abson,  for  the  erection  of  other  buildings  on  the 
site  thereof,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  2/.  5s.,  which  was  (as  the  rent  of  the  1 /.  had 
previously  been)  carried  to  the  account  of  these  almshouses.  After  the  expira- 
tion of  Mr.  Abson’s  lease  he  continued  to  occupy  the  premises  two  years,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  15  /.  per  annum. 

In  1823  the  almshouses,  which  were  very  old  and  in  bad  repair,  were  taken 
down  by  the  corporation,  and  in  lieu  of  them  nine  new  houses,  each  containing 
two  rooms,  were  built  on  a parcel  of  land  containing  1,1581  square  yards,  pur- 
chased by  the  corporation  for  the  purpose,  for  the  sum  of  289/.  12s.  6 d.,  being 
at  the  rate  of  5 s.  per  yard. 

About  the  same  time  the  site  of  the  old  almshouses  and  the  premises  which 
had  been  leased  to  Mr.  Abson  were  sold  by  auction,  in  lots,  for  the  following 
sums : 


To  Mr.  George  Small,  a plot  of  land  containing  205  square  yards,  at  one 


guinea  per  yard  - - - - - - - £.215  5 - 

Deducted  for  4 1 yards,  applied  for  the  purpose  of  widen- 
ing the  town-street  - - - - - - - 414- 


To  Mrs.  Dorothy  Kirke,  a plot  of  land,  including  the 

premises  in  the  occupation  of  John  Abson  - 535  - - 

Deducted  for  five  yards,  applied  to  the  above-mentioned 

purpose  55- 


To  Messrs.  Cooke  & Company,  a plot  of  land  containing 

395  yards,  at  one  guinea  a yard  - - - - 41415- 

Deducted  for  1 1 1 yards,  applied  as  above  - - - 121- 


To  John  Dawker,  a plot  of  land  - 230  - - 

Deducted  for  two  yards,  applied  as  above  - - - 22- 


£. 


£.  s.  d. 


210  11  - 


5'29  l5  - 


402  14  — 


227  18  - 
1,370  18  - 


The  close  above  referred  to  in  the  parish  of  Clareborough  contains  2 a.  1 r.  2p., 
and  is  in  the  occupation  of  the  representatives  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Bonsor,  lately 
deceased,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  61.  per  annum.  From  1792  to  1798 
it  was  rented  by  Mr.  John  Parker  at  5 /.  per  annum,  and  by  Mrs.  Bonsor  at  the 
same  rent  from  1798  until  1806,  when  the  rent  was  raised  to  61. 

This  close  has  since  the  time  of  our  Investigation  been  surveyed  by  Mr. 
Whitaker,  who  estimates  it  to  be  worth  9 /.  per  annum.  The  corporation 
ought  therefore  to  take  steps  for  increasing  the  rent  to  a fair  amount. 

A separate  account,  relating  to  the  old  almshouses,  and  to  the  new  ones  built 
in  lieu  thereof,  has  been  kept  in  the  corporation  ledger,  and  the  above-mentioned 
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purchase-monies  received  for  the  site  of  the  old  almshouses,  &c.,  amounting  to 
1,370/.  18  s.  were  carried  to  that  account. 

The  sums  expended  in  the  purchase  of  the  land,  in  the  building  of  the  new 
almshouses,  and  in  payment  of  rent  for  habitations  for  the  almswomen  until 
the  building  was  completed,  exceeded  1,100/.  ; and  on  making  up  the  account 
in  July  1824,  there  was  found  to  be  a balance  due  to  the  charity  of  266/.  10s.  11c/. 
At  a court  holden  on  13th  September  in  the  same  year  the  corporation  agreed 
to  pay  interest  after  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  on  2501.,  part  of  that  balance,  to 
commence  from  Lady-day  preceding.  The  residue  of  this  balance,  being 
16/.  10  s.  11  d.,  was  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  charity  in  an  account  opened 
in  a new  ledger  by  the  corporation,  on  the  other  side  of  which  account  further 
payments  relating  to  the  building  the  almshouses  were  charged,  to  the  amount 
of  13  /.  19  s.  8 d. 

The  present  annual  income  of  the  charity  therefore  consists  of 

The  rent  of  the  close  at  Clareborough  - - - £.  6 — — 

And  the  interest  paid  by  the  corporation  - - 12  10  - 

Making  in  the  whole  - - - £.1810  - 


The  almswomen,  now  18  in  number,  are  appointed  as  vacancies  occur  by  the 
bailiffs  for  the  time  being.  They  receive  no  pecuniary  allowance,  but  since 
1824  two  tons  of  coals  have  been  annually  furnished  to  the  inmates  of  each 
house,  the  cost  of  which  has  been  about  14/.  per  annum,  and  small  sums  have 
been  paid  for  repairs.  At  the  time  of  our  investigation  there  was  a balance  in 
favour  of  the  charity  of  14  /.  3 s.  7 d. 

Previously  to  the  old  almshouses  being  taken  down  the  disbursements  of  the 
income,  which,  until  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Abson’s  lease,  amounted  to  only 
8 /.  5 s.  per  annum,  consisted  of  payments  for  repairs  and  for  coals  given  to  the 
almswomen. 

Clark’s  Charity. 

An  abstract  of  the  Will  of  William  Clark,  bearing  date  in  1621,  whereby  the 
annual  sum  of  3 /.  was  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  persons  who  enjoy  his  lands 
in  Gainsborough,  Morton,  and  Walkrith,  in  Lincolnshire,  to  three  aged  and 
poor  people  of  East  Retford,  has  been  given  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of 
the  parish  of  West  Burton,  in  the  present  Report. 

In  respect  of  this  annuity  the  annual  sum  of  2/.  18  s.,  2 s.  being  deducted 
for  land  tax,  is  now  received  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Francis  Beckwith,  the  present 
vicar  of  East  Retford,  from  the  tenant  under  Richard  Atkinson,  esquire,  of  an 
estate  at  Walkrith  in  Lincolnshire. 

The  application  of  the  income  of  this  and  the  seven  following  charities  will 
be  stated  in  the  account  of  Welch’s  charity. 

William  Wharton’s  Charity. 

It  appears  from  a memorandum  produced  to  us  by  the  vicar  of  East  Retford 
that  William  Wharton,  by  his  Will,  (the  date  of  which  is  not  stated,)  gave  40/. 
to  the  bailiffs  and  aldermen,  and  the  minister  of  East  Retford,  whom  he 
appointed  trustees  to  dispose  thereof  to  the  best  advantage,  and  the  interest 
thereof  to  be  annually  bestowed  among  the  honest  poor  people  of  this  town,  at 
the  discretion  of  his  said  trustees  and  their  successors. 

The  annual  sum  of  40  s.,  as  the  interest  of  this  donation,  is  paid  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  corporation  by  their  treasurer. 

We  have  not  seen  any  securities  for  this  sum  and  the  others  hereinafter 
mentioned,  of  which  the  corporation  pay  the  interest,  except  in  the  instance  of 
Saltmarsh’s  charity. 

Moody’s  Charity. 

Barbara  Moody,  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  22d  September  1724,  gave  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Gylby,  vicar  of  East  Retford,  Mr.  Thomas  Wheat,  and  Mr.  John 
Hodson,  24  /.  on  trust,  to  lay  out  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  an  estate  of 
inheritance  as  near  the  value  of  24  5.  per  annum  as  could  be  got,  and  directed 
that  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  land  so  purchased  should  yearly,  on  the  feast 
of  St.  Mark,  be  distributed  amongst  six  of  the  poorest  widows  within  the  parish 
pf  East  Retford,  regard  being  had  to  those  of  the  best  repute,  according  to  the 

discretion 
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discretion  of  the  vicar  and  senior  bailiff  of  the  parish  and  borough  of  East  East  Retford. 

Retford,  to  each  widow  an  equal  share  ; and  that  until  a convenient  purchase  r - — — 

could  be  made  the  interest  of  the  said  24  /.  should  be  distributed  in  the  same 

manner,  and  that  the  said  purchase  should  be  made  in  the  names  of  her  said  v _ ‘ , 

trustees,  and  that  the  trusts  should  be  particularly  specified  in  the  deed  of 

purchase  according  to  the  intent  of  her  will. 

The  annual  sum  of  24  s .,  as  the  interest  of  this  sum,  is  also  paid  by  the 
treasurer  out  of  the  corporation  funds.  It  does  not  appear  that  this  legacy 
was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  land.  The  smallness  of  its  amount  might  pro- 
bably prevent  its  being  so  disposed  of. 


Siiarpe’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  church  that  Mr.  Sharpe  gave  the  interest  of  Sharpe’s  Charity. 
20  /.,  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation,  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  by  the 
senior  bailiff. 

The  annual  sum  of  20  s.,  as  the  interest  of  this  donation,  is  also  paid  by  the 
treasurer  out  of  the  corporation-funds. 

Saltmarsh’s  Charity. 

* It  is  stated  on  the  church-tablet  that  Hannah  Saltmarsh  gave  towards  the  Saltmarsh’s 

repairing  of  the  church  100/.,  for  teaching  poor  children  501.,  and  for  the  use  Chanty, 
of  the  poor,  to  be  distributed  at  the  discretion  of  the  vicar,  20/. 

A bond  was  produced  to  us,  bearing  date  2d  February  17-56,  under  the  common 
seal  of  the  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  East  Retford,  whereby  they  became  bound 
to  the  Rev.  Joshua  Sampson,  vicar  of  East  Retford,  in  the  penalty  of  40/., 
with  a condition  for  the  payment  of  20/.,  and  interest  at  five  per  cent,  which 
sum  is  stated  in  the  condition  of  the  bond  to  have  been  some  time  before  given 
by  Mrs.  Hannah  Saltmarsh,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  East  Ret- 
ford, and  to  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Joshua  Sampson,  and  on  that 
day  paid  to  the  said  bailiffs  and  burgesses. 

The  annual  sum  of  20s.,  as  the  interest  of  the  sum  secured  by  this  bond,  is 
now  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  corporation. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  learn  in  what  manner  the  sums  of  100/.,  stated  in 
the  tablet  to  be  given  for  the  repairs  of  the  church,  and  of  .50/.  for  teaching 
poor  children,  were  disposed  of. 


Sutton’s  Charity. 

Robert  Sutton,  esquire,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  24th  May  1776,  gave  to  Sutton’s  Charity, 
the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  East  Retford,  and  their  successors,  one  of  his 
shares  in  the  navigable  canal  from  Chesterfield  to  the  River  Trent,  on  trust, 
that  they  should,  on  Old  Martinmas-day  annually,  for  ever,  distribute  the 
yearly  interest  thereof  amongst  the  most  needy  and  industrious  poor  people  of 
East  Retford  as  they  in  their  discretion  should  think  fit,  having  regard  to  the 
number  of  their  respective  families. 

The  dividends  arising  from  this  canal- share,  which  for  the  last  two  years 
have  amounted  to  81.  per  annum,  and  had  previously  varied  from  51.  10s.  to 
7 /.,  are  received  by  the  vicar. 

Popplewell’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  the  church-tablet  that  George  Popplexvell,  an  alderman  of  this  Popplewell’s 

borough,  by  Will,  in  1784,  gave  to  the  corporation  50  L,  the  interest  to  be  Charity, 

distributed  by  tire  bailiffs  annually  to  the  poor  of  the  parish. 

The  annual  sum  of  2/.  10s.,  as  the  interest  of  this  legacy,  is  paid  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  corporation. 

Wools, y’s  Charity. 

Mrs.  Anne  Woolly,  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  28th  January  1812,  gave  to  Woolby’s  Charity, 
the  bailiffs  of  the  borough  of  East  Retford  a rent-charge  or  yearly  payment  of 
10/.  due  to  her,  and  issuing  out  of  certain  closes  called  Longholme  Closes,  in 
the  parish  of  Clareborough,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  late  belonging  to 
Thomas  Marshall,  deceased,  on  trust,  yearly  to  pay  two  third  parts  of  the  said 
rent-charge  into  the  hands  of  the  vicar  of  East  Retford  for  the  time  being,  to 
be  by  him  distributed,  at  his  discretion,  every  Christmas,  amongst  20  of  the 
oldest  and  poorest  widows  or  single  women,  inhabitants  of  East  Retford,  and 
Rep.  19.  3 C the 
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the  remaining  third  part  thereof  into  the  hands  of  the  rector  of  West  Retford 
for  the  time  being,  to  be  by  him  distributed,  at  his  discretion,  every  Christmas, 
amongst  10  of  the  oldest  and  poorest  widows  or  single  women,  inhabitants  of 
West  Retford. 

Although  this  donation  was  void  by  the  Act  of  9 Geo.  2,  c.  3G,  as  being 
a devise  of  a rent-charge  for  charitable  purposes,  the  annual  sum  of  10/.  is 
received  from  Mr.  William  Bower,  the  present  owner  of  the  Long-holme  Closes, 
by  the  treasurer  of  the  corporation.  The  sum  of  6/.  13s.  4d.,  being  two  thirds 
thereof,  is  paid  to  the  vicar  of  East  Retford,  and  the  remaining  third  part  is 
paid  to  the  rector  of  West  Retford,  for  distribution  in  their  respective  parishes. 
The  application  of  the  latter  sum  will  be  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities 
of  West  Retford  in  a subsequent  part  of  the  present  Report. 

Welch’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Welch,  by  a Codicil  to  his  Will,  hearing  date  25th  April  1818,  and 
proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  York  in  the  same  year,  gave  to  the  minister 
and  bailiffs  of  East  Retford  the  interest  to  arise  from  the  sum  of  100/.,  to  be 
by  them  distributed  amongst  10  poor  widows  of  the  parish  of  East  Retford,  for 
ever,  at  Christmas. 

This  sum  of  100/.  was  received  by  the  corporation  of  East  Retford,  and  the 
annual  interest  of  51.  is  paid  by  the  treasurer  in  respect  of  it. 

For  the  distribution  of  this  and  the  eight  preceding  charities,  a meeting, 
previous  notice  of  which  is  given  in  the  church,  is  held  at  the  vestry  soon  after 
Christmas,  which  is  attended  by  the  vicar,  the  senior  bailiff  of  the  corporation, 
and  the  churchwardens. 

Previously  to  the  year  1827  the  sums  arising  from  these  charities,  (with  the 
exception  of  the  interest  of  Welch’s  charity,  which  was  given  in  conformity 
with  the  donor’s  directions,)  were  united,  and  distributed  amongst  poor  persons 
of  East  Retford  attending  the  meeting,  in  sums  varying  from  Is.  to  5s.,  the 
names  of  the  persons  partaking  thereof  being  entered  in  a book  kept  for  the 
purpose  ; but  at  the  yearly  meeting  which  took  place  on  31st  January  1827, 
a more  regular  mode  of  disposing  of  the  charities  wras  adopted,  and  the  several 
sums  were  distributed  as  follows  ; viz. 

Clark’ s charity,  being  2/.  18s.,  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  in  small 
sums,  amongst  17  poor  persons.  The  donor’s  direction,  that  this  annuity  should 
be  given  to  three  poor  persons  only,  was  not  adverted  to  at  the  time  of  the 
distribution,  but  it  is  intended  that  this  error  shall  be  corrected  in  future. 

William  Wharton’s  charity,  being  2/.,  by  the  vicar  and  senior  bailiff',  in  small 
sums,  amongst  13  poor  persons. 

Moody’ s charity,  being  1/.  4s.,  by  the  vicar  and  senior  bailiff',  in  small  sums, 
amongst  11  poor  persons. 

Sharpe’ s charity,  being  1/.,  by  the  senior  bailiffs,  in  small  sums,  amongst 
six  poor  persons. 

Saltmarsh’ s charity,  being  1/.,  by  the  vicar,  in  six  sums  of  2s.  6d.  each,  and 
one  sum  of  5 s. 

Sutton’ s charity,  being  S /.,  by  the  vicar,  amongst  poor  persons,  in  sums 
varying  from  2 s.  to  5 s. 

Popplewell’ s charity,  being  2/.  10s.,  by  the  senior  bailiff,  in  small  sums, 
amongst  15  poor  persons. 

Woolby’s  charity,  being  (3/.  13  s.  4 d.,  by  the  vicar,  to  20  poor  widows,  in 
G s.  8 d.  to  each. 

Welch’s,  being  5 /.,  by  the  vicar  and  senior  bailiff,  amongst  10  poor  widows, 
in  sums  of  10  s.  to  each. 

Colery’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  the  tablet  in  the  church  that  John  Coleby  gave  5 s.,  to  be  paid 
yearly  to  the  churchwardens  of  this  parish  for  the  use  of  the  church,  and  a like 
sum  to  the  overseers,  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  and  charged  his  dwelling-house 
on  the  south  side  of  the  church  with  the  payment  of  the  said  two  sums. 

This  house  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  William  Clark,  having  been  purchased 
bv  him  more  than  20  years  ago. 

* These  annual  sums  had  been  unpaid  for  several  years  previous  to  the  time 
of  our  Inquiry,  but  we  were  informed  that  Mr.  Clark  was  willing  to  pay,  at 
Christmas  1827,  the  arrears  thereof,  which  had  accrued  for  the  six  years 
preceding,  and  to  continue  the  payments  in  future. 
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George  Wharton’s  Charities. 

A memorandum  was  produced  to  us  by  the  vicar,  from  which  it  appears  that 
George  Wharton,  of  East  Retford,  who  died  in  July  1727,  charged  a close  in 
Little  Gringley,  which  he  devised,  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  to  his  brother 
James  Wharton,  with  the  payment  of  15  s.  annually  to  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens of  East  Retford,  and  their  successors,  to  be  distributed  in  bread  011 
every  monthly  Sacrament-day,  by  15  d.  every  month,  amongst  the  poorest  and 
most  needful  people  of  East  Retford,  who  should  most  frequently  attend  the 
Sacrament  on  those  days,  with  a power  of  distress  in  case  of  non-payment. 

It  appears  from  another  memorandum,  that  the  same  donor  gave  5 s.  a year 
to  the  vicar  of  East  Retford,  to  be  paid  on  Easter-Monday,  on  condition  that 
he  should  on  the  preceding  Sunday  have  given  notice  of  the  gift  of  his  uncle, 
William  Wharton,  to  the  poor,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  already 
stated. 

It  is  stated  on  the  benefaction-table  in  the  church  that  George  Wharton 
gave  one  close  in  Domine  Cross  to  the  head-master  of  the  free  grammar-school, 
to  read  the  common  prayer  on  every  Sunday  in  the  afternoon  in  the  church  of 
East  Retford,  and  also  51.  per  annum  out  of  his  estate  in  Little  Gringley,  for 
the  teaching  and  clothing  tive  poor  boys  of  this  parish  not  being  the  sons  of 
freemen,  for  ever,  and  appointed  John  Simpson,  James  Wharton,  and  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Gylby,  the  vicar,  trustees  of  the  same. 

An  annual  sum  of  61.  1 5 s.  thereof,  for  bread  for  the  poor,  5 s.  for  giving 
notice  of  William  Wharton’s  legacy,  and  51.  for  teaching  and  clothing  poor 
boys,  is  received  by  the  vicar  from  the  agent  of  an  estate  in  Little  Gringley, 
which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Wharton  family,  but  is  now  the  property  of 

Wilson,  esq.,  who  married  the  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Wharton 

Amcotts. 

The  sum  of  15  s.  is  applied  in  providing  15  penny-loaves  on  the  first  Sunday 
in  every  month,  which  are  distributed  to  the  poor  communicants  at  the 
sacrament. 

The  sum  of  5s.  is  reserved  by  the  vicar  for  reading  a memorandum  relative 
to  William  Wharton’s  charity  on  Easter-Sunday. 

And  the  sum  of  51.  is  expended  by  the  vicar  in  clothing  five  poor  boys  of 
the  parish  of  East  Retford  who  attend  the  national  school. 

The  close  at  Domine  Cross,  stated  in  the  benefaction-table  to  have  been  given 
by  this  donor,  and  which  is  situate  near  the  town  of  Retford,  is  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  Rev.  William  Mould,  the  head-master  of  the  grammar-school  of 
East  Retford.  It  is  stated  to  contain  rather  more  than  two  acres,  and  to  be 
worth  about  10/.  per  annum.  The  vicar  states  that  during  the  last  three  years 
prayers  have  been  read,  and  a lecture  preached  by  himself  on  Sunday  evenings, 
having  made  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Mould  for  that  purpose. 

♦ 

Minnitt’s  Charity. 

Jonathan  Minnitt , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  28th  December  1815,  and 
proved  at  York  in  1818,  reciting  that  it  had  been  a custom  for  many  years  for 
some  clergyman  of  the  church  of  England  to  read  prayers  in  the  parish-church 
of  East  Retford  about  six  in  the  evening  of  every  Sunday  throughout  the  year, 
under  the  denomination  of  a lecture,  which  evening  lecture  was  reported  to 
have  been  founded  by  a Mr.  or  Mrs.  Wharton,  and  that  the  persons  who  had 
the  disposal  of  the  said  lectureship  had  usually  given  the  same  to  the  master  of 
the  grammar-school  in  East  Retford ; and  further  reciting,  that  it  would  tend 
to  the  encouragement  of  religion  if  a sermon  was  preached  immediately  after 
the  evening  prayers  read  by  such  lecturer  as  aforesaid,  and  that  he  was  desirous 
of  making  some  provision  for  the  establishment  of  so  good  a work,  directed  that 
Francis  White,  his  executor,  should  at  the  end  of  12  months  after  his  decease, 
out  of  the  monies  thereby  given  to  him,  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  vicar  and 
churchwardens  of  East  Retford  150/.,  to  be  by  them  placed  out  on  government 
or  real  securities,  either  in  the  name  of  the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  or  of  one 
or  more  trustees  ; and  that  the  yearly  interest  thereof  should  be  received  by  the 
said  vicar  and  churchwardens,  and  by  them  annually  paid  to  the  person  so 
appointed  to  be  or  officiating  as  a lecturer  as  aforesaid,  on  condition  of  his 
preaching  a sermon  immediately  after  the  said  evening  service  ; and  in  case  the 
lecturer  for  the  time  being  should  not  deem  the  said  interest  a sufficient  recom- 
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East  Retford.  pense  for  preaching  the  said  sermon,  or  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  preach  such 
. “ — sermon,  lie  directed  that  the  said  interest  should  during  such  refusal  or  neglect 

M]Z^,27lty’  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  distributed  in  money  amongst  such  of  the 

v °-Ll * poor  inhabitants  of  and  belonging  to  the  parish  of  East  Retford  as  they  should 

deem  proper  objects  of  charity ; but  that  such  distribution  should  cease  when- 
ever the  clergyman  officiating  as  lecturer  should  preach  such  sermon,  whether 
induced  so  to  do  by  the  benefit  thereby  appointed  for  him,  or  by  any  additional 
benefit  given  to  him  by  others ; and  he  directed  that  the  vicar  and  church- 
wardens should  yearly  reimburse  themselves  out  of  the  interest  arising  from  the 
said  150/.  all  costs  and  charges  that  they  might  be  put  to  concerning,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  same  ; and  that  the  above-mentioned  clauses  of  his  will  should  be 
read  on  every  Easter-Sunday  in  the  parish-church  of  East  Retford  immediately 
after  morning  service  : and  he  gave  to  the  said  Francis  White  all  his  monies  and 
personal  estate  not  thereinbefore  bequeathed. 

This  legacy  was  not  paid  until  a few  weeks  previous  to  our  Inquiry,  when 
Mr.  F rancis  White,  the  executor  of  this  donor’s  will,  paid  the  sum  of  150/.  into 
the  Retford  bank  to  the  account  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  without 
any  interest  thereon,  but  on  an  application  being  made  to  him  by  the  church- 
wardens he  agreed  to  pay  the  interest  due  in  respect  of  the  legacy  for  eight 
years,  amounting  to  60/. 

For  the  last  three  years  an  evening  lecture  has  been  preached  on  Sundays  by 
the  vicar,  for  which  a subscription  has  been  raised. 

It  was  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  proposed  that  of  the  above-mentioned  CO/., 
to  be  received  from  Mr.  White,  a sum  of  22/.  10s.,  being  the  amount  of  three 
years  interest  on  the  legacy,  should  be  paid  to  the  vicar  as  having  preached  the 
lecture  ; and  that  he  and  the  churchwardens  should  distribute  the  residue  thereof 
at  their  discretion  amongst  deserving  poor  objects  of  this  parish. 

It  was  also  intended  to  place  out  the  principal  sum  of  150/.  on  government 
security. 

Brown’s  Charity. 

Brown’s  Charity.  Sarah  Broicn,  by  her  Will,  as  appears  from  an  extract  thereof  produced  to 
us,  of  which  the  date  was  not  stated,  gave  21/.  to  the  trustees  or  managers  of 
the  Boys  and  Girls  charity-school  in  East  Retford,  to  be  placed  on  good  per- 
sonal security,  on  trust,  to  apply  the  interest  thereof  unto  and  between  the 
scholars  for  the  time  being,  equally,  provided  that  in  case  the  said  charity-school 
should  be  discontinued  for  twelve  months,  the  said  21  /.,  and  the  interest  which 
should  be  then  undisposed  of,  should  be  bestowed  by  the  said  trustees  and 
managers,  in  such  proportions  and  at  such  times,  for  the  benefit  of  such  poor 
girls  within  East  Retford,  in  teaching  them  reading  and  needlework,  as  the 
trustees  and  managers  should  appoint. 

It  is  stated  on  the  church-tablet  that  this  legacy  was  given  in  1795. 
v It  appears  from  a note  in  the  hand-writing  and  under  the  signature  of  the 

Rev.  Mr.  Morton,  late  vicar  of  East  Retford,  that  this  sum  was  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  receiver  of  the  corporation  by  Mr.  Toole,  the  executor  of  Mrs. 
Brown. 

The  sum  of  215.,  as  the  interest  of  the  above-mentioned  legacy,  is  paid  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  corporation  to  a schoolmistress  for  instructing  two  poor  girls 
in  reading  and  needlework. 

Marshall’s  Charity. 

Marshall’s  Charity.  Beaumont  Marshall,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  23d  September  1825,  gave  to 
the  bailiffs  and  aldermen  of  East  Retford,  and  their  successors,  100  /.  to  be 
paid  at  the  end  of  six  calendar  months  after  his  decease  to  the  said  bailiffs  and 
aldermen  in  council  assembled,  and  to  be  received  by  them,  and  recorded  in 
their  book  of  entries,  in  aid  of  the  corporation  funds,  on  trust,  to  pay  the 
interest  of  the  same  amongst  10  poor  families  in  East  Retford,  in  equal  shares, 
at  Christmas,  for  ever ; and  he  directed  that  the  two  bailiffs  and  the  vicar  of 
East  Retford  for  the  time  being  should  have  power  to  nominate  such  10  poor 
families  as  they  should  think  proper  objects,  but  he  desired  that  they  would 
always  prefer  such  poor  people  as  were  not  accustomed  to  receive  parish-allow- 
ance, and  he  appointed  the  bailiffs  and  vicar  of  East  Retford  for  the  time 
being  to  be  the  distributors  of  the  said  interest  at  Christmas. 

Mr.  Marshall  died  in  April  1826,  and  the  legacy  of  1001.  was  received  by 
the  treasurer  of  the  corporation  on  the  10th  November  following. 
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At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  it  was  intended  that  at  the  annual  meeting  in  East  Retford. 
January  1828  for  disposing  of  the  charities  a distribution  should  be  made  of  Mr  JjjrN  . 
the  interest  at  the  rate  of  5 per-cent  per  annum  from  November  1826  to  ’ ^continued.  * 
January  1828.  ^ ^ 

Tlie  ])oor  of  East  Retford  partake  of  a charity  given  by  Dame  Frances  Pierre- 
pont,  but  as  the  chapter  of  Southwell  are  the  trustees  thereof  it  is  not  within 
the  scope  of  our  Inquiry. 

A statement  of  the  particulars  of  the  free  grammar-school  of  East  Retford 
was  given  in  our  Fourth  Report,  p.  I87. 


PARISH  OF  WEST  RETFORD. 

Trinity  Hospital. 

John  Bareli , of  West  Retford,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  11th  November  w est  Retford. 

1664,  reciting  that  he  was  invested  with  an  inheritance  of  land  of  a good  value,  

which  had  descended  from  his  brethren  to  him,  in  whom  the  blood  of  his  an-  Einny  HospitaL 
cestors  in  the  lineal  stem  was  like  to  fail,  and  that  he  was  zealous  that  an  hos- 
pital for  poor  people  might  be  founded  therewith,  appointed  the  Honourable 
William  Pierrepont,  Sir  George  Savile,  bart.  Sir  William  Hickman,  bart. 

Anthony  Eyre,  Francis  Stringer,  and  Francis  Sandys,  esqs.  executors  of  his 
will,  on  trust,  for  effecting  the  said  work  ; and  to  so  many  of  them  only  as 
should  accept  of  the  same  trust,  and  to  their  heirs,  he  devised  all  his  messuages, 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  whatsoever,  situate  in  West  Retford  and 
elsewhere,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  on  trust,  that  they,  or  any  two  of 
them  accepting  of  the  trust,  should  by  deed  enrolled  in  Chancery,  as  soon  as 
conveniently  might  be  after  his  decease,  erect,  found  and  establish  his  capital 
messuage,  with  the  appurtenances  wherein  he  then  dwelt,  situate  in  West 
Retford,  between  the  highway  on  the  east  and  the  New  Close  on  the  west,  the 
Dyall  Close  on  the  south,  and  the  Hall  Close  on  the  north,  to  be  an  hospital 
fort  he  finding  sustentation  and  relief  of  poor  and  impotent  men,  to  have  continu- 
ance for  ever.  And  he  directed  that  according  to  the  authority  given  for  that 
purpose  by  statute,  his  executors  and  trustees  should  by  such  deed  appoint 
that  the  said  hospital,  and  poor  and  impotent  men  therein  to  be  placed,  to  the 
number  of  16,  as  brethren,  and  the  subdean  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Lin- 
coln, and  his  successors,  as  master  and  governor  thereof,  should  be  incorpo- 
rated by  the  name  of  the  “ Master  and  Governor,  and  the  Brethren,  of  the 
“ Hospital  of  the  Holy  and  undivided  Trinity  of  West  Retford,  in  the  County 
“ of  Nottingham  and  that  his  executors  should  appoint  the  said  subdean 
of  Lincoln  and  his  successors  to  be  the  sole  visitors  of  the  said  hospital,  and  that 
the  said  master,  governor  and  brethren  should  have  full  power  to  purchase  and 
receive  manors  and  lands,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  and  to  have  a common  seal ; 
and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  subdean  and  his  successors,  on  the 
death  of  any  of  the  brethren,  to  place  another  in  his  room,  wherein  the  poor 
of  the  blood  and  kindred  of  the  testator  should  be  first  preferred,  and  after 
them  those  of  the  neighbourhood.  And  he  further  appointed,  that  after  such 
deed  should  be  executed,  and  the  hospital  established,  his  said  executors  and 
trustees  should  by  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  convey  all  his  messuages,  lands 
and  tenements  in  West  Retford  and  elsewhere,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham, 

(except  those  lands  and  tenements  which  he  himself  purchased)  to  the  use  of 
the  said  master  and  governor,  and  brethren,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  for 
the  maintenance  and  sustentation  of  the  said  hospital  to  have  continuance  for 
ever,  and  that  they  should  make,  in  writing  under  their  hands  and  seals,  such 
rules,  local  statutes,  and  ordinances  for  the  order,  direction,  visitation,  placing, 
or  on  just  cause  displacing,  of  such  master  and  governor  and  brethren  as  should 
be  thought  fit  and  assigned  by  them,  such  rules  being  not  repugnant  to  the  laws 
of  the  realm,  wherein  he  desired  that  the  said  master  and  governor  for  his  pains 
and  visitation  should  have  20/.  per  annum,  and  every  of  the  said  16  brethren 
10/.  per  annum  a-piece  ; and  he  devised  to  his  said  executors  his  advowson  of 
the  rectory  of  West  Retford  to  be  sold  for  payment  of  his  debts,  which  he 
directed  should  be  first  paid  before  any  thing  of  his  said  foundation  should  b j 
Rep.  19.  3 C 3 done. 
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done,  and  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  all  his  lands  should  be  assets  in  the 
hands  of  his  executors  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  surplusage  of  the  said 
rents  in  the  mean  time,  and  the  money  so  to  be  raised,  should  be  applied  to  the 
said  hospital  and  towards  the  foundation  thereof;  and  he  directed  that  10/.  per 
annum  out  of  the  profits  of  his  said  lands  should  be  applied  for  the  repairing  of 
the  said  hospital,  if  his  lands  would  bear  it  with  the  other  charges,  or  when  the 
same  would  afford  it ; and  he  gave  40  s.  per  annum  for  ever  to  be  issuing  out 
of  his  said  lands  unto  the  governors  of  the  free-school  of  Gainsborough 
towards  the  setting  of  the  poor  people  of  the  town  of  Gainsborough  on 
work. 

By  a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  made  6 August  20  Charles  2,  in  a 
cause  in  which  the  said  William  Pierrepont,  Sir  George  Savile,  Sir  William 
Hickman,  Anthony  Eyre,  Francis  Stringer,  and  Francis  Sandys  were  plaintiffs, 
and  Richard  Corke  and  John  Lloyd  were  defendants,  reciting  the  will  of  the 
said  John  Darell,  and  that  his  said  executors  had  filed  their  bill  against  the 
said  Richard  Corke,  who  claimed  to  be  entitled  to  certain  lands  in  Ordsall,  by 
virtue  of  a conveyance  from  Thomas  Darell,  the  brother  of  the  testator,  to 
George  Johnson,  and  other  deeds  dated  in  1659 ; and  that  the  said  Richard 
Corke  had ‘brought  several  actions  of  ejectment  against  the  plaintiffs  tenant  of 
the  said  lands,  it  was  decreed,  that  the  plaintiffs  and  their  heirs  should  for  ever 
thereafter  hold  the  same  lands,  being  then  of  the  annual  value  of  about  45/. 
according  to  the  trusts  of  the  will  of  the  said  John  Darell,  charged  and 
chargeable  with  the  payment  of  a clear  yearly  rent  of  40  /.  to  the  said  Richard 
Corke  and  his  heirs,  and  that  the  said  Richard  Corke  should  convey  the  said 
lands  to  the  said  plaintiffs  and  their  heirs  charged  with  the  payment  of  that 
rent,  and  that  the  plaintiffs  should  pay  to  the  said  Richard  Corke  118/.  in  full 
of  the  arrears  of  the  said  rent  then  due  to  him,  and  should  receive  such  rents 
as  were  then  in  arrear. 

By  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale,  bearing  date  21  February  1670,  and 
enrolled  in  Chancery,  the  said  Richard  Corke,  in  obedience  to  the  said  decree, 
conveyed  to  the  said  Sir  George  Savile,  then  Viscount  Halifax,  and  the  other 
executors  and  their  heirs,  a Close  in  the  parish  of  Ordsall,  called  Open  Bigging, 
and  a close  adjoining  on  the  west  side  called  Babworth  Close,  in  the  tenure  of 
Stephen  Coe,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  18/.  10s.,  and  a close  called  Bishop’s 
Close,  in  the  tenure  of  William  Darell,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  9/.  and  two  closes 
called  Ratcliffe  Close  and  Millstone  Close,  in  the  tenure  of  Alexander  Tonge, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  13  /.  8s.  8 cl.,  and  a close  called  Cob  Close,  in  the  tenure 
of  John  Darell,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  8 /. ; the  said  closes  called  the  Babworth 
Close,  Bishop’s  Close,  Ratcliffe  Close,  and  Millstone  Close,  adjoining  to  the 
west  side  of  the  Open  Bigging,  and  the  Cob  adjoining  to  the  east  side  of  the 
Open  Bigging,  all  situate  in  the  parish  of  Ordsall,  subject  to  the  payment,  for 
ever,  of  the  yearly  rent  of  40/.,  without  any  deduction  for  taxes,  to  the  said 
Richard  Corke  and  his  heirs,  with  power  for  the  said  Richard  Corke  and  his 
heirs  to  distrain  on  the  said  lands  in  case  the  same  rent  should  be  in  arrear,  and 
if  it  should  be  in  arrear  60  days  to  enter  and  take  possession  of  the  said  lands. 

By  a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  made  5 July  21  Charles  2,  in  a cause 
in  which  John  Rayner  was  plaintiff,  and  the  said  George  Viscount  Halifax  and 
the  other  executors,  and  Robert  Mapletoft  the  then  subdean  of  Lincoln,  were 
defendants,  after  setting  forth  the  donor’s  will,  and  the  decree  in  the  before- 
mentioned  suit  between  the  executors  and  Richard  Corke,  and  that  the  estates 
devised  by  the  said  John  Darell  for  charitable  purposes  were  insufficient  to 
answer  the  amount  of  the  yearly  sums  directed  to  be  paid  thereout  for  the  use 
of  the  said  hospital,  and  to  pay  the  said  rent  of  40/.  out  of  part  of  those  estates 
to  the  said  Richard  Corke,  it  was  decreed,  that  as  the  revenue  of  the  said  estate 
was  so  diminished  that  16  poor  men,  at  the  allowance  of  10/.  per  annum  each, 
and  20/.  per  annum  for  the  master,  could  not  be  thereby  maintained,  the 
number  of  the  said  poor  men  should  be  reduced  to  10  only,  having  the  same 
allowance  of  10  /.  each,  and  that  the  master’s  allowance  should  be  reduced  to 
15  /.  per  annum,  that  so  the  estate  might  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  said  chari- 
table use,  and  that  if  the  revenue  of  the  estate  should  at  anytime  after  increase, 
the  master’s  allowance,  and  the  number  of  the  poor  men  should  also  be  increased 
in  proportion  suitable  to  the  advance  of  the  estate. 

By  deed,  bearing  date  4th  June  I672,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery,  the  said 
George  Viscount  Halifax,  William  Pierrepont,  Sir  William  Hickman,  Francis 

Stringer, 
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Stringer,  and  Francis  Sandys,  the  surviving  executors  of  the  said  John  Darell, 
founded  and  established  the  capital  messuage  of  the  said  John  Darell  for  an 
hospital  of  poor  and  impotent  people,  and  appointed  that  the  said  hospital,  and 
the  10  poor  persons  therein  placed,  and  in  the  said  deed  named  as  brethren, 
and  their  successors,  and  James  Gardiner,  D.  D.  subdean  of  Lincoln,  and  his 
successors,  as  master  and  governor  thereof,  should  be  incorporated  by  the  name 
mentioned  in  the  donor’s  will.  And  they  also  appointed  that  the  said  subdean 
and  his  successors  subdeans  of  Lincoln  should  be  sole  visitors  thereof,  subject 
to  such  statutes,  ordinances  and  rules  for  the  government  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration and  its  members,  and  the  disposition  of  the  rents  and  revenues  thereof, 
as  the  said  surviving  Executors  under  their  hands  and  seals  thereunto  annexed 
had  made,  with  power  for  the  said  master  and  brethren  to  take  lands,  Sec.,  and 
directions  as  to  the  appointment  of  the  brethren,  similar  to  those  mentioned  in 
the  donor’s  will. 

The  statutes,  ordinances  and  rules  annexed  to  this  deed,  are  as  follows, 

Article  1.  The  master  to  keep  a ledger-book,  fairly  written,  of  all  receipts 
and  payments,  and  wages  touching  or  relating  to  the  said  hospital. 

2.  The  master  and  the  major  part  of  the  brethren  may  elect  and  choose  one 
of  the  said  brethren  every  three  months,  to  be  overseer  of  the  said  hospital  in 
the  absence  of  the  said  master,  for  which  said  time  such  of  the  brethren  so 
elceted  shall  have  5 s.  for  his  salary. 

3.  No  brother  to  be  elected  or  admitted  which  shall  be  under  the  age  of 
50  years. 

4.  No  drunkard,  nor  person  that  hath  any  infectious  disease,  nor  person  that 
hath  been  known  to  have  been  a common  beggar,  shall  be  elected  or  admitted 
to  be  a brother  of  the  said  corporation. 

5.  That  such  as  shall  be  of  kindred  of  John  Darell,  late  of  West  Ret- 
ford, in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  gent.,  deceased,  shall  be  preferred  to  be 
a brother  in  any  vacant  place  before  any  other  ; and  in  the  next  place,  such  as 
shall  be  of  the  neighbourhood  to  the  said  hospital  shall  be  elected  and  ad- 
mitted. . 

G.  The  master  shall  elect  to  every  vacant  place  by  death  or  other  voydance 
within  14  days  after  notice  thereof,  to  be  left  in  writing  at  his  house  in  Lincoln, 
and  if  the  said  master  shall  fail  to  make  such  election  within  14  days  after  such 
notice  so  left  at  his  house,  that  then  the  baliffs  of  East  Retford,  and  the  Parson 
of  East  Retford  for  the  time  being,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  elect  to  such  vacant 
place,  and  shall  admit  such  person  so  elected  within  other  14  days  after  such 
failure  of  the  said  master,  and  if  the  said  bailiffs  and  parson  for  the  time 
being,  or  two  of  them,  shall  not  make  such  election  within  the  said  14  days, 
the  archbishop  of  York  for  the  time  being  shall  make  such  choice  and 
election. 

7-  No  brother  to  be  elected  is  to  have  any  profit  till  they  have  staid  a month 
in  the  hospital,  the  money  due  for  that  time  being  put  in  the  common  chest. 

8.  The  parson  of  West  Retford  for  the  time  being  is  to  read  prayers  once 
a day  in  the  hospital  to  the  said  brethren,  except  on  Sundays  and  holydays,  for 
the  doing  thereof  he  is  to  have  50s.  yearly ; and  if  the  said  parson  shall  refuse 
or  neglect  to  do  the  same,  then  the  overseer,  or  such  other  brother  as  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  major  part  of  the  saidbrethen,  shall  do  the  same,  and  read  prayers 
twice  a day,  and  have  allowed  him  40s.  a year  for  his  pains  therein. 

9.  Every  brother  is  to  receive  the  sacrament  three  times  in  every  year,  and  to 
go  to  church  when  there  is  service  said  there. 

10.  That  there  shall  not  be  above  three  brethren  absent  from  the  said  hos- 
pital at  any  time,  and  that  no  brother  shall  be  absent  from  the  said  hospital 
above  two  months  in  one  year,  and  but  a fortnight  at  any  time  ; and  if  any  of 
the  said  brethren  shall  stay  above  a fortnight  at  any  time  from  the  said  hospital 
such  brother  so  absenting  himself  shall  have  but  half  their  allowance,  and  the 
rest  to  be  put  into  the  common  chest. 

11.  No  brother  shall  lodge  in  East  or  West  Retford  out  of  the  said  hospital, 
and  the  time  when  they  go  from  the  said  hospital,  and  the  time  when  they 
return  to  the  said  hospital,  shall  be  registered  and  6et  down  in  the  ledger-book. 

12.  No  stranger  shall  lodge  in  the  said  hospital,  except  he  be  allowed  by 
the  master  or  overseers,  and  if  any  brother  shall  permit  or  suffer  any  stranger 
to  lodge  in  his  room  without  such  license,  every  brother  so  offending  shall  for 
the  first  offence  forfeit  a month’s  allowance,  for  the  second  offence  one  quarter 
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West  Retford,  of  a years  allowance,  and  for  the  third  offence  he  shall  be  expelled  the  said 
hospital. 

Trinity  Hospital,  yq.  overseer  is  to  take  care  of  the  opening  and  shutting  of  the  gates  of 

v contmued-  tiie  said  hospital  at  due  hours,  viz.,  between  Lady- day  and  Michaelmas  at  six 

in  the  morning  the  gates  to  be  opened,  and  shut  at  nine  at  night,  and  the  other 
half  year  to  be  opened  at  eight  in  the  morning,  and  shut  at  six  of  the  clock  in 
the  night.  ' _ 

14.  Every  brother  is  to  repair  the  windows  of  his  own  chamber,  and  keep 
his  chambers  clean. 

1.5.  The  master  and  the  major  part  of  the  brethren  are  to  elect  a grave  an- 
cient woman  out  of  West  Retford,  who  is  to  make  clean  the  common  rooms, 
and  to  make  the  common  fires,  and  to  take  care  of  and  to  be  helpful  to  any  of 
the  brethren  that  shall  be  sick  or  weak,  who  shall  have  yearly  for  her  pains 
and  care  the  sum  of  50s. 

16.  The  seal  to  be  kept  locked  up  with  the  evidences  and  statutes  of  the 
hospital,  and  the  money. 

17.  The  master,  governor,  and  brethren,  shall  have  power  under  their 
common  seal  to  make  leases  for  21  years,  or  less,  but  for  no  longer  time ; 
whereupon  the  yearly  rent  now  reserved  and  paid  for  the  same  or  more,  shall 
be  reserved  upon  the  same,  and  not  less. 

18.  Every  brother  is  to  be  paid  every  four  weeks,  10  s.  in  money,  as  part 
of  his  10/.  yearly. 

19.  Every  brother  of  the  said  corporation  shall  once  in  every  two  years 
have  a gown  of  the  price  of  35  s.,  and  if  any  of  them  die,  or  be  removed, 
he  that  is  chosen  into  the  vacant  place  shall  have  and  wear  the  gown  of  him 
that  so  dieth,  or  is  removed,  until  the  time  that  new  gowns  are  provided,  which 
is  every  two  years,  at  Ladyday. 

20.  4 /.  every  year  shall  be  laid  out  in  coals  for  common  fires  for  the  use  of 
the  brethren. 

21.  Every  Trinity  Sunday  the  said  brethren  shall  dine  together  in  the 
public  room,  and  10.9.  is  to  be  allowed  out  of  the  public  stock  for  the  said 
dinner. 

22.  The  master  and  brethren,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  every  year 
choose  a bailiff  to  receive  their  rents,  and  take  care  that  the  estate  be  well 
managed  and  husbanded,  who  shall  pay  the  said  10,9.  every  four  weeks  to  the 
said  respective  brethren,  and  provide  the  gowns  and  coals  as  aforesaid ; and 
shall  have  allowed  him  20  nobles  yearly  for  the  same. 

23.  Every  brother  that  shall  be  a common  drunkard,  a common  swearer,  a 
blasphemer,  or  an  obstinate  refuser  to  go  to  divine  service,  or  such  a one  upon 
whom  the  punishment  of  the  pillory  hath  been  inflicted,  or  any  other  punishment 
for  a greater  offence,  shall  be  expelled  the  said  corporation,  and  one  other  shall 
be  elected  in  his  place,  and  the  master  is  not  to  expel  any  of  the  said  brethren 
otherwise  than  as  by  these  rules  directed. 

24.  If  any  after  he  is  received  as  a brother  shall  fall  into  any  infectious  or 
noisome  disease  he  also  shall  be  removed  by  the  master  and  major  part  of  the 
brethren  from  the  said  hospital,  yet  so  as  his  allowance  of  lOs.  every  four 
weeks  be  continued  and  paid  him. 

25.  If  any  appointed  to  read  prayers,  or  to  assist  any  brother  in  time  of  sick- 
ness, or  any  like  matter  of  importance,  as  to  take  the  office  of  porter  in  his 
course,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  the  same,  then  he  so  refusing  or  neglecting, 
shall  forfeit  a week’s  salary,  as  a penalty  for  every  such  offence. 

26.  The  master  for  the  time  being  is  to  take  care  to  see  these  rules  and 
orders  to  be  observed  and  kept ; and  the  master  is  to  keep  one  key  of  the  chest 
or  trunk  where  the  evidences  concerning  the  hospital  are  to  be  kept,  and  the 
bailiffs  of  East  Retford  the  other. 

27.  If  there  shall  be  any  surplusage  of  rents  or  other  profits  after  the  pay- 
ments and  disbursements  therein  appointed,  and  contingent  expenses  dis- 
charged, the  same  shall  be  divided  between  the  master  and  brethren  in  manner 
following ; viz.  the  master  to  have  two  parts  or  shares  of  such  dividend  the 
whole  to  be  divided  into  twelve  equal  parts  or  shares  ; and  the  said  ten  brethren 
to  have  the  other  ten  parts  or  shares  that  shall  so  remain,  to  be  equally  divided 
amongst  them. 

By  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale  bearing  date  11th  June,  IG72,  and  enrolled 
in  Chancery,  the  said  George  Viscount  Halifax,  and  the  other  four  surviving 

executors. 
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executors,  in  performance  of  the  trusts  in  them  reposed,  conveyed  to  the  said 
James  Gardiner,  subdean  of  Lincoln,  Richard  Denman,  and  nine  others,  the 
master,  governor,  and  brethren  of  the  said  hospital,  the  said  capital  messuage 
of  the  said  John  Darell,  witli  the  appurtenances,  and  all  other  the  messuages, 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  late  of  the  said  John  Darell,  in  West  Ret- 
ford, and  elsewhere  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  (except  the  lands  and  tene- 
ments with  the  appurtenances  which  the  said  John  Darell  had  purchased)  to 
hold  to  them  and  their  successors  for  ever,  on  trust,  that  all  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  said  messuages,  lands,  &c.  should  be  employed  by  them  and  their  suc- 
cessors for  ever,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  hospital,  and  of  the  master, 
and  governor  and  brethren  thereof  for  the  time  being,  for  ever,  subject  to  the 
payment  of  the  said  annual  sum  of  40/.  to  the  said  Richard  Corke,  and  his 
heirs,  and  paying  also  a yearly  rent  of  12f/.  to  the  said  Viscount  Halifax,  and 
the  other  executors  and  their  heirs. 

It  appears  from  an  old  account-book  of  this  hospital  that  the  rentcharge  of 
40/.  per  annum,  with  the  payment  of  which  the  lands  in  the  parish  of  Ordsall, 
conveyed  by  the  before-mentioned  deed  of  21st  of  February  I67O,  from  Richard 
Corke  to  Mr.  Darell’s  executors,  were  charged,  was  afterwards  purchased  by 
one  Henry  Halfhide,  and  paid  to  him  until  1694.  In  an  entry  in  the  same 
book,  purporting  to  be  made  by  the  Rev.  James  Gardiner,  the  first  master  of 
the  hospital,  at  the  time  of  his  promotion  in  1694  from  the  sub-deanery  to  the 
bishopric  of  Lincoln,  it  is  stated  that  the  lands  out  of  which  this  rentcharge 
was  payable,  by  reason  of  the  fall  of  rents  and  the  great  charge  of  fencing,  be- 
came in  1692  a burthen  to  the  hospital,  the  then  bailiff  not  being  able  to  clear 
40/.  out  of  those  lands,  so  that  it  was  thought  advisable  to  let  Mr.  Half  hide 
seize  them  for  the  security  of  the  rent. 

From  the  above  mentioned  period  these  lands  have  remained  out  of  posses- 
sion of  the  hospital.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  owner  of  the  rentcharge  was 
thus  allowed  to  seize  them,  as  they  must  be  at  the  present  time,  in  consequence 
of  the  general  increase  which  has  taken  place  in  the  value  of  land,  of  much 
greater  annual  value  than  the  amount  of  the  rentcharge,  but  we  apprehend 
that  there  is  no  hope  of  the  lands  being  now  recovered  for  the  benefit  of  the 
hospital. 

The  rental  of  the  hospital-lands  at  the  time  of  its  establishment,  including 
those  which  were  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  rentcharge  of  40/.,  appears 
to  have  amounted  to  192/.  5 s.  10 d.  per  annum,  subject  to  deductions  for 
assessments. 

By  Deed-poll,  bearing  date  14th  March  1770>  under  the  hospital-seal,  and 
signed  by  Robert  Dowbiggin,  governor  of  the  hospital,  and  the  ten  brethren, 
reciting  that  10/.  per  annum  was  not  a sufficient  allowance  for  the  sustentation 
of  the  brethren,  and  that  the  salary  of  the  master  was  too  small  for  his  pains, 
and  the  expenses  of  visiting  the  hospital,  and  that  their  estate  was  supposed  to 
be  then  rented  at  an  under-value,  the  said  governor  and  brethren  mutually 
consented  and  agreed  to  the  employment  of  a person  to  value  their  estate,  and 
that  the  advancement  thereof  (if  any)  should  go  to  the  increasing  of  the  gover- 
nor’s salary,  the  better  sustentation  of  the  brethren,  and  the  repairing  and 
defending  their  estate ; and  that  if  any  ejectments  or  other  proceedings  should 
fie  necessary  the  costs  should  be  paid  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  rents. 

The  common  fields  of  the  parish  of  West  Retford  were  inclosed  under  an 
Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1774.  The  portion  of  the  cost  of  that  inclosure 
payable  in  respect  of  the  hospital-lands,  and  the  expenses  of  fencing  the  allot- 
ments, and  of  repairing  and  improving  the  farm-buildings,  amounted  to  a 
considerable  sum,  and  a debt  was  thus  increased  which  was  afterwards  paid  off, 
the  rents  being  shortly  after  the  inclosure  increased  to  the  amount  of  450/. 
per  annum. 

About  the  year  1777  a part  of  the  hospital-land  was  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a navigable  canal  from  Chesterfield  to  the  river  Trent,  under  the 
powers  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  177L  An  annual  sum  of  18/.  2s.j,Sr/. 
paid  by  the  Canal  Company  in  respect  of  the  land  so  taken  appears  to  I'  >ve 
been  carried  to  the  account  of  the  hospital  from  1780  to  1791  ; and  in  an  eiltry 
in  the  book  containing  the  accounts  it  is  stated  that  a sum  of  200/.  received 
from  the  Canal  Company  was  expended  towards  paying  off  the  money  which 
had  been  borrowed  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the  inclosure.  If  the  an- 
nual sum  of  18/.  2 s.  3d.  was  paid  as  the  interest  of  the  purchase-money  the 
Rep.  19.  3 D principal 
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West  Retford.  principal  sum  must  have  amounted  to  considerably  more  than  200/.,  and 

therefore  the  application  of  a part  of  the  purchase-money  does  not  appear  to 

, Trinity  Hospital,  be  accounted  for. 

con  l™e  By  the  Canal  Act  it  was  directed  that  all  sums  of  money  to  be  paid  to  cor- 

porations, trustees,  &c.  for  the  purchase  of  lands,  should  (if  exceeding  20  /.) 
be  laid  out  by  such  corporations,  &c.  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  to  be  conveyed 
to  them  or  to  their  use,  subject  to  the  same  trusts,  &c.  as  the  lands  for  which 
such  purchase-money  was  paid  were  settled  ; such  conveyances  to  be  at  the 
expense  of  the  Canal  Company,  and  that  until  such  purchase  should  be  made 
the  said  money  should  be  placed  out  by  such  corporation,  he.  in  the  public 
funds,  or  on  Government  or  real  securities  in  the  names  of  persons  to  be 
nominated  by  the  parties  interested,  and  to  be  approved  by  five  of  the  Com- 
missioners named  in  the  Act. 

In  a letter  from  Mr.  John  Charge,  of  Chesterfield,  on  the  part  of  the  Ches- 
terfield Canal  Company,  dated  in  1823,  in  answer  to  inquiries  made  by  the 
present  subdean  of  Lincoln,  and  master  of  the  hospital,  he  states  that  interest 
on  the  purchase-money  for  the  hospital-land  was  paid  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dow- 
biggin,  the  master  of  the  hospital,  from  1777  to  1792,  when  the  principal  was 
paid  to  him,  and  that  he  (Mr.  Charge)  was  informed  that  the  same  was  applied 
in  building  new  houses  at  the  hospital ; but  he  contends  that  whether  it  was  so 
applied  or  not  was  immaterial  to  the  canal  proprietors,  and  that  under  the 
above-mentioned  clause  of  the  Canal  Act,  as  the  money  was  directed  to  be  laid 
out  by  corporations  or  trustees  in  the  purchase  of  lands  (although  the  com- 
pany might  have  been  called  on  to  pay  the  expenses  thereby  incurred)  the 
whole  business  rested,  after  payment  of  the  money,  with  the  trustees  of  the 
hospital  alone. 

We  apprehend  it  to  be  by  no  means  clear  that  the  company  were  justified  in 
paying  this  purchase-money  to  the  master  of  the  hospital  alone  without  seeing 
to  the  investment  of  it,  or  (as  far  as  appears)  obtaining  any  discharge  for  it 
from  the  master  and  brethren  ; but  as  a period  of  35  years  has  elapsed  since 
the  transaction  took  place,  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  even  if  it  could  be 
clearly  shown  that  a loss  was  sustained  by  the  hospital  in  consequence  of  the 
money  having  been  paid  to  the  master  alone,  the  canal  company  could  be  com- 
pelled to  make  it  good. 

In  January  1795  the  Rev.  William  Paley,  D.D.  became,  on  his  appointment 
as  subdean  of  Lincoln,  the  master  of  this  hospital,  and  finding  that  a great 
part  of  the  debt  contracted  at  the  time  of  the  inclosure  had  been  paid  offi  and 
that  the  income  of  the  hospital  was  sufficient  to  warrant  an  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  the  brethren,  he,  in  pursuance  of  the  decree  of  5th  July,  21  Chas.  2, 
and  in  conformity  wRh  the  original  intention  of  the  founder,  appointed  six 
additional  brethren,  thus  augmenting  the  number  from  ten,  at  which  it  had 
remained  from  the  time  of  that  decree,  to  sixteen,  and  six  new  dwellings  were 
then  erected  in  addition  to  the  number  often,  of  which  the  hospital  previously 
consisted.  The  expense  of  these  buildings  appears  to  have  amounted  to 
609/.  I85.  7 d.,  towards  which  Dr.  Paley  paid  a sum  of  230/.,  which  he  had 
received  from  Dr.  Dowbiggin’s  executors,  and  the  residue  was  gradually  liqui- 
dated out  of  the  rents. 

Shortly  after  Dr.  Paley  became  master  of  the  hospital,  in  consequence  of 
Sampson  Mossman,  the  then  bailiff,  having  obtained  possession,  as  tenant,  of 
a farm  belonging  to  the  hospital  called  Spittlehouse’s  Farm,  at  a rent  much 
below  its  fair  value,  and  of  differences  which  arose  between  Dr.  Paley,  as 
master,  and  the  brethren,  as  to  the  most  advantageous  mode  of  letting  the 
hospital  estates,  an  information  was  filed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  by  the 
Attorney-general,  at  the  relation  of  Dr.  Paley,  against  the  said  Sampson  Moss- 
man  and  the  then  sixteen  brethren,  by  which  it  was  prayed  that  the  said 
Sampson  Mossman  might  be  compelled  to  pay  the  full  value  of  the  said  farm 
during  the  time  that  he  should  have  been  in  the  occupation  thereof,  and  that 
the  same  farm,  and  all  the  other  trust-estates,  might  from  time  to  time  be  let 
by  public  auction  to  the  best  bidders,  and  that  if  it  should  be  found  beneficial 
to  the  charity  to  let  any  of  the  estates,  they  might  be  let  under  a decree  of  the 
Court  to  proper  tenants,  on  leases,  reserving  just  rents  according  to  the  improved 
value  of  the  premises,  and  that  the  brethren  might  be  compelled  to  join  with 
the  relator  in  such  lettings,  and  that  the  said  Sampson  Mossman  might  be  com- 
pelled to  deliver  up  Spittlehouse’s  farm  to  the  person  to  whom  it  should  be  so  let, 
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After  answers  had  been  put  in  by  the  defendants,  this  cause  came  on  to  be  West  Retford, 
heard  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  a decree  was  made  on  6th  December  . . -7—  . 

I797,  whereby  it  was  referred  to  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Court  to  set  a value  '^continued^  * 

on  the  Spittlehouse  Estate  by  way  of  rent ; and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  said  * j 

Sampson  Mossman  should  deliver  up  possession  of  that  estate  at  Michaelmas 
then  next  to  such  person  as  the  master  and  brethren  should  appoint,  and  that 
he  should  pay  such  annual  rent  as  the  master  should  set  on  the  premises  from 
Michaelmas  1795  to  that  time  ; and  that  the  master  should  approve  of  a proper 
person  to  survey  and  value  all  the  charity-estates,  and  should  also  approve  of 
a scheme  for  the  future  letting  thereof;  and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  relator 
should  pay  to  the  defendants,  the  brethren,  their  costs,  and  that  the  defendant 
Mossman  should  pay  to  the  relator  his  costs  of  the  suit  to  that  time,  together 
with  the  costs  which  he  should  so  pay  to  the  brethren. 

The  Master  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  whom  this  cause  was  referred,  by 
his  report  approved  of  a scheme  by  which  it  was  proposed,  that  the  necessary 
steps  should  be  immediately  taken  by  the  master  and  brethren  of  the  hospital 
for  new  letting  such  of  the  estates  as  were  then  out  of  lease  ; that  in  case  the 
majority  of  the  brethren  should  refuse  or  neglect  to  concur  with  the  master  of 
the  hospital  in  all  necessary  steps  for  that  purpose,  he  alone  should  proceed  to 
what  might  be  necessary  ; that  previously  to  the  expiration  of  any  lease  of  the  „ 
said  estates  similar  measures  should  be  taken  for  new  letting  them  ; that  the 
master  of  the  hospital  should  from  time  to  time  advertise  that  he  should  be 
ready  to  receive  proposals  for  letting  the  said  estates  for  any  term  not  exceed- 
ing 21  years,  under  the  usual'  covenants  ; that  the  master  and  major  part  of 
the  brethren  should  decide  on  the  proposals  received  in  pursuance  of  such 
advertisements,  and  should  let  the  estates  accordingly,  but  if  the  major  part  of 
the  brethren  should  not  concur  with  the  master,  he  alone  should  decide  on  the 
proposals  and  let  the  estates,  provided  that  the  lessees  should  execute  counter- 
parts of  their  leases,  containing  proper  covenants,  and  give  security,  to  be 
approved  of  by  the  Master,  to  whom  the  cause  was  referred,  for  payment  of 
the  rents  and  performance  of  the  covenants  ; and  that  if  the  master  of  the 
hospital  should  not,  in  consequence  of  such  advertisements,  receive  proposals 
offering  to  pay  as  much  rent  as  the  premises  should  be  respectively  valued  at, 
in  the  valuation  made  in  pursuance  of  the  said  decree,  the  said  estates  should 
be  advertised  by  the  master  of  the  hospital  to  be  let  publicly  at  West  Retford 
to  the  best  bidder,  such  best  bidder  giving  security  for  payment  of  the  rent 
and  performance  of  covenants  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Master,  to  whom  the 
cause  was  referred. 

By  a further  decree  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  made  in  this  cause  3d 
December  1799,  it  was  ordered  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Master  to 
tax  all  the  parties  except  the  defendant,  Sampson  Mossman,  their  subsequent 
costs,  which,  when  taxed,  should  be  paid  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
charity-estates  received  or  to  be  received,  and  that  the  then  stipends  allowed 
to  the  master  and  brethren  of  the  hospital  should  be  continued  till  after  such 
costs  should  be  paid,  and  that  the  surplus  of  the  rents  of  the  hospital-estates, 
after  paying  such  costs,  should  be  applied  in  increasing  the  said  stipends  in  the 
like  proportions  as  they  then  respectively  stood,  and  that  the  future  rents  and 
profits  of  the  charity-estates  should  be  from  time  to  time  applied  in  increasing 
the  said  stipends  in  the  same  proportions  until  the  further  order  of  the  Court ; 
and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  above-mentioned  Master’s  report  as  to  the  future 
management  of  the  charity  should  be  confirmed  with  the  following  variations, 
viz.  that  instead  of  the  master  of  the  hospital  alone  deciding  on  the  proposals 
for  letting  the  estates,  in  case  the  major  part  of  the  brethren  should  not  concur 
with  him,  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Master  of  the  Court  to  whom  the  cause 
was  referred  to  decide  on  the  proposals  ; and  that  in  that  part  of  the  scheme 
which  stated  that  if  the  master  of  the  hospital  should  not  in  consequence  of 
advertisements  receive  proposals  to  pay  as  much  rent  as  the  premises  were 
respectively  valued  at,  in  the  valuation  made  in  pursuance  of  the  decree,  there 
should  be  added,  that  the  estates  should  be  advertised  by  the  master  of  the 
hospital  to  be  let  publicly  at  West  Retford  to  the  best  bidder,  and  should  be 
let  accordingly,  such  best  bidder  from  time  to  time  giving  security  for  payment 
of  rent  and  performance  of  covenants  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Master  to  whom 
the  cause  was  referred,  and  that  in  such  case  the  leases  should  be  approved  of 
by  him ; and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  information  against  the  defendant, 
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Sampson  Mossman,  should  stand  dismissed,  and  that  any  of  the  parties  should 
be  at  liberty  to  apply  to  the  Court  as  there  should  be  occasion. 

The  costs  ordered  by  the  last-mentioned  decree,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  rents 
of  the  charity -estates,  were  subsequently  taxed  at  the  sum  of  193/.  17 s.  5 d. 

In  consequence  of  these  proceedings  nearly  the  whole  of  the  hospital  estates 
was  let  in  1800  on  leases  for  21  years  from  Michaelmas  in  that  year,  and  the 
rents,  after  such  leases  were  granted,  amounted  to  about  800/.  per  annum. 

The  present  master  of  the  hospital  is  the  Rev.  Henry  Vincent  Bayley,  D.  D., 
who  was  appointed  subdean  of  Lincoln  on  the  death  of  Dr.  PaJey  in  1805. 

The 


SITUATION 

of  PREMISES. 

TENANTS  NAMES. 

TENEMENTS. 

West  Retford  - 

Bedford,  Thomas  - 

. 

A garden  ----- 

D°  - 

- 

- 

- - D° 

- 

J Sundry  tenements,  shop,  farm  buildings 
^ garden  ------ 

and| 

D°  - 

- 

- 

- - D° 

- 

Tenements  ----- 

- 

D°  - 

- 

- 

- - D° 

- 

Buildings  and  land  - 

- 

- 

West  Retford  and  Ordsall 

- - D» 

- 

Tenement,  farm-buildings,  yard,  and  lands 

- 

West  Retford  - 

- 

Bonsor,  (late)  Mrs. 

. 

House,  garden  and  lands 

. 

• 

West  Retford  and  Ordsall 

- 

Bonsor,  Miss 

- 

Cottage,  farm-buildings  and  lands  - 

- 

- 

West  Retford  - 

- 

- 

Bonsor,  John 

- 

House,  cottage  and  yard 

- 

- 

D°  - 

- 

- 

Bower,  (late)  Martin 

- 

Canal  Close  ----- 

- 

- 

D°  - 

- 

- - - D°  - 

- 

Hall  Close  ----- 

- 

- 

D°  . 

- 

- D°  (late  Golland) 

- 

New  Hall  Close  - - - - 

- 

- 

D°  - 

- 

- D°  (late  Williamson)  - 

- 

Lands  ------ 

- 

- 

Ordsall  - • 

- 

- D°  (late  Plant)  - 

- 

Appleton  Close  - - - - 

- 

- 

West  Retford  - 

- 

Burden,  James 

- 

Sundry  tenements  and  garden 

- 

- 

D°  - 

- 

Burrows  - 

- 

Blacksmith’s  Shop  ... 

- 

- 

D°  - 

- 

Clark,  James  and  Thomas 

- 

Garden,  nursery,  and  lands 

- 

- 

D”,  and  Ords.l!l 

Dixon,  Bilby 

- 

Garden  and  close  - 

- 

- 

West  Retford 

- 

Hannam,  Richard  - 

- 

A close  ----- 

- 

- 

D°  - 

- 

Holberry,  Joseph  - 

- 

House  and  lands  - - - - 

- 

- 

1 

1 

O 

>— < 

- 

Holliday,  John 

- 

Tenements,  workshop,  yard  and  garden 

- 

- 

D°  - 

- 

Ibberson,  William  - 

- 

Cottage  and  garden  ... 

- 

- 

West  Retford  and  Ordsall 

Moss,  James  - 

- 

Farm-house,  and  buildings  and  lands 

- 

- 

West  Retford  - 

- 

fNelson,  (late)  William,  now 
widow  - 

his 

f .Sundry  buildings,  yard,  &c.,  near  to  the 
mill,  and  lands  - - - - 

paper-1 

D°  - 

- 

Sprenthall,  Sarah  - 

- 

Sundry  tenements  and  yard  - 

- 

- 

West  Retford  and  Ordsall 

Undy,  William 

- 

Farm-house,  and  buildings  and  lands 

- 

- 

D"  - - 

- D°  - 

Walker,  John 

- 

Farm-house,  and  buildings  and  lands 

- 

- 

West  Retford  - 

- 

Warburton,  John  - 

- 

House,  barn,  garden,  and  lands 

- 

- 

West  Retford  and  Ordsall 

White,  Francis 

- 

Farm-house,  buildings  and  lands 

- 

- 

Ordsall  - 

- 

1 

1 

• 

O 

Q 

1 

1 

- 

Farmer-lane  Close  - - - 

- 

- 

D°  - 

- 

- - D° 

- 

Appleton  Close  - - - - 

- 

- 

West  Retford  - 

• 

Whitton  Williams’s  widow 

. 

Cottage  in  two  tenements,  and  yard 

- 

- 

D"  - 

- 

Wright,  Thomas  - 

- 

Tenements  and  lands,  barn  and  yard 

- 

• 

D°  . 

• • 

- 

The  Hospital  and  Garden 
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The  leases  for  21  years  granted  in  1801  having  expired,  the  premises  which  West  Retford, 
had  been  held  under  them  were  re-let,  partly  in  1821,  and  partly  in  1822,  on  the  _ - — — 

valuation  of  Mr.  Edward  Bctham,  a surveyor  of  Lincoln.  Some  of  them  were,  1 !1" 

in  consideration  of  improvements  recently  made,  or  about  to  be  made  by  the  v “ _ 

tenants,  leased  for  terms  of  21  years,  others  were  leased  for  shorter  terms,  and 
the  residue  it  was  considered  most  advisable  to  let  to  yearly  tenants  on  account 
of  the  uncertain  state  of  the  price  of  agricultural  produce. 

The  following  is  a Rental  of  the  property  of  the  Hospital.  The  rents  stated  in 
it  are  considered  to  be  the  fair  value  of  the  respective  tenements: 


QUANTITIES 

of 

Separate  Parcels. 

TOTAL 

QUANTITIES. 

RENTS 

of 

Separate  Parcels. 

TOTAL 
of  each 

Tenant’s  Rent. 

TERM  S. 

A.  R.  P. 

A.  R.  P. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

- 

- 

2 — — 

- 

yearly  tenant. 

- 

. 

21  - - 

- 

7 years  from  29  September  1821. 

. 

- 

7 - - 

- 

yearly  tenant. 

12  o 35 

. 

25  - - 

- 

- - d*. 

47  o 13 

- • - 

70  - - 

. 

- - d®. 

59  1 8 

125  - - 

- 

5 0 30 

- 

30  - - 

21  years  from  29  September  1821. 

- 

90  2 32 

. 

150  - - 

yearly  tenant. 

- 

- 

. 

15  - - 

8 years  from  29  September  1822. 

o 

o 

•4- 

- 

12  - - 

- 

8 years  from  29  September  1822. 

4 l 3i 

- 

21  10  - 

- 

21  years  from  29  September  1808. 

3 i 1 5 

- 

16  - - 

. 

21  years  from  29  September  1807. 

37  2 37 

- 

54  - " 

. 

8 years  from  29  September  1822. 

2 1 22 

- 

10  - - 

. 

8 years  from  29  September  1822. 

51  3 25 

113  10  - 

♦ 

- 

- 

9 - - 

yearly  tenant. 

- - - 

11  1 7 

- 

42  - - 

21  years  from  29  September  182 2. 

- 

221 

. 

8 1 - 

yearly  tenant. 

- 

2 0 34 

. 

6 6- 

21  years  from  29  September  1822. 

- 

6 1 35 

- 

24  10  - 

yearly  tenant. 

15  0 - 

- - d°. 

- 

. 

. 

5 - - 

- - d°. 

- 

49  2 16 

- 

84  - - 

- - d°. 

- 

3 1 0 

- 

31  10  - 

21  years  from  29  September  1822. 

1G  - - 

yearly  tenant. 

- 

70  1 7 

. 

117  - - 

- - d°. 

... 

47  2 38 

- 

69  - - 

- - d°. 

- 

810 

. 

1J  - - 

- - d". 

46  2 26 

. 

90  - - 

. 

- - d®. 

5 3 22 

- 

22  - - 

. 

- - d°. 

3 2 34 

- 

15  - - 

- 

- - d°. 

56  1 2 

127  - - 

4 - - 

- - d°. 

- 

18  3 9 

. . . 

3 G - - 

- - d\ 

* 

CO 

CO 

CO 

1,044  17  - 

1 3 20 

485  2 24 
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The  hospital  consists  of  a common  hall,  or  chapel,  with  a small  dwelling  ad- 
joining to  it  inhabited  by  a nurse,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take  care  of  any  of  the 
brethren  who  may  be  ill,  and  16  dwellings  for  the  brethren,  10  of  which  con- 
tain only  one  room,  and  are  very  old  buildings,  and  in  a decayed  state ; the 
other  six,  containing  two  rooms  each,  are  those  which  were  erected  in  1795,  but 
they  appear  not  to  have  been  built  in  a substantial  manner.  It  is  therefore  pro- 
posed that  the  whole  of  the  hospital  shall  be  rebuilt,  and  with  that  view  a fabric- 
fund  has  been  created  in  the  manner  hereinafter  stated.  There  is  a plot  of 
ground  in  front  of  the  hospital,  and  a garden  behind  it,  which  is  divided  between 
the  16  brethren.  The  buildings  on  the  estate  are  stated  to  be  in  good  repair. 
The  external  repairs  of  the  cottages  are  paid  for  out  of  the  funds  of  the  hospital, 
the  other  repairs  are  done  at  the  expense  of  the  tenants. 

The  rents  are  received  half-yearly  in  May  and  November,  and  the  various 
payments  on  account  of  the  hospital  are  made  by  Mr.  William  Barker,  the  pre- 
sent bailiff  of  the  hospital,  who  was  appointed  to  that  situation  in  1825.  Half- 
yearly  accounts  are  made  out  by  him,  a copy  of  which  is  transmitted  to  the 
master  of  the  hospital,  and  another  copy  is  delivered  to  the  brethren. 


The  disbursements  are  as  follows, 

£.  s.  d. 

To  the  master,  under  the  name  of  salary,  per  annum  - - 20  - - 

To  ditto,  3/.  per  lunar  month,  amounting  to  per  annum  - - 39  - - 


To  each  of  the  16  brethren  2 Z.  per  lunar  month,  amounting  to 

per  annum  - - - - - - - - - 416  — - 

To  each  of  the  brethren  at  Christmas  3/.  10s.,  making  the  annual 

payments  to  each  29/.  10s.  per  annum  - - - - 56  - - 


To  the  master  at  each  half-yearly  rent-day  a dividend  of  the  surplus  rents, 
usually  amounting  to  1 7 /.,  in  each  half  year  - 
To  each  of  the  brethren  at  each  rent-day,  a dividend  usually  of  8/.  10  s.,  being 
half  the  amount  of  the  master’s  dividend,  amounting  to  per  annum 
To  the  nurse,  1 /.  per  lunar  month  ------- 

To  one  of  the  brethren  15s.  per  quarter  for  reading  prayers  twice  every  day 
in  the  hall,  and  to  one  of  the  brethren  5 s.  per  quarter  for  locking  and 
opening  the  hospital  gates  ------ 

To  the  bailiff  for  his  salary  --------- 

To  ditto,  for  making  copies  of  the  accounts  for  the  master  and  brethren 
To  the  governors  of  Gainsborough  school,  as  directed  by  the  founder  - 
For  the  land-tax  of  the  estates  - --  --  --  - 


£.  s.  d. 

59  - - 


472  - - 

34  - - 

272  - - 
13  - - 


4 “ - 
1010  - 
2 - - 

2 - - 
2 17  4 


£. 


871  7 4 


There  is  also  a dinner  provided  for  the  brethren  on  Trinity  Sunday  in  the  hall 
of  the  hospital,  the  cost  of  which  amounts  to  between  61.  and  7 /•>  and  on  Christ- 
mas-eve,  when  their  allowance  then  due  is  paid  to  them  ; a further  small  expense 
is  incurred  for  refreshments. 

Once  in  two  years  gowns  are  provided  for  the  brethren,  the  expense  of  which 
in  1825  amounted  to  361.  13  s.,  and  in  consequence  thereof  the  half-yearly  divi- 
dend paid  to  the  master  was  for  the  half  year  ending  in  November  1825,  12/.  85. 
instead  of  17 /.,  and  to  each  brother  61.  4 s.  instead  of  8/.  10s. 

After  the  death  of  any  one  of  the  brethren  there  is  paid  to  each  of  the  sur- 
vivors 3 s.  4 d.,  and  to  the  master  6 s.  8 d.  This  payment  probably  originated 
from  the  seventh  article  of  the  statutes,  under  which  no  brother  was  to  have 
any  profit  till  he  had  staid  a month  in  the  hospital,  which  regulation  is  now 
adhered  to,  and  the  money  due  for  that  time  was  to  be  put  into  the  common 
chest.  The  dividend  tor  the  half  year  in  which  a brother  dies,  which  would 
have  become  due  to  him  if  he  had  lived,  has  been  since  1809  carried  to  the 
account  of  the  fabric-fund  hereinafter  mentioned. 

In  October  in  each  year  there  is  provided  one  ton  of  coals  for  each  of  the 
brethren,  one  ton  for  the  nurse,  and  one  for  the  hall,  the  cost  of  which  is  about 
12/. 

The  sums  paid  for  the  repairs  of  the  hospital  are  also  charged  in  the  accounts, 
and  there  are  a few  other  incidental  expenses. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  founder  by  his  will  directed  that  10/.  out  of  the 
profits  of  his  lands  should  be  applied  for  repairing  the  hospital,  if  the  lands 
could  bear  it,  with  the  other  charges,  or  when  the  same  would  afford  it.  A11 

annual 
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annual  sum  of  10/.  has  been,  since  the  increase  of  the  rents  in  1800,  reserved  West  Retford. 

for  the  repairs  of  the  hospital.  This  annual  sum  is  paid  by  the  bailiff,  in  

November,  into  the  Retford  Bank,  to  an  account  in  the  name  of  the  master  of  rriuity  Hospital, 
the  hospital,  called  “ The  Fabric  Account,”  and  the  surplus  of  each  half-year’s  i con  lrme  ■ j 
rents,  after  payment  of  the  dividends  to  the  master  and  brethren,  are  paid  by 
him  to  the  same  account.  This  reservation  of  the  surplus-rents  commenced  in 
1821.  From  this  fund  the  bailiff  draws  out  from  the  bank  such  sums  as  are 
required  for  repairs  of  the  hospital,  or  of  the  cottages  on  the  estate,  and 
accounts  for  the  sums  so  drawn  out.  The  residue  has  been  allowed  to  accu- 
mulate as  a fund  for  rebuilding  the  hospital.  The  bankers  allow  2£  per-cent 
interest  for  the  sum  in  their  hands,  which  at  the  time  of  our  investigation 
(August  1827,)  amounted  to  632/.  6s.  7 d.  In  November  1826  a sum  of  100/. 
was  advanced  from  the  fabric-fund  to  Mr.  Francis  White,  one  of  the  tenants 
mentioned  in  the  rental,  towards  erecting  a barn  and  other  buildings  on  the 
land  occupied  by  him,  for  which  he  pays  interest  at  five  per-cent ; and  in  1827 
a sum  of  70  /.  was  paid  from  the  same  fund  for  bricks  prepared  for  the  intended 
rebuilding  of  the  hospital. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  sum  in  the  Retford  bank,  a sum  of  280/., 
paid  by  the  trustees  of  the  road  hereinafter  mentioned,  as  the  price  of  some 
old  houses  in  West  Retford  belonging  to  the  hospital,  and  a further  sum  of 
53/.  12s.  6d.,  paid  by  the  same  trustees  for  land  in  Ordsall,  also  belonging  to 
the  hospital,  taken  for  the  improvement  of  the  roads,  were  received  in  January 
1827  by  Mr.  Gervas  King  Holmes,  solicitor  of  East  Retford,  on  account  of  the 
master  and  brethren.  A part  of  them  has  been  lent  at  interest,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed that  these  sums,  with  the  accumulated  interest  thereof,  shall  also  be  ap- 
plied towards  the  rebuilding  of  the  hospital. 

The  brethren  are  appointed  by  the  master.  All  those  now  in  the  hospital 
resided  at  the  time  of  their  respective  nominations  in  the  county  of  Nottingham, 
and  most  of  them  within  a few  miles  of  West  Retford.  No  brother  is  appointed 
under  50  years  of  age.  It  is  not  known  that  there  are  any  of  the  kindred  of 
the  founder  (who  were  by  the  statutes  entitled  to  a preference,)  now  in  exist- 
ence. The  master  visits  the  hospital  usually  once  in  the  year,  or  oftener. 

In  May  1823  a petition  was  presented  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  by  which, 
after  setting  forth  the  will  of  the  donor,  the  principal  documents  relating  to  the 
foundation  of  the  hospital,  the  decree  in  Chancery  in  21  Chas.  2d.,  and  the 
proceedings  instituted  in  1795,  with  the  decree  made  thereon,  and  after  stating 
many  of  the  circumstances  relating  to  the  charity,  which  have  been  already 
detailed,  and  that  the  revenues  of  the  hospital  had  been  so  much  increased  that 
the  stipend  of  the  master  had  been  advanced  to  nearly  80/.,  and  the  stipend  of 
each  of  the  brethren  to  nearly  40/.  per  annum  ; and  that  of  the  improved  rents 
reserved  on  the  recent  reletting  of  the  property  a considerable  surplus  remained 
after  discharging  the  said  stipends,  and  other  necessary  expenses  ; it  was  fur- 
ther stated  that  under  an  Act  passed  in  53  Geo.  3,  for  enlarging  the  term  and 
powers  of  two  prior  Acts  for  widening  the  road  from  Bawtry  to  East  Markham 
Common,  and  from  Little  Drayton  to  Twyford  Bridge,  the  trustees  of  the  road 
were  authorized  to  purchase  and  take  down  certain  ancient  houses,  the  property 
of  this  hospital,  in  the  town  of  West  Retford,  and  that  they  had  purchased  the 
same  of  the  hospital  for  280/.,  and  were  about  to  take  down  the  same,  whereby 
that  part  of  the  hospital  estate  which  abutted  on  the  back  of  the  site  of  the 
said  houses,  being  in  length  about  ,220  feet,  and  in  breadth  about  7 5 feet,  would 
acquire  a new  frontage  to  the  said  road,  which  it  would  be  highly  advantageous 
to  the  said  hospital  if  it  were  enabled  to  let  out  on  building-leases,  by  which 
means  the  hospital  would  maintain  the  nature  of  its  property  nearly  as  in  times 
past,  and  prevent  the  deterioration  of  its  revenue,  which  wTould  otherwise  accrue 
by  the  unavoidable  removal  of  the  said  ancient  houses  ; that  a considerable 
part  of  the  principal  building  belonging  to  the  hospital  was  in  so  decayed  and 
ruinous  a state,  that  in  the  opinion  of  two  skilful  architects,  who'  had  been  em- 
ployed to  survey  the  same,  it  would  probably  become  uninhabitable,  and  fall 
down  ; that  an  estimate  had  been  made  of  the  probable  expense  of  rebuilding 
the  greater  part  of  the  hospital,  which  it  was  calculated  would  amount  to  at 
least  3,000  /.  ; that  there  wad  no  provision  contained  either  in  the  founder’s 
will,  or  in  the  statutes,  or  in  either  of  the  decrees  whereby  the  master  and 
brethren  were  empowered  to  raise  any  sum,  or  dispose  of  any  part  of  their 

3 D 4 surplus 
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West  Retford,  surplus  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  the  repairs  of  the  hospital  * : That  at  a meet- 

. . ing  of  the  master  and  brethren  recently  held  it  had  been  unanimously  resolved 

Trico?n«^«/lta1;  that  they  would  not  divide  the  surplus-revenue  among  themselves,  according  to 
^ ' _j  the  purport  of  the  27th  article  of  the  statutes,  but  would  apply  to  the  Court  for 

assistance  in  the  disposal  of  the  same,  in  such  manner  as  might  best  meet  the 
urgency  of  the  case  : That  it  did  not  appear  by  the  founder’s  will  that  the  trus- 
tees therein  appointed  had  any  power  to  make  statutes  for  the  ordering  and 
disposing  of  the  revenues  of  the  hospital,  but  only  for  the  order,  direction, 
visitation,  placing  or  displacing  of  the  master  and  brethren  thereof ; that  the 
said  27th  article  of  the  statutes  more  particularly  was  at  variance  with  the  will, 
and  with  the  decree  of  21  Chas.  2d.,  and  was  therefore  inconsistent  with  the  idea, 
that  the  trustees  had  thereby  exercised,  or  were  intending  to  exercise,  a power 
of  permanent  regulation  and  distribution  of  the  revenues  of  the  hospital.  The 
prayer  of  the  petition  therefore  was,  that  it  might  be  referred  to  one  of  the 
Masters  of  the  Court  to  inquire  into  the  trusts  of  the  hospital,  and  to  approve 
of  a scheme  for  the  due  regulation  and  management  of  the  revenues  thereof, 
and  that  such  alteration  might  be  made  in  such  of  the  statutes  as  related  to  the 
appropriation  and  apportionment  of  the  revenues,  as  far  as  compliance  with  the 
intention  of  the  testator  and  the  present  circumstances  should  be  found  to 
require  ; and  that  under  the  authority  of  the  Court  it  might  be  lawful  to  set 
apart  and  charge  the  surplus  of  the  revenues,  after  discharging  the  stipends  of 
the  master  and  brethren  at  the  rate  as  at  present  fixed,  and  the  customary  and 
contingent  expenses,  with  the  repayment  of  such  gross  sum  of  money  as  it 
might  be  declared  necessary  to  raise  for  the  immediate  rebuilding  of  the  hospital, 
and  that  the  purchase-money  of  the  said  houses  about  to  be  pulled  down,  and 
of  such  portions  of  land  as  might  be  taken  from  the  hospital-property  by  the 
trustees  of  the  turnpike  roads  might,  when  received,  be  also  applied  for  the 
purposes  of  the  said  rebuilding,  and  that  such  further  regulations  might  be 
made  in  respect  of  the  surplus  as  might  secure,  out  of  the  same  a permanent 
fabric-fund  for  the  future  repairs  of  the  hospital,  and  the  buildings  belonging 
to  the  same  ; and  that  it  might  be  lawful  for  the  hospital,  in  furtherance  of  the 
same  object,  and  for  the  improvement  of  the  revenues,  to  grant  building-leases 
for  the  term  of  60  years,  or  otherwise,  of  the  said  piece  of  ground  adjoining  the 
houses  about  to  be  pulled  down,  or  that  the  hospital  might  be  authorized,  as 
soon  as  the  repairs  before  mentioned  should  be  complete,  and  the  debt  thereby 
contracted  should  have  been  discharged,  to  apply  some  certain  sum  of  money, 
arising  out  of  the  said  surplus,  towards  the  erection  of  houses  on  such  piece  of 
ground,  and  also  on  other  parts  of  the  estates  which  were  well  situated  for 
building  upon,  so  that  the  said  ancient  houses  might  be  thereby  replaced,  and 
that  part  of  the  property  of  the  hospital  be  maintained  in  its  former  condition, 
and  such  improvements  be  obtained  as  would  conduce  greatly  to  the  permanent 
benefit  of  the  charity. 

The  land  specified  in  this  petition,  which  the  petitioners  prayed  that  they 
might  be  enabled  to  let  on  building-leases,  is  at  present  unoccupied,  and  lies' 
open  to  the  road  which  passes  over  the  site  on  which  the  old  houses  stood. 

The  petition  came  on  to  be  heard  shortly  after  it  was  presented  before  the 
Vice-chancellor,  who  directed  a reference  to  the  Master  as  prayed,  but  no  further 
proceedings  have  yet  taken  place  on  that  reference.  The  objects  detailed  in 
the  petition  are  very  important  to  the  welfare  of  the  charity ; and  from  the 
description  which  is  given  of  the  decayed  state  of  the  fabric  it  appears  very 
desirable  that  no  further  delay  should  occur  in  proceeding  on  the  reference 
before  the  Master,  and  in  obtaining  the  directions  of  the  court  as  to  providing 
a sufficient  fund  for  rebuilding  the  hospital. 

Darell’s  Scholarship. 

Darells  The  above-mentioned  John  Darell  by  his  said  Will  directed,  that  as  to  those 

Scholarship.  lands  and  tenements  which  he  himself  had  purchased,  his  executors  should,  by 
their  deed,  or  by  some  sure  establishment,  settle  and  establish  the  profits  thereof 
for  the  maintenance  of  some  ingenious  scholar,  whose  father  had  not  above 


* IVote. — It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  founder’s  will,  that  he  directed  that  an  annual  sum 
of  10/.  should  be  applied  in  repairing  the  hospital  when  the  income  of  the  lands  given  by  him  would 
bear  it. 

30/. 
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30/.  per  annum  in  lands  or  estates,  to  be  chosen  out  of  Lincolnshire  and  Not- 
tinghamshire, by  turns,  on  the  election  of  the  master  and  governor  of  his 
hospital,  and  his  successors,  and  the  archdeacon  of  Nottingham,  to  he  educated 
and  admitted  in  Exeter  College,  Oxford ; which  rents  and  profits  the  said 
scholar  should  have  and  receive  until  five  years  after  he  should  have  taken  the 
degree  of  master  of  arts  there,  or  until  he  should  he  settled  in  some  benefice, 
which  should  first  happen,  and  no  longer ; and  then  another  in  his  place  to  he 
chosen  and  maintained  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  same  to  have  continuance 
for  ever. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  act  was  done  by  Mr.  Darell’s  executors  and 
trustees  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  lands  mentioned  in  this  clause  of  his 
will  according  to  his  direction. 

The  property  now  belonging  to  this  branch  of  the  donor’s  charity,  all  of 
which  is  situate  in  West  Retford,  consists  of  the  following  particulars  : all  the 
occupiers  are  yearly  tenants. 


TENANTS  NAMES. 

TENEMENTS. 

Quantities. 

Annual  Rents. 

A. 

R.  P. 

£. 

s.  d. 

Bower,  late  Martin 

- 

- 

A close  .... 

6 

3 0 

15 

- - 

Lee,  Janies,  esq. 

- 

- 

f A piece  of  land  near  Mr.  Lee's! 
house  - - - -J 

0 

1 15 

2 

- - 

Small,  Frances 

- 

- 

f Sundry  tenements,  yard  and"| 
i garden  -/ 

- 

- 

20 

- - 

White,  Francis 

- 

A close  .... 

6 

3 0 

15 

- - 

A. 

13 

3 15 

52 

- - ■ 

The  rents  of  these  premises,  which  are  stated  to  be  of  a fair  amount,  are 
received  by  the  bailiff  of  Trinity  Hospital,  who  after  deducting  the  annual 
sums  of  2 s.  8 d.  for  land-tax,  and  1/.  for  his  salary  for  receiving  the  rents, 
remits  the  residue  to  a scholar  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford,  chosen  alternately 
as  a vacancy  occurs  by  the  subdean  of  Lincoln,  as  the  master  of  the  hospital, 
and  the  archdeacon  of  Nottingham. 

Church  and  Poor  Lands. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  7th  June  1699,  between  William  Johnson,  of 
West  Retford,  of  the  one  part,  and  William  Wintringham,  clerk,  John  Barker, 
jun.  gentleman,  Richard  Otter,  William  Nicholson,  Matthew  Nicholson, 
Thomas  Denman,  Joseph  Malam,  Richard  Undy,  Reginald  Cooper,  Thomas 
Nettleship,  John  Reddish,  and  Thomas  Brown,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that 
the  said  William  Johnson  and  divers  other  persons  had  been  seised  in  fee,  in 
trust,  for  the  church  and  poor  of  West  Retford,  of  a messuage  and  tenement 
situate  in  West  Retford,  in  the  occupation  of  William  Atkinson,  of  the  yearly 
value  of  10/.  theretofore  given  to  the  church  and  poor  of  West  Retford  afore- 
said, and  also  of  a cottage  or  tenement  in  West  Retford,  in  the  occupation  of 
John  Judson,  of  the  yearly  value  of  20 s.  also  theretofore  given  to  the  use  of 
the  church  of  West  Retford ; and  that  the  said  trustees  were  all  dead  except 
the  said  William  Johnson : The  said  William  Johnson,  for  continuing  the  said 
charity  and  settling  the  premises  on  other  trustees,  with  the  advice  and  direc- 
tion of  William  Simpson,  esq.  William  Sampson,  William  Porter,  and  John 
Piggott,  clerks,  and  William  Ward,  gentleman,  commissioners  for  charitable 
uses,  by  virtue  of  a commission  under  the  great  seal,  bearing  date  16th  July 
then  last,  granted  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  the  said 
messuage,  cottage  and  premises,  in  trust  for  the  said  church  and  poor  of  West 
Retford. 

By  Indenture  of  Feoffment,  bearing  date  3d  April  1797,  between  Anthony 
Barker  of  Bawdry,  surviving  son  and  heir-at-law  of  John  Barker,  jun.  mentioned 
in  the  above  abstracted  indenture,  of  the  first  part,  the  Rev.  Abraham  Youle, 
clerk,  rector  of  W est  Retford,  Thomas  Lacy  Dickonson,  of  West  Retford,  esq. 
Alexander  Emerson  of  West  Retford,  esq.  John  Parker,  of  East  Retford,  esq. 
Rep.  19.  3 E James 
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James  Moss,  of  West  Retford,  Edward  Golland,  of  West  Retford,  John  Barker, 
of  Mattersea  Kill,  Thomas  Brunsby,  of  East  Retford,  William  Clark,  of  East 
Retford,  John  Hutchinson,  of  East  Retford,  William  Ghest,  of  West  Retford, 
and  John  Denman,  of  Bevercotes,  of  the  second  part,  and  John  Holmes,  of  the 
third  part,  reciting  the  above-mentioned  indenture,  and  reciting  that  the  said 
premises  became  solely  vested  in  the  first-mentioned  John  Barker,  as  the  sur- 
viving trustee,  and  that  he  had  died  many  years  before ; and  that  the  said 
Anthony  Barker,  who  was  his  heir-at-law,  was  desirous  of  resigning  the  trust, 
and  conveying  the  premises  to  a sufficient  number  of  fit  persons  as  trustees  for 
continuing  the  trusts  ; and  reciting  that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  had 
agreed  to  accept  a grant,  and  to  become  trustees  of  the  said  premises  ; and  that 
the  commissioners  appointed  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  14th 
George  3,  for  inclosing  certain  open  fields  in  the  parish  of  West  Retford,  had 
awarded  to  the  trustees  for  the  church  and  poor  of  West  Retford  the  two  pieces 
of  land  thereinafter  mentioned,  in  compensation  for  all  the  estate  and  interest 
of  the  said  trustees  in  the  said  open  fields  : It  was  witnessed,  that  for  continuing 
the  said  trusts  the  said  Anthony  Barker  granted  and  enfeoffed  to  the  said  parties 
of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  the  messuage  mentioned  in  the  indenture 
of  1699,  being  then  divided  into  three  dwelling-houses  situate  in  West  Ret- 
ford, witli  the  homestead,  barn,  stable  and  yard  thereto  belonging ; and  the 
cottage  mentioned  in  the  same  indenture,  with  the  yard  and  outbuildings 
thereto  belonging ; and  a close  or  piece  of  ancient  inclosed  ground,  situate  in 
West  Rctfoid,  to  the  said  messuage  and  cottage  belonging,  called  the  Sheep 
Close,  containing  by  admeasurement  3 a.  1r.  28  p.  ; and  the  following  allot- 
ments awarded  to  the  trustees  for  the  church  and  poor  of  West  Retford  as 
aforesaid ; viz.  a piece  of  waste  land,  formerly  a lane  leading  down  to  the 
common,  containing  by  survey  1a.  3r.  29  p.  bounded  as  therein  described, 
and  a piece  of  land  in  the  West  Field  and  common,  containing  by  survey 
22a.  Or.  22 p.  bounded  as  therein  described,  in  trust,  for  the  church  and  poor 
of  West  Retford ; and  it  was  agreed,  that  when  the  said  trustees  should  by 
death  be  reduced  to  four,  the  survivors  should  convey  the  said  premises  to 
eight  or  more  proper  persons,  to  be  named,  or  appointed,  or  approved  by  such 
surviving  trustees,  and  the  heirs  of  such  grantees  or  feoffees,  to  the  use  of  such 
surviving  trustees,  and  of  such  grantees  or  new  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  on  the 
trusts  aforesaid ; and  so  from  time  to  time  as  often  as  the  trustees  should  be 
reduced  to  four. 

In  a memorandum  forwarded  to  us  by  the  Rev.  A.  Youle,  the  rector  of  West 
Retford,  and  one  of  the  trustees  appointed  in  1797,  four  deeds  earlier  than  that 
of  1699  are  mentioned,  dated  respectively  in  1594,  1599,  1631  and  1664,  but 
we  have  seen  those  only  of  which  we  have  given  abstracts.  It  is  also  mentioned 
that  there  was  a trust-deed  dated  in  1753,  and  another  dated  in  1790,  but  it 
is  stated  that  the  latter  was  found  to  be  defective,  and  that  therefore  the  deed 
of  1797  was  made.  It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  the  last-mentioned  deed 
takes  notice  of  the  deed  of  1699,  but  not  of  that  of  1753  ; and  the  trust-premises 
were  conveyed  by  Anthony  Barker,  not  as  having  any  interest  under  the  latter, 
but  as  the  son  and  heir  of  the  surviving  trustee  under  the  former  deed. 

Of  the  twelve  trustees  named  in  the  deed  of  1797  six  are  described  as  being 
of  West  Retford,  and  six  of  other  places.  It  is  contended  by  the  rector  that  the 
inhabitants  of  West  Retford  only  ought  to  be  trustees,  except  in  the  case  of 
a freeholder  of  considerable  property  residing  out  of  the  parish  ; and  it  is  stated 
by  him  that  the  first  instance  of  the  appointment  of  a trustee  not  resident  in  the 
parish  was  in  the  defective  deed  of  1790,  John  Parker,  esquire,  of  East  Retford, 
being  one  of  those  thereby  nominated.  It  is  probable  that  this  may  have  been 
the  practice  in  the  previous  appointments,  but  the  deed  of  1699  does  not  state 
the  residence  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  trust-premises  were  thereby  conveyed, 
nor  does  it  contain  any  directions  as  to  subsequent  nominations  of  trustees  ; and 
we  have  seen  no  document  to  show  that  it  is  a necessary  qualification  of  a person 
to  be  appointed  a trustee  that  he  should  be  an  inhabitant  of  this  parish. 

At  a meeting  in  January  1817  of  the  four  then  surviving  trustees  under  the 
deed  of  1797  the  following  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  being  entered  in  the 
book  of  the  charity,  were  signed  by  three  of  them,  Messrs.  Parker,  Hutchinson, 
and  Ghest,  the  Rev.  A.  Youle  objecting  thereto  ; viz. 

1.  That  the  majority  of  the  trustees  should  elect  eight  new  ones  in  the  room 
of  those  who  were  deceased. 

2.  That 
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2.  That  only  two  new  trustees  should  be  appointed  within  the  parish  of  West 
Retford. 

3.  That  the  following  gentlemen  should  be  appointed  trustees  : 

Messrs.  John  Kirke,  William  Mason,  and  Richard  Nettleship,  of  East  Retford. 
John  Gylby  and  George  Kippax,  of  Moor  Gate. 

John  Denman,  of  Bevercotes. 

Martin  Bower,  and  Peter  Dickonson,  of  West  Retford. 


West  Retford. 

Church  and  Poor 
Lands, 
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In  pursuance  of  these  resolutions  the  trust-premises  were  by  Indentures  of 
Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  19th  and  20th  May  1818,  conveyed  by  the  four 
surviving  trustees  to  the  above-mentioned  newly-elected  trustees,  (except  Mr. 
Peter  Dickonson,  in  whose  stead  the  Rev.  Henry  Dickonson,  of  Misson,  was 
substituted,)  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  the  surviving  and  the  new  trustees,  in 
trust,  for  the  church  and  poor  of  West  Retford. 

Messrs.  Kirke,  Nettleship,  and  Bower,  have  died  since  the  above-mentioned 
trust-deed  was  made.  In  1822  Mr.  George  Padley,  of  East  Retford,  was 
chosen,  and  has  since  acted  as  a trustee. 

The  property  belonging  to  this  charity  consists  of  four  tenements,  a barn, 
and  stable  in  West  Retford,  and  27  a.  1r.  39  p.  in  West  Retford  Fields,  now  in 
the  occupation  of  Matthew  Dawber,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  80/.  per 
annum,  (subject  to  a deduction  of  the  amount  of  the  poors  rates,  being  from 
2/.  to  31.  per  annum.) 

The  same  rent  has  been  paid  from  1798  to  the  present  time,  except  in  the 
year  1822,  when  an  allowance  of  20/.  was  made  to  the  tenant.  The  buildings 
are  repaired  by  the  tenant,  and  are  stated  to  be  in  tenantable  condition. 

This  estate  was  let  from  the  time  of  the  West  Retford  Inclosure,  which  took 
place  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1774,  to  Henry  Bonsor,  on  lease, 
for  a term  of  21  years,  at  12/.  per  annum.  This  rent  appears  to  have  been  very 
low,  but  it  is  stated  that  the  lease  was  granted  in  consideration  of  the  lessee 
expending  a considerable  sum  on  the  buildings,  &c.  of  the  estate.  The  amount 
of  rent  paid  for  the  year  1797  appears  to  have  been  60/.  The  letting  under 
which  the  present  rent  of  80/.  was  reserved  took  place  by  public  auction,  and 
it  was  proposed  that  there  should  be  a lease  for  21  years,  but  no  such  lease 
appears  to  have  been  executed. 

We  are  informed  that  during  the  period  of  Henry  Bonsor’s  tenancy  his  rent 
was  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  West  Retford,  and  that  one  moiety  thereof 
was  carried  to  the  churchwardens  general  account,  and  the  other  moiety  was 
distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  by  the  minister,  churchwardens,  and 
overseers. 

Since  the  trust-deed  of  1797  was  made,  the  following  gentlemen  have  suc- 
cessively filled  the  office  of  treasurer  : 

From  1798  to  1817,  Mr.  John  Hutchinson. 

From  1818  to  1822,  Mr.  Richard  Nettleship. 

From  1822  to  1823,  Mr.  William  Nelson,  who  was  not  a trustee. 

And  from  1824  to  1827,  Mr.  George  Padley. 


It  appears  from  the  accounts  that  from  1798  to  1802,  bills  were  paid  by  the 
treasurer  for  the  repairs  of  the  church,  and  in  some  instances  payments  were 
made  to  the  organist,  and  sums  were  also  distributed  to  the  poor,  but  during 
that  period  there  was  no  accurate  apportionment  of  the  rents  between  the  two 
objects  of  the  charity,  the  chuch  and  the  poor. 

At  a meeting  of  the  trustees,  held  in  April  1802,  it  was  resolved  that 
Mr.  Hutchinson,  the  treasurer,  should  pay  one  moiety  of  the  clear  half-yearly 
rents  to  the  churchwardens,  and  the  other  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  who 
should  attend  the  trustees  at  their  annual  meeting,  and  produce  an  account  of 
their  application  of  the  money  to  the  satisfaction  of  a majority  of  the  trustees 
present,  and  that  on  their  refusal  to  comply  therewith,  the  trustees  should  dis- 
continue to  authorize  them  to  receive  and  apply  the  same  ; that  the  church- 
wardens should  lay  out  their  moiety  solely  for  the  repairs  of  the  church,  and 
that  the  overseers  of  the  poor  should  pay  their  moiety  in  money  to  poor  families 
belonging  to  the  parish  of  West  Retford,  and  that  the  trustees  should  have 
power  to  call  a meeting  to  inspect  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  accounts 
when  they  should  think  proper. 

During  the  remaining  part  of  Mr.  Hutchinson’s  treasurership  one  moiety  of 
the  rents  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  the  churchwardens,  and  the  other  moiety 
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to  the  overseers,  a joint  account  being  kept  of  the  whole  ; but  since  1817  the 
accounts  of  the  two  moieties  have  been  separated. 

The  moiety  thus  paid  to  the  churchwardens  was  carried  to  their  general 
account,  but  a majority  of  the  trustees  being  of  opinion  that  the  application  of 
J this  moiety  ought  to  be  confined  to  the  reparations  of  the  fabric  of  the  church, 
and  not  extended  to  other  items  of  expenditure  in  the  churchwardens  account, 
determined  to  discontinue  this  mode  of  applying  it,  and  to  pay  such  bills  only 
as  might  be  produced  to  them  for  the  actual  repairs  of  the  church.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  only  sums  which  appear  from  the  treasurer’s  accounts  to  have 
been  paid  for  the  repairs  of  the  church  since  1817 : 

By  Mr.  Nettleship  - - - - - - £.2  - - 

By  Mr.  Padley  - - £.  G 18  7 

And  ' - - - 10  11  4 

£.17  9 11. 

We  apprehend  that  the  trustees  acted  correctly  in  determining  to  confine  the 
expenditure  of  this  moiety  of  the  rents  to  the  repairs  of  the  church,  but  it 
appears  to  us  that  in  adopting  that  determination  they  ought  to  have  entered 
into  an  arrangement  with  the  churchwardens,  so  that  it  might  be  clearly  under- 
stood by  the  latter  how  far  they  might  depend  on  payment  by  the  trustees  for 
the  expenses  which  might  be  incurred  in  such  repairs.  In  consequence  of  the 
payments  to  the  churchwardens  being  discontinued,  Mr.  Padley,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  treasurership  in  1824,  received  from  the  representatives  of 
the  preceding  treasurer,  Mr.  Nelson,  a balance  on  the  church  account  of 
220/.  13 s.  6d.,  of  which  he  placed  in  the  Retford  Bank  200/.,  which,  with 
interest  allowed  thereon  by  the  bankers,  had  in  August  1827  accumulated  to 
213/.  11s.  9^.,  and  there  was  at  that  time  a further  balance  in  Mr.  Padley’s 
hands  arising  from  his  receipts  in  respect  of  the  church  moiety  of  133/.  7 s.  5d. 
The  church  of  West  Retford  is  stated  to  be  much  in  need  of  repair,  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  reason  why  the  whole  of  these  balances,  if  necessary,  should  not 
be  applied  in  the  reparations  thereof. 

The  trustees  had  indeed,  previously  to  the  time  of  our  Inquiry,  agreed  to  pay 
the  expense  of  a new  east  window  of  the  church,  which  was  in  preparation,  and 
* it  was  stated  that  they  had  expressed  their  readiness  to  pay  out  of  the  funds 
the  expenses  of  any  work  done  at  the  church,  which  should  be  approved  of  by 
the  archdeacon  of  Nottingham,  who  resides  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  West  Retford.  If  the  archdeacon’s  opinion  can  be  from  time  to  time  obtained, 
it  appears  to  us  that  this  arrangement  will  tend  to  secure  the  proper  application 
of  the  trust-money,  and  that  the  best  course  of  proceeding  will  be  that  ail 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  repairs  or  improvements  of  the  church,  sanctioned 
by  the  archdeacon,  shall  be  procured  by  the  churchwardens,  and  that  the  neces- 
sary directions  for  doing  the  work  shall  be  thereupon  given  by  the  trustees. 

The  distributions  to  the  poor  of  West  Retford  of  the  other  moiety  of  the 
clear  rents  of  the  estate  were  made  until  December  1824,  by  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers,  who  produced  to  the  trustees,  for  their  approval,  lists 
divided  into  classes  of  the  persons  who  were  to  partake  of  the  charity,  and  the 
amount  was  paid  to  them  to  be  given  according  to  such  lists. 

At  a meeting  of  the  trustees,  held  in  February  1821,  it  had  been  resolved 
that  the  money  for  the  use  of  the  poor  shoidd  be  given  by  the  churchwardens 
or  overseers,  agreeably  to  the  list  that  they  should  send  to  the  trustees,  and 
that  the  treasurer  should  give  to  the  poor,  agreeably  to  that  list,  tickets  for  the 
sums  which  they  should  receive.  In  January  1825  the  lists  of  the  persons  to 
whom  the  distributions  had  been  directed  to  be  made  for  the  last  three  years 
were  printed  and  dispersed  in  the  parish  by  order  of  the  trustees ; and  in  con- 
sequence of  complaints  which  were  then  made  by  some  of  the  poor,  the  trustees 
determined  to  distribute  the  charity  themselves,  and  distributions  are  now 
made  by  them  twice  in  the  year,  usually  in  the  months  of  January  and  July. 
The  amount  of  the  distribution  made  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  in 
December  1824,  was  31  /.  7 s.,  the  preceding  one  having  been  in  December  1823. 

The  subsequent  sums  given  have  been  as  follows  : 


July  1825  - 

January  1826 
July  1826  - 
January  1827 


£.17  8 
16  10 
17  3 
17  - 


At 
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At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  (August  1827)  the  second  distribution  for  that 
year  had  not  been  made  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  some  of  the  trustees, 
but  it  was  intended  that  it  should  take  place  immediately,  and  that  as  there 
was  then  a balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  on  this  account,  of  29/.  3 s.  8 d., 
nearly  the  whole  of  that  sum  should  be  thus  disposed  of.  In  the  four  preceding 
distributions  the  sums  given  to  each  class  were,  to  the  first,  125.  ; the  second, 
8s.  ; the  third,  6s.  ; and  the  fourth,  45.  The  lists  of  each  distribution  are 
preserved,  and  such  alterations  are  from  time  to  time  made  in  them  as  become 
necessary  from  deaths,  or  the  introduction  of  additional  objects.  Some  of  the 
persons  whose  names  are  included  in  the  lists  receive  relief  from  the  parish  ; 
but  we  are  informed,  that  in  filling  up  such  vacancies  as  occur  care  is  taken  by 
the  trustees  to  select  the  most  deserving  poor,  and  such  as  are  not  receiving 
relief.  The  half-yearly  meetings  of  the  trustees  are  held  at  a public-house  in 
West  Retford,  kept  by  the  tenant  of  the  charity-estate.  Notice  thereof  is  given 
to  the  poor  in  the  lists,  who  appear  and  receive  their  portions,  and  notice  is  also 
given  to  the  parish-officers,  in  order  that  they  may  attend  the  meetings,  and 
give  information  to  the  trustees  of  the  state  of  the  poor,  but  we  were  told  that 
they  had  not  been  present  at  the  two  last  meetings  preceding  our  Inquiry. 

The  only  usual  expenses  incurred  in  the  distribution  of  this  charity  are  a sum 
of  5s.,  paid  at  each  meeting  for  a room  for  the  use  of  the  trustees,  and  a small 
charge  for  receipt-stamps,  which  are  paid  half  from  the  church-account  and  half 
from  the  poor-account.  In  1819,  a bill  of  16/.  95.  was  paid  to  Mr.  Holmes, 
solicitor,  of  East  Retford,  for  the  last  trust-deeds,  half  of  which  was  charged 
to  each  account.  In  1825  a small  sum  of  175.  6d.  was  paid  for  printing  the 
before-mentioned  lists,  and  charged  to  the  poor-account. 

The  treasurer’s  accounts  are  produced  at  each  half-yearly  meeting. 

It  is  urged  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Youle,  that  although  the  trustees  have  the  power 
of  letting  and  managing  the  estate,  the  rector,  churchwardens,  and  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  West  Retford  ought  to  receive  the  rents  of  this  estate,  either  from  the 
trustees  or  the  tenants,  and  ought  to  apply  one  moiety  for  the  use  of  the  church, 
and  the  other  moiety  for  the  use  of  the  poor ; but  it  appears  to  us  that  whatever 
may  have  been  the  customary  mode  of  disposing  of  the  income  of  the  charity 
when  it  was  of  small  amount,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  trustees  themselves  to  take 
care  that  the  rents  are  correctly  applied,  and  particularly  that  they  are  kept 
distinct  from  the  funds  raised  by  the  parochial  rates. 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  lands  are  considered  to  belong  to  the 
church  of  this  parish,  but  they  are  not  included  in  the  above-mentioned  trust, 
and  we  cannot  learn  that  there  are  any  deeds  relating  to  them. 

1.  A garden  in  West  Retford,  adjoining  the  turnpike-road,  containing  one 
rood,  which  was  let  by  auction  in  1803  by  the  Rev.  A.  Youle,  rector,  and  the 
then  churchwardens  of  West  Retford,  to  Mr.  Martin  Bower,  in  consideration  of 
a fine  of  105/.,  on  a lease  for  a term  of  99  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  25.  6d ., 
and  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  his  widow. 

Previously  to  the  lease  being  granted  this  parcel  of  land  consisted  of  an  open 
green,  where  the  children  of  the  town  used  to  play,  and  there  were  some  old 
ruinous  cottages  thereon,  which  were  pulled  down  after  the  lease  was  granted, 
and  the  materials  thereof  were  at  the  same  time  sold  by  the  rector  and  church- 
wardens for  20  /. 

2.  A garden  and  orchard,  containing  together  1a.  or.  22p.,  which  were  at 
the  same  time  let  by  auction  by  the  rector  and  churchwardens  to  Thomas 
Beardsall,  in  consideration  of  a fine  of  1G5/.,  on  a lease  for  a term  of  99  years, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  25.  6d.,  with  a power  for  the  lessee  to  dig  the  gravel  under 
the  land,  replacing  the  soil.  They  are  now  in  the  occupation  of  Henry 
Bowman.  This  land  was,  on  the  West  Retford  inclosure,  allotted  to  the  church- 
wardens of  that  parish. 

The  rector  and  churchwardens  do  not  appear  to  have  had  any  authority  to 
grant  these  leases  for  long  terms  in  consideration  of  fines  paid,  and  at  nominal 
rents  ; but  it  appears  from  an  entry  in  the  vestry-book  that  the  transactions  took 
place  with  the  approbation  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  it  was  agreed  that  all 
law-charges  should  be  paid  out  of  the  sums  received.  The  two  reserved  rents 
of  2 5.  6d.  each  are  now  received  by  the  churchwardens. 
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We  are  informed,  that  of  the  sums  received  as  above  a part  was  laid  out  in 
ceiling  the  church  and  other  repairs  thereof,  and  that  the  residue  was  lost  by 
the  failure  of  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Pocklington  & Co.  about  20  years  ago. 


There  is  a close  in  this  parish,  containing  3a.  Or.  30p.,  called  the  Bull 
Meadow,  now  in  the  occupation  of  William  Pennington,  in  consideration  of  his 
keeping  a bull  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants.  This  close  is  stated  to  have  been 
for  a great  length  of  time  occupied  by  a tenant  on  this  condition,  but  it  is  not 
known  by  whom  it  was  given  for  this  purpose. 

There  are  also  some  other  parcels  of  land  considered  to  belong  to  the  parish, 
the  rents  of  which  are  paid  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  and  carried  to  their 
general  account ; but  we  cannot  find  that  any  of  them  were  derived  from  gifts 
for  charitable  purposes. 

Backhouse’s  Charity. 

In  a terrier  entered  in  the  register  of  this  parish,  dated  in  1817,  it  is  stated 
that  John  Backhouse,  by  his  Will,  in  1558,  gave  20 d.  yearly  to  the  surveyors 
of  the  highways,  and  20  d.  yearly  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  West  Retford, 
to  be  paid  out  of  a house  in  West  Retford. 

This  house  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Miss  Bonsor.  The  above-mentioned 
small  sums  payable  in  respect  of  it  had  been  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  in  arrear 
for  some  years,  but  they  ought  to  be  collected,  and  we  apprehend  that  the  latter 
ought  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor. 

Coleby’s  Charity. 

In  the  same  terrier  it  is  stated  that  John  Coleby,  by  his  Will,  in  1613,  gave 
20 d.  yearly  to  the  churchwardens  and  20  d.  yearly  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  West  Retford,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  house  in  Chapel  Gate,  in  East  Retford, 
in  the  occupation  of  George  Brown. 

These  two  annual  sums  of  Is.  8 d.  each  are  received  by  the  churchwardens 
from  William  Eyre,  the  occupier  of  a house  in  Chapel  Gate,  in  East  Retford, 
which  he  occupies  as  tenant  to  the  corporation  of  East  Retford,  and  are  carried 
to  the  churchwardens  general  account ; but  we  apprehend  that  the  latter  ought 
to  be  distributed  to  the  poor. 

Brownlow’s  and  Johnson’s  School. 

By  the  Will  of  Stephen  Johnson,  bearing  date  8th  July  1723,  reciting  that 
his  kinsman  Richard  Brownloui,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  20th  March  1G91, 
whereof  the  said  Stephen  Johnson  was  sole  executor,  directed,  that  if  the  parson, 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  inhabitants  or  commoners  of 
West  Retford,  should  within  three  years  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Richard 
Brownlow,  at  their  costs,  purchase  of  the  owners  five  lands  ends,  near  adjoining 
to  his  nearest  built  messuage  in  West  Retford,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  said 
Stephen  Johnson,  and  his  heirs,  on  the  trusts  therein  mentioned,  the  said 
Stephen  Johnson  should,  within  a year  after  they  should  be  so  conveyed,  out  of 
the  monies  arising  from  his  Rutlandshire  estate,  which  he  thereby  devised  to  be 
sold,  or  otherwise,  pay  to  the  parson,  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  West 
Retford,  the  sum  of  500/.,  to  be  by  them  disposed  of  as  follows ; viz.  100/.,  to 
be  laid  out  towards  the  building  of  a free-school  in  West  Retford  for  the 
advantage  of  the  inhabitants  there,  they  finding  cartage  for  the  materials  for 
building  thereof,  and  300/.,  to  be  laid  out  in  a purchase  of  lands  of  inheritance 
in  the  names  of  trustees,  in  trust,  to  pay  out  of  the  profits  of  the  said  300/.,  to 
the  head  schoolmaster  of  East  Retford,  and  his  successors,  the  yearly  sum 
of  4/.,  provided  the  said  school  should  be  a free-school  for  all  the  boys  of 
West  Retford,  whether  free  scholars  or  others,  after  they  had  been  instructed 
in  the  Accidence  by  the  schoolmaster  of  West  Retford,  and  there  should  be  in 
the  school  of  East  Retford  one  scholar  at  least  taken  out  of  the  school  of  West 
Retford,  and  taught  by  the  said  schoolmaster  of  East  Retford ; but  if  it  should 
happen  that  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  West  Retford  should  be  sent  to  the 
school  of  East  Retford,  or  should  not  be  taught  well  there,  during  such  vacancy, 
or  neglect  to  teach,  the  said  yearly  sum  of  4/.  to  cease,  and  the  residue  of  the 
said  yearly  profits  of  the  said  300/.  to  be  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  of  West  Ret- 
ford for  the  time  being,  and  his  successors,  provided  that  the  school  of  West 
Retford  should  be  a free-school  for  all  the  poor  inhabitants  there  not  having  lands 
or  tenements  for  life,  or  any  greater  estate  above  the  value  of  10/.  a year,  nor 
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in  goods  and  chattels  above  the  value  of  150/.,  to  the  end  that  all  the  children  West  Retford. 

of  such  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  might  be  instructed  in  the  grounds  and  > ; 

principles  of  the  Protestant  religion,  and  taught  to  read  and  write  English  well,  johnson^School 
and  that  the  boys  of  such  inhabitants,  might  be  furnished  with  some  know-  continued.  * 

ledge  of  the  Latin  tongue;  and  the  remaining  100/.  to  be  laid  out  for  the  v ✓ 

finding  all  necessaries,  except  cartage,  for  the  improving  and  draining,  stooping, 
railing  and  quick-setting  of  the  ox-pasture  in  Babworth  Hill  Field,  in  the  parish 
of  West  Retford,  for  the  benefit  of  the  commoners  there;  and  that  the  said 
Stephen  Johnson  and  his  heirs  might  have  the  liberty  of  one  horse-gate  within 
the  said  common,  provided,  that  if  the  said  five  lands  ends  should  not  within 
three  years  after  his  decease  be  conveyed  to  the  said  Stephen  Johnson  and  his 
heirs,  or  if  the  inhabitants  or  commoners  of  West  Retford  should  not  find  such 
cartage  as  aforesaid  for  building  the  said  school,  or  for  improving  the  ox-pasture, 
the  legacy  of  500  /.  should  be  void  ; and  reciting,  that  the  parson,  churchwardens 
and  overseers,  and  inhabitants  or  commoners  of  West  Retford,  did  not  procure 
the  said  five  lands  ends  to  be  conveyed  to  the  said  Stephen  Johnson,  and  his 
heirs  as  aforesaid,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  nor  were  they  likely  to  purchase 
the  inheritance  of  the  said  five  lands  ends,  for  that  part  of  them  was  parcel  of  the 
glebe  belonging  to  the  rectory  of  West  Retford,  and  another  part  belonged 
to  the  hospital  of  West  Retford  ; nor  could  the  improvements  of  the  ox- 
pasture  be  made  according  to  the  intent  of  the  said  will,  for  that  the  rector  and 
hospital  at  West  Retford  had  also  right  of  common  there,  yet  nevertheless,  as 
to  the  charitable  intent  of  the  said  Mr.  Brownlow,  that  the  children  of  such 
inhabitants  of  West  Retford  as  were  mentioned  in  the  said  will  might  be  taught 
as  therein  directed,  it  not  being  in  the  power  of  the  head  schoolmaster  of  East 
Retford,  who  was  only  a stipendiary,  to  make  the  school  of  East  Retford  a free- 
school  for  the  boys  of  West  Retford,  as  was  intended  by  the  said  will,  the  said 
Stephen  Johnson  directed,  that  for  ever  thereafter  an  honest,  sober,  Church  of 
England  schoolmaster  should  be  from  time  to  time  chosen  bv  the  owner  of  his 
estate  for  the  time  being,  and  by  the  rector  of  West  Retford,  and  the  ministers 
of  Ordsall  Grove,  and  Babworth,  and  their  successors,  whom  he  made  visitors 
of  the  said  schoolmaster,  and  authorized  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  for 
any  misdemeanor  to  displace  him,  which  school  should  be  kept  in  some  con- 
venient place  in  the  town  of  West  Retford  ; and  he  directed  that  the  children 
to  be  taught  by  the  said  schoolmaster  should  begin  going  to  the  said  school  after 
five  years  of  age,  and  should  cease  going  thither  at  the  age  of  13,  and  for 
a salary  for  the  said  schoolmaster’s  instructing  the  said  children,  and  finding 
a convenient  place  in  West  R.etford  to  teach  them  in,  he  allowed  the  sum  of 
10/.  per  annum  without  deduction,  which  he  charged  on  all  his  lands  in  Tilne, 
in  the  parish  of  Hayton ; and  he  devised  the  said  10/.  per  annum  to  Thomas 
Gylby,  rector  of  West  Retford,  John  Piggott,  minister  of  Ordsall,  Stephen 
Cooper,  minister  of  Grove,  Richard  Wilson,  minister  of  Babworth,  and  their 
successors,  in  trust,  to  permit  the  said  schoolmaster,  and  his  successors,  to 
receive  the  said  10/.  per  annum;  and  in  case  of  nonpayment  to  enter  on  the 
said  estate,  and  hold  the  rents  thereof  till  the  arrears  should  be  paid,  provided 
that  if  the  parson,  churchwardens  or  commoners  of  West  Retford,  should  bring 
any  suit  against  his  executor  touching  the  said  legacy  of  500/.,  then  the  10/. 
per  annum  should  become  void. 

By  a Codicil  to  his  Will,  bearing  date  3d  June  1725,  the  said  Stephen 
Johnson  gave  to  the  before-mentioned  rector  and  minister,  and  their  successors, 
a cottage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  West  Retford,  near  the  North  Field  Gate, 
in  trust,  for  the  said  schoolmaster  intended  to  teach  the  children  of  West  Ret- 
ford, as  a convenient  place  for  that  purpose,  he  not  intending  to  take  away  any 
thing  of  the  10/.  per  annum  salary  given  in  his  will  for  teaching  the  said  children, 
and  finding  such  a place  ; and  he  desired  that  the  schoolmaster  might  be  a single 
person. 

A schoolmaster,  appointed  by  the  rector  and  ministers  of  the  parishes  men- 
tioned in  Stephen  Johnson’s  will,  receives  the  annual  sum  of  10/.  from  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Walker,  the  owner  of  an  estate  at  Tylne,  in  the  parish  of  Hayton,  and 
occupies,  rent-free,  the  house  in  West  Retford  given  by  the  codicil,  to  which 
there  is  a small  garden  attached.  He  has  occasionally  done  some  small  repairs 
of  the  house,  but  it  is  in  bad  condition,  and  no  fund  was  provided  by  the  donor 
for  its  repair.  In  this  house  the  schoolmaster  instructs,  free  of  expense,  all  the 
children  of  persons  of  West  Retford  who  think  proper  to  send  them  there, 
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West  Retford,  between  the  ages  of  5 and  13,  in  reading,  writing  and  the  Church-catechism. 

He  has  also  scholars  from  other  places,  for  whose  education  he  is  paid  by  their 

parents.  The  Rev.  A.  Youle,  the  rector  of  West  Retford,  occasionally  visits 
the  school. 

Johnson’s  Charity  for  the  Poor. 

Johnson’s  Charity  The  above-mentioned  Stephen  Johnson , esquire,  by  his  said  Will,  after  certain 
for  the  Poor.  specific  devises  of  land,  gave  all  the  residue  of  his  messuages  and  lands  to 
Thomas  Dickonson,  son  of  Lacy  Dickonson,  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his  first 
and  other  sons  in  tail-male,  with  other  remainders  over  ; and  after  directing  that 
his  last-mentioned  messuages  and  lands  should  be  charged  with  certain  annuities 
therein  specified,  and  with  all  other  annuities  or  annual  sums  which  he  should 
thereafter  give,  whether  for  years  or  for  life,  or  for  ever,  and  desiring  that  the 
persons  to  whom  his  estate  was  limited  while  they  should  possess  it  should  live 
in  his  dwelling-house  in  West  Retford,  in  hopes  and  expectation  that  the  poor 
of  that  time  might  receive  some  benefit  thereby,  gave  to  the  poor  of  West  Ret- 
ford, for  ever,  a yearly  sum  of  40  s.,  to  be  distributed  and  paid  to  the  most 
needful  poor  people  there  by  the  possessor  of  his  estate  for  the  time  being,  at  his 
discretion,  at  his  dwelling-house,  on  every  8th  day  of  'November,  as  the  same 
should  become  due  and  payable. 

This  annual  sum  of  40  s.  is  stated  to  have  been  distributed  by  the  late  Thomas 
Lacy  Dickonson,  esquire,  who  was  the  owner  of  the  above-mentioned  house 
and  estate  at  West  Retford  until  his  death  in  181G,  but  from  that  time  to  the 
time  of  our  Inquiry  (August  1827)  no  such  distribution  had  been  made. 

Peter  Dickonson,  esquire,  the  son  of  Thomas  Lacy  Dickonson,  is  the  present 
possessor  of  the  house  and  estate,  and  having  represented  to  him  that  this 
annuity  ought  to  be  disposed  of  by  him  according  to  the  donor’s  directions,  we 
were  informed  by  Mr.  Hannam,  his  solicitor,  that  Mr.  Peter  Dickonson  would 
without  delay  distribute  to  poor  persons  of  West  Retford,  to  be  selected  by 
himself,  the  arrears  of  the  annuity  for  10  years  from  the  time  of  his  father’s 
death,  and  would  on  the  ensuing  8th  November,  and  on  the  same  day  in  each 
succeeding  year,  distribute  40 s.  to  the  poor  in  like  manner. 

Woolby’s  Charity. 

Woolby’s  Charity.  The  particulars  of  the  charity  of  Mrs.  Ann  Woolby,  who  by  her  Will,  bearing 
date  28th  January  1812,  directed  that  the  third  part  of  a rentcharge  of  10/.  per 
annum,  which  she  thereby  gave  to  the  bailiffs  of  the  borough  of  East  Retford, 
should  be  paid  to  the  rector  of  West  Retford,  to  be  by  him  distributed,  at  his 
discretion,  every  Christmas  amongst  10  of  the  oldest  and  poorest  widows  or 
single  women,  inhabitants  of  West  Retford,  have  been  already  stated  in  the 
account  of  the  charities  of  East  Retford. 

The  annual  sum  of  31.  6s.  8 d.,  being  one  third  of  10/.,  is  received  from 
the  treasurer  of  the  corporation  of  East  Retford,  and  is  distributed  by  the  rector 
and  churchwardens  about  Christmas  amongst  10  of  the  oldest  and  poorest 
widows  of  West  Retford, 


PARISH  OF  STURTON-IN-THE-CLAY. 

Hopkinson’s  Charity,  and  Poors  Lands. 

Sturton-in-the-Clay.  Francis  Hoplinson,  of  Gainsborough,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  31st  Decem- 
— ber  1725,  gave  to  the  overseers  for  the  time  being  of  Sturton  (that  being  the 

'Tn  place  of  his  nativity)  all  his  lands  in  Sturton,  on  condition  that  they  should  lay 

Lands.  out  the  tents  thereof  yearly  for  clothing  the  most  needful  poor  people  there,  so 

far  as  the  same  would  go,  on  every  New  Year’s-day ; and  he  directed  that  the 
cloth  the  overseers  should  buy  for  that  purpose  should  be  a Yorkshire  kersey, 
of  about  4Gs.  a piece,  containing  18  yards,  or  thereabout,  and  that  no  one  per- 
son should  be  clothed  two  years  together.  He  also  gave  to  the  overseers  of 
Sturton  for  the  time  being  the  sum  of  24/.,  to  be  paid  within  six  months  next 
after  his  decease,  in  order  to  be  laid  out  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  purchasing 
a small  parcel  of  land  ; and  he  directed  that  the  rents  thereof  should  be  distri- 
buted in  like  manner  amongst  the  poor  of  Sturton  ; and  that  until  a purchase 
could  be  found  the  said  sum  of  24/.  should  be  placed  out  at  interest,  and  applied 
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to  the  same  use  : and  that  the  coats  should  be  trimmed  after  the  same  manner  Suuton-in-the-Clay. 


as  those  in  Gainsborough  disposed  of  by  him  in  his  life-time,  and  that  this  should 
remain  as  his  free  gift  for  ever. 

By  Deed-poll  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  Freeman  Flower,  administrator,  with 
the  will  annexed,  of  the  goods  of  Francis  Hopkinson  left  unadministered,  bear- 
ing date  1st  July  1783,  reciting  the  will  of  the  said  Francis  Hopkinson,  and 
that  the  particulars  of  the  lands  thereby  given  were  mentioned  in  a schedule 
annexed  to  that  deed,  and  that  the  said  Francis  Hopkinson  appointed  his  wife, 
Elizabeth  Hopkinson,  sole  executrix  of  his  will,  who  proved  the  same  in  the 
court  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury ; and  reciting  that  the  said  Elizabeth 
Hopkinson  died  in  1733,  having  to  the  time  of  her  decease  delivered  to  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  Sturton,  yearly,  the  several  clothes,  and  also  paid  the 
interest  of  the  said  24  /.  to  such  overseers ; and  that  the  said  Freeman  Flower 
after  her  death  took  out  letters  of  administration,  with  the  will  annexed,  of  the 
goods  of  the  said  Francis  Hopkinson  left  unadministered  by  her,  and  that  he  had 
ever  since  paid  to  the  said  overseers  the  said  interest,  and  the  rents  of  the  said 
lands,  and  had  that  day  balanced  all  accounts  with  John  Motley  and  John  Free- 
man, the  then  overseers,  and  that  there  appeared  to  be  due  on  the  account  24/., 
which  he  had  paid  to  them,  and  had  agreed  to  assign  over  and  release  all  his 
right  to  the  said  lands  so  devised  ; and  that  the  said  overseers,  and  John  Downes, 
and  five  others,  principal  inhabitants  of  Sturton,  had  agreed  to  accept  thereof 
in  full  satisfaction  for  the  gift  of  the  said  Francis  Hopkinson  ; the  said  John 
Motley  and  John  Freeman,  in  consideration  of  the  said  24/.  paid  by  the  said 
Freeman  Flower,  in  trust  for  the  poor  of  Sturton,  released  him  from  the  same, 
and  the  said  Francis  Flower  thereby  released  to  the  said  John  Motley  and  John 
Freeman,  and  their  successors,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  Sturton,  in  trust  for 
the  poor  of  that  parish,  all  his  right  to  the  several  lands  devised  by  the  said 
Francis  Hopkinson. 

In  the  schedule  referred  to  by  this  deed  the  particulars  of  the  lands  in  the 
common  fields  of  Sturton,  given  by  the  will  of  Francis  Hopkinson  are  set 
forth,  the  quantity  of  the  whole  being  stated  to  be  by  computation  nine  acres, 
and  by  survey  6a.  Oh.  36 p. 

Several  title-deeds  were  produced  to  us  relating  to  nine  acres  of  land  in  the 
common  fields  of  Sturton,  and  amongst  others,  indentures  of  lease  and  release, 
bearing  date  17th  and  18th  September  1711,  whereby  such  nine  acres  were, 
in  consideration  of  64  /.,  conveyed  by  Thomas  Flower  to  the  said  Francis 
Hopkinson. 

On  the  inclosure  of  lands  in  this  parish,  which  took  place  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament  passed  in  1822,  an  allotment,  containing  5 a.  2r.  16p.,  was  made 
to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  in  lieu  of  the  above-mentioned 
nine  acres  of  land  in  the  common  fields,  and  also  of  four  more  computed  acres 
of  land  in  the  same  fields,  which  are  stated  in  a tablet  in  the  church  to  have 
been  given  by  Mr.  Hopkinson,  but  which,  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of 
1786,  are  stated  to  have  been  given  by  an  unknown  person.  This  allotment, 
which  is  tithe-free,  is  in  the  occupation  of  John  and  James  Bingham,  as  yearly 
tenants,  at  a good  rent  of  7 /•  per  annum. 

There  is  also  a close  of  old  inclosure  in  Sturton,  containing  3 a.  Or.  18p. 
called  the  Poors  Close,  which  is  stated  in  the  church-tablet  to  have  been  given 
by  Mr.  Hopkinson,  but  in  theParliamentary  Returns  to  have  been  derived  from 
a donor  unknown  ; it  was  on  the  inclosure  exonerated  from  tithes,  and  is  in 
the  occupation  of  Benjamin  Wilkinson,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  7 /. 
per  annum. 

About  one  rood  of  the  last-mentioned  close  is  occupied  by  four  houses  and 
gardens,  which  are  in  the  occupation  of  poor  persons  of  the  parish  rent-free. 
The  houses  are  repaired  by  the  parish,  but  they  are  old  and  not  in  good  con- 
dition. 

The  rent  of  the  allotment  is  paid  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  that  of 
the  poors  close  to  the  churchwardens. 

The  rent  of  the  common-field  lands,  in  respect  of  which  the  allotment  was 
made,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  kersey  cloth,  which  was  annually  given 
away  by  the  overseers,  in  the  winter-season,  to  six  poor  men  of  the  parish, 
appointed  at  a vestry-meeting,  each  receiving  a sufficient  quantity  to  make  a 
coat,  but  since  the  inclosure  there  has  been  no  distribution,  the  overseers 
Rep.  19.  3 F having 
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having  retained  the  rents  for  the  purposes  of  paying  the  expenses  charged  on 
them  by  the  commissioners  of  inclosure  and  those  of  fencing  the  allotment. 

Previously  to  our  Inquiry  a sum  of  about  10/.  had  been  paid  towards  the 
commissioners  charges,  and  between  6/.  and  7 /.  remained  due  on  that  account; 
and  the  cost  of  fencing  the  allotment,  amounting  to  nearly  10/.,  also  remained 
unpaid,  but  there  was  at  that  time  one  year’s  rent  in  the  overseer’s  hands,  and 
another  year’s  rent  became  due  from  the  tenants  at  Lady-day  1827,  which,  with 
the  addition  of  one  half-year’s  rent  more  would  be  about  sufficient  to  discharge 
this  debt. 

The  rent  of  the  poors  close  is  laid  out  by  the  churchwardens  in  the  purchase 
of  articles  of  clothing  for  poor  women,  which  are  distributed  by  them  as  far 
as  the  same  will  extend,  to  poor  widows  of  the  parish  selected  at  a vestry- 
meeting, each  widow  receiving  a complete  suit  of  clothing. 

The  sum  of  24/.,  mentioned  in  Hopkinson’s  will,  and  stated  in  the  deed  of 
1783  to  have  been  paid  to  the  overseers,  appears  to  have  been  reduced  by 
some  means  with  which  we  are  unacquainted,  to  20/.  and  to  have  been  of  that 
amount  at  the  time  when  the  Parliamentary  Returns  in  1786  were  made.  Of 
this  sum  10/.  is  now  in  the  hands  of  John  Bingham,  and  a similar  sum  was  in 
the  hands  of  Richard  Spittlehouse,  lately  deceased.  No  security  has  been 
given  for  either  of  these  sums,  but  the  interest  thereof,  being  19s.  per  annum, 
was  until  the  time  of  the  inclosure  applied  towards  providing  cloth  for  poor 
men  as  before  mentioned. 

At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  one  year’s  interest  had  been  received  since  the 
inclosure,  and  there  was  an  arrear  of  interest  due  in  consequence  of  its  not 
having  been  demanded.  It  seems  desirable  that  this  money  should  be  placed 
on  some  good  security. 

Green’s  Charity. 

George  Green,  whose  gift  to  the  parish  of  West  Burton  has  been  mentioned 
in  a preceding  part  of  this  Report,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  2d  January  1710, 
gave  a close  in  Sturton,  called  Goodsmore  Close,  after  the  decease  of  his  wife,  to 
Thomas  Fox,  Thomas  Welsh,  and  John  Welsh,  and  their  heirs,  on  trust,  to  receive 
the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
town  of  Sturton  for  the  time  being,  for  teaching  to  read  English  eight  of  the 
most  needful  poor  children  thereof. 

Mr.  John  Watkinson,  who  married  the  eldest  daughter  of  Joseph,  the  son  of 
the  above-mentioned  Thomas  Fox,  acts  as  the  trustee  of  this  charity. 

The  Goodsmore  Close,  which  contains  3 a.  3r.  34p.,  is  in  the  occupation  of 
Joseph  Fenton,  at  a fair  yearly  rent  of  6/.  14s.,  to  which  amount  it  was  raised 
from  4/.  after  the  Sturton  Inclosure,  having  been  at  that  time  exonerated  from 
tithe.  The  expenses  charged  by  the  commissioners  of  inclosure  in  respect  of 
this  exoneration  amounted  to  22/.  8s.  4 d.,  for  defraying  which,  Mr.  Wat- 
kinson had  retained  the  rents  from  the  time  of  the  inclosure  to  that  of  our  In- 
quiry (August  1827),  when  the  whole  of  the  debt  thus  incurred  had  been 
discharged,  except  a balance  of  9 s.  4 d.  due  to  Mr.  Watkinson. 

A national  school  has  been  for  some  time  taught  in  the  vestry  of  the  church 
of  this  parish,  and  the  rent  of  the  close  was  before  the  inclosure  paid  to  the 
master  of  that  school,  who  in  respect  thereof  taught  eight  children  freely. 

We  apprehend  that  the  future  rents  (after  discharging  the  small  balance  due 
to  Mr.  Watkinson)  cannot  be  more  beneficially  disposed  of  than  by  being  paid 
to  the  master  of  the  national  school,  care  being  taken  by  the  overseers  that  the 
number  of  children  prescribed  by  the  donor  receive  gratuitous  instruction 
there  in  respect  of  such  payment. 

Connel’s  Charity. 

William  Connel,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  19th  September  1800,  and  proved 
at  York,  declared  that  he  left  in  the  hand  of  George  Black,  of  North  Wheatley, 
the  sum  of  100/.,  the  interest  of  which,  after  the  rate  of  four-per-cent,  he  di- 
rected that  the  said  George  Black,  his  heirs,  executors  or  assigns,  should  for 
ever  distribute  among  such  poor  people  within  the  parish  of  Sturton,  as  he  the 
said  George  Black,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  should  think  proper,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day 
in  every  year,  in  the  parish-church  of  Sturton  for  ever ; and  he  appointed  his 
brother  George  Connel,  and  his  sister  Ann  Bingham,  joint  executors  of  his 
Will. 


Soon 
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Soon  after  Mr.  Connel’s  death  the  100/.  mentioned  in  his  will  was  by  Mr.  Sturton-in-the-Clay. 
George  Black  paid  to  the  executors,  and  was  placed  by  them  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  George  Stancer,  who  held  it  during  his  life,  and  died  about  six  years  ago ; 
since  which  time  it  has  remained  in  the  hands  of  his  widow,  Mrs.  Hannah 
Stancer,  who  was  the  neice  of  Mr.  William  Connel.  The  annual  sum  of  4/. 
has  always  been  paid  as  interest  since  Mr.  Connel’s  death,  but  no  security  has 
been  given  for  the  principal  sum.  It  seems  desirable  that  this  sum  should  be 
invested  in  some  public  security.  The  interest  is  now  distributed  to  poor  persons 
of  the  parish  by  Mrs.  Stancer,  at  her  house,  yearly,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day.  Mr. 

George  Stancer  was  accustomed  to  make  the  distribution  at  the  vestry. 


PARISH  OF  TUXFORD. 


Free  Grammar  School. 

Charles  Read,  esq.,  by  his  Will  in  I67O,  founded  two  free  grammar-schools, 
one  in  the  town  of  Corby  (Lincolnshire),  and  the  other  in  the  town  of  Tuxford ; 
but  as  he  appointed  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council  of  Grantham, 
with  the  minister  of  Grantham,  and  two  of  the  next  justices  of  the  peace  in- 
habiting in  or  near  the  town  of  Corby,  to  be  visitors  of  the  school  and  boys  at 
Corby,  and  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Newark,  with  the  minister  thereof,  and 
two  of  the  next  justices  of  the  peace  inhabiting  in  or  near  the  town  of  Tuxford, 
to  be  visitors  of  the  said  school  and  boys  at  Tuxford,  which  visitors  he  desired 
would  once  in  the  year,  in  the  month  of  May,  respectively  visit  the  said  schools, 
and  take  an  account  of  the  stock  of  the  respective  houses,  and  reform  the  abuses 
thereof,  if  any  should  be,  we  are  precluded  from  making  any  further  inquiry 
concerning  them. 

I Lady  White’s  Charity. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  Lady  White  gave  (by  what 
instrument  was  unknown)  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  land,  then  producing  13/. 
a year.  An  inscription  on  a tablet  in  the  church  describes  this  land  as  being 
a close  adjoining  to  Westwood  ; and  states,  that  wood  which  grew  on  the  close 
had  been  sold  for  38/.,  of  which  10/.  had  been  applied  for  apprenticing  two  child- 
ren, and  28/.  remained  for  the  poor. 

This  sum  of  28/.  formed  part  of  a sum  of  171/.  10s.  hereinafter  stated  to 
have  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  the  poors  lands. 

The  above-mentioned  close,  which  is  divided  into  two  parts,  containing  to- 
gether about  12  acres,  is  situate  in  the  parish  of  Tuxford,  and  adjoining  to  the 
common  called  Westwood  before  the  inclosure  thereof ; both  parts  of  it  are  in 
the  occupation  of  John  Bowman,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  21  /.,  having  been  let  to 
him  from  Lady-day  1827,  at  a vestry-meeting,  on  an  agreement  for  seven  years. 
The  other  lands  belonging  to  the  poor  hereinafter  mentioned  were  let  at  the 
same  time  and  for  the  same  term. 

The  lands  were  offered  to  the  previous  tenants  thereof  at  rents  which  the 
parishioners  present  at  the  meeting  thought  fair.  Edward  Bowman,  the  father 
of  the  present  tenant,  had  held  the  above-mentioned  close  for  many  years  be- 
fore the  present  agreement,  and  from  the  time  of  the  Tuxford  inclosure,  which 
took  place  under  an  Act  passed  in  1799,  when  a small  addition  was  made  to 
it,  the  rent  had  been  17  /.  per  annum. 

The  application  of  this  rent  will  appear  in  our  account  of  the  poors  land. 
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Charity. 


Poors  Land. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  contain  a list  of  various  benefactions  to  Poors  Land, 
the  poor  of  this  parish,  which  amounted  in  the  whole,  including  the  before- 
mentioned  sum  of  28/.  arising  from  timber  sold  from  the  close  given  by  Lady 
White,  to  171/-  10s.  ; and  it  is  added  in  the  Returns,  that  with  the  said  sum  of 
171/.  10s.  there  were  purchased  three  closes,  producing  an  annual  rent  of  10/. ; 
amongst  these  donations  are  included  a sum  of  50 L,  given  by  William  Railton 
(out  of  the  interest  of  which,  as  appears  from  the  tablet  in  the  church,  10s. 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  minister  for  preaching  a sermon,  and  administering  the 
sacrament  on  Good  Friday ; and  the  residue  was  to  be  divided  equally  amongst 
the  poor,  and  a schoolmaster  who  should  teach  poor  children  to  read  English)  ; 

3 F 2 a sum 
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Tuxford.  a sum  of  5 /.  given  by  Arthur  Cook,  the  interest  of  which  was,  as  appears 

from  the  tablet  in  the  church,  to  be  bestowed  in  bread  on  New  Year’s-day ; a 

^continued’  sum  °f  5 /.  given  by  Faith  Read,  the  interest  to  be  dealt  in  bread  on  6th  October, 
con  inner . ^ an(j  a sum  Gf  5/.  given  by  Hannah  Burton,  the  interest,  as  appears  from  the 

tablet,  to  be  bestowed  on  Easter-eve,  to  poor  widows  and  fatherless  children. 

The  poor’s  land  now  consists  of  the  following  parcels  : 

1.  Two  closes  in  the  parish  of  Tuxford,  containing  together  about  five  acres, 
in  the  occupation  of  George  Brumby,  under  an  agreement  for  seven  years,  from 
Lady-day  1827,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  7 1.  10s.  The  previous  rent  had  been  from 
the  time  of  the  inclosure  51.  1 5 s. 

2.  A close  in  the  parish  of  Tuxford,  containing  about  2-1  acres,  in  the  occu- 
pation of  George  Clarke,  under  a similar  agreement,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
61.  17 s.  6d.,  the  same  tenant  had  taken  this  close,  being  the  best  bidder,  at  a 
parish-meeting  three  or  four  years  ago,  at  the  rent  of  11/.  per  annum,  but  this 
was  considered  too  high  a rent  and  as  the  tenant  declined  paying  it  any  longer ; 
this  close  was  let  with  the  others  in  the  manner  above  mentioned. 

3.  A close  in  the  parish  of  Normanton,  containing  about  two  acres,  in  the 
occupation  of  Isaac  Warriner,  under  a similar  agreement,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
3/.;  the  same  tenant  had  held  this  close  several  years  before  at  the  rent  of 
21.  4 s.  per  annum. 

The  present  rents  are  considered  of  fair  amount ; all  the  lands  are  old  inclo- 
sure, and  they  were  exonerated  from  tithe  on  the  respective  inclosures  of  Tux- 
ford and  Normanton,  the  expenses  attending  such  exonerations  being  paid  by 
instalments  out  of  the  rents,  with  the  addition  of  51.  derived  from  Martha 
Charlesworth’s  charity,  hereinafter  mentioned. 

The  rents  of  the  close  given  by  Lady  White,  and  of  the  other  poors  lands, 
are  received  half-yearly  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  a few  days  before  Whit- 
Sunday,  and  St.  Thomas’s-day;  and  on  each  rent-day  the  sum  of  5 s.  is  paid 
for  refreshment  for  the  tenants  and  overseers.  Out  of  the  half  year’s  rent  pay- 
able at  Whitsuntide  the  following  sums  are  deducted  : 

lOs.  in  respect  of  William  Railton’s  Gift  to  the  minister,  which  is  paid  to 
the  vicar  for  a sermon  preached  on  Good  Friday. 

It  has  been  stated  that  one  half  of  the  residue  of  the  yearly  produce  of  the 
50/.  given  by  Mr.  Railton  was  to  be  applied  for  teaching  poor  children  to  read, 
but  no  payment  is  made  in  respect  of  this  part  of  his  donation. 

5s.  as  the  interest  of  51.  given  by  Arthur  Cook,  which  is  paid  for  a distri- 
bution of  bread  amongst  the  poor  on  New  Year’s-day. 

5s.  as  the  interest  of  5/.  given  by  Faith  Read,  which  is  distributed  in  bread 
on  6th  October. 

5 s.  as  the  interest  of  5 1.  given  by  Martha  Charlesworth,  and  applied  towards 
payment  of  the  expenses  incurred  on  the  Tuxford  inclosure,  which  is  distributed 
in  bread  on  13th  March. 

The  residue  of  the  half-year’s  rent  is  distributed  on  Whit-Monday,  at  the 
vestry,  among  such  poor  widows  and  other  poor  persons  belonging  to  the  parish, 
and  whether  resident  there  or  not  as  are  considered  proper  objects,  the  widows 
receiving  larger  shares  than  the  rest,  and  the  sum  of  5s.  being  specifically  be- 
stowed at  the  time  of  this  distribution  instead  of  Easter-eve,  in  sixpences  to  ten 
of  the  poor  widows  in  respect  of  the  interest  of  Hannah  Burton’s  Charity. 

The  other  half-year’s  rent,  without  any  deduction,  except  5 s.  expended 
at  the  rent-day,  is  distributed  in  the  same  manner  amongst  the  poor  on 
St.  Thomas’s-day. 


Charlesworth’s  Charity. 

Charlesworth’s  It  is  stated  in  the  Returns  of  1786  that  Martha  Charlesworth  gave  for  bread 
Charity.  to  the  poor  5/.,  then  vested  in  Thomas  Brumley,  and  producing  5s.  per  annum. 

We  are  informed  that  this  money  was  in  the  hands  of  individuals  until  the 
Tuxford  Inclosure,  when  it  was  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the  expenses 
of  the  exoneration  of  the  poors  land  in  that  parish  from  tithe.  We  have  already 
stated  that  5 s.  as  the  interest  thereof  is  annually  paid  out  of  the  rents  of  that 
land,  and  distributed  in  bread  on  13th  March. 

Church  Lands. 

Church  Lands  The  Church  Lands  of  this  parish  consist  of  a field  in  Tuxford  of  old  inclo- 
sure called  Scarthing  Moor  Close,  containing  5 a.  2r.  and  an  allotment  made  on 
the  inclosure  of  the  common  lands  of  Tuxford,  being  now  a close  called  the 

2 L Long 
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Long  Lands,  containing  2 a.  3r.  Both  these  closes  are  in  the  occupation  of 
William  Daft  under  a lease  for  21  years  from  Lady-day  1813,  granted  to  him 
by  the  Rev.  George  Waddington,  vicar,  and  Robert  Briggs,  described  as  the 
surviving  churchwarden  ofTuxford,  in  consideration  of  a fine  of  416/.  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  1 s. 

About  the  time  that  this  lease  was  granted  the  church  of  Tuxford  under- 
went a thorough  repair  at  an  expense  of  upwards  of  1,400/.,  towards  which  the 
above-mentioned  fine  was  applied.  The  letting  took  place  by  auction,  and 
the  fine  paid  is  considered  to  have  been  considerably  more  than  the  lease  was 
worth. 

We  are  informed  that  there  are  no  deeds  in  the  parish  relating  to  these 
lands. 


PARISH  OF  WALESBY. 

Jackson’s  and  Hall’s  Charity. 

In  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Norman ton-on-Trent  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  the  present  Report,  the  particulars  will  be  stated  of  an 
enrolled  deed  executed  in  1781,  whereby  Elizabeth  Hall,  in  fulfilment  of  the 
intention  of  her  uncle,  the  Rev.  Richard  Jackson,  who  by  his  Will,  in  1760, 
gave  to  the  town  of  Walesby  40s.  yearly,  out  of  his  estate  at  Great  Markham, 
for  teaching  poor  children  of  the  said  town  of  Walesby  to  read  and  write,  which 
devise  was  void  by  the  Mortmain  Act,  granted  to  Walter  Mellor,  and  others, 
and  their  heirs  (amongst  other  things),  two  acres,  by  estimation,  of  meadow  in 
Normanton,  one  being  in  a furlong  called  Crookdale,  and  the  other  in  a fur- 
long called  Home  Furlong,  then  let  at  the  yearly  rent  of  40s.,  on  trust,  to  pay 
the  clear  yearly  profits  arising  from  the  said  two  acres  of  meadow  to  the  vicar 
of  Walesby  for  the  time  being,  to  be  disposed  of  at  his  discretion,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  teaching  the  poor  children  of  the  said  town  to  read  and  write. 

The  present  trustees  of  the  charities  founded  by  the  above-mentioned  deed 
of  1781  are  Mr.  Philip  Palmer,  the  Rev.  William  Doncaster,  and  Mr.  Philip 
Gilby. 

In  lieu  of  the  above-mentioned  two  acres  of  meadow  an  allotment  was  made 
on  the  Normanton  Inclosure,  which  took  place  under  an  Act  of  Parliament 
passed  in  1800,  to  the  trustees  of  this  charity  of  1a.  Or.  19  p.  of  land  in  Nor- 
manton meadow,  which  shortly  after  the  inclosure  was  let  to  William  Buttery 
for  a term  of  21  years,  at  the  rent  of  2 /.  per  annum,  on  condition  that  he  should 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  inclosure,  and  of  fencing  the  allotment,  and  since  the 
expiration  of  that  lease  has  been  let  annually  at  Easter  by  the  trustees  of  Mrs. 
Hair s charity  to  the  best  bidder. 

The  schoolmaster  of  Walesby,  who  is  appointed  by  the  vicar  of  this  parish, 
attends  the  meeting  at  Normanton,  at  which  the  land  is  let  (and  receives  the 
rent,  which  is  paid  at  the  same  time,)  for  the  ensuing  year.  At  Easter  1826 
the  land  was  let  for  4/.,  and  at  Easter  1827  for  51.  10s.,  the  schoolmaster  pay- 
ing the  poors  rates  thereof,  and  5s.  for  the  expenses  attending  the  letting. 

In  respect  of  the  rent  which  the  schoolmaster  thus  receives  he  teaches,  in  a 
house  which  he  rents,  nine  children  to  read  and  write,  usually  appointed  by  the 
vicar.  When  the  rent  was  raised  on  the  expiration  of  the  above-mentioned 
lease  the  number  of  children  was  increased  from  four  to  nine. 

Poors  Land. 

In  a Memorandum,  which  appears  to  have  been  made  in  1750,  in  a book 
belonging  to  this  parish,  it  is  stated  that  a small  parcel  of  land  in  the  parish  of 
Walesby,  viz.  in  the  Yard-ends-field,  a land  lying  in  a furlong  called  Outgang- 
side,  another  land  in  the  same  field,  in  a furlong  called  North-dale  Furlong,  and 
a land  in  the  Pail-field,  belonged  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Walesby. 

On  the  inclosure  of  the  open  fields  of  this  parish,  which  took  place  under  an 
Act  passed  in  1821,  a parcel  of  land,  containing  two  roods,  was  allotted  to  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  this  parish  in  respect  of  the  above-mentioned  lands. 

Previously  to  the  inclosure  a rent  of  2s.  was  annually  paid  by  William 
Wombwell,  as  tenant  of  the  open  field-lands,  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor.  The 
allotment  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  William  Rose,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair 
rent  of  15s.  per  annum,  which  has  been  hitherto  received  by  the  overseer,  and 
Rep.  19.  3 F 3 carried 
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Waiesby.  carried  to  his  general  account.  The  proportion  of  the  expenses  attending  the 

inclosure  chargeable  on  this  land,  amounting  to  more  than  0,1.,  was  paid  by  the 

Poors  Land,  overseer,  and  the  rent  has  been  retained  to  defray  the  expenses. 
continuer . As  ft  appears  from  the  above-mentioned  entry  in  the  parish-book  that  the 

land  in  respect  of  which  the  allotment  was  made  belonged  to  the  poor  of  this 
parish,  we  apprehend  that  the  rent  ought  to  be  annually  distributed  amongst 
them,  and  we  are  assured  that  it  shall  be  thus  disposed  of  in  future. 


PARISH  OF  WALKERINGHAM. 


Walkeringham. 

William  Clark’s 
Charity. 


William  Clark’s  Charity. 

An  abstract  of  the  Will  of  William  Clark,  in  1621,  whereby  he  gave  10/. 
yearly,  for  ever,  to  live  aged  and  poor  people  of  honest  and  good  behaviour 
within  the  town  of  Walkeringham,  to  each  405.,  will  be  found  in  our  account  of 
the  charities  of  the  parish  of  West  Burton  in  the  present  Report. 

The  annual  sum  of  9/.  13s.  4 d.,  a deduction  of  8d.  in  the  pound,  amounting 
to  6 s.  8 d.,  being  made  for  land-tax,  is  received  half-yearly  from  Mr.  Armstrong, 
the  tenant  under  Richard  Atkinson,  esquire,  of  an  estate  at  Walkrith,  in  Lin- 
colnshire, by  the  vicar  or  churchwardens,  and  is  distributed,  shortly  after  its 
receipt,  equally  amongst  five  of  the  poorest  and  oldest  men  or  women  of  the 
parish,  who  have  sometimes  been  nominated  by  a committee  of  the  parishioners 
appointed  at  a vestry-meeting  for  the  distribution  of  the  charities  of  the  parish, 
but  during  the  last  year  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens. 


Woodhouse’s  Charity*. 

Woodhouse’s  Robert  Woodhouse,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  19th  May  1719,  gave  a yearly 
Chanty.  sum  0f  15/.,  to  be  issuing  out  of  all  his  lands,  whether  freehold  or  copyhold,  in 
Walkeringham  and  Misterton,  for  ever,  without  deduction,  save  for  land-tax  ; 
and  directed  that  the  same  should  be  paid  to  a schoolmaster,  to  teach  and 
instruct  in  the  English  and  Latin  tongues,  and  in  writing  and  arithmetic,  the 
children  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Walkeringham. 

He  also  gave  the  yearly  sum  of  20s.,  to  be  issuing  out  of  the  said  lands,  to  be 
paid,  by  the  direction  of  the  said  schoolmaster,  yearly,  for  buying  books  for  the 
children  of  such  poor  people  as  should  not  be  able  to  provide  books  for  them. 

He  also  gave  the  further  yearly  sum  of  4/.,  to  be  issuing  out  of  the  said  lands, 
without  deduction,  save  for  land-tax,  and  payable  by  the  owners  of  his  said 
lands  in  cloth,  victuals  or  money,  amongst  such  and  so  many  of  the  most  needful 
poor  people  of  Walkeringham  as  should  not  receive  the  dole  called  Clark’s  Dole, 
as  it  would  extend  to  give  each  10s.  a-piece,  which  payment  of  4/.  he  gave 
in  lieu  and  full  satisfaction  of  a payment  of  40s.  a year  given  to  the  poor  of 
Walkeringham  by  Gervase  Woodhouse,  his  grandfather,  Robert  Woodhouse, 
his  uncle,  and  Anne  Woodhouse,  his  sister,  all  deceased  ; and  in  case  of  non- 
payment of  the  said  several  sums  he  empowered  the  constable  and  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  Walkeringham  to  distrain  for  the  same  on  any  of  his  said  lands. 

And  he  directed  that  the  aforesaid  schoolmaster  should  be  elected  and  dis- 
placed by  his  brother  Gervase  Woodhouse,  during  his  life,  and  after  his  death, 
by  such  person  as  should  enjoy  his  said  lands  by  virtue  of  his  will,  and  not  by 
purchase,  with  the  consent  of  four  of  the  most  substantial  inhabitants  of  the 
said  town  ; and  that  in  default  of  such  election  or  displacing  when  necessary, 
for  six  months  after  notice  given,  the  schoolmaster  for  that  turn  should  be 
elected  or  displaced  by  the  constable  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  with  four  of 
the  most  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  said  town ; and  he  directed  that  the 
vicar  of  Walkeringham  for  the  time  then  being  should  have  no  authority  in 
such  election  or  displacing,  nor  should  be  master  of  the  school,  unless  with  the 
consent  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town ; and  he  directed  that  such 
yearly  payments  directed  to  be  made  to  the  schoolmaster  as  should  become 
payable  during  a vacancy,  should  be  paid  to  such  master  as  should  be  next 
chosen,  and  should  continue  to  teach  such  school  for  four  years  together  ; and 
that  such  master  should  not  demand  or  require  of  the  parents  or  guardians  of 
such  children  as  should  be  taught  any  further  reward  or  payment  for  so  doing; 
and  that  no  persons  should  have  any  benefit  either  of  the  school  or  the  charity 
lor  the  poor  that  should  endeavour  to  keep  up  the  feast  of  Walkeringham  in 
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the  harvest  time,  which  in  his  judgment  tended  much  to  the  inconvenience  of 
the  town  ; nor  such  persons  as  should  oppose  the  majority  of  the  town  in 
making  orders  for  the  good  government  of  the  town ; nor  such  poor  persons 
as  should  beg,  or  work  abroad  when  there  should  be  work  for  them  in  the  said 
town,  and  should  refuse  to  be  content  with  common  wages. 

Gervase  Woodhouse,  esq.  who  is  stated  to  be  of  the  family  of  the  donor,  is 
now  the  owner  of  a considerable  estate  in  the  parish  of  W alkeringham,  and 
makes  the  payments  mentioned  in  the  will,  subject  to  deductions  for  land-tax. 

In  respect  of  the  schoolmaster’s  salary  of  1 51.  and  the  sum  of  1/.  given  for 
books,  the  annual  sum  of  14/.  14s.  (1/.  6s.  being  deducted  for  land-tax,)  is 
paid  by  him  to  a schoolmaster  appointed  by  Mr.  Woodhouse,  with  the  consent 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Walkeringham,  who  in  respect  thereof  instructs 
all  the  poor  children  of  this  parish  whose  parents  are  unable  to  pay  for  their 
education,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  each  child  being  charged  1 s.  for 
entrance,  and  Is.  yearly  for  firing.  He  has  also  other  scholars,  for  whose 
instruction  he  is  paid,  and  has  occasionally  taught  some  of  them  the  rudiments 
of  Latin.  The  number  of  poor  children  taught  freely  usually  varies  from 
10  to  15.  No  books  have  been  found  for  the  poor  children,  as  directed  by 
the  donor. 

The  children  are  taught  in  a school-room  in  the  parish,  which  is  supposed 
to  have  been  built  by  Mr.  Robert  Woodhouse,  adjoining  to  which  is  a garden, 
occupied  by  the  master,  and  a play-ground,  containing  together  about  a rood. 

The  school-room  is  repaired  by  the  parish,  and  is  now  in  good  condition. 

In  respect  of  the  donation  of  4/.  a year,  the  annual  sum  of  31.  4>s.  (16s.  being 
deducted  for  land-tax,)  is  paid  at  Christmas  by  John  Berry,  one  of  the  tenants 
of  Mr.  Woodhouse’s  estate,  to  eight  poor  men  or  women  who  do  not  receive 
Clark’s  charity,  in  sums  of  8 s.  to  each.  These  poor  persons  are  chosen  by 
the  committee  of  the  parishioners  at  the  Easter  Monday  preceding. 

We  are  informed  that  the  land-tax  payable  in  respect  of  the  lands  in  Walker- 
ingham is  about  10  id.  in  the  pound  on  the  rents  thereof,  and  we  therefore 
apprehend  that  the  deductions  to  be  made  for  land-tax  from  the  several  annual 
payments  ought  to  be  in  the  same  proportion.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  deduc- 
tion hitherto  made  from  the  annuity  of  4 /.  has  been  after  the  rate  of  4 s.  in  the 
pound,  being  a much  larger  proportion  than  the  deduction  from  the  annuities 
paid  to  the  schoolmaster. 

Poors  Meadow. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  certain  persons,  named  Porge,  Poors  Meadow 
and  Barrell,  had  given  (by  what  instrument  was  unknown,)  to  the  poor  of  this 
parish  45/.,  which  had  been  laid  out  in  land,  producing  2/.  5 s.  per  annum,  for 
the  poor  of  this  parish. 

It  is  said  that  this  money  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  about  2 \ acres  of 
land,  situate  in  the  open  fields  of  the  parish,  but  we  have  seen  no  document 
relating  to  that  purchase.  On  the  inclosure  of  the  open  fields  under  an  Act 
passed  in  1802,  a parcel  of  land,  containing  only  two  roods,  was  allotted  to 
the  overseers  of  the  poor  in  lieu  of  all  their  lands,  common  rights,  &c.  in  those 
fields. 

This  allotment  consists  of  meadow-land,  and  is  annually  let  at  a vestry- 
meeting on  Easter-Monday  to  the  best  bidder.  It  was  at  the  time  of  our 
Inquiry  (August  1827)  in  the  occupation  of  Benjamin  Parkin,  at  the  rent  ot 
31,  135. 

The  rent  is  paid  at  Christmas,  and  is  distributed  by  the  committee  among 
the  poorest  and  most  deserving  persons  of  the  parish  in  sums  usually  varying 
from  7s.  to  3 s. 

Maumy  Dole. 

An  annual  sum  of  10  s.,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Marmy  Dole,  Marmy  Dole, 
and  is  supposed  to  have  been  derived  from  the  gift  of  one  Marmaduke  Arvk- 
laiid,  is  paid  by  William  Pye,  who  is  tenant  of  part  of  an  estate  in  the  parish 
of  Walkeringham  now  belonging  to  Mrs.  Mary  Lister,  of  Pontefract. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  mention  this  annual  sum  as  a rent- 
charge  given  by  some  unknown  donor  for  bread  to  the  poor.  It  appears  to 
have  been  paid,  at  the  time  of  making  those  Returns,  by  Mrs.  Foss,  to  whom 
(as  we  are  informed)  the  estate,  which  is  now  Mrs.  Lister’s,  formerly  belonged. 

A few  years  ago,  in  consequence  of  the  tenant  having  refused  to  pay  this 
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annuity,  an  application  was  made  by  the  vicar  to  Mrs.  Lister,  who  stated  that 
she  had  never  heard  of  it  before,  but  that  if  she  found  it  was  due  the  tenant 
should  pay  it,  and  the  arrears  which  had  become  due  were  afterwards  dis- 
charged. 

The  annuity  was  formerly  applied  by  Mrs.  Lister’s  tenant  in  a distribution 
of  bread,  but  it  is  now  paid  by  him  to  the  overseers,  who  therewith  purchase 
ten  shilling  loaves,  which  are  given  away  at  Christmas  to  as  many  poor  persons 
chosen  by  the  before-mentioned  committee. 


PARISH  OF  WARSOP. 

Hall’s  Charity. 

John  Hall , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  18th  April  lC97>  gave  61/.  105.  to  be 
bestowed  in  lands  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  Church-town  and  Market-town 
of  Warsop,  and  desired  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  that  parish  to 
purchase  the  same ; and  as  to  all  his  copyhold  lands  and  tenements  in  Newton, 
Lincolnshire,  which  he  had  surrendered  to  the  uses  of  his  will,  he  devised  the 
same,  and  all  his  lands  in  Warsop,  and  the  lands  so  to  be  purchased  as  aforesaid, 
to  Thomas  Fothergill,  and  six  others,  and  their  heirs,  on  trust,  that  they  should, 
with  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  land  in  Newton  and  Warsop,  and  of  the 
lands  so  to  be  purchased,  buy  good  wheat  and  rye-bread  every  year,  for  ever, 
for  the  poor  of  the  Church-town  and  Market-town  of  Warsop  ; and  he  directed 
that  the  same  should  be  equally  distributed  on  every  Sunday  after  Divine 
Service  to  1 6 of  the  poorest  people  living  in  the  said  town  of  Warsop,  by  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  for  the  time  being  ; and  that  at 
such  time  as  four  of  the  trustees  should  die,  or  remove  their  dwelling  out  of  the 
parish  of  Warsop,  the  survivors  should  forthwith  surrender  and  convey  all  the 
said  premises  to  so  many  more  of  the  substantial  householders  and  inhabitants 
of  Warsop,  and  their  heirs,  as  they  shoidd  think  meet,  on  the  trusts  aforesaid, 
and  so  from  time  to  time  for  ever  ; provided,  that  if  the  trustees  should  dispose 
of  the  lands,  or  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  to  any  other  use,  he  gave  the  same 
to  John  Chappell  and  his  heirs  for  ever. 

By  indenture  of  Feoffment,  bearing  date  2d  October  1G98,  Thomas  Hirst 
and  Mary  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  61/.  10  s.,  granted  to  the 
said  Thomas  Fothergill  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  several  parcels  of  arable 
land,  containing  by  estimation  eight  acres,  lying  dispersed  in  the  common 
fields  of  Walesby,  and  also  several  parcels  of  meadow  or  pasture,  containing  by 
estimation  2 a.  3r.  lying  dispersed  within  the  manor  of  Walesby  and  Wil- 
loughby, on  trust,  to  bestow  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  for  the  relief  of  the 
poorest  inhabitants  of  Church  and  Market  Warsop,  according  to  the  intent  of 
the  donor  thereof. 

The  deed  of  1G98  was  not  produced  to  us.  This  statement  of  it  is  taken  from 
a recital  in  an  indenture  of  release,  bearing  date  29th  September  1708,  (founded 
on  a lease  for  a year,)  whereby  John  Neale,  esquire,  Henry  Davies,  and  Roger 
Wood  conveyed  to  William  Shipman,  John  Mandeville,  Daniel  Newton,  John 
Hay,  George  Unwin,  Robert  Smith,  Joel  Herring,  and  David  Astley,  and 
their  heirs,  the  premises  comprised  in  the  last-mentioned  indenture  on  the  trusts 
aforesaid. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  has  been  any  subsequent  trust-deed  of  the  lands 
in  Walesby. 

At  a court  holden  for  the  manor  of  Warsop  on  the  19th  August  1825,  Nathan 
Jackson,  and  the  other  seven  persons  above  mentioned,  were  admitted  tenants,  as 
trustees  for  the  poor  of  Warsop,  to  all  the  allotments  in  the  open  fields  of 
Warsop  which  had  been  awarded  to  the  trustees  for  the  poor  of  Warsop  by  the 
award  of  the  commissioners  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  58th 
Geo.  3,  for  inclosing  lands  in  the  parish  of  Warsop,  in  right  of  the  copyhold 
messuages,  lands,  &c.  of  the  trustees  for  the  poor  of  Warsop  in  such  inclosure, 
and  of  all  other  messuages,  lands,  &c.  then  of  such  trustees  in  the  manor  of 
Warsop. 

It  appears  from  a copy  of  court-roll  of  the  manor  of  Stowe  in  Lincolnshire, 
that  at  a court  holden  on  17th  July  1813,  for  that  manor,  of  which  Charles 
Chaplin,  esq,  and  the  Rev.  Francis  Massingberd  (as  trustees  for  Sir  John 

Ingilby, 
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Ingilby,  bart.)  were  then  lords,  Samuel  Jackson,  as  the  surviving  trustee,  under 
a surrender  of  1771  of  John  Hall’s  charity,  being  an  inhabitant  of  the  parish 
of  Warsop,  the  rest  of  the  trustees  being  either  dead,  or  removed  out  of  the 
said  parish,  surrendered  a messuage  or  tenement  in  Newton  within  the  said 
manor,  and  the  homestead  thereto  adjoining,  containing  by  estimation  about 
three  roods,  theretofore  the  estate  of  the  said  John  Hall,  the  town-street, 
lying  on  the  east  of  the  said  messuage,  and  the  several  parcels  of  land  following, 
situate  in  Newton,  which  had  been  allotted  by  the  award  of  the  commissioners 
under  an  Act  passed  5th  Geo.  3,  to  the  trustees  for  the  poor  of  the  said  parish 
of  Warsop,  viz.  1a.  2r.  25p.  of  land  in  the  Briest  Field,  adjoining  to  the  said 
homestead,  in  part,  on  the  east,  which  was  then  inclosed,  and  called  the  Home- 
stead Close;  23  a.  2 r.  26  p.  of  land,  lying  in  the  Cliff  Field,  and  on  the  Cliff 
and  Holme  Fleet,  then  inclosed,  and  called  the  Cliff  Field ; 20  a.  1r.  36  p.  of 
land  in  the  Briest  Field  and  Hen  Holme,  then  inclosed,  and  called  the  Trent 
Side  Close  ; 20  a.  0 r.  33  p.  of  land  in  the  South  Pasture,  then  inclosed,  and 
called  the  South  Moor  Close,  which  said  four  closes  contained  together  in  the 
whole,  66  acres,  with  the  barns,  buildings,  &c.  to  the  said  premises  belonging, 
to  the  use  of  Nathan  Jackson,  Samuel  Davy,  William  Beeston,  jun.  and  Henry 
Davy,  all  of  Church  Warsop,  and  of  John  Bowett,  Robert  Jackson,  Edward 
Unwin,  and  Henry  Reynolds,  jun.  all  of  Market  Warsop,  on  trust,  to  perform 
the  will  of  the  said  John  Hall : and  the  said  Henry  Reynolds  was  then  admitted 
to  the  said  premises  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  co-trustees. 

All  the  trustees  to  whom  this  surrender  was  made  are  still  living. 

The  property  of  this  charity  consists  of 

1.  A farm-house  in  the  parish  of  Newton,  with  a small  field  adjoining,  and 
three  other  parcels  of  land  lying  in  different  parts  of  the  parish,  containing  the 
quantities  mentioned  in  the  surrender  of  1813.  These  parcels  have  been  sub- 
divided into  several  closes,  and  the  whole  are  in  the  occupation  of  John  Denby, 
as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  90/.  per  annum. 

2.  A parcel  of  field-land  in  the  parish  of  Warsop,  containing  about  1a.  1r. 
and  about  two  acres  of  newly-inclosed  forest-land,  which  are,  together  with 
about  five  acres  more  of  forest-land,  belonging  to  Sarah  Whiteman’s  charity 
hereinafter  mentioned,  in  the  occupation  of  Henry  Reynolds,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  the  rent  of  61.  10s.  per  annum,  of  which  the  sum  of  3 /.  10s.  is  apportioned 
to  this  charity,  and  the  remaining  31.  to  Whiteman’s  charity. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Reynolds  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  these  lands, 
but  the  rent  is  stated  to  be  of  fair  amount. 

3.  A hop-garden,  in  the  hamlet  of  Willoughby,  in  the  parish  of  Walesby, 
being  old  inclosure,  and  containing  about  two  acres,  with  a hop-kiln  thereon, 
and  afield  in  the  parish  of  W'alesby,  containing  4a.  3r.  25 p.  which  was,  on 
the  Walesby  Inclosure  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1822,  awarded 
to  the  trustees  of  the  poor  of  Warsop.  These  lands  are  in  the  occupation  of 
Samuel  Clarke,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  15  /.  10s.  per  annum. 

Under  the  Warsop  and  the  Walesby  inclosures  the  respective  lands  were 
exonerated  from  tithe. 

The  rents  of  all  the  lands  belonging  to  this  charity,  amounting  to  109/.  per 
annum,  are  received  half-yearly  by  Mr.  Nathan  Jackson,  one  of  the  trustees, 
who  acts  as  treasurer,  and  who  provides  and  sends  to  the  church  40  shilling 
loaves  every  Sunday,  which  are  distributed  after  morning  service  by  the  minister 
and  churchwardens  to  as  many  poor  persons  belonging  to  and  residing  in  the 
parish,  according  to  a list,  in  which  vacancies  are  filled  up  by  them. 

The  quantity  of  the  weekly  bread  has  been  increased  from  time  to  time  as  the 
rents  have  been  improved. 

An  annual  sum  of  7 s.  6d.  is  given  to  a person  for  weighing  the  bread  every 
week,  and  a sum  of  50  s.  is  allowed  for  a dinner  at  an  annual  meeting  of  the 
trustees  about  the  middle  of  February. 

A considerable  expense  has  been  incurred  in  the  late  inclosures,  which  was 
in  the  first  instance  defrayed  by  Mr.  Nathan  Jackson,  but  the  sum  advanced  by 
him  has  been  gradually  paid  off,  and  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  (July  1827) 
there  was  a balance  of  about  1 /.  in  his  hands. 
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Peacock’s  Charity. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  23d  and  24th  November 
Waisop.'  1763,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery,  between  Francis  Peacock,  of  Warsop,  of  the 

- — one  part,  and  Daniel  Newton,  Nathan  Newton,  Robert  Jackson,  and  George 

Peacock’s  Chanty.  unwin  the  elder,  of  the  other  part ; reciting  that  the  said  Francis  Peacock  was 

’ desirous  to  settle  on  the  poor  people  of  Warsop,  being  inhabitants  thereof  and 

belonging  thereto,  the  rents  and  profits  of  a house,  cottage,  or  tenement,  out- 
houses, and  garden  in  Shirebrook,  in  the  parish  of  Pleasley,  in  the  county  of 
Derby,  then  in  the  possession  of  John  Osborne,  and  let  to  him  at  the  yearlv 
rent  of  1/.  5 s.  ; the  said  Francis  Peacock,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  conveyed 
to  the  said  Daniel  Newton  and  the  three  other  persons  above  mentioned  the 
above-mentioned  premises,  on  trust,  yearly  to  apply  the  rents  and  profits 
thereof,  after  deducting  all  sums  necessary  for  keeping  the  same  in  repair,  and 
such  as  they  should  expend  in  the  execution  of  the  trust,  in  the  buying  of 
wheaten  twopenny  loaves,  for  the  use  of  such  poor  people  belonging  to  and  in- 
habitants of  the  said  parish  as  they  should  think  most  necessitous  and  deserving 
of  such  charity,  to  be  by  them  distributed  equally  twice  in  the  year  on 
2d  February  and  8th  August. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  has  been  any  appointment  of  new  trustees  since 
the  above-mentioned  conveyance,  and  the  charity  has  been  for  several  years 
under  the  management  of  the  trustees  of  Hall’s  charity. 

The  cottage  at  Shirebrook,  with  a very  small  garden  belonging  to  it,  is  in 
the  occupation  of  John  Charlesworth,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  31.  per 
annum,  to  which  it  was  raised  about  four  years  ago,  from  11.  5 s.,  but  for  the 
first  year  of  this  tenancy  the  surplus  beyond  the  old  rent  was  allowed  to  the  tenant, 
towards  the  expense  of  repairing  the  cottage,  which  is  now  in  fair  condition. 

The  rent  is  received  by  Mr.  Nathan  Jackson,  and  bread  to  the  value  of  305. 
is  distributed  in  loaves  of  various  sizes,  at  the  church  on  each  of  the  two  days 
mentioned  in  the  deed  of  1763,  amongst  poor  persons  belonging  to  and  in- 
habiting in  the  parish,  such  as  partake  of  Hall’s  charity  being  excluded  from 
this  distribution. 

Thomas  Whiteman’s  Charity. 

T.  Whiteman's  Thomas  Whiteman , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  4th  October  1811,  and  proved 
Charity.  at  York  in  1812,  after  giving  to  his  wife,  Sarah  Whiteman,  for  her  life,  the 
interest  and  profits  of  all  his  monies  at  interest  on  real  or  personal  security,  and 
of  all  other  his  personal  estate,  gave  to  William  Robinson  and  Richard  Parsons 
(whom  he  appointed  his  executors)  400 1.,  on  trust,  to  place  the  same  out  at 
interest  on  government  security,  and  to  apply  the  interest  and  dividends  in 
educating  the  poor  children  of  Market  Warsop  and  Church  Warsop,  and  in 
purchasing  proper  school-books  for  that  purpose,  so  that  such  children  might  be 
taught  to  read  the  Bible,  and  in  purchasing  Bibles,  to  be  distributed  amongst 
such  poor  children  when  they  should  see  occasion  ; and  he  requested  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Market  Warsop  and  Church 
Warsop  for  the  time  being  to  assist  in  selecting  proper  objects  for  the  said  charity, 
and  in  examining  the  schoolmaster’s  yearly  bill  tor  education  and  books ; and 
he  directed  that  the  said  400/.  should  be  raised  and  paid  out  of  his  personal 
estate,  in  the  first  place,  before  the  payment  of  any  of  his  legacies. 

Of  Mr.  Whiteman’s  executors,  Mr.  Richard  Parsons,  solicitor,  of  Mansfield, 
is  now  the  survivor. 

The  testator’s  widow  died  in  August  1818,  and  it  appears  from  an  account- 
book  produced  to  us,  which  has  been  kept  by  Mr.  Parsons,  that  the  sum  of 
400/.  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  375  /.  five-per-cents,  in  the  joint 
names  of  the  executors,  and  that  the  first  dividends  thereof  were  received  in 
January  1820. 

Although  this  purchase  of  stock  had  been  made,  and  an  application  of  the 
dividends  for  the  instruction  of  poor  children  had  been  commenced,  it  was 
found  that  a deduction  of  40/.  ought  to  have  been  made  from  the  400/.  for 
legacy-duty.  On  this  discovery  the  trustees  borrowed  the  sum  required  of 
the  Southwell  bank,  and  the  school  was  suspended  until  that  sum  was  repaid 
by  a reservation  of  the  dividends. 

The  stock  now  standing  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Parsons,  as  surviving  trustee, 
consists  (in  consequence  of  the  reduction  of  the  five-per-cents)  of  393/.  155. 
new  four-per-cents,  the  dividends  of  which,  amounting  to  15/.  15  5.  per  annum, 

he 
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he  pays  to  a schoolmaster  for  teaching  poor  children  of  Warsop  to  read  after  Warsop. 

the  rate  of  9<s.  half-yearly  for  each  child  ; the  number  of  children  taught  has  — — t 

varied  from  20  to  30  ; at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  it  was  25.  The  payments  for  ' c^tmans 
that  number  exceed  the  amount  of  the  dividends,  but  that  excess  has  been  continued. 

hitherto  provided  for  by  there  having  been  a surplus  of  the  dividends  in  the  <■ ^ ■> 

hands  of  the  trustees  before  the  school  was  recommenced. 

In  consequence  of  Mr.  Parsons  residing  at  Mansfield  the  children  have  been 
appointed,  since  the  death  of  Mr.  William  Robinson  his  co-executor  in  January 

1826,  by  the  son  of  the  latter,  with  the  advice  of  the  vicar  of  Warsop. 

The  children  are  taught  to  read,  the  schoolmaster  provides  books  for  their 
instruction,  and  charges  them  in  his  account.  No  Bibles  have  been  hitherto 
distributed  to  them. 

On  Mr.  Parsons’s  account,  including  the  receipts  of  the  dividends  to  January 

1827,  and  the  payments  to  February  1827,  there  was  a balance  in  his  hands 
of  4<l.  5 s.  Id. 

Sarah  Whiteman’s  Charities. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  15th  May  1813,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery,  be-  Sarah  Whiteman’s 
tween  Sarah  Whiteman , of  the  one  part,  and  Nathan  Jackson,  Samuel  Davy,  Charities. 
William  Beaston  the  younger,  John  Featherstone  the  younger,  John  Bowitt, 

Robert  Jackson  the  younger,  Edward  Unwin,  and  Henry  Reynolds  the 
younger,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that  the  said  Sarah  Whiteman  had 
surrendered  into  the  hands  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Warsop  a dwelling- 
house  situate  in  Warsop,  with  the  garden  thereto  belonging,  then  in  her 
possession,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Nathan  Jackson  and  others,  and  their 
heirs,  on  the  trusts  thereinafter  expressed,  the  said  Sarah  Whiteman  appointed 
that  the  said  Nathan  Jackson  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  should  stand  seised 
of  the  said  copyhold  premises,  on  trust,  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  thereof, 
and  distribute  the  same  equally  amongst  eight  poor  widows  and  widowers  living 
in  the  market-town  and  church-town  of  Warsop,  such  as  in  their  estimation 
should  appear  to  be  most  needy  and  deserving  of  assistance,  in  the  porch  of  the 
church  of  Warsop,  twice  or  oftener  in  the  year,  according  to  the  terms  of 
receiving  the  said  rents,  on  the  Sunday  next  after  the  same  should  be  received, 
after  morning  service,  and  on  trust,  that  when  four  of  the  said  trustees, 
should  die,  or  remove  their  dwelling  from  the  parish  of  Warsop,  the  survivors 
should  surrender  the  said  premises  to  the  lord  of  the  manor,  to  the  use  of  such 
eight  other  substantial  householders  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  as  by  them 
should  be  thought  eligible,  on  the  trusts  aforesaid,  and  so  from  time  to  time. 

All  the  above-mentioned  trustees  are  living,  but  one  of  them,  John  Feather- 
stone,  has  ceased  to  reside  in  the  town  of  Warsop. 

This  house  and  garden  are  in  the  occupation  of  Robert  Kerchefelt,  esq.,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  7 1.  7s • per  annum,  who  has  held  the  premises 
since  the  death  of  Mrs.  Whiteman  in  1818,  and  has  laid  out  upwards  of  150/. 
in  improving  them.  They  are  now  in  very  good  repair,  and  are  stated  to  be 
worth  about  9/.  per  annum. 

In  respect  of  this  house  and  garden  an  allotment  was  made  under  the  Warsop 
inclosure  to  the  trustees  of  a piece  of  land  in  Sherwood  Forest,  containing 
about  five  acres,  which,  as  we  have  already  stated  in  our  account  of  Hall’s 
charity,  is  in  the  occupation  of  Henry  Reynolds,  one  of  the  trustees,  at  a fail- 
rent  of  3/.  per  annum. 

The  half-yearly  rents  are  received  at  Lady-day  and  Michaelmas,  and  are 
distributed  at  the  church  on  the  Sunday  after  each  rent-day,  equally,  amongst 
eight  poor  widows  or  widowers  living  in  the  market-town  or  church-town  of 
Warsop  appointed  by  the  trustees. 

The  said  Sarah  Whiteman,  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  18th  June  1817,  gave  to 
the  trustees  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  1813,  except  John  Featherstone,  and  to 
Henry  Davy,  and  their  successors,  50/.  due  to  her  on  the  promissory  note 
of  Henry  Reynolds,  on  trust,  that  they  should  place  the  same  out  at  interest  on 
real  or  Government  security,  and  lay  the  interest  out  in  purchasing  bread,  to  be 
distributed  amongst  the  poor  of  Church  and  Market  Warsop,  in  the  parish- 
church,  twice  in  the  year,  viz.  half  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  and  the  other  half  on 
the  day  of  her  burial. 

The  above-mentioned  sum  of  50/.  still  remains  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Reynolds, 
secured  by  his  promissory  note,  at  the  interest  of  2/.  2 s.  per  annum,  but  it  is 
proposed  to  deposit  it  in  the  savings-bank  at  Mansfield. 
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One  moiety  of  this  interest  is  laid  out  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  and  the  other 
moiety  on  the  18th  of  August,  being  the  day  of  Mrs.  Whiteman’s  death,  in  two- 
penny and  threepenny  loaves,  which  are  distributed  by  one  of  the  trustees  at 
the  church  amongst  the  poorest  persons  of  Church  and  Market  Warsop. 

Wylde’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  church  that  Ann  JVylde , by  her  Will,  the  date 
of  which  does  not  appear,  gave  20/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  given  to  six 
single  women  on  Christmas-eve. 

The  above-mentioned  sum  is  deposited  in  the  savings-bank  at  Mansfield  in 
the  names  of  the  rector  and  churchwardens,  and  the  interest  is  distributed  by 
the  rector  at  Christmas,  in  small  sums  amongst  poor  single  women  of  the  parish. 

Richardson’s  Charity. 

It  is  also  stated  on  the  church-tablet  that  Mrs.  Richardson  gave  9/.,  the 
interest  to  be  given  in  bread  on  Good  Friday. 

This  sum  is  in  the  hands  of  Robert  Jackson,  who  pays  85.  a year  as  the  inte- 
rest thereof,  which  is  distributed  in  the  church  in  twopenny  loaves  on  Good 
Friday. 

It  is  however  proposed  to  place  it  in  the  savings-bank  at  Mansfield. 


PARISH  OF  WELLOW. 

School  Money. 

It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  church  that  a sum  of  31/.  5s.  3d.  had  been 
given  to  the  parish  of  Wellow,  the  interest  arising  therefrom  to  be  applied  for 
the  education  of  six  poor  children. 

It  also  appears  from  entries  in  an  overseer’s  book  that  the  above-mentioned 
sum,  the  interest  of  which  at  five  per-cent  being  1/.  11  s.  3d.,  had  been  applied 
for  the  education  of  six  poor  children  of  the  parish,  was  for  several  years  pre- 
vious to  1824  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Henry  Molyneux  Howard.  In  that  year 
the  money  was  paid  by  his  executors,  and  invested  in  the  Worksop  savings-bank 
in  the  names  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens.  Since  this  investment  the 
interest,  being  at  the  rate  of  only  four-per-cent,  has  been  paid  to  a schoolmaster 
for  teaching  three  children  appointed  by  the  churchwardens  to  read. 

Poors  Land. 

In  the  church-tablet  it  is  also  stated  that  a house  and  garden,  and  31  acres 
of  land,  had  been  bequeathed  to  the  parish,  the  rents  of  which  were  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  poor,  at  the  discretion  of  the  churchwardens. 

It  is  not  known  by  whom  these  premises  were  given,  nor  have  the  parish  any 
documents  relating  to  them.  John  Warriner  occupied  them  at  the  annual  rent 
of  2/.  for  many  years  previous  to  1816,  and  his  father  and  grandfather  had  held 
them  before  him  at  the  same  rent. 

At  Lady-day  1816  he  agreed  with  the  parishioners  to  give  up  the  land,  and 
continue  to  occupy  part  of  the  house,  at  the  annual  rent  of  10s.,  but  this  rent 
was  not  paid.  A pauper  of  the  parish  was  placed  in  the  part  of  the  house  not 
occupied  by  Warriner,  who  paid  no  rent.  Since  Warriner’s  death  his  widow  and 
the  above-mentioned  pauper  have  continued  to  occupy  the  house,  but  neither 
of  them  have  paid  any  rent.  The  house  is  in  a bad  state.  The  repairs  have 
been  hitherto  done  by  the  parish. 

The  land,  which  consists  of  a close  adjoining  the  house,  divided  into  two 
parts,  and  containing  nearly  two  acres,  and  one  acre  and  a half  of  land  dispersed 
in  the  open  fields  of  Wellow,  has  since  Lady-day  1816  been  in  the  occupation 
of  George  Stancer,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  8/.  per  annum,  which  is 
paid  to  the  churchwardens. 

Previously  to  1816,  the  rent  of  2/.  paid  by  John  Warriner  was  distributed  to 
poor  widows  of  the  parish  at  Whitsuntide  and  Christmas  ; and  notwithstanding 
the  increase  of  the  rent  which  took  place  that  year,  the  distribution  had  been, 
up  to  the  time  of  our  Inquiry,  limited  to  2/.,  the  residue  of  the  improved  rent 
having  been  carried  to  the  churchwardens  general  account ; but  since  our 
Inquiry  took  place  it  has  been  agreed  at  a meeting  of  the  parishioners  to  dis- 
tribute amongst  the  poor  the  whole  rents  of  the  premises,  subject  only  to 
deductions  for  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  house. 
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PARISH  OF  NORTH  WHEATLEY. 

Spencer’s  Charity. 

It  appears  from  a copy  of  court-roll  of  the  manor  of  North  Wheatly,  that  North  Wheatley. 
William  Spencer,  on  8th  April  1719,  surrendered  out  of  court  into  the  ~ — - 

hands  of  the  Lord  of  the  said  manor,  a new  dwelling-house,  with  a barn,  out-  penccr  s Chanty., 
houses,  orchard  and  garden,  and  other  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  in 
the  tenure  of  George  Stevenson,  of  North  Wheatley ; and  three  several  half 
acres  of  arable  land  in  the  West  Field,  the  Middle  Field,  and  the  East  Field 
of  North  Wheatley  ; the  rent  of  the  said  house  and  land  being  30s.,  to  the  use 
and  behoof  of  the  poor  of  the  parishes  of  North  Wheatley  and  South  Wheatley, 
for  ever,  20 s.  to  North  Wheatley,  and  10s.  to  South  Wheatley. 

The  property  belonging  to  this  charity  consists  of  a house,  barn,  small  gar- 
den and  orchard,  containing  together  27  perches,  and  1a.  2r.  39  p.  of  arable 
land  in  the  open  fields  of  North  Wheatley.  These  premises  are  now  in  the 
occupation  of  John  Denby,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  31.  10s.  per  annum, 
the  tenant  repairing  the  cottage,  which  is  stated  to  be  in  fair  condition.  This 
land  is  subject  to  a chief-rent  of  2s.  3d. 

The  rent  of  these  premises  is  received  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of 
this  parish  at  a meeting  holden  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  and  the  income  arising 
from  the  charities  hereinafter  mentioned  is  received  by  them  at  the  same  time. 

Of  the  rent  of  Spencer’s  charity,  one  third  part,  amounting  to  11.  3s.  4 d.,  is 
paid  over  to  the  churchwardens  of  South  Wheatley,  and  the  residue,  (after  de- 
ducting 2s.  3d.  for  the  chief-rent)  being  2/.  4s.  5 d.,  is  united  with  2/.  received 
in  respect  of  the  Earl  of  Kingston’s  charity;  51.  2 s.  6d.  in  respect  of  Benja- 
min James’s  charity,  and  1/.  in  respect  of  Catherine  Porter’s  charity.  The 
interest  of  Sherratt’s  charity,  amounting  to  2/.  5 s.  per  annum,  was  also,  while 
it  was  received,  carried  to  the  same  account. 

About  six  years  ago  a sum  of  51.,  part  of  this  income,  was  for  the  first  time 
paid  to  a schoolmaster  of  North  Wheatley,  who  in  respect  thereof  taught  nine 
children  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic ; and  a payment  of  the  same  annual 
amount  was  continued  until  the  two  last  years,  during  which  the  school  has 
been  suspended,  in  consequence  of  the  rebuilding  of  an  old  school-room  in  the 
parish.  At  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  (August  1827),  it  was  intended  that  the 
school  should  be  recommenced  after  the  harvest  of  that  year ; that  it  should  be 
conducted  on  the  national  system  of  education ; and  that  the  children  of  any  of 
the  inhabitants  of  North  Wheatley  might  be  admitted  to  it,  but  that  gratuitous 
instruction  should  be  given  to  nine  poor  children  only,  in  consideration  of  the 
annual  payment  of  51.  to  the  schoolmaster,  out  of  these  charities,  to  be  made 
as  before.  It  is  also  proposed  that  a sum  of  7 /•  10-s.,  reserved  in  the  church- 
wardens hands  during  the  suspension  of  the  school,  shall  be,  together  with  31. 
received  by  the  vicar  for  the  arrears  of  Thomas  James’s  charity  hereinafter 
mentioned,  placed  in  the  savings-bank  at  Retford,  in  the  names  of  the  vicar 
and  churchwardens,  and  the  interest  thereof  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  for  the 
instruction  of  an  additional  free  child. 

The  free  scholars  have  usually  been  nominated  by  the  vicar. 

The  residue  of  the  income  of  the  above-mentioned  charities  is  distributed  at 
the  meeting  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  in  small  sums  amongst  all  the  poorest  persons 
of  the  parish. 

Earl  of  Kingston’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  church  that  the  Earl  of  Kingston  gave  to  the 
poor  of  this  parish  an  annual  sum  of  2/.,  payable  out  of  an  estate  at  North 
Wheatley,  the  property  of  Lord  Middleton. 

This  annual  sum  of  2 1.  is  now  paid  by  John  Sherratt,  the  tenant  under  Lord 
Middleton  of  a farm  in  North  Wheatley.  This  payment  is  supposed  to  be 
charged  on  two  closes,  part  of  that  farm,  called  the  New  Closes,  and  containing 
about  15  acres. 

Benjamin  James’s  Charity. 

It  appears  from  a copy  of  court-roll  of  the  manor  of  North  Wheatley,  that 
on  12th  October  1726  John  Briggs  and  Bridget  his  wife  surrendered  out  of 
court  all  their  right,  title,  estate  and  interest  in  18  I roods  of  arable-land  in  the 
common  fields  of  North  Wheatley,  which  were  anciently  given  to  the  poor  of 
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North  Wheatley  by  the  will  of  Benjamin  James,  and  were  then  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  Thomas  Bullock  and  William  Overing  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  North 
Wheatley. 

The  lands  belonging  to  this  charity  are  dispersed  in  various  parts  of  the  open 
Helds  of  North  Wheatley,  and  consist  of  3 a.  3r.  20  p.,  in  the  occupation  of 
John  Taylor,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  31.  2 s.  6d.  ; and  2 a.  2r.  35p.  in  the  occu- 
pation of  David  Isles,  at  the  yearly  rent*of  2/.  5s.,  out  of  which  5s.  is  allowed 
for  a chief-rent,  and  the  clear  annual  income  of  the  charity  is  therefore  51.  2 s.  ()d. 

We  are  informed  that  the  land  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Taylor  was 
formerly  held  by  William  Barker,  and  that  John  Taylor  paid  him  a sum  of 
money  for  giving  up  the  possession  thereof ; and  that  other  instances  have  oc- 
curred of  changes  in  the  occupation  of  parts  of  the  charity-land  of  this  parish 
on  the  payment  of  a consideration  by  the  person  desirous  of  obtaining  the  pos- 
session, to  the  old  tenant,  a practice  which  tends  to  show  that  the  premises 
have  not  been  usually  let  at  their  fair  value.  The  rents  were  raised  some  years 
ago  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens  with  the  concurrence  of  the  parishioners; 
but  their  present  amount  is  stated  to  be  less  than  the  average  amount  of  those 
at  which  lands  in  the  open  fields  of  North  Wheatley  belonging  to  individuals 
are  let,  and  we  apprehend  that  they  ought  to  be  raised  to  a fair  amount. 

Porter’s  Charity. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  12th  May  1726,  between  Katherine  Porter  of  the 
one  part,  and  Benjamin  Otter  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  of  the  other  part,  reciting 
that  Katherine  Porter,  of  Islington,  aunt  of  the  aforesaid  Katherine,  had  by  her 
Will,  bearing  date  11th  August  1721,  given  to  Stephen  Johnson  and  Edward 
Greathead,  executors  and  trustees  for  the  uses  of  her  will,  10/.  on  trust,  to  pur- 
chase lands  therewith,  and  to  settle  the  same,  so  that  the  rents  thereof  should  be 
paid  to  the  minister  of  North  Wheatley,  to  be  by  him  distributed  to  four  of  the 
most  needful  widows,  or  other  four  persons  in  the  said  town  of  North  Wheatley, 
on  St.  Thomas’s-day  ; and  had  by  a codicil  to  her  will,  bearing  date  17th  No- 
vember 1722,  devised  and  bequeathed  all  her  estate  and  effects,  charged  with 
the  payment  of  the  legacies  thereinafter  mentioned,  and  had  bequeathed  to  her 
executors  10/.,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Wheatley,  in  such 
manner  as  the  other  10/.  by  her  will  given  to  them  was  appointed  to  be  dis- 
posed of ; and  reciting,  that  the  executors  refusing  to  take  upon  them  the 
burthen  of  the  trust,  the  interest  until  St.  Thomas’s-day  then  last  due  on  the 
whole  sum  of  20/.,  had  been  paid  by  the  said  Katherine  Porter  the  neice,  and 
that  she  had  sold  the  greatest  part  of  the  estate  in  North  Wheatley,  chargeable 
with  the  said  20/.,  freed  from  the  said  sum,  and  had  determined  to  fix  20 s.  per 
annum  for  ever,  in  lieu  of  the  money  so  given  on  the  premises  thereinafter  men- 
tioned and  agreed  to  be  conveyed  to  the  said  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Otter, 
which  they  had  consented  to  : It  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Katherine  Porter 
the  neice,  in  consideration  of  65/.,  and  in  consideration  that  the  said  Benjamin 
and  Elizabeth  Otter  and  their  heirs  should  yearly,  for  ever,  pay  to  the  minister 
of  North  Wheatley,  on  every  St.  Thomas’s-day,  20  s.  clear  of  all  charges,  to  be 
by  him  distributed  according  to  the  said  will  and  codicil  granted  to  the  said 
Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Otter,  and  their  heirs,  two  parcels  of  land  lying  in  the 
east  and  west  fields,  and  in  the  meadow  in  West-moor,  and  in  the  meadow  in 
Lea-moor  in  North  Wheatley,  therein  particularly  described,  provided  that 
they  should  pay  to  the  minister  of  North  Wheatley  for  ever,  for  the  time  being, 
on  every  St.  Thomas’s-day,  the  clear  sum  of  20  s.,  to  be  distributed  as  aforesaid, 
and  that  otherwise  the  said  indenture  should  be  void. 

The  sum  of  205.  is  annually  paid  to  the  vicar  of  North  Wheatley  by  William 
Cartledge,  as  the  tenant  under  Mr.  Thomas  Wells  of  lands  in  the  east  and 
west  fields,  and  the  Lea-moor  of  this  parish. 

The  application  of  this  and  the  two  preceding  charities  has  been  stated  in  the 
account  of  Spencer’s  Charity. 

Thomas  James’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  church  that  Thomas  James,  of  Horncastle,  gave 
to  the  school  of  this  parish,  10  s.  annually. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  mention  this  donation  as  having  been 
given  for  teaching  four  poor  children. 

The  annual  sum  of  10s.  is  now  received  by  the  vicar  of  this  parish  from 

. Mr.  F, 
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Mr.  F.  Richardson,  of  Horneastle,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  in 
respect  of  what  property  it  is  paid. 

This  annual  sum  was  formerly  applied  to  the  repairs  of  the  old  school-room  ; 
but  in  the  year  1826  the  vicar  received  five  years  arrears  of  the  annuity, 
amounting  to  2/.  10$.,  and  in  1827  a,  further  sum  of  10$.,  the  whole  of  which 
it  is  proposed  to  invest  in  the  Retford  savings  bank,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned  in  the  account  of  Spencer’s  charity. 

Sherratt’s  Charity. 

Job  Sherratt,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  22d  March  1813,  proved  at  York  in  Sheriatt’s  Charity. 
February  1814,  gave  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  for  the  time  being  of 
the  parish  of  North  Wheatley  the  sum  of  50/.,  to  be  paid  to  them  by  his  sister 
and  executrix,  Elizabeth  Sherratt,  and  by  them  laid  out,  paid  or  distributed,  at 
their  discretion,  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  the  poor  of  North  Wheatley  aforesaid  ; 

and  he  gave  to • Appleby  50/.,  to  be  by  him  laid  out  or  distributed  for  the 

use  of  the  society  called  Methodists,  both  the  said  sums  to  be  paid  at  the  end 
of  12  calendar  months  after  his  decease  ; and  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  said 
two  sums  of  50/.,  and  of  his  debts,  he  gave  to  his  said  sister,  Elizabeth 
Sherratt,  all  his  personal  estate,  and  appointed  her  sole  executrix  of  his  will. 

The  testator  in  a former  part  of  his  will  gave  certain  lands  at  North 
Wheatley,  and  at  Bole,  to  his  sister  Elizabeth  Sherratt,  and  her  heirs,  and  other 
estates  to  his  sister  of  the  half  blood,  Ann  Bayley,  and  his  brother  of  the  half 
blood,  John  Sherratt. 

Elizabeth  Sherratt,  the  sister  and  devisee  of  the  donor,  married  Mr.  Samuel 
Flower,  a surgeon  at  East  Retford,  in  August  1814,  and  died  about  nine  years 
ago.  Mr.  Flower,  her  husband,  paid  the  above-mentioned  legacy  of  50/.,  for 
the  use  of  the  society  of  Methodists,  after  deducting  5 /.  for  the  amount  of  the 
legacy-duty,  but  the  legacy  of  50/.,  bequeathed  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  has 
not  been  paid.  The  annual  sum  of  2/.  5 s.  was  however  paid  by  Mr.  Flower 
to  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  as  the  interest  of  the  legacy,  (after  deducting 
the  duty  of  5 /.,  up  to  St.  Thomas’s-day  1824,)  after  which  time  he  ceased  to 
pay  any  interest ; and  he  now  contends  that  he  is  not  liable  to  the  payment  of 
either  the  principal  or  the  interest  of  the  legacy,  the  donor  having  died  without 
leaving  sufficient  personal  property  to  pay  his  debts  and  funeral  expenses. 

It  appears  that  in  1816  a correspondence  took  place  between  Mr.  Flower,  as 
the  husband  of  Mr.  Sherratt’s  executrix,  and  the  Stamp-office,  respecting  the 
duty  payable  on  the  legacy  to  the  poor  of  North  Wheatley ; in  the  course  of 
which  Mr.  Flower  declared  that  it  was  his  intention  to  pay  this  legacy,  although 
the  personal  property  of  the  testator  did  not  exceed  15  /.,  and  Mr.  Flower 
actually  paid  51.  for  the  duty  thereon. 

Mr.  Flower  states  that  the  testator  at  the  time  of  his  death  resided  with  his 
brother ; that  he  understood  that  a book-case  and  a few  chairs  constituted  the 
only  personal  property  of  which  he  died  possessed ; that  there  were  bills  due 
to  his  medical  attendants,  and  to  a solicitor  for  making  his  will ; and  that 
these  debts,  together  with  his  funeral  expenses,  were  paid  by  his  sister  and 
executrix. 

Mr.  Flower  now  enjoys  a real  estate  of  the  value  of  50/.  a year,  which  was 
the  property  of  Job  Sherratt ; but  it  is  clear  that  no  claim  can  be  made  on  that 
property  on  behalf  of  the  poor  of  this  parish. 

The  payment  of  the  duty  on  the  legacy,  and  of  the  interest  thereof  up  to 
the  year  1824,  are  facts  from  which  a presumption  might  arise  against  Mr. 

Flower,  of  a sufficiency  of  assets  in  his  hands  to  pay  the  legacy ; but  if  his 
statement  as  to  the  amount  of  the  donor’s  personalty  be  correct,  we  apprehend 
that  payment  of  the  legacy  cannot  be  enforced  against  him. 


North  Wheatley. 


Thomas.  James’s 
Charity, 
continued. 


PARISH  OF  SOUTH  WHEATLEY. 

Spencer’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  this  charity  have  already  been  detailed  in  our  account  of  South  Wheatley. 

the  charities  of  the  parish  of  North  Wheatley.  

The  annual  sum  of  1 /.  3 s.  4t/.,  being  a third  part  of  the  rents  of  the  property  sPencer’s  Charity, 
of  the  charity  at  North  Wheatley,  is  received  by  the  churchwardens  of  South 

3 G 4 Wheatley, 
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Wheatley,  and  distributed  by  them  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  amongst  all  the  poor 
persons  of  the  parish,  whether  residing  therein  or  not. 

It  should  be  observed  that  this  sum  of  1/.  3 s.  4 c?.  ought  in  strictness  to  be 
subject  to  a deduction  of  9 d.  as  the  third  part  of  the  chief-rent  of  2 s.  3d. 
payable  out  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  charity. 


PARISH  OF  WORKSOP. 

Charities  of  Woodhouse,  Medley,  and  Sterne. 

Woodhouse' s Charity. — James  Woodhouse , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  17'tli 
March  1623,  as  appears  from  an  inquisition  taken  at  East  Retford  on  17th 
June  1699,  before  commissioners  under  a commission  of  charitable  uses,  gave 
to  William  Cart,  and  four  others,  of  Worksop,  31/.  10s.  to  be  put  forth  accord- 
ing to  their  discretion,  and  the  profit  arising  therefrom  to  be  given  yearly  to  the 
amending  the  highways,  and  to  the  poorest  of  the  town  and  parish  of  Worksop, 
in  manner  following,  viz.  if  any  were  sick  or  in  distress,  whereby  they  were 
not  able  to  relieve  themselves,  he  directed  that  such  persons  should  have  some 
relief ; and  if  any  fatherless,  motherless,  or  succourless  body,  should  want 
clothing  and  raiment,  he  directed  that  the  trustees  or  their  successors  should 
buy  them  such  as  they  should  think  needful;  and  he  directed  that  3s.  should 
be  bestowed  every  year  for  mending  the  causeways  leading  to  the  church,  and 
the  rest  should  be  given  to  the  needfullest  poor  of  the  said  town  and  parish  on 
Good  Friday  and  St.  Thomas’s-day,  with  a proviso  for  appointing  new  trustees 
when  any  of  those  thereby  appointed  should  die. 

Medley's  Charity. — By  indenture,  bearing  date  28th  March  1628,  between 
William  Medley,  of  the  one  part,  and  Robert  Eyre,  and  five  others,  of  Worksop, 
of  the  other  part,  It  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  William  Medley  had 
delivered  and  thereby  granted  to  the  said  Robert  Eyre  and  others,  100/.,  in 
trust,  to  bestow  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  so  purchased  should  be  by  the  said  Robert  Eyre 
and  others,  and  the  survivors  and  their  heirs,  equally  divided  into  two  parts, 
and  that  the  first  half  part  thereof  should  be  employed  for  the  only  use  of  the 
poor  of  the  town  and  parish  of  Worksop,  in  manner  following,  viz.  the  one 
half  of  the  said  first  half  part  to  be  distributed  yearly  on  Good  Friday  and  the 
feast  of  St.  Thomas,  by  equal  portions,  for  ever,  to  such  of  the  poorest  sort 
of  people  within  the  said  town  and  parish  as  by  the  trustees  should  be  thought 
most  fit  to  be  relieved,  and  the  other  half  of  the  said  first  half  part  to  be  disposed 
of  yearly,  for  ever,  for  the  binding  apprentices  of  such  poor  children  within 
the  said  town  and  parish,  and  for  the  clothing  and  relieving  of  such  poor 
persons  thereof,  as  should  be  either  destitute  of  raiment,  or  visited  with  sickness, 
or  otherwise  in  any  manner  of  want  or  necessity,  as  by  the  trustees  should  be 
thought  most  fit ; and  as  to  the  second  half  part  of  the  said  rents  and  profits, 
that  half  of  the  said  second  half  part  should,  during  the  life  of  Richard  Medley, 
brother  of  the  said  William  Medley,  be  employed  for  his  use  ; and  that  during 
his  life  one  quarter  of  the  said  second  half  part  should  be  employed  for  the  use 
of  the  minister  of  the  said  parish-church  of  Worksop,  for  the  time  being  ; and 
that  the  half  of  the  second  half  part  granted  to  the  said  Richard  Medley  should 
in  like  manner,  after  his  death,  be  employed  for  the  use  of  the  minister  of  the 
said  parish  for  the  time  being,  if  he  should  be  a preacher,  and  by  the  trustees 
be  thought  worthy  thereof ; and  that  the  other  quarter  of  the  second  half  part 
should  be  equally  divided  into  two  parts,  one  part  thereof  to  be  employed 
towards  repairing  the  ways  about  or  in  the  towns  of  Radford  and  Worksop, 
and  in  such  places  as  by  the  trustees  should  be  thought  most  convenient,  and 
the  other  half  thereof  should  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  parish  for  the  time 
being,  if  such  clerk  should  teach  poor  peoples  children  of  the  said  town  that 
should  be  sent  to  him,  and  should  be  by  the  trustees  thought  worthy  ; and  if  any 
such  minister  or  clerk  should  by  the  trustees  be  thought  unworthy  to  receive 
the  benefit  of  their  respective  parts  before  appointed,  it  was  declared  that 
such  parts  respectively,  until  some  other  able  and  worthy  minister  or  clerk 
should  be  placed  in  their  steads,  should  be  by  the  trustees  employed  for  binding 
apprentices  and  clothing  the  poor ; and  it  was  also  agreed  that  when  two  or 
more  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors  should  convey  the  said  lands 
. intended 
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intended  to  be  purchased  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  such  other  honest  persons 
as  by  them  should  be  thought  fit,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  uses  aforesaid,  so  that 
there  might  be  continually  four  or  more  trustees,  and  that  until  the  said  100/. 
should  be  bestowed  as  directed,  the  yearly  profit  of  the  said  money  should  be 
by  the  said  trustees  employed  to  the  uses  aforesaid. 

Sterne's  Charity . — Mary  Sterne , by  her  Will,  (as  appears  from  a copy  thereof 
without  date  produced  to  us,)  bequeathed  to  Thomas  Hewett,  esquire,  James 
Colton,  clerk,  vicar  of  Worksop,  and  seven  others,  of  Worksop,  100/.,  on  trust, 
that  they  and  the  survivor  of  them  should  pay  the  interestthereof  yearly,  as  follows, 
viz.  to  eight  poor  widows  within  the  parish  of  Worksop  therein  named,  2 s.  6d. 
each  on  Christmas-day,  for  their  lives,  and  to  twenty  other  poor  widows  within 
the  said  parish,  Is.  yearly  on  Christmas-day,  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  said  interest  to  be  yearly  disposed  of  for  the  teaching 
of  poor  children,  within  the  said  parish,  to  read  and  write,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  trustees ; and  she  directed,  that  if  any  of  the  poor  widows  that  should 
receive  the  2 s.  6 d.  or  1 s.  yearly,  should  be  capable  of  instructing  such  poor 
children,  such  widow  should  be  employed  to  teach  such  children  as  her  trustees 
should  think  fit ; and  that  as  any  of  the  eight  poor  widows  should  die,  the  sum 
of  2s.  6d.  belonging  to  her  should  be  disposed  of  for  the  educating  poor 
children  as  aforesaid,  and  that  the  said  100/.  should  be  laid  out  in  a purchase 
of  land  by  her  trustees,  in  their  names,  on  the  aforesaid  trusts,  and  that  after 
such  purchase,  as  often  as  any  four  of  the  trustees  should  die,  or  remove  their 
dwellings  from  Worksop,  the  survivors  should  assure  the  said  lands  to  so  many 
more  substantial  inhabitants  in  Worksop,  and  their  heirs,  as  they  should  think 
fit,  on  the  same  trusts,  and  so  from  time  to  time  for  ever. 

It  appears  from  a copy  of  court-roll  of  the  Manor  of  Cowley,  that  on  lltli 
September  1716,  Joseph  Banks  and  William  Jessop  surrendered  to  the  use  of 
Thomas  Hewett,  George  Donston,  Henry  Rutter,  John  Champion,  Robert 
Major,  and  William  Lee  Roper,  all  of  the  parish  of  Worksop,  and  their  heirs, 
five  closes  in  Butterthwaite,  in  the  parish  of  Ecclesfield,  called  the  Leachey 
Brigg  Field,  the  Leachey  Brigg  Meadow,  the  Starling,  the  Wheatcroft,  alias 
Hollingfields,  and  the  Blewfield,  as  trustees  for  the  town  of  Worksop,  for 
divers  charitable  uses  within  that  town,  mentioned  in  an  indenture  made  or  to 
be  made  by  the  said  Thomas  Hewett,  and  the  other  five  persons  above  men- 
tioned, of  the  one  part,  and  James  Colton,  vicar  of  Worksop,  of  the  other  part. 

By  an  agreement,  bearing  date  on  27th  December  preceding  this  surrender, 
the  said  Joseph  Banks  contracted  for  the  sale  of  the  above-mentioned  lands  to 
the  said  trustees  for  a sum  of  230/.,  which  probably  arose  from  the  above- 
mentioned  donations  ofWoodhouse,  Medley,  and  Sterne,  being  within  1/.  10s. 
of  the  united  amount  thereof. 

We  were  unable  to  find  amongst  the  documents  produced  to  us  any  such 
indenture  as  is  alluded  to  in  the  above  surrender,  as  being  at  the  date  thereof 
made  or  to  be  made. 

By  deed-poll,  bearing  date  22d  May  1794,  Charles  Duke  of  Norfolk  being 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Cowley,  in  consideration  of  4/.  9s.  6d.,  granted  to  John 
Champion,  William  Skinner,  Isaac  Wilson,  and  Thomas  Binney,  as  trustees  for 
the  charities  of  Worksop,  a fee-farm  or  quit-rent  payable  out  of  the  said 
premises  in  the  parish  of  Ecclesfield. 

Trustees  of  these  charities  have  been  from  time  to  time  appointed  by  the 
survivors  when  reduced  to  four  or  five,  to  make  the  number  seven,  and  entries 
of  these  appointments  have  been  made  in  the  account-book  of  the  charities, 
but  there  has  been  no  surrender  or  conveyance  of  the  lands  for  many  years  past. 

The  present  trustees  are  Messrs.  John  Champion,  Mordecai  Binney,  John 
Froggatt,  Rev.  Thomas  Stacye,  William  Grafton,  Henry  Owen,  and  William 
Champion. 

Mr.  John  Champion,  the  oldest  trustee,  has  acted  as  treasurer  since  1793. 

The  trust-property  consists  of  six  fields  at  Butterthwaite,  in  the  parish  of 
Ecclesfield,  containing  17a.  3r.  30 p.  in  the  occupation  of— — Lockwood, 
as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  30/.  per  annum,  to  which  amount  it  was 
raised  from  21/.  in  1810. 

There  is  also  belonging  to  the  trust  a sum  of  316/.  25,  6d.  in  the  Worksop 
savings-bank,  producing  the  annual  interest  of  12/.  125.,  of  this  sum  there  was 
invested  in  1821,  30/.,  in  1822,  2 51.  15.,  and  in  1824,  261/.  15.  6d. 

The  two  first-mentioned  investments  were  made  after  sales  of  timber  from 
Rep.  19.  3 H the 
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the  trust-estate,  which  took  place  to  the  amount  of  28/.  10$.  4</. -in  1821, 
and  of  25  /.  1 $.  in  1822. 

The  third  investment  arose  from  the  sale  in  1824  of  300/.  three-per-cent 
consols,  which  had  been  purchased  in  1815  for  171/.  15$. 

The  money  thus  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  stock  was  principally  composed 
of  a sum  of  70/.  received  from  Mr.  Wilson,  being  due  on  bond,  with  11/.  8$. 
interest  thereon ; and  another  sum  of  'JOl.  received  from  the  Worksop  bank, 
being  due  on  note,  with  4/.  4$.  interest  thereon,  and  the  residue  was  paid  from 
the  balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands. 

In  I78O  an  account  was  settled  beteen  George  Donston,  esq.,  the  then  trea- 
surer, and  his  co-trustees,  and  there  was  found  to  be  due  from  him  (arising 
from  surplus  of  rents)  391.  4$.  8r/.,  of  which  it  was  agreed  that  30/.  should 
remain  in  his  hands  at  five-per-cent,  which  sum  was  afterwards  paid  to  the 
trustees. 

The  residue  of  the  two  above-mentioned  sums  of  70^*  each,  appears  to  have 
arisen  from  a surplus  of  receipts  beyond  the  expenditure  of  the  charity,  substv 
quently  to  the  year  I78O. 

In  1778  a plan  was  introduced  by  the  Rev.  John  Peacock,  of  Worksop,  for 
a division  of  the  rents  of  the  estate  at  Butterth waite,  then  amounting  to  19/. 
per  annum,  amongst  the  three  charities  of  Woodhouse,  Medley,  and  Sterne, 
allowing  to  the  former  31.  and  to  the  two  latter  81.  each,  and  for  the  disposal 
of  the  said  several  sums  as  follows  amongst  the  objects  of  those  charities : 


In  respect  of  Woodhouse’ s Charity  : 

Towards  repairing  the  causeways  leading  to  the 
church  ------- 

To  the  most  needy  poor  on  Good  Friday 
To  ditto  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  - 

In  respect  of  Medley’s  Charity  : 

To  the  poor  on  Good  Friday  - 
To  ditto  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  - 
For  binding  poor  children  apprentices,  and  for 
clothing  and  relieving  the  poor  - 
To  the  minister  of  Worksop,  if  a preacher,  and 
thought  worthy  by  the  trustees  - 
For  repairing  the  highways  - 
To  the  parish-clerk,  if  he  should  teach  the  poor 
children,  and  should  be  thought  worthy  by  the 
trustees  ------- 

In  respect  of  Sterne’s  charity  : 

To  20  poor  widows  on  Christmas-day,  1 s.  each  - 
For  teaching  poor  children  of  Worksop 


£.  s.  d. 
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2 
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10  - 
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7 
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8 - - 
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The  present  annual  income  of  these  charities  arising  from  the  rent  of  the 
Butterthwaite  estate,  and  the  money  in  the  savings-bank,  amounts  to  42/.  12$., 
which,  with  the  addition  of  a rentcharge  of  10$.  per  annum,  arising  from 
Smith’s  charity  hereinafter  mentioned,  making  in  the  whole  43/.  2$.,  is  received 
by  the  treasurer,  and  is  thus  applied  : 

On  Good  Friday  and  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  the  trustees  meet  at  the  vestry  and 
make  distributions  to  the  poor,  viz. 


On  Good  Friday  : £.  s.  d. 

To  20  poor  widow's,  2 s.  each  - - - 2 - - 

To  40  poor  families,  2 s.  each  (including  10s.  from 

Smith’s  charity)  - - - - - 4 - - 

In  shillings  and  sixpences  to  poor  persons  of  the 

parish,  under  the  name  of  casualties  - - 1 10  - 


On  St.  Thomas’s-day  : 

To  20  poor  widows,  2 s.  each  - - - - 2 - - 

To  55  poor  families,  2 s.  each  - - - 5 10  — 

To  33  poor  families,  is.  each  - - - - 1 13  - 

In  shillings  and  sixpences  to  poor  persons  of  the 
parish,  under  the  name  of  casualties  - - - 19  - 


£.  s.  d. 


7 10  -- 


] o 2 
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There  is  also  paid 

To  the  vicar  1 /.  10s.  on  Good  Friday,  and  1 /.  10s  £.  s.  d. 
on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  on  which  days  sermons 
are  preached  by  him  - - - - - 3 - - 

To  the  parish-clerk  5 s.  on  each  of  those  days  - - 10  - 

To  the  surveyor  of  the  highways  for  repairing  the 

roads  -------  - - 

To  the  Rev.  Thomas  Stacye,  the  vicar,  as  trea- 
surer of  the  Abbey-school  in  Worksop,  towards 
the  master's  salary,  7/.  half-yearly  - - - - - 


£.  s.  d. 


3 1°  - 
- *3  “ 


14  - - 


35  15  - 
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The  distributions  to  poor  widows  and  poor  families  are  made  according  to  lists, 
which  are  continued  from  year  to  year,  and  in  which  vacancies,  as  they  occur, 
are  filled  up  by  the  trustees. 

No  part  of  the  income  of  these  charities  has  of  late  years  been  applied  for 
apprenticing  poor  children. 

The  abbey-school  is  principally  supported  by  voluntary  subscriptions.  It  is 
conducted  on  the  national  system,  and  is  open  to  all  the  poor  children  of  the 
parish  of  Worksop  on  application  to  the  vicar,  as  the  treasurer  thereof.  In 
1821  a sum  of  24/.,  arising  from  the  surplus  income  beyond  the  amount  of  the 
above-mentioned  disbursements,  was  applied  in  a distribution  of  blankets  to  the 
poor.  At  the  time  of  our  Investigation  (July  1827)  there  was  a balance  in 
the  treasurer’s  hands  of  9/.  13s.  A d. 

Although  an  augmentation  has  taken  place  in  the  amount  of  the  distributions 
to  the  poor  on  Good-Fridav  and  St.  Thomas’s-day,  and  in  the  payment  for  the 
instruction  of  poor  children  since  the  introduction  of  the  plan  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Peacock  in  1778,  the  present  mode  of  disposing  of  the  increased  income 
of  the  charities  is  not  in  accurate  proportion  to  the  division  adopted  by  that 
plan.  But  it  appears  to  us  that  the  trustees  cannot  do  better  than  make  use  of 
that  plan  as  a basis  for  the  disposal  of  the  income.  If  each  of  the  payments 
specified  therein  were  doubled,  except  that  of  10s.  (part  of  the  distribution  on 
Good-Friday)  made  in  respect  of  Smith’s  charity  being  of  unvarying  amount, 
that  of  3 s.  paid  in  respect  of  Woodhouse’s  charity  for  repairing  the  causeways, 
the  amount  of  which  was  fixed  by  the  donor,  and  we  may  add  that  of  10s. 
paid  in  respect  of  Medley’s  charity  to  the  parish-clerk  (who  indeed,  as  he  is  not 
the  schoolmaster,  and  teaches  no  poor  children,  does  not  appear  entitled  to  any 
share  of  the  charity),  there  would  still  remain  an  annual  balance  of  more  than 
51.,  which  might  be  occasionally  given  to  the  poor  in  blankets  or  clothing, 
according  to  the  discretion  of  the  trustees. 


Smith’s  Charity. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  1st  October  1581,  John  Ellett,  in  consideration 
of  a competent  sum  of  money  paid  by  John  Smith,  granted  to  John  Chambers, 
John  Godly,  and  John  Goodrich,  an  annual  rent  of  10s.,  issuing  out  of  his  toft 
or  tenement  situate  in  the  street  called  the  Brigg-Gate,  in  Worksop,  to  the 
intent  that  they  and  their  heirs  should  enjoy  the  said  rent,  to  be  bestowed  yearly 
on  Good-Friday  to  30  poor  persons  inhabiting  within  the  over  town  and  nether 
town  of  Worksop,  to  be  nominated  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  the  said 
parish,  with  the  advice  of  John  Smith  and  Jane  his  wife,  and  the  said  John 
Ellett  and  his  heirs. 

The  following  memorandum  is  added  to  the  deed  : 

“ I,  John  Smith,  do  charge  John  Ellett  and  all  his  posterity  to  fulfil  this  my 
“ deed,  as  they  will  answer  it  at  the  last  day.” 

This  annual  sum  of  10  s.  has  been  usually  called  Ellett’s  charity,  but  it 
appears  from  this  document  that  John  Smith  was  the  donor  of  it. 

It  is  now  paid  by  Mrs.  Dorothy  Bates,  in  respect  of  a house  and  garden  in  the 
town  of  Worksop,  her  property,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  before-mentioned 
charities  of  Woodhouse  and  others,  and,  as  has  been  already  stated,  forms  part 
of  the  distribution  to  the  poor  on  St.  Thomas’s-day. 


Worksop.  • 

Charities  of 
Woodhouse,  Med- 
ley, and  Sterne, 
continued. 


Smith's  Charity. 


A sum  of  20/,  was  given  by  the  will  of  Rosamond  Magson  in  1(181  to  Thomas 
Smith  and  Peter  Lee,  to  be  secured,  to  the  intent  that  the  interest  thereof 

3 II  2 should 
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Worksop.  should  yearly  be  by  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  distributed  amongst  poor 
— T widows  of  the  parish  of  Worksop.  In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  this 
Sm ’ sum  *s  s^a^ec^  to  then  vested  in  George  Donston,  and  producing  1 /.  a year. 
^ ’ j It  would  seem  therefore  that  it  was  considered  by  the  persons  who  made  the 

returns  from  this  parish  as  forming  part  of  the  sum  of  30/.,  which  (as  has  been 
stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  Woodhouse  and  others)  was  in  I78O 
left  in  Mr.  Donston’s  hands  at  5-per-cent  interest ; but  we  apprehend  that  this 
was  an  error,  as  the  sum  of  30/.  in  Mr.  Donston’s  hands  appears  to  have  arisen 
from  a surplus  of  the  rents  of  the  Butterthwaite  estate ; and  we  think  it  pro- 
bable that  the  legacy  of  Mrs.  Magson  was  lost  at  an  earlier  period. 


HUNDRED  OF  NEWARK. 


PARISH  OF  NORTH  CLIFTON. 


North  Clifton. 
Church  Lands. 


Church  Lands. 

By  the  Award  of  the  Commissioners  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  inclosing 
the  common  lands  of  this  parish,  a parcel  of  land  lying  in  the  Middle  Field  of 
South  Clifton,  containing  11a.  1r.  Op.  (including  two  acres  of  the  Sandhills, 
which  were  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  allotted  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
materials  for  the  repairs  of  the  roads,)  was  allotted  to  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens, and  their  successors,  as  owners  of  several  parcels  of  uninclosed  land, 
and  having  a right  of  common  in  the  township  of  South  Clifton,  and  in  com- 
pensation for  all  lands  and  common-rights  belonging  to  the  parish-church  in  the 
lands  to  be  inclosed. 

It  does  not  appear  how  the  parishioners  became  possessed  of  the  lands,  &c. 
belonging  to  the  church,  in  respect  of  which  this  allotment  was  made. 

The  rent  of  a portion  of  the  land,  containing  rather  less  than  two  acres,  is 
received  by  the  surveyor  of  the  highways.  The  residue  of  it  was  let  by  the 
vicar  and  churchwardens,  as  belonging  to  the  church,  at  Lady-day  1824  for 
a term  of  14  years,  as  follows  : 


James  Derry  ------- 

John  Watson  ------- 

John  Clark  -------- 

James  Vines  (a  garden)  ------ 

William  Cooper  ------- 

Anthony  Tuxford,  a cowgate  in  South  Clifton  Marsh, 
estimated  at  - --  --  -- 


A. 


Quantity. 

Rent. 

A.  R.  P. 

£.  s.  d. 

12  0 

2 13  4 

l 2 0 

2 13  4 

300 

3 17  4 

030 

1 - - 

200 

1 8 - 

10  0 

2 - - 

930 

13  12  - 

These  rents,  which  are  of  a fair  amount,  are  received  by  the  curate,  and  are 
considered  applicable  to  the  ornamenting  and  beautifying  the  church,  the  sub- 
stantial repairs  being  defrayed  by  a church-rate. 

There  was  at  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  (August  1827)  a balance  arising  from 
the  rents  (including  some  arrears  not  received)  amounting  to  about  55/.,  which 
had  been  reserved  with  the  intention  of  providing  a new  pulpit,  and  new-pewing 
the  church. 


TOWNSHIPS  OF  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  CLIFTON. 


North  and  South 
Clifton. 

Nicholson’s 

Charity. 


Nicholson’s  Charity. 

Simon  Nicholson , by  his  Will,  in  1669,  gave  100/.,  to  be  bestowed  in  land  by 
his  supervisors  as  soon  as  conveniently  might  be,  for  the  use  and  relief  of  the  poor 
of  North  and  South  Clifton,  the  yearly  rent  thereof  to  be  bestowed  amongst 
them,  with  the  advice  of  the  minister  and  two  of  the  most  able  and  sufficient 
men  of  either  of  the  said  towns,  at  Midsummer  and  Christmas,  by  equal 
portions. 

This  legacy  is  supposed  to  have  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  the  copyhold 
land  to  which  the  following  copies  of  court-roll  relate  : 

At  a court  holden  for  the  manor  of  Grassthorpe-cum-Membris,  20  May  1684, 

John 
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John  Bellamy  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  surrendered  a messuage  or  tenement  in 
North  Clifton,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  manor,  with  all  buildings 
thereto  belonging,  and  a parcel  of  meadow,  containing  by  estimation  two  acres, 
lying  in  the  meadows  of  North  Clifton,  abutting  on  the  river  Trent  on  the  west, 
and  on  certain  closes  called  the  Church  Closes  on  the  east,  and  a close  of  pasture 
in  North  Clifton,  containing  by  estimation  two  acres,  near  the  land  of  Nicholas 
Tubb  on  the  north,  and  a field  called  the  Church  Field  on  the  south,  and  com- 
mon of  pasture  for  two  cows  in  the  cow-pasture,  and  one  beastgate  and  twenty 
sheepgates,  and  common  for  a mare,  a foal,  and  a follower,  in  North  Clifton 
Moor,  to  the  use  of  Richard  Thorpe  and  seven  others,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust, 
to  dispose  of  the  premises  to  the  best  advantage,  and  annually  to  pay  the  rents 
and  profits  thereof  to  the  vicar  of  North  Clifton  for  the  time  being,  and  two  of 
the  more  sufficient  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  North  Clifton  and  South  Clifton, 
to  be  paid  and  distributed  for  ever  for  the  equal  use,  profit,  and  advantage  of 
the  poor  of  the  said  towns  ; and  in  trust,  that  when  four  of  the  trustees  should 
die  the  survivors  should  surrender  the  premises  to  the  use  of  eight  other  inha- 
bitants of  the  said  towns  upon  the  before-mentioned  trusts,  and  so  as  often  as 
four  of  the  trustees  should  die.  And  at  a Court  of  the  same  manor,  held  on 
the  10th  January  following,  the  said  Richard  Thorpe  and  others  were  admitted 
tenants  of  the  premises  contained  in  the  above-mentioned  surrender. 

At  a court  holden  for  the  same  manor,  13th  May  1731,  John  Thorpe,  the 
grandson  and  heir  of  Richard  Thorpe,  who  was  stated  to  be  the  surviving 
trustee  of  the  above-mentioned  lands,  was  admitted  thereto  as  such  heir  by 
George  Thorpe,  his  guardian,  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs,  in  trust,  to  pay 
annually  the  rents  and  profits  to  the  vicar  of  North  Clifton,  and  two  sufficient 
inhabitants  of  North  and  South  Clifton,  for  the  use  and  profit  of  the  poor 
persons  of  the  said  towns,  to  be  by  them  annually  distributed  on  Midsummer- 
day  and  Christmas-day,  by  equal  portions,  and  on  trust,  that  when  the  said  John 
Thorpe  should  attain  21  years  he  should  surrender  the  said  premises  to  the  use 
of  eight  sufficient  inhabitants  of  the  said  towns,  with  a provision,  as  in  the 
former  surrender,  for  the  appointment  of  new  trustees,  when  the  number  should 
be  reduced  to  four  ; and  the  guardianship  of  the  said  lands  was  at  the  same 
court  granted  to  Robert  Draper  and  three  others,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
John  Thorpe,  the  infant,  during  his  minority,  but  nevertheless  to  the  use  and 
advantage  of  the  poor  aforesaid. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  has  been  any  subsequent  renewal  of  this  trust. 

The  property  of  the  charity,  according  to  a description  of  it  contained  in 
a tablet  in  the  church,  consists  of 


A house  and  homestead,  containing  - 
A field  of  old  inclosure,  called  Short  Butts  Close 
A field  of  new  inclosure,  called  Martin  Acres  Corner 
A field  called  Swear  Holm  - 
A field  called  Moor  Close  - 
A field  called  Whitgrass  Close  - 
A field  called  Marsh  Close  - 


A. 

0 

1 

0 
9 
3 

1 


R. 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 
O 
O 


33 

5 

15 

27 

9 

o 

o 


North  and  South 
Clifton. 


Nicholson’s 

Charity, 

continued. 


Total  - - 


A. 


16  3 9 


These  premises,  which  are  situate  in  the  township  of  North  Clifton,  are  in 
the  occupation  of  William  Hodson,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  17/.  per 
annum.  The  house  is  in  a bad  state  of  repair,  and  the  present  tenant,  who  has 
occupied  it  with  the  land  many  years,  is  very  old. 

It  has  therefore  been  suggested,  that  the  most  advantageous  plan  for  the 
charity  will  be  to  pull  down  the  house  on  his  death,  and  to  let  the  lands  in 
parcels,  by  which  mode  it  is  thought  the  best  rent  will  be  obtained,  as  the 
land  lies  near  to  the  town  of  North  Clifton. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Penrose,  the  present  curate  of  the  parish,  receives  the  rent 
half-yearly,  and  after  each  receipt  pays  to  the  master  of  a school,  situate  in  the 
township  of  South  Clifton,  and  nearly  at  an  equal  distance  from  the  villages  of 
North  and  South  Clifton,  51.  5s.,  who  in  respect  thereof  instructs  15  poor 
children,  eight  of  North  Clifton,  and  seven  of  South  Clifton,  appointed  by  the 
curate,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  churchwardens,  in  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic.  The  residue  of  each  half-year’s  rent,  except  5s.  allowed  to  the 
tenant  who  is  considered  sufficiently  poor  to  be  permitted  to  partake  of  the 
Rep.  19.  3 H 3 charily, 
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North  and  South  charity,  is  distributed  by  him  amongst  the  settled  poor  inhabitants  of  North 
Clifton.  and  South  Clifton,  in  equal  shares  to  each  place. 

Nicholson's  The  school-buildings,  which  consist  of  a school-room,  and  a residence  for 
Charity,  the  master,  were  built  by  subscription  in  1799,  and  are  in  good  repair.  They 
continued.  are  situate  in  a lane,  of  which  the  schoolmaster  has  the  pasturage,  and  a part 
n ^ < of  it  is  inclosed  as  a garden  for  his  use. 

A part  of  the  rent  of  the  property  of  this  charity,  to  the  amount  of  31.  10s. 
per  annum,  appears  to  have  been  first  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the 
schoolmaster’s  salary  in  1800,  shortly  after  the  school  was  built,  in  pursuance 
of  a resolution  to  that  effect  entered  into  at  a meeting  of  the  parishioners,  and 
this  payment  was  subsequently  increased  to  10/.  10s. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  SOUTH  CLIFTON. 


Hall’s  Charity. 

South  Clifton.  It  is  stated  in  a tablet  of  benefactions  in  the  parish  of  North  Clifton,  that 
— Susannah  Hall  gave,  by  deed,  a freehold  cottage  in  South  Clifton,  one  moiety 

a 3 iau  of  the  rent  of  which  was  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  Kettlethorpe,  and  the  other 

moiety  to  the  poor  of  Newton  and  South  Clifton  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day, 
by  the  discretion  of  the  ministers  of  the  respective  parishes. 

We  have  been  unable  to  find  this  deed,  but  it  appears  that  Mrs.  Hall,  by  her 
Will,  bearing  date  5th  August  1737*  and  proved  in  1740,  reciting,  that  she  had 
by  deed  settled  her  interest  in  a cottage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  South 
Clifton  to  several  uses,  directed,  that  in  case  the  said  deed  could  not  take  effect 
by  reason  of  a late  Act  of  Parliament,  the  said  cottage  and  appurtenances  should 
go  to  the  Rev.  Gilbert  Hall,  and  his  heirs. 

It  may  be  presumed  that  the  deed  above  referred  to  took  effect,  as  there  is 
now  belonging  to  this  charity  a cottage  and  homestead  in  South  Clifton,  an  allot- 
ment on  South  Clifton  Moor,  containing  4a.  Or.  14  p.,  and  a cowgate  on  South 
Clifton  Marsh,  estimated  at  one  acre. 

These  premises  are  now  in  the  occupation  of  David  Stewart,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  a fair  rent  of  7 /•  per  annum.  The  cottage  is  stated  to  be  in  tenantable 
repair. 

The  sum  of  17$.  6d.,  being  the  amount  of  one  fourth  part  of  the  half-year’s 
rent,  is  received  by  the  minister  of  North  Clifton  at  Lady-day,  and  the  same  sum 
at  Michaelmas,  and  each  half-yearly  payment  is  distributed  shortly  after  the 
receipt  thereof,  in  small  sums  amongst  poor  widows  and  others  of  the  township 
of  South  Clifton. 

The  application  of  the  remaining  three  fourths  of  this  rent  will  be  stated 
at  a future  time,  when  the  charities  of  the  places  entitled  thereto  come  under 
investigation. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  HARBY. 


Harby, 

Settle’s  Charity. 


Settle’s  Charity. 

On  a tablet  in  Harby  Chapel  it  is  stated  that  the  Rev.  Samuel  Settle  gave 
20  /.  to  the  society  for  promoting  Christian  knowledge,  which  society  agreed 
to  furnish  books  at  cost-price  to  the  amount  of  the  interest  of  that  sum,  such 
books  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  of  Harby  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister 
and  churchwardens. 

In  pursuance  of  this  agreement  books  are  furnished  to  the  minister  at  cost- 
price  by  the  society  for  promoting  Christian  knowledge  to  the  amount  of 
10^.  3d.  a year,  and  are  distributed  by  him  amongst  the  children  who  say  their 
Catechism  in  the  chapel  at  Harby. 


PARISH  OF  GIRTON. 

Horner’s  Charity. 

Girton.  The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  Elizabeth  Hornet',  by  Will,  in 

IIorner’s_Ch  rit ' 1741,  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  5 /.,  vested  in  the  principal  parishioners, 
and  producing  5 s.  per  annum. 

It  appears  from  an  examination  of  the  parish-books  that  os.  a year  was  dis- 
tributed out  of  the  poors  rates  as  the  interest  of  this  sum  till  1816,  since  which 

time 
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time  the  payment  has  been  discontinued.  We  are  informed  that  a statement 
of  this  charity  was  inscribed  on  the  wall  of  the  church,  but  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  church  having  been  repaired  some  years  ago  the  inscription  was 
erased. 

We  are  assured  by  the  churchwardens  that  the  parishioners  are  willing,  that 
in  respect  of  this  charity  a sum  of  51.  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  poors  rates,  and 
deposited  in  a savings-bank,  and  that  the  interest  shall  in  future  be  distributed 
to  the  poor. 


PARISH  OF  SOUTH  SCARLE. 

Griffin’s  Dole. 

It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  church,  erected  in  1802,  that  a donation  of 
1 1.  6s.  &d.  per  annum,  (the  date  unknown,)  called  Griffin’s  Dole,  was  payable 
on  Good  Friday  and  St.  Thomas’s-day  out  of  a close  called  Griffin’s  Fridge, 
adjoining  to  the  homestead  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dalton,  then  vicar. 

The  close  called  Griffin’s  Bridge  Close,  which  contains  about  two  acres,  is 
now  vested  in  the  trustees  under  the  Will  of  the  late  Mr.  Bumby,  in  trust  for 
bis  two  daughters.  John  Cooke,  the  tenant  thereof,  pays  the  annual  sum  of 
1/.  6 5.  8 d.,  at  two  equal  payments,  on  Good  Friday  and  St.  Thomas’s-day, 
to  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  by  whom,  on  each  of  those  days,  the  sum  thus 
remitted  is  distributed,  together  with  a moiety  of  16  s.,  the  interest  of  Ward’s 
charity  hereinafter  mentioned,  amongst  widows  and  other  poor  persons  of  the 
parish. 

Ward’s  Charity. 

Edward  Ward,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  29th  January  17*54,  as  appears  by 
an  inscription  on  the  same  tablet,  left  20/.  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  the  interest 
thereof  to  be  paid  on  Good  Friday  and  St.  Thomas’s-day. 

The  annual  sum  of  l6s.,  as  the  interest  of  this  legacy  at  four-per-cent, 
had  been  paid  to  the  time  of  our  Inquiry  (August  1827)  in  equal  moieties  on 
the  above-mentioned  days,  by  Mr.  Humphrey  Cox,  as  trustee  for  the  daughter 
of  the  late  Rev.  Edward  Ward,  who  died  about  20  years  ago.  Miss  Ward  is 
lately  come  of  age,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  principal  sum  should  be  invested 
in  some  good  security. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BESTHORPE. 

. School. 

Carver's  Gift. — - George  Carver , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  21st  October  1709, 
gave  to  Robert  Stow,  and  his  heirs,  a close  called  Sandhill  Close,  containing 
by  estimation  15  acres,  and  a close  near  the  town  of  Besthorpe  called  the 
Car  Furlong  Close,  containing  by  estimation  17  acres,  be  and  his  heirs  paying 
yearly  to  the  minister,  churchwarden  and  overseer  of  Besthorpe  for  the  time 
being,  51.  for  ever,  towards  a school  to  be  kept  there,  or  in  any  other  neigh- 
bouring town,  as  they  should  think  most  convenient,  for  the  educating  of  the 
poor  children  of  the  town  of  Besthorpe  ; and,  for  the  proper  payment  thereof, 
lie  directed  that  the  said  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers  for  the  time 
being  should  enter  upon  and  enjoy  the  said  two  closes,  except  that  part  of  the 
Car  Furlong  which  was  against  Whitecross-gate,  until  the  said  51.  should  be 
paid  and  satisfied. 

The  above-mentioned  annual  sum  of  5/.  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  William  Forster, 
who  is  the  owner  of  six  closes  near  the  town  of  Besthorpe,  three  of  which  are 
called  the  Sandhills,  and  the  other  three  the  Church  Moors,  the  whole  con- 
taining together  about  32  acres,  to  a schoolmaster  of  this  township,  appointed 
by  the  minister,  churchwarden  and  overseer. 

Wilson's  Gift. — William  Wilson,  of  Besthorpe,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date 
14th  January  1802,  (as  appears  from  an  extract  thereof  produced  to  us,) 
directed  that  100/.  should  be  paid  out  of  certain  trust-monies  by  William 
Brown  and  Thomas  Bartholomew,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  into  the  hands  of 
the  vicar,  churchwarden  and  overseer  of  the  poor  of  Besthorpe  for  the  time 
being,  whose  receipt  should  be  a sufficient  discharge  for  the  same,  to  be  by 
them  for  ever  afterwards  placed  out  at  interest  on  Government  or  real  security, 

3 II  4 and 
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and  the  interest  thereof  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Bisthorpe  for  the  time 
being,  in  augmentation  of  his  salary,  for  the  instructing  the  children  of  the  said 
town  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 

This  legacy  of  100/.  was,  as  we  are  informed,  payable  on  the  death  of  the 
donor’s  widow,  which  did  not  take  place  until  about  three  years  ago,  when, 
after  a deduction  of  8/.  for  legacy-duty,  and  a payment  of  13s.  to  a solicitor  for 
his  trouble  in  investing  the  money,  and  taking  a receipt  for  the  legacy,  the 
residue,  being  91  /.  Is.,  was  placed  in  the  Newark  savings-bank  in  the  names 
of  the  minister,  churchwarden  and  overseer  of  this  township.  The  annual 
interest  of  this  sum,  amounting  to  31.  12s.,  is  paid  to  the  above-mentioned 
schoolmaster,  who  resides  in  a house  in  the  village  of  Besthorpe  adjoining  to 
a school,  which  appears  to  have  been  erected  in  1784.  There  is  also  a garden 
in  the  master’s  occupation,  containing  about  half  a rood.  These  buildings  are 
in  good  condition.  Some  repairs  were  done  at  the  expense  of  the  township 
on  the  appointment  of  the  present  schoolmaster  about  17  years  ago,  but  the 
subsequent  repairs  have  been  done  by  him. 

The  master  instructs  freely,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  eight 
children  (boys  or  girls)  of  poor  persons  of  the  township,  appointed  by  the 
inhabitants  assembled  in  vestry,  and  has  other  scholars,  for  whose  instruction 
he  is  paid  by  their  parents.  No  increase  of  the  number  of  free  children  has 
taken  place  since  Mr.  Wilson’s  legacy  was  received. 


PARISH  OF  THORNEY. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  WIGSLEY. 

Union’s  Charity. 

Thorney.  Thomas  Union , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  15th  May  1719,  gave  all  his  lands 

• — - at  Wigsley,  in  Nottinghamshire,  to  his  wife,  for  life,  and  after  her  decease,  he 

Unions  Charity.  g-ave  to  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Wigsley,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, a yearly  rentcharge  of  20s.,  to  be  issuing  thereout,  payable  on  St. 
Thomas’s-day  and  Easter-day,  by  equal  portions,  in  trust,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor  of  the  town  of  Wigsley,  in  money,  bread  or  otherwise,  at  their  discretion. 

The  annual  sum  of  20  s.  is  now  paid  to  the  overseers  of  Wigsley  by  William 
Houlton,  the  tenant  under  Mr.  William  Colton  of  a farm  in  Wigsley,  and  is  dis- 
tributed by  the  minister  of  Thorney,  or  the  overseer  of  Wigsley,  amongst  poor 
widows,  or  others  of  this  township. 

In  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  it  is  stated  that  Bridget  Nevile,  by 
her  Will  in  1715,  gave  20/.  to  the  poor  of  Thorney,  vested  at  the  time  of 
making  those  Returns  in  George  Nevile,  and  producing  1/.  per  annum. 

Mrs.  Wright,  and  Christopher  Nevile,  esq.,  the  executrix  and  executor  of 
their  late  father,  George  Nevile,  esq.,  of  Thorney  Hall,  having  been  applied  to 
for  information  respecting  this  legacy,  the  former  states  that  she  never  heard  of 
the  charity,  but  that  in  every  winter  half-crowns  were  distributed  by  her  father 
amongst  the  poor  of  Thorney,  without  limitation  as  to  number,  more  or  less 
according  to  their  necessities,  and  the  latter  states  that  he  never  heard  of 
20/.  being  vested  in  the  name  of  any  George  Nevile,  much  less  his  father, 
who,  had  it  been  in  his  hands,  would  probably  have  noticed  it  to  some  of  his 
family. 


HUNDRED  OF  THURGARTON. 


Marnham. 

Nicholson’s 

Charity. 


PARISH  OF  MARNHAM. 

Nicholson’s  Charity. 

Henry  Nicholson,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  14th  March  l677>  proved  at 
York,  1678,  gave  to  the  poor  of  North  and  South  Marnham,  and  Skegby,  all  the 
rents  and  profits  of  his  freehold  land,  meadow  and  pasture  closes,  and  two  copy- 
hold  lands  in  Sheppeare-hole,  in  the  parishes  of  Normanton  and  Marnham,  for 
ever  ; and  he  also  gave  to  the  same  poor  the  rents  and  profits  of  his  land,  mea- 
dow and  pasture  in  Littleborough  and  Sturton,  for  ever,  to  be  distributed  as 
follows ; viz.  to  certain  persons  of  Marnham,  named  in  the  will,  annuities  of 

205. 
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205.  and  105.  for  their  lives,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  all  the 
said  lands  thereby  given  to  the  poor  of  North  and  South  Marnham,  and  Skegby, 
to  be  distributed  to  the  most  aged  and  impotent  persons  therein,  half-yearly,  at 
Christmas  and  Midsummer,  to  so  many  as  it  would  extend  to  give  105.  a-piece, 
and  to  be  bestowed  on  the  poor  people  in  clothes,  fuel,  or  meat,  as  was  most 
necessary  for  them  ; and  he  directed  that  a copy  of  that  part  of  his  will  on 
parchment  should  be  kept  with  the  register-book  of  Marnham,  and  be  publicly 
read  yearly  by  the  minister  in  the  parish  church  of  Marnham  on  Easter-day,  after 
service,  and  he  gave  to  the  said  minister  3 s.  4 d.  yearly  for  his  pains  in  reading 
of  it,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  profits  of  the  said  lands  ; and  he  directed  that  each 
half  year  the  persons  should  be  changed  to  whom  the  money  was  to  be  distri- 
buted, and  that  it  should  not  be  given  to  any  one  person  two  half  years  together  ; 
and  to  the  end  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  lands  in  Normanton,  Marn- 
ham, Littleborough,  and  Sturton,  might  be  disposed  of  according  to  his  will,  he 
gave  the  said  lands,  in  trust,  for  the  poor  aforesaid,  to  Richard  Fletcher,  vicar, 
John  Dean,  Richard  Harrison  the  elder,  Richard  Harrison  the  younger,  John 
Lilly,  Robert  Laming,  Robert  Marshall,  George  Hall,  Thomas  Pond  and 
Richard  Lilly,  all  of  Marnham  ; and  directed  that  when  eight  of  them  should 
be  dead,  the  two  survivors  should  by  writing  under  their  hands  and  seals  elect 
eight  other  honest  men,  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Marnham  and  Skegby,  in 
the  room  of  those  that  should  be  so  dead,  and  that  the  estate  and  interest  in  the 
said  lands  should  be  in  those  eight  elected,  with  the  two  survivors,  for  the  use 
of  the  poor  aforesaid. 

Trustees  of  this  charity  have  been  elected  from  time  to  time  by  the  vicar  and 
parishioners,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  conveyance  has  ever  been  executed 
for  vesting  the  property  in  the  trustees  thus  appointed.  The  last  election  took 
place  in  1805,  when  all  the  old  trustees  being  dead,  10  persons,  resident  either  in 
Marnham  or  Skegby,  were  chosen,  of  whom  Thomas  Marshall,  John  Marshall, 
John  Boulton,  and  Joseph  Wilkinson,  are  now  the  survivors.  The  vicar  for 
the  time  being  is  always  considered  a trustee. 

The  following  is  a Rental  of  the  Property  now  belonging  to  this  Charity. 


WHERE  SITUATE. 


Parish  of  Normanton 
D°  - - - 

D»  - - - 

Township  of  Grass'! 
thorpe,  in  the  ( 
parish  of  Marn- 1 
ham  - - - j 


D° 


Parish  of  East  Mark- 
ham - 


:} 


TENANT. 

Samuel  Curtis 
Mary  Forrest 
John  Bee 

William  Roe 


William  Ward  - 


George  Raynor 


-{ 


PREMISES. 


Two  closes 

A close  in  Normanton"! 
meadow  -J 

A copyhold  close 

fA  close  in  Grassthorpe 


QUANTITY. 


A. 

1 


-} 


sand-field 
with  a cowgate  in  Grass- 
thorpe Holme. 

A.  close  in  Grassthorpe") 
Sand-field  - -J 
and  a close  called ) 
Grass  Bottom  Ends  -/ 
with  a cowgate  in  Grass- 
s thorpe  Holme. 

A house  and  homestead, ~| 
a close  called  Harewell  I 
Close,  and  an  allotment  f 
L in  East  Markham  Field  J 


R.  P. 

1 10 

0 18 

1 33 
3 33 


37 

3 


4 1 30 


RENT. 


£.  s.  d. 

2 16  - 

3 4- 
l 3 8 

C 17  10 


'12  8 6 


14  - - 
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There  are  no  lands  now  belonging  to  the  charity  in  Littleborough  or  Sturton. 
It  is  understood  that  those  lands  were  exchanged  for  the  lands  in  East  Mark- 
ham, but  it  is  not  known  at  what  time  the  exchange  took  place  ; and  we  have 
not  been  able  to  find  any  document  relating  to  it. 

All  the  occupiers  of  the  premises  mentioned  in  the  rental  are  yearly  tenants. 
The  house  in  the  parish  of  East  Markham  is  an  old  building,  but  in  a tolerable 
state  of  repair. 

The  trust-property  was  let  on  the  valuation  of  a surveyor  at  the  present  rents 
Rep.  19.  3 1 in 
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in  1812,  but  of  late  it  has  been  thought  reasonable  to  make  allowances  there- 
out of  five-per-cent  to  most  of  the  tenants. 

An  annual  sum  of  10/.  is  now  allowed  out  of  the  rents  to  the  master  of  a 
school  at  Marnham,  lately  built  at  the  expense  of  Lord  Brownlow,  on  his  Lord- 
ship’s land,  for  instructing  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  ten  poor  children 
of  the  parish  of  Marnham,  including  the  hamlet  of  Skegby,  who  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  trustees  of  this  charity. 

With  the  residue  of  the  rents,  after  paying  to  the  vicar  3s.  4 d.  for  reading 
an  extract  of  the  donor’s  will  in  the  church  on  Easter-day,  distributions  are 
made  to  the  poor  of  Marnham  and  Skegby  as  follows. 

Coals  to  the  amount  of  about  15  tons  in  the  year,  and  fagots  are  distributed 
partly  in  the  spring  and  partly  in  the  autumn.  In  1824  the  sum  expended  in 
coals  and  fagots  amounted  to  10/.  13s.,  in  1825  to  10/.  18s.  6d.,  and  in  1826  to 
14/.  6s.  6d. 

A distribution  of  money,  and  sometimes  of  clothing,  is  also  made  amongst 
poor  widows  and  others  by  the  trustees,  at  an  annual  meeting  holden  in  January, 
varying  in  amount  according  to  the  amount  of  the  balance  in  hand.  In 
January  1822,  there  was  thus  given  in  sums  of  1/.  and  2/.  each  13/.,  and  in 
clothing  10/ ; in  1823,  in  similar  sums,  14/. ; in  1824,  18/.  ; in  1825,  12/.  j and 
in  1826,  11/. 

A poor  man  who  has  maintained  himself  without  parochial  assistance  has 
lately  been  allowed  2/.  per  annum  by  the  trustees,  for  the  payment  of  his  rent. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  one  of  the  trustees  who  receives  the  rents  produces 
his  accounts,  which  are  then  audited  and  signed  by  the  trustees  present. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  GRASSTHORPE. 

Nicholson’s  Charity. 

Grassthorpe.  The  particulars  of  a charity  derived  from  the  Will  of  the  above-mentioned 

Nicholson’s  Henry  Nicholson,  in  respect  of  which  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Grassthorpe 

Charity.  receive  one  third  part  of  the  rents  of  a field  in  this  township,  containing 

3 a.  2r  Ip.,  will  be  found  in  our  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Nor- 
manton-on-Trent. 

The  clear  amount  of  this  third  part  (which  for  the  year  1827  was  4/.  5s.  0 \d.) 
is  received  annually  by  the  overseer  of  this  township,  and  is  carried  to  his 
general  account ; but  it  is  stated  that  distributions  of  coals  are  made  by  him 
amongst  the  poor  of  the  township  to  a greater  amount  than  the  portion  of  the 
rent  thus  received.  It  would  however  be  more  regular  if  a separate  account 
was  kept  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  the  charity. 


PARISH  OF  NORMANTON-ON-TRENT. 

School. 

Normanton-on-  Mrs.  Hall’s  Gift. — By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date 
Trent.  20th  and  21st  December  1781,  enrolled  in  Chancery,  and  made  between 

School  Elizabeth  Hall,  widow,  of  the  one  part,  and  Walter  Meller  of  Tuxford,  Joseph 

Farmery,  Thomas  Wilmot,  Benjamin  Wilmot,  John  Gilby  of  Normanton,  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Clarke,  vicar  of  Normanton,  and  George  Clarke,  of  Skegby,  of 
the  other  part ; reciting,  that  the  Rev.  Richard  Jackson,  uncle  of  the  said 
Elizabeth  Hall,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  23d  April  I76O,  bequeathed  to  the 
town  of  Walesby  the  sum  of  40  s.,  to  be  paid  yearly  out  of  his  estate  pur- 
chased at  Great  Markham,  for  teaching  the  poor  children  of  the  said  town  of 
Walesby  to  read  and  write,  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  discretion  of  the  vicar  of 
the  said  town  for  the  time  being,  and  thereby  charged  the  said  estate  at  Great 
Markham  with  the  payment  of  the  same ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  devise 
was  void  by  the  Mortmain  Act,  but  that  nevertheless  the  said  Elizabeth  Hall 
was  desirous  to  settle  part  of  the  lands  and  tenements  thereinafter  mentioned, 
for  the  purpose  of  teaching  the  poor  children  of  the  said  town,  pursuant  to  the 
will  of  her  said  uncle  ; and  reciting,  that  Henry  Jackson,  of  Normanton,  father 
of  the  said  Elizabeth  Hall,  in  his  life-time  built  a house  at  Normanton,  and 
placed  a schoolmaster  therein,  and  allowed  4/.  a year  for  the  teaching  the  poor 
children  of  the  said  town  of  Normanton  to  read  and  write  but  made  no  pro- 
vision. 
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vision  for  the  future  payment  of  the  said  annual  sum  of  4/. ; and  that  the  said 
Elizabeth  Hall  was  desirous  to  carry  the  good  intention  of  her  said  father  into 
execution  in  the  best  manner  she  could,  and  to  fulfil  the  charitable  intention  of 
her  said  uncle ; and  that  she  had  then  lately  purchased  of  William  Atkin  the 
lands  thereinafter  mentioned,  and  had  agreed  to  convey  the  same  to  the  said 
Walter  Meller  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  for  the  purposes  thereinafter 
mentioned,  the  said  Elizabeth  Hall  granted  to  the  said  Walter  Meller  and 
others,  and  their  heirs,  the  west  end  or  part,  containing  by  estimation  4 1 acres, 
of  a close  of  meadow  or  pasture  in  Normanton,  called  the  New  Close,  as  the 
same  was  divided  from  the  east  end  thereof  by  a quick-fence,  to  be  repaired 
at  the  equal  costs  of  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  the  east  and  west  ends  of 
the  said  close,  then  in  the  occupation  of  the  said  William  Atkin,  at  the  clear 
yearly  rent  of  4/. ; and  two  acres  by  estimation  of  meadow  in  Normanton,  one 
being  in  a furlong  called  Crookdale,  and  the  other  in  a furlong  called  Home 
Furlong,  and  then  in  the  occupation  of  the  said  William  Atkin,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  40  5.,  on  trust,  to  receive  the  rents  of  the  said  premises,  and  after  reim- 
bursing themselves  their  expenses,  to  apply  the  residue  of  the  profits  thereof  as 
follows ; viz.  to  pay  the  clear  yearly  profits  arising  from  the  said  two  acres  of 
meadow  to  the  vicar  of  Walesby  for  the  time  being,  to  be  disposed  of  at  his 
discretion,  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  the  poor  children  of  the  said  town  of 
Walesby  to  read  and  write,  and  to  pay  the  clear  yearly  profits  arising  from  the 
said  west  end  of  the  close  called  the  New  Close,  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Normanton 
for  the  time  being,  who  should  be  resident  in  the  school-house  at  Normanton 
built  by  the  said  Henry  Jackson,  towards  his  salary,  for  instructing  such  of  the 
poor  children  of  the  said  town  of  Normanton,  whether  boys  or  girls,  to  read 
and  write,  and  cast  accounts,  as  should  be  placed  therein  by  the  said  Elizabeth 
Hall  during  her  life,  and  after  her  decease  by  the  said  trustees,  so  as  that  the  same 
should  not  exceed  the  number  of  ten  children  at  any  one  time.  And  it  was 
declared,  that  the  said  Elizabeth  Hall  should  during  her  life  have  the  sole 
management  of  the  said  school,  and  afterwards  the  trustees  thereof ; and  that 
the  poor  children  of  Normanton,  and  the  schoolmaster,  should  from  time  to 
time  be  placed  in  the  school  by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them  ; and  that  the 
said  schoolmaster  should  not  receive  any  money  or  present  of  the  said  poor 
childrens  parents  or  relations  on  any  account  whatsoever ; and  that  he  should 
be  at  liberty  to  take  any  other  scholars  into  the  said  school,  and  to  take  such 
rewards  for  teaching  them  as  he  should  think  fit ; provided,  that  when  any  four 
of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors  should  convey  the  said  premises  to  two 
persons,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  the  survivors,  and  of  the  like  number  of 
new  trustees  as  should  so  happen  to  die ; such  new  trustees  to  be  nominated  by 
the  survivors  upon  the  trusts  therein  mentioned,  and  so  at  all  times  when  the 
trustees  should  be  reduced  to  three. 

By  Indentures,  bearing  date  26th  and  27th  October  1804,  between  the  said 
Walter  Meller  and  John  Gilby,  surviving  trustees  under  the  indentures  of  20th 
and  21st  October  1781,  of  the  first  part,  the  said  Elizabeth  Hall,  of  the  second 
part,  Philip  Palmer,  Job  Charlton  Brough,  the  Rev.  William  Doncaster,  Philip 
Gilby,  and  Thomas  Wilkinson,  of  the  third  part,  and  Francis  John  Brough, 
and  Samuel  Allen,  of  th  efourth  part ; the  said  Walter  Meller  and  John  Gilby, 
with  the  consent  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Hall,  appointed  the  said  parties  of  the 
third  part  to  be  trustees  in  the  room  of  the  deceased  trustees,  and  conveyed  to 
the  said  Francis  John  Brough  and  Samuel  Allen  and  their  heirs  a parcel  of 
land  in  the  Mill  Field  of  Normanton,  No.  50,  containing  4a.  Or.  37p.,  bound- 
ed as  therein  described,  which  had  been  allotted  by  the  commissioners  under 
an  Act  passed  in  40  Geo.  3,  for  inclosing  the  open  fields,  meadows,  common 
and  waste  grounds  of  Normanton,  to  the  trustees  of  Normanton  school,  in  lieu 
of  certain  freehold  lands  and  right  of  common  late  belonging  to  them  in  the 
said  open  fields,  and  in  lieu  of  the  said  west  end  of  the  close  called  the  New 
Close,  given  in  exchange  to  William  Atkin,  to  hold  to  the  said  Francis  John 
Brough  and  Samuel  Allen,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Walter  Meller, 
John  Gilby,  Philip  Palmer,  Job  Charlton  Brough,  William  Doncaster,  Philip 
Gilby,  and  Thomas  Wilkinson,  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  trusts  in  the  above- 
recited  indenture  of  release  declared. 

Of  these  trustees  Mr.  Philip  Palmer,  the  Rev.  William  Doncaster,  and 
Mr.  Philip  Gilby,  are  now  the  survivors. 

A statement  of  the  particulars  of  the  property  derived  from  Mrs.  Hall’s  gift 
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Normanton-on-  by  the  above-mentioned  deed  of  1781,  for  teaching  poor  children  of  Walesby, 
Trent.  in  execution  of  the  intention  of  her  uncle,  the  Rev.  Richard  Jackson,  and  of 

School  the  aPplicaR°n  the  income  thereof,  has  been  given  in  a preceding  part  of  this 

continued.  Report. 

^ ' The  school-house  mentioned  in  the  foundation-deed  of  I78I  is  stated  to  have 

been  built  by  Henry  Jackson  on  a plot  of  waste  ground,  and  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  either  the  house,  or  the  site  thereof,  have  ever  been  conveyed  to  the 
trustees. 

The  allotment  conveyed  by  the  trust-deed  of  1804  is  now  called  the  School 
Close.  It  is  arable-land,  and  with  the  exception  of  about  20  perches  taken 
from  it,  and  used  by  the  schoolmaster  as  a garden,  is  in  the  occupation  of 
George  Mills,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  9/.  9s.  per  annum,  to  which 
amount  it  was  reduced  from  10/.  10s.  about  five  years  ago.  This  rent  is  paid 
half-yearly  to  the  Rev.  William  Doncaster,  and  by  him  paid  over  to  the  school- 
master, who  resides  in  the  above-mentioned  school-house,  and  occupies  the 
above-mentioned  garden  taken  out  of  the  allotment,  and  another  garden  con- 
taining about  10  perches  adjoining  to  the  back  of  the  school-house.  The  house 
is  in  fair  condition.  There  is  no  fund  for  the  reparation  of  it,  and  the  school- 
master for  the  time  being  has  done  such  small  repairs  as  have  been  necessary. 

The  small  garden  adjoining  to  the  back  of  the  school-house  appears  to  have 
been  previously  to  the  Normanton  inclosure  part  of  an  orchard,  and  to  have 
been  by  the  award  of  the  commissioners  of  that  inclosure,  (dated  in  1808)  al- 
lotted to  the  trustees  in  exchange  for  a parcel  of  copyhold  land  containing 
1r.  4p.  in  the  west  meadow  of  Grassthorpe,  which  had  been  by  the  Grass- 
thorpe  inclosure  award  (dated  in  1801),  allotted  to  Mrs.  Hall  as  trustee  for 
Normanton  School.  It  does  not  clearly  appear  by  what  means  the  school  be- 
came entitled  to  this  allotment  in  Grassthorpe  meadow,  but  the  Rev.  William 
Doncaster,  who  is  the  present  vicar  of  Normanton,  conjectures  that  the  land  in 
respect  of  which  it  was  awarded  was  derived  from  the  gift  of  Peter  Moreau, 
hereinafter  mentioned. 

The  schoolmaster  was  appointed  by  the  trustees  about  four  years  ago,  and 
instructs  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  10  poor  boys  and  girls  of  the  pa- 
rish of  Normanton,  nominated  by  the  trustees.  He  instructs  other  children,  for 
whose  tuition  he  is  paid  by  their  parents. 

Moreau’s  Gift. — An  inscription  on  the  tomb  of  Peter  Moreau  in  the  church 
of  Normanton  who  died  20th  February  1726,  in  the  93d  year  of  his  age,  states 
that  he  left  20/.  copyhold  land  in  Grassthorpe,  the  use  of  which  was  to  instruct 
poor  children  of  this  parish  to  read,  and  to  have  every  one  a Bible. 

The  will  of  this  donor,  which  bears  date  28th  January  1725,  and  was  proved 
at  York,  contains  no  such  donation  as  is  above  mentioned,  and  we  have  seen  no 
other  document  relating  to  it,  but  it  is  conjectured  that  the  land  in  Grass- 
thorpe, in  respect  of  which  an  allotment  of  1 it.  4p.  was  made  by  the  Grass- 
thorpe award  to  Mrs.  Hall,  as  trustee  for  the  school,  and  exchanged  by  the 
Normanton  award,  as  above  stated,  and  also  two  thirds  of  a beastgate  in 
Grassthorpe,  according  to  the  old  stint,  previous  to  the  inclosure,  in  respect  of 
which  there  was  by  the  commissioners  award  allotted  to  Mrs.  Hall,  as  trustee 
for  Normanton  school,  one  sheepgate,  and  one  third  of  a sheepgate,  in  Grass- 
thorpe Holme  pasture,  according  to  the  new  stint  thereby  fixed,  were  derived 
from  this  gift. 

The  sheepgate  and  third  part  of  a sheepgate  are  now  let  to  Elizabeth  Town- 
row,  as  yearly  tenant,  and  the  rent,  which,  after  deducting  poors  rates,  amounts 
to  about  20  s.  per  annum,  is  paid  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Doncaster,  and  applied  by 
him  in  providing  books  for  the  school. 

Mr.  Doncaster  informs  us  that  the  rent  was  received  by  Mrs.  Hall  till  the 
time  of  her  death  in  1817,  but  it  is  not  known  in  what  manner  it  was  applied; 
that  from  1817  to  1821  it  was  received  by  Mr.  Philip  Palmer,  of  East  Bridge- 
ford,  who  was  the  residuary  legatee  of  Mrs.  Hall,  but  not  applied  by  him 
either  in  the  education  of  children,  or  in  books  for  the  poor  of  this  parish  ; that 
after  frequent  applications  made  to  Mr.  Palmer  he  in  1821  gave  up  this  property 
to  Mr.  Doncaster  for  the  charitable  purpose  above  mentioned,  but  did  not 
account  for  the  rents  during  the  time  that  he  had  received  them,  which  we 
apprehend  he  ought  to  have  done,  and  still  ought  to  do. 
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Nicholson’s  Charity. 

Henry  Nicholson , by  his  Will,  bearing  date  14  March  1677>  gave  to  Edward 
Phinney  and  his  heirs,  his  7a.  1 r.  of  meadow  in  the  West  Meadow  of  Grass- 
thorpe,  and  three  roods  of  meadow  in  the  East  Meadow  of  Grassthorpe,  on 
condition  that  he  should  grant  a rentcharge  to  be  issuing  out  of  lands  in  Grass- 
thorpe, Normanton,  and  Sutton,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  20/.,  of  which 
the  said  meadow  above  given  to  him  should  be  part,  being  valued  at  6/.  per 
annum,  and  other  lands  of  the  said  Edward  Phinney,  to  be  at  a moderate 
value  worth  14  /.  per  annum,  out  of  which  said  20/.  per  annum  a rentcharge 
of  6/.  per  annum  was  to  be  payable  to  the  poor  of  Grassthorpe  and  Normanton, 
and  if  the  said  rentcharge  should  be  unpaid  for  10  days  he  directed  that  the 
trustees  by  him  thereinafter  named  might  enter  and  distrain  any  manner  of 
goods  and  chattels  until  the  said  rent  and  arrears  of  6/.  should  be  paid,  and 
that  the  said  Edward  Phinney  should  release  the  lands  which  were  the  testa- 
tor’s in  Grassthorpe  from  the  payment  of  a yearly  chief-rent  of  12-s.  9d. 
payable  to  him,  and  also  should  release  every  person  claiming  under  him  from 
the  payment  of  a chief-rent  of  12  d.  out  of  the  above-mentioned  three  roods  of 
meadow ; and  if  the  said  payment  of  6/.  should  be  unpaid  for  20  days  after 
the  same  was  payable,  he  directed  that  the  said  Edward  Phinney  and  his  heirs 
should  pay  for  every  such  default  20s. ; and  that  the  trustees  thereinafter  named 
might  enter  into  and  enjoy  the  said  7a.  1r.  of  meadow,  and  the  said  three 
roods  of  meadow,  and  the  said  lapds  of  14/.  per  annum,  until  the  arrears  should 
be  fully  satisfied  ; and  he  directed  that  the  said  Edward  Phinney  should  grant 
an  estate  of  all  the  said  lands,  amounting  to  20  /.  per  annum,  to  the  church- 
warden and  overseer  of  the  towns  of  Normanton  and  Grassthorpe  for  the  time 
being,  for  ever,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Grassthorpe  and  Normanton ; and 
that  the  said  61.  per  annum  should  be  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  for  the  poor  of  Grassthorpe  and  Normanton,  for  ever,  10  s.  to  each 
person,  so  far  as  it  would  extend ; and  that  no  one  person  should  have  it  two 
half  years  together ; and  that  a copy  of  that  part  of  his  will  on  parchment 
should  be  kept  with  the  register  of  Normanton,  and  read  publicly  in  the 
church  every  Easter-day,  after  service,  by  the  minister  of  Normanton  and  Grass- 
thorpe, for  which  he  gave  him  3s.  4 d.  a year,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  said  61. 
per  annum  ; and  if  the  said  Edward  Phinney  should  refuse  to  make  an  estate 
for  the  sure  payment  of  the  said  6 /.  per  annum,  for  ever,  to  the  poor,  and  the 
deductions  of  the  chief-rents  aforesaid,  the  testator  directed  that  he  should 
have  no  interest  by  that  will  in  any  of  the  before-mentioned  meadows  or 
pastures;  and  in  such  case  he  gave  the  said  7 a.  1r.  in  the  West  Meadow, 
and  the  said  three  roods  in  the  East  Meadow,  to  the  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers of  Normanton  and  Grassthorpe  for  the  time  being,  to  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  Grassthorpe  and  Normanton,  to  be  disposed  as  before  expressed,  for 
ever,  provided  that  the  poor  should  pay  out  of  the  said  7 a.  1 R.  the  chief-rent 
of  12 s.  9d.,  and  out  of  the  three  roods  of  meadow  the  chief-rent  of  12  d.  to 
the  lord  of  the  manor. 

It  is  probable  that  the  above  gift  to  Edward  Phinney  was  not  accepted  by 
him  on  the  conditions  specified  in  the  donor’s  will,  and  that  the  lands  therefore 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Normanton  and 
Grassthorpe. 

The  property  derived  from  this  charity  consists  of  a field  of  pasture  in 
Grassthorpe,  containing  3a.  2r.  Ip.,  being  an  allotment  made  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Grassthorpe  Inclosure,  whose  award  bears  date  in  1801,  in  lieu 
of  the  eight  acres  in  the  meadows  of  that  parish  mentioned  in  the  donor’s  will. 
The  quantity  of  the  allotment  thus  received  appears  small  in  proportion  to  that 
of  the  land  previously  belonging  to  the  charity  ; but  we  are  informed  that  the 
estimated  acres  in  the  meadows  of  Grassthorpe  contained  rather  less  than  three 
roods  each,  statute-measure  ; that  the  property  of  the  charity,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  other  proprietors,  suffered  a diminution  in  consequence  of  an  allotment 
being  made  in  lieu  of  tithes,  from  which  the  lands  were  exonerated  under  the 
inclosure ; and  that  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  allotment  made  to 
the  charity  was  otherwise  than  fair,  in  respect  either  of  the  quantity  or  the  qua- 
lity of  the  land. 

The  field  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  George  Fogg,  having  been  let  to  him 
on  Easter  Monday  1827  for  one  year,  at  a very  good  rent  of  13/.  85.  6d.,  the 
Rep.  19.  3 13  lessors 
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lessors  paying  the  poors  rates,  and  bearing  the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  fences, 
drains,  &c.,  and  the  tenant  being  at  liberty  to  carry  off  the  produce  from  the  land. 
It  is  let  by  auction  on  the  same  conditions  on  Easter  Monday  in  each  year,  at 
a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Norm  an  toil  and  Grassthorpe,  at  Normanton 
school.  On  the  same  day  the  rent  for  the  ensuing  year  is  paid  by  the  person 
who  takes  the  land,  and  two  thirds  of  it  are  received  by  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  Normanton,  and  the  remaining  third  part  by  the  overseer  of  Grassthorpe. 
This  apportionment  was  not  directed  by  the  donor’s  will,  but  was  probably 
adopted  with  reference  to  the  numbers  of  poor  persons  in  these  places  respec- 
tively. 

At  Easter  1825  and  Easter  1826  the  rent  obtained  at  the  auction  was  11/. 

Of  the  rent  of  13/.  8 s.  6d.  received  at  Easter  1827  for  the  ensuing  year  there 
were  paid  the  sums  of  3s.  4 d.  to  the  vicar  of  Normanton  for  reading  the  donor’s 
will  in  the  church  on  Easter  Sunday,  and  10s.  (as  has  been  customary)  for 
refreshments  at  the  time  of  the  auction.  Of  the  residue,  amounting  to 
12/.  15s.  2 d.,  one  third  part,  being  4/.  5s.  0 \d.,  was  received  by  the  overseer 
of  Grassthorpe,  the  application  of  which  has  been  stated  in  a preceding  part  of 
this  Report,  and  the  other  two  thirds,  being  8/.  10s.  1 {d.,  were  received  by  the 
overseer  of  Normanton,  and  were,  together  with  10/.,  the  amount  of  the  rent  of 
the  poors  lands  hereinafter  mentioned,  carried  to  his  general  account. 

No  separate  account  appears  to  have  been  ever  kept  of  the  rents  of  the 
charity-lands  of  this  parish,  but  distributions  pf  coals  have  been  annually  made 
to  the  poor  of  Normanton  (the  quantity  of  late  years  varying  from  about  IS  to 
16  tons)  which  have  been  paid  for  by  the  overseer  for  the  time  being,  and  have 
been  considered  as  being  given  in  respect  of  the  rents  thus  received. 

The  total  sums  carried  to  the  account  of  the  overseers  of  Normanton  on 
account  of  the  rents  of  the  land  of  Nicholson’s  charity,  and  the  other  poors 
lands,  and  disbursed  by  them  in  the  distribution  of  coals,  in  repairing  the  fences, 
in  parish-rates  for  the  land  in  Grassthorpe,  &c.  for  the  years  ending  at  Easter 
1826  and  1827,  appear  from  the  accounts  to  have  been  as  follows  : 

Received.  Disbursed. 

For  the  year  ending  at  Easter  1826  - - £.18  4 5f  - - £.1714  9 

1827  - - 15  12  - - - 14  18  111 

It  is  stated  that  in  some  former  years  the  disbursements  have  exceeded  the 
receipts  ; but  it  is  very  desirable  than  an  account  should  be  kept  of  the  rents  of 
the  charity-lands  distinct  from  the  overseer’s  general  account,  and  that  if  any 
balance  remains,  it  should  be  carried  forward  to  the  account  of  the  charity  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Poors  Lands. 

There  is  a meadow  in  Normanton,  containing  1 r.  38 r.,  called  the  Poor  Close 
Meadow,  which  on  the  Normanton  inclosure  was  allotted  to  the  trustees  of 
Normanton  poor  in  lieu  of  a parcel  of  meadow  previously  belonging  to  the  poor 
of  this  parish.  It  is  let  by  auction  annually  on  Easter  Monday  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  land  belonging  to  Nicholson’s  charity,  and  is  now  in  the  occu- 
pation of  Benjamin  Selby,  having  been  let  to  him  on  Easter  Monday  1827,  at  a 
good  rent  of  2/.  10s.  At  Easter  1825  this  meadow  was  let  for  2/.  5s.,  and  at 
Easter  1826  for  2/.  2 s. 

There  is  also  in  that  part  of  the  township  of  Grassthorpe  which  adjoins  to 
Normanton  a field  of  pasture  (old  inclosure)  containing  about  2 \ acres,  called 
Scratmoor,  belonging  to  the  poor  of  Normanton,  and  a sheep-gate,  and  a third 
of  a sheep-gate,  in  Grassthorpe  Holme  Pasture,  which  latter  were  allotted  by 
the  award  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Grassthorpe  inclosure  to  the  trustees  of 
Normanton  poor.  The  field  called  Scratmoor,  and  the  sheep-gate,  and  portion 
of  a sheep-gate,  are  annually  let  on  Easter  Monday  in  the  manner  above 
mentioned,  except  that  the  tenant  is  not  permitted  to  carry  off  the  produce  from 
the  land.  They  are  now  in  the  occupation  of  the  said  Benjamin  Selby,  having 
been  let  to  him  at  Easter,  1827  at  a good  rent  of  7 1-  105.  At  Easter  1825 
the  rent  obtained  for  them  was  9/.,  and  at  Easter  1826,  61.  10s. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  with  accuracy  from  whose  gifts  the 
several  lands  above  mentioned  were  derived,  but  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns 

of 
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of  1786  it  is  stated  that Harrison  gave  land  to  the  poor  of  this  parish 

producing  0,1.  per  annum  ; that  William  Addey,  by  his  Will,  in  1730,  gave  land 
producing  8 s.  ; and  that  Joseph  Farmery  gave  land  producing  4 s.  per  annum, 
to  the  same  poor.  And  we  are  informed  that  there  is  a tradition  in  the  parish 
that  Scratmoor,  and  the  sheep-gates  now  let  with  it,  were  given  by  a person  of 
the  name  of  Harrison. 

The  application  of  the  above-mentioned  rents  has  been  stated  in  the  above 
account  of  Nicholson’s  charity. 

Meller’s  Charity. 

By  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale,  bearing  date  23d  August  1786,  and 
enrolled  in  Chancery,  between  William  Roper,  of  the  first  part,  Walter  Meller 
and  Mary,  his  wife,  of  the  second  part,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Clarke,  John 
Gilby,  Thomas  Wilmot,  George  Skelton,  and  William  Atkin,  of  Normanton,  of 
the  third  part,  the  said  William  Roper,  in  consideration  of  46/.  10s.  paid 
by  the  said  Mary  Meller,  and  by  her  direction,  and  with  the  approbation  of 
the  said  Walter  Meller,  bargained  and  sold  to  the  said  Thomas  Clarke,  and 
the  other  parties  of  the  third  part,  and  their  heirs,  three  beast  or  horse-gates, 
in  the  Holmes  and  in  the  meadows  of  Normanton,  then  in  the  tenure  of  the  said 
William  Roper,  on  trust,  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  arising  therefrom  ; and 
after  reimbursing  themselves  their  expenses,  to  pay  the  residue  to  the  vicar, 
or  other  officiating  minister  in  the  absence  of  the  vicar,  and  to  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Normanton,  to  be  by  them 
disposed  of  to  the  use  of  such  one  or  more  poor  persons  residing  within  the 
parish  of  Normanton,  whether  legally  settled  there  or  not,  on  every  New  Year’s- 
day,  in  such  proportion  and  in  such  manner  as  the  vicar  or  officiating  minister, 
and  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  think 
proper,  with  a proviso,  that  when  three  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors 
should  convey  the  said  beast  or  horse-gates  to  two  new  trustees,  and  their  heirs, 
to  the  use  of  such  newT  trustees  and  the  survivors. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  25th  and  26th  August  1814, 
George  Skelton,  as  the  surviving  trustee  under  the  deed  of  1786,  conveyed  the 
above-mentioned  three  beast-gates  to  the  Rev.  William  Doncaster,  John  Porter, 
George  Clarke,  and  William  Kirkland,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  them  and  of 
the  said  Gorge  Skelton  on  the  above-mentioned  trusts. 

All  these  trustees  are  now  living,  except  George  Clarke. 

The  property  derived  from  this  donor  consists  of  three  beast-gates  (and  not 
horse-gates  as  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  1786,  a horse-gate  being  equal  to  a 
beast-gate  and  a half)  in  Normanton  Holmes,  which  is  a stinted  open  pasture 
abutting  on  the  river  Trent. 

They  are  now  let  to  John  Buttery,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  35  s.  for 
each,  making  in  the  whole  51.  5 s.  a year. 

The  quantity  of  land  belonging  to  each  beast-gate  is  estimated  to  be  rather 
less  than  half  an  acre,  statute-measure. 

On  New  Year’s-day  in  each  year,  the  vicar  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
this  parish,  meet  and  receive  the  rent,  and  a person  attends  the  meeting  with 
various  articles  of  clothing  for  sale,  of  which  such  are  purchased  and  given  to 
the  deserving  poor  as  they  are  most  in  need  of,  until  the  whole  rent  is  ex- 
pended. 


Mrs.  Gaches’s  Charity. 

There  are  two  houses  in  the  village  of  Normanton  adjoining  to  the  before- 
mentioned  school,  which  from  an  inscription  thereon  appear  to  have  been  built 
by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gaches  in  1781,  for  the  use  of  poor  widows  and  spinsters 
belonging  to  this  parish. 

We  are  informed  that  on  the  land  on  which  they  were  built  there  previously 
stood  some  old  houses  belonging  to  the  parish.  Mrs.  Gaches,  after  erecting 
the  houses,  placed  two  widows  in  them,  but  she  gave  no  funds  for  the  repairs 
of  the  buildings  ; and  they  are  now  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  parish,  and 
inhabited  by  paupers  placed  there  by  the  overseer. 
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M rs.  Hall’s  Charity. 

By  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale,  bearing  date  11th  November  1790,  and 
enrolled  in  Chancery  between  the  before-mentioned  Elizabeth  Hall , widow,  of 
the  one  part,  and  Walter  Meller,  John  Gilby,  George  Clarke,  Rev.  Thomas 
Clarke,  vicar  of  Normanton,  Thomas  Farmery,  Thomas  Wilmot,  and  George 
Skelton,  of  the  other  part.  The  said  Elizabeth  Hall  granted  to  the  said  parties 
of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  or  tenement  situate  in  the  parish 
of  Little  Hale,  Lincolnshire,  with  the  yard,  garden,  barn,  stable  and  outbuildings 
adjoining,  and  two  acres  of  pasture-ground  lying  near  to  the  said  messuage, 
and  a plot  of  inclosed  land,  containing  by  admeasurement  35a.  Or.  10p.,  in 
Little  Hale,  bounded  as  therein  mentioned,  then  let  at  the  yearly  rent  of  38/., 
on  trust,  that  they  and  the  several  trustees  who  might  be  appointed  in  manner 
thereinafter  expressed  should  from  time  to  time  maintain  the  said  messuage 
and  all  the  said  premises  in  good  repair,  for  which  purpose  it  should  be  lawful 
for  them  not  only  to  apply  the  fund  thereinafter  agreed  to  be  provided  for 
such  repairs,  but  also  all  such  further  sums  as  should  be  requisite  to  be 
so  applied ; and  on  further  trust,  that  they  should  pay  all  taxes  and  other 
outgoings  payable  in  respect  of  the  said  premises,  and  all  costs  attending 
the  trust,  and  should  permit  the  treasurer  of  the  trust-premises,  to  be  appointed 
in  maner  thereinafter  directed,  to  receive  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
premises  20s.  yearly  for  his  trouble  in  executing  the  said  office,  and  should 
yearly  set  apart  the  further  sum  of  20s.  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  to  provide 
for  the  repairs  of  the  said  premises,  and  should  during  the  life  of  the  said 
Elizabeth  Hall  distribute  the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits  between  such  four 
poor  women  as  the  said  Elizabeth  Hall  during  her  life  should  from  time  to 
time,  by  writing  under  her  hand,  appoint,  in  equal  shares,  by  quarterly  pay- 
ments, and  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Hall,  between  such  four 
poor  women  as  should  be  appointed  in  manner  thereinafter  directed;  and  it  was 
declared,  that  the  last  appointments  which  should  be  made  by  the  said  Elizabeth 
Hall  should  hold  good  for  the  respective  lives  of  the  several  women  in  whose 
favour  the  same  should  be  made,  if  they  should  continue  to  reside  in  the 
parish  of  Normanton,  and  that  when  any  one  of  the  said  poor  women  should 
die,  or  cease  to  reside  within  the  parish  of  Normanton,  and  when  any  poor  wo- 
man to  be  elected  in  manner  thereinafter  directed  should  die,  marry,  or  cease  to 
reside  within  that  parish,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  majority  of  the  trustees  pre- 
sent at  a meeting  to  be  called  for  that  purpose,  to  choose  another  poor  woman, 
being  a widow  of  good  character,  residing  within  the  said  parish,  to  fill  up  such 
vacancy  ; and  that  every  woman  so  chosen  should  have  her  name  registered  in 
a book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  should  continue  to  receive  one  fourth, 
of  the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits  whilst  she  should  remain  a widow,  and 
reside  at  Normanton  ; and  that  if  there  should  be  no  such  poor  widow  residing 
at  Normanton  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  majority  of  the  trustees  to  elect  any 
other  poor  aged  unmarried  woman  of  good  character  residing  in  the  same  parish  ^ 
and  if  there  should  be  no  such  unmarried  person  residing  at  Normanton,  it 
should  be  lawful  for  the  majority  of  the  said  trustees  to  elect  any  other  poor  aged 
person  of  good  character  residing  within  the  said  parish,  who  should  receive 
such  fourth  part  of  the  said  residue  so  long  as  he  or  she  should  continue  to 
reside  at  Normanton  ; and  it  was  declared  that  every  vacancy  should  be  filled 
up  at  the  time  when  the  next  succeeding  quarterly  payment  of  the  rents  and 
profits  should  become  due,  provided  there  should  be  time  between  such  vacancy 
and  the  succeeding  quarterly  payment  for  giving  the  notice  thereinafter  directed, 
and  that  every  person  thereafter  elected  should,  on  such  election,  receive  a 
fourth  part  of  all  arrears  of  such  residue  which  should  have  accrued  in  respect 
of  the  trust-premises  since  his  or  her  predecessor’s  decease;  and  that  the  trea- 
surer, when  any  vacancy  should  happen,  should  give  notice  thereof,  and  of  the 
election  at  the  parish-church  of  Normanton,  on  some  Sunday  after  Divine  Ser- 
vice, and  should  cause  a copy  of  such  notice  to  be  affixed  on  the  church-door, 
at  least  seven  days  before  such  election  should  be  held ; and  that  if  the  time 
between  such  vacancy  and  the  next  quarterly  payment  would  not  allow  of  such 
notice,  the  election  should  be  deferred  to  the  succeeding  quarterly  time  of  pay- 
ment ; and  that  lest  the  treasurer  should  fail  to  give  such  notice,  it  should  be 
lawful  for  the  minister  of  the  said  parish  to  give  and  affix  the  same.  And  it 
was  further  declared,  that  an  annual  meeting  of  the  trustees  should  be  held  at 
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should,  if  allowed  by  the  majority  of  the  trustees  present,  be  entered  in  a book  to  v ^ 

be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  the  trustees  present,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should 
subscribe  their  names  thereto,  such  signature  to  be  a discharge  to  the  treasurer, 
provided  he  should  make  good  the  balance  to  the  person  chosen  treasurer  for  the 
succeeding  year.  And  it  was  further  declared  that  the  treasurer  should  be  always 
one  of  the  trustees  to  be  nominated  by  the  said  Elizabeth  Hall  during  her  life,  and 
afterwards  to  be  elected  by  the  majority  of  the  trustees  present  at  the  said 
yearly  meeting,  such  treasurer  to  continue  in  office  for  one  year  ; but  that  after 
the  death  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Hall  no  person  should  be  capable  of  executing 
the  said  office  for  the  space  of  two  years  successively ; and  that  such  treasurer 
should  collect' the  rents,  and  order  the  repairs,  under  the  control  of  the  trustees, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  his  office  pay  over  the  balance  in  his  hands.  And  it 
was  further  declared,  that  the  said  annual  sum  of  20 s.  agreed  to  be  set  apart  for 
the  repairs  of  the  premises  should  be  an  accumulating  fund  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer,  and  that  as  often  as  it  should  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  said  Eliza- 
beth Hall  during  her  life,  or  by  the  majority  of  the  trustees  after  her  decease, 
the  same  should  be  expended  in  the  repairs  of  the  said  premises,  and  that  no 
vacancies  should  be  filled  up,  nor  any  receiver's  accounts  passed,  or  other  act 
done  which  was  required  to  be  done  at  a public  meeting  of  the  said  trustees 
unless  three  or  more  trustees  should  be  present,  and  that  in  case  of  the  defi- 
ciency of  trustees,  notice  in  writing  should  be  given  by  the  treasurer  to  each  of 
the  absentees  informing  him  of  the  same,  and  requesting  his  attendance  at  a cer- 
tain day  therein  named,  not  exceeding  one  month  from  the  date  of  such  notice, 
for  the  purpose  of  transacting  such  business  ; and  that  in  case  of  an  election  to 
be  made  of  any  poor  woman  the  vacant  share  of  the  said  rents  should  in  the 
mean  time  accumulate  for  the  benefit  of  the  person  who  should  be  finally 
elected  ; and  that  if  on  any  election  to  be  made  the  number  of  trustees  voting  on 
each  side  should  be  equal,  the  treasurer,  if  present,  should  have  a casting-vote, 
and  if  he  should  not  be  present,  lots  should  be  cast  for  such  casting-vote  by  the 
trustees  present.  And  it  was  provided,  that  the  trustees  present  at  any  annual 
meeting  should  have  power  to  lease  the  said  premises  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
21  years  in  possession,  for  the  best  rent,  and  without  fine ; and  that  when  the 
number  of  acting  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  or  under  the  number  of  three, 
the  remaining  trustees  should  nominate  so  many  additional  trustees  as  should 
make  up  the  number  of  seven  in  the  whole,  and  should  convey  the  premises  to 
such  new  trustees,  jointly  with  the  remaining  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  on  the 
trusts  aforesaid. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  bearing  date  2Gth  and  27th  October 
1804,  Walter  Meller  and  John  Gilby,  described  as  being  the  only  two  surviving 
trustees  under  the  indenture  of  1790,  conveyed  the  above-mentioned  trust- 
premises,  with  the  approbation  and  consent  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Hall,  to 
Francis  John  Brough  and  Samuel  Allen,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  the  said 
Walter  Meller  and  John  Gilby,  and  of  Philip  Palmer,  Job  Charlton  Brough,  the 
Rev.  William  Doncaster,  Philip  Gilby,  and  Thomas  Wilkinson,  and  their  heirs, 
on  the  trusts  of  the  indenture  of  1790. 

In  the  release  it  is  stated  that  George  Clarke.  Thomas  Clarke,  Thomas  Far- 
mery, Thomas  Wilmot,  and  George  Skelton,  five  of  the  original  trustees,  were 
dead ; but,  in  fact,  George  Skelton  then  was,  and  still  is  living,  and  he  has  acted 
as  a trustee  to  the  present  time. 

Of  the  trustees  who  were  parties  to  the  deed  of  1804  Philip  Palmer,  the 
Rev.  William  Doncaster,  and  Philip  Gilby  are  now  living,  of  whom,  Mr.  Palmer 
resides  at  East  Bridgeford,  in  this  county,  and  Mr.  Gilby  at  Newark.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Doncaster  and  Mr.  George  Skelton  reside  at  Normanton,  and  they 
alone  have  for  some  years  past  attended  the  meeting  of  the  trustees,  although, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  deed  of  1790,  the  presence  of  three  trustees 
was  declared  to  be  necessary  for  any  business  required  to  be  done  at  a public 
meeting.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Doncaster  has  since  Mrs.  Hall’s  death,  in  1817,  acted 
as  treasurer;  but  the  accounts  of  each  year  were  during  the  lives  of  Mr.  Meller 
Rep.  19.  3 K and 
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Normanton  on  5th  January,  or  within  ten  days  afterwards,  in  every  year,  of 
which  public  notice  should  be  given  by  the  treasurer,  at  which  meeting  all 
business  relating  to  the  charity  should  be  transacted,  and  orders  for  the  repairs 
and  improvement  of  the  premises  should  be  made,  and  the  trustees  present  should 
audit  the  accounts  stated  by  the  treasurer  of  the  trust-premises,  which  accounts 
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and  Mr.  Wilkinson  (two  of  the  trustees  who  have  died  since  Mrs.  Hall)  entered 
in  the  name  of  each  acting  trustee  in  rotation,  and  have  been  since  their  deaths 
entered  in  the  names  of  Mr.  Doncaster  and  Mr.  Skelton  alternately,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  provision  of  the  deed  ot  1790,  that  the  same  person  should  not  be 
capable  of  executing  the  office  of  treasurer  for  two  successive  years. 

The  trust-property,  which  is  situate  in  the  parish  of  Little  Hale,  in  Lincoln- 
shire, is  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Thompson,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the 
rent  of  45/.  per  annum.  It  appears  from  the  accounts  of  the  charity  that  from 
the  date  of  the  foundation-deed  to  1812  the  rent  was  38/. ; from  1812  to  1816, 
58/. ; from  181.6  to  1821,  50/.,  and  from  1821  to  the  present  time  it  has  been 
4 51.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Doncaster  informed  us  that  he  had  never  seen  the  estate, 
which  is  situate  near  Sleaford,  at  a considerable  distance  from  Normanton,  and 
that,  therefore,  he  was  unable  to  speak,  from  his  own  knowledge,  either  as  to 
the  adequateness  of  the  present  rent,  or  the  state  of  the  repairs  of  the  buildings, 
but  that  he  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  rent  was  less  than  the  present 
fair  value  of  the  premises. 

The  four  poor  women  who  receive  pensions  from  this  charity  reside  in  four 
houses  under  one  roof,  in  the  village  of  Normanton,  which  were  built  by  Mrs. 
Hall ; and  adjoining  to  which  there  is  a garden  divided  amongst  them.  These 
houses  are  not  mentioned  either  in  the  foundation-deed  of  1790,  or  in  the  deed 
for  appointing  new  trustees  in  1804,  but  amongst  the  documents  belonging  to 
the  charity,  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Doncaster,  there  is  found  a convey- 
ance, dated  in  1785,  from  William  Mason  to  Mrs.  Hall,  in  consideration  of  51. 
of  a parcel  of  ground  in  Normanton,  containing  in  length  20  yards,  and  in 
breadth  21  yards,  described  as  being  then  in  her  occupation  ; and  bounded  by 
the  town-street  on  the  west,  which  conveyance,  we  apprehend,  relates  to  the 
site  of  these  houses  and  the  adjoining  garden.  When  a vacancy  occurs  by 
the  death  of  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  houses,  all  the  trustees  are  informed 
of  it,  and  a meeting  is  held,  at  which  another  poor  woman  of  this  parish  is 
elected  by  the  trustees  present,  a preference  being  given  to  widows.  At  the 
time  of  our  investigation  (August  1827)  the  objects  of  the  charity  consisted 
of  two  widows  and  two  unmarried  women.  Each  of  them  receives  an  annual 
sum  of  10/.  8 s.,  by  quarterly  payments  of  2 L 12s.,  amounting  in  the  -whole 
to  41 /.  12s.  per  annum;  and  occasional  additional  relief  has  been  given  to 
them,  and  payments  made  for  attendance  on  them  in  illness.  The  quarterly 
payments  to  each  woman  from  1791  to  1812  amounted  to  9/.  per  annum,  in 
1812  to  11/.,  in  1813  to  12/.  and  in  1818  were  lowered  to  their  present 
amount.  The  annual  sum  of  1 /.,  allowed  by  the  foundation-deed  to  the  trea- 
surer for  his  trouble,  has  not  been  taken  by  Mr.  Doncaster  during  the  time 
that  he  has  held  that  office.  Out  of  the  surplus  of  the  rents  beyond  the  pay- 
ments to  the  poor  women,  the  above-mentioned  houses,  inhabited  by  them,  have 
been  kept  in  repair,  both  in  Mrs.  Hall’s  life-time  and  since  her  decease  ; and' 
the  houses  are  now  in  good  repair.  No  sums  appear  to  have  been  paid  for  the 
repairs  of  the  farm-buildings  at  Little  Hale,  but  5 s.  is  allowed  to  the  tenant 
for  refreshment  on  payment  of  each  half-year’s  rent.  At  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  trustees  in  January  1818,  there  was  a balance  in  favour  of  the  charity 
of  48/.  8 s.  2 \d.>  of  which  it  was  agreed  that  12/.  should  be  paid  to  the  poor 
women  for  the  Lady-day  quarterly  payment ; that  18/.  8s.  cZ\d.  should  be 
equally  distributed  amongst  the  women  between  that  time  and  Lady-day,  and 
that  the  remaining  18/.  should  remain  in  the  treasurer’s  hands  as  a fund  for 
repairs ; and  between  the  time  of  that  meeting  and  the  ensuing  Lady-day,  a 
sum  of  18  /.  appears  from  the  accounts  to  have  been  distributed  to  the  poor 
women. 

An  annual  meeting  of  the  resident  trustees  is  held  on  5th  January,  or  within 
one  or  two  days  afterwards,  when  the  accounts  are  audited  and  signed.  At 
the  meeting  on  5th  January  1827  there  was  a balance  in  favour  of  the  charity 
in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Doncaster’s  hands  of  46  /.  0 s.  6 d. 
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PARISH  OF  SUTTON-ON-TRENT. 

Smith’s  Charity. 

John  Smith,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  17th  April  1581,  gave  to  William  Smith 
and  his  heirs  male  all  his  lands  and  tenements  in  Sutton  and  Weston,  Notting- 
hamshire, on  condition  yearly  to  provide  against  Midsummer  six  whole  and  good 
rookes  or  loads  of  coals,  to  be  distributed  for  ever  on  that  day  amongst  the  poor 
remaining  and  abiding  within  the  parish  of  Sutton,  at  the  discretion  and  over- 
sight of  the  said  William  Smith  and  his  heirs  male,  with  a sermon  that  day,  yearly, 
at  the  costs  of  the  said  William  Smith  and  his  heirs  male ; with  limitation  over, 
on  breach  of  the  conditions,  to  Alexander  Smith,  brother  of  the  said  William, 
and  his  heirs. 

Five  tons  of  coals  are  now  provided  by  Mr.  William  Buttery,  as  the  owner  of 
a close  called  the  Cold-Moor-Close,  containing  3a.  3r.  28  p.,  and  three  parcels 
of  land  called  the  Ling-Wong-Closes,  containing  7a.  1 r.  26p.,  situate  in  the 
parish  of  Sutton,  which  he  states  that  he  purchased  in  1804  of  William 
Hutton,  Esq.,  as  trustee  for  the  late  William  Cartwright,  Esq.  subject  to  this 
charge.  It  appears  that  in  1769  a lease  of  these  lands  was  granted  by  Mr. 
William  Cartwright  to  John  Sampson  for  99  years,  and  that  it  was  agreed  that 
the  lessee  should,  in  lieu  of  part  of  the  rent  thereby  reserved,  provide  five  tons 
of  coals  yearly  during  the  continuance  of  the  lease  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  this 
parish,  and  that  this  lease  was  assigned  by  William  Sampson,  the  executor  of 
John  Sampson,  to  Mr.  William  Buttery,  at  the  time  of  his  purchase  of  the 
inheritance  from  Mr.  Cartwright’s  trustee. 

Mr.  Buttery  leads  the  coals  which  he  thus  provides  from  the  river  Trent  to 
the  vilage  of  Sutton,  where  they  are  distributed  by  himself  and  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  amongst  the  most  needy  persons  of  the  parish. 

Poors  Lands,  including  Spray’s  Charity. 

By  Indenture,  bearing  date  26th  December  1745,  between  William  Kent 
and  Esther  his  wife,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Tinley,  William  Fotherby,  and 
George  Marshall,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
Sutton-on-Trent,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  William  and  Esther  Kent,  in  con- 
sideration of  34/.  paid  by  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers,  as  well  in  behalf 
of  themselves  as  of  the  rest  of  the  parishioners  of  the  said  parish,  granted  and  en- 
feoffed to  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers,  and  their  successors  for  ever, 
a close  in  Sutton,  called  Hobb  Close,  containing  by  estimation  one  acre,  and 
two  pieces  of  meadow  dispersed  in  Sutton  meadows,  containing  by  estimation 
three  roods,  viz.  one  piece  called  Crowness,  containing  half  an  acre,  and  an- 
other piece  containing  one  rood,  lying  under  Ryeholm-hades,  on  trust,  to  apply 
the  net  rents  and  profits  thereof  annually,  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  poor  of 
the  said  parish,  in  such  manner  as  the  majority  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
the  said  parish  should  think  most  proper.  And  it  was  agreed,  that  if  any  dis- 
pute should  thereafter  arise  between  the  said  churchwardens,  overseers,  and 
other  principal  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  about  the  application  of  the  said 
rents  and  profits,  it  should  be  referred  to  George  Cartwright,  of  Ossington,  esq., 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Sutton,  and  his  heirs,  whose  determination  should  be  final. 

It  appears  from  a tablet  in  the  church,  that  5/.,  part  of  the  above-mentioned 
purchase-money,  was  given  by  William  Spray,  the  interest  to  be  distributed  amongst 
poor  widowers  and  widows  on  New  Year’s-day  yearly,  and  that  the  residue  was 
the  money  of  the  parishioners,  the  interest  whereof  was  to  be  distributed  amongst 
the  poor  of  this  parish,  as  the  principal  inhabitants  should  think  most  proper. 

On  the  inclosure  of  the  common  fields  of  this  parish  in  1804,  an  allotment 
was  made  to  the  poor  thereof  in  Sutton  Meadow,  containing  1a.  Or.  36p.,  in 
lieu  of  the  lands  purchased  in  1745,  such  allotment  being  free  from  tithe,  to 
which  the  other  lands  had  been  subject. 

This  allotment  forms  part  of  a meadow,  the  residue  of  which  was  awarded  to 
various  small  proprietors,  and  its  boundaries  are  marked  by  stakes.  At  the 
annual  parish-meeting  in  Easter- week  it  is  let  to  the  best  bidder.  At  the 
Easter-meeting  in  1827,  it  produced  a rent  of  5/.  5 s.,  which  is  stated  to  be 
about  the  average  amount.  The  tenant  has  the  mowing  of  the  land,  and  stocks 
the  meadow  afterwards  in  common  with  the  other  proprietors. 

The  rent  is  paid  in  advance  at  the  time  when  the  land  is  let.  About  one 
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half  of  it  is  distributed  at  the  ensuing  Michaelmas,  and  the  residue  at  the  en- 
suing Christmas,  amongst  poor  widows  and  others,  by  the  overseers,  who  pre- 
pare lists  of  the  poor,  and  submit  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  select  vestry 
of  the  parish  previously  to  the  time  of  distribution. 

Sprigg’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  church  that  Mary  Sprigg,  by  her  Will,  bearing 
date  21st  March  1816,  directed  her  trustees  to  pay  the  residue  of  the  money 
arising  from  the  sale  of  her  real  and  personal  estate,  after  payment  of  her  debts 
and  legacies,  to  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  Sutton-on-Trent,  on  trust,  to 
place  the  same  out  on  real  security  at  interest,  and  thereout  to  pay  to  the 
schoolmaster  of  the  said  parish,  for  teaching  ten  poor  children  thereof  to  read, 
write  and  account,  10/.  per  annum,  and  to  apply  the  residue  half-yearly  for 
the  benefit  of  poor  widows;  and  it  is  added,  that,  on  a statement  of  account  of 
receipts  and  payments  of  the  said  estate,  a clear  surplus  of  120/.  only  remained, 
which  was  received  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  and  placed  out  at  interest, 
and  that  the  interest  was  appropriated  for  teaching  six  poor  children  of  the 
parish. 

This  sum  of  120/.  was  lent  to  Thomas  Pawson  on  mortgage  of  a house  and 
10£  acres  of  land  situate  in  Sutton,  which  he  purchased  at  the  time  of  the 
mortgage  for  more  than  200/.  He  pays  6/.  per  annum  as  the  interest  of  the 
said  sum,  at  five-per-cent,  to  George  Hutton,  esq.  of  Carlton,  from  whom  a 
schoolmaster,  appointed  by  the  parishioners  of  Sutton,  assembled  at  a vestry- 
meeting, receives  it,  and  in  respect  thereof  instructs,  freely,  six  poor  boys  or 
girls  of  the  parish,  appointed  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  in  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic,  and  the  girls  are  also  instructed  by  his  wife  in  knitting 
and  sewing. 

The  schoolmaster  resides  in  a school-house  in  the  parish,  which  is  supposed 
to  have  been  originally  built  by  subscription,  and  was  repaired  and  enlarged  by 
subscription  about  four  years  ago.  He  has  other  scholars  for  whose  education 
he  is  paid  by  their  parents. 


PARISH  OF  WESTON. 

Hawksworth’s  Charity. 

Richard  Hawksworth,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  13th  April  1736,  and  proved 
in  the  Exchequer  Court  of  York,  gave  50/.  for  the  erecting  of  a school-house 
at  Weston,  to  be  laid  out  at  the  discretion  of  his  executor  and  executrix,  and  of 
the  minister  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  and  100/.  to  be  laid 
out  in  land  for  endowing  the  aforesaid  school-house  at  Weston  ; and  his  will 
was  that  the  master  of  the  said  school-house  should  have  the  yearly  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  purchased  lands  for  the  teaching  yearly  of  10  poor  children 
belonging  to  the  parish  of  Weston,  till  they  could  read  well  in  the  Bible  ; such 
poor  children  to  be  appointed  by  the  minister  and  overseers  of  Weston  for  the 
time  being. 

There  is  a schoolhouse  in  this  parish,  in  the  erection  of  which  the  above- 
mentioned  sum  of  50/.  was  probably  expended,  as  the  Parliamentary  Returns 
of  1786  state  that  sum  to  have  been  thus  applied. 

A close,  called  the  School  Close,  situate  in  the  parish  of  North  Scarle,  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  is  supposed  to  have  been  purchased  with  part  of  the  sum  of 
100/.,  but  we  are  informed  that  no  document  can  be  found  in  the  parish  relating 
to  such  purchase. 

It  appears  from  an  entry  in  an  overseer’s  book,  dated  30th  April  1778,  and 
signed  by  H.  Clarke,  curate,  John  Smith,  overseer,  Jose  Atkin,  churchwarden, 
and  ten  others,  that  the  minister  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Weston,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  whose  names  were  thereunto  subscribed,  had 
agreed  that  20/.,  part  of  Richard  Hawksworth’s  legacy  of  100/.  then  remaining 
in  the  hands  of  the  overseers,  should  be  laid  out  in  erecting  a cottage  on  the 
waste  in  the  parish  of  Weston,  to  be  let  to  Thomas  Chappel,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  165.  from  Lady-day  then  last,  and  that  if  the  said  cottage  should  at  any 
time  thereafter  be  seised  by  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Weston,  they  would 
raise  the  said  sum  of  20/.  amongst  them,  rateably,  and  in  proportion  to  the 

yearly 
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yearly  rent  of  the  several  lands  and  tenements  which  they  respectively  occupied 
in  the  said  parish. 

The  School  Close  in  the  parish  of  North  Scarle,  which  contains  about  five 
acres,  is  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Alwood,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of 
7 /.  per  annum. 

The  rent  is  received  by  the  curate  of  Weston,  and  is  paid  over  by  him  to 
a schoolmaster,  who  resides  in  the  schoolhouse,  and  occupies  two  gardens, 
containing  together,  with  the  site  of  the  house,  about  one  rood,  one  of  which 
gardens  was  lately  received  from  the  commissioners  of  the  Great  North  Road  in 
compensation  for  a parcel  of  land,  part  of  the  old  garden,  which  was  taken  by 
them  for  the  improvement  of  the  road.  The  quantity  of  land  thus  received  by 
the  charity  is  stated  to  be  three  times  larger  than  that  which  was  given  up  to 
the  commissioners,  and  of  better  quality.  The  commissioners  also  built  a wall  as 
a fence  to  the  old  garden,  which  was  previously  bounded  only  by  a dead  hedge. 

The  above-mentioned  cottage,  which  was  built  on  the  waste  with  part  of 
Mr.  Flavvks worth’s  legacy,  was  on  the  Weston  inclosure  awarded  to  Earl 
Manvers  as  the  lord  of  this  manor,  but  as  the  rent  of  it,  being  20 s.  per  annum, 
had  been  previously  given  to  the  schoolmaster,  his  lordship  paid  the  overseers 
20/.  for  it,  which  was  by  them  appropriated  to  raising  a fund  for  the  repair  of 
the  school-house,  together  with  a sum  derived  from  an  accumulation  of  the 
rents  of  the  school-lands,  which  had  accrued  whilst  the  office  of  schoolmaster 
had  been  vacant,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  a fit  person  to 
take  the  situation,  the  endowment  being  so  small. 

Part  of  this  fund  was  expended  in  the  repairs  of  the  school-house  in  1823, 
and  the  residue,  amounting  to  2 51.,  was  deposited  by  the  minister  and  over- 
seers in  the  Newark  savings-bank.  It  is  proposed  either  to  pay  to  the  school- , 
master  for  the  time  being  the  interest  of  this  sum,  or  to  allow  it  to  accumulate 
as  a fund  for  future  repairs. 

In  respect  of  his  emoluments  the  schoolmaster  instructs  gratuitously  in 
reading,  and  the  Church-catechism,  ten  poor  children  of  the  parish,  appointed 
by  the  minister  and  overseers. 


Weston. 


LIBERTY  OF  SOUTHWELL  AND  SCROOBY. 

PARISH  OF  ASKHAM. 

Hospital. 

The  only  document  produced  to  us  relating  to  this  charity  was  a Deed  Poll, 
bearing  date  14th  May  1659,  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  George  Haughton, 
Edward  Nevile,  and  Thomas  Williamson,  w'hereby  they,  as  feoffees  in  trust  for 
the  good  of  the  poor  of  Askham,  by  virtue  of  a decree  made  in  the  court  of 
Chancery  on  11th  June  1658,  between  Henry  Boot,  on  behalf  of  the  poor  of 
Askham,  plaintiff*,  and  Thomas  Flower  and  others,  defendants,  appointed  Ellis 
Dickenson,  Henry  Boot,  and  Martin  Jackson,  to  receive  the  rent  of  21/.  by 
the  year,  reserved  on  a lease  made  by  Sir  Gervase  Elwes,  Jeremy  Elwes  the 
elder,  William  Burrow  the  elder,  Walter  Plummer,  Jeremy  Ehves  the  younger, 
and  William  Burrow  the  younger,  to  Thomas  Smith,  his  executors  and  admi- 
nistrators, for  1000  years,  and  by  him  assigned  to  William  Midwinter,  his 
executors,  &c.  for  the  residue  of  the  said  term,  of  lands  and  tenements,  with  the 
appurtenances  in  South  Wheatley,  and  to  pay  the  said  rent  to  the  said  poor  of 
Askham,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  said  decree,  and  to  give  an  account  to 
them  when  they  should  be  thereunto  called. 

A search  has  been  made  for  the  decree  of  11th  June  1658,  mentioned  in  this 
deed,  and  it  has  been  found,  together  with  two  prior  orders  in  the  same  cause. 
By  the  first  of  these  orders,  made  8th  April  1656,  all  matters  in  difference 
between  the  parties  in  the  cause  were  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  the  Honour- 
able William  Pierrepont;  by  the  second  order,  made  8th  May  1657,  the  award 
made  by  the  said  William  Pierrepont  was  confirmed ; and  by  the  decree  of 
11th  June  1658,  the  last-mentioned  order  was  confirmed,  but  the  particulars 
of  the  award  are  not  set  forth  either  in  that  order,  or  in  the  decree. 

There  is  in  the  village  of  Askham  an  ancient  building,  called  the  Hospital, 
containing  six  dwellings,  occupied  by  six  poor  widows  of  this  parish,  placed 
there  as  vacancies  occur  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers.  The  repairs  of 
the  building  are  defrayed  out  of  the  poors  rates. 
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Of  the  above-mentioned  rent  of  21  /.,  the  annual  sum  of  14/.  is  now  paid  by 
Mr.  Job  Bullivant,  as  the  tenant  of  a farm  in  South  Wheatley,  containing 
about  58  acres,  the  property  of  William  Mason,  esq.  and  the  annual  sum  of 
11.,  the  residue  thereof,  is  paid  by  Mr.  William  Black  in  respect  of  lands  in 
South  Wheatley  belonging  to  him,  in  the  occupatiqn  of  his  brother  Mr.  Thomas 
Black. 


These  annual  sums  are  received  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  are  carried 
to  their  general  account,  from  which  the  following  payments  are  made  to  the 
poor  widows  in  the  hospital  in  the  course  of  the  year,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  18/.  per  annum. 


To  each  widow,  1st  January 

— 1 2 th  January 

— 12th  February 

— 12th  March 

— 12th  April 

— 12th  May  - 

— 12th  July  - 

— 12th  August 

— 12th  September  - 

— 12th  October 

— 23d  November 


£.  s.  d. 

- 11  8 

“ 4 “ 

- 4 " 

- 4 “ 

- 4 - 

- 8 2 

- 4 - 

- 4 - 

- 4 - 

- 4 - 

- 8 2 


Coals  are  also  given  to  the  widows  ; viz.  to  the  oldest,  30  cwt.,  and  to  the  other 
five,  25  cwt.  each  in  the  course  of  the  year,  the  cost  of  which  considerably 
exceeds  SI.  per  annum,  the  residue  of  the  rent.  In  addition  to  these  allowances 
all  the  widows  receive  relief  from  the  parish. 


Dickenson’s  Charity. 

Dickenson’s  It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  church  that  Ellis  Dickenson  gave  to  the  poor 

Chanty.  Gf  this  parish  the  yearly  sum  of  105.,  to  be  paid  out  of  an  acre  of  meadow  ill 
Beastwood,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  for  ever. 

This  annual  sum  of  105.  is  paid  by  John  Bullivant,  the  occupier,  as  tenant  to 
his  brother  of  the  parcel  of  land  mentioned  in  the  tablet,  which  forms  part  of 
a hop-ground  in  the  parish  of  Askham,  called  Beastwood,  belonging  to  various 
owners.  It  is  received  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  is  distributed  by  him 
on  St.  Thomas’s-day  amongst  the  poorest  persons  of  the  parish. 


PARISH  OF  BECKINGHAM. 

Clark’s  Charity. 

Beckingham.  In  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  West  Burton,  in  a preceding 
- — part  of  this  Report,  we  have1]  stated  the  Will  of  William  Clark , bearing  date 

Clark  3 Charity.  jn  whereby  the  annual  sum  of  405.  was  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  person 

who  should  enjoy  his  lands  in  Gainsborough,  Morton,  and  Walkrith,  in  Licoln- 
shire,  to  two  aged  and  poor  people  of  the  parish  of  Beckingham,  to  each  205. 

In  respect  of  this  donation  an  annual  sum  of  1/.  1S5.  8 d.,  15.  4>d.  being 
deducted  for  land-tax,  is  received  from  Mr.  Armstrong,  the  tenant  iipder 
Richard  Atkinson,  esq.  of  an  estate  in  Walkrith,  and  is  divided  between  two 
poor  persons  of  this  parish  appointed  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens. 

Wharton’s  Charity. 

Wharton’s  Charity.  James  Wharton , esq.  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  10th  March  1731,  gave  to 

the  governors  and  trustees  of  the  free  grammar-school  of  Gainsborough,  and 
their  successors,  and  to  the  minister  or  parson  of  the  parish  of  Gainsborough, 
and  his  successors,  all  his  houses,  lands  and  tenements  situate  in  Beckingham, 
and  three  closes  called  Barwell  Springs,  and  the  barn  thereon,  erected  in 
Saunby,  in  the  parish  of  Saunby,  the  same  being  then  let  at  the  rent  of  40/. 
per  annum,  on  trust,  that  they  and  their  successors  should  dispose  of  the  rents 
and  profits  thereof  as  follows,  viz.  that  they  should  pay  yearly  to  the  minister 
and  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Beckingham,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, 
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cessors,  the  sum  of  51,  part  of  the  said  annual  rent  of  40/.,  for  the  yearly  edu-  Beckingham. 

cation  of  five  poor  boys  or  girls,  children  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Beckingham*  , ~ ; 

for  their  clothing,  and  having  them  taught  the  English  tongue,  viz.  105.  a year  '' haf0°„n^^anty’ 

a-piece  for  finding  a plain  coat  of  ordinary  blue  cloth,  with  a black  hat  for  the  v ^ ‘ j 

boys,  and  a mantua  and  petticoat  of  ordinary  blue  stuff,  and  a white  cap  or  coif 

for  the  girls,  and  105.  a year,  a-piece,  for  such  said  boys  or  girls  schooling ; but 

he  directed  that  if  they  should  be  taught  for  less  that  105.  a year,  a-piece,  the 

overplus  should  buy  them  books,  such  children  to  be  chosen  by  the  minister 

and  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Beckingham,  and  their  successors  for  the 

time  being. 

And  he  directed  that  the  said  governors  and  trustees  should  yearly  dispose  of 
22/.,  other  part  of  the  said  rent  of  40  /.,  in  the  clothing  and  educating  22  children 
of  poor  inhabitants  of  Gainsborough  in  the  manner  specified  in  his  will. 

And  that  10  /.  a year,  other  part  thereof,  should  be  applied  towards  putting 
two  boys  yearly  apprentice  out  of  the  said  22  children  of  Gainsborough. 

And  that  1 /.  14  5.,  other  part  of  the  said  40  /.  per  annum,  should  be  applied 
for  buying  books  for  such  22  children. 

And  that  1 /.  65.,  residue  of  the  said  40/.  per  annum,  should  be  laid  out  in 
bread  to  be  distributed  to  poor  persons  of  Gainsborough  in  the  manner  mentioned 
in  his  will. 

And  he  directed,  that  if  the  said  rent  of  40  /.  should  be  diminished,  the  loss 
should  be  taken  out  of  the  money  given  for  the  childrens  schooling,  and  not  out 
of  the  bread-money  ; and  that  to  prevent  loss  of  rents  the  said  three  closes  called 
Barwell  Springs  should  not  be  converted  into  tillage ; and  that  the  trustees 
should  take  care  when  they  granted  leases  to  insert  a clause  of  10/.  an  acre 
yearly  fine  for  every  acre  that  should  be  ploughed. 

In  18 17  a petition  was  presented  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  by  the  vicar  of 
Gainsborough,  the  12  governors  of  the  free  grammar-school  of  Gainsborough, 
and  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Beckingham,  by  which  it  was 
prayed  that  the  petitioners  might  be  at  liberty  to  lay  a scheme  before  one  of  the 
Masters  of  the  Court  relative  to  the  application  of  the  surplus-rents  of  the  estates 
belonging  to  this  charity  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  parishes  of  Gains- 
borough and  Beckingham,  beyond  tbe  sums  amounting  to  40/.  per  annum, 
directed  by  the  donor ; and  that  they  might  also  be  at  liberty  to  lay  a scheme 
before  such  master  relative  to  other  charities  mentioned  in  the  petition  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  of  Gainsborough,  and  that  such  schemes  as  might  be  approved 
by  the  Master  should  be  ordered  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

By  an  order  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  made  upon  this  petition  on  21st  March 
1817  a reference  was  made  according  to  the  prayer  thereof  to  one  of  the  Masters 
of  the  Court,  who  by  his  report,  dated  31st  July  1821,  and  confirmed  15th 
August  following,  approved  of  a scheme,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  then 
annual  rent  of  Wharton’s  charity  was  115/.,  one  eighth  part  of  which,  being 
14  /.  7 5.  6 d.  was  then  paid  to  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
Beckingham,  and  by  which  scheme  (as  far  as  it  related  to  this  parish)  it  was 
proposed  that  the  said  sum  of  14/.  7 5.  6d.  should  be  paid  to  the  minister, 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Beckingham,  to  be  applied  by  them  in  the 
education  of  boys  or  girls,  children  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Beckingham. 

A proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  application  to  the  court  was  paid  out  of 
the  rents  of  the  property  of  this  charity  previously  to  the  division  thereof,  and 
the  cost  of  some  improvements  of  the  farm-premises  made  about  10  years  ago 
was  paid  in  the  same  manner. 

The  property  belonging  to  this  charity  consists  of  a farm-house  and  out- 
buildings in  the  village  of  Beckingham,  with  about  32  acres  of  land  dispersed 
in  various  parts  of  the  common-fields  of  that  parish,  and  three  closes  called 
Barwell  Springs,  containing  28  a.  2r.  38 p.,  in  the  parish  of  Saunby,  the  whole 
being  in  the  occupation  of  John  Walker,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  120/. 
per  annum,  which  is  stated  to  be  the  fair  value  of  the  premises  ; and  there  is 
also  an  annual  sum  of  1 /.  105.  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  turnpike  road  leading 
from  Gainsborough  to  Retford,  for  a small  part  of  the  land  at  Beckingham, 
taken  about  the  year  1790  to  form  part  of  that  road.  These  rents  are  received 
by  Gervas  Parnell,  esquire,  one  of  the  governors,  and  treasurer  of  Gainsborough 
school. 

One  eighth  part  of  the  clear  annual  income  of  the  charity  (at  present  amount- 
ing to  15/.  3s.  9 d.)  is  paid  by  Mr.  Parnell  to  a schoolmaster  of  Beckingham,, 
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on  the  production  of  a receipt  from  the  minister,  churchwardens,  and  overseers 
thereof. 

In  1811  a vestry-meeting  was  held  in  this  parish  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  best  mode  of  applying  the  portion  of  the  rent  which  fell  to  its  share,  when 
resolutions  were  passed,  by  which,  after  reciting  that  the  amount  thereof  had 
been  applied  towards  educating  and  partly  clothing  six  poor  children,  and  that 
it  had  been  thought  by  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers,  and  some 
of  the  principal  inhabitants,  of  more  service  to  the  poor  to  discontinue  the 
clothing  and  to  appoint  a greater  number  of  children  to  be  educated,  it  was 
resolved,  that  10  poor  children,  without  clothing,  should  be  continued  to  be 
taught  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  so  long  as  the  annual  payment  continued 
as  it  then  was,  but  that  their  number  should  be  added  to  or  diminished  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  or  decrease  of  such  payment ; that  the  children  of  such 
parents  only  as  had  legal  settlements  in  the  parish  should  be  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  charity  ; and  that  they  should  be  appointed  on  every  Easter 
Monday  by  the  minister,  churchwardens,  and  overseers,  who  should  on  that  day 
examine  into  the  conduct  of  the  children,  and  expel  those  whose  behaviour  .was 
contrary  to  the  rules  to  be  made  by  a committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

In  pursuance  of  these  resolutions  10  children  are  now  instructed  by  the  parish 
schoolmaster  in  a school-room  used  by  him. 

The  application  of  the  residue  of  the  rents  of  the  property  of  this  charity  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Gainsborough  will  form  a subject  of  inquiry  when  the 
charities  of  that  town  are  investigated. 


Burton’s  Charity. 

John  Burton , of  Beckingham,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  11th  October  1753, 
directed  his  executors,  Robert  Duckle  and  Thomas  Duckle,  to  place  out  at 
interest  20/.  or  make  a purchase  of  some  land  of  the  like  value  in  their  or  either 
of  their  names,  or  in  the  names  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  Becking- 
ham for  the  time  being,  and  that  the  interest  thereof,  or  annual  rent  of  the  said 
lands  so  to  be  purchased,  should  be  distributed  on  every  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s 
day,  for  ever,  to  and  amongst  such  of  the  poor  of  Beckingham  as  his  executors, 
or  the  survivor  of  them,  should  think  most  needful ; and  after  the  death  of  the 
survivor  of  them  that  the  same  should  be  distributed  amongst  such  of  the  poor 
of  Beckingham  as  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  for  the 
time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  adjudge  most  needful. 

This  legacy  being  subsequent  to  the  Act  of  9 Geo.  2,  c.  36,  the  executors 
were  not  authorized  to  purchase  land  with  it ; but  being  in  the  alternative,  we 
apprehend  that  it  ought  to  have  been  placed  out  at  interest  by  Mr.  Burton’s 
executors. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  was  done,  but  a sum  of  10s.  has  been  annually 
paid  by  Mr.  Robert  Duckle,  the  son  of  Robert  Duckle,  the  executor,  and  a like 
sum  has  been  (as  we  are  informed)  usually,  but  not  uniformly  in  every  year, 
paid  by  Mr.  Thomas  Duckle,  son  of  Thomas  Duckle,  the  other  executor,  and 
distributed,  through  the  intervention  of  their  tenants,  to  the  poor  of  the  parish 
of  Beckingham. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  donor’s  directions  were,  that  after  the  death  of 
the  survivor  of  his  executors  the  distribution  should  be  made  by  the  minister 
and  churchwardens,  and  it  therefore  seems  proper  that  the  principal  sum  should 
be  placed  out  on  good  security,  and  that  the  annual  interest  should  be  distri- 
buted by  the  minister  and  churchwardens  amongst  the  poor  on  St.  John’s-day. 

Hall’s  Charity. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  Thomas  Hall , by  his  Will  in 
1729,  gave  a rentcharge  of  1 /.  per  annum,  vested  in  Thomas  Waterhouse,  for 
bread  to  the  poor  of  this  parish. 

Searches  have  been  ineffectually  made  for  the  will  of  this  Thomas  Hall,  and 
also  for  the  will  of  a person  of  the  same  name  who  died  in  I76O,  and  from 
whom  it  was  supposed  that  this  charity  might  have  been  derived. 

We  are  informed  that  the  annual  sum  of  1/.  Is.  is  distributed  amongst  the 
poor  of  this  parish  by  George  Broomhead,  the  tenant  of  an  estate  in  Becking- 
ham which  formerly  belonged  to  Mr.  Thomas  Waterhouse,  and  afterwards  to 
his  widow,  who  married  Gervas  Parnell,  esq.,  and  which  on  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Parnell  about  four  years  ago  came  to  and  is  now  the  property  of  her  daughter, 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Massingberd,  esq. 
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Jackson’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  an  inscription  on  a tablet  in  Beckingham  church,  dated  in  1772,  Beckingham. 

that  William  Jackson  by  his  Will  left  to  the  minister,  churchwardens,  and  over-  - — - 
seers  of  this  parish  for  the  time  being,  501.  to  be  by  them  placed  out  at  interest  ^acksons  Chanty- 
and  the  annual  income  to  be  either  paid  yearly  on  20th  December  among  such  ^ 

poor  housekeepers  of  the  parish  as  should  not  receive  alms,  or  else  to  be  ex- 
pended by  them  in  the  purchase  of  such  necessaries  of  life  as  they  should  judge 
the  said  housekeepers  to  stand  most  in  need  of. 

We  are  informed  that  this  legacy  of  50/.  was  placed  at  interest  in  the  hands 
of  a Mr.  Hutton,  who  became  insolvent,  and  died  about  1779,  and  that  the 
dividend  received  in  respect  thereof  out  of  his  estate  amounted  only  to  34/. 

This  sum  has  been  lent  to  different  individuals,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Inquiry 
(August  1827),  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Robert  Cross,  who  paid  34 s.  as  the 
interest  of  it,  but  was  desirous  of  investing  it  in  a savings-bank. 

This  interest  has  been  for  some  years  paid  to  the  parish  schoolmaster  of  Beck- 
ingham in  augmentation  of  his  income,  instead  of  being  distributed  to  the  poor, 
as  directed  by  the  donor. 

Poors  Dole. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  178G  state,  land  then  vested  in  John  Allinson,  p00rs  Dole, 
and  producing  2/.  per  annum,  to  have  been  given  to  the  poor  of  this  parish, 
but  by  whom  or  by  what  instrument  was  unknown. 

On  an  inclosure  of  the  common  lands  of  this  parish,  which  took  place  under 
an  Act  of  Paliament  passed  in  1776,  two  acres  of  meadow-land  by  the  side  of 
the  river  Trent  were  allotted  by  the  commissioners  in  lieu  of  certain  common 
lands  belonging  to  the  poor  of  Beckingham. 

This  land  is  let  annually  at  Easter,  and  for  the  year  1827  produced  a rent  of 
4/.  15s. ; of  this  rent,  the  annual  sum  of  If.  12  s.  has  been  for  some  years  paid 
to  the  parish  schoolmaster  before  mentioned,  for  the  instruction  of  two  poor 
children  of  the  parish  appointed  by  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers. 

The  residue  of  the  rent  is  applied  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens  shortly 
after  Easter,  in  a distribution  of  money  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  parish. 


PARISH  OF  EVERTON. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  EVERTON. 


Annuity  op  1/.  6s.  8 d. 

In  the  printed  particulars  of  estates  in  Nottinghamshire,  which  belonged  to 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  were  sold  in  1813,  a freehold  estate  called 
Stonehills  Farm,  containing  223  a.  Or.  4p.,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Everton, 
is  included,  and  is  mentioned  to  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  1 /.  6 s.  8 d.  per 
annum  to  the  poor  of  Everton,  and  13s.  4 d.  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  Scaft- 
worth  ; and  we  are  informed  that  this  estate  was  sold  subject  to  the  payments. 

It  is  not  known  who  was  the  donor  of  these  annuities,  but  in  the  Parliamen- 
tary Returns  of  1786  they  are  stated  to  be  then  vested  in  the  honourable 
Henry  Cavendish. 

The  annual  sum  of  1 /.  6 s.  8 d.  is  received  by  the  churchwarden  of  Everton 
from  the  steward  of  Viscount  Althorp,  who  is  the  present  proprietor  of  the 
Stonehills  Farm.  This  sum  is  distributed  annually  about  Christmas,  usually  by 
the  minister  and  churchwardens,  together  with  the  annuity  of  10s.  per  annum, 
hereinafter  mentioned,  and  a portion  of  the  alms  received  at  the  sacrament, 
amongst  the  poorest  persons  of  the  township  of  Everton. 


Everton. 

Annuity  of 
ll.  6*.  8 d. 


Annuity  of  10  s. 

It  is  stated  on  a tablet  in  the  church  of  Everton  that  the  yearly  sum  of  10  s.  Annuity  of  io*. 
was  payable  out  of  an  estate  at  Everton,  in  the  occupation  of  William  Boot, 

(formerly  purchased  of Richardson  by  Josiah  Boot)  to  the  poor  of  the 

township  of  Everton  at  Christmas. 

The  annual  sum  of  10  s.  is  now  paid  by  Benjamin  Hobson,  the  tenant  under 
John  Walker,  esq.  of  an  estate  in  the  township  of  Everton,  which  formerly 
belonged  to  the  Boot  family.  Its  application  has  been  already  stated. 

Rep.  19.  3 L 


Everton. 

Ducklin’s  Charity, 
v 


Ella’s  Charity. 


Scaftworth. 
Annuity  of  135.  4 d. 


Hayton. 
Poors  Land. 
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Ducklin’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786,  that  Richard  Ducklin,  by 
his  Will  in  1721,  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  a rentcharge  of  5 s.  per  annum, 
then  vested  in  John  Lough  ton. 

This  rentcharge  is  described  in  a tablet  in  the  church  to  be  payable  out  of 
a house  or  tenement  opposite  and  to  the  west  of  Everton  Pound,  at  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  interment  of  the  donor. 

The  tenement  charged  with  this  payment  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev. 
Robert  Evans,  the  vicar  of  Everton,  who  purchased  it  of  Francis  Loughton. 
It  is  in  the  occupation  of  William  Bell,  a poor  man  of  the  parish,  (who  resided 
therein  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Evans’s  purchase,)  at  the  rent  of  30  s.  per  annum, 
but  of  each  half-year’s  rent  Mr.  Evans  gives  him  5 s.,  considering  him  a fit 
object  to  receive  the  rentcharge  given  by  this  donor. 

Ella’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  the  church-tablet  that  Elizabeth  Ella , by  her  Will,  bequeathed 
to  her  brother  John  Ella,  and  his  successors  vicars  of  Everton,  100/.,  on  trust, 
that  the  said  vicar  should  apply  the  interest  thereof  as  follows,  viz.  one  moiety 
for  the  benefit  of  poor  married  women  residing  in  the  township  of  Everton, 
against  their  lying-in,  and  the  other  moiety  for  teaching  the  poorest  children 
thereof. 

The  date  of  this  will  is  not  stated  in  the  tablet,  but  we  are  informed  that 
Miss  Elizabeth  Ella  died  about  the  year  1800. 

The  sum  of  100  /.  is  in  the  hands  of  the  present  vicar  of  Everton,  who  pays 
five-per-cent  interest,  and  applies  one  moiety  thereof  in  purchasing  linen  for 
and  rendering  pecuniary  assistance  to  poor  married  women  of  the  township  of 
Everton  during  their  lying-in,  and  the  other  moiety  towards  the  support  of  a 
girls  school  in  the  township,  which  is  principally  maintained  at  his  own 
expense. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  SCAFTWORTH. 

Annuity  of  13 s.  4>d. 

The  particulars  of  a rentcharge  of  13  s.  4>d.  belonging  to  the  poor  of  this 
township  have  been  already  stated  in  the  above  account  of  the  charities  of  the 
township  of  Everton. 

This  rentcharge  is  received  by  the  overseer  of  the  township  from  the  steward 
of  Lord  Althorp,  and  it  has  been  for  many  years  carried  by  that  officer  to  his 
general  account ; but  we  apprehend  that  this  application  is  incorrect,  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  distributed  in  future  to  poor  persons  of  the  township,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  annuity  of  1 /.  6 s.  8 d.  paid  out  of  the  same  estate  is  given  to 
the  poor  of  the  township  of  Everton. 


PARISH  OF  HAYTON. 

Poors  Land. 

By  Indenture  of  Feoffment,  bearing  date  1st  May  1682,  William  Harrison, 
in  consideration  of  19/.  4 s.  4 d.  granted  and  enfeoffed  to  Ralph  Atkin  and 
Francis  Fox,  then  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Hayton,  and  their 
successors,  trustees  for  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Hayton,  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  that  parish,  for  ever,  a close  in  Hayton,  called  the  Little  Close,  containing 
by  estimation  an  acre  and  a half,  to  hold  to  them  and  their  successors,  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  to  the  only  use,  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  poor 
of  that  parish,  for  ever. 

The  close,  which  is  called  in  this  deed  the  Little  Close,  and  is  now  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Poors  Close,  contains  less  than  an  acre  and  a half,  and  is  in 
the  occupation  of  George  Smith,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  9,1.  12s.  6d. 
per  annum. 

The  rent  is  received  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  this  parish,  and  is, 
together  with  the  annuity  of  91.  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  the  alms  collected 
at  the  sacrament,  distributed  at  Easter  by  the  vicar  and  the  overseer,  in  small 
sums,  amongst  such  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  as  are  considered  the  most  proper 
objects. 
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Annuity  of  21. 

It  appears  from  the  printed  particulars  of  sale  of  various  estates  belonging 
to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  which  were  sold  in 
1813,  that  a parcel  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Hayton,  then  in  the  occupation  of 
Jonathan  Beeley  and  Thomas  Smith,  containing  81a.  Or.  13 p.  was  thereby 
advertised  to  be  sold,  subject  to  the  payment  of  2 l.  per  annum  to  the  poor  of 
Hayton. 

This  land  is  now  the  property  of  Robert  Aston  Barber,  esquire,  and  the 
annual  sum  of  21.  is  paid  to  the  overseer  by  a tenant  under  him  of  a farm 
which  includes  the  greater  part  of  the  land  specified  in  the  above-mentioned 
particulars  as  being  subject  to  the  charge.  Nothing  is  known  of  the  origin  of 
this  payment.  It  is  mentioned  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  as  a rent- 
charge,  and  appears  to  have  been  then  paid  by  Edward  Beeley  and  Thomas 
Smith.  The  application  of  it  has  been  already  stated. 


PARISH  OF  LANEFIAM. 

Poors  Land. 

It  appears  from  a copy  of  Court  Roll  of  the  manor  of  Laneham,  that  at 
a court  holden  8th  October  1700,  Bernard  Minock,  Bernard  Minock,  junior, 
Gervas  Harrison,  and  John  Bellamy,  surrendered  a close,  containing  by  estima- 
tion two  acres,  lying  in  Laneham,  to  the  use  of  Thomas  Kent,  junior,  William 
Cole,  Gervas  Harrison,  and  John  Bellamy,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  for  the  use 
of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Laneham  ; and  the  said  Thomas  Kent  and  others 
were  thereupon  admitted  accordingly. 

At  another  court,  holden  25th  April  1773>  William  Cole,  as  the  son  and  heir 
of  the  above-mentioned  William  Cole,  surrendered  the  said  close  to  the  use  of 
William  Goodyer,  William  Cole,  Robert  Draper,  John  Cole,  George  Minnitt, 
the  younger,  and  John  Tynn,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  poor 
of  Laneham,  who  were  admitted  accordingly. 

We  are  not  aware  that  any  subsequent  surrenders  of  this  land  have  been 
made.  It  now  consists  of  two  closes,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Laneham,  and 
containing  together  about  two  acres,  which  are  in  the  occupation  of  John 
Willcock,  at  a good  annual  rent  of  ID.  65. 

These  closes  have  been  usually  let  to  the  highest  bidder  for  successive  terms 
of  three  years,  at  vestry-meetings  holden  on  Easter  Monday.  The  present 
tenancy  commenced  at  Easter  1826,  previous  to  which  time  the  rent  had  been 
87.  105. 

•The  rent  is  received  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  has  been  hitherto 
carried  to  his  general  account,  out  of  which  a baker  of  Laneham  has  been  paid 
(in  respect  of  this  charity,  and  of  the  annuity  of  135.  4 7.  hereinafter  mentioned,) 
for  furnishing  25.  worth  of  bread  every  Sunday,  which  has  been  distributed  at 
the  church  in  penny  and  twopenny  loaves,  and  a small  additional  quantity  of 
bread  has  also  been  given  at  Christmas.  The  whole  annual  charge  for  bread 
lias  been  51.  5 s.  4 7.  per  annum. 

There  has  been  no  specific  distribution  of  the  residue  of  the  rent,  but  coals 
have  been  given  every  winter  to  the  poor  of  Laneham,  and  charged  to  the 
overseer’^  account.  I11  1825  the  cost  of  the  coals  thus  distributed  was  51.  4 5., 
and  in  1826,  5 /.  10  5. 

It  is  proper  that  an  account  should  be  kept  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
of  the  income  of  this  charity,  and  of  the  following  annuity  of  135.  47.,  distinct 
from  the  overseer’s  general  account,  and  that  the  whole  amount  thereof  should 
be  annually  exhausted  in  distributions  either  of  bread  or  coals. 

Annuity  of  135.  47. 

An  annual  sum  of  13 5.  47.  is  paid  by  John  Darwin,  the  occupier  of  three 
closes  in  Laneham,  belonging  to  the  vicar  of  Applethorpe,  to  the  overseer  of 
the  poor  of  this  parish,  and  is  carried  to  his  general  account,  under  the  name 
of  Bread-money.  The  origin  of  this  payment  is  unknown.  Its  application  has 
been  stated  in  the  account  of  the  Poors  Land. 


Laneham. 
Skelton’s  Charity. 


Fillingham’s 

Charity. 


Scrooby. 

Annuities  of 
1?.  and  135.  \d. 


Sutton-on-Lound. 

School,  including 
Taylor’s  Charity. 
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Skelton’s  Charity. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  state  that  William  Skelton , by  his  Will, 
the  date  of  which  was  unknown,  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  20/.  of  which 
10/.  was  vested  in  Elizabeth  Draper,  producing  10s.  a year,  and  10/.  was 
vested  in  John  Popple,  in  respect  of  which  no  interest  had  then  been  paid  for 
eight  years. 

Elizabeth  Draper  died  in  January  1815,  and  we  are  informed  that  she  used  to 
distribute  10s.  a year  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  until  the  time  of  her  death.  She 
is  stated  to  have  occupied  a large  farm  at  Rampton,  and  to  have  appointed  her 
son  Jonathan  Draper,  who  succeeded  to  her  farm  and  the  stock  upon  it,  her 
executor.  If  the  information  we  have  received  as  to  the  annual  payment  of 
10  s.  by  Mrs.  Draper  be  correct,  it  would  strongly  confirm  the  statement  in  the 
Parliamentary  Returns  that  the  principal  sum  had  come  to  her  hands,  and  we 
apprehend  that  in  that  event  her  personal  estate  in  the  hands  of  her  son  would 
be  chargeable  with  the  payment  of  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

Mrs.  Anne  Warrener,  who  is  possessed  of  a small  property  in  this  parish, 
holds  a sum  of  10/.,  which  probably  constitutes  the  sum  formerly  vested  in 
John  Popple,  and  she  distributes  10s.  annually,  as  the  interest  thereof,  to  the 
poor. 

Fillingham’s  Charity. 

Sarah  Fillingham  by  her  Will,  bearing  date  10th  July  1821,  and  proved  in 
the  Prerogative  Court  of  York  in  October  1800,  shortly  after  the  death  of  the 
testatrix,  charged  her  close,  called  the  Clay-half,  in  the  parish  of  Laneham, 
with  the  yearly  payment  of  20s.  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  that  parish,  to  be  distributed  at  their  discretion  on  1st  April  and  lltli  Oc- 
tober, amongst  the  honest  widows  residing  within  the  said  parish,  and  she 
appointed  Samuel  Ridge  and  Samuel  Banks  her  executors. 

We  are  informed  that  after  the  death  of  the  testatrix,  10s.  being  the  amount 
of  one  half  year’s  payment  of  this  charity,  was  distributed  to  poor  persons  of  the 
parish  ; that  subsequently  the  Clay-half-close,  which  is  stated  to  contain  an  acre 
and  a half,  was  sold  to  John  Wilcocks  by  auction,  and  that  in  the  particulars  of 
sale  it  was  stated  to  be  charged  with  this  annual  payment ; the  devise  is  how- 
ever void  under  the  Act  of  9 Geo.  2,  c.  36. 


PARISH  OF  SCROOBY. 

Annuities  of  11.  and  13s.  4 d. 

The  Parliamentary  Returns  of  1786  mention  two  annual  sums,  one  of  1 /., 
and  the  other  of  13s.  4 d.,  as  having  been  given  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  by 
some  unknown  persons,  the  former  of  which  appears  to  have  been  then  received 
from  Jonathan  Acklom,  and  the  latter  from  Henry  Cavendish. 

The  annual  sum  of  1 /.  is  now  paid  by  Viscount  Althorp,  as  the  owner  of  an 
estate  in  this  parish,  formerly  belonging  to  Jonathan  Acklom,  esq.,  but  it  is  not 
known  what  particular  lands  are  charged  therewith. 

The  annual  sum  of  13s.  4 d.  is  now  paid  by  Viscount  Galway,  as  the  owner  of 
two  closes  called  the  South  Close  and  the  North  Close,  containing  together 
more  than  forty  acres,  purchased  by  his  lordship  from  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
in  1813,  subject  to  this  payment  to  the  poor  of  Scrooby. 

These  two  sums  are  received  by  the  churchwardens,  and  are  distributed  with 
the  alms  collected  at  the  sacrament,  partly  at  Easter  and  partly  at  Michaelmas, 
amongst  poor  widows  and  others  of  the  parish. 


PARISH  OF  SUTTON-ON-LOUND. 

School,  including  Taylor’s  Charity. 

By  Deed  Poll  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  Jane  Fox,  bearing  date  13th  May 
1742,  reciting  that  Richard  Taylor,  by  a codicil  to  his  V ill,  bearing  date 
18th  May  I7S7,  directed  that  70/.,  part  of  a sum  of  500/.  therein  mentioned, 
* should 
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should  be  paid  to  his  brother  John  Taylor,  to  be  employed  for  the  use  of  poor  Sutton  on  Lonnd. 
children  in  Sutton-on-Lound  as  the  said  John  Taylor  should  think  most  proper;  School  1 1 df 
and  reciting,  that  the  said  sum  of  70/.  was  accordingly  paid  to  the  said  John  TayloA'cbarity^ 
Taylor,  and  the  interest  applied  by  him  in  his  life-time  according  to  the  direc-  continued. 

tions  of  the  donor,  and  that  that  sum  was  still  out  at  interest  in  his  name  : It  v 1 

was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Jane  Fox,  as  the  executrix  of  the  said  John  Taylor, 
for  the  better  establishing  the  said  charity  as  she  thought  most  for  the  benefit 
of  the  said  poor  children,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  said  John  Taylor  intended  to 
have  settled  the  same  in  case  he  had  survived  his  late  illness,  having  prepared  but 
not  executed  instruments  for  that  purpose,  declared  and  directed  that  the  said 
sum  of  70  /.  should  be  vested  in  the  said  Jane  Fox,  Robert  Mower,  John  Bingley, 
and  Adam  Lugg,  and  the  vicar  of  Sutton  for  the  time  being,  and  such  other 
persons  as  should  from  time  to  time  be  chosen  trustees,  on  trust,  that  the  same 
should  be  continued  at  interest  on  the  then  security,  or  called  in  and  put  out 
again  in  the  names  of  the  trustees,  and  the  interest  thereof  employed  by  them 
yearly  for  teaching  such  and  so  many  poor  children  of  Sutton  and  Lound  to 
read,  as  the  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  think  proper  ; and  that 
they  should  have  power  to  appoint  a fit  master  or  mistress,  who  should  also 
teach  the  said  children  the  Church-catechism,  and  should  be  accountable  to 
the  trustees  for  their  conduct  in  educating  the  children,  and  be  liable  to  be 
removed  by  them  at  their  pleasure ; and  on  trust,  that  as  often  as  one  or  more 
of  the  trustees  should  die,  or  refuse  or  neglect  to  act,  the  other  trustees  might 
choose  one  or  more  fit  persons  to  act  in  the  trust,  so  that  there  might  never  be 
less  than  three  acting  trustees  besides  the  vicar  of  Sutton  for  the  time  being ; 
and  that  in  case  of  any  neglect  or  refusal  to  fill  up  the  number,  the  said  charity- 
money  and  trust  should  be  vested  in  the  vicar,  churchwardens,  and  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  Sutton-on-Lound,  and  their  successors  for  the  time  being. 

This  legacy  is  understood  to  have  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  112/.  10 s. 
stock  in  the  late  4-per-cents,  now  reduced  to  3^  per  cents,  standing  in  the 
names  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hurt,  George  Kelk,  Henry  Bagshaw,  and  Thomas 
Walker,  the  dividends  of  which  amount  to  31.  18a1.  8 d.  per  annum. 

In  1783,  a school,  and  a house  for  the  residence  of  a schoolmaster  adjoining 
thereto,  were  built  on  a parcel  of  land  lying  between  the  two  villages  of  Sutton 
and  Lound,  on  the  side  of  the  road.  The  funds  with  which  this  building  was 
erected  appear,  from  a memorandum  produced  to  us,  to  have  consisted  of  a sum 
raised  by  subscription  of  the  inhabitants,  a balance  in  hand  of  the  interest  of 
Taylor’s  legacy  above  mentioned,  a sum  arising  from  the  rent  of  the  lands 
awarded  on  the  Sutton  inclosure  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  as  hereinafter 
stated,  and  a surplus  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  of  that 
inclosure  ; the  whole  amounting  nearly  to  100/. 

A few  years  before  this  time  an  inclosure  had  taken  place  of  the  open  fields, 
meadows,  &c.  in  this  parish,  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  177-5.  By 
the  award  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under  that  Act,  dated  in  1778,  an 
allotment,  being  part  of  the  fields,  containing  1a.  3r.  23p.,  and  another  allot- 
ment, being  part  of  the  meadows,  containing  one  acre,  were  awarded  to  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Sutton,  and  their  successors,  for  the 
time  being,  in  lieu  of  all  the  estate,  right  and  interest,  belonging  to  the  said 
overseers  in  the  open  fields,  meadows,  &c.  in  the  said  parish ; and  by  the  same 
award  two  allotments  were  made  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of 
Lound,  one  being  part  of  the  fields,  containing  2a.  Or.  23 p.,  and  the  other 
being  part  of  the  meadows,  containing  1 a.  Or.  16p.,  in  lieu  of  all  their  estate 
and  interest  in  the  same  fields,  meadows,  &c. 

We  are  not  enabled  to  state  what  the  interests  of  the  poor,  or  of  the  respec- 
tive overseers,  in  the  fields  and  meadows  previously  to  the  inclosure  consisted 
of,  in  respect  of  which  these  allotments  were  made. 

The  two  field-allotments  adjoin  to  each  other,  and  to  the  ground  on  which 
the  school  was  built.  The  two  allotments  of  meadow  also  adjoin  to  each  other, 
and  are  situate  on  the  river  Idle,  at  some  distance  from  the  school. 

We  are  informed  that  after  the  building  of  the  school  it  was  agreed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  two  townships  of  Sutton  and  Lound  that  the  lands  thus 
allotted  should  be  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  schoolmaster.  We  are 
also  informed  that  in  1813  the  above-mentioned  four  gentlemen  in  whom  the 
stock  derived  from  Taylor’s  charity  is  now  vested,  were,  together  with  Mr.  George 
Raynes,  appointed  by  deed  trustees  of  the  school  and  of  the  above-mentioned 
Rep.  19.  3 L 3 stock. 
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School,  including 
Taylor’s  Charity, 
continued. 


stock.  This  deed  could  not  be  found  at  the  time  of  our  Investigation,  (August 
1827,)  but  from  a draft  of  it  which  was  produced  to  us  it  appears  to  have  related 
only  to  the  school-house,  and  the  parcel  of  land  on  which  it  was  built,  and  to 
the  stock  purchased  with  the  money  arising  from  Taylor’s  charity  ; but  the 
same  persons  have  also  acted  as  trustees  of  the  allotted  lands,  which  contain  in 
the  whole  6a.  Or.  22 p.,  and  are  now  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Radford,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  24/.  per  annum.  The  schoolmaster,  who  was 
appointed  by  the  trustees,  with  their  permission  receives  this  rent  from  the 
tenant,  and  also  the  dividends  of  the  before-mentioned  stock  through  the  Retford 
bank. 

Some  free  children  were  formerly  taught  at  this  school,  and  it  appears  to  us 
that,  at  least  in  respect  of  Taylor’s  gift,  a few  children  ought  to  receive  gra- 
tuitous instruction,  the  number  being  proportioned  to  the  income  derived  from 
it.  But  on  the  appointment  of  the  present  schoolmaster,  which  took  place  soon 
after  the  trust-deed  of  1813  was  made,  it  was  thought  better  by  the  trustees 
that  the  school  should  be  open  to  all  the  children  of  the  parish  on  payment 
of  3d.  each  per  week,  and  that  plan  was  therefore  adopted,  and  has  since  been 
acted  on. 

At  the  time  of  our  Investigation  there  were  about  30  children  of  the  parish 
(boys  and  girls)  in  the  school,  who  were  instructed  in  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic. 


Annuities  for  the 
Poor. 


Annuities  for  the  Poor. 

The  following  annual  sums  are  received  annually  in  equal  moieties  by  the 
respective  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  two  townships  of  Sutton  and  Lound, 
which  comprise  the  whole  of  this  parish,  and  maintain  their  poor  separately, 
but  no  documents  can  be  found  relating  to  them  : 

1.  An  annual  sum  of  2/.,  paid  by  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  the  tenant,  under  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  of  a farm  called  Danes  Hill  Farm,  partly  in  Sutton,  and 
partly  in  Lound : 

2.  An  annual  sum  of  105.,  paid  by  Mr.  George  Walker,  as  the  owner  of 
a house  at  Lound  called  Chapel  House  : 

3.  An  annual  sum  of  10s.,  paid  by  John  Eyre,  as  the  occupier  of  a house  in 
East  Retford  called  the  Old  Sun  Inn,  as  tenant,  to  the  corporation  of  East 
Retford  : 

4.  An  annual  sum  of  2s.,  paid  by  Mr.  George  Johnson,  as  the  owner  of  an 
estate  in  the  township  of  Lound. 

There  is  also  an  annual  sum  of  10s.  paid  out  of  an  estate  lying  partly  in 
Sutton,  and  partly  in  Lound,  the  property  of  the  Honourable  John  Bridgeman 
Simpson,  and  Benjamin  Fearnly,  esquire,  in  undivided  moieties.  It  is  paid  by 
Mr.  George  Kelk,  who  rents  a part  of  this  estate  on  account  of  the  owners. 
The  whole  of  this  annual  sum  has  during  the  last  six  or  seven  years  been  paid 
to  the  overseer  of  the  township  of  Sutton,  but  previously  one  moiety  of  it  had 
been  paid  to  the  overseer  of  Lound.  No  reason  is  assigned  for  this  alteration, 
and  it  would  seem  therefore  that  the  poor  of  Lound  are  entitled  to  one  moiety 
of  it. 

To  the  portion  of  these  annual  sums  received  by  the  overseers  of  Sutton  are 
added  an  annual  sum  of  10s.  paid  out  of  the  poors  rates  of  that  township,  which 
is  understood  to  be  the  interest  of  money  given  to  the  poor  at  some  former 
period,  and  laid  out  on  a bridge  over  the  river  Idle,  called  Chain  Bridge,  which 
was  built,  and  is  repaired  at  the  expense  of  these  two  townships,  and  a sum  of 
7 s.  paid  by  the  owner  of  a blacksmith’s  shop  in  the  village  of  Sutton. 

The  sums  thus  received  by  the  overseer  of  Sutton,  to  the  amount  of  2/.  18  s., 
and  those  received  by  the  overseer  of  Lound,  to  the  amount  of  1/.  11s.  per 
annum,  are  distributed  by  them  respectively  about  Easter,  in  small  sums, 
amongst  widows  and  other  poor  persons  of  their  respective  townships. 
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Hundred  of  Bosmere  and 
Claydon : 

Parish  of  Ash  Booking : 

The  Town  Estate. 

Parish  of  Bramford : 

Acton’s  charity. 

Brooke’s  charity. 

Poors  houses. 

Parish  of  Coddenharn ; 

Gardemau’s  charity. 

Lady  Catherine  Garde- 
mau’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Flowton : 

The  poors  land. 

Parish  of  Henley ; 

Vere’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Somersham : 

The  town  land. 

Parish  of  Swilland : 

Poors  land. 

Parish  of  Westerfield: 

Collett’s  and  Brooks’s  cha- 
rities. 

Poors  houses. 

Hundred  of  Carlford: 
Parish  of  Tuddenham : 

Knapp’s  and  Minter’s  cha- 
rities. 

Hundred  of  Colneis: 

Parish  of  Levington : 

The  church -estate. 
Hitcham’s  almshouses. 

Liberty  of  Ipswich  ; 

Town  of  Ipswich : 

Charities  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  bailiffs,  bur- 
gesses and  commonalty  of 
Ipswich : 

Felaw’s  gift. 


Town  of  Ipswich — continued. 

Tooley’s  and  Smart’s  cha- 
rities. 

The  grammar-school. 
Christ’s  Hospital. 

Allen’s,  Scrivener’s,  Bur- 
roughs’s, and  Martin’s 
charity. 

Cutler’s  charity. 
Osmond’s  and  Tyler’s 
charities. 

Crane’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Saint  Clement : 

The  parish  almshouses. 
Robinson’s  charity. 
Wright’s  charity, — The 
workhouse. 

Green’s  charity. 

Cole’s  gift. 

Larke’s  charity. 

Dorkin’s  charity. 

Brown’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Saint  Lawrence : 

Bloss’s  charity. 

Sayer’s  gift. 

Colman’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Saint  Margaret ; 

The  parish-land. 
Bread-charity  estates. 

Poors  cottages. 

Dade’s  gift. 

Martin’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Saint  Mary  Elms ; 

Kerrington’s  gift. 

Smyth’s  almshouses. 

Hunt’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Saint  Mary  Key  : 

The  poors  estate. 

Ryecroft’s  gift. 

Sorrel’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Saint  Mary  Stoke : 

Thurston’s  charity. 

Thorne’s  gift. 

Poors  cottages. 


Parish  of  Saint  Mary  at  the 
Tower : 

Caston’s  and  Robinson's 
gifts. 

Parker’s  and  Neave’s  gifts. 
Sayre’s  gift. 

Rednall's  gift. 

Parish  of  Saint  Matthew : 
Daundy’s  almshouses. 
Sheppard’s  ditto. 

Bread  charities. 

Gibbon’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Saint  Nicholas : 
Cutler’s  gift. 

Kerrington’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Saint  Peter  : 

Sorrel’s  gift. 

Blomfield’s  gift. 

Thorne’s  gift. 

Blythe’s  gift. 

Chappie’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Saint  Stephen : 
Reynolds’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Wliitton-cum-Thurls- 
ton: 

The  poors  land. 

Hundred  of  Sampford: 
Parish  of  Bentley : 

Duke’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Holbrook : 

Poors  money. 

Lost  charity. 

Parish  of  Sproughton : 

Bread  charity. 

Poors  cottage. 

Parish  of  Tattingstone : 

Poors  tenements. 

General  Charity: 
Pemberton’s  charity. 


COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK. 

HUNDRED  OF  BOSMERE  AND  CLAYDEN. 

PARISH  OF  ASH  BOOKING. 

* The  Town  Estate. 

A farm  called  the  Bursses,  comprising  a house,  outbuildings,  and  about  26  Ash  Booking. 

acres  of  land,  in  different  parcels,  appears  to  have  been  originally  settled  or  

given  for  pious  and  public  uses,  by  John  Austin , in  1432,  and  has  been  vested  The  Town  Estate, 
from  time  to  time  in  feoffees,  upon  trust,  to  apply  the  rents  to  the  purposes  ^ ' 

3 L 4 mentioned 
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Ash  Booking.  mentioned  in  an  ancient  schedule,  by  which  it  is  directed  that  the  feoffees 

should  let  the  tenement  and  lands  to  the  best  advantage,  and  for  terms  not 

* continued Ute>  exceeding  three  years,  unless  with  the  consent  of  the  most  part  of  the  inha- 
v ■ v — bitants;  that  the  rents  and  profits  should  be  kept  in  the  church-hutch,  of 
which  the  feoffees  should  have  one  key,  and  the  churchwardens  another,  and 
be  applied  towards  payment  of  fifteenths,  the  reparations  of  the  church,  and 
other  things  belonging  to  the  church,  by  the  direction  of  the  parishioners,  and 
the  residue,  if  any,  be  bestowed  and  given  to  the  poor  of  the  town,  by  the 
direction  of  the  feoffees ; that  accounts  should  be  rendered  of  the  rents  and 
profits,  and  the  application  of  them,  yearly  on  All  Saint’s-day,  in  the  presence  of 
so  many  of  the  parish  as  should  attend ; and  that  the  feoffees  when  reduced 
to  two  or  three,  should,  at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants,  or  the  greater  number 
of  them,  convey  the  estate  to  10  other  honest  men  to  the  same  uses. 

The  last  trust-deed  was  made  in  1789,  by  which  John  Medows  Theobald, 
esq.,  and  others  since  deceased,  were  nominated  trustees,  and  Mr.  Theobald 
has  for  many  years  solely  acted  as  trustee  in  the  management  of  the  estate,  and 
the  receipt  and  application  of  the  rents.  The  deed  of  1789  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  executed  by  all  the  parties,  but  the  legal  estate  in  the  farm 
appears  to  be  vested  either  solely  in  Mr.  Theobald,  or  partly  in  him  and  partly 
in  Mileson  Edgar,  esq.,  the  survivor  of  a former  set  of  feoffees.  It  has  become 
expedient  that  new  trustees  should  be  appointed ; we  have  therefore  recom- 
mended that  proper  persons  should  be  chosen  at  a vestry-meeting  of  the 
parishioners,  and  that  a conveyance  should  be  made  to  them  by  Mr.  Theobald 
and  Mr.  Edgar,  which  recommendation  we  are  given  to  expect  will  be  complied 
with. 

The  farm  is  occupied  by  Mrs.  Dawson,  widow,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  2 51. 
a year.  From  1803  to  1813  the  rent  was  24/. ; from  that  year  to  1823,  30/. 
per  annum,  and  was  then  reduced  to  2 51.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  property 
might  be  let  for  32/.  a year,  and  the  rent  ought  therefore  to  be  raised. 

Mr.  Theobald  has  applied  the  income  in  repairs  of  the  farm-buildings,  the 
payment  of  land-tax,  and  quit-rents,  the  repairs  of  the  church,  and  in  donations 
of  money  to  poor  belonging  to  the  parish  recommended  by  the  churchwardens. 
He  has  generally  retained  a balance  in  hand,  and  the  balance  in  his  account 
ending  in  182G  was  58/.  3 s.  10  Id. 

There  seem  no  grounds  for  imputing  misapplication  ; but  we  think  accounts 
should  have  been  rendered  to  the  parishioners,  and  we  have  recommended 
that  the  trustees  to  be  appointed  should  submit  their  accounts  to  inspection 
yearly  at  a vestry-meeting,  and  take  the  advice  of  the  parishioners  as  to  the 
application  of  the  income  for  such  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  schedule 
as  have  not  become  obsolete.  It  has  been  suggested  that  a part  of  the  revenues 
would  be  advantageously,  for  the  poor  inhabitants,  applied  towards  the  support 
of  a Sunday-school ; and  such  application,  if  the  parishioners  consent,  would, 
it  appears  to  us,  be  commendable. 


PARISH  OF  BRAMFORD. 

Acton’s  Charity. 

Bramford.  William  Acton,  by  Will,  dated  19th  January  1703,  gave  to  the  poor  of  the 

— - . parish  of  Bramford  200/.,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  to  be  settled 

ctons  ant}  . Up0n  ^]ie  overseers  of  the  parish  for  the  time  being,  in  trust,  that  the  overseers 
should  four  times  in  every  year  distribute  to  such  poor  in  the  parish  as  should 
most  want  the  same,  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises,  in  meat,  bread,  or 
other  necessaries,  as  they  should  think  fit,  and  render  an  account  of  their 
receipts  and  disbursements  to  the  townsmen  at  their  four  quarterly  meetings. 

The  legacy  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  property  at  Stow  Upland,  con- 
sisting of  a cottage  and  about  14  acres  of  land,  which  are  let  to  John  Cobbold, 
as  yearly  tenant,  at  20/.  a year,  the  fair  annual  value. 

There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  poors  houses  after  mentioned  formed 
part  of  the  property  purchased  with  the  legacy  of  200  /.,  but  this  we  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  as  the  conveyance-deed  is  not  to  be  found. 

The  land  was  exonerated  from  liability  to  tithes  at  the  voluntary  expense  of 
Nathaniel  Lee  Acton,  esq.  in  1796. 


The 
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The  rent  of  the  cottage  and  land  is  distributed  amongst  the  poor  persons 
belonging  to  the  parish,  in  different  sums,  according  to  the  size  of  their  families 
and  their  peculiar  necessities,  by  the  churchwardens  at  a parish-meeting. 

Brooke’s  Charity. 

The  sum  of  51.  a year,  given  by  the  Will  of  Francis  Brooke , for  the  poor, 

is  charged  on  a farm  belonging  to  the  Rev. Brooke,  of  Ufford,  near 

Wickham  Market,  and  is  paid  by  the  occupier.  It  is  added  to  and  distributed 
with  the  rent  of  the  poors  land. 

Poors  Houses. 

Three  tenements  under  one  roof  in  Bramford  are  occupied  by  poor  widows, 
generally  six  in  number,  who  are  placed  therein  by  the  parishioners,  and  the 
buildings  are  kept  in  repair  at  the  parish  expense. 


PARISH  OF  CODDENHAM. 

Gardemau’s  Charity. 

By  a Deed,  dated  5th  May  1736,  enrolled  in  Chancery,  the  Rev.  Balsiiazar 
Gardemau,  and  Lady  Catherine  his  wife,  settled  certain  messuages,  tithes,  lands, 
nd  hereditaments  in  Coddenham,  in  trustees,  for  the  use  of  the  vicar  of  Cod- 
denham  and  his  successors,  subject,  among  other  things,  to  a condition  that  the 
vicar  for  the  time  being  should,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  yearly,  between 
Michaelmas  and  Christmas,  lay  out  51.  in  clothes,  to  be  worn  by  such  poor 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  as  he  should  think  worthy  objects  of  having  the 
same. 

In  compliance  with  this  condition  the  vicar  yearly  expends  5 /.  in  clothing, 
which  he  gives  to  three  poor  men  and  three  poor  women  of  the  parish. 

Lady  Catherine  Gardemau’s  Charity. 

Lady  Catherine  Gardemau , by  deed,  dated  31st  May  1753,  enrolled  in 
Chancery,  conveyed  to  trustees  a messuage  and  52  a 1 r.  of  land  in  the  parishes 
of  Mendlesham  and  Earl  Stonham,  upon  trust,  for  teaching  15  poor  boys 
belonging  to  the  parish  of  Coddenham  to  read,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  and 
15  poor  girls  belonging  to  the  parish  to  read,  write,  knit,  and  sew,  for  each  of 
which  respective  purposes  the  sum  of  10/.  should  be  applied,  and  40s.  a year 
for  books,  paper,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  poor  childrens  education  ; and 
it  was  directed,  that  if  at  any  time  a sufficient  number  of  poor  children  should 
not  be  found  in  the  parish  of  Coddenham  to  accept  the  charity,  the  deficiency 
should  be  made  up  of  poor  children  belonging  to  the  adjoining  hamlet  of  Crow- 
field  ; and  that  the  remainder  of  the  rents  and  prolits  of  the  estate,  after  deduct- 
ing all  necessary  charges  and  disbursements,  should  be  applied  and  disposed  of 
for  such  charitable  purposes,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of 
Coddenham,  as  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  in  their  discretion,  should  think 
fit ; that  one  of  the  trustees  should  be  appointed  treasurer,  and  when  the 
trustees  should  be  reduced  in  number  to  two,  they  should  appoint  new  trustees, 
the  owner  of  Sln  ubland  Hall  and  the  vicar  of  Coddenham  to  be  always  two  of 
the  trustees. 

The  present  trustees,  to  whom  and  others  the  estate  was  conveyed  in  1791, 
are  Sir  William  Middleton,  of  Shrubland  Hall,  bart.,  Mileson  Edgar,  esq., 
the  Rev.  John  Longe,  vicar  of  Coddenham,  and  the  Rev.  William  Kirby. 
Mr.  Longe  acts  as  treasurer,  and  keeps  the  accounts,  which  ere  audited  yearly 
by  the  trustees. 

The  estate  (of  which  the  land-tax  has  been  redeemed)  is  in  the  occupation 
of  Samuel  Smith,  who  had  a lease  which  lately  expired,  and  now  holds  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  75/.  a year,  which  may  be  considered  the  fair 
annual  value  at  present,  regard  being  had  to  the  amount  of  the  poor-rates  in 
the  parish  of  Mendlesham,  which  are  very  heavy. 

There  is  a commodious  school-house  belonging  to  the  charity,  in  the  parish 
of  Coddenham,  which  was  erected  by  the  foundress,  with  a garden,  and  play- 
ground of  about  half  an  acre.  The  master  occupies  the  house,  and  the  two 
lower  rooms  in  it  are  used  as  school-rooms. 
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Coddenham. 

Cath.  Gardemau’s 
Charity, 
continued. 


There  are  now  50  poor  children  taught  in  the  schools,  25  of  each  sex.  The 
boys  and  girls  are  taught  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  by  the  master,  and  the 
girls  needlework  by  his  wife.  The  school  is  in  connection  with  the  Suffolk 
branch  of  the  National  School  Society,  and  is  conducted  upon  the  National 
school  system. 

The  number  of  children  was  increased  from  30  to  50  in  1810.  The  estate 
was  for  a short  time  let  for  120/.  a year,  and  when  the  income  was  more  consi- 
derable than  at  present,  clothing  was  provided  for  all  the  children,  but  they  are 
now  supplied  with  shoes  and  stockings  only.  The  salary  paid  to  the  master 
and  his  wife  is  45/.  per  annum,  and  the  surplus  of  the  rents  is  exhausted  in  the 
payment  of  expenses  of  insurance,  repairs,  books  and  stationery,  and  the 
clothing  supplied  to  the  children.  The  whole  income  is  thus  applied  upon  the 
school,  the  trustees  considering  themselves  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  it  in  that 
manner,  under  the  powers  conferred  on  them  by  the  deed  of  foundation. 

Children  of  Crowfield  hamlet  are  admitted  into  the  school  when  there  are 
not  enough  from  Coddenham  to  make  up  the  whole  number;,  to  the  extent 
of  30.  The  scholars  are  required  to  be  children  of  parents  legally  settled  in 
Coddenham  or  Crowfield,  the  rest  being  children  of  settled  inhabitants,  or  of 
other  poor  inhabitants. 


PARISH  OF  FLOWTON. 

The  Poors  Land. 

Flowton.  A piece  of  land,  5 a.  3r.,  was  wholly,  or  in  part,  purchased  with  2G/.,  bene- 

factions  of  Robert  Deerhaugh  and  William  Vesey,  and  was  conveyed  by 

ie  oors  an.  jn(jenturej  the  20th  June  1674,  under  the  directions  of  a Decree  of  Commis- 
sioners of  Charitable  Uses,  to  eight  trustees,  in  trust,  that  the  yearly  rent  should 
be  applied  by  the  trustees  for  the  maintenance  and  relieving  the  poor  of  the 
parish  of  Flowton.  It  was  provided  by  the  deed  that  on  the  death  of  four  of 
the  trustees  the  land  should  be  settled  upon  the  survivors,  and  four  or  five 
other  sufficient  persons ; but  there  appears  to  have  been  no  subsequent  convey- 
ance in  trust,  and  the  estate  has  long  been  under  the  management  of  the  rector 
and  churchwardens. 

The  land  is  let  to  Mr.  John  Hunt,  the  owner  of  adjoining  property,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of  81.  8 s.,  which  is  the  fair  annual  value,  and  the 
rent  is  distributed  by  the  rector  and  churchwardens,  with  the  advice  of  the 
parishioners,  at  a meeting  in  January  yearly,  among  poor  persons  belonging  to 
the  parish,  in  different  sums  according  to  their  necessities. 

For  the  convenience  of  occupation,  the  tenant,  Mr.  Hunt,  has  removed  the 
fences,  and  thrown  the  charity-land,  with  part  of  his  own,  into  one  field.  The 
charity-land  is  at  present  sufficiently  distinguishable,  but  to  prevent  confusion 
or  disputes  it  would  be  proper  to  mark  out  its  extent  by  stakes  or  other  boun- 
daries, which  we  have  recommended  to  be  done. 


PARISH  OF  HENLEY. 

Vere’s  Charity. 

Henley.  Thomas  Vere,  esq.,  by  a Codicil,  13th  of  February  1766,  gave  to  the  vicar 

of  Henley,  and  his  successors,  200/.  to  be  vested  in  the  three-per-cent  Bank 

Vere’s  Charity.  Annuities,  and  out  of  the  interest  he  directed  31.  to  be  given  annually  on  St. 

Thomas’s-day  by  the  vicar  to  the  most  industrious  poor  people  of  the  parish, 
and  the,  remaining  interest  he  gave  to  the  vicar,  on  condition  to  preach  a ser- 
mon upon  the  being  and  attributes  of  God  on  that  day  yearly,  and  constantly 
to  hear  the  children  of  the  parish  the  Church-catechism  in  the  church  every 
Sunday,  from  Easter  Sunday  to  Michaelmas-day ; and  he  gave  to  the  parish- 
clerk  annually  10s.  for  his  attendance. 

The  legacy  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  215/.  17$.  9 d.  three-per-cent 
Reduced  Annuities,  which  stock  now  stands  in  the  names  of  the  Rev.  John 
Longe,  of  Coddenham,  the  Rev.  Charles  Freeman  Millard,  vicar  of  Henley,  and 
John  Steward,  of  Norwich,  esq. 


Out 
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Out  of  the  dividends  of  the  stock  the  sum  of  10s.  is  paid  to  the  parish-clerk, 
and  the  sum  of  31.  a year  is  distributed  by  the  officiating  minister  and  church- 
warden among  poor  persons  who  attend  the  church,  in  sums  of  Is.  each  to 
widows,  and  6d.  a-piece  for  each  member  of  poor  families. 


PARISH  OF  SOMERSHAM. 

The  Town  Land. 

This  land,  as  to  which  no  deeds  or  writings  exist,  contains  1a.  3r.,  and  is  let 
at  a vestry-meeting  once  every  three  years.  The  present  rent  is  4/.  15  s.  a year, 
and  the  rent  is  distributed  at  Christmas  among  poor  persons  belonging  to  the 
parish  in  different  sums  according  to  the  size  of  their  families. 


PARISH  OF  SWILLAND. 

Poors  Land. 

A piece  of  land,  containing  about  three  roods,  formerly  annexed  to  a parish 
poor-house  which  was  taken  down  in  1808,  has  for  a long  period  been  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  the  poor.  When  annexed  to  the  poor-house  the  land  was 
let  for  8 s.  a year,  and  the  rent  distributed  amongst  the  poor;  and  when  the 
house  was  taken  down  it  was  resolved  at  a parish-meeting  that  the  land  should 
be  let  to  the  vicar  for  the  time  being  at  the  annual  rent  of  40s.,  or  for  what- 
ever sum  it  might  be  estimated  at,  at  a future  day,  and  that  the  rent  should  be 
given  to  the  poor  at  Christmas. 

The  land  adjoins  the  glebe,  and  continues  to  be  occupied  by  the  vicar  at 
40s.  a year,  which  exceeds  the  annual  value  ; and  the  rent  is  laid  out  by  the 
churchwardens  in  bread,  which  is  given  away  at  Christmas  among  poor  persons 
belonging  to  the  parish. 


PARISH  OF  WESTERFIELD. 

Collett’s  and  Brooks’s  Charity. 

Bridget  Collett , by  Will,  23d  September  16G2,  devised  a cottage  and  four 
acres  of  land  in  Claydon  to  the  churchwardens  of  Westerfield,  in  trust,  to  em- 
ploy the  rents  for  teaching  and  keeping  at  school  poor  children  born  in  the 
parish. 

The  premises  are  let  by  the  rector  and  churchwarden  p)  Joseph  Cooper,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  10/.  per  annum,  the  full  value.  Part  of  the  rent,  6/.  8 s.,  is 
paid  to  a schoolmistress  for  teaching  eight  poor  children  to  read  ; 2/.  10s.  are 
paid  to  the  master  of  a Sunday-school  for  girls,  and  the  remainder  is  laid  out, 
with  the  rent  of  the  poor  houses  after  mentioned,  in  the  purchase  of  bonnets, 
cloaks,  and  shoes,  and  books  distributed  among  the  children  of  the  Sunday- 
school. 

The  sum  of  300/.  bequeathed  by  James  Brooks  in  1755  was  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  32 31.  old  South  Sea  Annuities,  in  the  names  of  the  minister  and 
churchwardens  of  Westerfield  for  the  time  being,  upon  trust,  as  declared  by 
deed,  dated  8th  May  1761,  to  apply  one  half  of  the  dividends  in  the  purchase 
of  clothes  and  religious  books  for  poor  children  belonging  to  the  parish,  who 
should  have  been  sent  for  six  months  to  school,  and  the  other  half  in  buying 
coals  for  the  industrious  poor  of  Westerfield  not  receiving  parochial  relief. 

Of  the  dividends,  (Jl.  13  s.  8d.  a year,  the  greater  part  has  lately  been  laid  out 
in  coals  given  among  the  poor  generally,  the  remainder  being  laid  out  iN 
clothing.  We  think  this  charity  should  be  dispensed  with  more  close  attention 
to  the  specified  trusts. 

Poors  Houses. 

There  are  two  tenements  in  Westerfield  let  by  the  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers, and  the  rents,  6/.  a year,  are  applied  in  clothing  for  children. 
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HUNDRED  OF  CARLFORD. 

PARISH  OF  TUDDENHAM. 

Knapp’s  and  Minteu’s  Charity. 

] uddenham.  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  dated  the  4th  and  5th  November  1718, 

Knapp’s  and  reciting  that  George  Knapp,  by  M ill,  dated  the  13th  January  I672,  had  directed 
Winter’s  Charities,  his  executors  to  pay  yearly  to  the  town  of  Tuddenham  5/.,  to  be  laid  out  in  the 
repair  of  the  church,  and  that  William  Minter  and  other  inhabitants  of  Tudden- 
ham, had  obtained  a decree  in  the  Exchequer  in  a suit  for  recovering  the 
annuity,  and  that  in  performance  of  the  decree  the  sum  of  100/.  had  been  paid 
to  Minter,  and  that  lie,  with  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants,  had  laid  out  the 
same,  with  9,51.  of  his  own  monies,  in  the  purchase  of  the  lands  after  mentioned : 
It  is  witnessed,  that  Edmund  Colman,  in  consideration  of  1951.,  conveyed  unto 
William  Minter  and  his  heirs,  a close,  then  in  four  parcels,  containing  together 
by  estimation  18  acres,  called  Micklefields,  in  the  parish  of  Grundisburgh,  to 
the  intent  that  Roger  Pratt,  and  four  others  therein  named,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  should  receive  an  annuity  of  51.  (subject  to  Parliamentary  land-tax 
only)  out  of  the  premises,  on  the  29th  September,  upon  trust,  to  be  applied  as 
occasion  should  require  towards  the  repair  of  the  parish-church  of  Tuddenham, 
pursuant  to  the  will  of  George  Knapp,  and  subject  thereto  to  the  use  of  William 
Minter,  and  his  heirs. 

William  Minter,  by  Will,  dated  the  12th  October  I7S8,  after  reciting  that 
he  had  an  estate  of  8/.  a year  in  Grundisburgh,  which  was  vested  in  trustees  for 
payment  of  the  aforesaid  annuity  of  51.,  devised  the  overplus  of  the  rents  of  the 
estate,  after  payment  of  the  51.  yearly,  to  be  laid  out  towards  the  clothing  of 
such  poor  people  belonging  to  the  town  of  Tuddenham  as  any  twro  of  the  trus- 
tees named  in  the  deed  of  trust  of  1718,  or  any  two  trustees  thereafter  to  be 
named  should  under  their  hands  appoint. 

The  estate  was  last  conveyed  to  new  trustees,  of  whom  three  are  living,  by 
indentures  of  the  26th  and  27th  January  1798. 

The  land,  which  contains  19  acres,  or  thereabouts,  is  let  by  the  trustees  to 
James  Hayward,  on  lease  for  eight  years  from  Michaelmas  1821,  at  971.  a year, 
the  full  annual  value. 

The  sum  of  5 l.  a year  is  paid  to  the  churchwarden,  and  applied  to  the  repairs 
of  the  church,  and  the  residue  of  the  rent  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  clothing 
of  different  kinds,  distributed  among  poor  persons  belonging  to  the  parish. 
The  clothing  is  purchased  and  distributed,  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees,  by 
Mrs.  Minter,  a descendant  of  William  Minter  the  donor,  who  renders  an  account 
to  the  trustees,  or  one  of  them. 


HUNDRED  OF  COLNEIS. 

TARISII  OF  LEVINGTON. 

The  Church  Estate. 

Levington.  This  property,  which  is  copyhold,  and  consists  of  a double  tenement  with 

acres  of  land  in  the  parish"  of  Trimley  St.  Martin,  has  for  a long  period 

The  Church  Estate.  be;en  appropriated  to  the  repairs  and  service  of  the  church,  and  is  let  by  the 
churchwardens  to  Mrs.  Trimley,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of  15/., 
which  is  the  full  annual  value. 

The  rent  is  applied  by  the  churchwardens  to  the  ordinary  purpose  for  which 
a church-rate  is  applicable.  When  the  rent  is  insufficient  the  deficiency  is 
supplied  by  a rate,  and  when  it  is  more  than  sufficient  the  surplus  is  distributed 
among  poor  persons. 

Hitc ham’s  Almshouses. 

Hitcham’s  There  are  six  almshouses  in  this  parish  founded  and  endowed  by  Sir  Robert 

Almshouses.  Hitckam,  but  as  the  master  and  fellows  of  Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge,  are  the 

trustees  of  the  charity  we  have  made  no  further  inquiry  respecting  it. 
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LIBERTY  OF  IPSWICH. 


TOWN  OF  IPSWICH. 

Charities  under  the  Administration  of  the  Bailiffs,  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty 

of  Jpswich. 

Felaw’s  Gift. 

Richard  Felaw , by  Will,  dated  2d  January  1482,  devised  as  follows  : 

“ J will  that  my  mees  beyng  agayn  the  gate  of  the  Fryers  Preachers  in  Ips- 
“ wich,  be  ordained  to  be  for  ever  a common  school-house  and  dwelling-place 
“ or  a convenient  schoolmaster,  the  said  master  to  be  there  set  and  deputed 
“ oy  the  ordinary  of  the  diocese  of  Norwich,  at  the  nomination  of  the  baileys 
“ of  the  town  of  Ipswich  for  the  time  being,  which  master  so  named,  deputed 
“ and  set,  shall  have  the  said  mees  for  his  dwelling-place  and  school-house 
“ freely,  without  anything  therefore  yielding.  Also  the  said  master  shall  have 
“ to  him  and  his  successors  a messuage  with  a curtelage  adjoining  to  the  said 
“ messuage  on  the  north  side  of  the  same,  and  other  lands  and  tenements,  that 
“ is  to  say7,  three  closes  in  the  town  of  Whitton  and  within  the  lordship  of 
“ Brooks  Flail,  for  the  which  mees,  curtelage,  lands  and  tenements,  the  said 
“ master  for  the  time  being  shall  receive  and  teach  all  children  born  and  dwell- 
“ ing  within  the  said  town  of  Ipswich,  coming  to  the  said  school  freely,  without 
“ taking  of  anything  for  their  teaching,  except  children  of  such  persons  as  have 
“ lands  and  tenements  to  the  yearly  value  of  20s.,  or  else  goods  to  the  value  of 
“ 20/.  to  be  sold.  And  also  the  said  master  for  the  time  being  shall  keep  repara- 
“ tions  of  the  said  mees,  lands  and  tenements.  And  over  that,  the  said  master 
“ shall  keep  with  the  said  children  the  mass  of  our  ladyr,  by  note,  at  the  north 
“ alter  within  the  said  friers,  at  six  of  the  clock  on  the  morrow,  daily7.  And  this 
“ my  will  concerning  this  article  to  be  established  in  such  manner  and  form  as 
“ the  bayles  of  the  said  town  of  Ipswich  for  the  time  being,  and  mine  executors, 
“ by  the  advice  of  them  both  in  council,  shall  think  and  deem  most  profitable 
“ and  behoveful  by  their  discretions.  Also  I will  that  my7  mees  now  new  budded 
“ and  made  at  the  townsend,  with  a little  mees  thereby  on  the  south  part  of 
“ the  way  there,  and  with  two  closes  thereto,  new  purchased,  be  kept  and  con- 
“ tinued  for  an  house  of  alms  for  sick  folk,  by  the  advice  of  the  bailys  and 
“ mine  executors,  and  of  their  council,  as  is  expressed  in  the  other  article 
“ before  written.” 

The  property7  given  by  the  will  for  the  support  of  a schoolmaster  and  school 
was  probably,  for  some  time  after  the  death  of  the  donor,  applied  to  the  support 
of  the  grammar-school  then  existing  in  Ipswich  ; as  it  is  stated  in  a MS.  book 
relating  to  the  corporation  of  Ipswich,  compiled  by7  Mr.  Bacon,  who  was  re- 
corder of  the  borough  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  F’irst,  that  certain  lands  were 
demised  in  the  4th  year  of  Henry  8th,  to  one  Robert  Gooday,  under  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  lands  late  purchased  by  Mr.  Richard  Felaw  for  the  use  of  the  grammar 
schoolmaster  : but  on  the  establishment  of  a college  and  grammar-school  at  Ips- 
wich by  Cardinal  Wolsey,  the  property7  appears  to  have  been  given  up  at  the 
cardinal’s  desire,  by  or  with  the  consent  of  the  bailiffs,  portmen,  twenty7-four,  and 
some  of  the  commonalty  of  Ipswich,  to  the  dean  and  canons  of  the  cardinal’s 
college.  After  the  dissolution  of  the  college,  which  took  place  soon  after  Car- 
dinal Wolsey’s  fall,  the  corporation  of  Ipswich  appear  to  have  taken  or  resum- 
ed possession  of  the  property  •,  but  to  what  purpose  they  applied  the  rents  and 
profits  until  the  17th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth  does  not  appear;  in  that  year 
however,  w7hich  was  soon  after  the  establishment  of  the  hospital  called  Christ’s 
Hospital,  in  Ipswich,  an  order  of  great  court  of  the  corporation  was  made,  that 
the  profits  of  the  lands  called  the  Grammar-school  Lands,  should  be  employed 
to  the  use  of  the  poor  in  the  hospital ; and  a similar  order  was  made  in  the 
36th  Elizabeth  ; and  the  property  has  ever  since,  with  such  exceptions  as  will  be 
mentioned  in  the  account  of  Christ’s  Hospital  and  the  Grammar  School,  been 
appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  hospital. 

It  has  been  contended  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  this  property  ought  to  go  to- 
wards the  support  of  the  present  grammar-school  at  Ipswich,  on  these  grounds;  viz. 
that  there  was  a grammar-school  existing  there  at  and  before  the  date  of  Felaw’s 
Rep.  19.  3 M 3 will* 
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Will*,  and  the  lands  are  mentioned  in  the  passage  in  Bacon’s  MS.  book  above 
referred  to,  as  having  been  purchased  by  Felaw  for  the  grammar  schoolmaster ; 
and  that  by  sundry  different  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  corporation  the  property 
has  been  recognized  or  mentioned  as  grammar-school  lands.  On  the  other  hand 
it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  terms  of  Felaw’s  will  point  rather  to  a school  then  to 
be  established,  than  to  the  then  existing  grammar-school ; and  it  is  extraordinary, 
if  the  property  belonged  to  the  grammar-school,  that  no  reference  should  be 
made  to  it  in  the  charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  whereby  the  grammar-school  was 
re-established,  although  the  salaries  of  the  master  and  usher  are  mentioned  and 
provision  is  made  for  them  in  that  instrument. 

The  authority  of  the  corporation  to  appropriate  to  the  use  of  Christ’s  Hos- 
pital the  messuages  and  lands  given  by  Felaw  for  a different  purpose,  may  rea- 
sonably be  questioned  •,  but  considering  the  doubt  that  exists  whether  the  gram- 
mar-school ever  had  any  interest  in  the  property,  and  the  great  length  of  time 
that  it  has  been  enjoyed  by  Christ’s  Hospital,  we  think  it  would  not  be  expe- 
dient to  consider  the  question  regarding  the  light  of  the  hospital  to  the  property 
as  any  longer  open  to  discussion. 

The  lands  devised  by  Felaw  for  the  support  of  an  almshouse  now  probably 
form  part  of  an  estate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Stoke,  held  by  Christ’s  Hospital ; 
and  there  is  some  reason  to  suppose  that  certain  houses  in  that  parish,  occupied 
by  poor  persons  maintained  under  Smart’s  charity  in  Ipswich,  are  built  upon 
the  site  of  the  messuages  devised  by  Felaw  for  a house  of  alms. 

Tooley’s  and  Smart’s  Charities. 

Tooley’s  Foundation. 

Tooley’s aridSmart’s  Henry  Tooley,  by  Will,  dated  4th  November  1550,  directed  his  executors  to 
Charities.  cause  an  almshouse  to  be  erected  in  Ipswich  for  ten  lame  or  aged  and  decrepid 
persons,  unable  to  get  their  living ; and  after  directing  in  what  manner  the 
rents  and  profits  of  his  real  estates  should  be  applied  for  20  years  after  his  death, 
he  willed  that  at  the  end  of  that  period  his  manors  and  estates  in  the  will  men- 
tioned should  remain  to  his  executors,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  intent  that  so 
much  as  they  might  think  requisite  should  be  employed  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  almshouse,  and  of  the  poor  persons  therein,  and  that  after  providing  for 
those  purposes,  so  much  as  the  executors  might  think  requisite  should  be  yearly 
bestowed  by  them  upon  the  reparations  of  the  highways,  and  also  upon  the 
repairs  of  the  almshouse,  and  of  the  houses  and  farms  thereby  given,  and  in  and 
about  other  deeds  of  charity  which  his  executors  should  think  requisite  for 
his  soul. 

A license  was  obtained  from  the  Crown  in  1556,  enabling  the  executors  to 
establish  an  amshouse  in  Ipswich  in  pursuance  of  the  will,  and  to  grant  the 
testator’s  real  estates  to  the  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  Ipswich,  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  almshouse,  and  for  the  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges  ; 
and  also  to  make  rules  and  orders  between  them,  (the  executors,)  and  the  bailiffs, 
burgesses  and  commonalty,  for  the  governance  of  the  almshouse  and  the  poor 
therein,  and  enabling  the  bailiffs,  &c.  to  carry  such  rules  and  orders  into 
execution,  and  to  appoint  officers  and  servants  for  that  purpose. 

By  the  advice  of  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal,  a deed  for 
settling  and  regulating  the  charity,  dated  the  16th  of  July  1562,  was  made 
between  the  then  Bishop  of  Norwich,  of  the  first  part,  the  executors  of  Tooley, 
of  the  second  part,  and  the  bailiffs,  &c.  of  Ipswich,  of  the  third  part ; by  which 
it  was  among  other  things  ordained,  that  a house,  in  five  lodgings  or  tenements, 
should  be  provided  for  ten  poor  persons,  to  be  chosen  out  of  the  poor  inhabit- 
ants of  Ipswich,  and  that  the  poor  people  should  be  supplied  with  bedding 
and  furniture,  and  have  each  of  them  6d.  a wreek,  and  every  second  year  a 
livery  and  badge,  and  have  every  year  100  faggots  of  wood  for  each  of  the 
five  houses,  and  such  of  them  as  should  be  visited  with  sickness  should  have 
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* Note. — This  appears  from  two  orders  of  Great  Court,  one  held  17th  Edward  4 (1477),  whereby 
it  was  ordered  “ that  the  master  of  the  grammar-school  shall  have  the  government  of  all  the 
scholars  within  the  liberties  of  this  town  (excepting  little  ones  called  Apes  Eyes),  taking  such  salary 
as  by  the  Bishop  of  Norwich  is  appointed;”  and  the  other,  held  in  22  Edward  4 (1482),  whereby  it 
was  ordered  that  “ every  burgess  inhabitant  should  pay  to  the  master  of  the  grammar-school  for 
a boy,  8 d.  per  quarter,  and  no  more:’’  and  it  was  ordered  at  the  same  time  that  he,  the  master, 
should  celebrate  the  Guild  of  Corpus  Christi  during  his  life. 
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further  weekly  relief  granted  during  sickness,  and  that  the  poor  persons  should 
attend  morning  and  evening  prayers  at  St.  Mary  Key  church ; that  Tooley’s 
executors  should  be  wardens  during  life,  and  afterwards  four  inhabitants  of 
Ipswich  should  be  chosen  by  the  bailiffs,  aldermen,  and  twenty-four  men,  to  be 
wardens  of  the  charity  for  one  year,  and  have  the  direction  or  government  of 
the  charity-estates,  and  the  disposition  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  of  which 
wardens  two  should  be  of  the  aldermen,  and  two  of  the  twenty-four  men,  and 
the  younger  alderman  should  be  renter-warden,  and  receive  the  rents  and  pro- 
fits for  that  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  he  should  account  for  the  revenues  - 
before  the  bailiffs,  aldermen,  and  twenty-four  men,  and  pay  to  the  auditors  of 
the  account  the  overplus  not  employed,  to  be  safely  kept ; and  that  after  the 
account  finished,  the  wardenship  of  the  alderman  not  renter-warden  should 
cease,  and  also  the  office  of  the  younger  of  the  two  wardens  chosen  out  of  the 
twenty-four  men,  and  in  their  places  another  alderman,  and  another  of  the  twenty- 
four  men,  should  immediately  be  chosen  wardens  by  the  bailiffs,  aldermen,  and 
twenty-four  men,  for  the  year  following,  and  the  first-chosen  warden  of  the 
twenty-four  men  should  be  renter-warden  for  that  year,  and  so  from  year  to 
year,  one  year  one  of  the  aldermen,  and  one  year  one  of  the  twenty-four  men, 
and  the  like  election  of  wardens  should  be  yearly  made  ; that  the  renter-warden 
should  not  make  any  extraordinary  payment  or  allowance  for  reparations  or 
other  causes  exceeding  20s.  without  the  consent  of  his  brother  wardens,  under 
their  hands,  entered  in  the  book;  and  if  any  of  the  wardens  should  die,  or  depart 
out  of  the  town  to  inhabit  elsewhere,  his  office  should  cease,  and  one  of  the 
aldermen,  or  twenty-four  men,  should  be  chosen  to  supply  his  room  and  finish 
the  year ; that  upon  the  election  of  the  wardens  those  rules  should  be  read  to 
them  by  the  town-clerk,  and  they  should  be  sworn  before  the  bailiffs  to  do  their 
endeavour  to  see  the  rules  and  statutes  in  all  points  performed,  and  well  and 
truly  execute  their  offices  ; that  the  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  commonalty 
should  not  make  any  lease  of  any  part  of  the  premises  without  the  assent  of 
the  wardens,  entered  in  the  book,  and  subscribed  with  their  hands  ; and  that  no 
lease  should  be  made  for  more  than  1 1 years  from  the  day  of  the  making  thereof, 
or  have  continuance  above  one  year  after  the  making  a new  lease ; that  if  the 
profits  of  the  premises  should  at  any  time  be  sufficient  to  maintain  more  than 
the  ten  poor  persons,  then  so  many  more  should  be  yearly  maintained  and  sup- 
plied with  the  like  allowances,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  other  ten,  as  should 
be  thought  good  by  the  bailiff  and  by  the  wardens  for  the  time  being  ; that  the 
wardens  should  yearly  bestow  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises  in  and 
towards  repairing  and  amending  the  highways  near  and  about  the  town  of 
Ipswich  according  to  their  discretion,  and  the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits 
should  be  safely  preserved,  to  be  bestowed  from  time  to  time  for  the  uses  of  the 
charity  ; and  that  the  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  should  once  in  five 
years  sue  a writ  of  commission  out  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  be  directed  to 
six  gentlemen  of  Suffolk,  authorizing  them,  five,  four,  or  three  of  them,  to  ex- 
amine whether  all  the  rules  should  have  been  truly  performed,  and  to  assess 
such  fines  on  every  of  the  wardens  for  every  breach  or  default  of  the  rules 
proved  to  have  been  done,  committed  or  suffered  by  them,  or  any  of  them,  as 
in  their  wisdoms  and  discretions  should  be  thought  meet  for  the  quality  of  the 
offence,  such  fines  to  be  levied  of  their  goods  and  chattels  within  the  town  of 
Ipswich,  and  to  be  employed  and  bestowed  according  to  the  said  rules ; and 
because  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  lord-keeper  of  the  great  seal,  had  taken  great  pains 
in  devising  the  said  rules  and  ordinances,  and  compounding  the  controversies 
between  the  executors  and  the  bailiffs,  &c.  it  was  ordained  that  after  the  death 
of  the  lord-keeper,  his  heir-male  being  within  the  shire  of  Suffolk,  and  being 
able  to  spend  400  marks  a year,  and  of  full  age,  should  always  be  one  of  the 
six  gentlemen  named  in  the  commission  of  visitation  ; and  that  the  bailiffs,  &c. 
should  find  a convenient  place  for  the  commissioners  to  meet  in,  and  for  the 
wardens  to  have  access  to. 

Soon  after  the  date  of  the  deed  the  executors  conveyed  and  assured  the 
charity-estates  to  the  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  commonalty,  and  the  charity  has 
since  been  under  the  government  of  wardens  appointed  in  the  manner  directed 
by  the  deed  ; but  there  has  been  no  commission  of  visitation  sued  out  for  up- 
wards of  100  years. 

Some  houses  near  the  Shire  Hall-yard  in  Ipswich  are  used  as  almshouses  for 
poor  people  on  this  foundation. 
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The  estates  and  property  belonging  to  Tooley’s  charity  consist  of  the  follow- 
ing particulars  : 

1.  The  manors  of  Ulverston  and  Sackvylls,  in  the  parish  of  Debenham,  the 
profits  of  which  consist  of  quit-rents  22/.  11  s.  a year,  and  fines  on  alienation, 
&c.  of  copyhold  premises,  which  are  of  uncertain  amount,  sometimes  consider- 
able, and  on  an  average  (as  represented)  about  1 2/.  a year. 

2.  A farm  called  Ulverston  Hall  Farm,  comprising  a house,  buildings,  and 
305 a.  lit.  7?*  land,  let  to  Mr.  Edward  Dove  on  lease  for  eleven  years,  the 
present  annual  rent  being  352/. 

3.  The  Limekiln  farm  at  Claydon,  near  Ipswich,  comprising  a house,  build- 
ings, and  92  a.  3r.  7p-  of  land,  with  a limekiln,  let  to  Thomas  Cooper  on  lease 
for  eleven  years,  the  present  yearly  rent  being  150/. 

Some  parts  of  this  farm  were  purchased  in  1644,  1657,  and  1696,  out  of  funds 
belonging  to  the  charity,  arising  partly  from  the  sale  of  a tenement  in  St.  Peter’s, 
Ipswich. 

4.  An  estate  in  the  parishes  of  Akenham,  Claydon,  Whitton,  and  Bramford, 
comprising  a house,  farm-buildings,  and  about  160  acres  of  land,  called  the 
Walnut  Tree  Farm,  three  cottages,  and  a rood  of  land  adjoining,  and  a piece  of 
land  of  about  41  rods,  formerly  part  of  the  waste,  and  granted  by  the  lord  of  the 
manor  in  1797  at  a rent  of  5 5.  a year.  This  property,  except  1 a.  2 it.  14p.  of  land 
lying  in  a meadow,  of  which  the  remainder  belongs  to  Sir  William  Middleton, 
bart.,  is  let  to  Stephen  Haward  on  lease  for  11  years,  the  present  annual  rent 
being  186/.  125. ; and  the  piece  of  meadow  is  in  the  occupation  of  Sir  William 
Middleton  at  81.  a year. 

5.  An  undivided  moiety  of  a farm  at  Whitton,  comprising  a house,  farm- 
buildings,  and  190  acres  of  land,  let  to  Thomas  Kersey  on  lease  for  11  years, 
the  present  annual  rent  being  210/. 

A fourth  undivided  part  of  this  farm  belongs  to  Christ’s  Hospital,  and  another 
fourth  part  to  the  corporation  of  Ipswich. 

6.  Part  of  a farm  at  Whitton  and  Bramford,  comprising  a house,  buildings, 
and  90  a.  3 r.  of  land,  let  to  Mr.  Simon  Jackaman  on  lease  for  11  years,  the 
psesent  annual  rent  being  118/.  7s. 

The  whole  of  this  farm  has  been  considered  to  belong  to  themselves  by  the  cor- 
poration of  Ipswich,  and  since  the  year  1767  the  sum  of  12  /.  12  s.  a year  has  been 
paid  for  the  use  of  the  charity  out  of  the  rents,  and  the  payment  has  come  to  be 
considered  in  the  nature  of  a rentcharge  ; but  on  examining  the  older  accounts 
we  find  that  the  payment  is  in  reality  to  be  considered  as  the  portion  of  the  rent 
arising  from  land  in  Whitton,  formerly  called  Keats  Field,  which  has  long  been 
comprised  in  the  farm,  but  originally  belonged  to  Tooley’s  charity.  It  appears 
by  the  accounts  that  the  yearly  rent  of  the  field,  which  was  probably  at  one 
time  let  separately,  was  in  1596  and  afterwards,  5/.;  in  1607  and  afterwards, 

6 /.  13  5.  4 d.  ; in  1731  and  afterwards,  61.  15  5.  5 d. ; in  1753  and  afterwards, 

7 /.  4 5.  ; and  in  1767,  12  /.  12  5.  In  the  account  for  the  last-mentioned  year,  the 
field  being  at  that  time  laid  to  or  occupied  as  part  of  the  farm,  the  sum  of 
12  /.  12  5.  is  entered  as  one  year’s  rent,  “ being  one  fifth  part,”  and  the  whole 
rent  of  the  farm,  as  appears  from  the  great  court-book  of  the  corporation,  was 
then  63/.  ; we  think  therefore  that  instead  of  a yearly  sum  of  12/.  12  5.  one 
fifth  part  of  the  clear  rent  of  the  farm  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  renterwarden  for 
the  use  of  the  charity  by  the  corporation. 

7.  Two  undivided  third  parts  of  a farm  at  Otley,  comprising  a house,  cottage 
and  buildings,  and  104a.  Or.  28p.  of  land,  let  to  James  King,  on  lease,  for  11 
years,  the  present  annual  rent  being  118/.  165. 

The  remainder  of  this  farm  belongs  to  Christ’s  Hospital.  The  part  belong- 
ing to  Tooley’s  charity  was  purchased  in  1594,  with  money  arising  from  the 
sale  of  premises  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Key,  and  money  advanced  by  the 
.corporation,  and  afterwards  repaid  out  of  the  income  of  the  charity. 

8.  Two  annual  sums  of  105.  each,  being  reserved  rent  paid  in  respect  of  two 
houses  in  the  parish  of  St.  Helen’s,  Ipswich,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Goodchild 
and  Mr.  Abraham  Cooke  respectively. 

The  houses  were  part  of  Tooley’s  estate,  and  in  1656  they  were  demised, 
with  land  adjoining  belonging  to  the  corporation,  by  two  several  leases,  dated 
20th  April  1656,  for  terms  of  1,000  years,  at  rents  of  105.  each,  reserved  to  the 
charity.  The  leases  were  granted  in  consideration  of  80/.,  of  which  the  sum 
of  36/.  165,  8 d.t  the  share  reserved  to  the  charity,  is  expressed  in  one  of  the 

deeds 
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deeds  to  have  been  paid,  “ in  trust,  to  purchase  lands  for  the  poor  aforesaid  to 
the  same  uses.” 

The  income  of  this  charity,  exclusive  of  the  uncertain  profits  of  the  manors  of 
Ulverston  and  Sackvylls,  arising  from  fines,  and  the  produce  occasionally  arising 
from  the  sale  of  timber-trees,  amounts  at  present  to  about  91b/.  a year,  and  the 
revenues  are  applied  according  to  a course  which  has  long  prevailed,  for  the  sup- 
port of  poor  persons  maintained  in  almshouses,  and  in  making  allowances  to  other 
poor  persons  as  outpensioners ; the  number  of  persons  at  present  maintained  in 
the  almshouses  being  about  24,  and  that  of  the  outpensioners  55.  The  former 
have  stipends  of  2 s.  6d.  a week,  and  one  of  them,  who  acts  as  nurse,  35.  6d. 
a week ; and  they  receive  each  of  them,  every  other  year,  the  men,  linen  of 
the  value  of  125.  6d.,  and  the  women,  linen  of  the  value  of  95.  6d. ; and  in 
the  intervening  years  each  man  has  a coat,  and  each  woman  a stuff  gown. 
They  have  also  a supply  of  coals  every  year.  The  outpensioners  have  the 
same  weekly  stipends  and  allowance  of  clothing ; and  all  the  poor  people  have 
medical  assistance  when  required,  for  which  a surgeon  is  allowed  30/.  per  annum. 
The  stipends  are  paid  weekly  on  Fridays,  in  the  church  of  St.  Mary  Key, 
when  prayers  are  read,  for  the  performance  of  which  duty  the  sum  of  10/. 
a year  is  paid  to  the  minister,  and  2/.  a year  to  the  clerk.  The  sum  of  2/. 
a year  is  also  paid  to  the  renterwarden,  and  2/.  105.  to  the  staff-bearer,  and 
other  officers  of  the  corporation.  The  number  of  out-pensioners  is  varied  from 
time  to  time,  being  determined  by  the  bailiffs  and  the  wardens,  with  reference 
to  the  state  of  the  disposable  income.  The  poor  persons  are  chosen  on  a par- 
ticular day,  between  the  29th  September  and  the  first  Friday  in  October,  being 
inhabitants  of  Ipswich,  of  the  age  of  50  years  or  upwards.  Before  the  year 
1769  the  wardens  alone  selected  the  poor  persons,  but  it  afterwards  became  the 
custom  for  both  the  bailiffs  and  the  wardens  to  nominate  them,  and  that  prac- 
tice, being  approved  by  the  opinion  of  counsel  in  1814,  is  continued;  the 
nomination  however  is  exercised  by  each  of  the  bailiffs  and  wardens  selecting 
a poor  person  in  turn. 

For  a long  time  past  it  has  not  been  usual  or  necessary  to  apply  any  part  of 
the  revenues  to  the  repairing  of  highways  or  bridges. 

As  the  stipends  of  the  poor  people  in  the  almshouses  have  not  been  advanced 
for  many  years,  and  it  was  the  primary  intention  of  the  founder  to  maintain 
poor  persons  resident  in  almshouses,  it  appears  to  us  that  some  addition  should 
be  made  to  their  stipends  ; and  that  it  is  more  proper,  and  more  consistent  with 
the  founder’s  design,  to  increase  the  allowances  of  such  poor  persons  than  to 
grant  stipends  to  any  large  number  of  outpensioners.  This  alteration,  how- 
ever, should  be  gradually  made,  as  the  number  of  outpensioners  is  reduced  by 
death. 

The  accounts  of  this  charity  are  kept  by  the  renterwarden,  and  they  are  au- 
dited at  a meeting  of  the  bailiffs,  portmen,  and  common-council. 

It  appears  from  the  account-books,  that  at  the  close  of  the  account  for  1826 
there  was  a balance  in  favour  of  the  charity  of  715/.  3 5.  6%d.,  which  on  the 
audit  of  the  20th  June  1827  was  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  renterwarden  for 
that  year  ; and  an  order  was  afterwards  made  by  the  wardens  that  the  sum  of 
650  /.  should  be  laid  out  upon  real  security,  and  directions  were  given  to  a sur- 
veyor to  inspect  certain  premises  in  the  town  of  Ipswich,  on  which  it  is  intended 
to  lay  out  the  money  on  mortgage,  the  design  being  to  apply  the  interest  in 
augmentation  of  the  income  of  the  charity. 

Smart’s  Foundation. 

William  Smart,  by  Will,  dated  8th  January  1598,  devised  his  messuages,  lands 
and  tenements  in  or  near  Kyrton  and  Falkenham  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  to 
Alice  his  wife  for  life,  and  after  her  decease,  to  or  in  trust  for  the  bailiffs, 
burgesses  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Ipswich,  to  the  uses  after  mentioned ; 
and  after  giving  to  Drapers  Hall  and  Taylors  Hall  in  Ipswich  10/.  for  a stock 
to  provide  corn  and  other  commodities,  to  be  yearly  sold  and  delivered  to  the 
poorest  persons  of  their  trades  at  the  cost-price,  he  directed  that  after  his 
wife’s  decease  the  yearly  revenues  and  profits  of  the  said  estates  and  premises 
should  be  divided  into  three  parts,  and  that  the  first  part  should  be  divided  into 
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two  portions,  from  one  of  which  there  should  be  paid  to  the  Drapers  and  Tay- 
lors Hall,  yearly,  20s.,  towards  making  good  the  loss  they  should  sustain  in 
making  such  provision  as  above  mentioned,  and  the  remainder  of  that  portion 
should  be  employed  for  the  maintenance  of  poor  scholars,  being  children  of 
poor  freemen  in  the  free-school  of  Ipswich,  and  for  want  of  such,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  children  of  other  poor  inhabitants  born  within  the  town,  towards 
buying  them  books,  ink,  paper,  and  convenient  apparel  during  their  continuance 
or  abode  there ; and  that  out  of  the  other  portion  of  the  said  first  part  there 
should  be  paid  yearly  4Z.  to  the  master  of  the  said  free-school,  and  53s.  4 d.  to 
the  usher  there,  to  the  intent  they  should  be  more  diligent  in  teaching  and  in- 
structing the  said  poor  scholars  in  good  nurture  and  learning ; and  that  the 
residue  of  such  portion  should  be  yearly  bestowed  upon  a master  or  governor, 
who  should  take  care  of  a house  which  the  testator  intended  to  found  for 
the  relief  and  setting  to  work  of  poor  people  therein  ; and  that  the  second  part 
of  the  said  revenues  and  profits  should  be  employed  in  providing  wool,  flax, 
hemp,  iron,  corn,  apparel,  wood,  sea-coal,  and  other  needful  things,  as  well  for 
the  setting  to  work  as  for  the  maintenance  of  the  persons  to  be  taken  into  the 
said  house  ; and  that  the  third  part  of  the  revenues  and  profits  should  be  em- 
ployed yearly,  for  the  sick  and  poor  in  the  lazar-houses  of  St.  Leonard’s  in  Ips- 
wich, and  St.  Thomas-a  Pountney,  and  the  poor  prisoners  in  the  common  gaol 
of  the  town  of  Ipswich,  in  the  way  of  providing  for  them  bedding,  fuel  and  ap- 
parel, and  a weekly  allowance  of  six  pennyworth  of  bread  to  each  person 
abiding  in  the  two  houses ; and  he  directed  that  the  overplus  or  remainder  of 
the  said  last-mentioned  third  part  should  be  bestowed  on  the  prisoners  in  the 
said  prison,  or  when  there  should  be  no  poor  prisoners,  that  during  such  time  it 
should  be  bestowed  in  bettering  the  allowance  to  the  poor  in  the  two  sick 
houses  ; and  he  directed  that  the  revenues  and  profits  should  be  received  by  the 
wardens  of  Mr.  Tooley’s  foundation  in  Ipswich  for  the  time  being,  who  should 
yearly  render  an  account  of  their  receipts  and  payments. 

By  a Deed,  dated  the  15th  September,  41st  Elizabeth,  the  testator,  William 
Smart,  demised  to  trustees  four  pieces  of  salt-marsh,  containing  by  estimation 
10  acres,  adjoining  to  Falkenham  Marsh-wall,  and  all  his  lands,  marsh-grounds, 
waters  and  ditches  in  Falkenham  and  Kirton,  with  the  commodities  of  fishing 
and  fowling,  and  all  other  lands  and  hereditaments,  then  in  jointure,  and  undi- 
vided between  him  and  John  Clench,  esquire,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  King’s 
Bench,  for  1000  years,  at  a pepper-corn  rent,  upon  trust,  to  assure  the  same  to 
the  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Ipswich,  for  the  purposes 
by  his  will  declared  respecting  his  other  lands  and  tenements  in  Kirton  and 
Falkenham  devised  by  his  will ; and  by  a schedule  annexed  to  the  deed  he 
directed  (among  other  things)  that  no  lease  should  be  made  of  the  premises 
unless  agreed  upon  at  a Great  Court,  and  sealed  with  the  common  seal  of  the 
corporation,  and  that  no  lease  should  be  made  to  several  lessees,  or  more  than 
one  lessee,  or  continue  above  1 1 years,  or  be  made  in  reversion,  or  at  least  every 
old  lease  should  expire  within  one  year  next  after  making  a new  lease,  and 
that  special  care  should  be  had  that  the  lessee  should  not  be  freeman  of  the 
town  of  Ipswich,  either  before  or  after  the  making  of  the  lease,  and  that  the 
lands  and  tenements  should  be  let  at  their  full  yearly  value,  without  fine,  and 
with  sufficient  sureties  to  repair  the  houses,  buildings  and  marsh-walls,  and  do 
all  other  reparations  ; and  that  the  bailiffs  of  the  town  of  Ipswich  for  the  time 
being  alone  should  have  the  benefit  of  fishing  and  fowling  upon  the  estates, 
without  doing  or  suffering  destruction,  towards  the  maintenance  of  their  hospi- 
tality in  their  several  houses  during  the  time  of  their  bailiwick. 


The  estates  in  the  will  and  deed  mentioned  were  afterwards,  in  the  year 
1599,  conveyed  and  assigned  to  or  in  trust  for  the  bailiffs,  burgesses  and 
commonalty  of  Ipswich  for  the  purposes  of  the  will,  and  the  charity  has  since 
been  under  the  immediate  management  or  direction  of  the  wardens  of  Tooley’s 
foundation. 

The  estates  and  property  of  this  charity  consist  of  the  following  parti- 
culars : 


1.  A farm  at  Falkenham  and  Kirton,  comprising  a house,  outbuildings, 
and  371a.  Sri.  7p-  of  land,  (including  yards,  roads,  and  driftways,  walls  and 
sailings,  and  a piece  of  water  of  about  5 a.  2k.  called  the  Fleet,)  let  to  George 

Cooke 
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Cooke  on  lease  for  11  years,  the  present  rent  being'  420 /.  The  lands  Ipswich, 
and  marsh-grounds  lying  against  the  salt-water  banks,  are  very  subject  to  Cinn~}n 
inundation,  and  the  expense  of  keeping  up  the  marsh-walls  is  considerable.  l]je  ^hVin^uVion 
Part  of  this  estate  was  purchased  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity  in  1628,  and  tlie  Bailiffs, 
a part  consists  of  allotments  made  on  the  inclosure  of  Trimley  and  Kirton  “■'gesses, Land 
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2.  An  undivided  third  part  of  a farm  at  Creeting,  comprising  a house,  out- 
buildings, and  142  a.  1 r.  24p.  of  land,  let  to  Mr.  Tydeman  on  lease  for  11 
years,  the  present  yearly  rent  being  1.50/. 

The  third  part  of  this  farm,  of  which  the  other  two  thirds  belong  to  Christ’s 
Hospital  and  Tyler’s  charity,  was  purchased  in  or  about  the  year  1649  with 
money  advanced  for  the  use  of  the  charity,  and  afterwards  repaid  out  of  its 
funds.  The  farm  includes  a piece  of  land  of  1 a.  2r.,  formerly  parcel  of  the 
waste,  which  was  granted  in  1807,  subject  to  a yearly  rent  of  10$. 

3.  Part  of  the  land  comprised  in  the  farm  at  Whitton  and  Bramford,  men- 
tioned in  the  account  of  Tooley’s  foundation  as  being  in  the  occupation  of 
Mr.  Jackaman,  at  the  rent  of  120/.  a year. 
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It  appears  to  us  that  a fifth  part  of  the  clear  rent  of  this  farm  should  be 
paid  by  the  corporation  of  Ipswich  for  the  use  of  Smart’s  foundation,  for 
although,  as  in  the  case  of  Tooley’s  foundation,  the  corporation  have  since  the 
year  1767  paid  12/.  12$.  a year  only  to  the  charity,  and  have  considered  that 
payment  as  one  of  fixed  amount,  it  is  evident  from  the  account-books  that  the 
payment  to  the  charity  was  originally  made  as  the  rent  of  land  purchased  in  or 
shortly  before  the  year  1647-  The  rent  in  1647  was  51.,  and  was  at  first  carried 
to  the  credit  of  Tooley’s  foundation  till  the  year  16.57,  from  which  time  it  was 
carried  to  the  account  of  Smart’s  charity;  in  172.5  and  afterwards  it  was 
61.  11$.  8 d.  a year ; in  1732  and  afterwards,  61.  1.5$.  5 d.  a year;  in  1753 
and  afterwards,  7 /•  4$.  a year;  and  in  1767  the  sum  of  12/.  12$.  is  entered  as 
received  from  Luke  Taylor  for  one  year’s  rent ; the  whole  rent  then  paid  by 
him  for  the  farm  being  63  /. 

4.  Certain  buildings  and  premises  near  the  Shire  Hall  yard  in  Ipswich,  used 
as  almshouses. 


These  premises,  which  were  formerly  a public-house  called  the  Ipswich 
Anns,  belonged  to  Christ’s  Hospital,  and  were  purchased  with  120/.  paid  out 
of  the  funds  of  Smart’s  charity  in  1764. 

The  income  received  at  present  on  account  of  this  charity  is  about  482/.  per 
annum. 

As  to  the  application  of  the  income,  considered  with  reference  to  the  testator's 
directions  contained  in  his  will,  we  find  that  after  the  time  when  the  Drapers 
and  Taylors  Flails  or  Companies  in  Ipswich  ceased  to  exist,  the  rentemarden, 
by  the  direction  of  the  corporation,  distributed  the  sum  of  20$.  a year,  directed 
by  the  will  to  be  paid  to  those  halls  among  poor  tailors  until  the  year  1705, 
when  an  order  wras  made  directing  the  sum  of  20$.  a year  to  be  paid  for  the 
use  of  Christ’s  Flospital,  and  it  has  ever  since  been  paid  accordingly  to  the 
treasurer  of  that  institution.  In  part  compliance  with  the  testator’s  directions, 
a sum  of  money  was  formerly  applied  annually  in  buying  books,  &c.  for  boys 
at  the  grammar-school ; but  for  some  time  past  this  course  of  application  “has 
been  discontinued,  partly,  as  may  be  presumed,  in  consequence  of  another 
charity  (Tylers)  being  applicable  to  the  same  purpose,  and  partly,  perhaps, 
because  it  might  be  considered  the  boys  at  the  grammar-school  had  not  occasion 
for  charitable  relief  in  the  wray  pointed  out  by  the  testator.  The  payment  of 
4/.  to  the  master,  and  2/.  13$.  4 <d.  to  the  usher  of  the  grammar-school,  has 
been  discontinued  (for  what  reason  we  cannot  discover)  ever  since  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  present  master ; and  it  seems  to  us  that  the  master  who  holds  the 
joint  offices  of  master  and  usher  is  entitled  to  the  arrears  of  the  annuities  thus 
withheld.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  workhouse  for  the  poor,  which  the 
testator  by  his  will  intimates  his  intention  to  found,  was  ever  erected  by  him,  or 
after  his  death  ; and  the  provision  made  by  the  will  for  the  maintenance,  relief, 
and  setting  to  work  of  poor  people  in  such  house  did  not  therefore  come  into 
operation  in  the  way  pointed  out  by  the  will.  The  lazar-houses  of  St.  Leonard’s 
and  St.  Thomas-a-Pountney  appear  to  have  continued  for  some  time  after  the 
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death  of  the  testator,  but  they  have  long  ceased  to  exist.  It  has  been  usual  to 
supply  two  chaldrons  and  a half  of  coals  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  in  Ipswich 
Gaol,  but  this  is  the  only  provision  made  for  them  out  of  the  charity. 

By  way  of  substitution  for  those  specific  objects  or  purposes  of  charity  which 
the  testator  intended  to  provide  for  out  of  the  revenues  arising  from  his  estates, 
but  which,  under  the  circumstances  above  mentioned,  did  not  arise,  or  ceased 
to  exist,  or  which,  for  other  reasons,  have  not  been  provided  for,  it  has  been 
the  usage  of  the  corporation  to  apply  the  disposable  income  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  revenues  of  Tooley’s  charity,  and  by  way  of  augmentation  of 
that  charity,  namely,  in  the  support  of  poor  persons  in  almshouses,  and  the 
allowance  of  weekly  stipends,  &c.  to  outpensioners,  and  the  same  provision  is 
made  in  all  respects  for  those  respective  classes  of  poor  persons  as  is  made  in 
the  case  of  Tooley’s  charity,  and  the  same  regulations  are  followed,  except  that 
the  poor  on  Smart’s  foundation  are  chosen  or  selected  by  the  wardens  alone,  and 
not  by  the  wardens  and  bailiff's  jointly.  There  are  12  poor  persons  lodged  in 
the  almshouses  near  the  Shire  Hall  yard,  and  three  with  their  families  in  some 
almshouses  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Stoke,  which  were  built  in  or  about  the 
year  1607,  near  the  site  of  St.  Leonard’s  lazar-houses,  and  probably  on  the 
site  of  the  houses  mentioned  in  Felaw’s  will.  There  are  also  about  41  out- 
pensioners ; and  the  sum  of  20/.  a year  is  paid  to  a surgeon  for  medical  assist- 
ance to  such  of  the  poor  persons  as  require  it. 

It  would  be  difficult,  perhaps,  to  point  out  a general  course  of  application  more 
nearly  resembling  the  principal  design  contemplated  by  the  testator,  which 
could  at  present  be  conveniently  followed  ; but  we  think  that  some  provision 
should  be  made  for  supplying  books  and  apparel  for  poor  children  at  school,  and 
that  some  further  allowance  should  be  made  for  the  relief  or  benefit  of  poor 
prisoners  in  the  gaol,  unless  some  peculiar  circumstances  exist  which  render 
observance  of  the  testator’s  directions  in  those  respects  inexpedient. 

The  accounts  of  this  charity  are  kept  by  the  renterwarden  in  the  same  book 
with  those  of  Tooley’s  foundation,  and  are  audited  at  the  same  time. 


The  estates  belonging  to  Tooley’s  and  Smart’s  charities,  as  well  as  the  estates 
of  the  other  charities  under  the  management  of  the  corporation,  are  let  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  estates  belonging  to  the  corporation  in  their  own  right. 
They  are  usually  demised  on  leases  for  11  years,  and  the  rents  are  determined 
according  to  the  opinion  of  a land-surveyor. 

The  rents  of  all  the  estates  were  reduced  20/.  per-cent  in  1822,  and  an  order 
was  made  in  1825  for  raising  them  again  10/.  per-cent;  but  through  some  mis- 
take the  advance  of  10/.  per-cent,  instead  of  being  computed  on  the  original 
rent,  as  intended,  was  computed  on  the  reduced  rent  only. 

Of  late  years  there  has  been  great  expenditure  in  repairs  of  the  farm-buildings, 
and  in  similar  improvements  on  the  estates,  belonging  partly  to  the  corporation 
in  their  own  right.  In  some  instances  this  has  been  lavish  and  improvident,  and 
the  mismanagement  in  that  respect  is  partly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  practice  of  em- 
ploying persons  to  do  the  works  who  were  freemen  of  the  corporation,  and  who 
appear  to  have  availed  themselves  of  the  influence  arising  from  their  franchise, 
both  to  determine  the  extent  of  the  work  and  repairs,  and  the  amount  of  their 
charges.  To  remedy  this  evil  orders  were  made  by  the  corporation  in  1818  and 
1819,  that  no  bills  for  work  and  repairs  should  be  allowed  until  they  should  have 
been  examined  by  a surveyor  appointed  for  the  purpose  ; and  it  would  be  proper 
perhaps  to  make  an  additional  regulation  that  no  freeman  should  be  employed 
with  reference  to  the  charity-estate,  if  such  a regulation  is  not  yet  in  practice 
adopted. 

The  renterwardens  accounts  are  audited  at  meetings  of  the  corporation  ; but 
they  are  sometimes  not  audited,  and  the  balances  not  paid  over  for  a year  and 
a half,  or  two  years  after  the  renterwardens  have  gone  out  of  office.  It  appears 
to  us  that  the  accounts  should  be  audited  within  the  space  of  one  year,  or 
less  ; and  that  some  regulation  or  system  of  management  should  be  adopted  to 
prevent  the  persons  chosen  renterwardens  from  being  sometimes  in  advance, 
and  having  at  other  times  large  balances  in  hand.  This  perhaps  might  be  effected 
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by  requiring  the  annual  receivers  to  give  security  to  account  within  a limited 
time  after  the  expiration  of  their  office,  under  a forfeiture. 

In  the  course  of  the  preceding  and  the  next  following  Reports  of  the  cor- 
poration charities  we  have  pointed  out  what  payments  ought  to  be  made  by 
the  corporation  as  due  of  right  to  different  branches  or  objects  of  these  cha- 
ritable trusts,  and  in  what  respect  alterations  in  practical  management,  and  a 
further  degree  of  observance  of  the  intention  of  the  donors  appear  requisite. 
What  we  have  suggested  as  proper  to  be  done  may  readily  be  effected  by 
orders  of  the  corporation  ; and  we  think  that  if  these  suggestions  are  complied 
with,  the  interference  of  a Court  of  equity  as  to  the  charities  embraced  in  this 
Report  will  not  be  required. 

The  Grammar  School. 

By  Letters  Patent,  dated  the  18th  March,  8th  Elizabeth,  (1565,)  reciting  that 
there  had  for  a long  time  been,  and  was  then,  a free  grammar-school  founded 
by  King  Henry  8th,  within  the  town  of  Ipswich,  consisting  of  a master  and 
usher,  to  instruct  children  in  learning  and  knowledge  within  the  town  and  else- 
where within  the  kingdom  of  England,  which  offices  of  master  and  usher  were 
in  her  Majesty’s  disposal,  and  that  the  master  and  usher  had  had  and  were  to 
have  for  their  wages  and  stipend,  38/.  13.S.  4 d.  per  annum  out  of  the  issues  and 
profits  of  her  Majesty’s  manors,  lands  and  hereditaments  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  Her  Majesty  ratified  and  confirmed  the  said  foundation ; and  further 
ordained  that  the  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  commonalty  of  Ipswich,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, should  thenceforth  have  power  to  present  any  fit  person  to  the  Bishop 
of  Norwich  for  the  time  being,  to  undertake  the  office  of  head-master  of  the 
school,  as  often  as  the  school  should  be  in  want  of  a master,  and  the  person  so 
presented,  and  by  the  said  ordinary  accepted  as  fit,  should  be  admitted  into 
possession  of  the  office  ; and  that  the  bailiffs,  &c.  and  their  successors,  as  often 
as  the  school  should  be  vacant  of  an  usher,  should  have  power  to  appoint  such 
a proper  man  to  undertake  the  office  as  the  master  of  the  school  should  have 
adjudged  fit  for  the  same,  and  also  to  remove  every  usher  so  appointed  for  any 
notorious  crime,  or  negligence  ; and  that  the  bailiffs,  See.,  with  the  consent  of  the 
said  ordinary,  should  make  fit  statutes  and  ordinances  for  the  governance  of 
the  master,  usher  and  scholars ; and  that  the  master  should  have  year  ly  for 
his  salary  24/.  65.  8 d.,  parcel  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  38/.  135.  4 d.,  and  the 
usher  should  have  for  his  salary  14/.  65.  8d. -And  her  Majesty  thereby  granted 
to  the  said  bailiffs,  See.  an  annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  38/.  135.  4 d.  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  master  and  usher,  out  of  her  revenues  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  to 
be  detained  out  of  the  fee-farm  of  the  said  town,  or  paid  by  her  Majesty’s 
receivers. 

Certain  rules  were  made  for  the  government  of  the  school  in  1571,  and  other 
rules  were  agreed  upon  by  a committee  of  the  corporation  in  1746  ; but 
these  have  for  some  time  been  considered  obsolete.  By  the  rules  of  1571  it 
was  provided  that  the  number  of  free-scholars  should  be  100,  and  by  the  regu- 
lations agreed  upon  in  1746,  the  number  was  reduced,  on  account  of  the  change 
in  the  value  of  money,  and  was  fixed  at  25  ; but  by  an  order  of  the  corporation 
in  September  1810,  it  was  directed  that  the  number  of  free-scholars  should 
be  30.  ; 

In  1771,  during  the  mastership  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  King,  the  place  of  usher 
having  become  vacant,  it  was  agreed  by  the  corporation  to  give  up  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  usher  to  the  master,  and  the  offices  of  master  and  usher  have  ever 
since  been  consolidated  and  held  together  by  the  master  for  the  time  being. 

The  present  master,  the  Reverend  William  Howorth,  was  appointed  in 
March  1800.  The  emoluments  of  the  master  in  his  joint  capacity  of  master 
and  usher  consist  of  the  annuity  of  38/.  135.  4 d.,  mentioned  in  the  letters 
patent,  and  the  yearly  sum  of  11/.,  out  of  the  revenues  of  Christ’s  Hospital, 
being  a payment  formerly  directed  to  be  made  to  the  usher  of  the  grammar- 
school  out  of  the  income  arising  under  Felaw’s  gift,  as  mentioned  in  the  account 
of  the  hospital.  The  master  has  also  the  use  of  a very  good  house,  the  neces- 
sary repairs  of  which  are  done  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation.  The  house 
appears  to  have  been  originally  purchased  in  1610  by  the  corporation,  for  the 
use  of  the  lecturer  at  the  church  of  St.  Mary  Tower,  with  the  sum  of  120/. 
Rep.  19-  3 N 3 advanced 
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advanced  by  the  corporation,  and  other  sums  contributed  by  individuals  ; but 
for  a very  long  time  past  the  master  of  the  grammar-school  has  enjoyed  the 
house  as  appurtenant  to  his  office. 

It  is  mentioned  in  the  Report  of  Smart’s  charity,  that  the  sum  of  4/.  a year 
was  given  by  him  to  the  master,  and  91.  135.  4 d.  a year  to  the  usher  of  the 
grammar-school,  and  these  annuities  were  paid  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  King  and  the 
usher,  respectively,  before  the  offices  of  master  and  usher  were  united,  and 
afterwards  the  sum  of  61.  135.4  c?.  a year,  the  amount  of  them,  was  paid  to 
Mr.  King.  Whether  the  annuities  were  paid  to  Mr.  King’s  successor,  who  was 
master  for  about  two  years,  we  have  not  discovered  ; but  they  have  not  been 
paid  to  Mr.  Howorth  since  the  time  of  his  appointment.  We  cannot  learn 
whether  it  is  from  oversight,  or  what  other  cause,  that  they  have  not  been  paid  ; 
but  it  seems  to  us,  that  Mr.  Howorth  is  entitled  to  demand  payment  of  the 
arrears  since  his  appointment,  from  the  corporation,  or  out  of  the  funds  of 
Smart’s  charity. 

The  school  is  kept  in  an  upper  room  in  a building  adjoining  Christ’s  Hospi- 
tal and  the  Bridewell,  and  there  is  a large  yard  adjacent,  which  is  used  as  a play- 
ground. These  premises  and  ground  were  formerly  parcel  of  the  possessions  of 
the  Black  Friars,  purchased  by  the  corporation,  and  mentioned  in  our  Report  of 
Christ’s  Hospital.  There  appears  to  have  been  formerly  a master’s  house  and 
a school  on  another  side  of  the  yard,  but  the  former  was  taken  down  in  1712, 
and  the  materials  were  employed  in  repairing  the  school  and  the  walls  of  the 
school-yard  ; and  in  1763,  the  old  school-room  having  fallen  down,  or  become 
ruinous,  the  school  was  removed  to  the  room  where  it  is  now  kept.  The 
school-premises  are  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation. 

The  scholars  placed  on  the  foundation  are  chosen  at  an  assembly  of  the  cor- 
poration, consisting  of  the  bailiffs,  portmen,  and  common  council,  held  on  the 
29th  September ; but  the  bailiffs  send  boys  to  fill  up  any  occasional  vacancies, 
subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  next  assembly.  The  number  of  thirty  free- 
scholars  is  seldom  complete  ; at  Michaelmas  1827  there  were  eighteen,  and  five 
others  were  then  elected,  of  whom  three  had  joined  at  the  time  of  this  Inquiry, 
and  there  were  then  twenty  scholars  on  the  foundation. 

The  boys  are  instructed  by  the  master  and  an  assistant  in  the  rudiments  of 
grammatical  or  classical  learning,  with  occasional  day-scholars  not  on  the  foun- 
dation, and  other  boys  who  are  boarded  in  the  master’s  house.  They  are 
taught  writing  and  accounts  by  a writing-master,  at  155.  a quarter,  or  if  their 
parents  desire  it,  they  attend  other  masters  in  the  town  for  that  purpose. 

The  free-scholars  are  instructed  without  charge,  but  it  is  usual  for  the  master 
to  receive  a gratuity  of  105.  6d.  at  Christmas  from  the  parents  of  each  of  the 
boys  who  think  proper  to  pay  it. 

Christ’s  Hospital. 

This  institution  had  its  commencement  in  1569,  and  was  originally  esta- 
blished by  the  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  Ipswich,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  provision  for  poor  persons,  orphans,  and  such  as  were  unable  from  age, 
sickness,  or  infirmity,  to  support  themselves,  and  for  a workhouse  for  vagrants, 
beggars,  and  disorderly  persons.  With  this  design  the  corporation  made 
an  order  in  1569  that  a house  and  premises  in  Ipswich,  which  they  had 
then  recently  become  possessed  of,  called  the  Black  Friars,  should  be 
thenceforth  an  hospital  for  the  poor  people  of  the  town  of  Ipswich,  and  a sub- 
scription was  set  on  foot  for  enabling  the  corporation  to  fit  up  the  premises 
suitably  for  the  purpose  ; and  with  a view  to  the  support  of  the  hospital,  orders 
were  made  by  the  corporation  for  imposing  a tonnage-duty  on  ships  belonging 
to  the  port,  and  for  the  payment  of  15.  by  every  person  on  taking  out  his  ad- 
mission to  the  freedom  of  the  borough*.  In  1672  a charter  was  granted,  em- 
powering the  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  commonalty,  to  grant  and  hold  lands  and 
possessions  for  the  support  of  the  hospital;  and  it  was  provided  thereby,  among 
other  things,  that  the  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  commonalty,  should  yearly  on 


* Note It  has  not  been  the  custom  for  several  years  to  collect  the  tonnage-duty,  and  money  on 

admission  of  freemen,  for  the  support  of  the  hospital. 

Michaelmas- 
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Michaelmas-day  choose  four  of  the  burgesses  to  be  governors  of  the  possessions 
and  revenues  of  the  hospital,  who  should  receive  and  dispose  of  the  revenues 
for  the  use  and  relief  of  the  poor  persons  therein,  and  give  an  account  thereof 
in  the  following  year,  in  the  presence  of  the  bailiffs,  to  the  four  governors  who 
should  next  succeed  them  ; that  the  governors  and  their  officers  should  be  sub- 
ject to  the  censure  of  the  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  commonalty,  for  misbehaviour 
in  their  office  ; and  the  bailiffs,  &c.  should  have  power  to  make  rules  and  ordin- 
ances for  the  government  of  the  hospital,  to  nominate  officers  and  servants  for 
the  care  of  the  poor  therein,  and  to  examine,  apprehend,  and  commit  to  the 
workhouse  of  the  hospital,  vagrants,  beggars,  and  suspected  persons. 

The  property  held  for  or  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  institution  has 
been  derived  from  various  sources.  The  hospital-buildings,  and  some  property 
adjoining,  were  part  of  the  premises  above  mentioned,  called  the  Black  Friars ; 
other  part  consists  of  buildings  and  lands  which  had  been  devised  by  Richard 
Felaw  in  1482,  for  the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster  and  school  at  Ipswich, 
and  which  the  corporation  either  had  or  assumed  the  power  of  appropriating  to 
the  hospital;  and  other  parts  were  given  or  were  purchased  with  money  given  for 
the  use  of  the  hospital,  or  for  other  charitable  purposes.  If  the  establishment 
were  of  recent  origin,  it  might  be  proper  to  inquire  by  what  authority  the  corpo- 
ration appropriated  certain  parts  of  the  property  which  were  originally  destined 
for  other  charitable  purposes  to  the  use  of  the  hospital,  and  particularly  those 
parts  derived  under  Felaw’s  gift ; but  considering  the  length  of  possession,  and 
the  difficulty  that  now  exists  of  ascertaining  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
appropriation  was  made,  we  think  it  would  be  of  no  utility  to  agitate  such  a 
question  at  the  present  day. 

This  institution  was  for  some  time,  as  there  is  reason  to  believe,  conducted  as 
a general  poorhouse  and  workhouse  according  to  the  original  design ; but  in 
consequence,  probably,  of  the  provision  made  for  the  maintenance  and  setting  to 
work  of  the  poor  by  the  enactment  of  the  poor-laws,  the  charity  was  either  con- 
fined to  or  changed  into  an  establishment  for  the  sole  purpose  of  maintaining, 
educating,  bringing  up,  and  apprenticing  of  poor  boys  ; and  the  buildings  given 
by  the  corporation  are  used  partly  as  an  hospital  for  boys,  and  partly  as  a 
bridewell  or  house  of  correction.  The  institution,  though  changed  as  to  its 
purposes,  continues  under  the  general  administration  of  the  bailiffs,  burgesses 
and  commonalty,  and  under  the  particular  direction  of  governors  chosen  yearly 
as  directed  by  the  charter. 

The  premises,  formerly  part  of  the  Black  Friars,  comprise,  besides  the  hospital 
and  bridewell,  the  following  particulars,  viz.  the  Shire  Hall  and  Shire  Flail 
yard,  which  are  let  to  the  county  magistrates  of  the  Ipswich  division  for 
21  years,  at  50/.  a year,  of  which  20/.  is  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  hospital,  and 
30/.  to  the  use  of  the  corporation,  the  hall  having  been  erected  at  the  expense 
of  the  latter ; some  buildings  on  the  west  side  of  the  hospital,  used  as  rooms 
for  almspeople  of  Tooley’s  Foundation,  for  which  a rent  or  acknowledgment  of 
2/.  2 s.  a year  is  paid  by  the  wardens  of  that  charity  ; other  buildings,  formerly 
a public-house  called  the  Ipswieh-arms,  for  which  the  sum  of’120/.  was  received 
for  the  use  of  the  hospital  on  their  being  sold  and  converted  into  almshouses  for 
the  poor  on  Smart’s  Foundation ; a small  piece  of  ground  adjoining  the  latter, 
for  the  use  of  which  by  the  poor  of  Smart’s  charity  the  sum  of  2/.  cZs.  a year  is 
paid  to  the  governors  of  Christ’s  Ilospital ; and  certain  quit-rents  or  acknow- 
ledgments for  easements  or  ground  near  the  hospital,  amounting  together  to 
about  4/.  19-s.  6d.  a year. 

The  property  derived  under  Felaw’s  gift  consists,  so  far  as  we  can  discover, 
of  the  following  particulars  ; 
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In  Ipswich  : 

A house  in  Foundation -street,  called  the  Usher’s  House,  used  in  part  as  a 
school  for  the  boys  of  the  hospital  ; a building  adjoining,  now  a stable,  but 
formerly  called  Felaw’s  House,  let  to  Messrs.  Burroughs  and  Flardy,  at  SI.  3,?. 
a year  ; and  some  ground-rents  and  acknowledgments  for  the  use  of  passages 
and  easements,  amounting  together  to  17$.  6d.  or  thereabouts,  per  annum. 

At  Whitton  : 

2.  An  undivided  fourth  part  of  a farm,  containing  a house  With  buildings, 
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and  157  a.  1 r.  28  r.  of  land,  let  to  T.  Kersey,  on  lease  for  11  years  ; the  present 
annual  rent  being  210/. 

2.  Part  of  the  farm  at  Whitton  and  Bramford,  mentioned  in  the  Report  of 
Tooley’s  charity  as  being  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Jackaman,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  120/. 

It  has  been  the  custom  since  1767  to  pay  the  sum  of  7/.  a year  out  of  the 
rents  of  this  farm  to  the  hospital-treasurer,  the  remainder  of  the  rents,  after 
payment  thereof,  and  of  12/.  12s.  a year  to  Tooley’s,  and  12/.  12s.  a year 
to  Smart’s  charity,  being  retained  for  the  corporation ; but  there  is  no  reason 
for  supposing  that  the  interest  in  the  farm  derived  under  Felaw’s  gift  is  in  the 
nature  of  a rentcharge,  or  fixed  annual  payment,  and  indeed  the  sum  annually 
paid  to  the  hospital  was  raised  in  1767  from  31.  155.  to  7/.  ; and  as  the  former 
sum  was  then  a ninth  part  of  the  rent  of  the  farm,  it  appears  to  us  that  a ninth 
part  of  the  clear  rent  ought  now  to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  the  hospital. 


In  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Stoke  : 

Part  of  the  estate  in  this  parish,  of  which  mention  will  be  afterwards  made, 
is  probably  the  same  with  the  tv/o  closes  mentioned  in  Felaw’s  will,  given  for 
the  support  of  an  almshouse. 

The  sum  of  1 1 /.  a year  is  paid  by  the  governors,  out  of  the  rents  of  the  pro- 
perty derived  under  Felaw’s  gift,  to  the  master  of  the  grammar-school  at  Ipswich. 
This  payment  appears  to  have  originated  under  an  order  of  the  corporation  in 
the  14th  James  1,  directing  that  the  then  master  of  the  grammar-shool  should 
have  1/.  135.  4 rf.,  and  the  then  usher  11/.,  out  of  Mr.  Felaw’s  revenues;  and 
since  the  consolidation  of  the  offices  of  master  and  usher  the  sum  of  11/.  a year 
has  been  paid  to  the  former.  We  cannot  obtain  any  satisfactory  account  of  the 
circumstances  which  led  to  the  making  of  the  above  order ; but  as  the  payment 
has  so  long  been  made,  it  ought,  we  think,  to  be  continued. 

The  other  possessions  of  the  hospital  not  given  by  the  corporation,  or  forming 
part  of  Felaw’s  gift,  consist  of  the  following  particulars  : 


1.  An  undivided  third  part  of  a farm  at  Creeting,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
comprising  a house,  two  barns,  and  outbuildings,  and  142a.  1 r.  24p.  of  land, 
let  to  Mr.  Tydeman,  on  lease  for  11  years  ; the  present  yearly  rent  being  150/. 

This  property  is  represented  to  have  been  purchased  with  the  money  arising 
from  the  sale  of  a house  in  the  parish  of  St.  Clement  in  Ipswich,  said  to  have 
been  given  by  Daniel  Snow  in  1634,  for  educating,  bringing  up,  and  apparelling 
poor  children  in  Christ’s  Hospital,  and  with  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  a 
house  in  the  parish  of  St.  Margaret,  said  to  have  been  formerly  part  of  Felaw’s 
estate  ; but  the  subject  of  the  acquisition  of  the  property  is  involved  in  great 
obscurity,  which  it  is  perhaps  impossible  satisfactorily  to  remove. 

2.  A farm  at  Debenham,  comprising  a house,  buildings,  and  84  a.  1r.  39  p. 
of  land,  let  to  James  Worledge  on  lease  for  11  years,  the  present  yearly  rent 
being  120/. 

This  farm  was  devised  by  Nicholas  Phillips,  by  will  dated  23d  May  I67O, 
to  be  settled  upon  trust,  that  the  rents  and  profits  should  be  employed  for  teach- 
ing poor  children  belonging  to  the  town  of  Ipswich,  providing  them  books,  ink 
and  paper,  apparelling  and  apprenticing  them,  and  finding  flax,  hemp  or  wool 
for  setting  them  to  work,  and  also  for  providing  them  with  bedding,  and  a house 
to  be  taught  in ; and  the  testator  desired  his  executor,  and  the  portmen  of 
Ipswich,  to  give  directions  as  to  the  number  of  the  children,  the  manner  of  pro- 
viding for  them,  and  the  allowance  to  be  made  to  their  master  and  the  governor 
or  guide  of  the  house.  In  1676  the  property  was  conveyed  to  trustees  in  trust 
for  the  above-mentioned  purposes,  and  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  estate  were 
soon  afterwards  applied,  and  have  since  been  uniformly  applied  for  the  general 
purposes  of  Christ’s  Hospital. 

3.  A farm-house,  cottage  and  lands,  containing  26  a.  2r.  4p.,  in  the  parishes 
of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Mary  Stoke,  Ipswich,  in  the  occupation  of  Messrs.  Betts 
and  Bury,  under  a lease  for  11  years,  the  present  annual  rent  being  93/. 

Part  of  this  property  appears  to  have  been  derived  under  the  latter  part  of 
Felaw’s  will,  as  mentioned  above,  and  the  residue  was  purchased  in  1722,  with 

the 
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the  two  following  legacies ; viz.  100/.  given  by  Thomas  Bright,  by  will,  dated 
17th  June  1698,  for  maintaining  in  the  hospital  two  poor  children  belonging 
to  the  parish  of  St.  Matthew  in  Ipswich  ; and  240/.,  bequeathed  by  Richard 
Phillips,  in  1719,  towards  the  support  of  the  hospital. 

It  may  be  noticed  in  this  place,  that  in  conformity  with  the  will  of  Thomas 
Bright  two  poor  boys  of  St.  Matthew’s  parish  are  maintained  and  educated  in 
the  hospital,  being  admitted  on  the  same  terms  as  the  others. 

4.  A meadow,  containing  about  three  acres  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Stoke, 
was  conveyed  for  the  use  of  this  charity  in  1819,  and  is  laid  to  the  farm  last 
above  mentioned  ; and  in  respect  thereof  the  additional  yearly  rent  of  10/.  10s. 
is  paid  by  Messrs.  Betts  and  Bury. 

It  was  intended  to  pay  the  price  of  the  meadow,  250/.,  out  of  a balance 
expected  to  remain  in  hand  in  consequence  of  645/.  being  received  on  a return 
of  property-tax ; but  on  settling  the  yearly  accounts  no  balance  remained, 
whereupon  Mr.  Batley,  the  then  treasurer,  advanced  the  sum  of  250/.,  and 
afterwards  took  a mortgage  of  the  meadow  for  the  amount,  with  interest,  at 
the  rate  of  4f  per  cent,  and  the  mortgage  is  still  subsisting. 

5.  One-third  part  of  a farm  at  Otley,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  consisting  of 
a messuage  and  102a.  2r.  7p-  of  land,  let  to  James  King,  on  lease,  for  11 
years  from  October  1817,  the  present  yearly  rent  of  the  farm  being  118/.  16s. 

The  farm  was  purchased  in  1674,  with  100/.  given  to  the  hospital  by 
Mr.  Hawes,  and  with  monies  belonging  to  Tooley’s  and  Smart’s  charities. 
The  part  belonging  to  Christ’s  Hospital  is  subject  to  the  payment  of  1/.  a year 
to  the  poor  of  Otley,  given  by  the  will  of  Jeffery  Pleasants. 

6.  The  annual  sum  of  19/.  13s.  4 d.,  being  a portion  of  a rentcharge  of 
26  /.  13  s.  4 d.  a year,  called  Brookes’s  Annuity,  charged  on  a messuage  and 
lands  in  Ipswich  and  Bramford,  and  assured  to  the  corporation  by  indenture, 
dated  the  19th  June,  7 James  1. 

The  sum  of  7 /•  a year,  part  of  the  annuity  of  26/.  13  s.  4 d.,  belongs  to 
Scrivener’s  charity,  and  the  residue  was  purchased  with  280  /.  due  from  the 
corporation  for  money  previously  advanced  by  the  treasurer  of  the  hospital. 

7.  The  yearly  sum  of  7 /•  10  s.  paid  by  the  town-treasurer  as  interest  of  the 
following  gifts  or  legacies  received  by  the  corporation,  viz.  20/.  given  by 
Thomas  Goodwin  in  1595,  for  buying  wood  and  coals  to  be  sold  again  to  the 
poor ; 30  /.  given  by  Catharine  Baxter  in  1596,  as  a stock  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  the  poor  people  in  Christ’s  Hospital ; and  100/.,  given  by  Elizabeth 
Robinson  in  1683,  for  the  maintenance  of  two  poor  boys  in  the  hospital. 

8.  The  yearly  sum  of  1 /.,  paid  in  respect  of  part  of  a house  and  yard  in 
Knight-lane  adjoining  the  town  gaol,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Matthew. 

It  was  ordered  at  a great  court  in  1720,  that  a lease  of  the  last-mentioned 
premises  should  be  granted  to  John  Jarmain  for  99  years,  on  payment  of  a fine 
of  10/.,  and  at  a yearly  rent  of  20 s.  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  Christ’s 
Hospital.  The  premises  demised  are  probably  part  of  a garden  belonging  to 
a house  of  the  late  Sir  William  Innes,  bart.  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  rent 
was  reserved  for  a passage-way  or  small  piece  of  the  ground  belonging  to  the 
old  Borough  Gaol. 

9.  The  sum  of  240/.  three-per-cent  consols,  standing  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
William  Batley,  as  trustee  of  the  hospital,  producing  the  yearly  dividend  of 

7/.  4s. 

As  to  this  stock  we  find  that  Dame  Amy  Kemp,  by  will,  dated  11th  October 
1745,  gave  240/.  for  the  support  of  the  hospital-school  in  Ipswich,  and  the 
legacy  was  for  some  time  invested  in  India  bonds,  and  in  or  about  the  year 
1753  the  whole  or  part  of  it  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  the  above-mentioned 
stock.  It  is  somewhat  extraordinary  that  the  quantity  of  stock  should  in 
numerical  amount  be  exactly  the  same  with  the  legacy,  and  we  have  examined 
the  entries  relating  to  the  subject  in  the  books,  but  they  are  not  sufficiently 
clear  or  intelligible  to  afford  an  explanation  of  the  circumstance. 

The  revenues  of  this  charity,  applicable  to  the  support  of  the  hospital,  which 
as  may  be  collected  from  the  above  statement  amount  at  present  to  nearly 
400/.  a year,  are  applied,  after  deducting  the  outgoings  for  repairs,  taxes 
and  incidental  expenses,  to  the  purpose  of  lodging,  maintaining,  clothing, 
educating,  and  apprenticing  poor  boys,  the  number  of  whom  is  generally 
about  16.  The  boys  are  admitted  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  and  continue  in 
the  hospital  until  they  are  14  years  old,  and  the  sum  allowed  towards  appren- 
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ticing  them  is  31.  for  each  boy  placed  out.  The  boys  are  nominated  by  the 
governors  of  the  hospital,  each  governor  nominating  in  turn.  The  guide  of 
the  hospital,  who  is  also  the  bridewell-keeper,  maintains  the  boys  with  provisions, 
at  the  expense  of  5s.  a week  for  each  ; and  the  fuel  for  the  hospital,  the  cloth- 
ing, books,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  boys  is  provided  by  the 
governors. 

By  virtue  of  some  order,  or  by  usage,  the  sum  of  4/.  4s.  is  required  from 
the  friends  of  each  boy  on  his  admission,  of  which  one-half  is  received  by  the 
guide  for  his  own  emolument,  and  the  other  half  goes  to  the  general  account  of 
income.  A schoolmaster  instructs  the  boys  in  reading,  writing,  and  common 
cyphering,  and  has  an  allowance  on  that  account  of  6 d.  a week  tor  each  boy 
he  instructs,  and  has  also  apartments  in  the  hospital,  and  a chaldron  of  coals 
once  a year ; and  once  every  two  years  the  guide  and  the  schoolmaster  have 
each  two  guineas  allowed  for  a coat. 

It  used  to  be  the  custom  to  employ  the  boys  in  spinning  yarn,  but  since  the 
introduction  of  machinery  for  the  purpose  there  has  been  no  sufficient  demand 
for  hand-labour  in  spinning,  to  enable  the  governors  to  continue  that  kind  of 
employment,  and  no  other  useful  occupation  for  the  boys  has  been  substituted 
for  it,  though,  as  generally  allowed,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  a portion  of 
their  time  out  of  school-hours  should  be  engaged  in  some  kind  of  manual  labour. 
It  is  stated  that  this  subject  has  not  escaped  the  attention  of  the  governors,  and 
that  they  found  a difficulty  in  finding  work  for  the  boys ; but  the  subject 
deserves  to  be  again  considered,  as  it  is  possible  that  employment  in  making 
cordage,  or  in  some  other  way,  might  be  resorted  to  with  effect. 

Allen’s,  Scrivener’s,  Burroughs’s,  and  Martins’s  Charities. 

These  charities  are  in  some  measure  consolidated,  in  consequence  of  an  order 
of  the  corporation  in  September  1744,  directing  that  one  person  only  should 
be  yearly  appointed  receiver  of  them.  A receiver  is  accordingly  nominated 
annually  on  the  29th  September  ; but  for  many  years  past  it  has  been  the  course 
to  appoint  the  junior  bailiff  for  the  time  being  to  the  office  of  receiving  the 
income  and  administering  the  charities. 

Allen’s. — John  Allen,  in  or  about  the  year  1570,  gave  to  the  bailiffs,  &c.  of 
Ipswich  60/.,  the  yearly  profits  thereof  to  be  bestowed  upon  gowns,  shirts  and 
smocks  for  the  poorest  and  most  needy  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

The  sum  of  GO/,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  an  annuity  of  4/.  10s. 
charged  on  the  Bull  Inn,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Key,  Ipswich,  and  certain 
lands  and  tenements  in  Whitstead  and  Witnesham,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  by 
deed,  dated  12th  September,  12  Elizabeth,  and  the  rentcharge  is  paid  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  Bull  Inn. 

Scrivener’s. — Ralph  Scrivener,  in  pursuance  of  an  engagement  for  that  pur- 
pose, entered  into  by  him  before  his  marriage  with  Alice  his  wife,  charged  by 
his  Will  his  lands  in  Blakenham  and  Bramford  with  the  payment  of  7 1.  a year 
to  the  bailiffs,  &c.  of  Ipswich,  to  be  bestowed  upon  gowns,  shirts  and  smocks 
for  the  most  poor  and  needy  people,  born,  brought  up,  and  resident  in  the 
town. 

By  a Deed,  dated  the  19th  June,  7 James  1,  John  Scrivener,  in  considera- 
tion of  280/.,  and  of  a grant  to  him  by  the  bailiffs,  &c.  of  the  said  annuity  of 
7/.  assigned  to  the  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  an  annuity  of  26/.  135. 4r/. 
which  had  been  charged  by  a deed,  dated  in  the  32d  of  Eliz.  upon  a messuage 
and  120  acres  of  land  in  Ipswich  and  Bramford  ; and  the  bailiffs,  &c.  thereby 
covenanted  to  employ  the  yearly  sum  of  7G  part  of  the  annuity  of  26/.  135.  4 d., 
to  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  said  Alice 
Scrivener. 

The  annuity  is  received  from  Mr.  Hitchcock,  the  owner  of  the  estate,  liable 
to  the  payment  by  the  treasurer  of  Christ’s  Hospital,  who  pays  out  oi  it  7 /• 
a year  for  the  purposes  of  Scrivener’s  charity. 

Burroughs’s. — John  Burroughs,  by  Will,  dated  the  22d  March  1613,  gave  to 
the  bailiffs,  See.  1001.  to  be  paid  when  they  should  purchase  lands  of  the  yearly 
value  of  51.,  and  he  directed  the  said  yearly  sum  of  51.  to  be  distributed  by  the^ 
bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  or  by  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Lawrence  every  Good  Friday,  in  the  church  of  St.  Lawrence,  after  morning 
prayer,  among  40  poor  men  and  women  of  Ipswich. 

The  sum  of  100/.  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  called  Manger’s  and 
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Swan’s  Nest,  in  the  parish  of  Westerfield,  containing  26  acres  or  thereabouts, 
which  were  conveyed  to  the  bailiffs,  &c.  by  deed,  dated  29th  November, 
19  James  1,  and  form  part  of  the  estate  next  mentioned. 

Martin's. — Richard  Martin , by  Deed,  dated  the  18th  February  1621,  con- 
veyed to  the  then  bailiffs  and  portmen  of  Ipswich  a farm  in  Westerfield,  in 
trust,  to  pay  20/.  a year  to  such  two  scholars  of  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
who  should  formerly  have  been  scholars  in  the  Free  School  of  Ipswich,  as  the 
bailiffs  and  majority  of  the  portmen  of  Ipswich  for  the  time  being  should  ap- 
point ; one  of  them  being  a bachelor  of  arts,  and  resident  in  one  of  the  halls  or 
colleges,  to  have  14/.  a year,  and  the  other,  being  likewise  resident  in  one  of 
halls  or  colleges,  to  have  6/.  a year  for  such  times  respectively  as  the  bailiffs 
and  majority  of  the  portmen  should  appoint ; and  he  thereby  authorized  and 
directed  the  bailiffs  and  portmen  to  withdraw  the  yearly  payments  when  they 
should  think  fit,  and  immediately  afterwards  to  appoint  other  such  scholars  as 
before  mentioned  to  enjoy  the  benefit ; and  in  case  there  should  be  no  such 
scholars,  then  the  said  20/.  should  be  bestowed  in  such  manner  as  to  the 
bailiffs  and  the  major  part  of  the  portmen  should  seem  most  expedient : and  he 
directed  that  the  yearly  sum  of  10/.  should  be  bestowed  in  apparel,  to  be  dis- 
tributed by  the  appointment  of  the  two  bailiffs  among  the  poor  inhabitants  of 
Ipswich,  whereof  the  poor  of  St.  Margaret’s  parish  should  have  yearly  40 s. 
worth,  and  that  the  surplus  profits  of  the  premises  should  be  from  time  to  time 
lent  out,  upon  good  security,  freely  to  such  poor  clothiers  and  shearmen,  or  if 
none  such,  then  to  such  other  inhabitants,  being  freemen  of  the  town,  and  for 
such  times,  not  exceeding  seven  years  to  one  man,  as  the  bailiffs,  the  most  of 
the  portmen,  and  common  council  should  think  fit. 

The  land  purchased  with  Burroughs’s  gift,  and  the  estate  settled  by  Martin, 
constitute  together  a farm,  comprising  a house,  buildings,  and  107  a.  1 r.  30  p. 
of  land,  which  is  let  to  Robert  Fuller  and  Son,  on  lease  for  11  years,  the  present 
yearly  rent  being  123/.  4 s. 

Out  of  the  income  derived  from  these  several  charities,  now  amounting 
together  to  135/.  4s.  a year,  exhibitions  of  14/,  and  61.  are  paid  to  students 
at  Cambridge,  qualified  as  directed  by  Martin’s  deed,  when  they  are  called  for ; 
and  the  residue  of  the  income,  after  defraying  the  expense  of  repairs  and 
necessary  outgoings  in  respect  of  the  estates,  is  distributed  in  clothing  and 
money  among  poor  persons  of  Ipswich,  the  course  being  to  apply  the  income 
received,  during  one-half  of  the  year,  in  providing  shirts  and  shifts,  which  are 
distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  and  to  distribute  the  remainder  of  the  clear 
income  among  poor  persons  at  St.  Lawrence’s  Church  on  Good  Friday,  in  sums 
of  35.  6d.  to  each  poor  person. 

The  exhibition  to  a bachelor  student  has  not  been  paid  or  called  for  since 
1796  ; but  there  is  generally  some  under  graduate  scholar  to  receive  the  exhi- 
bition of  6/.  a year. 

There  were  laid  out  in  repairs  in  1825,  29/.  11  s.  2 d.,  and  in  1826,  31/.  2 s.  6d . 

Forty  shillings  worth  of  clothing  is  not  specifically  given  every  year  to  the 
poor  of  St.  Margaret’s  parish  as  directed  by  Martin’s  deed,  but  in  substance 
poor  persons  of  that  parish  receive  the  benefit  of  the  charity  to  that  or  a larger 
amount. 

The  surplus  income  from  Martin’s  charity  beyond  the  sum  of  30/.  used  to  be 
paid  to  the  clavigers  of  the  corporation,  as  managers  of  the  several  charities  in 
Ipswich,  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  money  on  loan,  which  are  blended 
together  under  the  name  of  the  Lending  Cash  Charity ; but  since  1802  a diffe- 
rent practice  has  prevailed,  and  the  surplus  has  been  distributed  in  the  manner 
already  mentioned.  It  would  be  right,  we  think,  to  apply  the  surplus  in  the 
way  directed  by  the  deed,  when  the  Lending  Cash  Charity  is  put  into  a proper 
course  of  management ; but  at  present  the  affairs  of  that  charity  seem  involved 
in  some  confusion,  and  in  the  mean  time,  perhaps,  the  present  course  of  dispen- 
sation may  be  followed  without  much  impropriety  *. 

Cutler’s  Charity. 

William  Cutler , by  Will,  dated  24th  January  1620,  bequeathed  to  the 
bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  Ipswich,  100/.,  upon  trust,  that  they 


* Note. — The  report  of  the  Lending-cash-charity  is  postponed,  some  further  information  in 
relation  to  it  being  wanted. 
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should  therewith  purchase  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  of  the  full  and 
clear  yearly  value  of  61.  ; and  he  willed  that  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  of 
the  lands  should,  by  the  bailiffs  and  portmen,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  be 
yearly  bestowed  for  and  towards  the  maintenance  of  three  poor  persons,  viz.  to 
each  of  them  4<0  s.,  and  he  directed  the  said  100 /.  to  be  paid  as  soon  as  a pur- 
chase could  be  found. 

We  are  informed  that  in  1625  the  corporation  laid  out  the  100/.  in  the 
purchase  of  a meadow  then  said  to  be  of  the  yearly  value  of  6/.,  and  that  the 
meadow  was  laid  to  the  Handfordhall  farm  near  Ipswich,  belonging  to  the 
corporation,  and  is  still  occupied  with  it,  and  that  the  tenant  of  the  farm  pays 
3 /.  half-yearly,  to  the  receiver  of  this  charity,  who  is  annually  appointed  on 
the  29th  September,  being  generally  the  junior  bailiff’  which  it  has  been  cus- 
tomary to  distribute  among  six  poor  persons. 

The  muniments  of  the  corporation  being  in  a very  confused  state,  we  have 
not  been  able  to  meet  with  the  conveyance  deed  of  the  meadow,  but 
a search  ought  to  be  made  for  it  by  the  corporation,  and  if  it  be  true,  as  is 
represented,  that  the  land  was  specifically  purchased  for  the  charity,  we  think 
the  quantity  of  land  should  be  ascertained  by  aid  of  the  description  in  the  deed, 
and  the  yearly  value  of  the  meadow  should  be  given  to  poor  persons  in  sums  of 
2 /.  to  each. 


Osmond’s  and  Tyler’s  Charities. 

One  of  the  common-council-men  is  appointed  treasurer  or  receiver  of  the 
revenues  of  these  charities  by  order  of  the  corporation. 

Osmond’s. — Benjamin  Osmond , by  Will,  dated  31st  July  1619,  gave  to  the 
bailiffs,  burgesses  and  commonalty  350/.  to  be  bestowed  as  follows:  100/.  upon 
building  or  buying  four  several  tenements  for  four  honest  aged  poor  to  dwell  in, 
200/.  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  for  and  towards  the  weekly  relief 
of  the  said  aged  men,  and  50/.  for  and  towards  building  a new  Cornhill  cross. 

We  are  unable  to  give  any  clear  account  of  this  charity.  It  is  stated  that 
the  testator’s  assets  proving  insufficient  for  payment  of  the  legacies  given  by 
his  will,  the  corporation,  after  examining  the  executorship  accounts,  consented 
to  accept  250/.  in  discharge  of  the  legacy,  provided  the  other  legatees  would 
abate  in  proportion  ; but  no  entry  has  been  found  of  the  sum  actually  received. 
Part  of  the  fund  appears  to  have  been  laid  out  in  or  about  the  year  1626,  in 
the  purchase  of  certain  premises  in  Shotley,  which  w'ere  sold  again  in  1657,  f°r 
154/.  5s. ; and  at  a great  court  in  1694,  it  was  ordered  that  the  250/.  of  Mr. 
Osmond’s  Gift  with  interest  due  thereon,  and  then  in  the  hands  of  the  town- 
treasurer  should  be  placed  out  upon  security.  Afterwards  a house  in  the  parish 
of  Saint  Matthew  in  Ipswich  was  purchased  with  a part  of  the  gift ; this  W'as 
divided  into  four  tenements,  which,  or  four  cottages  in  the  same  situation,  now 
remain,  and  are  occupied,  three  of  them  rent  free  by  poor  persons  placed 
therein  by  the  bailiffs,  and  the  other  by  a tenant  at  6/.  a year,  which  rent  is 
applied  in  payment  of  8 s.  8d.  a quarter  to  the  occupier  of  one  of  the  other 
cottages,  and  in  the  repairs  and  insurance  of  the  premises. 

The  corporation  treasurer  used  to  pay  to  the  receiver  of  this  charity  the  sum 
of  10/.  as  interest  of  200/.,  but  that  payment  was  discontinued  in  1795,  on  ac- 
count, as  has  been  suggested,  of  200/.  and  upwards  having  been  applied  in 
putting  the  four  tenements  which  had  become  ruinous  into  complete  repair. 
We  have  not  been  able  however  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  information  on  this 
head,  in  consequence  partly  of  the  account-book  of  the  late  Mr.  Catt,  who  was 
treasurer  or  receiver  of  Osmond’s  and  Tyler’s  charities  for  a considerable  time, 
not  being  to  be  found.  If  the  corporation  do  not  show  that  the  200/.,  for  which 
they  paid  interest,  was  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  they  must  lie 
under  the  imputation  of  being  indebted  to  the  charity  to  that  amount. 

Tyler’s. — William  Tyler , who  died  in  1643,  gave  to  the  bailiffs  of  Ipswich 
300/.,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  therewith  purchase  houses  or  lands  to  the 
yearly  value  of  15/.,  and  that  the  yearly  value  thereof  should  be  employed  for, 
and  towards  the  apparelling,  training  up  and  teaching  at  school  so  many  poor 
children  as  the  same  would  extend  to,  and,  when  they  should  be  fit,  for  the 
binding  them  forth  apprentices  to  some  fitting  trades,  provided  the  children  be 
of  honest  parents  and  of  the  town  of  Ipswich  ; and  he  willed  that  the  portmen 
or  the  greatest  number  of  them,  and  the  four  and  twenty  men  or  fourteen  ot  them 
should  manage  the  charity. 


The 
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The  sum  of  300/.  was  laid  out  in  1649  with  funds  belonging  to  Christ’s  Hos- 
pital and  Smart’s  Charity,  in  the  purchase  of  a farm  at  Creeting,  mentioned  in 
the  Reports  of  those  charities  as  being  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Tydeman,  at 
the  rent  of  150/.  per  annum,  and  by  virtue  of  orders  of  the  corporation  and 
long  usage,  one  third  part  of  the  rents  is  appropriated  to  Tyler’s  Charity. 

This  charity  appears  for  some  time  to  have  been  applied  in  union  with  Snow’s 
Charity,  referred  to  in  the  Report  of  Christ’s  Hospital,  towards  the  teaching, 
buying  of  books  for,  apparelling  and  apprenticing  of  boys,  and  in  the  payment  of 
105.  a year  to  the  master,  and  6s.  8d.  a year  to  the  usher  of  the  gram  mar-school 
for  eacli  of  the  boys  under  their  respective  care  ; but  in  1705  Snow’s  Gift  was  by 
order  of  the  corporation  applied  to  the  use  of  Christ’s  Hospital,  and  the  pay- 
ments to  the  master  and  usher  of  the  grammar-school  have  long  been  discon- 
tinued, and  the  course  of  applying  Tyler’s  Charity,  which  has  now  for  some  time 
prevailed,  is  first  in  the  payment  of  30s.  a year  to  the  parents  of  each  boy  on 
the  foundation  at  the  grammar-school,  underan  order  signedby  the  two  bailiffs,  for 
providing  them  with  books,  &c.  and  the  remainder  of  the  rents  is  applied  under 
the  order  of  the  bailiffs,  towards  apprenticing  such  of  the  boys  as  have  been 
four  years  at  the  grammar-school ; the  sum  of  51.  being  allowed  to  each  for  that 
purpose.  There  appears  from  the  books  of  the  present  treasurer  to  be  a debt 
of  about  150/.  due  from  Osmond’s  to  Tyler’s  charity,  but  as  the  accounts  are 
involved  in  some  confusion,  and  there  are  no  available  funds  belonging  to 
Osmond’s  charity,  it  would  be  best,  we  think,  to  consider  that  debt  as  no  longer 
subsisting,  and  to  place  the  two  charities  forthwith  under  the  management  of 
separate  receivers. 


Ipswich. 

Charities  under 
the  administration 
of  the  Bailiffs, 
Burgesses,  and 
Commonalty  of 
Ipswich. 

Osmond’s  and 
Tyler’s  Charities, 
continued. 


Crane’s  Charity. 

John  Crane , esq.  by  Will,  dated  26th  June  1651,  after  directing  his  executors  Crane’s  Charity* 
to  purchase  lands  of  the  yearly  value  of  62/.,  and  to  convey  the  same  to  feoffees, 
in  trust,  to  give  the  first  year’s  rent  thereof  to  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
the  second  to  the  town  of  Wisbeach,  the  third  to  the  town  of  Cambridge,  the 
fourth  to  the  town  of  Lynn  Regis,  and  the  fifth  year’s  revenue  to  the  town 
corporate  of  Ipswich,  and  the  subsequent  years  rents  to  the  university  and  the 
different  towns,  in  the  same  order  successively ; and  after  giving  directions  as 
to  the  application  of  the  rents  given  to  the  other  towns  in  the  way  of  loan  to 
young  men  and  otherwise,  the  testator,  as  to  the  year’s  rent  (taken  at  60/.) 
given  to  the  town  corporate  of  Ipswich,  directed  the  same  to  be  lent  out  freely 
by  the  two  bailiffs  of  Ipswich,  the  recorder,  and  four  of  the  chief  men  of  that 
body,  to  three  young  men,  to  help  to  set  them  up,  in  sums  of  20/.  to  each,  they 
putting  in  good  security  to  repay  the  same  at  the  end  of  20  years,  and  then  to 
be  lent  out  to  three  other  young  men  in  like  order,  putting  in  good  security  for 
the  repayment  at  the  20  years  end,  and  this  to  continue  until  the  town  should 
have  200/.  stock,  (60/.  coming  in  every  fifth  year,)  to  be  lent  freely  for  20 
years,  and  shifting  to  new  parties  every  20  years  ; and  that  after  the  200/.  stock 
raised,  the  60/.  a year  should  be  given  and  bestowed  “upon  honest  poor  men 
that  be  imprisoned  for  debt,  or  old  women,  or  the  relief  of  poor  men  in  want, 
or  to  relieve  them  out  of  prison  for  debt,  desiring  them  intrusted  in  this  busi- 
ness, as  they  will  answer  it  before  God,  that  they  relieve  the  most  honest, 
godliest,  and  religious  men  and  women  in  the  said  several  towns,  that  have 
lived  well  and  have  a good  report,  being  fallen  in  decay  by  some  extraordinary 
occasion,  and  not  to  give  it  to  dissembling,  hypocritical  persons.”  And  by 
a codicil,  dated  the  20th  September  following,  after  declaring,  that  if  any  of 
those  intrusted  to  lend  the  20/.  a-piece  to  divers  men  should  be  so  careless  as 
to  lose  one  half  of  the  200/.,  then  the  other  towns  should  have  the  whole  profit 
of  that  his  gift  bestowed  on  them  for  the  use  of  the  poor  in  those  towns,  he 
gave  40  s.  to  every  town  where  the  money  was  to  be  bestowed  to  have  a sermon 
that  year,  to  invite  other  men  to  do  the  like. 

In  pursuance  of  the  will,  and  of  a decree  in  chancery,  dated  28th  June  1658, 
the  executors  in  the  will  named,  by  indenture  dated  4th  August  1658,  conveyed 
to  10  feoffees  (two  appointed  by  each  corporation)  several  parcels  of  land, 
meadow  and  pasture,  containing  by  estimation  132  acres,  lying  in  the  several 
bounders  in  Fleet  and  Holbeach,  in  the  parts  of  Holland  in  Lincolnshire,  then 
let  upon  a lease  for  20  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  62/.,  upon  trust,  among  other 
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Ipswich. 

Charities  under 
the  administration 
of  the  Bailiffs, 
Burgesses,  and 
Commonalty  of 
Ipswich. 

Crane’s  Charity, 
continued. 


things  to  permit  the  bailiffs,  &c.  of  Ipswich  for  the  time  being  to  receive  the 
fifth  year’s  rent  or  revenue  of  the  said  land  and  premises,  that  is  to  say,  the 
rents  and  profits  payable  in  and  for  the  year  1662,  and  so  afterwards  every 
fifth  year’s  rent  of  the  said  lands  successively,  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  two 
bailiffs,  the  recorder,  and  four  of  the  chief  men  of  that  body  for  the  time  being, 
as  the  said  John  Crane  had  by  his  will  and  codicil  directed,  out  of  which  40s. 
should  be  from  time  to  time  paid  for  the  preaching  of  a sermon  in  the  parish- 
church  of  St.  Matthew  in  Ipswich,  being  the  parish  wherein  the  testator’s  father 
was  born,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October  in  every  year ; and  upon  further 
trust,  that  when  there  should  not  be  above  two  left  of  the  feoffees  living,  they 
should,  upon  the  request  and  at  the  charge  of  the  university  and  the  four 
towns,  assure  the  premises  to  10  other  persons,  two  to  be  nominated  by  each  of 
the  said  five  places,  upon  the  same  trusts  as  before  mentioned.  The  estate  has 
since,  at  different  times,  been  conveyed  to  new  trustees  nominated  by  the 
university  and  each  of  the  towns,  the  trust-deeds  being  left  in  the  custody  of 
the  university. 

The  charity-estate  consists  of  132  acres  of  pasture-land,  and  is  under  the 
management  of  agents  at  Wisbeach,  acting  on  behalf  of  all  the  corporations 
interested  in  the  charity.  It  has  long  been  usual  to  let  the  land  in  separate 
parcels  to  several  different  tenants  on  leases  for  20  years,  and  the  preparation 
of  the  numerous  leases  has  been  attended  with  a heavy  expense ; hut  since 
April  1827,  when  the  last  leases  expired,  the  lands  have  been  let  to  tenants  at 
will  only,  at  439/.  a year,  and  the  question,  what  is  the  best  method  of 
letting  the  lands  in  future  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  is  at  present  under  the 
consideration  of  the  different  corporations. 

The  rents  reserved  by  the  leases  which  expired  in  1807,  amounted  to 
139/.  15s.  a year;  and  by  the  leases  expiring  in  1827,  to  395/.  10s.  a year. 
A copy  of  the  last  account  of  the  agents  rendered  to  the  corporation  of  Ipswich 
is  subjoined. 

It  appears  from  the  books  of  the  corporation  of  Ipswich,  that  the  sum  of  60/. 
was  not  received  for  a year’s  rent  of  the  estate  for  some  time  after  the  purchase  ; 
and  in  consequence  of  deficiencies  and  of  neglect  or  misapplication,  the  stock 
or  fund  of  200/.  for  the  purpose  of  loans  was  not  made  up  before  the  year  1713. 
The  loan-fund  became  part  of  the  general  charity  or  fund  at  Ipswich  called  the 
Lending  Cash,  of  which  a separate  account  will  be  hereafter  given ; and  since 
1713  the  fifth  year’s  rent,  received  by  the  corporation  of  Ipswich,  has  been 
applied  by  the  bailiffs,  recorder,  and  some  of  the  chief  men  of  the  corporation, 
to  charitable  purposes  of  the  kind  designated  by  the  donor,  each  of  them 
generally  distributing  or  disposing  of  a portion,  and  an  account  of  the  appli- 
cation, wTith  the  names  of  the  individuals  relieved,  has  in  most  instances  been 
entered  in  the  audit-book  of  the  corporation ; but  we  have  not  been  supplied 
with  an  account  of  the  application  of  the  balance  of  rents  last  received ; viz. 
for  the  year  ending  Lady-day  1823,  and  the  particulars  of  such  application  have 
not  yet  been  entered  in  the  audit-book*. 

A question  has  arisen  whether  the  four  senior  portmen,  or  what  other  persons, 
answer  the  description  in  the  will  of  “ four  of  the  chief  men  of  the  corpora- 
tion and  it  appears  to  us  the  members  of  the  corporation  should  take  and 
be  governed  by  the  opinion  of  counsel  on  the  subject. 


* Note. — It  was  represented  to  us  at  the  time  of  this  Inquiry,  that  the  balance  had  been  distri- 
buted, though  the  distribution  was  not  entered,  and  that  an  account  of  the  distribution  would  be 
supplied  to  us  ; but  we  find  that  Mr.  Jackaman,  the  late  town-clerk,  (who  has  since  become  bank- 
rupt) had  retained  the  balance ; and  he  has  stated  before  the  Commissioners  of  Bankrupt,  a sum 
of  200/.,  or  thereabouts,  to  be  due  to  the  charity,  for  which  we  apprehend  a claim  on  behalt  of 
the  charity  has  or  will  be  entered  on  the  proceedings.  There  appears  to  hare  been  some  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  corporation  concerned  in  the  distribution,  in  not  calling  for  the 
balance. 

The 
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Last  Account. 


The  corporation  of  Ipswich,  for  the  rents  of  Crane’s  Charity-estates,  in 
account  with  Girdlestone  and  Wing : — 


Sept.  1824. — To  20  per  cent  retained  by 
the  tenants  out  of  their  rents 
To  Matthew  Taylor’s  executors,  for  a 
year’s  land-tax  for  the  whole  estate,  due 
at  Lady-day  1823  - 

To  remittance  to  Mr.  Jackaman,  on  23d 
August  1824  ----- 

To  your  i-th  of  bill  for  leases,  £.  53  17  1 

D*  of  Mr.  Whincup’s  bill  - - 15  2 


To  your  -|th  of  expenses  of  viewing  the 
estates  ------ 

To  poundage  on  receipt  of  353 1.  10  s. 

To  stamps,  postages  and  messengers  seve- 
ral times  to  the  tenants,  to  obtain  their 
rents  ...... 


£.  s.  d. 

79  2 ~ 

8 - 4 
150  - - 

54  12  3 

121 

8 16  9 

2 2 - 


To  remittance  to  Mr.  Jackaman,  to 
balance  - - - - - 


£. 


303  15  5 
91  H 7 
395  10  - 


Sept.  1824. — By  a year’s 
rent,  due  from  the  seve- 
ral tenants  at  Lady-day 
1823 ; viz. 

George  Allenby 

John  Bean  - 

Clay  and  Warrington 

Thomas  Gregory 

James  Huckbody 

John  Marketly 

Thomas  Roberts 

William  Smith 

Matthew  Taylor’s  executors 


£. 

s. 

d. 

£.' 

».  d » 

23 

10 

21 

- 

- 

37 

10 

- 

34 

10 

- 

38 

- 

- 

42 

- 

- 

31 

- 

- 

47 

- 

- 

121 

- 

- 

395 

10  - 

£. 

395 

10  - 

PARISH  OF  ST.  CLEMENT. 

The  Parish  Almshouses. 

There  are  five  almshouses  near  the  church-yard  in  this  parish,  which  are  St-  Clement, 
occupied  by  five  poor  persons,  placed  therein  by  the  parish-officers,  being  persons  The  Parish 
not  receiving  regular  parochial  relief.  The  almshouses  are  kept  in  repair  at  Almshouses, 

the  expense  of  the  parish,  and  were  built  upon  ground  given  for  the  purpose 
by  the  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  commonalty  of  Ipswich,  and  conveyed  to  trustees 
by  deed,  dated  the  31st  October,  26  Elizabeth. 

Robinson’s  Charity. 

Elizabeth  Robinson , by  Will,  dated  1st  July  1680,  gave  to  the  bailiffs  of  Robinson’s  Charity. 
Ipswich  100/.,  to  the  intent,  among  other  things,  that  they  should  pay  to  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  this  parish,  2/.  12  5.,  in  order 
that  they  might,  every  Sunday  after  service  and  sermon  in  the  morning,  distri- 
bute 1 s.  worth  of  bread  to  12  of  the  poorest  aged  and  impotent  persons  of 
the  parish. 

The  bailiffs  of  Ipswich  send  1 s.  worth  of  bread  weekly,  and  the  same  is  dis- 
tributed at  the  church  by  the  parish-clerk,  under  the  direction  of  the  church- 
wardens. 


Wright’s  Charity. — The  Workhouse. 

Mary  Wright , by  Deed,  dated  29th  November  1698,  conveyed  to  20  inha-  Wright’sCharity 

bitants  of  this  parish,  as  trustees,  five  messuages  in  the  parish,  to  be  by  the  The  Workhouse. 

trustees  and  the  churchwardens  made  suitable  for  the  reception  of  so  many  of 

the  most  necessitous  poor  of  the  parish  as  they  should  think  fit,  and  to  the 

intent  that  a convenient  room  or  rooms  should  be  made  and  employed  as  a 

workhouse  for  all  such  poor  of  the  parish,  especially  children,  as  the  trustees 

and  churchwardens  should  think  fit  to  send  thither  ; and  it  was  by  the  deed 

directed,  that  the  person  who  should  have  the  oversight  and  care  of  the  poor 
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St.  Clement.  should,  one  hour  every  day,  teach  or  cause  the  poor  to  be  taught  to  read  ; and 

y—  . that  the  trustees  and  churchwardens,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  yearly, 

^ The ' ' W or k h'o ill e on  ^ie  September,  distribute  40  s.  to  40  poor  persons,  equally,  who  should 
1 continued.  be  thought  by  them  proper  objects  of  charity.  The  deed  also  contains  a direc- 

\ -j  tion,  that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  four  they  should  convey  the 

premises  to  other  inhabitants,  householders,  to  make  up  the  number  of  11  at 
least;  but  there  has  been  no  conveyance  to  new  trustees  since  the  vear  1724. 

These  buildings  have  for  a very  long  time  been  used  as  a parish  workhouse, 
and  inhabited  by  parish  paupers  and  their  children.  The  governor  of  the 
workhouse  is  paid  out  of  the  parish-rates  the  sum  of  1 s.  a week  for  teaching 
the  children  in  the  workhouse  to  read  one  hour  each  day,  and  he  teaches  them 
accordingly  ; and  the  sum  of  40  s.  a year  is  also  paid  out  of  the  rates,  and 
distributed  among  40  poor  persons  by  the  churchwardens. 

Green’s  Charity. 

Green’s  Charity.  Samuel  Gt'een,  who  died  in  or  about  the  year  1685,  bequeathed  50/.  to 
purchase  land,  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  be  distributed  to  poor  widows 
and  children  of  seamen  of  this  parish,  in  slich  proportions  as  to  the  church- 
wardens should  seem  meet,  annually,  in  the  church,  on  the  28th  November,  in 
the  presence  of  the  minister. 

This  legacy,  with  an  addition  of  10  /.  given  by  the  testator’s  widow,  was 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  five  acres  of  land  at  Westerfield,  near  Ipswich,  which 
was  conveyed  to  trustees  by  deed,  dated  25th  January  1704,  and  on  the  enclo- 
sure of  Westerfield  Green  an  allotment  of  three  rods  of  land  was  added. 

The  estate  is  under  the  management  of  eight  feoffees,  and  is  let  as  follows  : 
the  five  acres  of  land  to  Edward  Bevan,  by  agreement,  for  seven  years,  from 
29th  September  1826,  at  the  annual  rent  of  16  /.,  and  the  allotment  to  Mr.  John 
Cobbold,  junior,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  1 /.  per  annum. 

Out  of  the  rents  the  sum  of  2 s.  6 d.  a year  is  paid  to  the  sexton,  and  the 
remainder  is  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  among  poor  widows  and  children 
of  seamen  on  the  28th  November,  when  there  is  a sufficient  number  of  poor 
persons  of  that  description  to  receive  the  charity,  and  when  not,  the  surplus  is 
given  among  other  necessitous  persons  of  the  parish. 


Cole’s  Gift. 

Cole’s  Gift.  Robert  Cole , in  or  about  the  year  1719>  bequeathed  50  /.  to  purchase  a piece 

of  land,  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  to  be  distributed 
once  a fortnight  in  the  parish-church,  on  Sundays,  after  morning  sermon,  to 
poor  seamen’s  widows  living  in  the  parish,  and  not  taking  collection. 

This  legacy  was  not  laid  out  in  land  as  directed,  but  was  many  years  ago 
applied  to  the  use  of  the  parish  in  the  repair  of  the  church,  and  as  interest  of 
the  money,  the  churchwardens,  out  of  the  church  rates,  pay  a baker  for  supply- 
ing 2 s.  worth  of  bread  once  a fortnight,  which  is  distributed  at  the  church 
among  poor  persons. 

Lar ice’s  Charity. 


Larke’s  Charity. 


Eduard  Larlce,  who  died  in  1722,  by  his  Will,  charged  his  house  in  this 
parish  with  the  payment  of  10s.  a year  to  the  minister  for  a sermon  on  the  22d 
October,  2s.  a year  to  the  clerk,  and  20 s.  a year  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  and 
given  to  the  working  poor  of  the  parish. 

The  annuities  are  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  property  charged,  and  the  sum 
of  20  s.  a year  is  distributed  in  bread,  according  to  the  donor’s  direction. 


Dorkin’s  Charity. 

Darkin’s  Charity.  John  Dorian , by  Will,  dated  22d  December  1727,  gave  to  his  executors  100/. 

to  purchase  a freehold  estate,  the  profits  thereof  to  be  distributed  as  follows : 
10^.  to  the  minister  for  reading  prayers  on  the  14th  September  yearly,  and  the 
remainder  among  poor  seamen’s  widows  and  their  children,  and  such  other 
poor  persons,  belonging  to  and  not  receiving  collection  from  the  parish,  as  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  should  think  proper. 


The 
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The  legacy  was  laid  out  in  1752,  in  the  purchase  of  a piece  of  land  in  the 
parish  of  St  Helen’s,  Ipswich,  containing  2 a.  2r.  2p.,  which  was  first  con- 
veyed to  trustees  by  deed,  dated  the  7th  August  1752,  and  has  recently  been 
conveyed  to  new  trustees  by  deed  dated  the  11th  October  1825. 

The  land  is  let  on  lease  for  21  years,  which  will  expire  at  Michaelmas  1828, 
to  Joseph  Barton,  at  the  rent  of  15/.  a year.  There  was  a further  rent  reserved 
for  the  privilege  of  making  bricks,  &c.  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  clay 
taken  for  the  purpose,  but  it  is  some  time  since  the  tenant  has  availed  himself  of 
the  privilege. 

The  rent  is  applied  according  to  the  directions  of  the  will,  except  that  most 
of  the  poor  who  partake  of  the  charity  receive  parochial  relief.  A preference 
is  indeed  given  to  such  as  do  not  receive  relief  from  the  parish,  but  it  appears 
to  us  that  the  benefit  of  the  charity  ought  to  be  confined  more  strictly  to  that 
class  of  poor  persons  designated  by  the  donor. 

Brown’s  Gift. 

Captain  John  Browi,  late  of  this  parish,  deceased,  bequeathed  a charitable 
legacy  of  100  /.,  and  directed  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  yearly  to 
the  poor  of  this  parish  in  such  a way  as  his  executors  should  think  proper,  but 
his  widow,  who  possessed  herself  of  his  personal  property,  left  the  neighbour- 
hood some  time  ago,  and  her  circumstances  and  character  are  such,  that  any 
attempt  to  enforce  payment  of  the  legacy  would  be  fruitless. 


PARISH  OF  ST.  LAWRENCE. 

Bloss’s  Charity. 

Tobias  BIoss,  by  Will,  dated  13th  July  1630,  gave  to  the  bailiffs,  burgesses, 
and  commonalty  of  Ipswich,  four  marks  a year,  to  be  paid  out  of  his  lands, 
called  Apostle’s  Esher,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Margaret,  Ipswich,  to  the  intent 
that  four  sermons  should  be  preached  in  the  parish-church  of  St.  Lawrence, 
for  preparation  for  the  Communion  on  the  Friday  in  the  afternoon  next  before 
every  festival  quarter-day  in  the  year,  for  which  the  preacher  should  have  10y., 
the  sexton  for  ringing  the  bell,  &c.  Is.,  and  2s.  4 d.  should  go  in  bread  for  the 
poor. 

The  sum  of  2/.  13  s.  4 d.  a year  is  paid  by  Mileson  Edgar,  esq.,  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  land  charged,  and  is  applied  as  directed  by  the  will,  and  the 
bread  is  distributed  immediately  after  the  sermon. 

Sayer’s  Gift. 

William  Sayer , in  or  about  the  year  1680,  bequeathed  to  the  bailiffs  and  five 
eldest  portmen  of  Ipswich,  100/.,  to  the  intent  that  out  of  the  interest  thereof 
bread  should  be  weekly  distributed  at  St.  Lawrence  church  by  the  officers,  in 
the  forenoon  of  every  sabbath,  if  there  should  be  a sermon,  and  if  no  sermon 
there,  then  to  be  distributed  at  the  parish-church  of  St.  Mary  Tower. 

The  sum  of  5/.  a year,  interest  of  the  100/.,  is  laid  out  by  the  corporation  in 
bread,  which  is  distributed  weekly  on  Sundays  in  St.  Lawrence  church,  when 
a sermon  is  preached  there,  and  on  other  occasions  at  the  church  of  St.  Mary 
Tower. 

Colman’s  Gift. 

Francis  Colman,  by  Deed,  dated  2d  September  1729,  demised  to  the  bailiffs, 
burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  Ipswich,  six  acres  of  land  in  St.  Helens  parish, 
at  the  rent  of  8 /.  2 s.  a year ; and  by  indenture,  dated  4th  September  1729, 
he  conveyed  the  land,  subject  to  the  lease,  to  11  trustees,  inhabitants  of  this 
parish,  upon  trust,  that  the  rent  of  8 /.  2 s.  should  be  disposed  of  by  the  sole 
direction  of  the  minister  of  St.  Lawrence,  for  the  benefit  of  the  working  poor 
people  of  that  parish  who  should  receive  no  ordinary  or  weekly  alms  or  collec- 
tion from  the  parish,  viz.  51.  2 s.  a year,  to  be  distributed  in  bread,  at  two 
dozen  a week,  by  the  minister,  or  his  direction,  every  Sunday,  and  the  residue 
of  the  81.  2 s.  a year,  to  be  yearly  laid  out  by  the  minister,  or  his  direction,  in 
shirts  and  shifts;  and  the  deed  contains  directions  for  appointing  11  new  trus- 
tees, inhabitants  of  the  parish,  to  be  nominated  by  the  parishioners,  at  a vestry- 
meeting, when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  two. 

Rep.  19.  3 P 


St.  Clement. 

Darkin’s  Charity, 
continued. 

< „ , _y 


Brown’s  Gift. 


St.  Lawrence. 
Bloss’s  Charity. 


Sayer’s  Gift. 


Colman’s  Gift. 


The 


St.  Lawrence. 


Colman’s  Gift, 
continued. 

V— ^ / 


St.  Margaret. 
The  Parish  Land. 


Bread  Charity 
Estates. 


478  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

The  trustees  have  been  renewed  from  time  to  time,  and  new  trustees  are  at 
present  about  to  be  appointed. 

The  rent  of  8/.  2s.  has  been  regularly  applied  in  the  way  mentioned  in  the 
deed.  The  bread  is  distributed  every  Sunday  afternoon,  and  the  shirts  and 
shifts  at  Christmas.  The  directions  of  the  donor,  as  to  the  description  of 
objects,  is  attended  to,  and  fully  complied  with  as  far  as  circumstances  will 
admit. 


PARISH  OF  ST.  MARGARET. 

The  Parish  Land. 

There  are  eight  acres  of  land,  in  three  parcels,  in  this  parish,  which,  as 
appears  by  ancient  deeds,  have  for  a long  period  been  vested  in  feoffees,  and 
appropriated  to  the  common  profit,  use  and  benefit  of  the  parishioners,  and  for 
the  repair  of  the  parish-church.  The  estate  is  under  the  management  of  the 
minister  and  churchwardens,  and  is  let  to  Mr.  Thomas  Cooper  Clarke,  on  lease 
for  seven  years,  from  the  11th  October  1824,  at  the  annual  rent  of  16/.  10s., 
which  is  the  full  annual  value. 

The  rents  are  paid  to  the  churchwardens,  and  applied,  together  with  the 
money  raised  by  rate,  to  the  repairs  of  the  church. 

This  estate,  and  the  four  charity-estates  next  mentioned,  were  conveyed  to 
and  vested  by  a general  trust-deed,  dated  the  2d  of  June  1800,  in  new  trustees, 
of  whom  several  are  yet  living. 

Bread  Charity  Estates. 

Philips's. — Two  pieces  of  land  in  this  parish,  adjoining  the  road  from  Ipswich 
to  Westerfield,  containing  together  4a.  3r.  31  p.,  are  let,  one  of  them  to 
Edward  Marshall,  at  13/.  per  annum,  the  other  to  Messrs.  Cowell  and  Pollard, 
at  14/.  14s.  per  annum  ; but  the  term  for  which  they  held  having  just  expired 
at  the  time  of  this  Inquiry,  the  lands  were  about  to  be  relet  by  public  tender. 
These  lands  were  derived  under  donations  of  Richard  and  John  Philips. 

Philips's  and  Bunning's. — A piece  of  ground  called  the  Claypit  Pightle,  in 
the  parish  of  Copdock,  containing  three  acres,  is  let  to  John  Bird  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  4/.  per  annum,  which  is  below  the  annual  value  ; but  the  tenant  has 
long  occupied  it,  and  is  a poor  man. 

This  property  was  purchased  with  benefactions  of  Sarah  Philips  and  Thomas 
Bunning. 

Martin's. — The  site  of  a cottage  in  St.  Margaret-street  is  now  in  the  course 
of  being  demised,  on  a building-lease  for  99  years  from  the  11th  October  1824, 
to  Abraham  Abbott,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  8/.  The  cottage  used  to  be  occu- 
pied by  parish-paupers,  and  a rent  was  paid  for  it  by  the  overseers.  The 
premises  were  purchased  with  50/.,  a benefaction  of  Leicester  Martin,  for  the 
poor. 

The  materials  of  the  old  cottage  which  was  taken  down  were  sold  for  25/., 
which  sum  was  carried  to  the  account  of  the  charity. 

The  above  estates  are  under  the  management  of  the  churchwardens,  and  the 
rents  are  combined  and  applied  as  a fund  for  the  purchase  of  bread  for  the 
poor. 

Rederich's. — The  deeds  and  writings  relating  to  this  charity  have  been  mis- 
laid ; but  we  find  from  printed  accounts  of  the  charities  in  Ipswich,  that  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Rederich,  in  1 028,  gave  a house  in  Carr  or  Cross  Kev’s-street,  in 
this  parish,  that  one  half  of  the  rents  might  be  paid  to  Jesus  College  in  Oxford, 
and  the  other  half  distributed  among  the  religious  poor  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Margaret;  and  the  course  of  application  has  been  conformable  to  the  terms  of 
the  donation. 

The  charity  is  under  the  management  of  trustees ; and  by  a Lease,  dated  the 
25th  July  1825,  James  lloyall  W illett,  esq.,  the  Rev.  Charles  William  Fonne- 
reau,  and  10  other  gentlemen,  the  then  trustees,  demised  the  premises  by  the 
description  of  a dwelling-house  in  Carr-street,  with  the  buildings,  yards,  gardens 
and  appurtenances  to  the  same  belonging,  to  William  Buxton,  for  14  years 
from  the  25th  December  1824,  at  the  yearly  rent  ot  30/. 

The 
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The  premises  are  used  as  a school  and  playground ; and  for  a considerable  St.  Margaret. 

time  before  the  date  of  the  last  lease  they  were  occupied  by  the  late  Mr.  Strutt,  

schoolmaster,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  24/.;  but  in  consequence  of  considerable  Bre^it^sarity 
sums  being  laid  out  upon  repairs  of  the  buildings,  and  the  erection  of  a wall,  continued. 

the  money  required  for  which  purpose  was  advanced  by  Mr.  Strutt  at  interest,  v y 

and  was  gradually  discharged  by  retention  of  the  rent,  the  payments  for  the 
objects  of  the  donation  have  not  been  regular.  The  sums  paid  for  the  poor  of 
St.  Margaret’s  parish,  being  a moiety  of  the  balances  in  hand,  have,  during  the 
latter  part  of  Mr.  Strutt’s  term,  been  as  follows:  in  June  1807,  11/.  1 s. ; in 
December  1807,  3/.  7 s.  4 d. ; in  December  1808,  61.  Is.  3 id.-,  March  1819, 

10/.  18s.  5 \d.\  November  1824,  17/-  13s.  1 d. 

The  repairs  and  improvements  appear  to  have  been  made  under  the  sanction 
and  with  the  approbation  of  the  trustees,  and  the  account  kept  by  Mr.  Strutt, 
which  we  have  inspected,  was  examined  by  the  trustees,  and  settled  from  time 
to  time.  The  rent  is  subject  to  a deduction  for  land-tax  and  insurance,  and 
since  Mr.  Strutt  ceased  to  be  tenant  there  has  been  some  further  expenditure 
in  repairs,  and  for  one  half  of  the  expense  of  the  lease,  and  some  other  charges  ; 
and  on  the  last  settlement  of  the  account  with  the  present  tenant,  in  March 
1827,  there  was  a balance  due  from  him  of  4/.  8.5.  8 \d.,  but  there  are  some 
small  bills  for  repairs  which  have  not  yet  been  discharged.  The  balances  paid 
for  distribution  among  the  poor  of  St.  Margaret’s  are  paid  to  the  church- 
wardens, and  are  applied  with  the  funds  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  bread. 

Green’ s. — Mr.  Benjamin  Palmer  Green,  by  Will,  dated  in  1814,  bequeathed 
500/.,  to  be  vested  in  government  securities,  and  the  interest  arising  therefrom 
to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  bread,  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  of  this 
parish  every  Sunday  after  service. 

This  legacy,  after  deducting  the  legacy-duty,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
stock,  now  consisting  of  483/.  New  4-per-cent  Annuities,  standing  in  the 
names  of  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Fonnereau,  and  Messrs.  Jackaman,  Rodwell,  and 
Smart.  The  dividends,  19/.  6s.  4>d.  a year,  are  paid  to  the  churchwardens, 
and  laid  out  in  bread,  with  the  rents  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  bread- 
charities. 

An  account  is  kept  by  the  churchwardens  of  the  different  sums  received  by 
them  and  laid  out  in  bread  for  the  poor,  and  the  sum  thus  expended  last  year 
amounted  to  53/.  125.  6d.  The  bread  is  supplied  by  different  bakers,  and 
distributed  by  the  parish-clerk,  under  the  direction  of  the  churchwardens,  to 
poor  persons  after  Divine  Service  at  the  church. 

Caston’s. — James  Caston,  by  Will,  dated  23d  April  1660,  gave  to  the  bailiffs, 

&c.  of  Ipswich  100/.,  for  them  to  buy  81.  a-year,  to  be  bestowed,  2 s.  a week  to 
the  poor  of  St.  Margaret’s  parish,  and  the  residue  to  be  yearly  distributed  by 
the  bailiffs  and  burgesses  among  10,  12,  or  a less  number  of  the  most  needy 
prisoners  in  the  town  or  county  gaols  in  Ipswich. 

Under  this  donation  the  corporation  of  Ipswich  supply  two  dozen  of  penny 
loaves  weekly,  which  are  distributed  among  poor  persons  of  St.  Margaret’s 
parish. 

Poors  Cottages. 

Two  cottages  in  Margaret-street  are  occupied  by  two  poor  persons,  placed  Poors  Cottages, 
therein  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens.  It  is  not  known  under  what  gift, 
or  by  what  other  means,  the  premises  were  originally  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
the  poor. 

There  are  also  some  other  cottages  or  tenements,  and  land  held  with  and 
used  as  belonging  to  the  parish  workhouse. 

Dade’s  Gift. 

Henry  Dade,  by  his  Will,  the  date  of  which  is  unknown,  gave  a rentcharge  Dade’s  Gift, 
of  10s.  a year  for  the  poor  of  this  parish.  The  rentcharge  used  to  be  paid  by 
Mr.  Rayner  Bellman,  of  Earl  Soham,  surgeon,  in  respect  of  a house,  garden  and 
land  there,  which  he  purchased,  subject  to  the  charge  ; but  he  has  for  some  time 
declined  to  pay  the  annuity,  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  know  in  what  right 
it  was  claimed.  We  have  examined  Mr.  Bellman  on  the  subject,  and  have  reason 
to  expect  he  will  pay  the  rentcharge  in  future. 
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»St.  Margaret. 


Martin’s  Charily. 


Martin’s  Charity. 

An  account  of  this  charity  is  given  in  the  Report  of  the  Charities  under  the 
government  of  the  corporation  of  Ipswich. 


PARISH  OF  SAINT  MARY  ELMS. 


Kerrington’s  Gift. 

St.  Mary  Elms.  Nicholas  Kerrington,  by  Will,  dated  19th  July  1687,  charged  his  messuage 
— — and  lands  in  St.  Matthew’s,  Ipswich,  now  wholly  or  in  part  in  the  occupation 

Kerrington’s  Gift,  of  Mr.  Leveret,  with  the  payment  of  40  s.  a year,  to  be  laid  out  in  buying 
bread  for  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Elms. 

This  annuity  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  bread,  which  is  distributed  at 
Christmas  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor. 

Smyth’s  Almshouses. 

Smyth’s  Ann  Smyth,  widow,  by  Will,  dated  5th  September  1729,  gave,  in  the  event 

Almshouses.  mentioned  in  the  will,  and  which  afterwards  happened,  G,000/.,  which  was 
afterward,  by  a codicil,  reduced  to  5,000/.  to  the  Company  of  Drapers,  in 
London,  to  purchase  an  estate  in  Suffolk,  or  some  adjoining  county,  and  she 
directed  them  to  apply  so  much  of  the  rents  and  profits  as  should  be  necessary 
in  buying  ground  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Elms,  and  building  thereon  12 
almshouses,  and  repairing  the  same,  for  the  benefit  of  12  poor  w’omen  of  honest 
life  and  conversation,  of  the  age  of  50  years  and  upwards,  being  communicants 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Elms  (but 
her  relations  of  the  families  of  Lynchs,  Smiths,  Penels  and  Purplets,  w herever 
they  should  inhabit,  to  be  preferred,)  and  for  want  of  a competent  number  of 
such  poor  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Elms,  or  of  her  relations,  then  the  num- 
ber wanting  to  be  supplied  out  of  some  other  parish  or  parishes  in  Ipswich,  the 
12  poor  women  to  be  nominated  and  chosen  by  the  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers of  the  poor  of  St.  Mary  Elms,  and  if  they  could  not  agree  within  30  days 
after  any  vacancy,  then  by  the  recorder  of  Ipswich  : And  upon  further  trust, 
that  the  Company  of  Drapers  should  pay  10/.  a year  to  a minister,  (to  be  chosen 
by  such  persons  and  in  such  manner,  and  within  such  times,  as  the  poor  women), 
for  reading  Divine  Service  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  every  wreek  in  the  pai'ish 
church  of  St.  Mary  Elms  ; and  to  the  clerk  of  the  parish  for  officiating  at  the 
time,  and  ringing  the  bell,*  31.  a year ; and  the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits 
for  the  relief,  support  and  maintenance  of  the  12  poor  women  : And  she 
directed  that  until  a convenient  purchase  could  be  made,  the  interest  of  the 
legacy  should  be  applied  to  the  same  purposes. 

In  the  course  of  a suit  instituted  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  some  time  after 
the  death  of  the  testatrix,  touching  the  application  of  her  personal  estate,  the 
funds  payable  thereout  for  the  charity  mentioned  in  the  will  were  laid  out  under 
the  directions  of  the  court  in  the  purchase  of  4,432/.  5 s.  2 d.  old  South  Sea 
annuities,  which  stock  is  now  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant-general  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  dividends  thereof,  amounting  to  132/.  19$.  4 d. 
a year,  constitute  the  present  income  of  the  charity. 

The  Drapers  Company  having  declined  to  accept  the  trust  conferred  on  them 
by  the  will,  it  was  directed  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  affirmance  of  a 
scheme  proposed  for  the  management  of  the  charity  that  the  respective  curates 
of  the  perpetual  curacies  of  St.  Peter,  in  Ipswich,  and  of  St.  Mary  Elms,  and 
their  successors,  should  be  the  trustees  of  the  charity  ; and  the  scheme  was  in 
other  respects  conformable  in  all  particulars  to  the  directions  contained  in 
the  will. 

A piece  of  ground  was  purchased  in  1757,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Elms, 
and  conveyed  to  the  perpetual  curates  of  the  above-mentioned  parishes,  and 
their  successors,  and  12  almshouses  were  built  thereon,  the  expense  of  the 
purchase  and  of  the  buildings  being  defrayed  out  of  the  money  arising  from  the 
dividends  of  the  trust-stock. 

The  almshouses  are  occupied  by  12  poor  women  qualified  and  chosen  in  the 
way  directed  by  the  will. 

The  dividends  of  the  stock  are  received  by  the  trustees,  mid  applied  in 

j * payment 
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payment  of  5 l.  a year  to  the  perpetual  curate,  31.  a year  to  the  parish-clerk,  and 
stipends  of  3s.  6d.  a week  to  the  almswomen,  and  the  surplus,  when  any  remains, 
after  defraying  the  expense  of  repairs  of  the  house,  is  laid  out  in  coals,  which 
are  distributed  among  the  almswomen. 

It  was  necessary  at  one  period,  in  consequence  of  the  expenditure  on  repairs, 
to  reduce  the  stipends  of  the  women  to  26.  6d.  a week,  and  in  order  to  repay 
money  advanced  for  repairs,  and  to  raise  the  stipends  to  3s.  6d,  a week,  the 
late  perpetual  curate  of  St.  Mary  Elms  gave  up  the  sum  of  51.  a year,  part  of 
his  annuity,  and  performed  service  on  Wednesday  only  in  the  church.  The 
same  course  has  been  pursued  by  his  successor  the  present  perpetual  curate, 
and  by  means  thereof  the  debt  incurred  for  repairs  has  been  discharged,  and 
the  stipends  of  the  poor  women  continued  at  3s.  6d.  a week. 


St.  Mary  Elm*. 


Smyth’s 

Almshouses, 

continued. 


Hunt’s  Gift. 

The  sum  of  100/.  was  bequeathed  by  John  Hunt  in  1635  to  the  town  of  Hunt’s  Gift. 

Ipswich,  to  be  lent  to  five  poor  tradesmen  at  four-per-cent  for  five  years,  and 
he  directed  the  interest  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  St.  Mary  Elms,  in 
order  to  buy  shirts  and  shifts,  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  parish. 

This  legacy  forms  or  did  form  part  of  the  general  fund  of  the  lending-cash- 
charity,  which  is  under  the  management  of  the  corporation,  but  no  interest 
has  been  paid  for  some  time. 


PARISH  OF  ST.  MARY  KEY. 

The  Poors  Estate. 

This  estate  consists  of  23  acres  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Lindsey,  and  St.  Mary  Key. 

2a.  Or.  28  p.  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Monk’s  Illeigh,  both  in  the  county  of  * 

Suffolk,  of  which  the  former  parcel  was  purchased  in  1647,  with  110/.  bene-  1 ie  00rs  state< 
factions  to  the  poor,  and  6/.  raised  by  the  parishioners,  and  the  latter  was  pur- 
chased in  1813  as  an  addition  to  the  other  land,  with  40/.  also  raised  by  the 
parishioners. 

The  estate  is  vested  in  14  trustees  by  a conveyance  in  1820,  upon  trust,  that 
the  rents  and  profits  should  be  disposed  of  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  poor,  on  the  1st  January,  for  the  relief  and  comfort  of  the  best  governed 
poor  of  the  parish ; and  it  is  let  to  Abraham  Syer,  on  lease  for  eight  years 
from  the  11th  October  1823,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  20/.,  which  is  the  fair  annual 
value. 

The  rent  is  received  by  the  churchwardens,  and  distributed  in  money  or 
bread  among  poor  persons  belonging  to  the  parish,  at  vestry-meetings  on  the 
1st  January  and  2d  February. 

Ryecroft’s  Gift. 

John  Ryecroft , by  Will,  dated  14th  June  1708,  gave  50/.  to  buy  land,  to  be  Ryecroft’s  Gift, 
settled  in  trust  for  the  poor  of  this  parish  ; the  money  arising  from  the  land  to 
be  laid  out  and  distributed  in  bread  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor,  weekly. 

In  respect  of  this  donation,  the  sum  of  2/.  126.  a year  is  paid  out  of  the 
rates  to  a baker  for  supplying  every  week  1 s.  worth  of  bread,  which  is  distri- 
buted at  the  church,  after  evening  service,  among  12  poor  persons. 

The  legacy  appears  to  have  been  applied  in  or  towards  the  purchase  of  pre- 
mises which  are  used  as  a parish-workhouse.  The  conveyance-deed  of  the 
premises  cannot  be  found,  but  it  must  be  presumed,  we  think,  under  the  circum- 
stances, that  the  sum  of  50  /.  was  borrowed  and  laid  out  for  the  use  of  the 
parishioners,  rather  than  that  the  premises  were  purchased  with  the  money  for 
the  specific  purposes  mentioned  in  the  will. 

Sorrel’s  Gift. 

Sir  Emanuel  Sorrel , by  Will,  dated  in  1665,  gave  2/.  a year,  to  be  paid  out  Sorrel’s  Gifu 
of  certain  tenements  mentioned  in  the  will,  to  the  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  to  be  laid  out  in  sea-coals,  which  the  testator  directed  to 
be  distributed  to  the  most  needy  people  of  the  parish,  on  the  5th  November 
yearly. 
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The  sum  of  2/.  is  paid  by  Mr.  Richard  Crawley,  the  owner  of  the  property 
or  part  of  the  property  charged  by  the  will,  and  is  applied  according  to  the 
donor’s  directions. 


PARISH  OF  ST.  MARY  STOKE. 

Thurston’s  Charity. 

Nathaniel  Thurston , by  Will,  dated  14th  August  1724,  gave  his  house  and 
lands  in  Great  Bealings  to  be  sold,  and  he  willed  that  out  of  the  purchase-money 
100/.  should  be  laid  out  by  his  executors,  with  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Stoke,  in  purchasing  land,  to  be  settled  upon  trustees, 
and  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  to  be  distributed  every 
Sunday  in  the  church  to  such  poor  people  of  the  parish  as  should  go  to  church 
there  and  hear  divine  service  and  sermon. 

The  sum  of  100/.  directed  to  be  raised  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a house 
and  stable  in  Little  King-street,  Ipswich,  which  was  vested  in  trustees,  and  was 
sold  in  1816  under  the  powers  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1815  for 
amending  and  enlarging  the  powers  of  two  Acts  for  paving,  lighting,  cleansing 
and  improving  the  town  of  Ipswich.  This  Act  contains  the  usual  provision 
that  money  to  be  paid  for  lands  or  hereditaments  purchased  or  taken  under  the 
Act,  and  belonging  to  any  trust,  shall  be  paid  into  the  Bank  of  England  in  the 
name  of  the  Accountant-general  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  applied  under 
the  direction  of  the  court,  upon  petition,  in  the  purchase  of  other  lands  and  here- 
ditaments, to  be  settled  upon  the  same  trusts  ; and  in  the  mean  time,  and  until 
a purchase  made,  shall,  by  order  of  the  court,  upon  application,  be  invested  by  the 
Accountant-general,  in  his  name,  in  three-per-cent  consols,  and  the  dividends  paid 
by  order  of  the  court  to  the  persons  who  would  be  entitled  to  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  lands  to  be  purchased,  in  case  such  purchase  were  made  : and  in 
pursuance  of  the  Act  the  sum  of  350/.,  the  amount  of  the  purchase-money,  wTas 
in  or  about  the  month  of  August  1817,  by  order  of  the  commissioners  for  carry- 
ing the  Act  into  effect,  paid  into  the  Bank  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant-general; 
but  no  steps  having  been  taken  for  having  the  money  laid  out,  the  fund  has  pro- 
duced no  interest,  and  the  charity  has  been  suspended. 

There  appear  to  have  been  two  persons  only  in  whom  the  estate  was  vested 
as  trustees  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  viz.  Mr.  Thomas  Waller,  of  Linton  Green, 
near  Dereham,  in  Norfolk,  and  Mr.  Pretyman,  late  of  Ipswich,  deceased,  who 
appears  to  have  been  the  acting  trustee.  Mr.  Jackaman,  late  town-clerk  of 
Ipswich,  is  Mr.  Pretyman’s  executor.  It  appears  to  us  that  an  application 
should  be  made  without  delay  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  investment  of  the 
fund  and  payment  of  the  dividends,  to  be  applied  for  the  purposes  of  the  cha- 
rity ; and  we  have  suggested  the  propriety  of  taking  such  proceeding  to  Mr. 
Jackaman  and  the  parish-officers. 

Thorne’s  Gift. 

Christopher  Thorne , by  Will,  dated  18th  February  1734,  charged  his  house 
in  St.  Mary  Stoke  with  the  payment  of  52s.,  to  be  paid  quarterly,  and  equally 
divided  between  the  parishes  of  St.  Mary  Stoke  and  St.  Peter,  the  Lady-day  and 
Midsummer  payments  to  be  made  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  former  parish,  and  the  money  to  be  applied  in  buying  14  wheaten 
loaves  to  the  shilling,  to  be  distributed  every  Sunday  at  church,  the  clerk  or 
sexton  to  have  two  penny  loaves  every  day  he  should  fetch  the  bread. 

This  rentcharge  is  paid  by  Mrs.  Savage,  the  proprietor  of  the  house,  and  is 
laid  out  in  bread,  which  is  distributed  among  poor  persons  at  the  church. 

Poors  Cottages. 

Edward  Sheppard,  by  Deed,  dated  1st  September  1680,  demised  to  Henry 
Skynner,  and  two  others,  two  cottages  or  tenements,  with  the  appurtenances,  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Stoke  for  1000  years,  at  a pepper-corn  rent,  upon  trust, 
to  permit  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  that  parish  to  place 
two  poor  widows  inhabiting  within  the  parish,  and  that  should  not  then  inhabit 
in  the  almshouse  or  parish-house  there,  to  dwell  in  one  of  the  cottages  without 
payment  of  rent,  other  than  for  the  necessary  repairs  thereof  in  case  the  parish 

should 
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should  not  do  it  at  their  own  charge,  and  to  permit  the  parish-officers  of  St. 
Matthew’s  parish  to  place  two  poor  widows  of  that  parish  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion in  the  other  cottage,  to  occupy  upon  the  same  terms  ; and  it  was  directed 
that  in  case  there  should  not  be  such  widows  to  place  in  the  respective  cottages, 
the  dwellings  should  be  let  during  the  vacancy  to  other  persons,  and  the  rent 
employed  for  repair  of  the  cottages. 

In  1711  Henry  Skynner,  executor  of  the  surviving  trustee,  assigned  the  term 
to  four  new  trustees,  but  we  do  not  find  that  the  trust  has  since  been  renewed 
by  further  assignment. 

One  of  the  cottages  is  occupied  by  a poor  family,  placed  therein  by  the 
churchwardens  of  St.  Mary  Stoke,  and  it  is  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the 
parish.  It  has  been  found  difficult  sometimes  to  obtain  poor  widows  to  reside 
in  it  who  would  live  amicably  together,  and  for  that  reason  a poor  family  has 
been  placed  in  the  cottage.  The  other  cottage  is  occupied  by  poor  persons  of 
St.  Matthew’s  parish. 


PARISH  OF  ST.  MARY  AT  THE  TOWER. 

ICaston’s  and  Robinson’s  Gifts. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Will  of  Leonard  Caston,  dated  the  30th  December  l6l7» 
and  of  the  Will  of  Elizabeth  Robinson,  dated  the  1st  July  1680,  bread  to  the 
amount  of  3s.  Gd.  a week  is  supplied  at  the  expense  of  the  bailiffs,  burgesses 
and  commonalty  of  Ipswich,  and  distributed  weekly  on  Sundays  in  the  parish- 
church  of  St.  Mary  at  the  Tower,  among  poor  persons  attending  Divine 
Service ; and  in  pursuance  of  Caston’s  will,  a further  supply  of  bread,  to  the 
amount  of  2s.  Gd.,  is  furnished  yearly  by  the  corporation,  and  distributed  on  the 
9th  of  March  in  like  manner. 

The  sum  of  100/.  was  bequeathed  by  each  of  the  above-mentioned  benefactors 
to  the  corporation,  for  supporting  the  above  charities  and  other  purposes. 

Parker’s  and  Neave’s  Gifts. 

The  sum  of  21.,  charged  by  John  Parker  in  1664,  on  the  Swan  Inn  in  Ips- 
wich, and  the  sum  of  51.  a year,  charged  by  William  Neave  on  a house  in 
Ipswich,  now  belonging  to  Mr.  Ridley,  are  laid  out  pursuant  to  the  direction  of 
the  donors  in  coals,  which  are  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  by  the  church- 
wardens, among  the  most  indigent  and  deserving  poor  persons  of  the  parish. 

Sayre’s  Gift. 

William  Sayre,  in  or  about  the  year  1680,  gave  100/.  to  the  bailiffs  and  five 
eldest  portmen  of  Ipswich,  that  with  the  interest  bread  should  be  weekly  pro- 
vided for  the  poor,  and  distributed  at  St.  Lawrence  parish-church  in  the 
forenoon  of  every  Sabbath,  if  there  be  a sermon,  and  if  no  sermon  there,  then  to 
be  distributed  at  the  parish-church  of  St.  Mary  Tower  by  the  officers  there. 

The  sum  of  100/.  was  paid  to  the  town-treasurer,  and  2s.  worth  of  bread  is 
supplied  weekly  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation,  which  is  distributed  when 
no  sermon  is  preached  in  the  forenoon  at  St.  Lawrence  church,  among  poor 
persons  at  the  church  of  St.  Mary  Tower. 

Rednall’s  Gift. 

John  Rednall,  by  Will,  dated  13th  November  1680,  gave  to  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  St.  Mary  Tower  his  four  tenements  and 
hay-house,  with  the  gardens  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  near  the  town- 
ditches,  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  lor  ever,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  poor  of 
the  said  parish. 

The  premises  devised  consist  of  a house  and  four  small  tenements  adjoining. 
It  may  be  questioned,  perhaps,  whether  it  was  the  donor’s  intention  that  the 
premises  should  be  used  for  the  poor  as  a parish-workhouse,  but  they  are  now, 
and  always  have  been,  so  far  as  is  known,  used  and  applied  for  that  pur- 
pose. 
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PARISH  OF  ST.  MATTHEW. 


Daundy’s  Almshouses. — Sheppard’s  Ditto. 

Fifteen  small  tenements  in  Lady  Lane  were  erected  about  the  year  1515  by 

Daundy,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  in  this  parish,  and  two  tenements  in  the 

parish  of  St.  Mary  Stoke  were  settled  by Sheppard  in  1680,  for  the  resi- 

dence of  poor  widows  of  St.  Matthew’s  parish.  These  several  tenements  are 
repaired,  at  the  expense  of  the  parish,  and  occupied  by  widows  and  other  poor 
persons. 

Bread  Charities. 

Skynner’s. — The  sum  of  100/.  given  by  Mr.  Henry  Skynner  in  1698  for 
weekly  bread,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  6 a.  2r.  20p.  of  land  in  the  pa- 
rish of  St.  Matthew,  which  is  demised  by  the  trustees  of  the  charity  to  Dykes 
Alexander,  esq.  for  99  years,  from  Michaelmas  1804,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  21/. 
for  the  first  11  years  of  the  term,  and  at  such  further  rent  for  every  succeeding 
period  of  1 1 years,  as  should  be  determined  by  two  indifferent  persons,  but 
never  to  be  less  than  21  /. 

The  land  was  let  at  an  accommodation-rent,  much  above  what  could  other- 
wise have  been  obtained.  The  present  rent  is  21  /.  a year,  and  it  is  applied  by 
the  churchwardens,  with  some  addition  from  the  parish,  in  the  purchase  of 
bread,  of  which  8 s.  worth  is  distributed  every  Sunday  at  the  church. 

Kerrington’ s. — The  yearly  sum  of  2/.  payable  under  the  Will  of  Nicholas 
Kerrington,  dated  19th  July  1687,  out  of  a messuage  and  lands  in  Ipswich,  now 
the  property  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Leverett,  is  applied  also  in  the  purchase  of  bread 
distributed  by  the  churchwardens. 


Gibbon’s  Charity. 

John  Gibbon , by  Will,  9th  April  1717,  gave  a house  to  be  sold,  and  the  pro- 
duce thereof  to  be  laid  out  in  land,  which  he  directed  to  be  conveyed  to  five 
or  seven  inhabitants  of  this  parish,  in  trust,  to  apply  the  yearly  rents  as  follows : 
20 s.  for  a sermon  in  the  parish-church  on  the  2d  of  August;  10s.  towards 
keeping  the  gaol-clock  in  repair;  4/.  to  the  charity-schools  of  grey-coat  boys, 
and  blue-coat  girls,  and  the  remainder  to  be  laid  out  by  the  trustees,  with  the 
advice  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  in  coats  and  gowns  for  the  most 
aged  and  helpless  poor  men  and  women  of  the  parish  frequenting  church,  to 
be  given  on  the  feast  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist. 

The  sum  of  190/.,  raised  by  sale  of  the  house,  was  laid  out,  with  50/.  bor- 
rowed, in  the  purchase  of  an  estate  at  Shotley,  which  was  conveyed  to  trustees. 
The  trust  has  been  renewed ; but  William  Sparke,  M.  D.  of  Brighton,  is  now 
the  only  trustee. 

The  estate  consists  of  a messuage,  barn  and  land,  containing  16  acres,  or 
thereabouts,  let  at  18/.  a year,  the  full  value. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Layton,  the  vicar,  acts  in  the  management  of  the  charity  on 
behalf  of  the  trustee.  The  several  yearly  sums  mentioned  in  the  will  are  ap- 
plied as  directed,  except  the  10^.  for  the  gaol-clock,  which,  the  clock  being 
taken  down,  is  appropriated  with  the  remainder  of  the  rents  for  providing  coats 
and  gowns,  distributed  by  the  vicar  to  poor  men  and  women  whom  he  considers 
proper  objects ; but  the  number  of  objects  not  having  of  late  been  sufficient  to 
exhaust  the  funds  of  the  charity,  there  was  a balance  of  18/.  1$.  Id.  at  the 
time  of  this  Inquiry  remaining  in  Mr.  Layton’s  hands.  It  would  be  proper  we 
think,  to  have  an  appointment  made  of  fresh  trustees. 


PARISH  OF  ST.  NICHOLAS. 


Cutler’s  Gift. 

John  Cutlery  by  Will,  10th  November  1645,  devised  a house,  orchard,  and 
garden  near  St.  Nicholas  church,  for  the  use  of  the  minister,  subject  to  the 
yearly  payment  of  51.,  to  be  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  by  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  amongst  the  poor  of  the  parish. 

The  annuity  is  laid  out  in  coals,  which  are  distributed  by  the  chuurhwardens 
amongst  poor  persons. 
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Kerrington’s  Gift. 

The  sum  of  5/.  a year,  charged  by  the  Will  of  Nicholas  Kerrington , dated 
19th  July  1647,  on  a house  and  ground  in  the  parish  of  St.  Matthew  in  l ie  i°  as. 

Ipswich,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Leverett,  to  be  laid  out  in  buying  bread  Kerrington’s  Gift. 

for  the  poor,  is  laid  out  accordingly  by  the  churchwardens,  and  2 s . worth  of  v ^ J 

bread  is  given  away  weekly  in  the  church. 


PARISH  OF  ST.  PETER. 


Sorrel’s  Gift. 

Sir  Emanuel  Sorrel,  by  Will,  dated  3d  November  16G5,  charged  certain  St.  Peter, 
premises,  now  consisting  of  two  messuages  and  a garden,  the  property  of  Mr.  s r'F’Gift 
Richard  Crawley,  with  the  payment  of  50s.  a year  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor,  to  be  by  them  laid  out  in  sea-coals,  to  be  distributed  to 
the  most  needy  people  of  the  parish  on  the  5th  November. 

The  yearly  sum  of  50s.  is  accordingly  laid  out,  together  with  the  Sacrament- 
money  and  other  funds,  in  the  purchase  of  coals,  which  are  distributed  among 
poor  persons  inhabiting  in  or  belonging  to  the  parish. 

Blomfield’s  Gift. 

Isaac  Blomjield,  by  Will,  dated  19th  October  1722,  devised  his  messuages,  Blomfield’s  Gift, 
lands  and  hereditaments  in  the  parish  of  St.  Peter,  to  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens, the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  be  distributed  yearly  amongst  the  poor 
of  the  parish  on  the  feast  of  St.  Thomas. 

The  devised  premises,  which  are  of  copyhold  tenure,  have  for  a very  long- 
time been  used  as  a parish-workhouse.  It  has  been  usual  to  pay  out  of  the 
rates  the  sum  of  4/.  a year,  as  a rent  or  acknowledgment  for  the  premises,  and 
the  money  is  added  to  Sorrel’s  gift,  and  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  coals  for 
poor  people.  As  all  the  expense  of  repairs,  and  the  occasional  fines  to  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  are  defrayed  by  the  parish,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  adapt  the 
premises  to  any  other  use  than  that  of  a workhouse,  it  would  be  of  little 
service  to  contest  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  use  of  the  premises  for  the 
general  benefit  of  the  parishioners  in  the  way  above  mentioned,  but  we  think 
the  yearly  rent  or  acknowledgment  should  be  increased  to  an  amount  more 
nearly  approaching  the  annual  value  of  the  premises,  after  making  all  proper 
allowances  for  expenditure  thereon. 

Thorne’s  Gift. 

Christopher  Thorne,  by  Will,  dated  18th  February  1734,  charged  his  house  Thorne’s  Gift, 
in  St.  Mary  Stoke,  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Savage,  with  52s.  a year,  to  be 
usually  divided  between  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  St.  Mary  Stoke, 
and  those  of  St.  Peter,  and  to  be  applied  in  alternate  quarters  of  the  year  in 
the  parishes,  in  buying  14  wheaten  loaves  to  the  shilling,  to  be  distributed 
every  Sunday  to  poor  persons  present  at  Divine  Service  and  Sermon  ; the  clerk 
or  sexton  to  have  two  penny  loaves. 

The  annuity  is  paid  to  a baker,  and  he  supplies  bread  to  that  amount,  which 
is  distributed  as  directed. 


Blythe’s  Gift. 

The  yearly  sum  of  1/.  6s.  is  paid,  conformably  to  the  directions  of  the  Will  Blythe’s  Gift, 
of  John  Blythe,  dated  in  1756,  as  a rentcharge,  out  of  premises  now  consisting 
of  a coach-house  and  stable,  in  this  parish,  by  the  executors  of  the  late  Thomas 
Green,  esquire,  and  is  applied  according  to  the  donor’s  direction  in  the  purchase 
of  bread,  which  is  distributed  weekly. 

Chapple’s  Gift. 

By  Indenture  of  Feoffment,  dated  5th  April  1723,  Mary  Chappie,  con-  Chappie’s  Gift, 
veyed  to  trustees  a messuage,  with  the  yard,  well,  and  appurtenances,  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Peter,  in  trust,  that  the  rents  should  be  disposed  of  by  the  minister 
and  churchwardens  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  parish. 

The  messuage,  which  had  fallen  into  a bad  state  of  repair,  wras  rebuilt  some 
time  ago  at  the  expense  of  the  parish,  and  at  the  cost  of  about  100/.,  and  was 
converted  into  two  cottages,  which  are  occupied  by  parish-paupers.  The  cot- 
tages are  worth  about  6/.  a year,  and  it  appears  to  us  that  some  acknowledgment 
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to  the  amount  of  2/.  a year,  or  thereabouts,  should  be  paid  out  of  the  poor- 
rates  for  the  use  of  the  cottages,  and  applied  with  the  fund  laid  out  in  coals, 
and  that  in  the  distribution  of  the  coals  a preference  should  be  given  to  poor 
persons  not  receiving  regular  parochial  relief. 


PARISH  OF  ST.  STEPHEN. 

Reynolds’s  Charity. 

The  sum  of  100/.  was  given  by  John  Reynolds , by  Will,  8th  March  1647,  to 
to  be  laid  out  in  lands,  the  rents  thereof  to  be  yearly  distributed  on  the 
1st  January,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  St.  Stephen, 
for  the  relief  of  the  best  governed  poor  people  dwelling  in  the  parish. 

The  property  purchased  with  the  legacy,  and  which  was  conveyed  to  new 
trustees,  of  whom  four  are  living,  in  1797>  consists  of  a cottage  and  4 a.  Or.  7p. 
of  land  in  the  parish  of  Grundisburgh,  and  is  let  to  William  Upson,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  10/.  a year,  the  fair  annual  value. 

The  rents  are  distributed  on  New  Year’s-day,  by  the  minister,  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor,  with  the  sacrament-money,  among  poor  persons  be- 
longing to  the  parish. 


PARISH  OF  WHITTON-CUM-THURLSTON. 

The  Poors  Land. 

John  Reynolds , by  Will,  dated  8th  March  1647,  gave  20  marks  for  a town- 
stock,  the  profit  thereof  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  town  of  Whitton,  as  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor  should  think  fit. 

The  sum  of  20/.  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  two  pieces  of  land  in  Whitton, 
containing  together  about  four  acres,  which  were  conveyed  the  30th  May  1678 
to  trustees,  upon  trust,  that  the  rents  and  profits  should  be  distributed  yearly, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  ; and  some  time  before 
this  Inquiry  instructions  had  been  given  to  a solicitor  to  prepare  a conveyance 
to  new  trustees. 

The  land  has  for  a long  time  been  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Thomas  Cook, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  3/.,  and  the  rent  is  distributed  among  poor  persons  of  the 
parish,  at  a vestry-meeting  held  the  day  after  Christmas-day  ; but  the  parish- 
ioners considering  the  rent  inadequate,  Mr.  Cook  has  in  addition  thereto  been 
accustomed  for  many  years  past  to  give  6d.  a-piece  to  each  of  the  poorest 
families  in  the  parish,  the  number  of  which  is  at  present  about  40.  By  this 
addition  it  is  represented  that  the  yearly  value  of  the  land,  or  a sum  nearly 
equivalent,  has  been  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor ; it  appears  however 
to  us  that  the  rent  should  be  advanced  to  the  amount  of  the  full  annual  value. 


HUNDRED  OF  SAMPFORD. 

PARISH  OF  BENTLEY. 

Duke’s  Charity. 

Tolmach  Duke , by  Will,  dated  in  1716,  charged  the  Church  House  Estate  in 
this  parish,  now  the  property  of  Benjamin  Keene,  esq.,  with  9.1.  a year,  to  be 
distributed  in  bread  by  the  minister  and  churchwarden.  The  annuity  is  paid, 
and  the  bread  regularly  distributed. 


PARISH  OF  HOLBROOK. 

Poors  Money. 

The  sum  of  30/.,  being  the  amount  ©f  two  benefactions  of  51.  each,  given  for 
the  poor  in  1662,  and  20/  received  in  1802,  on  the  sale  of  a workhouse,  disposed 
of  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the  parishioners  at  a vestry-meeting,  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Rev.  George  Brewster  Wilkinson,  at  interest  of  50  s,  a year;  and 
the  interest,  together  with  the  Sacrament-money,  and  occasional  contributions 
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of  individuals,  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  coals,  which  are  carted  gratuitously  Holbrook. 

by  the  farmers,  and  sold  to  poor  persons  at  a cheap  rate,  the  produce  from  the  

sale  being  added  to  the  fund  of  the  succeeding  year.  ** ' 

Lost  Charity. 

It  is  reported  that  a sum  of  40/.  was  formerly  given  for  the  poor  of  this  Lost  Charity, 
parish,  and  that  the  money  was  lost  through  the  insolvency  of  two  individuals 
many  years  ago. 


PARISH  OF  SPROUGHTON. 

Bread  Charity. 

The  yearly  sum  of  1 /.  6 s.  is  paid  as  a rentcharge  on  a field  in  Whitton,  Sproughton. 

part  of  a farm  belonging  to  Mrs.  Hitch,  and  is  applied  in  furnishing  bread,  i>rCndCharit 

which  is  distributed  monthly  at  the  church  among  poor  widows.  The  origin  of  reat  an  y* 
the  charity  is  unknown. 

Poors  Cottage. 

A double  cottage  in  Sproughton  is  occupied,  rent-free,  by  two  poor  widows,  Poors  Cottage, 
placed  therein  by  the  churchwardens,  and  is  repaired  at  the  parish  expense. 

The  cottage  appears  to  have  been  settled  for  this  purpose  by  Elizabeth  Bull 

in  1618. 


PARISH  OF  TATTINGSTONE. 

Poors  Tenements. 

A house  near  the  church,  consisting  of  four  tenements,  is  appropriated  to  Tattingstone. 

the  use  of  and  is  occupied  by  four  poor  families,  and  a cottage  in  two  tene-  

ments,  with  about  an  acre  of  land  adjoining,  are  appropriated  for  and  used,  Poors  Tenements, 
as  to  one  of  the  tenements,  and  the  land  by  the  parish-clerk,  and  as  to  the 
other  part,  by  the  Sexton. 


GENERAL  CHARITY. 


Pemberton’s. 

John  Pemberton , by  his  Will,  dated  the  23d  March  1718,  gave  his  rectories 
of  Pettistree,  alias  Pistree,  Wickham,  and  Bing,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  with 
the  tithes  and  profits  thereto  belonging,  and  the  tithe-barn,  in  Wickham,  to 
Edward  Spencer,  John  Revet,  John  Sparowe,  Benjamin  Crocker,  and  Michael 
Beaumont,  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  yearly,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  premises,  with  what  augmentation  of  rent  they  could  make,  to  raise  and  pay 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  Church  of  England  clergymen,  truly  so  in  doc- 
trine and  discipline,  inhabiting  within  15  miles  of  Ipswich,  and  within  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  viz.  to  such  widows  and  orphans  only  as  are  indigent  and  necessitous, 
25/.  per  annum  half-yearly,  in  such  proportions  as  the  trustees  should  see  fit,, 
so  as  such  widows  and  orphans  be  no  ways  related  in  blood  to  either  of  the 
trustees  ; and  as  to  the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits  after  yearly  taxes,  repairs, 
and  other  out-goings  deducted,  to  pay  the  same  yearly  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  charity-schools  of  grey-coat  boys  and  blue-coat  girls,  in  Ipswich,  to  be 
applied  by  the  directors  and  governors  thereof,  towards  the  educating  and 
binding  out  apprentices,  the  boys  and  girls  as  to  them  should  seem  meet.  And 
the  testator  directed  that  as  often  as  any  one  of  the  trustees  should  die,  or  be 
incapacitated  to  execute  the  .trusts,  the  surviving  trustees,  or  the  majority  of 
them,  should  forthwith  choose  another  to  supply  the  trusts ; and  after  giving 
several  legacies,  the  testator  bequeathed  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate  to 
the  trustees,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  ; 
and  he  directed  the  trustees  to  apply  the  rents  of  the  premises  to  be  purchased, 
and  the  interest  of  the  residue  in  the  mean  time,  after  payment  of  some  life- 
annuities,  towards  the  relief  of  such  poor  distressed  insolvent  debtors  as  should 
be  imprisoned  within  any  of  the  gaols  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  either  for  deli- 
vering them  out  of  prison,  or  relieving  their  necessities  whilst  there,  as  the 
trustees  should  see  fit,  provided  such  debtors  should  be  persons  born  in 
Suffolk,  and  no  ways  indebted  to  any  of  the  trustees.  And  he  directed  the 
trustees  to  meet  once  a year  and  settle  their  accounts ; and  to  each  of  them  he 
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General  Charity,  gave  40^.  per  annum  to  be  paid  at  such  their  meeting  towards  their  expense, 
- — , and  as  a recompense  for  their  trouble  in  executing  the  trust ; and  he  directed 
Pemberton’s  ^ same  to  pa^  out  0f  the  lands  and  tenements  before  ordered  to  be 

continued.  purchased. 

The  present  trustees  of  this  charity  are  Sir  Philip  Bowes  Vere  Broke,  hart., 

William  Pearson,  esq.  (also  treasurer)  the  Rev.  George  Drury,  the  Rev. 
William  Aldrich,  and  William  Itodwell,  esq. 

There  has  been  no  conveyance  of  the  property  devised  by  the  will  to  the 
successive  trustees,  and  the  legal  interest  therein  is  vested  in  the  heir  of  John 
Sparowe,  deceased,  the  survivor  of  the  devisees  in  trust.  That  property 
consists  of  the  great  tithes  of  the  parish  of  Wickham-cum-Pettistree,  and  a 
tithe-barn,  which  are  let  to  Philip  Dikes  the  elder,  and  Philip  Dikes  the 
younger,  as  yearly  tenants,  at  such  rent  as  is  determined  annually  by  an 
eminent  land  surveyor,  as  arbitrator,  subject  to  a deduction  of  30/.  a year, 
which  was  recommended  to  be  allowed  by  the  arbitrator  as  a proper  compensa- 
tion for  expenses  and  losses  in  collection  of  the  tithes,  and  the  expenses  of  the 
customary  tithe-dinner  of  the  farmers.  The  valuation  in  1824  was  303/.,  in 
1825,  380/.,  and  in  1826,  380/. 

The  income  arising  under  this  branch  of  the  charity,  after  deducting  land- 
tax,  amounting  to  13/.  45.  a year,  the  expense  of  repairs  and  insurance  of 
the  tithe-barn,  and  the  annuity  of  2 51.  appropriated  to  widows  and  orphans  of 
clergymen  is  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  school  of  grey-coat  boys  and 
blue-coat  girls  in  Ipswich. 

The  annuity  of  25  /.  is  divided  among  five  persons,  being  the  widows  or  orphans 
of  clergymen  inhabiting  within  15  miles  of  Ipswich,  and  within  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  and  the  payments  are  continued  as  pensions  during  the  lives  of  the 
respective  persons,  or  while  they  continue  proper  objects  of  charity. 

As  to  the  other  branch  of  the  charity  we  find  from  the  minute-book  of  the 
trustees  that  the  clear  residue  of  the  testator’s  personal  estate,  which  was  ascer- 
tained in  1734  to  be  1,823/.  I85.  6 Id.,  was  for  some  time  secured  by 
mortgage,  and  afterwards  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  three-per-cent  stock  j 
and  in  1765  the  stock  was  sold  for  1,802/.  18 5.  3d.,  which  was  applied  in  the 
purchase  of  a farm  at  Cransford,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  comprising  a house 
and  buildings,  and  several  closes,  containing  together  103a.  Or.  19p.  This 
farm  is  let  to  Mr.  Newsom  Hart,  by  agreement,  for  a lease  for  eight  years  from 
Michaelmas  1827,  at  the  rent  of  100/.  for  the  first  four  years,  and  120/.  a year 
for  the  four  last  years  of  the  term.  These  were  the  best  terms  that  could  be 
obtained,  the  land  having  been  impoverished  by  bad  management  of  the  late 
tenant. 

The  course  of  applying  the  rents  of  the  farm,  after  payment  of  the  sums  of 
2/.  to  each  of  the  trustees,  as  directed  by  the  will,  is  in  providing  bread,  meat, 
and  beer  for  the  debtors  in  Ipswich  and  Bury  gaols,  on  Sundays,  being  (as 
directed  by  an  order  of  the  trustees  in  1782)  such  as  attend  divine  service 
regularly,  and  behave  themselves  decently  and  reverently;  and  the  allowance  is 
continued  during  so  many  Sundays  in  the  year  as  the  fund  will  suffice  for.  The 
provisions  are  supplied  under  the  order  of  the  trustees  to  each  individual,  all 
the  debtors  having  a supply,  except  such  as  the  chaplain  of  the  gaol  certifies  to 
be  disqualified  by  the  above-mentioned  order. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  trustees  in  September  I827,  a balance  was  found  due 
to  the  treasurer  of  31.  6s.  11c/.,  but  there  was  then  a considerable  arrear  of 
rent  due  from  the  late  tenant,  which  has  since  been  recovered  by  distress. 

It  appears  by  the  minute  or  account-book  of  the  trustees,  that  part  of  the 
rents  used  formerly  to  be  applied  to  the  object  of  delivering  poor  debtors  out 
of  prison,  though  sums  of  5 /.  or  five  guineas  only  were  so  applied  in  individual 
cases  ; and  the  charity  would  probably  be  rendered  more  useful  and  beneficial  if 
part  of  the  income  were  again  used  for  releasing  persons  confined  for  small 
debts,  and  a fund  were  created  to  answer  occasional  demands  for  relief  of  that 
nature. 
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CITY  AND  COUNTY 

OF  THE 

CITY  OF  WORCESTER. 


Charities  vested  in  and  under  the 
management  of  the  Corpora- 
tion: 

Inglethorpe’s  almshouse. 
John  Nash’s  charities. 
Wyatt’s  almshouses. 

The  Hospital  of  Robert 
Berkeley. 

Geary’s  almshouses. 

Joseph  Worfield’s  charity. 
Margaret  Brown’s  charity. 
Lands  and  annual  rents  pur- 
chased by  Robert  Youle. 
Charities  of  Lawrence  Pal- 
mer and  John  Chappell. 
Thomas  Bonner’s  charity. 
Charities  of  George  Sher- 
riffe,  Mary  Warmstrey, 
and  Edmund  Simonds. 
Lady  Booth’s  charity. 
William  Swaddon’s  charity. 
Mary  Freeman’s  charity. 
John  Palmer’s  charity. 
William  Solly’s  charity. 
Thomas  Lord  Coventry’s 
charity. 

Maurice  Hiller’s  charity. 
Charities  of  William  Norton 
and  Thomas  Shepheard. 
James  Steward’s  charity. 
Benjamin  Thorpe’s  charity. 
John  Fleet’s  gift. 

Hugh  Atwell’s  charity. 
Nicholas  Archbold’s  charity. 
Thomas  Walsgrove’s  charity. 


Charities  vested  in  and  under  the 
management  of  the  Corpora- 
tion— continued. 

Philip  Sturley’s  gift. 

Lewes  Randolph’s  charity. 

William  Moseley’s  charity. 

ThomasTompkins’s  charity. 

Gifts  of  John  Eliot,  George 
Nash,  Anne  Steyner,  and 
Roger  Clarke. 

Samuel  Swift’s  charity. 

Sir  Thomas  White’s  charity. 

The  free  school  and  trinity  alms- 
houses under  the  management 
of  the  six  masters  : 

Bishop  Lloyd’s  charity. 

Shewringe’s  hospital. 

Parish  of  Saint  Nicholas  : 

Steynor’s  Charity. 

William  Solley’s  charity. 

Edward  Elvine’s  charity. 

Thomas  Eaton’s  charity. 

John  Stirrop’s  charity. 

Richard  Blurton’s  charity. 

Charities  of  George  Bag- 
nall,  of  Wick,  William 
Bagnall,  George  Bagnall, 
of  London,  Nicholas 
Bagnall,  Henry  Baker, 
and  Sarah,  his  wife,  John 
Watton,  and  Elenor,  his 
wife,  Clement  Writer,  and 
Joyce  Shusmith. 


Parish  of  Saint  Nicholas — con- 
tinued. 

Charities  of  Harry  Philips, 
and  Jane,  his  wife. 

G ifts  of  Aaron  Lilley,  Moses 
Lilley,  and  Mrs.  Lilley. 

The  gifts  of  William  Bal- 
lard, Edmund  Harris, 
Robert  Stirrop,  Rev. 
— • — Dunne,  Humphrey 
Longmore,  Mrs.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Savage,  Mr.  Oldnall, 
John  Hemming,  James 
Brown,  Joseph  Carwar- 
dine,  Alderman  Shewring, 
and  Stephen  Ashby. 

Alderman  Edward  Solley’s 
charity. 

William  Bagnall’s  charity. 

Sarah  Hall’s  gift. 

George  Cornwall’s  charity. 

John  Goodman’s  charity. 

Gifts  of  George  Wingfield 
and  his  widow. 

Robert  Veller’s  charity. 

Alderman  Nash’s  charity. 

Charities  of Chandler, 

and Inglethorpe. 

Lady  Booth’s  charity. 

Charities  of Swaddon, 

and  Mrs.  Freeman. 


CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  WORCESTER. 


Inglethorpe’s 

Almshouse. 


CHARITIES  VESTED  IN  AND  UNDER  THE  MANAGEMENT 
OF  THE  CORPORATION. 

Inglethorpe’s  Almshouse. 

Richard  Inglethorpe,  by  his  Will,  dated  4th  July,  lGth  James  1,  devised  Worcester, 

to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Worcester  all  his  houses,  buildings,  lands,  charities 

tenements,  and  hereditaments  situate  in  the  city  or  county  of  Worcester,  vested  in  and  under 
which  he  had  purchased  of  the  several  persons  therein  respectively  mentioned,  the  management  of 
to  hold  the  same  immediately  after  the  decease  of  Margaret  his  wife,  to  the  uses  tlie  Corporation, 
thereinafter  declared  ; and  he  declared  his  intent  to  be,  that  the  said  premises 
should  be  let  and  improved  to  the  full  value  thereof,  and  that  the  chamberlains  of 
the  said  city  should  receive  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  and  should  yield  up 
a just  account  in  the  chamber  of  the  said  city,  as  well  of  the  rents  and  profits 
by  them  received,  and  the  arrears  thereof,  as  of  the  monies  laid  out  by  them  in 
the  precedent  year,  and  should  pay  what  remained  in  their  hands  into  the  said 
chamber,  there  to  remain  in  stock,  to  be  disposed  of  as  thereinafter  mentioned  ; 
and  that  a table  should  be  made  of  the  manner  of  disposing  of  the  said  gift,  and 
a register  kept  of  the  remainder  and  overplus  yearly,  which  table  and  register 
he  entreated  the  bailiffs  of  the  said  city  might  be  set  up  and  continually  kept 
in  the  council-chamber ; and  he  further  declared  his  will  to  be,  that  the  corpo- 
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ration  of  the  said  city  should  nominate  and  appoint  six  poor  men  of  the  said 
city  of  Worcester,  being  of  honest  life  and  report,  and  such  as  by  reason  of 
their  age  or  infirmity  were  not  able  to  work  for  their  living,  and  also  one  poor 
woman,  being  likewise  of  honest  life  and  report,  which  woman  should  wash  the 
clothes  of  the  six  poor  men,  make  their  beds,  and  attend  upon  them  in  time  of 
sickness  ; and  as  often  as  any  of  the  said  poor  men  or  woman  should  die  or  be 
discharged  from  their  places  by  the  said  corporation,  or  the  greater  part  of  them, 
which  should  be  done  upon  any  just  cause,  then  the  said  corporation  should 
nominate  and  appoint  others  in  their  places  of  the  estate,  infirmity,  and  condi- 
tion aforesaid,  so  that  there  might  be  continually  the  just  number  of  six  poor 
men  and  woman,  unto  every  of  which  said  several  six  poor  men  and  one  poor 
woman,  and  their  successors,  he  bequeathed  and  appointed  2 s.  weekly  a-piece 
for  ever,  to  be  paid  to  them  every  week  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said 
premises  by  the  chamberlain  for  the  time  being ; and  he  directed  that  in  the 
appointment  of  the  poor  men  the  kindred  of  himself  or  his  wife,  and  weavers  or 
brewers  of  the  said  city,  should  have  the  precedence  ; and  he  gave  and  appointed 
to  the  chamberlains  of  the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  for  their  pains  in  collect- 
ing the  said  rents,  2s.  yearly,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  said  rents  ; and  he  appointed 
unto  the  town-clerk  of  the  said  city  for  the  time  being  for  his  pains  in  keeping 
the  said  register,  and  setting  it  up  as  aforesaid,  2s.  yearly  out  of  the  said  rents  ; 
and  further  concerning  the  disposing  of  the  said  stock  which  should  accrue  by 
the  yearly  remainder  and  overplus  of  the  said  rents,  or  which  should  thereafter 
be  made  out  of  the  said  hereditaments  and  premises,  he  directed  that  some  part 
of  the  same  should  be  employed  in  the  reparations  of  the  houses  and  buildings 
on  the  said  charity-premises,  unless  where  the  tenants  were  bound  to  repair  the 
same  ; and  his  will  further  was,  that  the  residue  of  the  said  stock  shoidd  be  kept 
in  the  chamber  of  the  said  city,  or  be  otherwise  employed  for  the  increase  and 
benefit  thereof,  until  it  should  amount  to  the  sum  of  100/.,  which  sum  of  100/. 
should  be  laid  out  in  the  purchasing  of  other  houses,  lands,  or  tenements,  to  be 
employed  to  the  like  uses  ; and  as  often  as  the  said  stock  should  be  increased  to 
the  sum  of  100/.  other  houses  and  lands  should  in  like  manner  be  purchased  and 
employed  ; and  that  after  every  such  purchase  so  to  be  made  the  said  corpora- 
tion should  elect  and  appoint  one  other  poor  man,  of  the  like  estate,  infirmity, 
and  condition,  so  that  there  might  be  a perpetual  succession  of  such  poor  men 
so  to  be  added  and  elected  upon  every  purchase  as  aforesaid  for  ever,  and  every 
person  so  added  to  receive  2s.  weekly  for  ever. 

And  he  made  Margaret  his  wife  the  sole  executrix,  and  William  Warmstry 
and  Richard  Hall  overseers  of  his  said  will. 

By  a codicil  to  his  said  will,  indorsed  upon  the  last  sheet  thereof,  but  without 
date,  the  said  testator,  reciting  the  foregoing  devises,  declared  that  upon  further 
advice,  he  devised  the  tenements  and  hereditaments  above  mentioned  to  Mar- 
garet his  wife,  and  Mr.  William  Warmstry,  and  their  heirs,  for  ever,  and  that  it 
was  his  desire  that  his  said  wife  and  William  Warmstry  should  convey  and 
employ  the  said  rents  and  profits  of  the  same  to  the  uses  expressed  in  the  said 
will. 

By  an  Indenture,  dated  19th  August,  17th  James  1,  made  between  Margaret 
Inglethorpe,  widow  of  the  said  testator,  and  William  Warmstry,  of  the  one 
part,  and  Sir  Edwin  Sandis,  of  Ombersley,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  and 
divers  other  persons  therein  named  and  described,  of  the  other  part,  reciting 
that  the  said  Richard  Inglethorpe  by  his  said  will  and  codicil  had  devised  to 
the  said  Margaret  Inglethorpe  and  William  Warmstry  all  those  the  messuages, 
gardens,  and  tenements  thereinafter  mentioned,  viz.  one  messuage,  called  the 
White  Hart,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Swithin,  near  the  Grasse  Crosse  there ; another  messuage,  with  a little  close 
or  back-side  thereunto  belonging,  adjoining  the  said  White  Hart ; two  several 
messusges  adjoining  together  in  Goose-lane  within  the  same  parish  ; another 
messuage  in  a street  called  Fryars- street,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Helen,  in  the 
said  city ; a close  of  land,  containing  by  estimation  one  acre,  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Nicholas,  in  the  said  city,  near  unto  the  Foregate-street,  abutting  on  a lane 
called  Taylor’s-lane  on  the  south  side,  the  land  of  Frogme  on  the  north  side, 
and  Sansome  Field  on  the  east  side  ; four  several  messuages  or  tenements,  with 
gardens  to  them  belonging,  situate  in  the  said  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  abutting 
on  the  land  of  Robert  Steyne  on  the  north  side  of  the  common  highway  leading 
from  the  Foregate-street  unto  Sansome’s  Style  on  the  south  side,  and  land 
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belonging  to  the  school  of  Stourbridge  on  the  west  side,  and  Sansome’s  Field  on 
the  east  side  ; and  live  other  messuages  or  tenements,  with  four  gardens  unto 
four  of  them  belonging,  situate  together  in  the  said  parish  of  St.  Nicholas, 
adjoining  to  a malt-house  and  brick-wall  lately  built  by  the  said  Richard 
Inglethorpe,  on  the  north  side,  another  brick-wall,  parcel  of  the  premises,  on 
the  south  side,  a little  alley  called  Ginger-alley  on  the  east  side,  and  the  com 
mon  highway  leading  from  Sansome  Style  on  the  west  side : It  is  witnessed 
that  they  the  said  Margaret  Inglethorpe  and  William  Warmstry,  in  performance 
of  the  trust  in  them  reposed  by  the  said  testator,  and  to  the  intent  that  the  said 
hereditaments  might  be  duly  employed,  and  disposed  according  to  the  meaning 
of  the  said  Richard  Inglethorpe,  and  might  be  to  that  purpose  thereafter  con- 
veyed and  assured  by  the  said  Sir  Edwin  Sandis,  and  the  other  persons  therein 
mentioned,  of  the  second  part,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  unto  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  said  Richard 
Inglethorpe,  to  the  use  in  the  said  will  declared,  did  grant  and  confirm  unto 
the  said  Sir  Edwin  Sandis  and  others  all  the  before-mentioned  messuages,  tene- 
ments, gardens  and  hereditaments,  to  hold  the  same  to  them,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Margaret  Inglethorpe  during  her  life,  and  from 
and  after  her  decease  to  the  use  of  the  said  Edwin  Sandis  and  others,  upon 
trust,  that  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  Richard  Inglethorpe  should  be 
in  all  points  observed  and  kept,  and  that  in  convenient  time  the  same  should 
be  conveyed  and  assured  to  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  for  ever, 
for  the  observance  and  nerformance  of  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said 
Richard  Inglethorpe. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  above  hereditaments  were  ever  actually  conveyed 
by  the  trustees  to  the  corporation  agreeably  to  their  trust,  but  in  point  of 
fact  the  corporation  have  always  had  the  management  and  disposition  of  the 
property  on  behalf  of  the  charity. 

The  premises  called  in  the  above-abstracted  deed  the  White  Hart  are  now 
divided  into  two  dwelling-houses. 

The  two  houses  in  Goose-lane  are  become  one  house,  with  warehouses 
attached,  which  warehouses  may  probably  include  the  premises  stated  to  have 
been  at  the  back  of  the  White  Hart. 

The  house  described  to  be  in  Fryars-street  has  been  recently  demolished, 
and  now  forms  part  of  the  city  gaol. 

The  land  described  as  an  acre  of  ground,  to  the  east  of  which  lie  Sansome 
Fields,  is  well  known  by  the  abuttals  set  forth  in  the  deed ; it  wholly  con- 
sists of  garden-ground,  in  the  occupation  of  Sir  Anthony  Lechmere  and 
Mr.  Wellmore. 

The  four  houses  described  as  having  the  lands  belonging  to  the  school  of 
Stourbridge  on  the  west,  now  constitute  together  one  good  dwelling-house, 
with  a large  brick  warehouse  in  front,  and  a coach-house  and  stabling,  with  a 
considerable  curtilage  and  yard  belonging  to  it. 

Of  the  five  messuages  or  tenements  described  in  the  deed  as  being  near 
Ginger-alley,  now  called  Pearce’s-alley,  two  have  been  substantially  rebuilt,  and 
the  others  have  been  divided  into  small  tenements  inhabited  by  poor  persons. 

The  two  houses  at  the  Cross,  formerly  the  White  Hart,  were  renewed  to 
James  Bower,  a purchaser,  for  a valuable  consideration,  for  a term  of  41  years, 
commencing  from  25th  March  1813,  at  a reserved  annual  rent  of  20/.  At  the 
same  time,  the  premises  in  Goose-lane  were  let  to  Edward  Archer  and  Francis 
Williams  upon  a similar  lease,  for  the  same  term,  at  a rent  of  10/.,  and  an 
aggregate  fine  of  130/.  upon  both  these  leases  was  paid  by  James  Bower. 

Some  money  appears  to  have  been  laid  out  in  repairing  and  improving  these 
premises,  so  that  when  the  present  leases  run  out  (and  the  corporation  have 
undertaken  not  to  renew  them)  they  will  be  rendered  very  productive  to  the 
charity. 

For  the  site  of  the  house  taken  into  the  gaol  the  county  of  this  city  pays 
a rent  of  3 /.  10  s. 

For  the  acre  of  garden-ground  near  Sansome-fields  the  rent  received  is  12/. 
without  fine. 

The  premises  in  Sansome-street,  near  Stourbridge  school-lands,  were  renewed 
by  a lease,  dated  1st  November  1823,  to  commence  from  March  1817,  to 
Lady  Gresley,  on  whom  the  interest  devolved  as  the  representative  of  John 
Ganvay,  for  the  term  of  41  years,  at  a rent  of  3 /.  lO.s.  ; but  it  has  been 
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the  Corporation.  The  above  premises  were  demised  to  John  Crarway  by  an  indenture  made  in 

Inglethorpe’s  1732,  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract : 

.Almshouse,  By  an  Indenture,  made  14th  December  1732,  between  the  mayor,  aldermen,, 
continued.  anq  citizens  of  Worcester,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Garway,  merchant,  of 
J the  other  part,  the  said  corporation,  by  virtue  (as  it  is  therein  expressed)  of  a 
Chamber  Act  made  in  the  council  of  the  said  city,  in  consideration  of  the  sur- 
render of  a former  lease,  and  that  the  said  John  Garway  had  agreed  at  his 
own  costs  and  charges  to  build  seven  new  almshouses  according  to  a plan  pro- 
duced, in  a certain  lane  called  Taylor’s-lane,  adjoining  to  four  new  almshouses 
already  built ; and  also  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  3/.,  paid  as  a fine  for  the 
renewal  of  the  said  premises  which  he  the  said  John  Garway  had  lately  pur- 
chased of  Richard  Cooksey,  demised  unto  the  said  John  Garway  the  new- 
erected  warehouse,  being  late  three  messuages  or  tenements  therein  described, 
with  the  garden  thereto  belonging,  in  a street  called  the  Town  Ditch,  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Nicholas  ; and  also  all  those  seven  decayed  tenements  adjoining  to 
the  said  warehouse  and  garden,  used  as  almshouses  belonging  to  Inglethorpe’s 
charity ; and  also  a piece  of  waste  ground  near  Sansome  Field,  bounded  as 
therein  mentioned ; to  hold  to  the  said  John  Garway,  his  executors,  admini- 
strators and  assigns,  from  Lady-day  then  next  ensuing,  for  the  term  of  41  years, 
at  the  rent  of  31.  10s.  per  annum,  with  a condition  of  re-entry  by  the  cor- 
poration on  the  non-payment  of  the  rent  for  the  space  of  14  days ; or  if  the 
lessee,  his  executors  or  assigns,  should  at  any  time  during  the  term  assign  over 
his  or  their  interest,  unless  to  a wife,  child  or  children,  without  the  licence  of 
the  corporation,  in  writing,  under  their  common  seal. 

The  five  houses  in  Pearce’s  or  Ginger-alley  were  all  let  together  to  William 
Reddinge,  by  a lease,  dated  1st  January  1817,  to  commence  from  29th  Sep- 
tember 1816,  at  the  reserved  annual  rent  of  51.  and  a fine  of  132/.  9s.  The 
father  of  William  Reddinge  was  his  predecessor  in  the  property,  who  built  two 
substantial  houses  upon  it,  so  that  when  his  lease  expires,  the  corporation  having 
determined  not  to  renew,  it  will  be  a profitable  part  of  the  charity-property  at 
rack-rent. 

From  the  above  statement  it  appears  that  the  actual  income  of  the  charity, 
consisting  of  the  rents  above  mentioned,  exclusive  of  the  fines,  is  531. 

The  fines,  reckoning  the  renewals  from  the  year  1769  (before  which  period 
they  appear  to  have  been  very  small),  taken  upon  the  whole  of  the  property 
formerly  the  White  Hart,  and  the  premises  in  Goose-lane,  have  been  40/.,  30/., 
71  /.,  and  130/.,  amounting  together  to  291  /.  Upon  the  acre  of  garden-ground 
there  has  been  no  fine,  the  rent  being  considered  as  adequate  to  the  value. 
Upon  the  premises  let  to  Lady  Gresley,  the  fines  for  the  same  period  have  been 
32/.  10s.,  42/.,  37/.  8s.,  and  90/.  10s.,  making  together  228/.  8s.  Upon  the 
premises  let  to  William  Reddinge,  all  the  fines  taken  that  we  can  trace  for  the 
above  period  have  been  102/.  17 s.  and  132/.  9s.,  amounting  together  to 
235/.  6s.  The  aggregate  amount  of  the  above  fines  is  7-54/.  14s. 

Although  we  have  not  thought  it  expedient  in  reporting  the  state  of  this 
charity  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  fines  upon  the  above  lettings  from  a 
period  beyond  the  year  1769,  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  it  has  been  the  con- 
stant course  of  the  corporation,  from  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  (at  which 
the  leases  last  before  mentioned  commence),  to  let  these  charity-lands  for  terms 
of  41  years,  in  consideration  of  certain  fines  or  premiums,  with  a reservation 
of  small  rents,  except  in  one  or  two  instances  at  the  most,  and  that  all  these 
fines  appear  to  have  been  uniformly  mixed  up  in  their  accounts  by  the  corpora- 
tion, with  their  own  property,  and  never  to  have  been  specifically  appropriated 
to  the  charity. 

The  old  alms-houses  existing  in  Inglethorpe’s  time  appear  to  have  been  in  a 
state  of  decay  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  but  it  has  appeared  from 
the  lease  to  John  Garway  above  abstracted  that  it  contained  a stipulation  on 
the  part  of  the  lessee  to  build  seven  new  almshouses  in  lieu  of  the  old,  and 
in  addition  to  the  four  new  almshouses  therein  stated  to  have  been  already  built, 
which  stipulation  was  duly  performed.  The  four  alluded  to  in  the  lease  as 
already  built  appear  to  have  been  erected  by  the  corporation,  two  being  added 
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to  Nash's  charity,  and  two  to  Inglethorpe’s  ; increasing  the  number  of  Ingle- 
thorpe’s alms-houses  from  seven  to  nine. 

The  expenditure  is  as  follows ; 


In  these  houses  nine  almspeople  are  lodged,  who  receive  2 s.  a week 
each,  making  an  annual  amount  of  ------ 

Insurance  ----------- 

Sweeping  of  chimnies  --------- 

Accountant  - --  --  --  --  -- 

Clerk  of  the  audit  ---------- 

Reading  the  will  - --  --  --  --  - 

Repairs  on  an  average,  about  -------- 


£.  s.  d. 
46  16  - 
- 6 - 

- 3 - 

- 2 - 

- 8 - 

- 2 - 

4 10  - 
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The  trustees  also  repair  Inglethorpe’s  monument. 

The  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  vice-chamberlain  was  on  the  28th  September 
1827,  14/.  4 s.  11  d.  in  favour  of  the  charity. 

From  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  above  fines,  7-54/.  14s.  as  aforesaid,  is 
claimed  to  be  deducted  by  the  corporation,  511.  as  they  have  regularly  ac- 
counted to  the  charity  for,  31.  10  s.  per  annum  as  the  rent  upon  Lady  Gresley’s 
lease,  whereas  1/.  out  of  that  31.  10s.  was  paid  in  respect  of  a part  of  the 
leasehold  premises  belonging  to  the  corporation  as  lords  of  the  waste.  After 
this  deduction  the  amount  of  the  fines  computed  for  the  period  aforesaid  will 
be  70 31.  14s. ; and  for  this  sum  the  corporation  propose  to  pay  an  interest  of 
51.  per-cent  to  the  charity,  and  to  debit  themselves  annually  in  their  accounts 
to  that  amount ; which  addition  to  the  income  of  the  charity  will,  with  the 
accruing  surplus,  admit  of  an  immediate  addition  of  Is.  6d.  to  the  weekly  pay 
of  each  poor  person. 

Although  from  the  above  state  of  the  facts  it  appears  that  the  corporation 
have  been  deficient  in  answering  specifically  to  the  charity  the  amount  of  the 
fines  derived  from  the  leases  of  the  charity-property ; yet  it  is  due  to  them  to 
state,  that  they  have  annually  expended  in  their  actual  distribution  of  money, 
clothing,  fuel  and  bread,  a considerable  sum  beyond  the  amount  of  the  several 
donations  to  be  applied  by  them  to  those  purposes,  as  will  appear  in  the  account 
hereafter  to  be  given  of  such  charities,  and  the  distribution  made  under  them. 
And  it  is  averred  on  the  part  of  the  corporation,  that  this  annual  surplus  ex- 
penditure has  been  made  by  them,  with  reference  to  the  fines  received  upon 
the  charity-estates,  which  they  have  considered  as  constituting  a fund  ap- 
plicable entirely  to  charitable  objects.  We  have  deemed  it  proper  to  advert 
to  this  circumstance,  not  as  a correct  and  satisfactory  discharge  of  the  trusts 
vested  in  the  corporation,  but  by  way  of  exhibiting  the  general  principles  upon 
which  they  appear  to  have  proceeded. 

From  the  above  statement  it  appears  that  the  corporation  have  pursued  an 
improper  course  in  their  disposition  of  this  charity-property.  We  have  con- 
sidered this  a fit  case  therefore  to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  His 
Majesty’s  Attorney  General,  with  the  following  remarks  respecting  the  subsist- 
ing leases  : That  the  lease  of  the  five  houses  in  Pearce’s-alley,  now  vested  in 
William  Reddinge  under  the  lease  dated  29th  September  1816,  at  the  annual 
rent  of  51.,  the  fine  upon  which  was  132/.  9s.  as  above  mentioned,  appears  to 
have  been  transmitted  through  several  hands  for  valuable  considerations,  and 
that  the  father  of  the  present  lessee  laid  out  a considerable  sum  in  improvements. 
That  these  premises  have  been  valued  by  a respectable  surveyor  at  our  request, 
and  are  estimated  to  be  worth  60/.  per  annum  at  rack-rent,  on  a letting  for 
21  years.  The  two  houses  at  the  Cross,  formerly  the  White  Hart,  and  the 
premises  in  Goose-lane,  demised  at  Lady-day  1813,  at  the  rent  of  20/.,  and  for 
a fine  of  130/.,  have  been  estimated  to  be  worth  220/.  per  annum  at  rack-rent. 
The  premises  appear  also  to  have  been  the  subject  of  purchases  for  valuable 
consideration,  and  to-  have  been  improved  at  considerable  expense.  With 
respect  to  the  lease  now  vested  in  Lady  Gresley,  and  which  was  renewed  to 
her  in  1817  for  41  years,  upon  the  surrender  of  the  former  lease,  for  a fine  of 
96/.  10/.,  and  the  usual  reserved  rent  of  31.  10s. ; the  following  facts  seem 
worthy  of  particular  notice.  The  lease  in  1732,  above  referred  to,  was  made 
to  a leading  member  of  the  corporation,  from  whom  it  has  devolved  by  repre- 
sentation to  Lady  Gresley,  the  present  owner,  who  therefore  has  not  the  claims 
Rep.  19.  3 R of 
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Worcester.  of  a purchaser  for  a valuable  consideration  ; and  moreover  has  derived  her 
— — interest  under  a trustee  of  the  charity,  to  whom,  as  such,  the  demise  ought  not 
vested  iTanTunder  *n  ProPr^ety  to  have  been  made.  We  have  been  also  informed  that  in  July  1827, 
the  management  of  there  being  10  years  expired,  and  31  to  come,  of  this  lease,  the  same  was  sold 
the  Corporation,  by  her  ladyship  to  John  Hall  for  3,000/.  That  to  carry  the  sale  into  effect,  her 
ladyship’s  solicitors  applied  for  a licence  from  the  corporation  to  assign  her 
interest,  which  licence  the  corporation  refused  to  grant  until  the  result  of  our 
Inquiry  should  appear.  The  premises  last  mentioned  have  also  been  valued, 
and  estimated  to  be  worth  100/.  per  annum,  upon  a lease  of  21  years  at  rack- 
rent. 


John  Nash’s 
Charities. 


John  Nash’s  Charities. 

John  Nash,  alderman  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  by  his  Will,  dated  30th  July- 
1661,  gave  and  devised  unto  certain  persons  therein  named  and  described  as 
clothiers  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  his  messuage  or  tenement  situate  in  Powick, 
in  the  county  of  Worcester,  and  all  his  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments 
whatsoever  to  the  said  messuage  belonging  ; and  all  that  his  tithe-barn  in 
Powick  aforesaid,  and  his  tithes  of  corn,  grain,  and  hay,  of  what  nature  or  kind 
soever,  arising  within  the  said  parish  of  Powick ; and  all  his  tenements  or 
cottages,  being  theretofore  seven  tenements  or  cottages,  and  being  part  of  the 
cottages  that  were  called  Frogmorton’s  almshouses,  with  the  little  gardens 
unto  them  severally  belonging ; and  also  all  those  other  gardens  and  garden- 
ground  next  adjoining  unto  the  said  little  gardens,  upon  part  whereof  a 
Walker’s  rack  then  stood,  all  which  tenements,  or  cottages  and  gardens,  were 
situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin’s,  in  the  city  of  Worcester ; To  hold  the 
said  premises  to  them,  their  heirs,  and  assigns,  for  ever,  upon  trust,  that  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  or  their  sur- 
vivors, or  the  greater  part  of  them  for  the  time  being,  for  ever,  should  nomi- 
nate and  appoint  the  tenants  or  occupiers  of  the  premises,  with  and  under 
such  reservation  of  rents,  fines,  and  other  profits  as  should  be  thereafter 
directed  ; and  that  they  the  said  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council,  should 
receive  the  rents  and  profits  so  to  be  reserved,  and  dispose  thereof,  for  ever,  to 
and  for  the  charitable  uses  thereinafter  declared  ; and  his  will  was  that  the  said 
devisees  therein  named  should,  at  the  request  and  charges  of  the  mayor,  aider- 
men,  and  common-council  aforesaid,  make  leases  and  estates  to  such  person  or 
persons  as  should  be  nominated  as  aforesaid,  such  lessees  giving  good  security 
to  the  corporation  for  the  payment  of  their  rents,  but  that  no  lease  should  be 
longer  than  for  21  years,  and  that  the  rents  should  be  paid  into  the  hands  of 
the  chamberlain  of  the  said  city,  who  should  thereout  cause  the  tenements  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Martin,  thereinbefore  mentioned,  to  be  newly  and  substan- 
tially built,  and  to  be  made  10  good  houses,  which  10  houses  should  for  ever 
remain  unto  eight  of  the  most  decrepid,  impotent,  single  men  that  were  living 
in  the  city  of  Worcester,  three  of  which  number  should  be  such  as  had  served 
as  apprentices  in  the  said  city  for  the  term  of  seven  years  to  the  trade  of  a 
weaver,  and  had  been  laborious  and  diligent  in  their  calling ; that  the 
other  five  poor  men  should  be  such  as  had  served  as  apprentices  in  the  same 
city  for  the  term  of  seven  years  to  any  trade  whatsoever ; and  unto  two  poor 
unmarried  women  of  honest  lives,  and  about  50  years  of  age  ; which  said  poor 
women  should  wash  the  clothes  and  make  the  beds  of  the  eight  poor  men,  and 
attend  upon  them  in  sickness  ; and  the  said  will  further  provided  that  the  said 
poor  men  and  w-omen  should  be  appointed  by  the  said  corporation,  or  the  greater 
part  of  them  ; and  that  they  should  receive  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  afore- 
said 25.  weekly,  for  ever,  from  the  hands  of  the  chamberlain,  who  was  to  receive 
for  his  pains  6 s.  8 cl.  The  next  of  kin  of  the  said  testator  were  to  have  the 
preference  in  the  appointment  to  the  said  almshouses  ; and  he  gave  to  the  cor- 
poration a power  of  removing  idle  and  disorderly  persons  from  the  situation  of 
the  charity,  and  substituting  others  in  their  places. 

And  the  testator  further  directed,  that  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  said  pro- 
perty the  sum, of  SI.  should  be  yearly  paid  by  the  chamberlain  to  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  parishes  of  St.  Martin  and  St.  Helen,  within 
the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  viz.  to  each  parish  41.,  to  be  employed  by 
the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers,  and  six  of  the  most  substantial  parish- 
ioners of  each  of  the  said  parishes  respectively,  towards  the  placing  out  appren- 
tices the  sons  of  poor  people  born  and  bred  within  the  said  respective  parishes, 
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either  to  shoemakers,  bakers,  chandlers,  glovers,  stationers,  butchers,  mercers,  Worcester, 
pewterers,  braziers,  gunsmiths,  clockmakers,  or  dyers,  and  dressers  of  cloth.  ~ 

And  as  to  the  residue  of  the  said  rents  and  profits  over  and  above  the  said  vested  in  and  under 
52/.,  and  8/.  before  mentioned,  he  directed  that  the  chamberlains  should  the  management  of 
pay  the  same  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city,  which  should  be  lent 
to  some  young  tradesmen  within  the  said  city,  being  shopkeepers  of  one 
of  the  trades  aforesaid,  upon  good  security,  until  the  said  yearly  remainder 
should  amount  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  80  /.,  and  then  the  tradesmen  to 
whom  the  same  should  be  so  lent  should  pay  five-per-cent  per  annum  interest 
for  the  loan  thereof ; that  the  growing  and  ensuing  remainders  should  be 
lent  out  gratis  until  they  should  amount  to  the  like  sum  of  80  /.,  and  that  then 
the  remainder  should  be  lent  out  at  five-per-cent  ; and  that  when  the  yearly 
remainders,  with  the  interest,  should  amount  to  the  sum  of  160/.,  or  to  so  much 
money  as  would  buy  lands  of  inheritance  of  the  yearly  value  of  8 /.,  he  directed 
that  the  corporation  should  within  two  years  then  next  following,  if  conve- 
niently they  could,  purchase  lands  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  8 /.  at  the  least, 
and  that  therewith  the  chamberlain  should  pay  the  sum  of  81.  to  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  parishes  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  Nicholas  for  the 
same  purposes  as  above  mentioned,  with  respect  to  the  parishes  of  St.  Martin 
and  St.  Helen  ; and  the  like  course  was  directed  to  be  observed  for  accumulat- 
ing and  employing  the  said  surplus  rents  and  profits  for  the  parishes  of  St.  Peter, 
and  All  Saints  for  the  same  purposes.  A similar  provision  out  of  the  same  rents 
and  profits  to  arise  in  the  same  way  was  then  made  in  favour  of  the  parishes  of 
St.  Clement,  St.  Alban,  and  St.  Swithins  ; St.  Swithin’s  to  have  the  yearly  sum 
of  4/.,  and  the  two  other  parishes  405.  a-piece. 

The  said  testator  in  the  next  place  directed  that  what  should  remain  after 
the  satisfaction  of  the  aforesaid  several  objects  of  his  bounty,  should  be  lent 
gratis  to  young  tradesmen,  until  it  should  amount  to  100  /.,  and  that  then  the 
said  mayor,  aldermen  and  common-council,  should  purchase  lands  of  the  yearly 
value  of  5 /.  at  the  least,  which  yearly  sum  of  5 /.  should  be  employed  in  the 
clothing  of  five  poor  aged  men  in  the  city,  205.  for  each  of  them  ; and  it  was 
provided  by  the  said  will,  that  as  soon  as  the  residue,  after  the  satisfaction  of 
the  said  objects,  should  amount  to  100/.,  the  same  should  be  again  laid  out  in 
the  purchase  of  lands  producing  51.  per  annum,  which  was  to  be  laid  out  in  the 
same  way  as  the  foregoing  5 /. ; and  such  accumulations  and  purchases  were  to 
be  continued  in  the  same  way  in  perpetuum. 

The  same  will  was  ordered,  as  far  as  related  to  the  said  charitable  bequests, 
to  be  publicly  read  by  the  town-clerk  at  the  Guildhall  of  the  same  city  on  the 
first  Friday  in  Lent,  who  was  to  receive  5 5.  for  his  trouble. 

The  books  of  the  corporation  contain  accounts  of  the  rental  of  the  devised 
property  as  early  as  1662,  being  the  year  of  the  testator’s  death,  and  exhibit 
for  some  years,  from  that  period,  the  disbursements  on  behalf  of  the  above- 
mentioned  charity.  According  to  that  rental,  the  clear  produce  of  the  tithes 
for  the  first  was  90/.  : 81.  was  the  rent  of  a messuage  in  Powick  ; and  a rent  of 
SI.  165.  was  received  for  a tenement  near  the  almshouses,  and  the 
behind  the  same,  making  the  total  annual  receipt  101/.  165. 

The  above  rental  appears  clearly  to  have  included  all  that  was  derived  origi- 
nally under  the  will  of  the  donor,  except  the  site  of  the  almshouses  themselves, 
agreeing  with  a plan  of  the  same  contained  in  a frame  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  corporation,  and  which,  though  without  a date,  is  known  to  have  been  made 
about  half  a century  ago. 

The  first  account  in  the  books  respecting  this  property  exhibits  the  items  of 
expenditure  on  the  building  of  the  almshouses  in  execution  of  the  testator’s 
directions. 


gardens 


We  find  only  one  mention  of  the  application  of  a part  of  the  surplus  rents 
and  profits  to  the  purchase  of  land  according  to  the  will  of  the  testator,  which 
took  place  in  the  year  1679,  when,  with  the  sum  of  160/.,  the  accumulated 
produce  of  the  estate,  and  56/.  borrowed,  (which  was  afterwards  repaid), 
making  a total  of  216/.,  certain  lands  were  purchased,  viz.  a parcel  of  land 
called  Artichoke  Field,  consisting  of  about  6 h acres,  near  a place  called  Pitch- 
croft  ; another  piece  adjoining  to  Artichoke  Field,  called  Wadd  Close,  contain- 
ing about  an  acre  ; and  another  small  piece,  called  Jew’s  Patch,  which  last- 
mentioned  piece  appears  formerly  to  have  been  an  inclosure  adjoining  to 
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Worcester.  Pitchcroft,  but  which  has  been  thrown  open,  and  may  nowr  be  considered  a 
— — making  part  of  Pitchcroft  common  fields, 

vested^ inMchinder  The  whole  property  of  the  charity,  composed  of  that  which  was  originally 

the  management  of  derived  under  the  will  above  abstracted,  and  of  that  which  wras  acquired  by  the 
the  Corporation,  purchase  made  in  1679,  appear  to  have  been  preserved  to  the  charity. 

The  almshouses  have  been  increased  by  additions  made  at  various  times 
from  their  original  number  of  10,  as  first  erected  under  the  will,  to  the  number 
of  17,  at  an  expense  of  1000/.  Fifteen  of  these  are  in  or  near  New-street,  and 
two  in  Tailor’s-lane,  in  St.  Nicholas's  parish.  Each  of  the  tenements  in  New- 
street  consists  of  two  apartments,  for  the  accommodation  of  each  poor  person  ; 
the  twro  in  Tailor’s-lane,  of  one  apartment  only  in  each.  The  15  tenements 
above  mentioned  run  at  right  angles  with  New-street,  at  the  back  of  the 
same,  having  each  a small  slip  of  garden-ground  annexed.  Several  of  the 
10  houses  appear  to  have  been  at  no  great  distance  of  time  very  substantially 
repaired,  if  not  wholly  rebuilt;  and  the  other  five  in  New-street  are  recent 
erections. 

Near  the  same  place  the  charity  has  the  property  of  a garden,  with  some 
small  buildings  at  one  end,  appearing  to  contain  about  the  eighth  of  an  acre. 

Another  small  garden  and  a yard,  with  a brewhouse  and  workshop  upon  it, 
comprising  about  the  sixteenth  of  an  acre. 

And  a third  garden  and  yard,  with  similar  buildings  upon  it,  of  the  same  di- 
mensions as  the  last. 


All  which  premises  are  held  under  several  leases  for  41  years ; the  rent  of 
the  first-mentioned  premises  being  19-?.  8 d.,  of  those  secondly  mentioned, 
9^.  5d.,  and  of  the  third,  145.  7 d.,  with  25.  capon-money,  as  it  is  called,  to  the 
mayor  for  the  time  being  upon  each. 

It  has  been  the  practice  to  renew  the  above  leases  on  the  termination  of  every 
14  years,  at  a fine  equivalent  to  the  improved  value  for  one  year,  which  is  the 
course  taken  by  the  corporation  with  respect  to  their  own  property  in  the  city 
of  Worcester,  as  also  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of  the  cathedral. 

The  above-mentioned  gardens,  which  are  situate  in  or  near  New-street,  all  lie 
at  the  back  of  houses  belonging  to  the  dean  and  chapter,  and  are  occupied 
therewith. 

In  Powick  the  charity  is  entitled  under  the  above-mentioned  will  to  a dwell- 
ing-house and  garden,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Walter  Carless,  and  to  the 
great  tithes  of  the  same  parish. 

In  the  rent-roll  of  the  corporation  for  1813,  and  also  in  the  rent-rolls  for 
several  of  the  subsequent  years  which  have  been  laid  before  us,  we  find  included 
under  the  head  of  “ property  of  Nash’s  Charity  ” some  land  in  the  possession 
of  the  trustees  of  Netherton,  for  which  a sum  of  1/.  is  paid  as  the  yearly  rent. 

This  land  could  not  have  been  any  part  of  the  estate  originally  devised  by  the 
donor,  being  situated  in  the  Butts,  near  the  above-mentioned  field  called  the 
Pitchcroft,  to  which  the  descriptions  in  the  will  did  certainly  not  extend,  and 
it  is  equally  clear  that  it  was  not  any  part  of  the  property  enumerated  in  the 
earliest  rentals  relating  to  the  devised  premises,  nor  of  that  which  is  stated  in 
the  map  of  the  charity-property  as  coming  under  the  will ; neither  does  it  seem 
probable  that  the  land  last  above  mentioned  could  be  a part  of  the  purchase 
made  in  1679,  hereinbefore  noticed. 

The  corporation  could  not  produce  to  us  the  title-deed  of  that  purchase,  but 
we  have  seen  an  old  memorandum  made  in  1768,  recording  the  particular  lands 
which  were  so  purchased,  according  to  which  the  same  consisted  of  five  acres, 
in  a field  called  Windmill  Field,  answering,  by  its  boundaries  and  abuttals  as 
therein  specified,  to  the  property  above  stated  to  have  been  the  subject  of  that 
purchase  ; and  at  the  end  of  that  memorandum  it  is  further  added,  that  that 
particular  purchase  was  made  in  1679  from  one  Abel  Alye,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  216/. 

The  property  designated  as  lands  in  the  possession  of  the  trustees  of  Nether- 
ton  appears  regularly,  till  the  year  1813,  in  the  rentals  of  the  land  exclusively 
belonging  to  the  corporation,  but  by  an  inadvertence,  explained  by  the  present 
receiver  of  the  corporation-rents,  it  was  in  1813,  and  some  subsequent  years, 
blended  with  Nash’s  charity-property.  The  accounts  however  kept  by  the 
same  receiver  make  the  rent  of  that  property  a part  of  the  income  of  the  cor- 
poration ; and  there  is  nothing  in  any  of  the  accounts  in  the  books  to  show  that 
any  purchase  whatever,  except  that  which  has  been  above  mentioned  to  have 
$ taken 
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taken  place  in  1679,  has,  down  to  the  present  moment,  been  made  of  any  estate 
in  land  out  of  the  income  of  the  charity.  We  have  investigated  this  point  with 
the  greatest  caution,  and  have  found  nothing  to  induce  us  to  doubt  that  the 
land,  consisting  of  about  five  acres,  held  by  the  trustees  of  Netherton,  is  the  pro- 
perty of  the  corporation. 

It  has  been  already  observed,  that  all  the  property,  whether  belonging  to  the 
corporation,  or  under  their  management  as  charity-property  in  the  city  of  Wor- 
cester, has  been  let  on  leases  for  41  years,  usually  renewed  every  14,  on  pay- 
ment of  a fine. 

The  first  garden  above  mentioned  in  the  enumeration  of  the  original  charity- 
property  was,  in  consideration  of  the  surrender  of  the  subsisting  lease,  which 
was  for  41  years,  demised  by  a new  lease,  dated  1st  January  18 16,  to  Thomas 
Barnes,  as  assignee  of  Mary  Meredith,  to  hold  to  him,  his  executors,  adminis- 
trators and  assigns,  for  41  years  from  29th  September  then  last  past,  for  a fine 
of  21/.  10s.,  at  the  reserved  rent  of  19s.  8 d.  per  annum,  and  also  the  further 
sum  of  2 s.  to  the  mayor  of  Worcester  in  lieu  of  capons.  Upon  the  renewal  next 
before  the  one  last  mentioned,  which  was  made  by  a lease,  dated  2d  November 
1801,  a fine  of  16/.  Os.  4 d.  was  taken.  On  the  renewal  immediately  next  pre- 
ceding, made  4th  March  I7S8,  the  fine  was  14/.  Os.  4 d.  For  the  renewal,  which 
was  made  in  1773,  a fine  of  10/.  was  received  by  the  corporation,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  surrender  of  a subsisting  lease,  made  2d  October  1758,  upon  which 
had  been  paid  a fine  of  10/. 

In  looking  into  an  old  account-book  we  find  that  upon  a lease,  made  20th 
February  1744,  a fine  of  10/.  was  received,  and  duly  accounted  for  to  the  charity. 
From  that  period  to  the  year  1768  the  same  book  carries  down  the  account,  with 
an  intervening  chasm  from  1754  to  1765,  so  that  it  cannot  be  known  with  cer- 
tainty what  became  of  the  intermediate  fine  payable  in  1759. 

From  the  year  1768  down  to  the  year  1789  there  are  no  accounts  extant,  but 
from  the  year  1789  to  the  present  time  the  charity-accounts  have  been  regularly 
carried  on,  in  which  accounts  we  find  no  mention  of  fines.  It  is  to  be  observed, 
however,  that  in  the  year  1790,  soon  after  the  accounts  of  Nash’s  charity,  as 
well  as  others,  had  been  committed  to  the  present  vice-chamberlain,  the  sum  of 
56/.  195.  2 \d.  was  handed  over  to  him  as  the  balance  due  upon  Nash’s  charity, 
which  makes  it  probable  that  some  accounts  in  the  interim  had  been  kept, 
though  what  were  the  items  composing  that  balance  do  not  at  all  appear.  I11 
the  accounts  exclusively  relating  to  the  property  of  the  corporation  it  distinctly 
appears  that  the  fines  which  have  been  received  during  the  last-mentioned 
period,  that  is,  from  1789  to  the  present  time,  have  been  carried  to  their  own 
account. 

Before  the  year  1789  the  accounts  were  committed  to  the  chamberlain, 
annually  appointed,  which  officer  appears  to  have  been  often  remiss  in  the 
management  of  this  department,  so  that  it  was  judged  proper  in  the  year  last 
mentioned  to  appoint  a vice-chamberlain,  with  the  special  office  of  attending  to 
the  accounts  of  the  corporation.  All  that  can  be  said  therefore  upon  this  state- 
ment of  facts  is,  that  there  is  positive  evidence  to  show  that  the  two  fines  last 
received,  amounting  together  to  36/.  10 s.  4 d.,  have  not  been  applied  to  the 
benefit  of  the  almshouse. 

The  little  garden,  secondly  above  mentioned  in  the  enumeration  of  the  ori- 
ginal property  as  situate  at  the  back  of  New-street,  for  which  a rent  of  9<s.  5d. 
was  reserved,  was  renewed  by  a lease,  dated  1st  August  1815,  for  a fine  of 
4/.  10  s.  8d.  ; and  the  garden,  thirdly  above  stated  as  being  situate  at  the  back 
of  the  premises  in  New-street,  for  which  a rent  of  14s.  7 d.  was  reserved,  was 
demised  1st  August  1815,  for  a fine  of  7 /•  3s.  6d.  On  the  21st  May  1800, 
by  a lease  of  that  date,  both  the  last-mentioned  premises  were  together  renewed 
for  a joint  fine  of  61.  On  the  1st  May  1785  the  lease  of  the  same  two  gardens 
was  renewed  at  the  same  fine  of  61.  On  1st  August  1771  they  were  renewed 
for  a fine  of  5/.  10  s. 

Before  the  last-mentioned  period  the  fines  upon  these  small  gardens  are  stated 
to  have  been  very  trifling.  No  mention  of  them  occurs  in  the  books  of  the 
corporation. 

The  fines  upon  the  renewals  of  these  two  little  pieces  from  1789,  the  period 
from  which  the  accounts  were  regularly  kept,  and  from  which  time  the  fines 
expressly  appear  to  have  been  carried  to  the  wrong  account,  amount  to 
17/.  14s.  2 d. 
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Worcester.  Before  the  year  1762  the  lands  in  and  near  Pitchcroft,  purchased  with  the 

— 7:  21 6/.,  appear  to  have  been  let  in  three  different  tenancies,  producing  an  aggre- 

vested  inandSunder  Sate  rent  of  lU>  but  in  the  year  1762  Artichoke  Field,  being  a part  of  those 
the  management  of  lands,  consisting  of  about  6^  acres,  was  let  to  Joseph  Millington  for  41  years, 
the  Corporation,  commencing  from  2d  April  then  last  past,  at  a rent  of  51.  a year,  for  which 
John  Nash’s  lease  the  lessee  paid  a fine  of  30/.  and  covenanted  to  lay  out  150/.  in  building 
Charities,  a }louse.  The  rest  of  those  lands  last  mentioned  remained  at  rack-rent. 
continued.  ^ Qn  24th  February  1766  the  corporation,  in  consideration  of  the  surrender  of 
the  existing  interest,  and  of  the  undertaking  on  the  part  of  the  lessee  to  make 
good  his  engagement  to  lay  out  150/,  in  the  building  of  a house,  demised 
4 1 acres,  part  of  Artichoke  Field,  to  the  said  Joseph  Millington,  to  hold  to  him, 
his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  for  41  years  from  the  Lady-day  then 
next ; and  in  the  same  lease  the  corporation  covenanted  with  the  said  Joseph 
Millington  perpetually  to  renew  the  said  lease  for  a fine  of  3/.  12s.,  to  be  paid 
on  each  renewal.  The  same  lease  recited  an  agreement  between  Millington 
and  the  corporation  to  let  the  governors  of  the  Worcester  Infirmary  enjoy  the 
remaining  two  acres  of  the  same  field  for  building  a new  hospital  thereupon  ; 
and  by  an  indenture,  bearing  the  same  date  as  the  one  last  mentioned,  the  cor- 
poration granted  to  the  said  governors  a lease  of  the  said  two  acres  for  41  years, 
to  commence  as  aforesaid,  with  a like  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal,  at 
a reserved  rent  of  1/.  10s.,  and  a fine  on  renewals  every  14  years  of  1/.  12s. 

It  should  be  added  that  the  governors  of  the  Infirmary  gave  Millington  200/. 
for  the  relinquishment  of  his  interest  in  the  two  acres.  And  it  is  especially 
deserving  of  notice,  and  severe  animadversion,  that  the  said  Joseph  Millington 
was  a leading  member  of  the  corporation  at  the  time. 

The  fine  of  30/.  paid  in  1762  as  aforesaid,  and  also  the  first  fines  of  31.  12 s. 
and  1/.  10s.,  were  paid  at  a time,  the  accounts  of  which  are  wholly  lost.  They 
may  possibly  have  been  included  in  the  balance  handed  over  to  the  vice-cham- 
berlain in  1790,  but  of  that  we  can  speak  with  no  confidence.  From  the  year 
1790  the  fines  upon  the  last-mentioned  property  have  amounted  to  15/.  16s. 

The  remainder  of  the  lands  in  Pitchcroft  being  1a.  1 r.  31  p.  produced  to 
the  charity  6/.  a year. 

The  land  called  Wadd  Close  has  been  let  for  about  20  years,  at  12  guineas, 
but  the  tenants  have  given  notice  to  quit,  and  it  is  not  expected  that  the  same 
rent  will  be  obtained  upon  a fresh  letting. 

In  Michaelmas  term  1811  an  information  was  filed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
at  the  relation  of  Vaughan  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  charity,  against  the  cor- 
poration of  Worcester,  and  Sir  Anthony  Lechmere  and  others,  the  then  lessees  of 
the  4 1 acres,  part  of  the  Artichoke  Field,  to  set  aside  the  subsisting  lease  of  those 
premises.  And  by  a decree  of  the  Vice-Chancellor,  dated  8th  June  1826,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  indenture  of  lease  in  the  pleadings  mentioned,  dated 
29th  July  1794,  should  be  set  aside,  and  delivered  up  to  the  Attorney-General 
to  be  cancelled ; that  the  defendants,  J.  Wheely  and  Sir  Anthony  Lechmere, 
should  deliver  up  the  possession  of  the  estate  and  premises  comprised  in  the  said 
lease  ; and  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Master  to  take  an  account  of  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  estate  comprised  in  the  same  lease  which  had  accrued 
since  the  filing  of  the  said  information,  and  been  received  by  the  defendants, 
J.  Wheely  and  Sir  Anthony  Lechmere,  or  to  their  use,  who  were  to  answer 
what  should  be  found  due  from  them  respectively.  The  consideration  of  all 
further  directions,  and  of  the  costs  of  suit,  were  reserved  until  the  Master  should 
have  made  his  report ; and  all  parties  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  apply  to  the  Court 
as  there  should  be  occasion. 

The  property  in  the  parish  of  Powick,  devised  to  the  charity  under  the  donor’s 
will,  consists  of  a dwelling-house,  garden  and  orchard,  now  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Walter  Carless,  as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  for  which  he  pays  a rent  of 
30  guineas  per  annum.  In  1810  the  rent  appears  to  have  been  20  guineas,  to 
which  it  had  been  gradually  raised  from  4/.  135.  4 d.,  the  rent  in  1771-  The 
present  rent  of  30  guineas  is  considered  as  adequate  to  the  value. 

The  quantity  of  lands  subject  to  rectorial  tithes  in  the  parish  of  Powick  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  hitherto  ascertained  with  perfect  certainty,  and  we  for- 
bear stating  any  thing  conjectural  on  the  subject,  but  we  are  assured  by  cre- 
dible testimony,  that  considerable  care  and  diligence  has  been  exerted  to  obtain 
all  that  has  been  due  to  the  charity  from  this  source.  It  has  already  appeared 

in  1771  they  were  let  for 

100/. ; 


that  at  the  testator’s  death  they  were  let  for  90/. 
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100/. ; in  1789  for  140/.  upon  a lease  which  expired  in  1800.  They  were  then 
let  upon  a fresh  taking  for  21  years,  for  280/.,  to  the  late  Lord  Beauchamp.  — -7 
From  1821  they  have  been  held  by  Mr.  John  Hill  and  others,  to  the  number  of  vestea  hianTui der 
about  20,  who  apportion  them  among  themselves  and  the  other  tenants,  and  tiie  management  of 
collect  and  pay  them  to  the  corporation.  By  this  mode  of  letting  the  rent  has  the  Corporation, 
been  increased  to  311/.,  the  tenants  paying  the  land-tax,  amounting  to  18/. 
a year,  which,  upon  former  lettings,  used  to  be  paid  by  the  landlord. 

The  income  of  the  charity,  as  it  at  present  stands,  is  3G7/.  Is.  8 d.,  inde- 
pendently of  the  question  now  in  agitation,  which  income  consists  of  the  rents 
arising  from  the  pieces  of  garden-ground  and  buildings  in  or  near  New-street, 
contiguous  to  the  almshouses  ; the  4 \ acres,  part  of  Artichoke  Field  ; the  other 
piece  of  ground,  part  of  Pitchcroft  Field  ; Wadd  Close,  the  house,  garden  and 
orchard  in  Powick ; and  lastly,  but  principally,  from  the  rectorial  tithes  of  that 
parish. 

The  rent  of  1/.  10s.,  reserved  upon  the  lease  first  made  in  1766  as  aforesaid 
to  the  governors  of  the  infirmary,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  ever  received 
by  the  corporation,  or  carried  to  the  almshouse-account ; but  as  far  as  we  can 
collect  from  the  papers  laid  before  us,  the  sheriff  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  who 
is  always  one  of  the  corporation,  has  been  in  the  constant  receipt,  by  himself  or 
his  under-sheriff,  of  this  rent.  From  the  sheriff’s  own  account,  which  goes 
back  to  December  1810,  this  rent  appears  always  on  the  receipt-side  of  that 
account ; and  the  secretary  of  the  infirmary  has  informed  us,  that  during  the 
seven  years  of  his  being  in  office  he  has  paid  the  same  rent  to  the  under-sheriff, 
upon  a clear  understanding  that  such  was  the  practice  of  his  predecessors. 


Each  of  the  17  ahnspeople  is  paid  5 s.  per  week,  amounting  per  annum 
to  - --  --  --  --  --  - 

About  Christmas  in  every  year  the  poor  people  are  furnished  with 
articles  of  body-clothing,  amounting  to  per  annum  - 
With  shoes  to  the  amount  of  about  ------- 

With  coals,  about  ------  - - 

About  8 s.  towards  the  expense  of  their  funeral  - 
Sweeping  the  chimnies  - --  --  --  -- 

Insurance  - --  --  --  --  -- 

A quit-rent  to  the  bishop  of  Worcester  ------ 

Also  to  the  bishop,  for  Powick  Impropriation,  a fee  every  three  years  of 
2/.  13  s.  8 d.,  being  per  annum  ------- 

A fee-farm  rent  of  12  /.  1 7 s.  8 d.,  reduced  by  payment  of  land-tax  to  - 
To  Lord  Beauchamp,  for  almoners  tithes  of  Powick,  1 /.  10  s. ; reduced 
by  land-tax  to  - --  --  --  --  - 

The  clerk  of  the  audit  ' - 

Paid  the  clerk  for  reading  the  will  ------- 

The  accountant  - --  --  --  --  - 

Paid  the  King’s  receiver  a chief-rent  of  13  s.  8 d.  for  Pitt’s  gardens,  of 
which  property  the  charity  is  not  in  possession  - 
For  repairs,  including  the  chancel  of  Powick  church,  on  an  average 
may  be  about  - --  --  --  --  - 

Paid  to  the  several  parishes  mentioned  in  the  will,  according  to  the 
directions  thereof  ------- 

£. 


£.  s.  d. 
221  - - 

13  12  - 
6 14  - 
8 10  - 
- 8 - 

- 5 8 

- 12  - 

- 2 6 

- 17  10 

11  - - 

1 4 - 

- 5 - 

- 5 ~ 

- 6 8 

- 13  8 

50  - - 

36  - - 

351  16  4 


The  accounts,  upon  the  principle  on  which  they  have  been  kept,  show  a 
balance  up  to  the  present  time,  (Michaelmas  1827,)  of  630/.  8 s.  4 d.  in  favour 
of  the  charity. 

It  remains  to  be  observed,  that  there  are  certain  deficiencies  upon  the  above 
statement  which  the  corporation  will  have  to  make  good  to  this  charity.  The 
fines,  which  by  distinct  documentary  evidence  may  with  certainty  be  concluded 
to  have  been  unpaid  to  the  charity,  amount  to  69/.  10  s.  6d.,  to  which  is  to  be 
added  the  rents  of  the  piece  of  Artichoke  Field  whereupon  the  infirmary  stands, 
which  rents  have  been  received  by  the  sheriff  from  the  year  1810,  and  appear 
not  to  have  been  accounted  for  to  the  charity  from  1789.  The  aggregate 
amount  of  these  rents  for  the  whole  period,  reckoning  from  1789,  would  amount 
to  551.  10s.,  and  the  two  amounts,  composed  respectively  of  the  above  arrears 
of  fines  and  rents,  put  together,  make  the  sum  of  125/.  Os.  6 cl.,  with  which 
the  corporation  have  now  debited  themselves  to  the  charity. 

In  considering  the  debt  with  which  the  corporation  is  above  charged,  it 
seems  fair  and  reasonable  to  give  them  credit  for  what  they  have  expended  in 
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clothing  the  poor  of  the  city,  as  that  was  an  ulterior  express  object  in  the  views 
of  the  founder  of  this  charity,  to  be  extended  indefinitely  with  the  augmentation 
of  the  funds. 

The  corporation  annually  give  away,  under  the  head  of  audit-coats,  consider- 
able sums,  which  form  regular  items  in  their  accounts,  the  persons  receiving 
these  clothes  being  generally  poor  freemen  of  the  city.  The  number  of  coats 
given  is  26,  of  which  six  are  charged  to  Benjamin  Thorpe’s  charity-account 
hereafter  mentioned,  but  for  the  remaining  20  the  corporation  appear  to  have 
no  specific  fund  except  the  surpluses  of  Nash’s  charity.  The  corporation 
therefore  claim  to  have  the  above  debt  for  fines  considered  as  satisfied  by  their 
expenditure  upon  clothing  as  above  mentioned  ; but  they  have  agreed  in  future 
to  keep  a distinct  and  particular  account  of  all  the  objects  to  which  the  pro- 
ceeds of  Nash’s  charity-estates  are  applied,  so  as  to  keep  them  wholly  separate 
from  all  other  charitable  receipts  and  disbursements. 

It  is  proper  also  to  observe,  that  due  attention  appears  to  have  been  bestowed 
in  the  first  place  upon  the  almshouses,  as  the  primary  objects  of  the  founder’s 
benevolence.  The  houses  have  been  increased  from  10  to  17>  and  the  pay  of 
the  poor  people  from  2 s.  to  5 s.  per  week. 

It  appears  by  a bond  found  in  the  chest  belonging  to  the  corporation,  that 
50/.  out  of  Alderman  Nash’s  money  is  now  out  upon  loan  to  a Mr.  John 
Thomson  and  his  sureties.  The  bond  is  dated  2d  February  1827. 


Wyatt’s  Almshouses. 

Wyatt’s  Michael  Wyatt , by  his  Will,  dated  13th  May  1725,  devised  to  the  mayor, 

Almshouses.  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  all  that  his  freehold  messuage, 
or  tenement  and  gardens,  situate  in  the  Fryars-street,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Helen, 
in  the  said  city  of  Worcester,  to  hold  the  same  to  the  several  uses  therein 
expressed ; viz.  that  six  convenient  houses  should  be  erected  and  well  built, 
and  made  firm  and  substantial  with  good  materials,  upon  which  300/.  or 
upwards  should  be  laid  out,  and  paid  by  his  executor,  upon  the  most  con- 
venient back  part  of  the  aforesaid  tenement,  together  with  the  brick,  timber, 
and  materials  then  upon  the  ground,  as  soon  as  conveniently  might  be  after 
the  testator’s  decease  ; and  after  the  said  six  houses  or  dwellings  should  be 
made  fit  to  be  inhabited,  his  will  was,  that  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citi- 
zens of  the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  in  council  assembled,  should  have 
power  to  nominate  and  appoint  six  aged  honest  poor  men  of  reputation, 
either  bachelors  or  widowers,  freemen  of  the  said  city,  to  dwell  and  inhabit 
therein  for  and  during  their  natural  lives,  provided  they  should  live  sole, 
and  behave  themselves  therein  soberly,  quietly  and  orderly,  otherwise  his  will 
was,  that  the  mayor  and  aldermen  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
should  displace  either  of  them  j and  that  upon  the  death  or  removal  of  either  of 
them,  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  citizens  of  the  said  city,  in  council 
assembled,  should  elect  another  person  or  persons,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  into 
-every  or  either  of  their  vacancies,  always  preferring  the  testator’s  relations 
before  any  other  person ; and  that  all  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  of  the  said 
messuage  and  gardens,  should  be  set  by  the  common  council  of  the  said  city, 
and  the  rents  received  by  the  chamberlains  thereof  for  the  time  being,  and  that 
5s.  thereof  should  be  allowed  the  accountant  yearly  for  his  care  therein  to  be 
taken  ; and  that  all  the  residue  of  the  rents,  after  all  necessary  repairs  and  taxes 
were  deducted,  should  be  disposed  and  given  to  the  six  poor  men  dwelling  in 
his  almshouses  to  be  erected  as  aforesaid  weekly,  and  so  to  remain  for  ever ; 
and  for  the  further  and  better  endowing  and  relieving  of  his  said  six  ahnspeople 
to  be  placed  therein  as  aforesaid,  the  testator  gave  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
citizens  of  the  said  city,  all  those  his  six  freehold  messuages,  or  tenements  and 
gardens  in  the  said  city  of  Worcester,  three  whereof  were  lying  in  the  Cooken- 
street,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew,  which  he  bought  of  the  several  persons 
therein  mentioned,  one  lying  in  Powick-lane,  in  the  said  parish  of  St.  Andrew, 
one  lying  in  the  Broad-street,  in  the  parish  of  All  Saints,  and  one  messuage  and 
garden  lying  in  the  parish  of  St.  Alban,  adjoining  to  the  palace  of  the  Bishop 
of  Worcester,  which  said  six  tenements  were  then  set  at  50/.  per  annum,  to 
hold  the  said  six  messuages,  or  tenements  and  gardens,  to  the  said  mayor, 
aldermen  and  citizens,  and  their  successors,  to  and  for  the  use,  benefit,  and 
relief  of  the  six  poor  men  dwelling  in  his  said  almshouses  for  ever,  the  rents 
and  profits  thereof  to  be  received  by  the  chamberlains  of  the  said  city  for  the 
time  being,  or  either  of  them,  and  the  whole  profits  thereof  to  be  given  to  any 


Worcester. 


Wyatt's 

Almshouses, 

continued. 


Worcester.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  501 

of  his  said  almspeople  by  paying  2 5.  weekly  every  Saturday  to  every  of  them, 
towards  their  relief  and  sustenance  ; and  when  the  rents  and  profits  would 
abear,  after  repairs  and  taxes  were  deducted,  his  will  was,  that  the  said  chamber-  veste^rTand^nder 
lains  should  buy  six  cloth  coats,  to  be  given  yearly,  or  every  other  year,  to  his  the  management  of 
six  almspeople,  and  that  the  residue,  if  any,  should  be  laid  out  in  buying  more  the  Corporation, 
apparel  for  them,  or  coals,  and  given  his  said  almspeople  in  the  winter-season 
according  as  the  mayor  and  aldermen  for  the  time  being  should  direct ; and  the 
said  testator  further  directed,  that  a book  should  be  provided,  and  that  there 
should  be  yearly  entered  therein  an  account  of  the  rents  received,  and  the 
manner  of  their  being  employed  or  disposed  of  according  to  that  his  will,  which 
book  should  be  kept  amongst  the  writings  or  records  of  the  said  city,  so  to 
remain  for  ever. 

The  earliest  account  respecting  this  charity  which  we  find  in  the  books  begins 
with  the  year  1728,  in  which  a Mr.  Thomas  Chetle,  after  charging  himself 
with  the  receipt  of  rents  for  various  periods  of  time  upon  the  several  houses 
devised  as  above,  to  the  amount  of  108/.,  states  his  payments  for  taxes  and 
other  outgoings  to  have  been  10/.  15s.  10<A,  and  his  own  demand  upon  his  bill 
of  costs  for  carrying  on  a chancery  suit  against  Mr.  Thomas  Wyatt  (who  was 
probably  the  executor  of  the  testator),  to  compel  him  to  build  the  six  alms- 
houses, to  be  130/.  17s.  Qd.,  making  together  141/.  13s.;  which  appears  to 
have  been  liquidated  by  the  108/.  so  received  as  aforesaid,  and  with  the  sum  of 
331.  13s.  added  thereto  by  Mr.  William  Stephens,  the  then  under-chamberlain. 

The  almshouses  appear  to  have  been  built  by  the  executor  about  this  period, 
and  probably  in  consequence  of  the  said  proceedings  in  Chancery,  as  we  find 
payments  made  to  the  six  poor  people  in  the  almshouses  in  all  the  succeeding 
accounts.  The  book  in  which  these  accounts  are  entered,  and  which  is  confined 
to  the  concerns  of  this  charity,  is  only  brought  down  to  the  year  1769,  and  on 
the  receipt-side  thereof  the  rents  regularly  amount  to  39/.  6s.,  being  the  total 
of  what  was  received  on  the  six  messuages  devised  by  the  said  will,  which  is 
less  by  10/.  14s.  than  the  rent  which,  according  to  the  will,  appears  to  have 
been  paid  in  the  testator’s  lifetime.  But  we  do  not  discover  that  any  fines  were 
reserved  upon  the  leases  of  these  premises  before  the  year  1769. 

We  could  find  no  existing  trace  of  the  freehold  messuage  first  mentioned  in 
Mr.  Wyatt’s  will,  but  as  the  six  almshouses  were  to  be  built  at  the  back  of  that 
messuage,  and  there  is  nothing  but  an  open  area  between  them  and  the  street, 
which  area  is  inclosed  by  a low  brick  wall,  it  is  probable  that  the  messuage 
first  mentioned  in  the  will  being  then  dilapidated  was  taken  down,  to  afford 
more  space  for  the  almshouses. 

All  the  six  messuages  devised  by  the  said  will  are  in  the  possession  of  the 

^corporation. 


Of  the  three  houses  described  as  being  situate  in  Cooken-street,  (some- 
times called  Copenhagen-street,)  one  is  under  lease  to  John  Sanders, 
dated  1st  September  1823,  for  a term  of  41  years,  commencing  from 
March  25th  1822,  at  a rent  of  10/.  10  s.,  and  2 s.  capon-money  to 
the  mayor  ----------- 

Another  ii?  demised  to  Ann  Giles,  by  a lease  dated  1st  March  1813,  for 
41  years,  at  a rent  of  --------- 

And  2 s.  capon-money. 

And  the  third  house  in  Cooken-street  is  let  to  William  Dillon,  by  lease, 
dated  25th  August  1823,  for  41  years,  commencing  Lady-day  1822, 
at  a rent  of  - --  --  --  --  - 

And  2 s.  capon-money. 

The  house  mentioned  as  situate  in  Powick-lane  being  in  a very  ruinous 
condition,  was  some  time  ago  taken  down,  and  the  site  thereof,  with 
the  appurtenances,  let  to  Thomas  Wells,  by  lease  dated  1st  January 
1810,  for  42  years,  to  commence  from  29th  September  1808,  at  a 
rent  of  - --  --  --  --  -- 

In  which  lease  the  premises  are  described  as  all  that  new  erected 
messuage  or  tenement,  stables  and  buildings,  with  their  appur- 
tenances, whereon  an  old  decayed  messuage  formerly  stood,  in  the 
parish  of  Saint  Andrew,  in  a certain  place  called  Powick-lane. 

No  fine  was  taken  on  granting  the  above  lease,  in  consideration 
of  the  improvements  made  by  the  lessee. 

These  premises  were,  prior  to  the  above-mentioned  lease,  let  on 
lease  for  21  years  from  1st  September  1795,  at  a rent  of  12/.  10s. ; 
and  the  rent  first  mentioned  in  the  books  was  1 1 /.,  all  which  rents 
appear  to  have  been  regularly  carried  to  the  credit  of  Wyatt’s 
charity. 
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The  messuage  in  Broad-street  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  

Pemberton,  and  was  demised,  by  a lease  dated  1st  January  1802,  to 
James  Milward  for  41  years,  commencing  from  24th  June  1797,  at 
a rent  of  - --  --  --  --  -- 

The  rent  reserved  upon  the  preceding  lease,  dated  1st  January 
178/],  to  commence  from  24th  June  1783,  was  10/.,  but  without 
any  fine,  in  consideration  of  the  improvements  made  by  the  lessee 
upon  the  lease  immediately  preceding,  which  was  made  1st  Sep- 
tember 1769 ; the  rent  was  10  /.,  and  a fine  of  5/.  5s.  was  taken. 

The  house  described  as  adjoining  to  the  bishop’s  palace  is  now  in  the 

occupation  of Walker,  and  was  demised  to  William  Green, 

by  a lease  dated  1st  October  1813,  for  41  years,  to  commence  from 
Michaelmas  1812,  at  the  rent  of  ------- 

The  fines  taken  for  the  four  last  renewals  upon  the  premises 
now  let  to  John  Sanders,  were  in  1780,  20/.;  in  1795,  21 /.  3s.  6d. ; 
in  1808,  36/.  2s.;  and  in  1823,  44/. ; amounting  together  to  the 
sum  of  121  l.  5 s.  6 d.  Upon  the  premises  now  in  lease  to  Ann 
Giles,  in  1771,  10/. ; in  1784,  12/.;  in  1798,  13/.;  and  in  1813, 
20  /. ; amounting  together  to  55 /. 

The  fines  upon  the  premises  let  to  William  Dillon  were,  in  1780, 
1/.;  in  1795,  5/.  5s.;  in  1808,  5/.  5s.;  and  in  1823,  23 1; 
making  together,  34/.  10  s.  Upon  the  house  in  Broad-street,  in 
1769,  5/.  5s.;  and  in  1802,  10 /. ; together,  15/.  5s. 

Upon  the  premises  near  the  bishop’s  palace,  in  1770,  1 /. ; in 
1784,  22/.  10s.;  in  1798,  22 /.  los.;  and  in  1813,  23 1.  10s.; 
amounting  together  to  69/.  10s.;  so  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
fines  for  the  four  last  renewals,  upon  all  the  above-mentioned 
premises,  is  295 /.  10s.  6d. 

Total  income  arising  from  rents  - - - £. 


£.  s.  d. 
10  - - 


49  ~ - 


The  hospital  which  is  situate  in  Friars-street  is  a brick  edifice,  con- 
sisting of  six  almshouses  or  tenements,  which  are  occupied  by  six 
poor  freemen  of  the  city,  who  are  unmarried ; to  each  of  whom  is  paid 
the  sum  of  2 s.  per  week,  making  an  annual  sum  of  - 
Upon  the  clothing  of  the  said  six  poor  people  is  laid  out  about  - 
They  are  allowed  half  a ton  of  coals  each  every  winter,  which,  with  the 
expense  of  carriage,  amounts  to  about  r 

The  burials  may  average  about  ------- 

Insurance  ----------- 

Chief  rent  to  the  Bishop  of  Worcester  ------ 

Clerk  of  the  audit,  2 s.,  accountant,  55.- 

The  repairs  average  about  ------- 

£. 
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But  the  above  items  of  disbursement  are  of  course  subject  to  some 
variations. 

There  is  in  the  vice-chamberlain’s  hands  an  admitted  balance  of 
58/.  12s.  lid. 

With  respect  to  the  tines,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  were  received  during  the 
period  intervening  between  the  death  of  the  testator  and  1769,  to  which  time  the 
old  accounts  are  continued,  with  some  interruptions  and  chasms,  and  down  to 
which  time  the  rents  reserved  were  probably  considered  as  adequate  to  the  value 
of  the  premises.  From  the  year  1769  the  receipts  of  fines  are  evidenced  by  the 
leases,  but  from  that  year  to  1789  the  corporation-accounts  are  stated  to  be  mis- 
sing. From  1789  the  accounts  are  extant,  and  these  accounts  treat  the  fines  as 
the  property  of  the  corporation,  and  not  of  the  charity.  We  therefore  cannot  but 
infer,  that  no  fines  from  the  first  reservation  of  them  in  1770  have  been  applied 
to  the  benefit  of  the  almspeople.  These  fines,  as  it  has  already  appeared, 
amount  to  295/.  10-s.  6r/.,  and  for  this  amount  the  corporation  have  agreed  to 
consider  themselves  as  answerable,  and  propose  to  pay  in  future  to  the  poor 
people  1 s.  a week  in  addition  to  their  present  pay,  which  will  be  somewhat 
more  than  5-per-cent  upon  the  arrear  of  fines  calculated  as  above. 


■j 


Worcester.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  503 


The  Hospital  of  Robert  Berkeley. 

The  only  document  relating  to  the  foundation  of  this  charity  is  a copy  of  a Worcester. 

Deed-poll,  dated  13th  December  1692,  entered  in  an  old  book,  containing  the  — — 

earliest  accounts  of  Berkeley’s  Hospital,  whereby  the  said  Robert  Berkeley,  of  vested  inai Sunder 
Spetchly,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  referring  to  his  will,  bearing  equal  date  the  management  of 
therewith,  whereby  he  had  directed  his  trustees  therein  named  to  raise,  by  the  Corporation, 
annual  sums  of  400/.,  out  of  the  rents  of  his  lands,  the  sum  of  6,000/.,  to  be  The  Hospital  of 
from  time  to  time  paid  to  such  purposes  as  he  should  by  deed  appoint,  did  Robert  Berkeley.^ 
accordingly  direct  and  appoint  the  said  money  so  to  be  raised,  to  be  laid  out  by  "" 

his  said  trustees  on  an  hospital  in  or  near  the  city  of  Worcester,  for  12  poor  men 
and  one  poor  woman  of  the  said  city  ; each  of  them  to  have  10/.  per  annum,  to 
be  paid  to  them  quarterly  ; 20/.  per  annum  to  a chaplain  ; and  20 1.  per  annum 
to  a steward ; each  to  have  lodgings  assigned  them  ; and  likewise  a chapel  to 
be  built  near  the  said  almshouses  for  divine  worship,  with  other  provisions  for 
carrying  the  same  benevolent  purposes  into  effect. 

And  the  said  founder  did  further  direct  “ the  said  hospital  to  be  annually 
visited  by  the  diocesan  by  which  clause  we  consider  ourselves  precluded  from 
inquiring  into  the  management  and  revenues  of  this  establishment,  in  virtue  of 
the  12th  section  of  the  statute  58  Geo.  3. 

It  does  not  appear  that,  in  point  of  fact,  any  formal  visitation  of  the  diocesan 
has  taken  place  within  the  memory  of  any  persons  living. 

We  will  only  add,  that  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  town-clerk  of  the  city  for 
the  time  being,  together  with  18  other  persons,  were  named  trustees  by  the 
deed,  with  power  for  those  persons  to  nominate  new  trustees ; but  that  it 
does  not  appear  that  new  trustees  have  been  appointed  within  time  of  memory. 

The  management  has  always  rested  solely  with  the  city  magistrates. 

Geary’s  Alms-houses. 

Charles  Geary , of  the  city  of  Worcester,  by  his  Will,  dated  lltli  November  Geary’s 
1789,  reciting  that  he  had  lately,  with  the  consent  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  Almshouses, 
citizens  of  Worcester,  built  two  small  messuages  or  tenements  upon  land 
belonging  to  certain  tenements,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  called  Nash’s 
tenements,  and  the  lane  there  called  Taylor’s-lane  ; and  two  other  small  mes- 
suages or  tenements  upon  land,  being  part  of  and  belonging  to  a charity  called 
Wyatt’s  Charity,  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin,  which  he  declared  to 
be  for  the  habitation  of  four  poor  impotent  women,  to  be  appointed,  removed 
and  suspended,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  manner  expressed  and  declared  by  a 
certain  Indenture  enrolled  in  Chancery,  dated  25th  December  1784,  and  made 
between  himself,  (the  testator),  of  the  one  part,  and  the  mayor,  aldermen  and 
citizens  of  Worcester,  of  the  other  part;  and  reciting,  that  he  had  by  such 
Indenture  granted  an  annuity  of  15  /.  per  annum  to  the  said  corporation,  and 
charged  the  same  on  certain  premises  in  Pershore,  for  the  purposes  of  enabling 
them  to  keep  all  the  said  four  messuages  in  repair,  and  to  provide  fuel  and 
maintenance  for  the  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  said  messuages ; but  that  no 
competent  provision  for  the  fuel  and  maintenance  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  messuages  had  as  yet  been  made,  he  did  thereby,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  such  provision,  give  and  bequeath,  out  of  his  personal  estate,  to  the  said 
mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens,  and  their  successors,  the  sum  of  300/.,  to  be 
paid  them  at  the  end  of  six  months  after  his  decease,  with  lawful  interest  for  the 
same,  not  for  the  purchasing  of  lands  and  hereditaments,  or  for  repairing, 
improving  or  altering  the  said  four  messuages  or  tenements,  but  upon  trust, 
merely  that  they  should  pay  the  lawful  interest  of  the  said  300/.  for  ever,  on 
Friday  weekly,  unto  and  amongst  such  poor  women,  inhabitants  of  the  said  four 
messuages,  for  their  fuel,  maintenance  and  support,  in  such  proportions  and  in 
such  manner  as  should  make  all  of  them,  with  what  they  should  be  entitled  to 
under  the  said  indenture,  equal. 

The  corporation  had  not  in  their  possession  the  Indenture,  dated  25th 
December  1784,  referred  to  in  the  said  will,  nor  were  they  able  to  explain  how 
it  has  been  lost. 

The  accounts  of  the  corporation  respecting  these  gifts  of  Charles  Geary 
commence  in  1795  ; and  we  are  given  to  understand  that  the  testator’s  bequest 
did  not  come  into  operation  till  his  death  at  that  period.  It  was  also  stated  to 
us,  that  during  the  testator’s  life  the  management  and  application  of  the  rent- 
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charge  of  15/.  per  annum  was  in  the  testator’s  own  hands.  From  1795  the 
accounts  are  regularly  brought  down  to  the  present  time. 


Two  of  these  four  almshouses  are  situate  in  Taylor’s-lane  adjoining  to 
Nash’s  almshouses,  and  the  other  two  are  in  Fryars-street,  and  in 
each  of  them  one  old  woman  is  maintained,  who  is  paid  2 s.  6 d.  per 
week,  amounting  per  annum  to  - 

They  are  allowed  two  tons  of  coals,  which,  with  the  carriage,  costaboiq 
2/.  7 s.  6d.  more  or  less  - _ 

Sweeping  four  chimnies  at  4 d.  each  -----_ 

Insurance  - - -------- 

Repairs,  about  ---------- 


£. 


£.  s.  d. 
26  - - 

276 

~ 1 4 

~ 5 ~ 
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And  there  is  now  a balance  in  hand  of  61.  10  s.  8 c/. 

Letitia  Haclcett's  Gift. — Letilia  Haclcett , by  her  Will,  dated  5th  June  1804-, 
gave  and  bequeathed  to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Worcester  the  sum  of 
140/.,  and  directed  that  the  same  might  be  placed  out  by  them  upon  govern- 
ment or  sufficient  real  security,  and  that  out  of  the  interest  arising  therefrom, 
should  be  annually  purchased  two  tons  of  coals,  and  the  same  divided  in 
four  equal  parts  among  the  poor  persons  who  might  reside  in  the  hospital, 
called  Geary’s  Hospital,  it  being  her  desire  that  each  person  might  receive  one 
ton  of  coals  instead  of  half  a ton,  the  quantity  then  given  ; and  as  to  the  residue 
of  such  interest,  she  directed  the  same  might  be  distributed  and  divided  in  equal 
weekly  payments  amongst  the  said  four  persons  in  the  said  hospital,  and  which, 
with  what  had  already  been  devised  for  the  use  of  that  charity,  would  make  up 
at  least  3s.  per  week  per  annum,  to  each  individual. 

Letitia  Hackett  died  about  five  years  ago,  and  the  legacy-duty,  which  was 
paid,  has  been  made  up  by  an  accumulation  of  interest.  The  sum  of  143/.  14. v. 
has  been  laid  out  by  the  corporation  in  and  about  the  purchase  of  140/.  18s.  10 d. 
in  the  new  four-per-cent  annuities,  the  sum  laid  out  in  such  purchase  being 
142/.  7s.  6d.,  and  the  residue  for  a power  of  attorney  for  transferring  the 
stock. 

The  additional  income  arising  to  the  charity  by  this  accession  will  be 
51.  12s.  9 d.  which  is  intended  to  be  laid  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  women, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  will. 


Joseph  Worfield’s  Charity. 

Joseph  Worfield’s  Joseph  JV or  field,  of  the  parish  of  Allhallows  Barking,  London,  by  his  Will, 
Chanty.  dated  1st  October  1642,  among  other  things,  gave  to  the  corporation  of  Wor- 
cester 100/.,  to  be  paid  within  four  years  after  his  decease,  to  be  employed  for 
the  relief  of  two  weavers,  or  two  walkers,  or  one  weaver,  and  one  walker,  within 
the  said  city  or  county  of  Worcester ; and  he  appointed  that  no  person  should 
receive  the  interest  of  the  said  monies  unless  within  the  time  of  seven  years 
next  immediately  after  the  same  person  should  have  been  made  free  of  the  said 
trade  within  the  said  city  and  county,  and  for  such  of  the  persons  so  to  be  made 
free  as  aforesaid,  that  were  poor,  industrious,  and  of  honest  life  ; and  he  directed 
that  the  interest  of  the  monies  should  be  disposed  of  by  the  said  corporation 
yearly,  in  such  manner  as  might  be  for  their  most  encouragement  and  best 
advantage  in  the  said  trades  ; and  his  will  further  was,  that  no  person  whatso- 
ever should  receive  any  advantage  of  the  said  monies  above  the  space  of  rive 
years,  and  that  the  names  of  those  that  should  receive  such  advantage  should 
be  publicly  made  known  from  time  to  time  on  one  Sunday  every  year,  in  every 
parish-church,  and  other  public  place  within  the  said  city  and  county,  or  in 
default  thereof,  the  said  corporation  were  to  repay  the  said  100/.  unto  the  said 
testator's  next  heir  which  should  be  then  living,  within  one  month  next  after 
such  default  made. 

And  the  said  testator  also,  by  his  said  will,  gave  his  messuages,  lands  and 
tenements,  in  the  parishes  of  Powick,  Leigh,  Wicke  and  Bransford,  in  the 
county  of  Worcester  (except  such  lands  as  by  that  his  last  will  should  be  other- 
wise given  and  bequeathed)  unto  William  Worfield  his  son,  during  the  life  of 
his  wife  ; and  after  his  wife’s  life  he  gave  the  same,  except  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
corporation  of  Worcester,  and  appointed  that  the  same  should  be  for  ever 
towards  the  maintenance  and  bringing  up  in  learning  of  14  poor  male  children, 
5 whose 
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whose  parents  were  deceased,  or  towards  the  maintenance  of  such  children 
whose  parents  were  of  very  mean  ability,  and  had  not  wherewith  to  allow  main- 
tenance unto  them  ; and  that  such  children  should  be  born  in  the  city  and 
county  of  Worcester,  or  in  the  parishes  of  Powick,  Leigh,  Bransford  or  Wicke 
aforesaid,  (all  bastard  children  to  be  excepted)  the  children  of  his  kindred  to 
be  preferred  wheresoever  born  (except  where  their  parents  could  expend  200/. 
per  annum,  or  were  really  worth  3,000/.)  That  none  of  such  children  should 
have  any  benefit  of  his  said  gift  above  the  space  of  seven  years  ; that  the  num- 
ber of  14  children  were  ever  to  receive  yearly  maintenance,  and  to  be  and 
remain  on  in  every  year  complete  in  number  for  ever ; and  after  giving  power 
to  the  corporation  to  withdraw  the  benefit  from  such  children  as  should  behave 
ill  or  neglect  their  studies,  he  appointed  that  two  able  and  learned  persons  who 
had  taken  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  should  be  employed  by  the  corporation 
yearly,  from  time  to  time,  for  ever,  in  the  examination  and  election  of  such 
child  or  children,  which  should  be  fit  to  receive  the  benefit  of  his  said  bequest, 
such  examination  and  election  to  be  from  time  to  time  yearly,  at  a certain 
time  and  place ; at  which  time  and  place  any  child  and  children  whatsoever, 
and  from  what  school  or  schools,  place  or  places  soever,  that  were  born  at  any 
of  the  place  or  places  aforesaid,  might  be  examined  as  to  their  fitness  to  repair 
to  one  of  the  universities  and  he  further  gave  power  to  any  divine,  scholar  or 
gentleman,  at  the  same  time  to  examine  the  sufficiency  in  learning  of  any  of  the 
said  children  so  to  be  appointed  ; and  he  lastly  provided  that  in  case  of  any 
breach  of  trust  in  execution  of  his  said  charitable  bequest,  his  next  heir  was  to 
enter. 

And  the  said  testator  further  gave  and  devised  to  his  cousin,  Joseph  Worfield, 
during  his  life,  all  those  other  his  lands,  meadows  and  pastures,  then  in  the 
possession  of  Robert  Coether,  which  he  had  theretofore  purchased  of  Thomas 
Evans,  the  same  to  commence  presently  after  the  determination  of  such  estate 
as  the  said  Robert  Coether  then  had  therein  : and  he  did  appoint,  that  if 
Joseph  Worfield,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  should  purchase,  and 
convey  and  settle  unto  and  upon  the  mayor,  burgesses,  and  corporation  of  Wor- 
cester, lands  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  10/.  per  annum  within  one  year  next 
after  the  decease  of  him  the  said  testator,  for  and  towards  the  yearly  mainte- 
nance of  14  poor  male  children  to  and  for  the  use  and  employment  aforesaid, 
and  to  be  disposed  in  manner  aforesaid,  such  child  or  children  being  born 
in  any  of  the  place  or  places  before  mentioned,  (bastard  children  always  to 
be  excepted),  that  then  and  from  the  time  of  such  settlement  all  the  lands 
before  mentioned  given  to  his  said  cousin  Joseph  Worfield,  for  his  life, 
should  remain  unto  his  said  cousin  Joseph  Worfield  and  his  heirs  for  ever ; 
and  he  further  appointed,  that  if  his  said  cousin  Joseph  Worfield,  his  heirs, 
executors  or  administrators,  should  not  purchase  and  convey  to  the  cor- 
poration such  lands  as  aforesaid,  that  then  all  the  said  lands  before  men- 
tioned given  to  his  said  cousin,  Joseph  Worfield,  for  his  life,  should  be  and 
remain  to  the  said  corporation  for  ever,  to  and  for  the  uses,  and  for  and  towards 
the  relief  and  breeding  up  in  learning  of  14  poor  male  children,  in  such  manner 
as  all  other  his  lands  in  Powick,  Wicke,  Leigh,  and  Bransford,  by  his  said  will, 
were  limited  and  devised. 

With  respect  to  the  100/.,  there  is  no  trace  whatever  of  its  having  been  re- 
ceived by  the  corporation.  It  was  given  during  the  Civil  Wars,  in  which  the 
charitable  gifts  to  the  corporation  are  said  to  have  suffered  some  loss. 

The  messuage,  lands  and  tenements,  described  in  the  will  to  have  been  in 
Powick,  Wicke,  Leigh,  and  Bransford,  appear  at  the  present  day  to  constitute 
a farm,  with  a homestead,  barns  and  stables,  and  about  140  acres  of  land. 

About  40  years  ago  an  exchange  was  made  of  some  pieces  of  charity-land  for 
other  lands  judged  to  be  more  conveniently  situated ; which  exchange,  we  under- 
stand upon  inquiry,  was  beneficial  to  the  charity. 

This  farm  is  now  let  to  John  Dakin  Only,  esquire,  as  tenant  from  year  to 
year,  at  the  rent  of  208/.  3 s.,  which  was  settled  upon  the  valuation  of  an  ex- 
perienced surveyor.  The  rent  has  varied  at  different  times  since  the  year  1810 ; 
in  1814  it  was  310/.,  but  it  was  afterwards  reduced  for  the  following  reasons, 
<Jated  in  a memorandum  in  the  account-book  of  the  charity. 
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“ 181G,  August  19th. — Present,  Anthony  Lechmere,  esquire,  mayor,  Samuel 
Garmstone,  Richard  Nash,  Thomas  Carden,  William  Morton  and  Benjamin 
Johnson. 

The  treasurer’s  account  was  audited  and  settled,  and  the  arrear  reported  to 
be  due  from  Mr.  John  Only,  the  tenant  of  the  Bransford  estate,  was  taken  into 
consideration  ; and  it  appearing  that  the  trustees  could  not  give  him  the  posses- 
sion of  several  pieces  of  land  agreed  for  at  his  first  entrance,  and  which  were 
described  in  Mr.  Aird’s  map  as  belonging  to  the  charity,  but  on  the  inclosure  of 
Bransford  had  been  given  in  exchange  to  other  persons,  the  contract  for  a lease 
as  originally  intended  was  dissolved. 

And  it  having  been  certified  that  Mr.  Only  had  made  considerable  improve- 
ments in  the  farm,  and  had  done  a great  deal  of  hauling  for  repairs  and  new 
buildings,  and  had  a bill  against  the  trustees  on  account  thereof,  it  did  not 
appear  to  the  trustees  just  and  proper  to  open  the  letting  of  the  farm,  but  to 
give  Mr.  Only,  as  tenant,  the  preference  to  continue  the  farm  at  a fair  rent,  and 
such  rent  having  been  ascertained  on  behalf  of  the  charity,  by  an  actual  survey 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Fulljames  and  Mr.  Thomas  Wheeler,  two  experienced  and 
competent  persons,  at  the  sum  of  208/.  3s.,  the  same  was  approved  by  this  meet- 
ing, whereby  the  balance  was  reduced,  and  the  whole  of  Mr.  Only’s  account 
was  stated,  settled,  and  allowed  as  follows  : 


Dr.  Mr.  John  Only  : 

£. 

s. 

d. 

To  4 1 years  rent,  at  208/.  3s.,  due  at  Lammas  1816 

- 

- 

- 

936  13 

6 

In  part  whereof  he  has  paid  the  treasurer 

- 

- 

- 

300 

- 

- 

636  13 

6 

Allow 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Land-tax  four  years,  at  8 /.  4 s. 

- 32 

16 

- 

Property-tax  four  years  and  two  months,  at  20  /.  - 

- 83 

6 

8 

116 

8 

Balance 

- 

- 

£. 

520 

10 

10 

CX 

By  Mr.  Onley’s  bill  allowed  for  repairs  * 

- 505 

8 

1! 

Deduct  therefrom  for  timber  and  bark,  &c.  - 

- 39 

— 

6 

466 

7 

7\ 

£. 

54 

3 

O X 
* 2 

* Mr.  Onley’s  whole  bill,  including  cash-payments  - 

. 

. 

932 

3 

6k 

Extract  the  cash-payments  - 

300 

— 

— 

£. 

632 

3 

6 

Deduct  the  taxes  therein  contained  - 

- 117 

3 

7 

Items  not  allowed  for  hauling,  &c.  - 

9 

1 1 

10 

126 

15 

5 

£. 

505 

8 

1 \ 

It  is  proper  to  observe  further,  in  explanation  that  the  sum  of  310/.,  for  the 
rent  was  carried  to  that  amount  by  an  extraordinary  competition  excited  among 
the  bidders  by  temporary  circumstances,  and  personal  opposition. 

Down  to  the  year  1810  this  estate  was  held  upon  two  leases  for  99  years, 
made  about  the  year  1737,  to  John  Gar  way,  a principal  member  of  the  corpo- 
ration, at  the  rents  of  18/.  and  32/.,  together  50/.  per  annum.  That  which  was 
let  to  him  for  18/.  having  been  previously  let  at  if/-,  and  that  which  was  let  to 
him  for  32/.  having  been  previously  let  for  28/.  The  same  leases  contained 
a covenant  for  the  lessee  to  lay  out  200/.  upon  the  premises,  which  200  /.  never 
was  expended,  nor  any  buildings  erected  by  him  or  his  representatives,  nor  was 
the  sum  of  200/.  paid,  or  otherwise  accounted  for. 

The  above  leases  also  contained  an  extraordinary  covenant  in  favour  of  the 
lessee,  giving  him  the  power  to  cut  down  timber  upon  the  estate,  leaving  suf- 
ficient standing  thereupon  for  repairing  buildings  on  the  premises. 

The  terms  of  these  leases  appear  to  have  been  censurably  low  and  inadequate; 
but  about  the  year  1810  they  were  given  up,  at  the  instance  of  the  corporation, 
before  their  expiration,  on  the  ground  of  the  estate  having  been  improperly  let  as 

charity- 
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charity-property ; and  upon  that  arrangement  with  the  representatives  of  Garway 
no  notice  was  taken  of  the  200/.,  nor  was  any  money  paid  to  the  corporation  by 
way  of  compensating  for  the  deficiency  in  the  rents  reserved  upon  the  leases  so 
surrendered,  but  we  are  given  to  understand  that  Mr.  Garway  became  a bank- 
rupt, and  died  insolvent. 

From  the  accounts,  which  have  been  regularly  kept  from  the  commencement,  it 
appears  that  the  rent  of  lands  in  the  parish  of  Dodderhill  has  been  received  by  the 
steward  of  this  charity,  and  these  lands  the  corporation  can  trace  to  no  other  source 
than  the  bounty  of  Joseph  Worfield  the  testator.  And  as  the  rent  of  these  lands, 
according  to  those  early  accounts,  was  originally  10/.  5s,,  the  probability  is  that 
Joseph  Worfield,  the  cousin,  performed  his  condition  by  purchasing  and  convey- 
ing the  lands  at  Dodderhill  in  the  manner  described  by  the  will. 

In  the  last  lease  of  these  lands,  which  was  made  2d  February  1811,  to  James 
Carrol],  for  a term  of  14  years  thence  next  ensuing,  the  premises  at  Dodderhill 
are  described  to  be  a messuage  or  tenement  situate  at  Piper’s  Hill,  with  the 
garden  and  orchard  thereunto  adjoining,  containing  by  admeasurement  2r.  17p.  j 
a close  of  arable-land  called  the  Home  Close,  adjoining  to  the  said  messuage, 
containing  by  admeasurement  1 a.  Ir.  13  p.  ; a piece  of  ground  adjoining  thereto 
called  the  Meadow,  containing  by  admeasurement  2a.  Ir.  IOp.  ; a piece  of 
arable  land  called  the  Three  Acres,  containing  by  admeasurement  2 a.  Ir.  17p.  ; 
another  piece  of  arable-land  called  the  Two  Acres,  adjoining  to  the  said  last- 
mentioned  piece,  containing  by  admeasurement  1 a.  2 it.  33  p. ; a piece  of  meadow 
ground,  adjoining  the  two  last-mentioned  pieces,  called  Cooksayes  Meadow, 
containing  by  admeasurement  4 a.  1 r.  31  p. ; all  which  premises  were  situate  in 
the  parish  of  Dodderhill,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  the  total  amount  of 
acreage  being  12a.  3r.  Ip. 

Upon  the  lease  above  mentioned  a rent  of  31/.  10  s.  was  reserved,  and  the 
tenant  holds  over  upon  the  same  terms.  The  rent  reserved  upon  the  lease 
immediately  preceding  was  20/. 

The  total  amount  of  the  rents  of  the  two  estates  is  now  239  /.  13  s.  which,  after 
the  usual  disbursements,  is  applied  in  exhibitions  at  the  university,  to  which 
young  persons  born  at  any  of  the  parishes  mentioned  in  the  will  are  considered 
as  eligible. 

The  amount  of  the  rents  and  disbursements  having  been  fluctuating,  the 
applicable  income  of  the  charity  has  of  course  varied  in  its  amount.  Eligible 
candidates  have  also  not  always  presented  themselves  for  existing  vacancies, 
so  that  there  have  been  occasional  accumulations,  from  which  circumstances  it 
has  followed  that  the  exhibitions  allowed  to  the  young  men  have  been  greater 
or  less,  according  to  circumstances.  The  lowest  and  highest  sums  appear  to 
have  been  10/.  and  30/. 

There  are  now  only  seven  students  at  the  university,  each  of  whom  receives 
30/.  a year. 

This  charity  is  stated  to  have  been  confined  to  persons  born  at  one  or  other 
of  the  places  mentioned  in  the  will ; and  the  other  injunction  of  the  testator, 
that  no  opulent  person,  or  one  who  is  of  sufficient  ability  to  maintain,  without 
help,  his  son  at  school  or  the  university,  should  receive  the  benefit  of  this 
charity,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  departed  from. 

The  accounts  show  the  items  of  receipt  and  expenditure,  and  carry  over  the 
balances  ; the  last  balance  on  the  settlement  of  the  charity-accounts  in  May 
1827  being  31/.  6 s.  If d. 
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Margaret  Brown’s  Charity. 

The  corporation  have  not  the  original  document  of  the  gift  of  Margaret  Margaret  Brown's 
Brown,  but  in  an  old  book  belonging  to  them,  intitled,  “ An  Account  of  all  Charity, 
the  Lands  and  Sums  of  Money  given  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Wor- 
cester for  charitable  uses,  whereby  the  Magistrates  may  the  more  easily  keep 
the  said  Gifts  in  remembrance,”  it  is  stated  that  Margaret  Brown,  some  time 
of  the  city  of  Worcester,  widow,  by  her  Deed  of  Feoffment,  dated  18th  day 
of  April,  in  the  second  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  gave  to  the  corporation  of 
this  city  one  messuage  or  tenement,  and  garden,  lying  and  being  in  the  Nelder- 
street,  (now  called  Pump-street,)  within  the  city  of  Worcester,  to  the  intent 
that  the  head-officers  for  the  time  being,  calling  unto  them  such  as  had 
been  head-officers  of  the  said  city,  should  distribute  and  pay  the  rents  and 
profits  thereof  unto  the  poor  people  of  the  said  city,  at  one  or  two  times  in 
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Worcester.  the  year,  at  their  discretion  ; and  that  the  said  Margaret  Brown  being  in  her 

„ — lifetime  lawfully  possessed  of  one  parcel  of  arable-land,  called  Hangman’s 

vested  in"ndSunJer  Acre>  containing  by  estimation  5\  acres,  lying  near  the  claypit,  in  the  "parish 
the  management  of  of  Caines,  in  the  county  ot  Worcester,  under  a lease  made  by  one  John  Cal- 
the  Corporation,  lowhill,  gentleman,  for  1000  years,  under  the  yearly  rent  of  one  red  rose,  and 
Joseph  Worfield’s  of  and  in  one  little  close  of  pasture  called  Little  Losemore,  lying  near  the 
Charity,  claypits,  and  shooting  upon  Great  Losemore  ; and  of  and  in  two  parcels  of  ground 
v contl,luei  • . or  arable-land,  the  one  called  the  Harp,  lying  above  the  claypits,  containing 

six  acres,  and  the  other  being  above  that,  on  the  right  hand,  in  a field  called 
Windmill  Field,  containing  two  acres,  called  by  the  name  of  the  Fort,  under  a 
lease  thereof  made  by  John  Callowhill,  for  a term  of  400  years,  did  by  her 
assignment,  dated  18th  day  of  April,  2d  Queen  Elizabeth,  grant,  assign  and 
set  over  the  said  ground  called  Hangman’s  Acre,  and  all  her  estate  therein, 
together  with  the  said  indenture  of  lease,  unto  the  said  corporation  of  the  city 
of  Worcester,  to  the  end  that  the  head-officers,  calling  unto  them  such  as  Lad 
been  head-officers,  should  distribute,  pay,  and  give  to  the  poor  of  the  said  city, 
during  the  time  in  the  said  lease  unexpired,  the  issues,  rents  and  profits  issuing 
out  of  the  same,  at  one  or  two  times  in  the  year,  at  their  discretion. 

And  the  said  Margaret  Brown  by  another  assignment,  bearing  even  date 
with  the  former,  did  grant,  assign  and  set  over,  unto  the  corporation  of  the 
said  city,  the  said  other  three  parcels  of  ground  called  the  Harp,  and  Little  Lose- 
more, during  so  many  years  as  were  then  unexpired  of  the  said  term  of 400  years, 
to  the  intent  that  the  head-officers  of  the  said  city  should  distribute  to  the  poor 
of  the  said  city  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  at  one  or  two  times  in  the  year,  at 
their  discretion. 

The  messuage  and  garden  above  described  as  lying  in  Pump-street  cannot 
now  be  identified.  It  is  conjectured  that  it  may  form  part  of  certain  premises 
purchased  by  Mr.  Houseman  of  late  Wakeman  Long’s  executors,  for  which 
a rent  is  paid  to  the  corporation  of  8 s.  a year,  and  2 s.  capon-money. 

The  corporation  are  in  possession  of  the  piece  of  land  called  Hangman’s  Acre, 
now  called  Ackman’s  Acre,  containing,  by  an  admeasurement  made  in  1824, 
3 a.  Ik.  26 r.,  but  since  reduced  in  quantity  by  the  appropriation  of  a part  to 
the  purposes  of  the  Birmingham  and  Worcester  Canal. 

This  piece  of  land  was  let  by  the  corporation  to  a Mr.  Stallard,  at  the  rent  of 
2 51.  3 s.  a year,  under  a lease  for  21  years,  which  expired  at  Michaelmas  last, 
and  it  is  now  proposed  to  let  the  premises  by  public  auction. 

The  close  of  pasture  called  Little  Losemore  adjoins  the  Losemore  canal- 
bridge,  nearly  opposite  the  gasworks,  on  the  right-hand  going  from  Worcester. 
Little  Losemore  has  never  at  any  time  been  the  subject  of  a distinct  letting, 
being  formerly  considered  of  little  or  no  value  j it  was  included  in  the 
general  letting  of  Mrs.  Brown’s  property.  Some  years  ago  a portion  of 
Little  Losemore  was  taken  into  the  public  road  by  the  commissioners,  and  the 
residue  remained  for  some  time  in  total  neglect,  except  that  it  has  been  occa- 
sionally used  to  receive  dung,  and,  of  late,  heaps  of  stones  for  the  repairs  of  the 
road.  This  ground,  however,  has  become  valuable  in  consequence  of  the  canal 
being  brought  along  it,  and  the  corporation  are- about,  in  behalf  of  the  charity, 
to  assert  their  property  in  the  same. 

The  premises  called  the  Fort,  consisting,  by  the  admeasurement  before  men- 
tioned, of  2 a.  1 r.  3p.,  were  let  to  Mr.  William  Whitehouse,  at  a rent  of 
14/.  10s.  upon  a lease,  which  expired  at  Michaelmas-day  last. 

The  premises  called  the  Harp,  originally  containing  six  acres,  has  been 
reduced  by  a road  made  through  it  to  4 a.  0 r.  12  p.  They  were  let  to  Mr.  Price 
and  Mr.  Reed,  upon  leases  of  21  years,  at  rents  amounting  together  to  29/. 
a year.  These  leases  also  expired  at  Michaelmas  last. 

Prior  to  the  year  1802  the  whole  of  the  above-mentioned  property,  except 
the  house  in  Pump-street,  was  let  for  21  /.  per  annum.  The  present  amount  of 
. the  rents  is  69/.  Is.,  which,  with  other  sums  of  money  coming  from  various 
sources,  have  been  distributed  at  Christmas  and  on  Good  Friday  among  the 
poor  of  the  different  parishes  of  the  city. 

As  the  leases  are  now  expired  it  is  proposed  to  call  upon  the  trustees  of  the 
canal  to  pay  an  adequate  rent  for  the  land  taken  by  them. 
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Lands  and  Annual  Rents  purchased  by  Robert  Youle.  Charities 

The  gifts  of  Catherine  Heywood  and  Thomas  Prestwood,  of  100  marks,  and  vested  in  and  under 
10/.  respectively,  and  laid  out,  as  appears  by  the  book  of  charities  belonging  to  ll’J  management  ot 
the  corporation  before  mentioned,  in  the  purchase  of  some  lands,  and  also  of  some  ( 'L  ( orfJ‘)I“  lon' 
rents,  will  be  more  particularly  mentioned  in  the  account  hereafter  given  of  the  it e ncs^'ni rc l ia”ed 
Trinity  Almshouse,  which  has  always  received  the  benefit  of  the  messuages  and  by  Robert  Youle. 

tenements  which  formed  a part  of  that  purchase  ; but  the  rents  of  an  acre  of  v — — J 

land  lying  in  Horse-lane,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  a messuage  in  the  High- 
street,  and  two  or  three  small  gardens,  and  the  following  rentcharges,  made  also 
a part  of  that  purchase,  and  these  have  always  been  vested  in  the  corporation, 
and  disposed  of  by  them. 

The  rent  derived  from  the  acre  of  land  in  Horse-lane  has  been  only  5 s.  chief- 
rent.  The  premises  in  High-street  are  let  for  81.  per  annum,  and  the  gardens 
for  31.  3s.  per  annum. 

The  rents  alluded  to  are 

3^.  4fd.  issuing  out  of  a messuage  in  the  parish  of  Ail  Saints,  formerly  in 
the  tenure  of  Maurice  Ap  David  : 

35.  4>d.  issuing  out  of  another  messuage  in  the  said  parish  of  All  Saints, 
sometime  in  the  occupation  of  Richard  Hunt : 

5s.  8 d.  issuing  out  of  a messuage  in  the  parish  of  St.  Swithin,  sometime  in 
the  occupation  of  William  Spetchley. 

1 2(/.  issuing  out  of  a messuage  sometime  in  the  occupation  of  one  John 
Ainsworth ; all  which  were  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  best  benefit  of  the  poor 
within  the  said  city,  according  to  the  book  of  charities. 

The  first  of  the  above-mentioned  rents  is  still  payable  out  of  a house  in  All 
Saints,  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Cripps,  a wine-merchant.  The  next 
above  mentioned  is  also  payable  out  of  premises  in  the  same  parish  now  called 
the  Unicorn  Inn.  The  two  succeeding  rents  of  5s.  8 d.  and  1 L2d.  are  now  con- 
solidated, and  paid  out  of  a house  in  St.  Swithin’s,  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Stevenson,  a druggist. 

All  these  rents  have  for  some  years  been  received  by  the  sheriff  of  the  city 
and  county  of  the  same  city,  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  them  in  execution 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  the  corporation,  together  with  other  monies  paid  to  him 
upon  a similar  account,  and  whose  receipts  and  disbursements  have  been  laid 
before  us. 


Robert  Youle’s  Charity. 

Robert  Youle , by  his  Will,  made  in  1560,  as  appears  by  the  book  of  Robert  Voule's 
charities,  gave  to  the  commoners  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  being  none  of  the  Charity, 
chamber  of  the  said  city,  and  such  as  were  not  assessed  at  51.  in  goods,  and 
upwards,  to  the  queen’s  majesty  for  the  subsidy,  one  messuage  in  the  Broad- 
street,  called  the  Antelope,  then  of  the  value  of  4/.  105.  per  annum,  and  all 
those  houses  or  tenements  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew,  of  31.  135.  4 d.  per 
annum,  and  one  tenement  in  Baxter-street,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Swithin,  at  125. 
rent  per  annum,  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  whereof  should  be  employed  and 
bestowed,  for  ever,  for  the  payment,  as  far  as  it  would  stretch,  of  such  taxes, 
subsidies,  fifteenths,  contributions,  harnessing  of  men  for  the  wars,  and  the 
payments  which  should  from  time  to  time  be  laid  upon  the  poor  commoners  of 
the  said  city,  and  to  none  other  use  or  employment. 

The  house  called  the  Antelope  is  now  a saddler’s  shop  in  Broad-street, 

Some  of  the  houses  mentioned  in  the  will  to  be  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew, 
which  stood  together,  appear  to  have  been  formerly  used  as  a guard-house  when 
soldiers  were  quartered  in  the  city.  But  by  an  Indenture,  dated  24th  March 
1778,  between  the  corporation  of  the  one  part,  and  Richard  Southall  and  John 
Elcocks,  of  the  other  part,  the  corporation,  in  consideration  of  14/.,  being  the 
amount  of  arrears  of  rent,  demised  to  the  said  Richard  Southall  and  John 
Elcocks  all  those  several  decayed  messuages  or  tenements  and  dwelling-houses 
situate  in  Caines-street,  Little  Fish-street,  and  Warmstrey  Slip,  in  the  several 
parishes  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  Alban  ; and  also  one  other  messuage  situate  in 
Caines-street  aforesaid  ; to  hold  the  same  for  the  term  of  41  years,  commencing 
from  29th  September  then  next,  at  a rent  of  7 /• ; and  the  said  indenture  con- 
tained a covenant  on  the  part  of  the  said  lessees,  at  their  own  costs  and  charges 
to  repair  and  build  the  said  demised  premises. 

Rep.  19.  3 T 
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The  above  lease  came  by  assignments  to  John  Hebrow,  and  afterwards  to 
his  executors,  and  the  covenant  to  build  was  carried  into  effect  by  John 
Hebrow.  They  now  consist  of  14  small  tenements,  lying  together  in  or  near 
Little  Fish-street. 

The  house  in  Baxter-street  now  makes  part  of  the  shambles  in  the  meat- 
market. 

The  total  rent  arising  from  these  premises  is  18/.  17s.  Qd.,  which  the  cor- 
poration have  treated  as  part  of  their  own  income,  but  they  allege  and  show' 
by  their  books  that  they  have  disbursed  many  large  sums,  at  various  times, 
towards  the  internal  defence  of  the  country ; and  we  find  among  other  such 
payments  a voluntary  contribution  of  500/.  for  prosecuting  the  late  war. 


Charities  of  Lawrence  Palmer  and  John  Chappell. 

Charities  of  Laxvren.ce  Palmer,  of  Alcester,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  in  the  year 
Lawrence  Palmer  l GOT,  gave  to  the  corporation  of  this  city  the  sum  of  20/.,  to  be  used  and  em- 
and  John  Chappell.  pi0yec\  for  the  best  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  said  city  for  ever. 

And  John  Chappell,  of  the  City  of  Worcester,  gave  to  the  corporation  for 
buying  corn  for  the  poor,  20/.—  [From  the  Book  of  Charities.] 

The  above-mentioned  two  sums  of  money  were  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a 
small  estate  situate  at  Longdon,  consisting  of  82a.  1 r.  Ip.,  which  land  is  now 
let  to  a yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of  311.  10 s.  It  was  let  in  the  year 
1790  for  21/.  1 5 s. 

The  rent  of  the  above  property,  subject  to  a chief-rent  of  2s.  6d.,  is  distri- 
buted on  St.  Thomas’s-day  with  other  charity-monies  in  the  disposition  of  the 
corporation  among  the  poor  of  the  city. 


Thomas  Bonner’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Bonner’s  Thomas  Bonner,  by  his  Will,  dated  20th  February  1607,  gave  to  the  corpora- 
Charity.  tion  the  sum  of  100/.,  20/.  thereof  for  the  maintenance  of  a preacher  in  the 
city ; 40/.  to  the  use  of  the  poor,  and  the  other  40/.  to  be  lent  to  four  young 
men,  two  to  be  free  of  the  Company  of  Mercers,  and  the  other  two  of  the 
Company  of  Clothiers,  each  to  have  10/.  for  the  time  of  three  years,  paying 
for  the  same  yearly,  10  dozen  of  white  bread,  to  be  given  upon  Christmas-eve 
to  the  poor  ; four  dozen  were  to  be  for  the  parish  of  All-Saints,  and  the  other 
six  dozen  to  the  several  parishes  within  the  city,  in  rotation,  to  begin  with 
St.  Nicholas. — [From  the  Book  of  Charities.] 

£.2.  2 s.  is  paid  to  a preacher  on  the  day  of  electing  the  mayor  and  citv- 
officers,  and  the  interest  of  60/.  is  stated  to  be  included  in  the  general  annual 
distribution  of  bread  to  the  poor  by  the  corporation. 

Charities  oe  George  Sheriiiffe,  Mary  Wakmstrey,  and  Edmund 

SlMONDS. 

Charities  of  George  Sherriffe,  sometime  of  Grimley,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  by  his 
Georg  e Sherriffe,  Will,  dated  1st  April  l6l6,  gave  to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Worcester 
&c • the  sum  of  40s.,  to  be  employed  for  the  best  use  of  the  poor  ; after  whose 

decease  Joice  Sherriffe,  the  wife  and  executrix  of  the  said  testator,  out  of  her 
free  will  and  charitable  mind,  gave  40s.  more  unto  the  corporation,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  the  officers  for  the  time  being  to  the  benefit  of  the  poor  within  the 
said  city. 

Mary  Warmstrey  gave  to  the  corporation  10/.,  to  be  employed  for  the  best 
benefit  of  the  poor  within  the  said  city  for  ever. 

And  Edmund  Simonds  gave  to  the  corporation  5 /.,  to  be  employed  in  the 
same  way. 

These  three  gifts,  which  we  find  recorded  in  the  above-mentioned  book 
of  charities,  were  together  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  some  premises  called 
the  Stacking  House,  situate  at  Hartlebury,  near  Stourport,  which  was  formerly 
used  by  the  corporation  as  a receptacle  for  coals  to  be  given  in  charity,  but 
which  for  these  last  10  years  has  been  let  to  John  Yeates,  of  Stourport,  at  an 
annual  rent  of  lO.s.,  and  2 s.  capon-money. 

As  soon  as  the  present  lease,  of  which  there  are  upwards  of  20  years  to  come, 
is  run  out,  a great  deal  more  is  expected  to  be  made  of  these  premises  by  lett- 
ing them  at  a rack-rent.  The  present  tenant  holds  on  the  above-mentioned 
low  terms  in  consideration  of  his  having  undertaken  to  build  upon  the  premises, 
and  we  understand  he  has  made  a wharf  and  erected  some  warehouses  upon  the 
around. 
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The  10^.  rent  has  made  a part  of  the  general  distribution  on  St.  Thomas’s-  Worcester. 

1 ^ Charities 

Lady  Booth’s  Charity.  vested  in  and  under 

The  book  of  charities,  to  which  we  have  already  alluded,  contains  an  entry  th<f  management  of 

. ^ ^ J tlip  ( nrnnratmn. 

to  the  following  effect : 

Dame  Elizabeth  Booth,  of  the  city  of  Bath,  in  the  county  of  Somerset, 
widow,  gave  unto  the  corporation  of  this  city  the  sum  of  100/.,  to  be  let  out  at  < 

12  d.  in  the  pound,  to  10  poor  tradesmen,  housekeepers,  and  artificers,  for  one 
whole  year,  viz.  to  every  of  them  10/.,  and  none  to  have  above  the  said  sum  of 
10/.,  and  to  give  good  security  for  the  same,  which  security  was  to  be  renewed 
every  year,  and  the  interest  to  be  bestowed  as  follows,  viz.  that  the  said  mayor 
and  aldermen,  and  citizens,  should,  upon  the  18th  day  of  October  yearly,  bestow 
51.,  being  the  interest  of  the  said  100/.  for  one  year,  in  good  and  wholesome 
bread,  to  be  given  unto  24  poor  aged  persons  of  the  same  city  every  Sunday 
in  the  year  for  ever,  a penny  loaf  a-piece.  And  the  Sunday  next  before  Christ- 
mas yearly,  each  of  the  said  24  persons  to  have  three  penny  loaves  a-piece,  and 
the  clerks  of  the  parishes  or  churches  in  the  said  city  that  should  take  pains  for 
delivery  thereof,  to  have  on  the  said  Sunday  before  Christmas  amongst  them 
5 s.  8 d.,  to  be  had  out  of  the  advantage  or  poundage  of  the  said  bread  all  the 
year,  and  so  to  have  continuance  for  ever,  as  by  her  deed,  dated  27th  Decem- 
ber 1623,  it  would  plainly  appear. 

The  100/.  given  by  Lady  Booth  has  long  ago  been  lost  sight  of ; but  whether 
in  consequence  of  lending  it  out  as  directed  by  the  will,  or  how  otherwise,  does 
not  appear  ; the  corporation,  however,  consider  it  as  a charge  upon  their  own 
estates,  and  in  reference  to  the  same,  give  bread  to  the  amount  of  51.  per 
annum  to  the  poor  of  the  several  parishes  of  St.  Nicholas,  St.  Alban,  St. 

Helen,  St.  Clement,  St.  Martin,  St.  Swithin,  All  Saints,  St.  Andrew,  and  St. 

Peter,  25.  in  each  week. 


William  Swaddon’s  Charity. 

This  donation  appears  to  have  been  made  by  a deed  of  grant,  of  which  the  W.  Swaddon’s 
corporation  are  not  now  in  possession,  but  in  the  book  of  charities  before  men-  Charity, 
tioned  is  the  following  entry  : 

“ William  Swaddon,  D.  D.,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  gave  unto  the  corpora- 
tion of  this  city  of  Worcester  the  sum  of  4/.  per  annum,  for  ever,  issuing  out 
of  certain  lands  in  Singleberrow,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  to  be  distributed 
amongst  the  poor  of  the  said  city,  yearly,  85.  whereof  is  yearly,  by  the  said  cor- 
poration, to  be  paid  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Michael,  in  Bedwardine, 
as  by  their  deed  of  feoffment  remaining  in  the  treasury  of  the  said  city,  bearing 
1st  day  of  November  in  the  year  1623.” 

The  proprietor  of  the  lands  at  Singleberrow  above  referred  to  pays  by  him- 
self or  his  agent  the  annual  sum  of  4/.,  which,  after  paying  thereout  2 5.  for  the 
trouble  of  receiving  it,  and  25.  to  the  town-clerk  of  the  corporation,  is  distri- 
buted every  St.  Thomas’s-day  among  the  poor  of  the  city  generally,  always 
including  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Michael.  The  sum  of  85.  will  for  the 
future  be  first  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  St.  Michael,  and  the  remainder 
distributed  among  the  poor  of  the  other  parishes. 

Mary  Freeman’s  Charity. 

Mrs.  Mary  Freeman,  of  Bockleton,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  gave  by  her  Mary  Freeman’s 
Will,  dated  20th  December  1624,  to  the  corporation  of  this  city,  the  sum  of  TO/.,  Chanty, 
to  be  put  out  to  the  best  use,  the  one  half  of  the  benefit  thereof  to  be  bestowed 
in  bread  for  the  use  of  the  poor  people  there,  for  ever,  to  begin  in  All  Saints, 
and  so  to  go  through  the  city ; and  the  other  half  towards  the  maintenance  of 
a preacher,  as  Mr.  Bonner  had  appointed  by  his  will,  and  so  to  have  continu- 
ance for  ever.  [Book  of  Charities.] 

For  the  interest  of  the  10/.  the  corporation  expend  annually  105.  in  bread, 
which  is  distributed  annually  among  the  poor  of  the  city. 


John  Palmer’s  Charity. 

John  Palmer,  by  his  Will,  dated  18th  July  1628,  bequeathed  120/.  to  the  John  Palmer’s 
corporation  ; the  sum  of  100/.  whereof  was  to  be  for  the  maintenance  of  a school-  Charity, 

master  in  Suckley,  and  20/.  to  be  laid  out  in  corn  for  the  poor,  when  it  was 

3 T 2 cheap. 
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cheap,  and  to  be  kept  in  store,  and  when  corn  should  be  dear  to  be  sold  to  the 
poor  in  the  city  at  such  moderate  rates  as  that  the  said  20/.  might  again  be 
™te”u„der  «i*d.  [Book  of  Charities.] 
the  management  of  As  far  back  as  the  accounts  go  it  appears,  that  in  reference  to  this  gift  the 
the  Corporation,  corporation  have  paid  6/.  per  annum  to  a schoolmaster  at  Suckley,  towards 
his  salary,  for  teaching  the  children  of  the  poor  in  that  place. 

William  Solly’s  Charity. 

Wl  ChTrit°Ily  S William  Solly , of  Worcester,  by  his  Will,  dated  9th  June  1630,  gave  to 

, " ' Alice  his  wife,  and  to  her  heirs,  for  ever,  all  his  messuage,  house  or  tenement, 

situate  near  the  quay,  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  and  then  in  the  occupation  of 
one  Walker  Newie,  upon  trust,  that  the  said  Alice  should  yearly,  for  ever, 
within  one  week  before  Christmas-day,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said 
messuage  buy  and  provide  three  tons  of  stone-coals  or  pit-coals,  to  be  distri- 
buted among  certain  poor  persons  within  the  said  city,  in  manner  following, 
viz.  ; one  ton  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew,  one  ton  to  the  poor  of 
the  parish  of  All  Saints,  and  one  ton  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas, 
within  the  said  city,  viz.,  to  10  poor  people,  being  five  poor  men  and  five  poor 
women  of  every  of  the  said  several  parishes  a draught  of  coals  a-piece,  to  be 
delivered,  distributed,  and  disposed  of  by  the  said  Alice  to  such  poor  of  the 
said  parishes  as  she  should  appoint  during  her  life,  and  after  her  death  at 
the  discretion  and  appointment  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  said  city  for 
the  time  being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them. 

As  the  mayor  and  aldermen  have  had  nothing  more  vested  in  them  than  the 
mere  appointment  of  the  persons  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  who  were 
to  be  the  poor  of  the  said  three  parishes  in  the  said  will  mentioned,  the  distri- 
bution of  the  coal  has  been  left  to  the  parishes  therein  named,  into  whose  dis- 
position of  the  same  we  shall  inquire  when  we  come  to  those  parishes. 

Thomas  Lord  Coventry’s  Charity. 

T.  Lord  Coventry  s According  to  the  above-mentioned  book  of  donations,  Thomas  Lord  Coventry , 
lan  by  his  Deed,  bearing  date  in  1657,  gave  unto  Sir  John  Packington,  and  others, 

their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  one  annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  25  /.,  to  be  issuing 
out  of  meadow-ground  lying  in  Powick,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  called  the 
Great  Hamme,  to  be  paid  at  Lady-day  and  Michaelmas-day  in  the  town -hall  of 
the  city  of  Worcester,  upon  trust,  that  they  bis  said  trustees  should  from  time  to 
time  thereafter  pay  the  said  annuity  unto  the  mayor,  three  senior  aldermen, 
sheriff,  and  town-clerk  of  the  said  city  of  Worcester,  to  the  intent  that  they  the 
said  mayor  and  others  should  pay  and  dispose  of  the  same  to  such  of  the  inha- 
bitants then  residing  within  the  said  city  of  W orcester  as  the  said  Lord  Coven- 
try, and  his  heirs  should  appoint  by  some  note  in  writing  under  his  or  their 
hands,  and  in  default  of  such  appointment  within  the  space  of  14  days  after 
any  of  the  said  days  of  payment,  that  they  the  said  mayor  and  others  should 
pay  the  said  annuity,  or  so  much  thereof  as  should  not  be  appointed,  to  such  of 
the  inhabitants  then  residing  within  the  said  city  of  Worcester  as  they  the  said 
mayor  and  others  should  in  their  wisdoms  and  charitable  dispositions  think  fit.. 

This  annuity  of  2 51.  has  been  regularly  paid  by  Lord  Coventry  and  his  heirs 
to  the  corporation  of  the  city,  and  distributed  by  nine  of  the  members  of  the 
corporation,  appointed  pursuant  to  a chamber  order  made  previous  to  St.  Tho- 
mas’s-day,  among  the  poor  of  the  nine  several  parishes  of  the  city,  in  the  follow- 
ing proportions:  All  Saints,  31.  6 s.  8d. ; St.  Alban,  1/.;  St.  Andrew, 
31.  6 s.  8 cl.;  St.  Clement,  2/.;  St.  Helen,  31.  65.  3d.  ; St.  Martin,  31.  j 
St.  Nicholas,  31.  6 s’.  8 d.  ; St.  Peter,  3/.;  and  St.  Swithin,  2/.  13a\  4 d. 

A list  of  the  persons  to  whom  these  gentlemen  have  distributed  it  has  always 
been  kept  by  themselves,  but  for  the  future  it  is  intended  that  the  lists  of  the 
persons  receiving  the  benefaction  shall  be  returned  into,  and  filed  in,  the  vice- 
chamberlain’s office. 

Maurice  Hiller’s  Charity. 

Maurice  Hiller's  Maurice  Hiller  gave  to  this  city  a messuage  and  close  containing  six  acres, 
Charity.  called  Hoopers,  lying  in  Kempley,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  the  profits 
thereof  to  be  yearly,  on  the  1st  day  of  November,  laid  out  in  buying  necessaries 
and  warm  clothes  for  such  and  so  many  poor  people  as  were  not  of  ability  to 

buy 
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buy  for  themselves,  as  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens,  in  their  discretion, 
should  think  fit.  [From  the  Book  of  Charities.] 

The  property  called  Hooper’s  consists  of  about  the  quantity  assigned  to  it  by 
the  will.  The  rent  of  this  land  is  4/.,  reduced  by  the  land-tax,  and  fees  for 
receiving  it,  to  SI.  From  a blameable  inadvertence  the  above  rent  (which  when 
it  was  first  reserved  may  have  been  equal  to  the  value  of  the  land,  the  access  to 
it  having  been  difficult  from  the  state  of  the  roads,)  has  continued  at  the  same 
amount  to  the  present  time  ; but  it  is  now  intended  to  give  the  tenant  notice  to 
quit,  in  order  that  a fair  rent  may  be  reserved. 

The  rent  above  mentioned  has  made  a part  of  the  aggregate  sum  distributed 
to  the  poor  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  and  Good  Friday. 

Charities  of  William  'Norton  and  Thomas  Shepheard. 

The  corporation  have  no  documents  in  their  possession  to  show  the  origin  or 
first  receipt  of  this  charity  of  William  Norton , but  in  an  order-book  of  the 
chamber  of  the  city  is  the  following  entry  : 

“ 1723-4,  8th  January. — Ordered,  that  William  Ballard,  esquire,  mayor, 
Robert  Vaughan,  gentleman,  sheriff,  and  Mr.  Moses  Winsmore  and  Mr. 
Shadrack  Pride,  the  two  chamberlains,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  be  and  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  dispose  of  the  interest  of  the  200/.  given 
by  William  Norton,  esquire,  to  this  city,  to  such  poor  prisoners  in  the  gaol  of 
this  city,  as  they  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  think  proper  (not  going  or 
doing  any  thing  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  donor),  and  whatever  they  or  the 
major  part  of  them  do  therein,  the  whole  chamber  do  agree  to  ratify  and 
confirm.” 

And  in  the  old  book  of  the  charities  of  the  corporation  before  referred  to  is 
an  entry  in  the  following  words : 

“ At  a chamber-meeting,  held  the  lltli  of  October  1734,  the  following  instru- 
ment was  this  day  read  and  approved,  and  ordered  that  the  common  seal  of  the 
corporation  be  affixed  thereto: 

“ We,  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  in  common 
council  assembled,  do  hereby  acknowledge  and  declare,  that  Thomas  Shepheard, 
of  Hallow,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  gentleman,  hath  given  and  this  day 
paid  unto  us  the  sum  of  100/.  of  lawful  money  of  Great  Britain,  upon  this 
special  trust  and  confidence  in  us  reposed,  that  we,  the  said  corporation  and 
our  successors,  do  and  shall  for  ever  hereafter  answer  and  pay  interest  for  the 
same,  after  the  rate  of  5 /.  per  centum  per  annum,  and  from  time  to  time,  as 
there  shall  be  occasion,  apply  such  interest-money  to  and  for  the  releasing  and 
discharging  of  such  poor  prisoners  for  debt  or  gaol-fees  as  shall  have  been  con- 
fined in  the  common  gaol  of  the  said  city,  for  three  months  or  upwards  (always 
regarding  the  greatest  and  most  proper  objects  of  charity)  ; in  consideration  of 
which  said  sum  of  100/.,  (which  is  hereby  accepted  with  the  utmost  gratitude), 
we,  the  said  mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of  the  said  city  of  Worcester,  do 
hereby,  for  ourselves  and  successors,  faithfully  promise  and  agree  to  execute 
and  perform  the  said  trust,  and  for  ever  hereafter  from  time  to  time,  as  proper 
objects  shall  offer,  to  pay  and  apply  the  clear  annual  sum  of  51.  to  and  for  the 
discharging  the  intention  and  design  of  the  said  Mr.  Thomas  Shepheard 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  not  otherwise  ; and  in  testimony  of  such  his  bene- 
faction, and  our  acknowledgment,  we  do  hereby  direct  that  one  part  of  these 
presents  be  exemplified  under  our  common  seal,  and  delivered  to  the  said 
Mr.  Thomas  Shepheard.” 

It  appears  from  the  documents  before  mentioned  that  the  corporation  have 
received  the  above  two  sums  of  200/.  on  account  of  Norton’s  charity,  and 
100/.  on  account  of  Shepheard’s  ; but  their  books  up  to  the  year  1789  having 
been  partly  lost,  and  partly  left  in  great  confusion,  it  has  been  found  impossi- 
ble to  trace  the  payment  of  the  interest  paid  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  prisoners 
farther  back  than  that  year.  From  that  period,  the  accounts  which  have  been 
produced  to  the  present  time  show  that  the  different  sums  of  money  advanced 
for  the  use  of  the  prisoners,  from  1790  down  to  the  present  year,  (1827), 
amount  to  the  sum  of  284/.  45.  10 d.  ; and  the  interest  of  the  two  sums  of 
200/.  and  100/.,  at  5-per-cent,  from  the  year  1790,  to  the  sum  of  5551. ; 
from  which  being  deducted  the  sum  of  284/.  45.  1 Or/.,  the  corporation  are 
answerable  for  the  sum  of  270/.  155.  2<7.  to  the  purposes  of  the  charity,  which 
they  engage  themselves  to  apply  accordingly. 

3 T 3 


Wi  rcester. 
Charities 

vested  in  and  under 
the  management  of 
the  Corporation. 


Charities  of 
W.  Norton  and 
T.  Shepheard. 

^ j 


It 


Worcester. 

Charities 

vested  in  and  under 
the  management  of 
the  Corporation. 

Janies  steward’s 
Charily. 

ik , J 


Benjamin  Thorpe’s 
Cliarih . 


John  Fleet’s  Gift. 


514  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [Countyof 

It  may  be  inferred,  that  before  the  period  from  which  the  account  is  taken 
as  above,  the  claims  on  this  fund  were  much  greater  than  since  the  Insolvent 
Debtors  Acts  have  been  in  operation. 

James  Steward’s  Charity. 

The  corporation  have  no  copy  or  extract  of  Mr.  Steward's  Will ; and  we 
only  learn  from  their  accounts  the  existence  of  any  donation  attributable  to 
this  donor. 

By  those  accounts  it  appears  that  in  the  year  1792  Mr.  Alderman  Nash  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  vice-chamberlain  the  sum  of  50/.,  as  a legacy  of  Mr.  John 
Steward,  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  by  the  corpo- 
ration to  the  almswomen  in  Trinity  Hospital ; and  in  the  sequel  of  the  same 
account  it  appears  that  the  annual  sum  of  2/.  10s.  9 d.,  in  respect  of  this 
donation,  was  paid  by  the  vice-chamberlain  on  the  2d  of  February  in  every 
year,  to  the  29  almswomen,  in  portions  of  Is.  9d.  each. 

[A7”.  B.  The  will  of  James  Steward  has  been  searched  for,  both  in  the 
Court  of  the  diocese  of  Worcester,  and  also  at  Doctors  Commons,  without 
success.] 

Benjamin  Thorpe’s  Charity. 

Benjamin  Thorpe , of  the  parish  of  St.  Swithin,  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  by 
his  Will,  dated  the  26th  day  of  March  17 1 6,  gave  unto  the  poor  of  the  city  of 
Worcester  the  yearly  sum  of  5 /.,  the  same  to  be  applied  by  his  executors  there- 
inafter named,  or  the  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators  of  his  brother  Joseph 
Thorpe,  one  of  his  said  executors,  in  buying  yearly  for  10  poor  men  of  the 
said  city  10  coats;  and  he  did  thereby  order  and  direct  that  the  said  coats 
should  be  distributed  and  given  by  his  said  executors,  or  the  heirs,  executors 
or  administrators  of  his  said  brother  Joseph  Thorpe,  yearly,  for  ever,  after  his 
decease,  upon  All  Saints-day,  unto  such  10  poor  men  of  the  said  city  as  he 
or  they  should  think  fit ; and  for  the  better  securing  the  said  yearly  sum  of  5/. 
for  ever,  for  the  use  of  the  said  poor  as  aforesaid,  the  said  testator  thereby  gave 
and  bequeathed  unto  his  said  brother  Joseph  Thorpe  the  sum  of  400/.,  and  did 
order  and  direct  that  the  same  should  be  laid  out  in  purchasing  to  his  said 
brother  Joseph  Thorpe,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  lands  or  tenements  of 
inheritance  in  fee-simple  as  soon  as  a convenient  purchase  could  be  had,  and 
such  premises  being  purchased,  the  said  testator  did  by  his  said  will  charge 
and  subject  the  same  with  the  raising  and  payment  of  the  said  yearly  sum  of  51. 
for  buying  of  the  said  10  coats,  to  be  distributed  yearly,  for  ever,  upon  the 
said  All  Saints-day  as  aforesaid. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  by  any  existing  documents  in  what 
manner  the  400/.  so  bequeathed  by  Benjamin  Thorpe  was  disposed  of ; but  we 
find  that  the  Rev.  It.  R.  Vaughton,  of  Arly,  near  Birmingham,  admits  the 
51.  per  annum  to  be  payable  by  him  as  a charge  upon  an  estate  belonging  to 
him,  called  Howley  Grange,  in  the  parish  of  Hales  Owen,  in  the  county  of 
Salop.  This  annuity  had  been  omitted  to  be  applied  for  during  a considerable 
period  before  the  year  1801,  when  the  arrears  amounted  to  Go/.,  which  being 
then  paid  to  the  corporation  was  invested  by  them  in  the  purchase  of  50/.  Irish 
5 per-cent  stock,  producing  an  annual  dividend  of  2/.  105.,  which  added  to 
the  51.  makes  the  income  applicable  to  the  charity  of  7/»  105. 

Mr.  Vaughton  has  since  the  period  above  mentioned  been  regular  in  his  pay- 
ments, and  the  corporation-accounts  respecting  this  charity  show  the  application 
of  this  annual  sum  without  any  charges  or  abatements. 

The  7 /•  105.  is  applied  in  the  purchase  of  cloth,  and  paying  for  making  it 
up  for  the  clothing  of  poor  freemen  of  the  city,  together  with  other  sums 
applicable  to  the  same  purpose. 

John  Fleet’s  Gift. 

John  Fleet,  sometime  of  Hallow,  esq.  appears,  by  an  extract  preserved  in 
the  book  of  charities  belonging  to  the  corporation,  to  have  given  by  his  Deed, 
bearing  date  27th  June,  37th  Elizabeth,  six  fates  or  bullaries,  in  Droitwich,  then 
of  the  yearly  value  of  36/.  to  the  corporation  of  Worcester,  forever,  4/.  of 
which  was  to  be  given  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  and  Good  Friday,  to  the  inhabitants 
in  the  eight  almshouses  in  Powick’s-lane,  founded  by  John  Fleet,  the  grand- 
father of  the  donor,  and  12/.  to  other  poor  people  wanting  relief  in  the  same 
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city,  as  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  four  of  the  most  ancient  citizens,  should 
seem  convenient,  and  the  residue  of  the  profits  were  to  be  employed  in  loans 
upon  good  securities  to  weavers  and  clothiers,  and  to  be  laid  up  and  accumulated 
in  the  manner  therein  mentioned. 

These  fates  or  bullaries  were,  as  we  learn,  salt-vats,  which  have  long  been 
worn  out,  and  become  unproductive.  We  cannot  find  that  there  is  any 
trace  in  the  books  of  the  corporation  of  any  thing  having  ever  been  received 
under  this  charity. 

Hugh  Atwell’s  Charity. 

Hugh  Atwell,  clerk,  gave  to  the  corporation  the  sum  of  31.  6s.  8 d.  to  be 
employed  as  a stock  to  set  the  poor  to  work  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  masters 
of  the  city  on  such  as  they  should  think  fit.  [From  the  Book  of  Charities.] 

The  corporation  have  no  account  of  this  charity  but  what  appears  in  the 
above  mentioned  book  of  charities,  and  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  in  operation 
unless  it  can  be  considered  as  answered  by  their  general  distribution  of 
charities. 

Nicholas  Archbold’s  Charity. 

Nicholas  Archhold  gave  to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  young  beginners  and  other  honest  citizens,  and  towards  the 
relief  of  the  poor  there,  and  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Oswald,  near  the  said  city, 
for  ever,  the  sum  of  301.  [Book  of  Charities.] 

The  above-mentioned  book  of  charities  contains  a note  expressing  that  this 
money  was  never  received  by  the  corporation. 

Thomas  Walsgrove’s  Charity. 

Thomas  JValsgrove,  by  his  Will,  dated  16th  December  16th  Jac.  1,  gave  to 
the  corporation  of  Worcester  two  messuages  and  tenements  in  Fish-street,  some- 
time in  the  occupation  of  John  Collier,  and  certain  tenements  in  the  Foregate- 
street,  whereof  some  were  adjoining  near  unto  Saint  Swithin’s-lane,  for  and  to- 
wards the  erecting  of  a place  for  the  bringing  up  of  poor  children  in  a laborious 
and  painful  course  of  life,  31.  whereof  were  out  of  the  profits  of  the  same  lands 
yearly,  to  be  allowed  to  the  master  or  governor  of  the  said  children,  and  3s.  4 d. 
to  a clerk  for  receiving  and  keeping  an  account  thereof.  [From  Book  of 
Charities.] 

Whether  any  property  ever  came  to  the  corporation  under  this  gift  of  Thomas 
Walsgrove  seems  to  be  wholly  unknown  and  untraceable.  Nothing  whatever 
exists  to  show  that  it  was  ever  enjoyed,  or  to  point  out  the  subject  of  the  devise. 

Philip  Sturley’s  Gift. 

Philip  Sturley,  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  in  the  year  1603,  gave  to  the  corpo- 
ration 25  /.,  to  be  lent  out  to  two  poor  artificers  upon  sufficient  security,  and  so 
from  four  years  to  four  years,  to  have  continuance  for  ever,  the  interest  of  the 
money  to  be  paid  to  the  parish  of  Saint  Swithin,  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  for 
the  poor  every  Sabbath-day.  [From  Book  of  Charities.] 

The  corporation  deny  any  knowledge  of  this  gift,  nor  as  far  as  their  records 
extend  does  there  appear  to  be  any  trace  of  their  having  been  received  or 
applied. 

Lewis  Randolph’s  Charity. 

Lewis  Randolph  gave  in  the  year  1613  to  the  corporation  the  sum  of  100/., 
80  /.  thereof  to  be  lent  from  time  to  time  to  four  clothiers,  being  freemen,  and 
inhabiting  within  the  said  city,  to  every  of  them  20/.  for  the  space  of  two  years 
together  from  the  lending  thereof,  at  the  rate  of  10s.  yearly  for  every  20/., 
which  interest,  amounting  yearly  unto  40s.,  was  to  be  annually  distributed  as 
follows,  viz.  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  All  Saints,  20s.  per  annum  ; 
to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  Saint  Andrew,  13s.  4 d.,  and  to  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  of  Saint  Clement,  5s.  8 d.,  to  be  by  them  distri- 
buted to  the  poor  of  the  said  several  parishes,  upon  the  feast  of  Saint  Mathias 
the  Apostle  in  every  year,  the  said  several  ministers  and  churchwardens  keeping 
records  of  the  same,  and  the  other  20/.  to  be  lent  to  four  honest  butchers,  being 
freemen,  of  the  poorest  sort,  and  of  inhabitants  there,  to  every  of  them  5 /.  a-piece 
for  two  years  freely.  [From  the  Book  of  Charities.] 

It  appears  by  the  accounts  of  the  corporation  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
100 /.  so  given  by  Lewis  Randolph  has  been  lost  probably  in  the  course  of 
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lending  it,  but  the  corporation  pay  to  the  said  several  parishes  the  respective 
sums  directed  hy  the  donor. 

William  Moseley’s  Charity. 

William  Moseley , in  the  year  1619,  gave  to  the  corporation  20/.,  to  be  lent 
freely,  from  four  years  to  four  years,  to  a young  clothier.  [From  Book  of 
Charities.] 

The  fate  of  this  charity  is  like  that  of  the  last  reported.  The  fund  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  lost  by  being  lent  out,  and  never  repaid. 

Thomas  Tomkins’s  Charity. 

Thovias  Tomkins,  organist  of  the  cathedral  church,  gave  50  /.  to  the  corpo- 
ration, to  be  lent  to  two  young  tradesmen  of  the  city,  25  /.  a-piece,  for  one,  two, 
or  three  years,  on  their  giving  good  security  for  the  repayment  of  the  principal, 
and  205.  yearly,  as  interest,  which  205.  was  to  be  bestowed  on  four  aged,  honest, 
and  devout  people.  [Book  of  Charities.] 

Of  this  charity  the  same  account  is  given  as  of  the  last  mentioned. 


Gifts  of  John  Eliot,  George  Nash,  Anne  Steyner,  and  Roger  Clarke. 

John  Eliot  gave  by  his  Will,  as  appears  by  the  above-mentioned  charity-book, 
20/.  to  the  corporation,  to  be  lent  freely,  from  two  years  to  two  years,  to  some 
poor  young  man  who  was  free  of  the  weavers  or  walkers,  such  as  to  the  head- 
officers  for  the  time  being  should  seem  meet,  and  from  one  poor  man  to  another, 
he  putting  two  sufficient  sureties  for  the  repayment  thereof,  and  so  to  continue 
from  two  years  to  two  years  for  ever.  [Book  of  Charities.] 

George  Nash  gave  to  the  said  corporation  the  sum  of  30/.,  to  be  lent  freely 
to  young  beginners  and  occupiers  for  one  whole  year,  giving  good  security  for 
the  same  to  the  corporation,  and  so  from  year  to  year  to  have  continuance  for 
ever.  [Book  of  Charities.] 

Anne  Steyner  gave  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  sheriff  of  the  city  of 
Worcester,  20/.,  to  divide  the  same  into  four  equal  parts  each,  to  be  lent  out, 
gratis,  for  the  space  of  five  years  to  some  honest  poor  tradesman  of  the  city  upon 
good  security,  and  so  from  five  years  to  five  years.  [From  the  Book  of 
Charities]. 

Roger  Clarke,  by  his  Will,  dated  1st  November  1G91,  gave  to  the  trade  of 
bakers  50/.,  to  be  lent  out,  gratis,  to  two  young  thriving  bakers  for  five  years, 
and  so  on  from  five  years  to  five  years,  on  good  security.  [Book  of  Charities.] 

Of  these  four  bequests  no  better  account  can  now  be  given  than  of  the  pre- 
ceding gift-monies,  to  be  bestowed  in  loans. 

Samuel  Swift’s  Charity. 

Samuel  Swift,  by  his  Will,  dated  6th  July  1710,  gave  to  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  citizens  of  Worcester,  the  sum  of 400/.,  to  be  lent  out,  gratis,  to  10  honest 
tradesmen,  such  as  were  young  beginners,  by  10  equal  portions,  for  five  years, 
and  so  on  from  five  years  to  five  years,  on  good  security.  [Book  of  Charities]. 

From  200/.  to  220/.  is  said  to  be  outstanding  on  loans  secured  by  the  bonds 
of  the  borrowers  and  their  securities,  and  those  that  are  due  the  corporation 
have  undertaken  to  get  in. 

Sir  Thomas  White’s  Charity. 

By  the  account  given  of  this  charity  in  the  Bristol  Reports  [see  8th  Rep. 
p.  585,]  it  appears  that  Worcester  was  included  among  the  cities  to  which  the 
bounty  was  to  extend. 

And  it  appears  also  by  the  bonds  in  the  repository  of  the  corporation  that 
there  have  been  receipts  of  money  from  time  to  time  under  this  charity, 
probably  according  to  the  rotation  settled  by  the  donor,  but  there  is  no  account 
extant  to  show  the  amount  of  these  receipts ; and  from  the  same  bonds  it  is 
evident  that  these  monies,  or  some  part  thereof,  have  been  lent  out  from  time 
to  time  as  directed  by  the  donor. 

We  have  been  unable,  however,  after  much  inquiry,  to  collect  any  intel- 
ligence respecting  the  operation  given  to  this  charity,  except  that  some  years 
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ago  50/.  was  paid  back  to  the  corporation,  and  immediately  afterwards  lent  out 
to  one  Charles  Yardley,  a tradesman  of  Worcester,  upon  his  bond  in  the 
penalty  of  100/.,  with  two  respectable  sureties. 

But  since  the  commencement  of  our  sittings,  Mr.  Mence,  the  late  deputy 
town-clerk,  has  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  vice-chamberlain  104/.,  which  he 
appears  to  have  received  in  1825  from  the  chamberlain  of  Bristol,  and  which  is 
intended  to  be  lent  out  according  to  the  terms  of  the  charity. 


Worcester. 


Sir  T.  White’s 
Charity, 
continued. 

\ , / 


The  oblivion  into  which  the  transactions  respecting  this  charity  have  fallen 
appears  to  have  arisen  from  omission  to  keep  a hook  for  recording  the  payments 
and  loans  made  under  it,  and  we  therefore  regret  to  say  that  all  we  have  been 
enabled  to  do  for  the  ascertainment  and  future  security  of  this  fund  has  been  to 
recommend  to  the  corporation  to  commence,  immediately,  a regular  distinct 
account  of  all  that  shall  be  done  respecting  the  same,  exhibiting  its  loans,  losses 
and  accessions,  together  with  the  names,  residences,  and  trades  of  the  borrowers 
and  their  securities. 


It  is  impossible  not  to  see,  in  the  treatment  of  these  loan-charities  a very  cul- 
pable remissness  on  the  part  of  the  corporation.  They  appear  to  have,  till 
within  these  few  years,  employed  agents  and  officers  unqualified  for  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty  in  their  several  departments,  and  to  have  suffered  loss  in 
their  own  property  by  such  improper  appointments.  Every  disposition,  however, 
is  shown  by  the  body,  as  it  is  at  present  composed,  to  exert  their  best  en- 
deavours to  recover  all  monies  owing  to  them  as  trustees  of  these  loan-charities, 
and  to  put  them  into  the  securest  and  best  course  of  application  for  the 
future. 

About  the  year  1801,  it  appears  that  one  of  the  payments  was  made  to  this 
charity,  which  whs  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  town-clerk.  We  have  inquired 
particularly  as  to  the  fate  of  this  money,  but  can  find  no  evidence  of  its  having 
been  lent  out  at  all.  The  corporation,  therefore,  have  at  our  suggestion  agreed 
to  debit  themselves  with  this  sum,  and  bring  it  to  account ; but  we  are  given  to 
understand  that  demands  are  made  upon  Worcester  by  the  city  of  Oxford  for 
contributions  to  the  expenses  of  a law-suit  instituted  by  that  city  respecting 
the  claims  of  the  charity  upon  Sir  Thomas  White’s  estate.  The  corporation  of 
Worcester  has  already  contributed  50/.,  and  has  yet  to  consider  to  what  extent 
it  will  accede  to  the  remaining  demand  of  175/.  upon  the  same  account. 


The  Corporation  have  laid  before  us  the  following  Account : 

The  Corporation  of  Worcester  in  account  with  the  several  Charities  of  the 
said  City. 


Rculs  and  Interest  of  Charity  Money, 
1826. 

By  Lord  Coventry  ... 

Browne’s  rents,  which  are  in  future 
to  be  received  by  the  six  masters 

By  Palmer  Simmonds,  and  others 
rents  

By  rent  of  the  Stacking-House 

£.  s.  d. 
25  ~ - 

Gy  l - 

34  io  - 
- to 

Payments,  1826. 

To  Donne,  baker,  for  Lady  Booth’s 
bread  to  the  parishes 

To  the  under-mentioned  pa- 
rishes for  bread  every  Good 
Friday : 

St.  Helen’s  .... 

£.  s.  d. 
1 i6  G 

By  Lady  Booth’s  charity 

5 - - 

All  Saints  - 

2 11  - 

By  Freeman’s  - - - 

- 10  - 

St.  Nicholas  .... 

i ii  6 

By  Swaddon’s  - - - - 

316- 

St.  Martin’s  .... 

l 14  - 

By  Hiller’s  - - - - 

3 - - 

St.  Peter’s  - 

2 - - 

By  Youle  and  others  - 

11  8 - 

St.  Andrew’s  .... 

2 2 - 

By  Bonner’s  .... 

2 - - 

Fleet’s  gift  .... 

l 

2 — — 

By  Randolph’s  - - - - 

2 iy  - 

St.  Clement’s  .... 

1 iy  G 

By  Warmstrey’s  - 

- 10  - 

St.  Swithin’s  .... 

1 18  - 

By  Fleet,  Chandler,  and  others 
Rep.  IQ. 

12  - - 

St.  Alban’s  .... 

3 U 

- 13  6 

Rep.  IQ. 
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Rents  and  Interest  of  Charity  Money, 

1826. 

£.  s. 

d. 

Payments,  1826. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d 

By  Balance  annually  over-paid  by 

To  the  undermentioned  pa- 
rishes for  bread  on  St.  Thomas’s- 

the  Corporation  of  Worcester  - 

8i  - 

- 

day  : 

All  Saints 

3 

St.  Nicholas  .... 

1 

16 

‘A 

St.  Andrew’s  - 

3 

18 

2 

St.  Martin’s  .... 

1 

18 

8 

St.  Clement’s  ... 

- 

18 

1 

St.  Peter's  ----- 

2 

8 

9 

St.  Helen’s  - - - 

2 

8 

2 

St.  Swithin’s  ...  - 

1 

St.  Alban’s  - 

- 

8 

1 1 

St.  MichaePs  - 

- 

8 

- 

18 

6 

5 

To  the  free  school  - 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Saint  Thomas’s-day,  Maiden- 
money,  Ac. 

All  Saint’s  parish  ... 

3 

16 

St.  Alban’s  - 

- 

10 

- 

St.  Andrew’s  - 

2 

15 

— 

loodj?)  i ddT 

snilA  yliarxT  fang  “fTOl'd  A<  •«)<<  lor. 

St.  Helen’s  - 

2 

5 

- 

9di  'ZSbilJI  «92UOd  . 

St.  Clement’s  - - - 

2 

- 

- 

Ji  He  JfI9flI93£  'JBCP 

St.  Martin’s  ...  - 

2 

15 

_ 

JUG 

St.  Nicholas  ...  - 

3 

- 

- 

St.  Peter’s  ----- 

2 

15 

- 

St.  Swithin’s  ...  - 

1 

18 

- 

14 

To  payments  on  St.  Thomas’s-day, 

in  money,  Ac.,  to  the  poor  of  the 
city,  the  names  of  whom  are  en- 

tered  in  the  books  of  the  town- 
clerk  ----- 

- 

- 

- 

U7 

13 

G 

To  the  poor  clothiers  on  St.  Tho- 
mas’s-day  - - - - 

To  one  year's  ringing  the  eight 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

o’clock  bell  - 

- 

" 

2 

- 

- 

To  one  year’s  rent  of  the  Soup 

Plouse  ----- 

’7 

- 

- 

To  monthly  payments  of  28  days 

to  10  poor  women  at  ;s.  each, 
and  10  at  1 s.  6d.  - 

- 

- 

22 

5 

- 

To  Lord  Coventry’s  St.  Tho- 
mas's-day-money : 

All  Saints  ----- 

3 

6 

8 

St.  Alban’s  and  St.  Andrew’s 

4 

G 

8 

St.  Clement’s  ...  - 

2 

- 

- 

St.  Helen’s  ...  - 

3 

G 

8 

St.  Martin’s  ...  - 

3 

- 

- 

St  Nicholas  - - - - 

3 

6 

8 

St.  Peter’s  ----- 

3 

- 

- 

St,  Swithin’s  - - 

2 

1.3 

4 

25 

£. 

251 

4 “ 

1 

£. 

251 

4 

— 

It 
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It  appears  by  the  above  account,  that  the  expenditure  of  the  corporation  on 
the  objects  enumerated  on  the  credit-side  has  much  exceeded  the  amount  of 
their  obligations  under  the  several  specific  gifts,  but  the  mode  of  distribution 
hitherto  adopted,  with  respect  to  these  general  money  and  bread-charities, 
cannot  be  regarded  as  useful  and  beneficial.  It  has  usually  taken  place  on 
St.  Thomas’s-day,  upon  which  a crowd  of  applicants  have  presented  themselves 
at  the  town-hall  as  objects  of  charity,  among  whom  it  has  been  for  the 
most  part  dispenseddn  small  sums,  and  without  the  opportunity  of  inquiry  and 
discrimination.  This  fund  however  will  be  considerably  reduced  by  the  diver- 
sion of  a portion  of  it  to  the  improvement  of  the  pay  and  support  of  the  Tri- 
nity almspeople,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned  in  the  Report  of  that 
charity. 

The  corporation  have  agreed  and  determined  to  fix  a certain  periodical 
meeting,  for  settling  a list  of  the  proper  objects  of  these  general  charities, 
founded  upon  the  representation  of  such  corporators  as  will  undertake  the  task  of 
ascertaining  in  the  parishes,  wherein  they  respectively  dwell,  the  real  state  and 
merits  of  the  poor,  and  to  send  the  proportionate  relief  to  the  several  persons 
mentioned  in  their  list,  in  which  list  is  to  be  set  opposite  their  names,  their  re- 
sidences, and  their  cases. 

It  is  due  to  the  corporation  to  record  that  no  charges  for  management  have 
been  thrown  upon  any  of  their  charities. 


The  Free  School  and  Trinity  Almshouses  under  the  management 

of  the  Six  Masters. 


The  earliest  document  produced  to  us  relating  to  these  foundations  is  an 
extract  from  the  Will  of  Thomas  Wild , which  we  find  in  an  old  book  belong- 
ing to  the  corporation,  recording  the  charities  under  their  management,  from 
which  extract  it  appears  that  Thomas  Wild,  by  his  Will,  dated  19th  August  1558, 
gave  unto  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Worcester  a parcel  of  ground,  called 
Little  Pitchcroft,  and  4 § acres  of  meadow,  in  Great  Pitchcroft,  for  and  to- 
wards the  erecting  and  establishing  of  a free-school  within  the  said  city,  for  the 
bringing  up  of  youth  in  their  A.  B.,  matins  and  even-song,  and  other  learning, 
which  should  make  them  ready  for  the  King’s  Grammar  School. 

From  which  it  appears  that  there  was  a grammar-school  existing  at  the  period 
of  the  said  grant. 

In  another  book  belonging  to  the  six  masters,  importing  to  be  a record  of 
the  grants  to  and  endowments  of  the  above  establishments,  the  following  entry 
first  occurs ; 

“ The  grant  of  the  Queen’s  Majesty,  at  the  humble  suit  of  William  Langley 
of  Worcester,  surveyor  of  her  grace’s  Mint  in  the  Tower  of  London,  in  the 
time  of  service  there,  altering  the  base  monies  into  fine  silver,  which  God  long 
continue.  Her  Majesty  hath  erected  and  founded  the  free-school  of  Worcester 
to  continue  for  ever,  and  the  almshouses  in  the  Trinity,  to  continue  for  ever,  as 
doth  appear  by  her  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal. 


The  Queen’s  Majesty,  at  the  humble  suit  of  William  Langley  above 
mentioned,  did  give  unto  the  free-school  6/.  13s.  4 d.  - 
More  to  the  poor  people  --------- 

More,  40  trees  out  of  the  Forest  of  Wyer,  as  doth  appear  by  her 
Grace’s  bill,  assigned  at  the  humble  suit  of  the  aforesaid  William 
Langley,  to  the  building  and  comfort  of  the  poor,  and  no  otherwise, 
to  be  used  by  the  governors  and  supervisors  as  by  her  Grace’s  letters 
patent  doth  appear  to  the  godly  meaning  thereof  - 


£.  s.  d. 

6 13  4 
5 7 4 


40  trees.” 


The  almshouses  stand  in  a quarter  of  the  city  called  the  Trinity,  partly  in 
Saint  Nicholas’s  parish,  and  partly  in  Saint  Swithin’s.  The  school  is  situate  at 
some  distance  from  the  almshouses,  and  close  to  Saint  Swithin’s  church. 

By  letters  patent  of  Queen  Elizabeth,”  dated  in  the  third  year  of  her  reign, 
dated  23d  February  1561,  her  said  Majesty  did,  at  the  humble  request  of  the 
corporation  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  for  a school  for  A,  B,  C, 
and  grammar,  and  the  instruction  and  education  of  children,  to  be  erected  and 
established  in  the  said  city  ; and  also  for  the  continuance  of  divers  poor  inhabit- 
ants in  divers  houses  or  cottages  of  alms  in  the  said  city  of  Worcester  for  ever, 
viz.  in  twenty-three  houses,  as  in  time  out  of  mind  they  had  been  resident,  grant 
that  from  thenceforth  there  should  beone  school  for  A,  B,  C,  and  grammar,  for  the 

3 U 2 teaching 
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teaching  erudition,  and  instruction  of  children  ; to  teach  and  instruct  them  to 
read,  and  otherwise  in  good  learning  and  manners  to  be  taught  and  brought  up 
as  at  old  time  it  had  been  used  in  the  said  city,  and  should  be  called  “ The 
Free  School  in  the  city  of  Worcester  for  education,  erudition  and  instruction 
of  children.”  And  that  the  aforesaid  24  cottages,  commonly  called  the 
almshouses  for  the  relief,  help  and  sustentation  of  48  poor  persons  in  the 
city  aforesaid,  should  be  converted  and  remain  so  for  ever.  Also  that  the  same 
school  should  continue  with  one  master  and  usher  ; and  her  said  majesty  did 
further  grant  and  ordain  that  six,  five  or  four  of  the  discreetest  citizens  of  the 
said  city  of  Worcester  should  be  a body  corporate,  by  the  name  of  Governors 
and  Supervisors  of  the  Free  School  and  Almshouses  of  the  said  city,  by  that  name 
to  have  perpetual  succession  ; and  that  by  that  name  the  said  corporation  should 
be  of  capacity  in  law  to  receive  and  possess  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  to 
them  and  their  successors  in  fee,  in  perpetuity,  and  that  they  should  have  a com- 
mon seal.  And  her  majesty  did  thereby  constitute  six  persons  therein  named, 
citizens  of  the  said  city,  to  be  the  first  rulers,  governors  and  supervisors  of  the 
free-school  and  almshouses  of  the  said  city ; and  that  six,  five,  or  four  governors 
from  time  to  time  might  make  and  ordain  for  the  good  government  of  the  said 
school  and  almshouses,  ordinances  and  statutes  in  writing,  concerning  the  govern- 
ance and  direction  of  the  schoolmaster,  usher  and  scholars  of  the  said  school, 
and  poor  people  in  the  houses  aforesaid,  and  the  stipend  of  the  schoolmaster 
and  usher ; and  that  they  should  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make  orders 
for  the  preservation  and  disposition  of  the  rents  and  revenues  for  the  sustentation 
of  the  said  school  and  almshouses ; and  power  was  given  to  the  said  governors 
to  appoint  the  schoolmaster  and  usher  from  time  to  time.  And  it  was  further 
thereby  ordained,  that  when  it  should  happen  that  any  one  or  more  of  the  said 
governors  for  the  time  being  should  die,  that  within  six  weeks  next  after  the 
decease  of  such  poor  person,  one  or  more  other  meet  persons  of  the  number  of 
those  24  chief  citizens  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  commonly  called  the  Head- 
Council  of  the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  by  the  said  five  persons,  or  the  more 
part  of  them  then  living,  should  be  chosen.  And  it  was  therein  lastly  ordained, 
that  all  the  rents,  revenues  and  profits  of  the  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments 
thereafter  to  be  given  and  appointed  to  and  for  the  sustentation  and  maintenance 
of  the  said  school  and  almshouses,  should  in  all  times  to  come  be  converted  unto 
the  sustentation  of  the  schoolmaster  and  usher  of  the  school  aforesaid,  and  of  the 
poor  and  needy  persons  being  in  the  same  city,  and  others  coming  to  the  same 
and  not  otherwise. 

In  the  said  book  of  grants,  Mr.  Robert  Youle  is  recorded  to  have  given,  in 
lands  to  the  free-school  for  ever,  to  the  value  of  13/.  6 s.  8d. ; but  by  what  instru- 
ment or  in  what  manner  this  gift  was  made  effectual  to  the  charity  does  not 
appear  by  the  same  entry. 

We  further  find  by  the  book  of  charities  that  Catherine  Heynood, , widow, 
by  her  will,  dated  2d  October  1559,  gave  unto  the  corporation  of  Worcester 
100  marks,  to  be  delivered  to  the  chamber  of  the  said  city,  to  the  end  that  it 
might  be  bestowed  in  lands  for  the  poor  people  for  ever. 

And  that  Thomas  Prestwood  gave  unto  the  said  corporation  the  sum  of  10/., 
to  the  end  that  the  same  might  be  bestowed  in  lands  to  and  for  the  best  benefit 
of  the  poor  of  the  said  city. 

Which  said  two  several  sums  of  100  marks  and  10/.  (according  to  the  same 
book),  Robert  Youle,  one  of  the  capital  citizens  of  the  said  city,  took  into  his 
hands,  and  therewith  purchased 

One  messuage  or  tenement,  and  garden,  in  the  Foregate-street. 

One  messuage  or  tenement,  with  a certain  house  called  the  School-house, 
since  converted  into  a tavern,  lying  in  Goose-lane,  alias  Melcheapen-street. 

One  other  messuage  or  tenement,  lying  in  Melcheapen-street  aforesaid. 

One  acre  of  land,  lying  in  Horse-lane,  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Nicholas. 

One  other  messuage  or  tenement,  lying  in  the  High-street. 

And  also  three  gardens,  in  the  several  occupations  therein  mentioned. 

With  the  same  monies  also  certain  rents  were  purchased,  issuing  out  of  several 
messuages  in  the  city  of  Worcester  therein  enumerated,  and  which  will  be  here- 
after noticed,  but  which  do  not  make  a part  of  the  revenues  of  this  charity. 

Whether  the  gift  of  Sir  John  Baker,  lord-keeper  of  the  great  seal,  of 
51.  6s.  Sd , “to  the  maintenance  of  the  free-school”  next  mentioned,  was  a sum 
in  gross,  or  an  annual  payment,  does  not  distinctly  appear.  But  none  of  the  six 

masters 
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masters  had  any  recollection  of  any  such  payment,  nor  is  there  any  other  trace  Worcester, 
of  it  that  we  could  find  in  any  document.  

There  next  appears  in  the  said  book  of  grants  a decree  of  the  court  of  Wards  Vrinhy^  Ahn^ 
and  Liveries,  made  in  Michaelmas  term  1613,  whereby  the  corporation  of  gover-  houses  under  the 
nors  and  supervisors  of  the  said  school  and  almshouses,  who  were  therein  Six  Masters, 
recognized  as  the  lessees  for  very  long  terms  of  years,  under  the  family  of  the  continued. 
Callowhills,  of  the  site  of  the  late  priory  or  nunnery  of  Whistons,  (now  called 
the  White  Ladies),  with  the  houses,  lands,  and  tenements  therein  enumerated, 
and  which,  by  certain  inquisitions  therein  referred  to  had  been  found  subject  to 
certain  payments  to  the  Crown,  were  discharged  and  exonerated  therefrom, 
and  confirmed  in  their  leases,  notwithstanding  the  same  were  prejudicial  to  the 
king’s  majesty  on  account  of  their  length,  out  of  regard  to  the  charitable  uses 
to  which  those  leasehold  interests  had  been  devoted. 

The  premises  described  in  the  above  document  as  being  under  these  lung 
leases  to  the  charity,  were  the  site  of  the  late  priory  or  nunnery  of  Whistons, 
with  all  houses,  lands,  and  hereditaments  being  within  the  county  of  Worcester, 
and  within  the  liberties  of  the  city  of  Worcester ; and  also  a close  called  Lon- 
don, a close  called  Barn  Close,  and  the  Pinfold,  a close  called  the  Harp  Arde, 
a parcel  of  land  in  a field  called  Windmill  Field,  a field  called  Hangman’s  Acre, 
one  Brickkiln,  a close  called  Pitchcroft,  a parcel  of  meadow-ground  called 
great  Pitchcroft,  a windmill  and  five  acres  of  land,  three  messuages  or  tene- 
ments, and  gardens,  lying  in  Foregate-street,  all  which  said  site  of  the  said 
priory  and  other  the  said  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  above  specified, 
are  therein  said  to  have  been  by  John  Callowhill  and  other  persons  then 
estated  in  the  said  lands  from  the  same  John  Callowhill,  by  several  leases  yet 
enduring,  granted  to  the  said  governors  of  the  free-school  and  alms-houses  for 
the  benefit  of  the  same. 

It  is  observable  that  the  decree  of  the  court  of  wards  includes  in  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  property  in  the  possession  of  the  governors  of  the  free-school  and 
almshouses,  a close  of  land  called  the  Harp,  a parcel  of  land  called  the  Wind- 
mill Field,  and  a field  called  Hangman’s  Acre  ; and  that  among  the  gifts  men- 
tioned in  the  charity  before  reported  of  Margaret  Brown,  these  same  pieces  or 
parcels  of  land  appear  to  have  been  given  by  her  as  far  back  as  the  second  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth  to  the  corporation  of  the  city,  to  distribute  the  rents  and  profits 
to  the  poor  of  the  city,  according  to  their  discretion  ; and  it  further  appears  that 
her  interest  in  those  premises  was  derived  to  her  from  John  Callowhill,  under 
long  leases,  the  lease  of  Hangman’s  Acre  being  for  1,000  years,  and  the  Harp 
and  Windmill  for  400  years  respectively. 

The  decree  above  mentioned  was  made  upwards  of  GO  years  after  Margaret 
Browne’s  alleged  gift  to  the  corporation,  and  the  discrepancy  between  her 
alleged  gift  to  the  corporation,  arid  the  specification  of  property  in  the  said 
decree,  seem  incapable  of  being  reconciled  but  by  supposing  that  the  corporation, 
in  the  interval  between  those  documents,  had,  in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion, 
assigned  the  premises  called  the  Harp,  the  Windmill,  and  the  Hangman’s  Acre, 
to  the  governors  of  the  school  and  almshouses  for  the  benefit  of  those  establish- 
ments. But  it  is  also  to  be  inferred  from  the  fact  of  there  being  no  trace  in 
the  accounts  of  the  school  and  almshouses,  which  begin  in  the  year  1671,  or 
in  the  leases  of  the  hospital-property,  the  earliest  of  which  is  dated  in  1700,  of 
the  above  premises  being  in  the  possession  of  that  establishment,  that  the  cor- 
poration subsequently  resumed  this  property,  and  transferred  the  benefit  from 
the  school  and  almshouses  to  other  charitable  objects,  upon  the  strength  of  the 
general  discretion  with  which  Margaret  Brown  appears  to  have  invested  them. 

Thomas  Fleet , by  his  Will,  dated  the  16th  day  of  December  1613,  gave 
(inter  alia ) to  the  corporation  of  the  six  masters,  being  the  governors  of  the 
free-school  and  almshouses  within  the  said  city  of  Worcester,  and  to  their  suc- 
cessors, for  ever,  four  tenements  newly  builded,  with  the  gardens  thereunto  be- 
longing, situated  between  Froggate  and  Froggmill,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Peters, 
and  within  the  liberties  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  which  said  four  tenements  and 
gardens  he  did  ordain  and  appoint  for  ever  thereafter  to  be  almshouses  for  poor 
people  to  dwell  in  ; and  that  the  said  governors  and  supervisors  and  the  greater 
number  of  them,  should  from  time  to  time,  for  ever,  dispose  thereof,  and  place 
in  them  such  poor  people  as  were  honest  and  well-disposed  persons,  especially 
he  did  appoint  that  any  poor  of  his  name  or  kindred  should  be  preferred  before 
others.  He  also  gave  to  the  corporation  of  the  six  governors  and  supervisors 
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Worcester.  of  the  said  free-school  and  almshouses,  and  to  their  successors  for  ever,  one 

rent-charge  of  26s.  8c?.  by  the  year,  to  be  issuing  and  payable  yearly  out  of 

The  Free  school  the  two  other  tenements  newly  built,  and  the  gardens  to  them  belonging,  situate 
^ ou  s e s' 1 u ml  or ' the*  near  Froggmill  Potmd  without  Froggate,  within  the  liberties  of  the  said  city  of 
management  of  the  Worcester,  and  in  the  parish  of  St.  Peter  aforesaid,  (which  said  rent-charge  of 
Six  Masters,  2 6s.  8 d.  was  to  be  paid  unto  them  and  their  successors  yearly  on  Christmas-eve, 
continued.  and  on  Easter-eve,  by  equal  portions),  and  that  for  default  of  payment  thereof 
it  should  be  lawful  for  them  and  their  successors,  and  any  others  in  their  be- 
halves, to  distrain  upon  the  said  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  such  distress 
to  detain  until  they  should  be  fully  satisfied  thereof.  And  he  appointed  that 
the  said  six  governors  and  supervisors,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  should 
dispose  thereof  to  the  reparations  of  the  said  four  almshouses,  and  relief  of  the 
said  poor  people  which  should  there  inhabit  from  time  to  time  ; their  officer 
under  them  to  have  for  his  pains  and  attendance  yearly,  out  of  the  said  rent, 
3 s.  4,d. 

By  an  entry  in  the  above  mentioned  Book  of  Grants  it  appears,  that 

Thomas  Moore,  esq.,  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  and 
Anne  his  wife,  by  their  deed,  dated  1st  May,  2d  Car.  1,  for  bringing  up  of  poor 
children,  whose  parents  were  destitute  of  means  to  give  them  necessary  food 
and  raiment,  much  less  to  give  them  education  fit  for  Christians,  gave  and 
conveyed  unto  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Worcester  certain  messuages, 
houses,  and  gardens,  therein  described  by  their  occupations,  and  stated  to  be 
held  at  rents  amounting  together  to  36/.  2s. ; also  certain  tenements  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Swithin,  then  leased  at  51.  per  annum,  the  profits  of  all  which  said  pre- 
mises, amounting  to  41/.  2s.  (by  mis-reckoning  called  41/.  10s.  in  the  entry) 
were  to  be  disposed  of  as  follows,  viz.  40/.  6 s.  8</.  should  be  yearly  paid  and 
employed  for  the  bringing-up  of  10  poor  male  children,  lawfully  begotten,  being 
all  under  the  age  of  12,  and  above  the  age  of  four  years,  whose  parents  were 
not  able  to  maintain  them ; and  that  some  honest  man  and  his  wife  should  be 
elected  by  the  said  Thomas  Moore  during  his  life,  and  after  his  death  by  Mrs. 
Anne  Moore  during  her  life,  and  after  her  death  by  the  six  governors  and  super- 
visors of  the  free-school  and  almshouses  ; and  for  default  of  them,  by  the  mayor 
and  aldermen,  or  the  greatest  part  of  them  ; which  said  man  and  woman  should 
take  upon  them  to  keep  the  said  10  poor  children  with  lodging,  diet,  washing  and 
apparel,  and  as  they  should  grow  in  strength  whilst  they  were  in  their  keeping, 
should  set  some  of  them,  such  as  should  be  capable,  to  writing  and  reading  at  the 
free-school,  and  set  the  other  unto  such  labour  as  they  should  be  able  to  do  ; and 
that  the  said  man  and  his  wife,  for  their  care  and  pains,  should  dwell,  rent-free, 
in  that  part  of  William  Skelton’s  house  that  was  next  the  well,  and  should 
every  calendar  month  receive  31.  6s.  for  every  child  by  the  month,  and  the 
overplus  of  the  rents  to  go  towards  the  repair  of  the  premises,  if  occasion 
required,  or  else  to  go  to  the  said  poor  man  and  his  wife  for  their  better  main- 
tenance and  keeping  of  the  said  10  poor  children  ; and  if  any  of  the  children 
being  of  the  blood  of  the  said  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  or  Anne  his  wife,  or  either 
of  them,  should  happen  to  have  need  of  such  education,  then  the  child  that 
had  longest  had  such  education,  though  he  should  not  be  12  years  of  age, 
should  within  one  month  depart,  after  petition  made  for  the  same,  by  the  other, 
and  that  the  election  of  those  children  not  being  of  the  blood  should  first  be  of 
such  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin,  as  the  overseers  of  the  same  parish  should 
appoint,  and  for  default  of  such,  then  others  to  be  preferred  that  were  born 
within  the  parish  of  Spetchley,  or  in  default  of  such,  then  such  as  were  born 
in  the  city  of  Worcester,  or  in  default  of  such,  then  such  were  to  be  preferred 
that  were  born  in  the  parish  of  Suckley ; and  the  said  man  and  his  wife  were 
yearly,  on  every  Easter  Monday,  to  give  an  account  in  the  parish-church  of 
St.  Martin,  before  the  six  masters,  or  in  default  of  them,  before  the  mayor 
and  aldermen,  having  notice  given  them  for  that  purpose,  in  the  presence  of 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  same  parish,  what  children 
by  them  had  been  so  educated  and  brought-up,  and  then  and  thither  to  bring 
with  them  such  10  children  so  educated  and  then  in  their  keeping ; and  that  at 
the  next  chamber-meeting  after  every  Easter  quarter  sessions  for  the  city  of 
Worcester,  the  said  deed,  or  a true  copy  thereof,  to  be  publicly  read. 

The  same  book  afterwards  records,  that  in  the  14th  year  of  Charles  the 
First,  for  the  increase  of  the  means  of  the  said  honest  man  and  his  wife  to 
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breed  and  educate  the  said  10  poor  children,  the  said  Mrs.  Ann  Moore  did 
upon  her  death-bed  provide  that  20  nobles  a year  should,  for  ever,  be  settled 
after  the  14th  of  January  1639,  and  paid  by  the  churchwardens  of  St.  Martin 
unto  the  said  man  and  his  wife  in  the  following  manner,  upon  every  Saturday 
throughout  the  year,  2 s.  6d.  for  ever,  and  besides,  for  every  Christmas-even, 
for  ever,  3 s.  4 d.,  wherewith  to  provide  somewhat  extraordinary  for  diet  for 
the  said  poor  children  upon  every  Christmas-day,  which  20  nobles  a year  were 
to  be  paid  out  of  certain  houses  and  lands  in  Much  Cowarn,  in  the  county  of 
Hereford,  then  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Walwyn,  unto  the  churchwardens  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Martin,  at  Christmas  and  Midsummer,  by  equal  portions. 

By  a rental  at  the  foot  of  the  above  entries  it  appears  that  all  the  houses 
described  in  the  above  deed  as  being  without  St.  Martin’s  Gate  were  burnt  down 
and  destroyed  in  the  time  of  the  Civil  War,  and  that  out  of  the  relics  of  the 
donor’s  gifts,  by  the  care  and  industry  of  the  six  governors,  upon  the  site 
thereof,  certain  premises,  therein  enumerated,  had  been  erected. 

In  the  book  of  charities  belonging  to  the  corporation  we  find  the  following 
gift  of  Henry  Goulsburough  thus  recorded  : 

“ Henry  Goulsburough,  some  time  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  deceased,  gave 
unto  the  corporation  of  this  city,  the  sum  of  40/.,  to  be  employed  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  magistrates,  for  the  time  being,  at  the  best  benefit  they  could 
devise  for  the  raising  of  a yearly  profit,  to  be  bestowed  betwixt  three  of  the 
poorest  children  of  the  Free-school  at  Worcester,  so  as  they  should  be  hopeful 
to  prove  scholars,  and  the  same  dividend  to  remain  to  every  of  them  so  long  as 
he  or  they  should  remain  in  the  grammar-school,  not  having  sufficient  means 
or  maintenance  to  live  in  that  fashion  without  it : the  nomination  of  which 
children  to  be  charitably  made  by  the  magistrates  for  the  time  being,  or  the 
greater  part  of  them,  and  so  to  continue  for  ever.” 

The  almshouse  and  school  appear  always,  since  the  gift  of  Thomas  Wild,  to 
have  had  the  benefit  of  the  proceeds  of  some  land  both  in  Great  and  Little 
Pitchcroft,  four  acres  in  Great  Pitchcroft,  and  about  the  same  quantity  in 
Little  Pitchcroft.  They  are  both  of  them  portions  of  a large  open  common 
field,  Little  Pitchcroft,  being  separated  from  Great  Pitchcroft  by  a ditch. 

The  Great  Meadow,  or  Great  Pitchcroft,  is  held  by  the  different  proprietors, 
subject  to  be  thrown  open  every  year  after  the  grass  has  been  cut  down,  from 
old  Midsummer-day  to  old  Candlemas-day  succeeding,  that  is,  from  the  time  of 
the  grass  being  mowed  to  the  time  of  its  being  laid  up  again  for  mowing,  during 
which  time  it  receives  the  cattle  of  the  freemen  of  Worcester,  and  the  bishop’s 
tenants  of  Claine’s  Manor,  and  is  also  used  as  a race-ground.  Little  Pitchcroft 
is  said  to  be  exclusive  property,  and  not  subject  to  any  public  rights.  Upon 
this  last-mentioned  property  there  are  many  coal-yards,  and  accommodations  of 
a commercial  kind  connected  with  the  navigation  of  the  river,  and  it  is  only 
within  the  last  30  years  that  this  land  has  been  turned  to  valuable  account,  by 
being  cleared  of  dunghills  and  other  nuisances. 

The  interest  in  Great  Pitchcroft  is  let  by  the  six  masters  at  eight  guineas 
a year. 

The  land  in  Little  Pitchcroft,  on  account  of  the  particular  uses  alluded  to, 
produces  a rent  of  60/.  per  annum. 

We  do  not  find  that  there  is  any  distinct  gift  of  Youle’s  recognized  in  the 
accounts  of  this  charity,  and  possibly  what  in  the  extract  in  the  book  of  grants 
is  called  Youle’s  Gift,  was  nothing  more  than  the  purchase  made  by  him  for 
the  charity,  with  the  two  gifts  before  mentioned. 

The  premises  above  enumerated  as  being  purchased  by  Youle,  with  the 
gifts  of  Christopher  Heywood  and  Thomas  Prestwood,  are  for  the  most  part  in 
the  possession  of  the  six  masters.  They  hold  two  messuages  in  that  part  of 
Foregate-street  called  the  Tithing;  and  two  messuages  in  Melcheapen-street,  now 
laid  into  one  large  one  ; but  the  acre  in  Horse-lane,  enumerated  among  the  pre- 
mises purchased  by  Youle,  with  Haywood  and  Prestwood’s  gifts,  is  not,  nor 
appears  ever  to  have  been,  in  the  possession  of  the  six  masters.  The  corpora- 
tion have  always  received  the  rent  of  that  acre  by  the  hands  of  their  sheriff;  and 
the  same  will  be  found  among  the  corporation-charities. 

The  six  masters  are  also,  under  the  same  purchase,  in  possession  of  a large 
house  in  the  High-street,  standing  upon  a considerable  area,  and  supposed  to 
have  been  formerly  two  ; and  near  where  the  school  now  stands  there  are  some 
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small  gardens,  occupied  in  part  by  the  schoolmaster,  and  in  part  by  poor  persons, 
as  the  sub-tenants  of  the  lessee  of  the  six  masters. 

The  site  of  the  late  priory  or  nunnery  of  Whistons,  now  called  the  White 
Ladies,  with  the  hereditaments  thereto  belonging,  and  which  appear  bv  the 
management  of  the  above-abstracted  decree  of  the  court  of  wards  and  liveries,  to  have  been"  held 
in  the  year  1613  by  the  said  governors  of  the  hospital,  under  long  leases  from 
the  Callowhills,  is  now  the  property  of  the  charity,  and  by  far  the  most  valuable 
part  of  it.  It  consists  of  about  25  acres  of  land,  upon  which  there  are  two 
considerable  mansions  or  dwelling-houses  now  standing,  the  whole  compre- 
hended under  one  lease. 

Of  the  four  houses  given  by  Mr.  Thomas  Fleet  two  are  now  standing,  but 
the  other  two  were  necessarily  taken  dowrn,  being  in  a state  of  great  decay, 
and  the  corporation  are  now  rebuilding  them  at  their  own  expense,  there  being 
no  money  left  by  Fleet  to  support  the  houses,  or  to  maintain  the  poor  people  in 
them,  except  the  1/.  6s.  8 d.  rentcharge,  which  is  paid  out  of  certain  buildings 
in  Frog-lane. 

The  tenements  which  have  come  to  the  charity  under  Mr.  Moore’s  bounty 
are  six  dwelling-houses,  lying  together  in  Silver-street,  each  with  a small  garden 
attached. 

The  annual  sum  of  61.  13s.  4 d.  is  regularly  paid  every  year  to  six  masters, 
under  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Ann  Moore,  out  of  lands  at  Much  Cowan,  in  Here- 
fordshire. 


The  Income  of  the  Charity  is  now  composed  as  follows : 

The  rents  of  the  two  Pitchcrofts  ------- 

The  two  houses  in  Foregate-street,  that  came  under  the  purchase  of 
Robert  Youle,  are  let  upon  leases  for  41  years,  for  the  two  chief- 
rents  of  1/.  10  s.  and  1/.  5 s.  - 
The  premises  in  Melcheapen-street  pay  a chief-rent  of 
They  are  also  let  upon  a lease  of  41  years. 

For  the  house  in  High-street  a chief-rent  is  paid  of  - 
For  the  little  gardens,  which  are  very  small,  exclusive  of  the  master’s 
occupation  - --  --  --  --  - 

The  practice,  with  regard  to  all  these  premises  coming  under 
Youle’s  purchase,  has  been  to  renew  every  14  years  upon  fines,  but 
the  tenants  have  been  under  engagements  to  repair  and  rebuild, 
and  it  is  alleged  that  they  would  not  have  been  in  their  present 
improved  state  but  in  consequence  of  the  above  mode  of  letting ; 
but  as  they  are  now  in  good  condition,  and  most  of  them  rebuilt,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  year  1816,  a minute  of  which  resolution  appears 
in  the  books  of  the  trustees,  that  the  existing  leases  should  be 
suffered  to  run  out,  and  the  terms  of  letting  in  future  be  confined 
to  21  years,  except  when  any  building  upon  the  premises  was  to  be 
provided  for. 

The  average  of  the  fines  for  28  years  upon  these  premises  will  be  about 
The  White  Ladies  and  premises  above  mentioned  are  held  under 
a lease  of  41  years,  of  which  11  only  remain  unexpired,  at  a chief- 
rent  of  - --  --  --  --  -- 

Three  roods  twenty-seven  perches,  and  seven  tenths  of  a perch,  a part 
of  the  above  premises,  was  sold  to  the  Birmingham  Canal,  for  which 
the  proprietors  of  that  canal  pay  per  annum  - 

The  chief-rent  reserved  upon  the  premises  at  White  Ladies,  before 
it  was  raised  to  40  was  17 1.  and  a thousand  of  tiles  per  annum. 
And  for  other  premises  connected  with  the  White  Ladies,  chief-rents  of 
The  renewals  upon  the  White  Ladies,  and  the  premises  therewith 
connected,  amount,  for  the  same  period,  to  202/.  6s.  In  August 
1800  some  timber  was  sold  off  the  estate  for  100/.  6s  , and  in  1811 
to  the  amount  of  174/.,  making  together  tha  sum  of  274/.  6 s.  If 
the  above  sales  and  the  fines  be  averaged  for  the  28  years  they  would 
afford  about  17 1.  per  annum  ------- 

The  six  houses  in  Silver-street,  coming  under  Moore’s  gift,  are  let  to 
six  tenants,  upon  leases  for  41  years,  upon  chief-rents,  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  - --  --  --  -- 

The  average  amount  of  the  fines  upon  the  property  in  Silver-street  has 
been  about  - --  --  --  -- 

The  rentcharge  issuing  out  of  the  lands  at  Much  Cowan  - 
The  charity  receives  the  two  gifts  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of 
this  Report  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  reduced  by  office-fees  from 
12 1.  os.  8c?.  to  - - 
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The  corporation  pay  2 1.  to  the  charity  annually,  in  respect  of  the 
above-mentioned  gift  of  Henry  Gouldsburough  of  40/.,  which  they 
received,  and  for  the  interest  of  which  they  have  always  considered 
their  funds  chargeable  -------- 

llentcharge  out  of  premises  situate  near  Frogmill  Pond,  charged  by 
Thomas  Fleet  ---------- 

For  two  small  gardens  in  the  Trinity,  55.  each  - 

A part  of  the  balance  to  the  amount  of  300 1.  has  been  lent  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  water-rates  by  way  of  investment,  at  an  interest 
of  five  per  cent  - --  --  --  --  - 
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Putting  therefore  these  sums  together,  the  income  of  the  charity  will  be  shown 
to  have  been  for  the  last  28  or  30  years  about  293 1.  9 s.  9 d.,  to  which  may  be 
added  the  annual  sum  of  1 s.  6 d.  paid  on  the  2d  February  in  every  year  by  the 
vice-chamberlain  of  the  corporation,  in  respect  of  the  donation  of  50 £ by 
Mr.  James  Steward,  as  noticed  among  the  charities  under  the  management  of 
the  corporation. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  leases  have  been  granted  upon  terms  of  sub- 
stantially repairing  or  rebuilding  the  premises,  and  that  the  property  has  been 
considerably  improved  in  value  within  the  last  20  or  30  years,  and  will,  of  course, 
as  the  leases  run  out,  which,  as  before  mentioned,  they  are  now  to  be  left  to  do, 
yield  a considerable  rack-rent. 

The  almshouses  consist  of  a range  of  29  rooms  or  dwellings,  in  a part  of  the 
city  called  the  Great  and  Little  Trinity,  within  the  parishes  of  St.  Swithin 
and  St.  Nicholas.  There  are  29  old  women  inhabiting  these  apartments,  each 
having  one. 


Each  of  these  29  has  65.  the  calendar  month,  amounting  per  annum  to 
They  have  half  a ton  of  coals  each,  amounting,  on  an  average  to  about 
There  is  a very  good  school-room  capable  of  accommodating 
about  50  boys  ; the  number  at  present  is  six,  who  are  educated  and 
clothed. 

The  master’s  and  usher’s  salaries  together  make  - 
To  a man  and  his  wife,  who  live  in  a house  belonging  to  the  charity 
rent-free,  is  paid  4/.  10  s.  a month  for  finding  diet  for  the  six  boys, 
and  washing  their  clothes  ------- 

To  tradesmen  for  clothing  the  six  boys  ------ 

Paid  to  the  man  and  his  w'ife  for  repairing  clothes  - - - - 

Books  and  implements  for  the  school  ------ 

Insurance  - --  --  --  --  -- 

Chief-rent  to  the  dean  and  chapter  ------- 

Average  of  repairs  for  the  last  30  years  ------ 

For  collecting  rents  --------- 

Average  of  law-charges  - --  --  --  - 

£. 


276  18  g 


A debtor  and  creditor-account  of  this  charity  has  been  kept  regularly  for 
upwards  of  100  years,  in  which  the  balances,  when  any  have  existed,  have  been 
regularly  carried  over.  The  accumulations  of  the  balances  have  been  reduced 
by  occasional  investments.  £.  300.  has  already  been  mentioned  as  secured  on 
the  water-rates,  and  the  estate  has  been  surveyed  and  accurately  mapped,  at  an 
expense  of  about  28/.  The  treasurer  is  at  present  in  advance  about  16/.  to  the 
charity. 

It  is  intended  when  the  leases  fall  in,  and  the  income  of  the  estate  is  improved* 
to  increase,  proportionably,  the  provision  for  the  poor  hospitallers  and  the  other 
objects  of  the  charity ; and  as  the  lands  given  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Brown  were 
once,  as  has  been  made  already  to  appear,  in  the  hands  of  the  six  masters  for 
the  benefit  of  the  hospital  and  school,  and  were  without  any  reason,  so  far  as 
now  appears,  many  years  ago  withdrawn  from  those  objects,  and  applied  by  the 
corporation  in  a general  way  for  the  poor  of  the  city,  we  have  suggested  the 
fair  claims  of  this  establishment,  especially  when  the  very  small  subsistence 
Rep.  19.  3 X which 
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Worcester.  which  the  poor  women  at  present  enjoy  is  considered,  to  have  the  rents  of  the 

house  and  lands  called  the  Harp,  the  Windmill  Close,  and  Hangman’s  Acre, 

added  to  the  endowment  of  the  charity ; to  which  suggestion  the  corporation 
have  acceded. 

It  appears  that  about  30  years  ago  the  poor  women  received  only  9 d.  a week ; 
it  has  since  been  increased  to  1 s.  Gd. ; but  the  accession  of  the  rents  of  the  above 
property  coming  from  Margaret  Brown,  amounting  to  69  will  enable  the 
trustees  of  this  charity  still  further  to  increase  the  comforts  of  the  hospitallers. 

The  master  of  the  school  connected  with  this  establishment  teaches  upon  this 
foundation  six  boys  reading  and  writing.  He  has  also  private  pupils,  who  are 
taught  in  the  same  school ; and  ure  understand  he  performs  his  duty  with  respect 
to  the  six  foundation-boys  carefully  and  attentively. 

Bishop  Lloyd’s  Charity. 

Bishop  Lloyd’s  By  an  Indenture,  dated  10th  March  1713,  between  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Charity.  Worcester,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Oxford,  the  then  dean  of 
the  cathedral  church  of  Worcester,  the  Rev.  William  Lloyd,  D.  D.  Chancellor 
of  the  diocese  of  Worcester,  the  Rev.  William  Worth,  archdeacon  of  Worcester, 
the  Rev.  Edward  Chandler,  D.  D.,  Thomas  Wyld,  and  Charles  Cocks,  of  the 
city  of  Worcester,  esquires,  Aaron  Lilley,  mayor  of  the  said  city,  and  Richard 
Lane,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that  the  said  Bishop  of  Worcester,  for  promot- 
ing Christian  knowledge  among  the  children  df  the  poor  inhabiting  in  or  near 
the  said  city,  and  breeding  them  up  to  be  useful  to  the  public,  and  to  be  able  to 
get  their  own  livelihood,  had  determined  to  erect  and  endow  two  charity-schools 
in  the  said  city,  to  be  called  the  Bishop’s  Charity-schools,  one  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  boys,  the  other  of  girls,  in  the  Christian  religion,  and  in  reading  and 
working,  whose  parents  lived  in  or  near  the  said  city,  and  were  unable  to  pay 
for  their  education,  and  that  for  the  better  governing  of  the  schools,  the  said 
bishop  had  made  certain  orders  in  writing,  bearing  even  date  with  the  inden- 
ture now  in  recital ; and  reciting  that  the  said  Bishop  of  Worcester,  by  inden- 
ture, under  his  episcopal  seal,  dated  15th  April  then  last,  and  made  between 
himself  the  said  bishop,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  said  Thomas  Wyld  and  Charles 
Cocks,  of  the  other  part,  had  demised  to  the  said  Thomas  Wyld  and  Charles 
Cocks  all  the  messuage  or  tenement,  buildings,  gardens  and  orchards,  together 
with  divers  parcels  of  land  therein  mentioned,  lying  in  the  parish  of  Aston,  in 
the  county  of  Worcester,  except  the  woods  and  great  trees  then  growing,  or 
which  should  thereafter  grow  in  or  upon  the  said  demised  premises,  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  liberty  for  the  said  bishop  and  his  successors,  and  his  and  their 
assigns,  at  all  seasonable  times,  to  cut  down  and  carry  away  the  same  at  his 
and  their  will  and  pleasure  ; to  hold  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  the 
lives  of  the  three  persons  therein  mentioned,  upon  such  trusts  as  the  said  bishop, 
by  any  deed  or  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal,  should  declare  and  appoint,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  1/.  65.  8 d.  and  one  heriot,  or  20  s.  in  lieu  thereof,  to  be 
delivered  or  paid  to  the  said  bishop  and  his  successors,  upon  the  surrender  or 
decease  of  the  said  Thomas  Wyld  and  Charles  Cocks  : It  is  by  the  same  inden- 
ture witnessed,  that  the  said  bishop  did  thereby  constitute  and  appoint  the  said 
Bishop  of  Oxford,  and  the  other  persons  therein  mentioned,  of  the  second  part, 
and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them  during  their  lives,  and  the  dean  of  the 
said  cathedral,  the  chancellor  of  the  said  diocese,  the  archdeacon  of  the  said  arch- 
deaconry, and  the  mayor  of  the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  to  be  governors 
of  the  said  charity-schools,  and  from  and  after  the  decease  of  the  survivors  of 
them,  the  several  persons  therein  mentioned  of  the  second  part,  the  said  dean, 
chancellor,  archdeacon,  and  mayor  for  the  time  being  alone,  to  be  perpetual 
governors  thereof ; and  it  was  thereby  further  declared,  that  the  demise  ot  the 
premises  above  mentioned  was  made  to  the  said  Thomas  Wyld  and  Charles 
Cocks,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  renew  the  said  lease  from  time  to  time  upon 
the  like  rent  and  heriot,  and  upon  the  trusts  therein  declared ; and  if  it  should 
happen  that  any  successor  or  successors  of  the  said  bishop  should  demand  any 
fine  upon  any  such  new  lease  or  leases,  (which  it  was  hoped  they  would  not), 
then  that  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  they  should  pay  every  such  fine,  together 
with  all  necessary  charges  for  renewals  ; and  that  after  paying  such  charges  of 
renewals,  and  their  own  necessary  costs  and  charges,  the  said  bishop  thereby 
directed  that  the  said  Thomas  Wyld  and  Charles  Cocks,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
should  pav  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises 

0 so 
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so  demised  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  charity-schools  for  the  time  being,  to  be  Worcester, 
disposed  of  for  the  salaries  of  the  master  and  mistress  of  the  said  charity-schools,  — — 

and  for  providing  necessary  books  and  fuel  for  the  said  children,  and  for  such  ^charity^  3 

other  uses  relating  to  the  said  schools,  and  in  such  proportions  as  by  the  said  continued. 

orders  were  or  by  future  orders  should  be  from  time  to  time  declared  ; and  it  » — J 

was  further  provided,  that  after  the  decease  of  either  of  them,  the  said  Thomas 
Wyld  or  Charles  Cocks,  the  survivor  of  them  should,  upon  the  request  of  the 
major  part  of  the  governors  for  the  time  being,  convey  the  said  premises  to 
some  person  to  be  nominated  by  the  said  major  part,  to  the  use  of  himself  and 
such  other  person  or  persons  as  by  the  said  major  part  should  likewise  be  ap- 
pointed, and  their  heirs,  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  then  unexpired,  subject 
to  the  rent  and  covenants  in  the  said  recited  indenture  contained,  and  upon  the 
like  trusts. 

The  rules  and  orders  so  referred  to  in  the  above  deed  are  as  follow  : 


Rules  concerning  the  Master  and  Dame. 

1.  That  they  be  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  frequenting  the  prayers 
and  holy  communion,  free  from  scandal  in  their  lives,  and  orderly  in  their 
families. 

2.  That  they  be  skilful  in  teaching  to  read,  and  have  sufficient  knowledge  of 
the  principles  of  the  Christian  Religion,  and  that  the  master  write  a good  hand, 
and  be  able  to  instruct  the  children  in  arithmetic. 

3.  That  they  be  removable,  or  at  least  that  their  salaries  may  be  stopped  at 
the  discretion  of  the  majority  of  the  trustees. 

4.  That  they  teach  no  other  children  besides  those  named  by  the  trustees,  nor 
take  any  gratuity  from  the  friends  of  those  poor  children  for  teaching. 

5.  That  they  take  care  that  their  school-houses  be  kept  clean  swept,  and  that 
the  children  appear  washed,  combed,  and  clean  in  their  apparel. 

6.  That  a note  be  taken  and  kept  by  the  master  of  all  books  delivered  in  by 
the  trustees  for  the  use  of  each  school,  and  that  he  and  the  dame  be  accountable 
respectively  for  such  books  as  have  been  delivered  to  them  for  the  use  of  the 
schools. 

That  the  name,  parentage,  age  and  parish  of  every  child  elected  into  either 
school,  and  the  time  of  such  child’s  election,  be  registered  by  the  master  in  a 
book  ; as  also  when  such  child  goes  off,  and  how. 


Concerning  the  Children. 

1.  That  the  children  be  chosen  out  of  the  parishes  of  the  city  and  suburbs  of 
Worcester ; and  that  none  be  taken  into  the  schools  under  the  age  of  six  years, 
nor  above  the  age  of  twelve  years,  nor  continue  in  the  schools  above  six  years 
from  the  time  of  their  admission. 

2.  That  they  be  such  whose  parents  are  not  able  to  give  them  education. 

3.  That  the  hours  of  teaching  be,  in  the  mornings,  from  seven  to  eleven, 
between  Candlemas  and  All  Hallowntide,  and  from  eight  to  eleven  from 
All  Hallowntide  to  Candlemas ; in  the  afternoons,  from  one  to  six  from  Lady- 
day  to  Michaelmas,  and  from  one  to  five  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady-day. 

4.  That  there  be  no  breaking  up,  except  one  week  before  each  of  the  three 
great  festivals,  and  one  week  after. 

5.  That  all  the  children  be  taught  the  Church-catechism  three  times  a week  ; 
and  that  as  soon  as  they  can  say  it  perfectly  they  also  learn  some  exposition  of 
it,  such  as  shall  be  thought  by  the  trustees  most  fit  for  their  use. 

6.  That  such  of  the  children  as  are  ready  in  their  catechism  be  catechised 
in  the  church,  as  often  as  the  minister  of  the  parish  shall  appoint. 

7.  That  such  of  them  as  can  read  well  be  taught  to  write  and  cast  accounts 
three  times  a week. 

8.  That  they  shall  all  follow  their  master  and  dame  to  and  from  church  twice 
every  Lord’s-day  and  holiday,  and  once  every  Wednesday  and  Friday,  in  an 
orderly  manner,  and  in  such  habits  as  the  trustees  shall  think  fit  to  clothe  them 
with. 

«9.  That  on  some  Sundays  and  great  festivals,  appointed  by  the  trustees,  they 
come  up  to  college-prayers  and  sermon. 

10.  That  the  master  and  dame  teach  them  how  to  use  their  Bibles  and  Com- 
mon Prayer-books  in  church,  and  see  that  they  use  them  there  accordingly,  and 
that  their  whole  behaviour  there  be  decent  and  reverent. 

3X2 
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11.  That  care  be  taken  for  tuning  their  voices  to  fit  them  to  join  in  the 
singing  psalms. 

12.  That  they  be  taught  prayers  to  use  at  home  morning  and  evening,  and 
graces  before  and  after  meat,  such  of  each  as  the  trustees  shall  approve. 

13.  That  the  schools  be  opened  with  prayers  in  the  morning,  and  concluded 
with  prayers  and  the  singing  a psalm  in  the  evening. 

14.  That  special  care  be  taken  of  their  manners,  and  in  particular  that  God’s 
precepts  against  stealing,  lying,  swearing,  profaning  the  Lord’s-day,  drunkenness, 
unchastity,  and  idleness,  be  often  laid  before  them. 

15.  That  the  names  of  the  children  be  called  over  morning  and  evening,  and 
the  absentees  and  late-comers  noted,  and  a list  of  their  absences  and  gross  faults 
be  laid  before  the  trustees  as  often  as  they  meet. 


To  the  above  rules  regarding  the  children  were  added  the  following 


regulations 


That  a court  of  assistants,  consisting  of  the  ministers  of  each  parish  in  the 
city  and  suburbs  of  Worcester,  and  the  trustees  of  the  workhouse  of  each  parish, 
should  be  desired  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  trustees  to  inform  them  of  such 
children  as  were  real  objects  of  the  charity  in  their  respective  parishes,  and  of 
any  neglect  of  the  master,  or  faults  of  the  scholars,  or  any  other  matter  that 
might  be  of  advantage  or  use  to  the  schools  : That  any  benefactor  who  should 
give  to  the  schools  the  value  of  10/.  yearly,  or  50/.  at  once,  should  be  entitled 
to  an  equal  vote  with  the  trustees  in  the  government  of  the  schools  ; and  such 
as  should  give  40  s.  yearly,  or  10/.  at  once,  might,  if  they  pleased,  be  of  the 
court  of  assistants  : That  at  the  first  opening  of  the  schools  the  scholars  should 
be  all  clothed,  but  that  afterwards,  if  the  revenues  would  not  allow  it,  the 
scholars  admitted  should  not  be  clothed  till  they  had  been  in  the  schools  a twelve- 
month,  or  according  to  their  degrees  of  proficiency,  or  otherwise,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  trustees : That  if  any  parent  should  remove  his  child  without  leave 
of  the  trustees  before  the  child’s  year  was  expired,  the  clothes  of  such  child 
should  be  returned  to  the  master,  for  the  use  of  such  other  child,  as  the  trustees 
should  direct,  in  order  to  which  a promissory -note  should  be  given  by  the  parent 
upon  the  clothing  of  the  child  that  the  clothing  should  be  so  returned  : That  if 
the  charity  should  increase  by  gifts,  the  trustees  should  dispose  of  part  of  the 
surplusage  in  apprenticing  such  of  the  poor  children  as  should  behave  them- 
selves best,  in  case  the  parishes  to  which  they  belonged  would  assist  in  so  good 
a work  : That  the  trustees  should  visit  the  school  at  least  once  in  every  year, 
and  that  at  such  visitation  they  should  have  a public  examination  of  the  children, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  judge  of  their  improvement : That  the  salaries  of  all  employed 
in  teaching  the  children,  and  the  number  of  children,  should  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  trustees,  as  far  as  they  should  find  the  income  would  bear  : 
That  the  ministers  of  the  town  and  suburbs  should  be  desired  to  visit  the 
schools  and  examine  the  improvement  of  the  scholars  as  often  as  their  leisure 
would  allow  them  to  do  it : That  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  schools  should 
be  hung  up  on  a table  in  each  school : That  so  much  of  the  orders  as  related 
to  the  poor  children  should  be  printed,  and  a copy  of  them  given  to  the  parents 
of  every  poor  child  that  should  be  taken  into  either  school ; all  which  rules  and 
orders  appear  to  have  been  signed  by  the  Bishop  of  Worcester. 


The  estate  which  was  the  subject  of  the  bishop’s  settlement  upon  this  charity, 
accrued  to  him  by  an  escheat,  occasioned  by  a murder  committed  by  Thomas 


Symonds,  who  held  the  same  for  lives  under  the  bishop  of  Worcester,  and 


the  bishop  being  unwilling,  as  it  is  recorded,  to  reap  any  benefit  from  what  he 
deemed  the  price  of  blood,  determined  upon  founding  two  charity-schools,  one 
for  boys  and  the  other  for  girls,  with  the  property  so  derived  as  aforesaid, 
and  for  that  purpose  executed  the  above-abstracted  deed  of  the  10th  of 
March  1713. 

What  this  property  was  we  find  ascertained  in  a lease  made  of  the  same,  by 
Brownlow  lord  bishop  of  Worcester,  dated  13th  January  1778,  in  which  it  is 
described  as  being  the  moiety  or  half  dole  of  the  site  of  the  manor  of  Aston 
Episcopi,  in  the  county  of  Worcester  ; also  the  moiety  of  the  lands,  mea- 
dows, leasows,  feedings,  pasture,  and  demesne  lands,  to  the  said  moiety  of  the 

site 
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site  of  the  said  manor  belonging ; and  also  a messuage  and  half-yard  land  there-  Worcester. 

tofore  reputed  to  be  customary  land,  lying  in  the  parish  of  Aston  aforesaid ; . 

and  all  the  arable-lands,  meadows,  and  pasture-grounds  thereunto  belonging,  BlS£°p  Bloyd  s 
and  which  are  in  the  said  Indenture  particularly  set  forth  and  described,  continued. 
amounting  altogether  to  78  a.  3r.  v — — ^ s 

By  a survey  and  map  made  of  the  premises  in  1778,  the  property  above  set 
forth  was  ascertained  by  admeasurement  to  consist  of  70  a.  1 r.  10p.,  a discre- 
pancy that  may  be  accounted  for  by  adverting  to  the  usual  difference  between 
measured  and  computed  acres. 

An  Act  of  Parliament  has  been  very  lately  obtained  for  dividing  and  inclosing 
the  wastes  and' common  fields  of  the  parish  of  Aston  Episcopi;  and  as  the  original 
charity-lands  lay  at  inconvenient  distances  from  each  other,  an  exchange  of 
certain  parts  thereof  for  others  lying  more  convenient  for  occupation,  was 
effected  under  the  authority  of  that  Act.  The  land  so  acquired  by  the 
charity,  added  to  so  much  of  the  original  charity-property  as  was  retained, 
together  with  a small  allotment  from  the  waste,  make  a total  of  about  86  acres, 
the  present  estate  of  the  charity. 

The  property  so  designated  by  Bishop  Lloyd,  as  the  endowment  of  this 
school,  appears  never  to  have  been  adequate  to  its  complete  support ; and  very 
soon  after  the  estate  was  settled  upon  it,  as  above  mentioned,  annual  subscrip- 
tions were  received  for  carrying  it  on,  but  which  appear  to  have  ceased  in  the 
year  1721.  From  that  period  the  school  gradually  declined  till  it  sunk  into 
such  insignificance  that  it  is  now  hardly  known  where  it  was  carried  on,  unless 
it  was  at  a place  called  Trinity-hall,  an  old  building  then  belonging  to  the  cor- 
poration, and  long  since  removed.  It  seems  to  have  been  held  for  some  time  in 
the  house  of  the  schoolmaster,  situate  in  Frog-lane,  where  it  was  most  ineffi- 
ciently conducted  by  a person  so  unfit  for  the  situation  that  it  was  found  ne- 
cessary to  dismiss  him,  which  was  done  in  1778,  and  about  the  same  period  the 
then  trustees  exerted  themselves  to  put  the  school  on  a better  footing,  for  which 
purpose  192/.  6s.  was  raised  by  a subscription  of  the  inhabitants,  of  which  sum 
150/.  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  the  present  school-house,  which  is 
freehold  property,  and  the  remainder  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  50/.  in 
the  three-per-cent  consols.  From  that  time  the  charity  has  been  in  a state  of 
some  efficiency,  and  has  been  aided  by  subsequent  donations. 

Mr.  Charles  Geary,  who  died  about  tbe  year  1796,  left  to  this  charity  the  sum 
of  100/.,  which,  with  some  little  addition  made  to  it  by  the  bounty  of  an  indi- 
vidual, purchased  200/.  stock  in  the  three-per-cent  consols.  It  appears  also  by 
the  accounts,  that  stock  to  the  amount  of  659/.  4*5.  11  d.  has  been  bought  in 
the  same  fund,  with  the  savings  of  the  income  accruing  from  time  to  time, 
which  together  with  the  above-mentioned  200/.  makes  the  present  amount  in 
the  three-per-cent  consols  859/.  4s.  11  d.,  now  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Rev. 

Thomas  Lloyd  Baker. 

Mr.  Baker  the  treasurer  has  also  a 100/.  exchequer-bill  in  trust  for  the 
charity. 

To  these  amounts  we  have  also  to  add  a gift  of  Mr.  Thomas  Lloyd , who  died 
in  the  year  1755,  and  directed  by  his  Will,  that  within  five  years  next  after  his 
decease  his  executors  should  invest  as  much  money  in  the  three-per-cent- 
consols  as  would  purchase  420/.  in  the  names  of  persons  mentioned  by  him, 
upon  trust,  that  they  should  apply  the  interest,  with  the  approbation  of  the  trus- 
tees, in  clothing  as  many  of  the  poor  children  of  the  said  charity-schools,  either 
boys  or  girls,  as  the  same  would  extend  to,  (such  clothing  to  be  in  the  uniforms 
already  settled  for  them,  with  the  mitre  on  the  buttons  and  on  the  caps  of  the 
boys,  and  a mitre  on  the  left  arm  of  the  girls)  ; and  he  further  directed  that 
a deed  of  trust  should  be  executed  by  his  three  nephews,  or  the  survivor  of  them, 
to  be  enrolled  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  city  of  Worcester, 
declaring  the  trusts  thereof,  with  a covenant  that  upon  the  death  of  any  of  them 
a new  trustee  should  be  added,  who  should  be  a descendant  of  Bishop  of  Lloyd 
(if  any  in  existence),  and  that  the  said  420/.  should  be  transferred  into  the  name 
of  such  new  trustee,  so  that  there  should  be  always  two  trustees  of  the  family  of 
Bishop  Lloyd,  if  any  were  then  existing,  and  if  not,  to  such  trustees  as  the  dean, 
chancellor,  archdeacon,  and  mayor  of  Worcester  for  the  time  being  should 
appoint. 
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The  last  lease  that  was  made  of  the  premises  settled  upon  the  charity 
by  the  founder  was  for  20  years,  and  terminated  about  11  years 
ago;  the  rent  reserved  upon  which  was  36/.  per  annum  the  first 
three  years,  and  38/.  for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  Since  the  expi- 
ration of  that  lease  it  has  been  held  over  by  the  representative  of  the 
lessee  till  the  present  time,  at  an  annual  rent  of  40  /.  The  reason 
given  for  the  low  rent  reserved  was  the  scattered  condition  of  the 
property  ----------- 

A lease  is  now  preparing  to  the  person  already  in  possession 
for  21  years,  at  the  increased  rent  of  80/.,  with  an  allowance  to 
the  lessee  of  10/.  per  annum  for  the  three  first  years,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  draining  the  land  and  putting  it  in  complete  order ; 
the  terms  of  which  lease  were  settled  on  the  valuation  of  a 
respectable  surveyor. 

The  amount  of  the  dividend  on  the  stock  of  859/.  4 s.  11  d. 

Dividends  on  the  420 l.  --------- 

Interest  on  exchequer-bill  -------- 


[County  0^ 

£.  s.  d. 


40  - - 


25  15  6 

12  12  - 
2 10  - 


The  master’s  salary 
His  wife 

Chief-rent  to  the  bishop 


Expenditure  : 


Insurance  -------- 

The  repairs  for  the  estate  may  be  about  per  annum  - 


£. 

80  17  6 

_ 

20  - - 

10  - - 

1 6 8 

um 

18  10  - 

- 5 - 

• 

5 - - 

£. 

00 

r-4 

10 

10 

From  the  above  statement  of  the  income  and  expenditure  there  appear  to 
have  been  large  surpluses,  but  there  have  been  also  large  investments,  as  has 
been  shown,  in  the  funds.  Although  Bishop  Lloyd  seems  to  have  contem- 
plated a relinquishment  of  the  fines  on  the  part  of  his  successors,  it  does 
not  appear  that  such  concessions  have  been  usually  made  to  the  charity.  The 
improved  value  of  two  years  has  been  generally  taken.  The  fine  upon  the  last 
renewal  was  80/. 

The  award  of  the  commissioners  upon  the  inclosure  above  alluded  to  is  not 
yet  perfected,  and  the  treasurer  is  under  the  necessity  of  keeping  a reserve  in 
liis  hands  for  defraying  the  calls  which  are  yet  to  be  made  upon  him  for  the 
expenses  of  the  Act. 

Some  timber  was  lately  cut  down  upon  the  premises  by  the  authority  of  the 
bishop,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  which  50  /.  was  by  him  presented  to  the  charity. 
Regular  accounts  have  been  kept  by  the  treasurer,  and  audited  by  the  trustees 
up  to  the  year  1820. 

Sixteen  boys  and  eight  girls  are  considered  the  complement  of  the  school, 
and  there  are  generally  that  number.  The  master  teaches  the  boys  to  read, 
write,  and  cast  accounts  ; and  the  mistress,  who  is  his  wife,  teaches  the  girls  to 
read,  write,  cipher,  and  work  with  their  needle.  The  wife  appears  to  give 
satisfaction  in  her  department,  but  we  are  informed  that  the  master  has  of  late 
been  frequently  intoxicated,  and  that  the  trustees  intend,  without  delay,  to 
hold  a meeting,  to  consider  of  the  steps  proper,  under  such  circumstances,  to  be 
adopted. 


Shewringe’s  Hospital. 

Shewringe’s  By  an  Indenture,  dated  14th  October  1702,  made  between  Thomas  Shetc- 
Hospital,  ringe,  one  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  of  the  one  part,  and 

Thomas  Bearcroft  and  others  therein  mentioned  as  trustees,  of  the  other  part, 
reciting  that  the  said  Thomas  Shewringe  had  erected  six  almshouses  or  habita- 
tions for  six  poor  widows,  or  poor  ancient  maidens,  in  the  tithing  of  Whistons, 
adjoining  to  the  city  of  Worcester  (now  called  Shewringe’s  Hospital) ; it  is 
witnessed,  that  for  the  considerations  therein  mentioned  the  said  Thomas  Shew- 
ringe did  grant,  enfeoff  and  confirm  unto  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part, 
the  said  almshouses,  with  their  appurtenances,  and  also  the  garden  or  piece  of 
garden-ground  lying  behind  or  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  almshouses ; and 
also  a messuage  or  tenement  and  garden-ground  in  the  tithing  of  Whistons 
aforesaid,  near  the  said  almshouses,  and  then  let  at  9/.  per  annum  ; a mes- 
suage or  tenement  situate  in  the  parish  of  Welland,  in  the  county  of  Wor- 
cester, and  the  buildings,  outhouses  and  gardens  belonging  thereto ; two 
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closes  of  pasture-ground  adjoining  to  the  last-mentioned  tenement,  containing 
by  estimation  three  acres  ; a piece  or  parcel  of  land  called  Shutfield,  lying  in 
Welland  aforesaid,  containing  by  estimation  eight  acres,  divided  by  a brook 
from  a meadow  called  West  Meadow ; certain  closes  or  grounds,  containing 
by  estimation  30  acres,  called  Churchend  Grounds,  being  part  of  a certain 
farm  and  lands  formerly  called  Stoakes  Farm,  and  afterwards  Wapoles,  lying 
in  Welland  aforesaid,  and  extending  from  the  Queen’s  Highway,  leading  from 
the  church  of  W elland  to  a brook  there  on  the  south-east  part  thereof ; two 
parcels  of  meadow-ground,  commonly  called  the  Rough  Moor,  containing  by 
estimation  five  acres,  having  the  said  brook  on  the  east  part ; two  pieces  of 
arable-land,  called  Pitt  Closes,  containing  by  estimation  five  acres,  in  Welland 
aforesaid  ; and  a piece  of  arable-land  containing  by  estimation  one  acre,  situate 
in  a common  field  called  the  Meers  in  Welland  aforesaid,  with  the  trees,  woods, 
underwoods  and  hereditaments  to  the  same  belonging ; all  which  premises, 
were  then  let  at  a rent  of  30/.  per  annum,  to  hold  the  same  to  the  said  parties 
of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  that  they  whom  the 
said  Thomas  Shewringe  did  thereby  appoint  to  be  governors  and  supervisors  of 
the  said  almshouses,  and  their  successors  in  the  said  trusts,  should,  out  of  the 
clear  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  several  tenements,  lands  and  premises, 
keep  and  maintain  the  said  six  almshouses  in  good  repair,  and  make  use  of  the 
same  only  for  the  habitations  of  six  poor  widows,  or  poor  ancient  maidens,  of 
honest  conversation  and  reputation  to  dwell  in,  and  that  they  should  suffer  such 
poor  women  as  had  been  put  in  by  the  said  Thomas  Shewringe,  and  should  be 
living  there  at  his  death,  to  remain  there  during  their  lives,  and  should  every 
week  pay  unto  each  of  them  25.  towards  their  support;  and  that  they  the  said 
trustees,  governors  and  supervisors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  within 
14  days  next  after  the  decease  of  any  of  the  said  poor  women,  elect  out  of  the 
several  parishes  and  places  therein  and  hereinafter  mentioned  some  other  such 
like  poor  widow  or  ancient  maiden  to  inhabit  the  said  almshouses,  and  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  said  2 s.  per  week  during  her  life  so  that  the  number  of  six 
might  be  always  continued  therein.  And  it  was  further  declared,  that  the  said 
poor  widows  or  ancient  maidens  so  to  be  elected  should,  one  of  them  always 
be  one  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  parish  of  St.  S within,  in  the  city  of  Worcester, 
one  other  of  them  in  the  parish  of  All  Saints,  in  the  same  city,  one  other  of 
them  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew,  in  the  said  city,  one  other  of  them  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Helen,  in  the  said  city,  one  other  of  them  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Clement,  in  the  said  city,  and  the  other  of  them  in  the  said  tithing  of 
Whistons,  in  the  said  county  of  Worcester,  and  that  the  kindred  and  relations 
of  the  founder,  if  wanting  the  relief,  should  be  preferred  in  the  respective 
parishes.  And  it  was  further  declared,  that  if  there  should  be  any  overplus 
after  the  said  payments,  that  the  same  should  be  kept  as  a stock  to  be  made 
use  of  as  occasion  should  require  for  the  repairs  of  the  said  almshouses,  and  the 
messuages  and  tenements  aforesaid.  And  that  in  case  of  the  death  or  incapacity 
of  any  of  the  said  trustees,  the  survivors  should  nominate  and  appoint  others, 
being  persons  of  honest  and  good  reputation,  and  residing  within  the  said  city 
of  Worcester,  to  succeed  to  the  trust.  And  the  trustees  were  by  the  said  deed 
also  empowered  to  make  such  constitutions  and  ordinances  for  the  government 
of  the  said  charity,  and  the  management  of  the  said  estate,  as  they  should 
think  reasonable  from  time  to  time. 

The  trustees  have  been  regularly  renewed,  and  conveyances  executed  for 
transferring  the  estates  to  the  new  trustees,  the  last  of  which  is  dated  25th 
April  1821.  The  surviving  trustees  are  the  Rev.  Richard  Grape,  Edward 
Oldnall  senior,  Edward  Oldnall  junior,  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Newport,  and  Lockhart 
Johnstone,  esquire. 

The  premises  in  the  city  of  Worcester  given  by  the  before-mentioned  founda- 
tion-deed now  consist  of  a dwelling-house,  situate  next  to  the  said  almshouses 
called  Shewringe’s  Hospital,  and  certain  warehouses,  fitted  up  for  the  business 
of  a coachmaker,  adjoining  thereto. 

A survey  of  the  estate  situate  at  Welland  was  made  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber 1791,  according  to  which  the  land  so  situate  amounts  to  53a.  1r.  19r., 
exceeding  by  one  acre  the  estimated  quantity  set  forth  in  the  description  of  the 
parcels  in  the  deed  of  gift  before  mentioned. 

This  land  is  partly  arable,  and  partly  meadow  or  pasture,  and  is  now  let  in 
one  farm  to  Mr.  Richard  Bright  for  a term  of  21  years,  which  will  expire  in  the 
year  1830,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  84/.,  which  rent  was  settled  by  a surveyor. 
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The  houses  and  premises  in  Worcester  are  let  to  Mr.  John  Blew  for  21  years, 
by  a lease,  dated  30th  June  1813,  at  the  rent  of  651.,  which  rent  was  also  fixed, 
by  a surveyor. 

Mr.  John  Blew  was  the  personal  representative  of  a Mr.  Dorrell,  who  held 
the  same  premises  under  a lease  for  99  years,  at  the  low  rent  of  8/.  per  annum, 
which  lease  was  set  aside  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  ; but  as  it  appeared  that 
considerable  sums  had  been  laid  out  upon  the  premises  in  expectation  of  the 
continuance  of  the  said  lease,  the  Court  recommended  that  the  new  lease  should 
be  made  upon  terms  having  regard  to  such  circumstance.  At  the  expiration  of 
the  present  lease  it  is  expected  that  a considerable  increase  of  rent  may  be 
obtained. 

The  whole  income  of  the  charity  appears  from  what  has  been  stated  to  be 
149/.  per  annum. 

The  hospital  is  a brick  edifice,  with  three  sides,  and  is  open  to  the  street.  It 
is  now  inhabited  by  six  old  and  infirm  women,  answering  the  description  in  the 
foundation-deed.  Each  of  the  poor  women  has  one  apartment,  which  she 
furnishes  for  herself,  except  the  fixtures. 


Their  pay  is  8 s.  each,  weekly,  making  together  an  annual  payment  of  - 
The  annual  repairs,  and  putting  the  apartments  in  order  when  new 
persons  succeed,  amount  to  about  ------ 

Besides  which  the  trustees  pay  land-tax  ------ 

And  insurance  - --  --  --  --  - 


£.  s.  d. 
124  16  - 

7 _ - 

4 4- 

- l 6 


Making  together  annually  about 


- £. 


136 


6 


An  account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  has  been  kept  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  charity,  and  the  yearly  balances  regularly  carried  over,  but 
no  investments  of  the  balances  appear  to  have  been  made.  The  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  trustees  at  the  last  settlement  in  December  182G,  was  136/.  18s.  8 \d., 
out  of  which  the  expense  of  a conveyance,  upon  the  renewal  of  the  trustees, 
must  soon  be  defrayed,  and  it  will  then  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  trus- 
tees what  further  addition  the  then  existing  state  of  the  funds  will  admit  of  to 
the  pay  of  the  ahnspeople. 

There  is  a stone  under  the  window  of  each  of  the  apartments  in  the  hospital, 
on  which  is  inscribed  the  name  of  the  parish  out  of  which  the  person  to  be 
admitted  into  that  apartment  upon  a vacancy  is  to  be  elected,  but  which  is 
alleged  not  to  be  regularly  attended  to  on  every  vacancy. 


PARISH  OF  ST.  NICHOLAS. 

Steynor’s  Charity. 

St.  Nicholas,  In  an  old  book  of  accounts  kept  by  the  churchwardens  of  this  parish,  now 
~ , remaining  in  the  parish-chest,  and  commencing  about  the  beginning  of  the  last 

e>no.  s larit}.  cenf-m.y}  ^ js  stated,  under  the  head  of  Mr.  Steynor’s  gift,  that  Mr.  Steynor  for- 
merly gave  five  almshouses,  which  were  then  coverted  into  eight,  adjoining  to 
St.  Nicholas  church-yard,  to  certain  feoffees,  and  their  heirs,  for  ever,  who 
placed  poor  people  of  the  said  parish  therein  from  time  to  time,  but  such 
feoffment  cannot  now  be  found. 

It  is  also  stated  under  the  head  of  Mr.  Steynor’s  gift,  in  the  same  book,  that 
a house  in  Beardport,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew,  was  then  let  by  the  parish 
of  St.  Nicholas,  to  Mr.  James  Smith,  at  305.  per  annum,  and  the  rent  paid  by 
the  churchwardens  to  the  eight  poor  people  living  in  the  said  almshouses,  by 
equal  portions,  at  Christmas  and  Easter ; and  that  the  rent  of  another  house  ill 
Cooken-street,  in  the  said  parish  of  St.  Andrew,  then  let  at  1/.  155.  per  annum, 
was  also  paid  in  the  same  manner. 

And  it  was  further  stated  that  two  houses  in  Warmster’s  slip  in  the  said 
city  were  then  inhabited  by  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew,  for  which 
the  parish-officers  paid  25.  per  week,  making  51.  45.  per  annum,  to  the  parish  of 
St.  Nicholas,  and  that  out  of  these  rents  an  annual  payment  of  I85.  8 d.  was 
made  to  the  parish  of  St.  Helen,  in  the  said  city,  and  that  the  residue  of  the 
said  rents  was  distributed  among  the  poor  people  in  the  said  almshouses,  at  the 

discretion 
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discretion  of  the  parishioners,  on  the  1st  of  February  and  1st  of  August 
annually,  in  equal  portions. 

The  almshouses  above  mentioned  are  stated  in  the  same  book  to  have  been 
afterwards  pulled  down  about  the  time  when  the  church  was  re-built,  to  enlarge 
the  church-yard  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  vestry,  dated  27th  April  1736. 

By  a subsequent  statement  in  the  same  account-book  it  appears  that  the 
house  in  Beardport  was,  together  with  a cottage  in  Jail-lane,  given  to  the  rector 
of  the  said  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  exchange  for  a house  in  the  Salt-market, 
(part  of  the  glebe-lands)  which  had  been  ordered  by  the  corporation  to  be 
taken  down.  The  detail  of  which  transactions  is  stated  in  a minute  made  in 
the  vestry-book  of  the  said  parish,  dated  19th  November  1734,  whereby,  after 
reciting  that  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Worcester  had  lately  made  an  order 
for  pulling  down  the  building  theretofore  erected  for  a salt-market,  it  was 
ordered,  that  in  case  the  rector  of  the  said  parish  would  take  down  a messuage 
adjoining  to  the  said  salt-market,  which  was  part  of  the  glebe  belonging  to  the 
said  rectory,  and  could  not  be  taken  down  without  the  said  rector  having  an 
equivalent  for  the  same,  and  the  consent  of  the  patron  of  the  church,  which 
was  afterwards  obtained,  the  said  messuage  or  tenement  in  Beardport,  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Andrew,  and  a cottage  in  Jail-lane,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas, 
should  be  given  to  the  then  rector  of  St.  Nicholas  and  his  successors,  in  ex- 
change for  the  said  messuage  so  being  part  of  the  glebe  as  aforesaid ; and  that 
the  feoffees  of  the  said  houses  belonging  to  the  said  parish  should  convey  the 
same  accordingly ; and  it  was  also  ordered,  that  the  said  rector  should  be 
allowed  such  part  of  the  materials  of  the  said  glebe-house  as  should  be  neces- 
sary for  the  building  of  a vestment-room  to  the  church,  and  a small  additional 
building  to  the  parsonage-house,  which  arrangement  was  carried  into  execution, 
as  before  mentioned. 

The  parish  of  St.  Nicholas  is  still  in  possession  of  the  house  in  Cooken-street, 
and  the  two  houses  in  Warmster’s  slip,  in  which  the  parish-officers  place  the 
poor  of  the  said  parish,  in  respect  of  which  the  parish  is  considered  liable  to 
the  payment  of  the  following  sums,  in  the  nature  of  rents,  viz.  SI.  per  annum 
in  respect  of  the  house  in  Cooken-street,  and  51.  4s.  in  respect  of  the  other 
two  houses  before  mentioned,  which  payments  are  regularly  made  out  of  the 
poor-rates  of  the  said  parish  and  after  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  18  s.  8 d.  to 
the  parish  of  St.  Helen  ; the  balance,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  7/.  5s.  4 d.,  is 
distributed  by  the  churchwardens  of  St.  Nicholas  among  eight  poor  persons 
of  the  said  parish  equally,  on  account  of  the  said  charity  called  Steynor’s 
charity. 

These  eight  poor  persons  are  nominated  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens 
of  the  said  parish,  and  as  they  die  the  vacancies  are  filled  up  by  the  same 
persons. 

The  distribution  of  this  and  of  the  other  charities  in  St.  Nicholas’s  parish  is 
regulated  and  controlled  by  the  rector  of  the  parish,  who  enters  a list  of  all 
the  persons  receiving  any  benefit  from  any  of  the  charities  belonging  to  the 
parish  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose,  under  their  several  heads,  in  which  list 
the  ages,  residences,  and  characters  of  the  several  objects  relieved,  and  the 
state  of  their  families,  are  specified  ; — a practice  worthy  of  imitation. 


St.  Nicholas. 


Stoynor’s  Charity, 
continued. 
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William  Solley’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  the  benefaction  table  in  the  church  that  Mr.  William  Solley , William  Solley’s 
late  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  brewer,  gave  to  the  poor  of  St.  Nicholas’  parish,  Chanty, 
one  ton  of  pit-coals  to  five  poor  men  and  five  poor  women,  to  each  a draught, 
the  week  before  Christmas,  and  in  the  year  1636  charged  it  out  of  the  rents 
of  a messuage  in  the  Caynes-street,  formerly  in  the  possession  of  Walter  Newie, 
afterwards  of  Edward  Jackson,  but  now  of  John  Savage  and  Mrs.  Pinner 
1781.” 

The  will  of  Mr.  William  Solley  is  set  forth  among  the  corporation-charities. 

The  ton  of  pit  coal  is  paid  for  by  the  owner  of  the  said  premises,  and  dis- 
tributed as  directed  every  year. 

Edward  Elvine’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  an  old  book  belonging  to  the  said  parish,  containing  an  ac-  Edward  Elvine’s 
count  of  the  gifts  to  the  same,  and  also  on  the  benefaction  table  before  men-  Charity, 
tioned,  that  Mr.  Edward  Elvine  gave  an  annuity  of  1/.  65.,  for  ever,  charged 
Rep.  19.  3 Y upon 
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upon  a house,  situate  opposite  St.  Nicholas’-church,  to  be  distributed  among 
poor  people,  in  bread,  at  the  rate  of  6 cl.  per  week,  every  Lord’s-day. 

This  1 A 6 s.  has  been  regularly  paid  to  the  churchwardens  by  the  owner  of 
the  house  aforesaid,  the  situation  of  which  is  well  known. 

The  distribution  of  the  bread  is  made  on  every  Sabbath-day,  together  with 
the  other  bread-charities  belonging  to  the  said  parish,  the  rector  remaining  in 
the  church  to  superintend  the  distribution,  and  to  see  that  no  person  partakes 
of  the  said  charities  who  has  not  attended  Divine  Service ; but  if  any  persons 
are  kept  from  attending  the  church  by  sickness,  some  neighbour  is  allowed  to 
take  the  bread  home  to  them. 

Thomas  Eaton’s  Charity. 

The  benefaction  table,  and  also  the  said  old  book  of  charities,  mention,  that 
Mr.  Thomas  Eaton , gave  an  annuity  of  1/.  65.,  for  ever,  charged  upon  a 
house  in  the  Foregate-street,  for  bread,  to  be  distributed  among  poor  people, 
at  6 d.  per  week,  every  Lord’s-day. 

This  house  is  also  well  known,  and  the  rentcharge  regularly  paid  by 
Mr.  Tims,  the  present  occupier. 

It  is  under  the  same  distribution  and  superintendence  as  the  last  mentioned 
charity. 

John  Stirrop’s  Charity. 

John  Stirrop,  by  his  Will,  dated  15th  January  1681,  directed  that  out  of  the 
rents  of  his  two  freehold  messuages  in  Angel-lane  therein  mentioned,  20 s.  per 
annum,  for  ever,  should  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Nicholas,  towards  the  placing  out  an  apprentice  every  other  year. 

The  two  houses  so  charged  are  situate  in  Angel-street,  and  the  particular 
abuttals  and  boundaries  are  set  forth  in  the  old  book  of  benefactions  before 
mentioned. 

This  annuity  of  20s.  appears  by  the  accounts  of  the  churchwardens  to  be 
regularly  paid  and  applied,  together  with  the  other  charities  given  for  the  same 
purpose. 

Richard  Blurton’s  Charity. 

Benefaction  Table. — “ Mr.  Richard  Blurton  gave  10s.  per  annum,  for  ever, 
out  of  a meadow  at  the  White  Ladies,  near  the  city  of  Worcester,  called  the 
White  Lady  Close,  to  be  given  to  10  poor  people  in  bread,  5 s.  to  weavers,  and 
5s.  to  weavers  widows,  by  1 s.  a-piece.” 

This  annuity  is  regularly  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  land,  and  applied  in  the 
general  distribution  of  bread  before  mentioned. 

Charities  of  George  Bagnall,  of  Wick,  William  Bagnall,  George 

Bagnall,  of  London,  Nicholas  Bagnall,  Henry  Baker,  and  Sarah 

his  wife,  John  Watton,  and  Eleanor  his  wife,  Clement  Writer,  and 

Joyce  Shusmith. 

By  an  Indenture,  dated  31st  July  1684,  made  between  Edmund  Norden  of 
the  one  part,  and  Francis  Haynes,  esq.,  then  mayor  of  Worcester,  and  divers 
other  persons  therein  described,  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  in 
the  same  city,  of  the  other  part;  reciting,  that  George  Bagnall,  late  of  Wick, 
in  the  county  of  Worcester,  did  by  his  Will,  dated  17th  April  1680,  give  the 
sum  of  40/.,  to  be  employed  by  his  nephews,  William  Bagnall  and  Harry  Green, 
in  buying  an  annuity,  or  house  and  lands,  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  con- 
tinue, for  ever,  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of  St.  Nicholas  in 
manner  following,  to  wit ; in  buying  coals  for  12  poor  aged  people  of  the  said 
parish,  being  widowers  or  widows,  which  had  not  followed  the  trades  of  weaving, 
walking,  or  clothing ; and  after  the  death  of  the  said  Harry  Green,  the  same 
to  be  bestowed  by  the  minister  of  St.  Nicholas  for  the  time  being  ; which  poor 
people  were  not  to  be  displaced  during  their  lives  if  they  continued  widowers 
or  widows  ; and  that  at  the  death  or  marriage  of  any  of  them,  another  in  his  or 
her  place  should  be  chosen  by  the  minister  of  the  parish  aforesaid  ; and  reciting 
that  the  said  William  Bagnall  had  also  given  30 1.  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  said 
manner  as  the  said  40/.  above  mentioned,  which  two  charities  amounted  together 
to  70/. ; and  also  reciting,  that  George  Bagnall,  brother  of  William  Bagnall, 
had  given  to  the  poor  of  the  same  parish  20/.,  and  that  Nicholas  Bagnall, 
another  brother  of  William,  had  given  to  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  10/.  ; and 
also'  reciting,  that  Henri).  Baker  and  Sarah  his  wife,  therein  mentioned,  had 
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given  to  the  poor  of  the  same  parish  20/. ; and  that  John  Walton  and  Eleanor  St.  Nicholas, 

his  wife  had  given  to  the  poor  of  the  same  parish  8 /.  ; Clement  Writer  — - 
to  the  poor  of  the  same  parish,  10/.,  and  Joyce  Shusmith , to  the  poor  of  Cbag^ie^a'j[  ^®orge 
the  same  parish  5 /.,  all  which  last-mentioned  six  gifts  amounted  together  continued. 

to  the  sum  of  73/.,  the  interest  of  which  was  to  be  given  in  bread  every  ^ - 

Sabbath-day  proportionably  to  such  people  inhabiting  within  the  said  parish 
who  constantly  frequented  the  church ; it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  Ed- 
mund Norden,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  143/.,  being  the  amount  of 
the  whole  of  the  said  gifts,  did  release  and  convey  to  the  said  Francis  Haynes 
and  others,  the  parties  thereto,  of  the  second  part,  all  the  three  several  parcels 
of  arable,  meadow,  pasture,  and  wood-lands  and  grounds,  situate  in  the  parish 
of  Cradley,  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  therein  described  as  follows,  viz.  ; all 
that  parcel  of  arable  and  pasture-ground  then  divided  into  two  parts  or  more, 
whereon  a cottage  did  theretofore  stand,  and  wherein  one  Edward  Moore  did 
then  dwell,  containing  11  acres  by  estimation,  commonly  called  Orley  Leasow  ; 
and  also  one  other  parcel  of  land  commonly  called  Astwood,  and  all  other 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  then  in  the  possession  of  John  Clarke, 
alias  Shuster,  as  tenant  to  the  said  Edmund  Norden,  to  hold  the  said  lands, 
hereditaments  and  premises  to  the  said  Francis  Haynes  and  others,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  for  ever,  to  the  uses  after  mentioned,  viz.,  as  to  one  moiety  of 
the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  to  be  distributed  on  every 
Sabbath-day  proportionably  to  such  poor  people  as  should  inhabit  within  the  said 
parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  who  constantly  frequented  the  church,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  ; and  the  other  moiety  of  the 
rents  and  profits  thereof  to  be  laid  out  in  buying  coals  for  12  poor  aged  people 
of  the  same  parish  being  widowers  or  widows,  and  which  had  not  followed  the 
trades  of  weaving,  walking,  or  clothing,  the  same  to  be  bestowed  by  the 
minister  of  the  said  parish  of  St.  Nicholas  for  the  time  being,  for  ever,  upon 
every  St.  Thomas’s-day. 

A survey  and  plan  were  made  of  this  estate  about  the  year  1812,  by  which 
the  quantity  of  the  land  was  ascertained  to  be  31a.  2r.  Ip.  This  survey  and 
plan  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  rector  of  the  said  parish. 

A lease  was  soon  afterwards  made  of  the  said  premises  by  the  said  trustees 
•bearing  date  12th  April  1812,  for  the  term  of  14  years,  commencing 
from  the  2d  of  February  preceding,  at  the  rent  of  40/.  per  annum,  the 
tenant  covenanting  to  pay  all  taxes  except  land-tax,  and  to  keep  the  gates 
and  fences  in  repair  upon  being  allowed  rough  timber  for  such  purpose,  such 
timber  to  be  set  out  by  the  feoffees  ; but  it  was  afterwards  found  necessary,  on 
the  decline  in  the  value  of  agricultural  produce,  to  make  the  tenant  an  abate- 
ment, and  in  1818  the  rent  was  reduced  to  30/. 

There  was  also  in  the  year  1812  a quantity  of  timber  on  the  estate,  which 
was  then  cut  down  and  sold,  and  produced  the  net  sum  of  280/.  19. s.  6d., 
which  sum,  together  with  7 /.  Os.  6d.  added  thereto  by  the  parish,  to  make  up 
the  sum  of  288/.,  was  afterwards  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a piece  of  land, 
containing  by  admeasurement  2264  square  yards,  exclusive  of  roads,  situate  at 
Rainbow  Hill,  in  the  parish  of  Claines,  adjoining  to  the  said  city  of  Worcester, 
and  which  piece  of  land  was,  by  indentures  bearing  date  23d  and  24th  June 
1812,  in  consideration  of  the  said  sum,  conveyed  by  Robert  Felton  and  Richard 
Evans,  the  vendors  thereof,  to  James  Wakeman,  esq.  and  others,  parishioners 
of  the  said  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  feoffees  of  the  other  lands  belonging  to 
the  said  parish,  to  hold  to  them  and  their  heirs,  to  the  several  charitable  uses 
and  purposes  expressed  in  the  several  wills  of  the  respective  donors  above 
mentioned. 

A building  lease  of  this  estate  was  afterwards  granted  by  the  said  feoffees, 
dated  24th  June  1812,  to  Robert  Hullah  therein  mentioned,  for  40  years,  at 
151.  per  annum,  in  which  lease  the  tenant  covenanted  to  lay  out  the  sum  of 
300  /.  in  buildings,  and  keeping  them  in  repair,  and  also  to  insure  the  same. 

The  present  rents  of  the  estates  at  Cradley  and  Rainbow  Hill  aforesaid, 
amount  together  to  the  sum  of  45/.  per  annum,  which  are  received  by  the  said 
feoffees.  No  separate  account  of  the  application  of  this  fund  appears  to  have 
been  kept,  the  same  being  blended  in  the  churchwardens  books  with  the 
receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  other  parochial  trust-funds.  But  upon  the 
satement  in  the  said  parish  accounts  it  appears  that  a sum  equal  to  one  moietv 
«f  the  clear  rents  and  profits  of  the  above-mentioned  estates  is  expended  in  the 
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distribution  of  weekly  bread  on  every  Sabbath-day,  among  such  of  the  poor 
people  as  live  in  the  parish,  and  constantly  frequent  the  church,  and  the  other 
moiety  of  the  said  rents  and  profits  is  laid  out  by  the  officers  of  the  said  parish 
in  buying  coals,  which  are  distributed  among  poor  aged  people  of  the  said 
parish,  being  widows  or  widowers,  upon  St.  Thomas’s-day  annually. 


Nicholett’s  Charity. 

Nicholett’s Charity.  Upon  a benefaction  table  in  the  parish-church  it  is  stated,  that  “ Mr.  Nicholetts 
gave  to  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Worcester  20 s.,  to  be  yearly  distributed  in  the 
cathedral  church  of  Worcester,  on  the  morrow  after  Ascension-day,  to  such 
poor  and  indigent  people  of  the  said  city  as  the  officers  in  every  parish  in  the 
said  city  shall  conceive  to  have  most  need ; the  like  sum  to  the  parish  of  Aven- 
bury  yearly,  and  has  charged  his  estate  for  the  payment  of  the  same  for  ever. 
His  will  bears  date  12th  May  1684  ; he  died  in  1690.” 

The  annuity  last  above  mentioned  is  regularly  paid,  by  the  proprietor  of  the 
estate  charged,  to  the  officers  of  the  said  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  applied  with 
the  other  money-charities  belonging  to  the  said  parish. 


Charities  of  Harry  Philips  and  Jane  his  Wife. 

Charities  of  Harry  The  same  benefaction  table  also  records  the  gift  of  Harry  Philips  and  Jane 
Philips,  and  Jane,  pis  wifG)  who  gave  the  sum  of  50/.,  one  moiety  of  the  interest  thereof  to  be 
hls  wlk'  paid  to  the  minister  of  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  if  godly,  or  else  to  some  other 
godly  minister  in  the  said  city,  and  the  other  moiety  to  poor  housekeepers, 
Is.  each,  payable  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day  yearly. 

[A.  B. — This  sum  of  50/.  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a house  and  garden, 
in  St.  John’s,  Bedwardine,  near  the  city  of  Worcester,  then  let  to  Frank 
Haynes,  of  Wick,  for  99  years,  at  the  rent  of  2/.  10s.  per  annum,  upon  a lease 
dated  February  2d,  1723,  which  expired  in  1822.] 

During  the  continuance  of  this  lease  a good  dwelling-house  was  built  upon 
the  premises  by  the  lessee,  and  since  the  expiration  thereof  the  said  house  has 
been  let  for  seven  years,  at  a rent  of  40/.  per  annum,  one  moiety  whereof  is 
paid  to  the  rector  of  the  said  parish,  and  the  other  moiety  is  laid  out  in  the  pur- 
chase of  coats,  gowns,  shoes  and  coals,  and  distributed  among  the  poor  of  the 
said  parish,  at  Christmas  yearly  ; and  an  account  of  such  expenditure  is  regu- 
larly kept. 

Gifts  of  Aaron  Lilley,  Moses  Lilley,  and  Mrs.  Lilley. 

Gifts  of  Aaron  Upon  the  aforesaid  benefaction  table  the  following  gifts  are  also  stated, 
Lilley, Moses  Lilley,  <<  Aaron  Lilley , esq.  gave  to  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas  the  sum  of  30/.,  the 
and  Mrs.  Lilley.  interest  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  in  bread.  He  also  gave  to  the 
charity-school  of  the  said  parish  the  sum  of  40/.,.  the  interest  to  be  employed 
towards  clothing  and  teaching  the  poor  children  of  the  said  school,  and  in  case 
the  said  school  should  not  be  continued,  then  for  the  clothing  of  such  of  the 
children  of  the  said  parish  as  should  be  deemed  proper  objects.  And  he  also 
gave  to  the  said  parish  the  sum  of  40/.,  the  interest  to  be  employed  in  clothing 
four  poor  men  of  the  parish,  the  clothes  to  be  delivered  on  the  2d  day  of 
November  yearly.” 

Moses  Lilley,  esq.  gave  to  the  said  parish  the  sum  of  40/.,  the  interest  to  be 
yearly  laid  out  in  coals  and  distributed  to  the  poor  people  of  the  parish  on  All 
Saints-day  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens. 

And  Many,  the  mother  of  Moses  Lilley,  agreed  to  advance  31.  3s.  more 
than  the  said  Legacy. 

The  benefaction  table  further  states  that  with  the  above  sums,  amounting 
together  to  153/.  3s. , five  acres  of  land  in  Pitchcroft  were  purchased  by  the 
parish  of  St.  Nicholas  from  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  in  the  year  1724,  and  conveyed 
to  feoffees,  upon  trust,  to  permit  the  rector  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish 
to  take  the  rents  and  apply  them  to  the  same  purposes  as  the  interest  of  the 
said  money  is  directed  to  be  applied,  as  before  mentioned,  and  to  no  other 
purpose  whatsoever. 

This  purchase  was  completed  as  before  stated,  and  by  indentures  of  lease 
and  release,  dated  23d  and  24th  March  1724,  the  five  acres  of  land  in 
Pitchcroft  were  conveyed  by  the  said  Thomas  Smith  to  Robert  Vaughan,  esq. 
then  mayor  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  and  other  persons  therein  described 
as  feoffees,  elected  and  named  at  a parish-meeting  of  the  said  parish  of 

St.  Nicholas, 
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St.  Nicholas,  to  hold  the  same  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns  upon  trust,  that  they  st.  Nicholas. 

should  at  all  times  thereafter  permit  and  suffer  the  rector,  churchwardens  and  

overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas  to  receive  the  rents  and  pro-  .['lftJ  ljf  Aar!!!1 
fits  of  the  said  premises,  and  to  apply  and  bestow  the  same  upon  the  charita-  anTiMrs^Lilley.'’ 
ble  purposes  directed  by  the  respective  donors  above  mentioned.  continued. 

These  five  acres  of  land  were  let  by  a lease,  bearing  date  25th  December  v ^ 

1800,  for  14  years,  at  the  rent  of  13/.  10 s.  per  annum.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  lease  they  were  let  to  Abel  Pointon  for  seven  years,  commencing  from 
Candlemas  1815,  at  the  rent  of  24/.  10s.  Since  the  expiration  of  the  last- 
mentioned  lease,  it  is  stated  that  no  person  could  be  found  to  take  the  said  pre- 
mises upon  lease,  and  that  the  feoffees  have  therefore  been  obliged  annually  to 
let  or  sell  the  produce  thereof  to  the  best  bidder. 

This  land  forms  part  of  an  extensive  common  field,  called  Pitchcroft,  situate 
close  to  the  city  of  Worcester,  and  used  as  the  race-ground.  It  is  laid  up  for 
hay  in  February  yearly,  and  after  the  hay  is  cut  it  is  used  by  the  freemen  of 
the  city,  who  claim  a right  of  turning  their  cattle  into  it,  in  the  manner  before 
stated  in  Alderman  Nash’s  charity  (reported  among  the  corporation  charities), 
with  respect  to  this  land. 

The  annual  sum  which  is  usually  obtained  for  the  grass  upon  the  land,  in  this 
mode  of  disposing  of  it,  varies  greatly  in  amount : the  average  sum  received 
appears  to  be  about  12/.  per  annum.  This  declension  of  the  profit  of  the  land 
is  attributed  to  its  lying  in  that  part  of  the  said  common  field  which  is  princi- 
pally occupied  by  the  booths  erected  thereon  during  the  race-time,  and  is 
thereby  much  injured. 

The  proceeds  arising  from  this  land  are  applied  (there  being  no  parochial 
school  in  the  parish)  in  the  purchase  of  bread,  clothing,  and  coals,  which  are 
distributed  among  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  by  the  said  rector  and  church- 
wardens. 

The  gifts  of  William  Ballard,  Edmund  Harris,  Robert  Stirrop, 

Rev. D unne,  Humphrey  Longmore,  Mrs.  Bowen,  Mr.  Savage, 

Mr.  Oldnall,  John  Hemming,  James  Brown,  Joseph  Caiiwardine, 

Alderman  Shewring,  and  Stephen  Ashby. 

As  all  the  principal  monies  arising  from  the  gifts  of  the  above-mentioned  Gifts  of 
donors  have  been  invested  in  the  same  manner,  it  has  been  judged  proper  to  W.  Ballard,  &c. 
include  them  in  one  Report.  They  are  stated  upon  different  benefaction  tables 
in  the  church  of  this  parish,  as  follows  : 

“ Mr.  William  Ballard  gave  30/.,  the  interest  to  be  annually  given  to  12  poor 
people,  at  2 s.  6d.  each. 

Mr.  Edmund  Harris  gave  51.,  and  his  Wife  2/.,  which  together  made  the  sum 
of  7/-,  the  interest  thereof  yearly  to  be  given  in  bread  to  poor  people,  by  seven 
penny  loaves  monthly. 

Mr.  Robert  Stirrop  gave  22/.,  the  interest  whereof  to  be  delivered  in  bread 
to  the  poor  people  weekly. 

The  Rev. Dunne,  clerk,  gave  15/.,  to  be  lent  to  three  young  thriving 

clothiers. 

Mr.  Humphrey  Longmore  gave  25  /.,  the  interest  whereof  yearly  to  be  given 
in  bread  to  the  poor  people. 

Mrs.  Bowen  gave  10/.,  the  interest  whereof  yearly  to  be  delivered  in  waist- 
coats to  poor  ancient  maids. 

Mr.  Savage  gave  10/.,  the  interest  of  it  yearly  to  be  delivered  in  bread  to  the 
poor  people. 

Mr.  Oldnall  gave  10/.,  the  interest  whereof  yearly  to  be  given  in  bread  to 
the  poor  people  at  Michaelmas,  Christmas,  Easter,  and  Witsuntide,  by  3d. 
a-piece  to  poor  house-keepers. 

Mr.  John  Hemming,  by  his  Will,  gave  10/.,  the  interest  whereof  to  be  given 
to  12  poor  people  yearly,  for  ever,  on  the  2d  day  of  February. 

Mr.  James  Brown,  by  his  last  Will,  gave  10/.,  the  interest  whereof  to  put 
out  a poor  boy  (who  received  no  alms  from  the  parish),  apprentice,  once  every 
four  years,  for  ever.  . 

Mr.  James  Carwardine , by  his  last  Will,  gave  10/.,  the  interest  to  be  given  in 
bread  on  a Sunday. 

Mr.  Alderman  Shewring,  by  his  last  Will,  gave  20/.  to  the  parish  of  St. 

Nicholas,  the  interest  whereof  to  buy  two  warm  gowns,  to  be  given  to  two  an- 
cient maids  or  widows  of  the  said  parish,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  yearly. 
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Mr.  Stephen  Ashby  gave  20/.,  the  interest  to  be  paid  yearly,  for  ever,  to  the 
minister  of  this  parish,  for  the  time  being,  for  preaching  a sermon,  and  adminis- 
tering  the  Sacrament  every  Good  Friday.” 

In  the  old  book,  containing  the  churchwardens  accounts  and  vestrv-minutes, 
to  which  reference  has  before  been  made,  is  the  following  entry : 

“ At  a parish-meeting  held  at  Mr.  Berkeley’s  chapel,  on  Wednesday  the  23d 
of  October  1728,  it  was  ordered  and  agreed  that  all  the  gifts  belonging  to  the 
parish  of  St.  Nicholas  should  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  Samuel  Andrews,  trea- 
surer to  the  trustees  of  the  church,  to  be  used  and  employed  for  and  towards 
rebuilding  the  church,  and  that  the  interest  for  the  said  gifts  be  paid  by  the 
parish,  and  applied  from  time  to  time  according  to  the  wills  of  the  several 
donors,  until  the  said  several  gifts  shall  be  repaid,  and  that  the  said  Samuel 
Andrews’s  receipts  shall  be  a sufficient  discharge  for  the  same.” 

The  said  order  appears  to  have  been  carried  into  execution,  and  the  monies 
expended  according  to  the  said  resolution  of  the  vestry.  It  also  appears  that 
interest  at  five-per-cent  upon  the  several  principal  monies  so  given  by  the  said 
respective  donors,  as  before  mentioned,  has  ever  since  the  above  order  been  ap- 
plied by  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  to  the  objects  to 
which  these  gifts  were  respectively  appropriated,  except  as  hereafter  mentioned, 
and  that  a list  is  kept  of  all  the  poor,  and  their  families  relieved  under  the  said 
several  benefactions,  and  of  the  amount  bestowed  to  each  person  so  relieved.  The 
clothing  trade  having  long  ago  ceased  to  be  carried  on  at  Worcester,  the  loan 
charity  intended  for  clothiers  by  the  gift  of  the  said  Rev.  — Dunne,  as  afore- 
said, has  not  been  carried  into  execution,  but  the  interest  of  the  money  left  by 
him  for  that  purpose  has  been  applied,  together  with  the  interest  of  the  other 
gifts  above  enumerated. 

Alderman  Edward  Solley’s  Charity. 

It  is  also  stated  on  the  benefaction  table  that  “ Mr.  Edward  Salley , by  his  last 
Will,  gave  2/.  12s.,  yearly,  out  of  two  houses  in  the  Broad-street,  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mr.  Thomas  Hill,  peruke-maker,  to  be  delivered  in  bread  every  Sab- 
bath-day, to  such  poor  people  who  come  to  hear  Divine  Service,  being  of  the 
parish  of  St.  Nicholas.” 

The  two  houses  charged  with  the  above  payment  are  situate  in  Broad-street, 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  are  at  present  occupied  by  William  Minchall 
and  Richard  Lillington. 

The  annuity  is  regularly  paid  to  the  churchwardens,  and  laid  out  in  bread, 
which  is  distributed  with  the  other  bread-charities. 

William  Bagnall’s  Charity. 

The  said  benefaction  tables  also  contain  the  following  statements  : “ Mr.  Wil- 
liam Bagnall  gave  4/.  every  other  year,  out  of  a meadow  near  St.  Martin’s  Gate, 
in  the  city  of  Worcester,  adjoining  to  the  Pheasant  Inn,  for  placing  out  a poor 
fatherless  child  an  apprentice.” 

The  situation  of  this  meadow,  by  its  boundaries,  is  described  in  the  above 
book  of  benefactions,  by  which  it  appears  that  several  houses  had  been  since 
built  thereon. 

The  annuity  of  4/.  is  stated  to  be  regularly  paid,  and  applied,  together  with 
Nash’s  charity,  hereafter  mentioned,  in  apprenticing  poor  children  of  the 
parish. 


Sarah  Hall’s  Charity. 

“ Mrs.  Sarah  Hall,  of  Sidbury,  in  Worcester,  by  her  Will,  dated  17th  July  177b, 
gave  200/.  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  St.  Nicholas,  to  be  placed  out 
on  good  security  in  the  joint  names  of  them  and  their  successors  for  the  time 
being,  the  interest  whereof  to  be  laid  out  in  good  warm  gowns,  and  given  to  six 
poor  maids  or  widows  of  the  said  parish  not  receiving  weekly-pay,  by  the  said 
minister  and  churchwardens  on  All  Saints-day  for  ever.” 

In  November  1781  the  said  legacy  of  200/.  was  invested  on  a mortgage  of 
the  rates  arising  from  the  waterworks  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  at  an  interest 
of  five-per-cent. 

The  interest  of  this  sum  so  secured  is  regularly  paid  to  the  churchwardens, 
and  by  them  applied  in  the  purchase  of  gowns  and  clothing,  as  directed  by  the 
donor. 
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George  Cornwall’s  Charity. 

The  Rev.  George  Cornwall,  in  1791,  gave  (in  his  life-time)  100/.,  then  placed 
on  the  security  of  the  waterwork-rates  above  mentioned,  the  interest  to  be 
expended  in  bread  tor  the  deserving  poor  of  this  parish  on  New  Year’s-day 
for  ever. 

In  1792  he  likewise  gave  100/.  more,  then  standing  on  the  same  security,  the 
interest  to  be  expended  on  the  same  objects. 

The  interest  of  these  two  sums  of  100/.  each  is  also  regularly  received,  and  dis- 
tributed in  bread  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  donor  ; but  the  interest  on  these 
securities  was  some  time  since  reduced,  so  that  the  whole  interest  upon  the 
charities  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Hall  and  the  Rev.  George  Cornwall  now  amounts  to 
19/.  per  annum,  which  is  regularly  paid,  after  the  deduction  of  the  receipt- 
stamp,  and  distributed  as  before  mentioned. 

John  Goodman’s  Charity. 

Mr.  John  Goodman , by  his  last  Will,  dated  1 6th  April  1794,  gave  21/.,  the 
interest  of  which  is  to  be  distributed  in  bread  to  the  poor  on  Christmas-day 
for  ever. 

£.  1.  Is.,  as  the  interest  of  this  money,  is  annually  paid  to  the  churchwardens 
by  Josiah  Patrick,  esquire,  of  Crow’s  Nest,  near  Worcester,  a descendant  of  the 
testator,  and  is  said  to  be  paid  out  of  a house  in  Broad-street.  It  is  laid  out  by 
the  churchwardens  in  bread,  and  distributed  by  them  at  Christmas,  with  the 
other  bread-charities. 

Gifts  of  George  Wingfield  and  his  Widow. 

The  above  persons,  by  their  last  Wills  and  Testaments,  gave  to  the  amount 
of  100/.,  to  be  placed  out  on  Government  security  in  the  names  of  the  minister 
and  churchwardens  of  this  parish,  the  interest,  dividends,  and  produce  thereof 
to  be  applied  in  buying  gowns  to  clothe  poor  women,  to  be  given  them  on 
St.  Thomas’s-day  yearly,  the  same  woman  not  to  have  one  for  two  years 
together. 

These  legacies  were,  after  payment  of  the  legacy-duty,  invested  in  February 
1814  in  the  purchase  of  100/.  Navy  five-per-cents,  which  were  afterwards 
reduced  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  four  per-cents,  and  now  produce  an  interest  of 
4/.  45.  per  annum. 

This  sum  of  4/.  45.  per  annum  is  laid  ont  in  clothing,  and  distributed, 
together  with  other  sums  given  for  the  same  purpose,  among  poor  women  of  this 
parish. 

Robert  Vellers’s  Charity. 

Robert  Vellers,  by  his  Will,  dated  31st  March  1815,  gave  to  the  several 
ministers  and  churchwardens  of  the  respective  parishes  united  in  the  city  of 
Worcester  for  maintaining  their  poor  in  the  house  of  industry,  100/.  for  each 
parish,  to  be  placed  out  on  Government  or  real  security,  and  none  other,  and 
the  interest  applied  annually  to  such  of  the  most  deserving  poor  as  the  minister 
and  churchwardens  of  the  respective  parishes  should  deem  most  proper. 

The  above  legacy  to  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas  was  afterwards  in  April  I8I7, 
laid  out  in  the  Navy  five-per-cents,  which  having  been  reduced  to  four-per-cents 
by  Act  of  Parliament,  as  before  mentioned,  now  produces  an  interest  of  4/.  45. 
per  annum,  which  is  laid  out  annually  in  bread,  and  distributed  on  Lady-day, 
together  with  the  other  bread-charities. 

Alderman  Nash’s  Charity. 

The  parish  receives  4/.  per  annum  on  account  of  this  charity  from  the  cham- 
berlain of  the  city,  towards  placing  out  a poor  boy  apprentice.  [See  Alderman 
Nash’s  Charity  reported  among  the  charities  vested  in  the  corporation]. 

It  appears  by  a memorandum  in  the  book  of  benefactions  to  this  parish  before 
mentioned  that  a mistake  formerly  prevailed,  it  being  conceived  that  the 
churchwardens  could  not  receive  this  legacy  from  the  trustees  until  an  applica- 
tion had  been  made  by  some  person  requiring  to  have  a boy  so  placed  out  as  ap- 
prentice, and  that  owing  to  such  mistake  the  legacy  had  not  been  received  for 
many  years ; this  mistake  has  been  since  corrected,  and  for  the  last  12  years  the 
sum  of  4/.  per  annum  has  been  regularly  paid  to  the  churchwardens,  and  applied 

3 Y 4 together 


St.  Nicholas. 

George  Cornwall’s 
Charity. 


John  Goodman’s 
Charity. 


Gifts  of 

George  Wingfield 
and  his  widow. 


Robert  Vellers’s 
Charity. 


Alderman  Nash’s 
Charity. 


540 


FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS 

St.  Nicholas.  together  with  other  gifts,  for  the  same  purpose  in  placing  out  poor  boys 
apprentices,  as  appears  by  the  churchwardens  accounts. 

Charities  of  Chandler,  and Inglethorre. 

Charities  of  “ Mr.  Chandler  gave  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  1/.  15  5.  Qd.,  to  be  paid  on 

Chandler,  and  St.  Thomas’s-day,  yearly,  for  ever,  by  the  town-clerk  of  this  city.” 

— — inglethorpe.  « Mr.  Inglethorpe  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  1/.  9-?.,  to  be  paid  everv 

Good  Friday,  yearly,  for  ever,  by  the  town-clerk  of  Worcester.” 

The  sums  of  1/.  155.  5d.  so  given  by  Mr.  Chandler,  and  1/.  105.  6d.,  to 
which  the  1/.  9s.  given  by  Mr.  Inglethorpe  has  been  increased,  are  regularly 
paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  this  parish,  and  distributed  by  them  among  the  poor 
of  this  parish,  at  the  town-clerk’s  office. 

Lady  Booth’s  Charity. 

Lady  Booth’s  “ Dame  Elizabeth  Booth  gave  100/.  to  the  city  of  Worcester,  the  interest 
Charity.  thereof  to  be  given  in  bread  to  the  poor  people  of  the  said  city  ; and  every  ninth 

Sabbath  24  penny  loaves  are  to  be  given  to  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  by  the 
mayor’s  order. 

The  corporation  account  for  and  pay  to  the  churchwardens  of  this  parish  the 
interest  of  this  donation  [See  this  charity  reported  among  the  corporation-chari- 
ties], which  is  distributed  in  bread  according  to  the  donor’s  direction. 


Charities  of  — 


SwADDON,  AND  MliS.  FrEEMAN. 


Charities  of  “ Mr.  Swaddon  gave  405.,  to  be  paid  by  the  chamberlain  of  the  city  of  Wor- 
SwadJon,  and  cester,  yearly,  for  ever,  to  the  poor  of  St.  Nicholas. 

Mrs.  freeman.  Mrs.  Freeman  gave  65.  for  ever,  to  be  paid  at  the  audit,  and  disposed  of  in 
bread  to  the  poor  people  of  St.  Nicholas’s  parish.” 

By  a note  in  the  above  book  of  benefactions,  made  in  1814,  it  is  stated  that 
it  did  not  appear  from  any  of  the  churchwardens  accounts  that  either  of  the 
above  gifts  of  Mr.  Swaddon  or  Mrs.  Freeman  had  been  received  by  them,  and 
no  documents  or  account  referring  to  these  charities  could  be  found  in  the  pa- 
rish-chest, but  it  appears  from  the  books  of  the  corporation  that  two  gifts  an- 
swering the  above  description,  and  which  are  inserted  among  our  Reports  of  the 
corporation-charities  before  mentioned,  were  given  to  the  poor  of  the  city  gene- 
rally. 

The  corporation  have  accordingly  made  a distribution  of  two  sums  of  405. 
and  65.  in  respect  of  these  gifts,  among  the  poor  of  the  city  generally,  and  not 
to  the  poor  of  St.  Nicholas’s  parish  exclusively. 
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COUNTY  OF  YORK,  EAST  RIDING, 

WAPENTAKE  OF  HARTHILL, 

PARISH  OF  POCKLINGTON. 

The  Grammar  School. 

BY  Writ  of  Privy  Seal,  dated  the  4th  May,  6th  Hen.  8,  whereby  license  was 
granted  to  John  Dowman,  LL.D.,  to  found  and  endow  within  the  parish-church 
of  Pocklington  a fraternity  or  guild  of  a master  and  two  guardians,  and  bre- 
thren and  sisters,  to  be  incorporated  by  the  name  of  “ The  Fraternity  or  Guild 
of  the  name  of  Jesus,  and  of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary,  and  of  Saint  Nicholas 
the  bishop,  in  the  parish-church  of  Pocklington,  in  the  county  of  York,  founded 
by  John  Dowman,  Doctor  of  Laws,”  license  was  also  given  to  the  said  John 
Dowman  to  grant  to  the  master  and  wardens  of  the  said  fraternity  or  guild, 
lands,  rents  and  hereditaments,  to  the  value  of  20  marks,  to  find  a fit  man  suf- 
ficiently learned  in  grammatical  science  to  instruct  and  teach  all  scholars  resort- 
ing to  the  town  of  Pocklington,  to  be  taught  according  to  the  statutes  and  ordi- 
nances* of  the  said  John  Dowman,  and  to  perform  other  works  of  piety,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  said  master  and  guardians,  and  to  maintain  other  duties  from 
time  to  time  incumbent  on  the  said  fraternity  or  guild. 

By  deed  of  composition,  dated  1st  December,  17th  Hen.  8,  Dr.  Dowman 
conveyed  certain  lands  and  hereditaments  in  the  counties  of  York  and  Derby 
to  the  master  and  fellows  of  Saint  John’s  College,  Cambridge,  to  the  intent  they 
should  maintain  in  their  college  five  scholars,  to  be  nominated  by  the  master, 
guardians  and  brethren  of  the  fraternity  or  guild ; the  scholars  to  be  preferred 
being  those  of  his  kindred  and  surname,  and  scholars  educated  at  his  grammar- 
school  of  Pocklington  t. 

By  an  Act  of  Parliament,  made  in  the  5th  year  of  Edward  6th,  after  referring 
to  the  erection  of  a free  grammar-school  at  Pocklington  by  Dr.  Dowman,  the 
establishment  of  the  five  scholarships  at  Saint  John’s  College,  and  the  dissolution 
of  the  fraternity  or  guild  in  the  1st  year  of  King  Edward  6th,  and  reciting,  that 
Thomas  Dowman,  the  nephew  of  Dr.  Dowman,  was  then  seised  in  fee,  as  well 
of  the  school-house  of  the  said  free-school,  as  also  of  the  lands  and  tenements 
purchased  by  Dr.  Dowman  for  the  maintenance  of  the  free  grammar-school, 
without  any  use  declared,  so  that  if  he  should  die  it  was  not  certain  that  the 
lands  would  be  employed  unto  the  use  aforesaid  as  theretofore  they  had  been, 
it  was  enacted  that  it  should  be  lawful  to  the  master  and  fellows  of  Saint  John’s 
College,  and  their  successors,  to  appoint  a discreet  and  well-learned  man  to 
supply  the  room  of  a schoolmaster  of  the  said  free  grammar-school  from  time  to 
time  ; and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  schoolmaster,  with  the  churchwardens 
of  the  parish-church  of  Pocklington,  to  appoint  a sufficiently  learned  young  man 

to 


* Note. — It  does  not  appear  that  any  statutes  or  ordinances  respecting  the  school  now  exist, 
t Note. — A copy  of  this  deed  is  given  in  the  Third  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  Education  of  the  lower  orders,  p.  156. 
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Pocklingion.  t0  be  ^]ie  usher  of  the  said  school  from  time  to  time ; and  that  the  master  and 

l'l  he  usher  for  the  time  being  should  be  incorporated  by  the  name  of  master  and 

Grammar  School,  usher  of  the  free  grammar-school  of  Pocklington,  and  be  enabled  to  receive  in 
continued.  perpetuity  of  the  gift  and  grant  of  the  said  Thomas  Dowman,  or  other  persons, 

v / lands,  tenements,  annuities  and  rents  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  20/.  ; and  that 

as  often  as  any  of  the  rooms  of  the  five  scholars  above  mentioned  within  the 
college  of  Saint  John’s  should  be  vacant,  it  should  be  lawful  to  the  master  of 
the  free  grammar-school,  together  with  the  vicar  or  curate,  and  churchwardens 
of  the  said  parish-church  for  the  time  being,  to  nominate  such  number  of  scholars, 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  said  free  grammar-school,  as  would  supply  the  vacancies, 
and  present  them  to  the  master,  fellows  and  scholars  of  Saint  John’s  College,  in 
like  manner  as  the  master,  wardens  and  brethren  of  the  fraternity  or  guild 
might  have  done  before  the  dissolution  thereof;  and  that  the  scholars  so  to  be 
presented  should  be  received  into  the  college,  and  have  the  like  exhibition 
within  the  same  as  any  scholars  of  the  free  grammar-school  nominated  and  pre- 
sented by  the  master  and  wardens  of  the  guild  ought  to  have  had  according  to 
the  composition  of  the  said  Dr.  Dowman  ; and  that  if  the  master  and  fellows  of 
Saint  John’s  College,  when  the  schoolmaster’s  place  should  be  void,  should  for 
two  months  omit  to  appoint  a proper  schoolmaster,  and  if  the  schoolmaster  and 
churchwardens  should  omit  to  appoint  a sufficiently  learned  person  to  supply 
the  room  of  the  usher  for  two  months  after  avoidance,  then  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  York  and  his  successors  to  appoint  a discreet  and 
well -learned  man  to  be  schoolmaster,  and  a sufficient  and  well-learned  person 
to  be  usher  of  the  school. 

By  deed  of  feoffment,  dated  the  9th  January,  in  the  fifth  year  of  Queen  Mary, 
reciting  that  the  said  Dr.  Dowman,  and  William  Dowman  his  brother,  with 
others  their  co-feoffees,  had  been  seised  in  fee,  amongst  other  things*,  of 
a capital  messuage,  four  tenements,  and  divers  lands  and  hereditaments  in 
Thrybarghe,  in  the  county  of  York,  for  the  maintenance  of  a grammar-school 
founded  by  Dr.  Dowman  in  Pocklington,  and  that  William  Dowman  survived 
the  other  co-feoffees,  so  that  after  his  death  the  premises  descended  to  Thomas 
Dowman,  his  son  and  heir ; the  said  Thomas  Dowman,  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  Act  of  Parliament,  gave,  granted  and  confirmed,  unto  the  then  master  and 
usher  of  the  grammar-school,  and  their  successors,  the  said  messuages,  lands  and 
hereditaments,  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  said  grammar-school,  to 
hold  to  them  and  their  successors  for  ever. 

Besides  the  estates  at  Thrybergh  mentioned  in  the  deed,  the  school  appears 
to  have  been  also  originally  endowed  with  some  premises  and  land  near 
Micklegate  Bar,  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  of  York,  and  with  an  estate  at  Boyn- 
ton near  Bridlington,  but  we  have  met  with  no  deeds  or  writings  relating  to 
these  estates,  except  an  old  deed  of  the  2fth  May,  8th  Hen.  8th,  (the  substance 
of  which  is  given  in  the  Appendix,)  relating  to  the  property  near  Micklegate 
Bar,  which  was  found  in  the  church-chest  at  Pocklington,  with  the  remains  of 
some  other  writings  destroyed  or  rendered  illegible  by  damp  and  worms. 

After  the  school  had  been  some  time  established  it  was  further  endowed  by 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Mountforth,  with  a messuage,  four  oxgangs,  and  a quarter 
of  an  oxgang  of  copyhold  land  within  the  manor  of  Wetwang,  in  the  county 
of  York,  which  were  surrendered  the  l6th  October,  in  the  sixth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Thomas  Mountforth,  for  life, 
with  remainder  to  the  use  of  the  then  master  and  usher  of  the  free  grammar- 
school  at  Pocklington,  and  their  successors,  for  the  augmentation  of  their 
stipend  for  exercising  their  offices. 

The  present  master  of  the  school,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shield,  B.  D.,  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  master  and  fellows  of  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge,  in  1807, 
and  the  usher,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Brown,  was  elected  to  his  office  in  the  year 
1811  by  the  master  of  the  school  and  churchwardens  of  Pocklington,  or  a 
majority  of  them. 

We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Shield  that  for  a long  time  before  his  appointment 
the  school  estates  had  for  the  most  part  been  let  out  on  leases  for  long  terms, 
under  small  reserved  rents,  renewable  usually  every  seven  years,  on  payment  of 

fines; 


* We  have  not  met  with  this  deed.  The  substance  of  it,  as  above  set  forth,  is  recited  in  an  inquisition 
taken  under  a commission  of  charitable  uses  in  the  nth  year  of  king  William  the  third. 
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fines ; and  that  the  income  arising  from  rents  amounted  to  65 /.  a year  only,  Pocklington. 
and  the  fines  were  so  inconsiderable  that  for  the  ten  years  previous  to  his 
appointment  the  whole  average  income  of  the  master  and  usher  amounted  to  no  Grammar  School, 
more  than  103/.  45.  2 d.  a year.  continued. 

As  to  the  principal  estate  belonging  to  the  school,  viz.  that  in  the  parish  of  v 

Thribergh,  which  consisted,  according  to  the  description  in  an  old  terrier,  of  two 
farm-houses,  some  cottages,  and  about  188  acres  of  land,  lying  dispersed  in 
different  parts  of  the  parish,  it  seems  that  the  property  had  for  many  years 
been  held  under  leases  at  low  rents,  granted  to  the  family  or  ancestors  of  John 
Fullerton,  esquire,  who  were  proprietors  of  the  remaining  lands  in  the  parish, 
and  that  in  consequence  of  the  intermixture  of  property,  and  the  confusion 
introduced  by  temporary  exchanges  for  convenience  of  occupation,  gieat  part 
of  the  school-lands  were  incapable  of  being  ascertained  or  distinguished  ; 

Mr.  Shield,  therefore,  soon  after  his  appointment  instituted  a suit  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery  for  setting  aside  the  leases  of  the  estate,  and  after  a litigation  of 
considerable  duration  and  expense  he  obtained  a decree  in  his  favour,  and  also 
obtained  a commission  from  the  Court  for  setting  out  the  school-lands,  and  an 
equivalent  for  such  of  them  as  could  not  be  identified  or  ascertained ; but 
before  ultimate  proceedings  were  taken,  a proposal  having  been  made  by  Mr. 

Fullerton  to  give  other  estates  to  the  school  by  way  of  exchange,  and  such 
proposal  having  been  accepted,  a regular  exchange  was  made  under  the  powers 
of,  and  in  the  way  directed  by,  the  Act  of  the  1st  and  2d  Geo.  IV.,  c.  92  ; and 
by  a deed  of  exchange,  dated  the  1st  January  1824,  Mr.  Fullerton  conveyed  to 
the  master  and  usher,  and  their  successors,  certain  freehold  estates,  and  cove- 
nanted to  surrender  to  their  use  certain  copyhold  estates  situate  respectively 
in  the  parishes  of  Acklam,  Pocklington,  Barmby-on-the-Moor,  and  Allerthorpe- 
cum-Waplington,  which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  master  of  the 
school,  and  are  mentioned  below. 

A part  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  school  near  Micklegate  Bar,  York, 
containing  1a.  Ok.  Ip.  was  sold  by  the  commissioners  under  an  Act  for  inclos- 
ing lands  at  Dringhouses,  near  York,  on  occasion  of  the  land  being  exonerated 
from  certain  rights  of  stray  for  the  cattle  of  the  freemen  of  the  city  of  York,  to 
which  it  was  subject.  The  piece  of  land  tlius  sold  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Ful- 
lerton at  the  price  of  326/.,  and  as  a considerable  expense  had  been  saved  to 
him  in  consequence  of  the  exchange  of  the  Thribergh  estate  being  effected  by 
aid  of  the  Act  of  the  1st  and  2d  Geo.  IV.,  c.  92,  instead  of  a special  Act  of 
Parliament,  which  would  otherwise  have  been  necessary,  Mr.  Fullerton  was 
induced  by  that  consideration  to  give  the  piece  of  ground  at  Micklegate  Bar, 
purchased  by  him,  to  the  master  and  usher,  in  addition  to  the  property  for 
which  the  Thribergh  estate  was  exchanged,  and  it  was  accordingly  conveyed 
with  that  property  to  the  master  and  usher  by  the  exchange-deed  of  the 
1st  January  1824. 

The  school-estate  near  Micklegate  Bar  contains  10  acres  only,  though  the 
property  is  described  in  the  deed  above  referred  to  as  consisting  of  a tenement, 
orchard,  and  12  acres  of  land,  and  for  the  reasons  mentioned  by  Mr.  Shield, 
and  which  are  set  out  in  the  Appendix,  there  seems  to  be  considerable  ground 
for  belief  that  part  of  the  estate  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  owners  of  adja- 
cent property,  but  at  what  time,  or  under  what  circumstances,  the  supposed  loss 
or  encroachment  occurred  or  took  place  is  not  ascertained. 

The  school-estate  which  was  situate  at  Boynton,  was  exchanged  for  an  estate 
at  Pocklington,  called  Toft  House  Farm,  during  the  time  of  the  late  master, 
the  Rev.  Kingsman  Baskett,  and  from  the  information  given  us  the  exchange 
appears  to  have  been  effected  by  the  authority  or  under  the  powers  of  an 
Inclosure  Act.  „ 

In  lieu  of  copyhold-land  at  AYetwang,  given  to  the  school  by  Mr.  Mountforth, 
an  allotment  of  27  a.  3 k.  34p.  of  land,  parcel  of  the  south  field  at  Wetwang, 
was  awarded  under  an  Inclosure  Act,  passed  in  the  43d  Geo.  3,  to  George 
Stabler,  as  lessee  from  the  master  and  usher,  for  his  interest  by  virtue  of  his 
lease,  and  subject  thereto,  to  the  master  and  usher.  A claim  is  also  made  by 
the  master  to  other  land  at  Wetwang,  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  Wilberfoss, 
in  respect  of  which  an  annual  payment  of  1/.  165.  8 d.  has  long  been  made  to 
the  master  and  usher ; and  Mr.  Shield  informs  us  that  since  the  time  of  this 
inquiry  he  has  discovered  from  an  old  memorandum  of  a former  master,  dated 
in  1654,  that  there  was  then  another  small  copyhold  estate  in  the  same  parish 
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belonging  to  Pocklington  school,  consisting  of  a cottage  and  one  fourth  part  of 
an  oxgang  of  land  : with  respect,  however,  to  the  possibility  of  recovering 
these  additional  estates  at  Wetwang,  we  are  unable  to  form  any  decided  opinion, 
as  the  only  evidence  yet  exhibited  to  us  relating  to  them,  independent  of  the 
circumstance  of  the  annual  payment  for  one  of  the  estates,  is  a Decree  of  Com- 
missioners of  Charitable  Uses  in  1GG8,  and  a Bond  dated  in  1G98,  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  Appendix,  but  which  alone  do  not  appear  sufficient  to  establish 
the  claim. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  school,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  master, 
or  the  master  and  usher,  is  stated  by  Mr.  Shield  to  be  as  follows  : 


SITUATION. 

DESCRIPTION. 

QUANTITY. 

TENANTS  NAMES. 

Annual  Rents. 

A. 

R. 

r. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Pocklington 

School-house,  cottage,  garden, "( 

) 

and  appurtenances 

-J 

j The  master. 

Two  closes  called  Cowherds  - 

5 

O 

4 

Chapel  Garth 

1 

O 

4 

The  usher. 

Three  Hill  closes  - 

- 

u 

3 

19 

Richard  Curtis  - - 

- 

30 

- 

- 

Two  closes  adjacent  to  Barm-'l 
by  Lordship  - - - -J 

6 

2 

3 

Stephen  Ward 

- 

15 

- 

- 

Toft-House  Farm,  consisting"! 
of  a messuage  with  outbuild- 1 

140 

0 

0 

] 

ings  and  inclosed  land  - 

-J 

.John  Rudd  - 

1C0 



A close  called  Dumpling 
(copyhold)  -J 

1 

3 

33 

j 

House  and  garden 

>-3 

0 

0 

26 

Thomas  Hessey 

- 

21 

- 

- 

Twocloses  calledLong-'l 
thorne  - - - J 

p 

p? 

0 

3 

2 

2 

24 

occupied  by  the  master. 

Land  Flat  close  - 

a 

O 

D" 

P 

3 

5 

0 

28 

1 

Barnby  - 

Barwick  Flat,  three"! 
closes  -J 

20 

1 

5 

| Hugh  Ibbetson 

* 

63 

— 

Barwick  Flat,  south, "1 
two  closes  -J 

crq 

ro 

10 

0 

10 

John  G.  Overend  - 

- 

30 

- 

- 

Allerthorpe 

Ings,  near  the  Canal, "1 
(copyhold)  - - -J 

J X 

1 

3 

14 

included  in  John  Rudd’s  farm. 

Duggleby 

Messuage  with  farmstead  and"! 
inclosed  land  - - -J 

204 

1 

13 

Richard  Wray 

- 

199 

- 

- 

Wetwang 

Messuage  with  farmstead  and"! 
inclosed  land  - - -J 

27 

3 

33 

George  Stabler 

- 

45 

- 

- 

Farm  illegally  surrendered  to) 

the  lord  of  the  manor  by  the  [ 
master  and  usher  upwards  of  a ( 

4!  oxgangs  * 

Thomas  Wilberfoss 

- 

1 

16 

8 

century  ago  - 

-J 

Lutton  - 

Messuage  with  farmstead  and"! 
inclosed  land  -J 

48 

0 

0 

Robert  Grice 

* 

72 

- 

- 

Messuage  with  farmstead  and"( 
one  close  - - - -/ 

16 

2 

0 

John  Grice,  jun. 

- 

30 

- 

- 

Barn,  stable,  and  three  closes  - 

28 

0 

0 

John  Grice,  sen. 

- 

49 

J9 

- 

Croft  - - - 

- 

- 

3 

24 

John  Fuller  - - - 

- 

3. 

1 + 

- 

York 

Flagg  close,  near  Micklegate'l 
Bar J 

9 

2 

0 

William  Crumtnack 

- 

50 

- 

- 

Acklam  - 

Messuage  with  farmstead, and! 

150  sheepgates,  on  Acklam 
Wold,  (taken  in  exchange)  - I 

138 

0 

22 

Robert  Skelton 

* 

250 

“ 

£. 

j 1,0  -’O 

9 

8 

* Note. — This  appears  to  be  erroneous  ; the  whole  quantity  surrendered  bv  Mountforth  being 
4 1 oxgangs,  which  includes  the  property,  in  lieu  of  which  the  land  in  Stabler's  occupation  was 
awarded  on  the  inclosure.  Mr.  Shield  considers  an  oxgang  of  land  at  W etwang  to  be  about 
14  A.  or.  18  p. 
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The  above  estates  are  all  let  to  yearly  tenants,  except  the  copyhold  estate  at 
Wetwang,  which  is  let  for  a term  of  seven  years. 

An  old  school-house  and  a dwelling-house  for  the  master,  which  had  become 
dilapidated,  were  taken  down  by  Mr.  Shield  in  August  1818,  and  a new  house, 
including  a school-room,  was  built  by  him  on  the  site.  The  school-part  of  the 
house  was  finished  in  August  1819  for  the  reception  of  scholars,  and  has  ever 
since  been  in  use,  but  the  remainder  has  not  yet  been  completed  so  as  to  be  fit 
for  habitation,  and  a cottage  adjoining  (part  of  the  school-premises)  has  in  the 
mean  time  been  used  by  the  master  for  his  residence.  A considerable  expendi- 
ture is  still  requisite  to  complete  the  school-premises,  and  Mr.  Shield  represents 
that  the  long  delay  which  has  occurred  is  to  be  attributed  to  difficulties  resulting 
from  the  state  of  his  pecuniary  circumstances. 

We  do  not  find  it  distinctly  provided,  in  any  instruments  respecting  the 
foundation  or  endowment  of  the  school  which  have  come  under  our  view, 
in  what  proportions  it  was  originally  intended  the  master  and  usher  should 
share  in  the  revenues  of  the  school ; but  before  Mr.  Shield’s  appointment  it 
appears  to  have  been  usual  for  the  usher  to  receive  a third  part.  Mr.  Shield 
has  alone  borne  the  expense  incurred  in  recovering  or  raising  the  revenues  of 
the  school,  and  by  agreement  between  him  and  Mr.  Brown,  the  usher,  the 
latter  receives  from  him  a salary  or  allowance  of  200/.  a year. 

For  information  respecting  the  state  of  this  school  in  the  year  1818,  and  pre- 
viously, and  other  particulars  relating  to  it,  which  were  the  subject  of  Inquiry 
before  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  education  of  the 
lower  orders,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  minutes  of  evidence  annexed 
to  the  third  report  of  that  Committee,  printed  in  the  year  1818.  Soon  after 
the  Inquiry  before  the  Committee,  we  find  that  notice  having  been  given  by 
several  persons,  of  their  desire  to  send  their  sons  to  the  school,  and  Mr.  Brown, 
the  usher,  having  in  1817  become  totally  incapable  of  attending  to  the  duties 
of  his  office  by  permanent  deafness,  Mr.  Shield  engaged  an  assistant  in  his 
room,  and  he  has  since  had  one,  and  generally  two  assistants  at  a time,  and  the 
number  of  boys  attending  has  varied  from  eight  to  twenty-eight.  At  the  time 

»of  this  Inquiry  there  were  17  scholars,  most  of  them,  however,  appeared  to 
be  very  young.  The  boys  who  attend  the  school  come  for  the  most  part  from 
the  town  of  Pocklington.  Mr.  Shield  for  some  time  had  two  scholars  as  boarders 
with  him,  being  as  many  as  could  be  accommodated  in  the  cottage  in  which  he 
resided;  but  since  1825  he  has  not  received,  and  he  does  not  wish  to  take 

(hoarders : he  does  not,  however,  object  to  boarders  being  taken  by  his 

assistants,  and  the  Rev.  David  Jones,  who  acted  as  assistant  from  1818  to  1825, 
had  sometimes  as  many  as  eight  boys  lodged  with  him.  The  scholars  are 
instructed  in  the  rudiments  of  a classical  education,  in  the  course  followed  in 
regular  grammar-schools,  and  are  taught  writing  and  arithmetic  by  a master, 
who  attends  for  such  purpose  an  hour  each  day.  The  scholars  who  belong  to 
Pocklington,  or  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  have  their  instruction  in  gram- 
matical learning  gratuitous,  except  5s.  entrance-money  on  their  names  being 
put  into  the  school-register,  but  boys  from  a distance  pay  1 /.  1 s.  a quarter; 
and  though,  as  Mr.  Shield  informs  us,  the  custom  of  requiring  such  quarterage 
is  founded  on  the  understanding  that  the  preceding  master  used  to  receive 
a payment  for  the  education  of  such  boys,  and  no  complaint  has  been  made  on 
the  subject,  the  propriety  of  the  demand  must,  we  think,  be  considered  ques- 
tionable. At  the  time  of  this  Inquiry,  however,  there  was  only  one  boy  in  the 
school  for  whom  quarterage  was  paid  as  a scholar  from  a distance. 

We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Shield  that  the  regulations  proposed  by  the  master 
of  St.  John’s  College,  as  mentioned  in  the  evidence  before  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  have  not  been  adopted  as  binding  regulations,  but 
have  in  a great  measure  been  acted  upon  in  effect ; that  the  school-hours  are 
from  seven  o’clock  to  eight,  ten  to  twelve,  and  three  to  five  in  summer,  the 
writing-master  attending  from  twelve  to  one ; but  in  winter  the  school  opens 
later  in  the  morning,  and  closes  earlier  in  the  evening,  the  whole  duration  of 

Iactual  attendance  in  the  school  being,  however,  the  same  in  the  winter  as  in 
summer ; that  prayers  are  read  morning  and  evening  by  the  senior  or  head  boy, 
and  a register  has  been  kept,  as  recommended  by  the  master  of  St.  John’s ; 
and  that  at  the  time  of  this  Inquiry  the  boys  were  instructed  in  part  by  the 
master,  and  principally  by  two  classical  assistants,  with  salaries  of  150/.  and 
100/.  a year. 

3 Z 3 After 


Pocklington. 

The 

Grammar  School 
continued. 

K ^ — j 


54-6  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

Pocklington.  After  the  year  1818,  Mr.  Shield  was  frequently  absent  from  Pocklington  for 
- — some  weeks  at  a time,  and  he  appears  to  have  been  absent  for  two  or  three 
Grammar-School  mont^s  after  Christmas  1825,  and  again  from  April  1826  to  the  middle  of  the 
continued.  ’ year  1827.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  state  that  Mr.  Shield’s  absence  was  not 
^ ^ altogether  voluntary,  having  been  occasioned,  partly  by  the  necessity  of  attend- 
ing to  his  affairs  at  a distance,  and  partly  by  the  pressure  of  pecuniary  difficul- 
ties, and  for  some  time,  at  least,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  operated  materially 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  school,  as  we  find  that  during  the  time  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Jones  was  assistant,  which  was  from  about  the  year  1818  to  December  1825, 
when  he  left  the  school,  in  consequence  of  a misunderstanding  with  Mr.  Shield, 
the  number  of  scholars  was  increased  from  six  to  near  thirty,  nine  or  ten  of 
whom  were  boys  from  a distance  ; and  the  conduct  of  the  school  during  that  time 
appears  to  have  given  satisfaction.  After  Mr.  Jones  ceased  to  be  assistant,  he 
continued  to  reside  and  keep  a school  at  or  near  Pocklington,  and  six  or  seven 
of  the  boys,  who  previously  had  boarded  with  him,  remained  under  his  tuition; 
and  two  or  three  town-boys  also  went  from  the  grammar-school  to  continue  with 
him,  by  which  the  number  of  scholars  was  reduced  to  about  12.  Some  doubt 
seems  to  have  been  entertained  whether  the  instruction  of  the  boys  was  satis- 
factorily provided  for  after  Mr.  Jones  left  the  school,  during  part  of  the  time 
when  Mr.  Shield  was  absent  from  Pocklington  ; the  number  of  scholars,  how- 
ever, does  not  appear  to  have  been  further  reduced,  and  it  has  since  been 
increased  to  about  17*  Mr.  Shield  employed  a new  or  additional  assistant  soon 
after  Mr.  Jones’s  resignation,  who  continued  in  the  school  nearly  a year,  and 
at  the  time  of  this  Inquiry  he  had  two  assistants,  one  of  whom  entered  the 
school  early  in  1827,  and  the  other  in  the  month  of  May  in  that  year. 

The  arrangement  between  the  master  and  usher  of  the  school  as  to  providing 
for  the  salaries  of  the  assistants  appears  to  be,  that  the  former  contributes  150/. 
and  the  latter  100/.  for  that  purpose. 

If  neglect  of  the  school,  or  continued  delay  to  complete  the  school-huildings 
should  render  it  expedient  to  apply  for  the  assistance  of  a court  of  equity,  it 
would  be  expedient,  we  think,  to  have  it  judicialiy  determined  at  the  same 
time,  in  what  proportions  the  master  and  usher  ought  to  share  in  the  revenues 
of  the  school,  and  whether  the  quarterage  for  boys  from  a distance  ought  to 
be  longer  received,  and  some  directions  of  the  court  ought  perhaps  to  be  ob- 
tained for  the  regulation  of  the  Institution  ; but  we  think  necessity  or  expedience 
do  not  require  us  at  present  to  recommend  the  institution  of  proceedings  for 
these  purposes. 
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COUNTY  OF  YORK, 

WEST  RIDING. 


Wapentake  of  Agbuigg: 

Parish  of  Elmley : 

Township  of  Cumberworth 
Half: 

Rentcharge. 

Poors-land. 

Parish  of  Huddersfield  : 
Chapelry  of  Slaigthwaithe  : 
The  free-school. 

Parish  ofWragby: 

Winn’s  charity 
Wombwell’s  dole. 

Countess  of  W estmorland’s 
gift. 

The  school. 

Wapentake  of  Morley: 

Parish  of  Dewsbury : 

The  charity-school. 

Township  of  Dewsbury  : • 

Bentley’s  doles. 

Cottages. 

Chapelry  of  Ossett : 
Charity-school. 

Doles. 

Wapentake  of  Osgoldcross: 

Parish  of  Kellington : 

Township  of  Beal : 

Doles. 

Wapentake  of  Staincross: 

Parish  of  Hems  worth  : 

The  free  grammar-school. 
Hemsworth  hospital. 

Doles,  &c. 

Poors-land. 

Sunday-schools. 

Wapentake  of  Straffortii 
and  Tickhjll  : 

Parish  of  Brodsworth : 

Cartwright’s  alias  Vicar's 
charities. 

Charities  for  education. 

Parish  of  Ecclesfield  : 

Chapelry  of  Bradfield  : 

The  feoffees  estate. 
Rolsterstone  school. 

Doles. 


Parish  of  Ecclesfield — continued. 

Spoon’s  trust,  Bingley- 
house  trust. 

Lower  Bradfield  school. 

The  onesacre  school. 
Middop  school. — Bland’s 
charity. 

Parish  of  Firbeck  : 

Jenkinson’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Handsworth : 

The  school. 

Parish  of  Harthill : 

Poors-fund. 

Hirst's  gift. 

Parish  of  Hickleton : 
Cartwright’s  dole. 

Hutton’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Laughton  en-le-Mor- 
then  : 

Cousins’s  gift. 

Beckwith’s  gifts. 

Mirfin’s  gift. 

W.  Beckwith’s  charities. 
The  school. 

Parish  of  Ravenfield : 

Howson’s  charity-estate. 
Oborne’s  gift. 

Omfrey’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Sheffield : 

The  free  grammar-school. 
’The  town  burgesses  trust. 
William  Parkin’s  charity. 
Henry  Younge’s  gift. 

The  church-burgesses  trust. 
Swan’s  gift. 

Charities  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Cutler’s  Com- 
pany : 

Hudson’s  charity. 
Llanbey’s  charity. 
Sitwell’s  charity. 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury’s 
hospital. 

Barlow’s  gift. 

Hollis’s  charity. 

Lydia  Wright’s  gift. 
Bamforth’s  charity. 
Birley’s  charity. 

Elizabeth  Parkin’s  gift. 
Boughton's  gift. 

George  Younge’s  charity. 
Kirkby’s  charity. 

Parson’s  charity. 

The  boys  charity-school. 


Township  of  Attercliffe-with- 
Darnall : 

Grammar’s  gift. 
Staniforth’s  gift. 

Sunday  school  funds. 
Poor  and  waste  lands. 
Almshouses. 

Stanifcrth’s  gift. 

Township  of  Brightside  Bier- 
low  : 

TheGrimesthorpe  school, 
and  donations  for  edu- 
cation. 

Township  of  Fulwood  and 
Upper  Hallam : 

Fulwood  school. 

Chapelry  of  Ecclesall : 

Township  of  Ecclesall : 
Poors-land. 

Lee’s  and  Crawshaw’s 
doles. 

Yates’s  and  Bagshaw’s 
gift. 

Savage’s  gift. 
Wolstenholme’s,  Turie’s, 
and  Bagshaw’s  gifts. 
Lost  benefaction. 

Township  of  Ecclesall  Bier- 
low  : 

Marshall’s  gift. 

Township  of  Nether  Hallam  : 

The  Crookside  school. 
The  Upper  Heely  school. 

Parish  of  Todwich : 
Poors-money. 

Parish  of  Wadworth  : 

Cartwright’s  dole. 
Poors-money. 

Tofield’s  dole. 

Parish  of  Wales : 

Poors  allotment. 
Poors-money. 

Robinett’s  dole. 

Torie’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Whiston : 

Mansil’s  charity. 
Hammond’s  donation. 
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Cumberworth  Half. 

Rentcharge. 

\_ „ ; 


Poors  Land. 


Slaigbthwaite. 


The  Free  School. 


COUNTY  OF  YORK.— WEST  RIDING. 
WAPENTAKE  OF  AGBR1GG. 

PARISH  OF  EMLEY. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  CUMBERWORTH  HALF. 

Rentcharge. 

A rentcharge  of  10  s.  a year,  given  by  some  person  unknown,  is  payable  to 
the  poor  of  Cumberworth,  out  of  a field,  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Firth,  and  a 
moiety  thereof  is  distributed  among  poor  persons  of  Cumberworth  Half. 

Poors  Land. 

On  the  inclosure  of  Skelmanthorpe  Common  an  allotment  of  about  six  acres 
was  set  apart  for  the  joint  use  of  the  poor  of  Cumberworth  Half  and  Cumber- 
worth,  and  the  same  is  let  by  the  churchwardens,  overseers,  and  constables  of 
the  two  townships,  to  William  Fisher,  for  21  years,  at  10/.  105.  a year,  being 
the  full  annual  value. 

The  sum  of  6/.  a year,  part  of  the  rent,  is  paid,  by  usage,  to  the  master  of  the 
township-school  at  Skelmanthorpe,  for  instructing  six  poor  children,  three 
from  each  township,  and  the  residue  is  distributed  among  the  poor  of  the  town- 
ships, on  St.  Thomas’s-day. 


PARISH  OF  HUDDERSFIELD. 

CHAPELRY  OF  SLAIGHTHWAITE. 

The  Free  School. 

The  Reverend  Robert  Meek , by  deeds,  of  the  20th  and  21st  June  1721,  con- 
veyed to  trustees  a messuage  and  land  at  Lowood,  in  the  township  of  Stainland, 
and  parish  of  Halifax,  for  the  use  of  a schoolmaster  (not  being  curate  of 
Slaighthwaite),  to  be  elected  by  the  trustees  to  teach  poor  children,  to  be 
elected  by  the  curate,  chapehvardens,  and  overseers,  viz.,  two  from  Goldear, 
two  from  Linthwaite,  two  from  Lingard,  and  four  from  Slaighthwaite,  and  the 
number  to  be  increased  or  lessened  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees. 

In  1730  an  estate  at  Wood-lane,  in  the  township  of  Sowerby,  and  parish  of 
Halifax,  was  purchased  with  120/.,  given  by  different  benefactors  for  the  school, 
and  9 /.  given  by  the  Reverend  R.  Meek,  for  providing  bread  and  wine  for  the 
Sacrament  on  Whit-Sunday. 

The  school  is  under  the  direction  of  12  trustees. 

The  master  occupies  a school,  dwelling-house,  and  garden,  held  of  the  lord  of 
the  manor,  at  an  acknowledgment  of  2 5.  a year. 

The  property  at  Lowood,  consisting  of  a house,  outbuildings,  and  9 a.  2r.  17  p. 
of  land,  is  let  to  John  Holroyd  as  yearly  tenant,  at  20  /.  a year. 

The  estate  at  Wood-lane,  consisting  of  a house,  garden,  and  12  days  work, 
or  nearly  nine  acres  of  land,  is  let  to  John  Helliwell,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  22  /. 
a year. 

The  estates  are  properly  let,  and  the  rents,  after  deducting  for  repairs,  and 
9 5.  a year  for  the  Sacrament  on  Whit-Sunday,  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  and 
he  teaches  20  poor  children  as  free-scholars,  in  reading,  writing,  and  arith- 
metic, with  others,  as  pay-scholars.  Ten  of  the  free-scholars  are  chosen  from 
the  places  mentioned  in  the  deed,  in  such  proportions  as  therein  prescribed. 
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PARISH  OF  WRAGBY. 

Winn’s  Charity. 

It  appears  by  the  Returns  of  charitable  donations  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  Wragby. 
that  Mrs.  Sarah  Winn,  "by  Will,  dated  in  1765,  gave  20/.  per  annum  to  20  poor  w-  777  . 
widows  of  the  parish  of  Wragby,  and  that  the  annuity  was  then  paid  by  Mr.  lnns  Lian  Y- 
Winn.  This  annuity  is  now  paid  by  Sir  Edmund  Mark  Winn,  of  Acton  Hall, 
bart.,  and  is  distributed  in  equal  sums  among  20  poor  widows,  of  the  parish  of 
Wragby,  of  whom  nine  are  from  Nostall,  Huntwick,  and  Foulby,  five  from 
Huntwick  and  Hessle,  five  from  Winterset  and  Ryhill,  and  one  from  Hill  Top, 
this  mode  of  selection  being  adopted  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  stated  to 
have  been  entered  into  soon  after  the  gift  took  effect,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parish. 

Womb  well  Dole. 

An  annuity  of  1 /.  10s.  given  by  Thomas  Stringer , is  paid  out  ’of  lands  in  Woinbwell  Dole. 
Womb  well,  in  the  parish  of  Darfield,  for  the  poor  of  Foulby  and  other  town- 
ships, in  the  parish  of  Wragby,  by  Mr.  Richard  Birks,  the  owner,  and  is  dis- 
tributed at  Easter,  with  the  communion  money. 

Countess  of  Westmorland’s  Gift. 

[See  16th  Report,  p.  414.] 

The  sum  of  5l.,  a portion  of  this  charity,  payable  for  this  parish  in  turn  Countess  of  West- 
with  other  places,  is  applied  as  received  in  apprenticing  poor  children  of  norland's  Gift. 
Foulby. 

The  School. 

The  sum  of  61.  5s.  a year,  being  the  amount,  after  the  usual  deductions  of  The  School, 
a payment  of  61.  16s.  4 d.  from  the  revenues  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  for 
a grammar-school  at  Wragby,  is  paid  to  a schoolmaster  who  keeps  a school 
there  resorted  to  by  the  children  of  the  inhabitants  for  instruction  in  reading, 
writing,  and  accounts.  The  school  has  long  ceased  to  be  practically  used,  if 
it  ever  was  used,  as  a free  grammar-school. 


WAPENTAKE  OF  MORLEY. 


PARISH  OF  DEWSBURY. 

The  Charity  School. 

The  sum  of  1,100/.,  being  the  amount  of  donations  of  Mrs.  Mary  Bedford,  Dewsbury. 

William  Walker,  and  Thomas  Bedford,  for  the  education  of  the  poor  of  Dews-  

bury,  was  laid  out  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  100/.  thereof  in  erecting  The  Charity  School. 

a school-house,  and  the  residue  in  the  purchase  of  a farm,  called  Hedge  End, 

at  North  Bierley,  in  the  parish  of  Bradford,  which  was  conveyed  to  eight 

trustees,  by  deed,  dated  9th  March  1750,  upon  trust,  to  apply  the  yearly  rents 

in  the  education  of  50  poor  children,  boys  and  girls,  the  boys  in  reading,  writing, 

and  arithmetic,  and  the  girls  in  reading,  knitting,  and  sewing,  the  children  to 

be  chosen  out  of  the  natives  and  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Dewsbury,  if  a 

sufficient  number  could  there  be  found,  and  for  want  of  such,  out  of  the  natives 

and  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Earlsheaton. 

The  estate  was  conveyed  to  new  trustees  in  1795,  and  again  in  1819,  and  of 
the  latter  there  are  now  six  trustees  living. 

The  farm  comprises  a house,  and  about  40  acres  of  land,  and  is  let  with  a 
stone-quarry  thereon,  to  John  Barraclough,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  59/.  2s.  3d.  a 
year,  being  the  full  annual  value. 

The  trustees  are  also  possessed  of  a house  in  Dewsbury,  formerly  used  as 

a school  for  girls,  which  is  let  to Hulfield  at  10/.  10s.  a year,  and  of 

1,100/.  31  per-cent-annuities,  purchased  with  money  arising  from  the  sale  of 
coal  under  the  farm  at  North  Bierley. 

Rep.  19.  4 A 
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The  income  from  these  sources  is  108/.  25.  3d.  a year,  which  is  applied 
principally  in  the  support  of  a school  for  boys,  attended  by  from  80  to  100 
scholars,  who  are  instructed,  without  charge,  in  reading,  writing,  and  arith- 
metic. The  master  has  a salary  of  80/.  a year,  and  a yearly  allowance  of  21., 
or  thereabouts,  to  find  books  for  the  school,  and  he  employs  two  assistants. 

In  1810  a house  for  the  master  and  teachers,  a large  school-room,  and  a yard 
and  play -ground,  were  erected  and  made  on  ground  bought  for  the  purpose,  and 
the  expense,  amounting  to  upwards  of  1,300/.  was  defrayed  with  part  of  the 
money  produced  by  the  sale  of  the  coal. 

A separate  school  for  40  girls  used  to  be  kept  up  in  the  house  occupied  by 

Hulfield,  and  the  mistress  was  allowed  a salary  of  21 1.  a year ; but 

the  income  being  found  insufficient  to  maintain  botli  the  boys  school  on  its  pre- 
sent extensive  establishment,  and  the  girls  school,  and  the  mistress  becoming 
from  age  incapable  of  performing  her  duty,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  dis- 
continue the  girls  school  for  a time.  It  is  proposed  however  to  re-establish  it, 
and  the  surplus  income  of  the  charity  is  retained  to  accumulate  for  the  purpose. 
At  the  time  of  this  Inquiry  in  1826  there  was  a balance  on  this  account  of 
188/.  155.  65.  in  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Hagues  and  Cook,  of  Dewsbury,  and 
interest  at  4 per-cent  was  allowed  on  the  balance  in  the  bankers  hands. 

In  1795  a lease  for  30  years  was  granted  of  the  bed  of  coal,  for  the  purpose 
of  winning  and  working  it,  the  rent  or  purchase-money  being  payable  by  instal- 
ments, according  to  a previous  valuation.  The  whole  produce  amounted  to 
2,800/.  which  was  received  by  Mr.  Heald,  and  Mr.  John  Chester,  successive 
treasurers  of  the  charity,  and  the  sum  of  2,100/.  and  upwards,  part  thereof,  was 
applied  in  redeeming  the  land-tax  on  the  estate  at  Bierly,  in  the  expense  of 
building  the  new  school,  See.  and  in  the  purchase  of  the  sum  of  1,100/.  3£  per- 
cent annuities. 

The  late  Mr.  Thomas  Chester,  who  was  one  of  the  trustees,  acted  as  treasurer 
from  1805  till  1815,  and  there  was  a balance  due  from  him  of  822/.,  which  how- 
ever was  reduced  by  some  subsequent  payments  to  684  /.  85.  2d.  It  is  stated 
that  many  endeavours  were  used  by  the  present  trustees  to  obtain  payment  of 
the  balance  without  success.  Mr.  Chester  engaged  in  partnership  with  his  sons 
in  the  business  of  a coal  merchant,  and  embarked  his  capital  in  the  business, 
and  after  his  death  the  partnership  business  was  carried  on  by  his  sons,  but  in 
1819  they  became  bankrupt.  The  balance  of  684  /.  85.  2d.  was  proved  as  a 
debt  under  the  commission,  but  doubts  were  entertained  at  the  time  of  our 
Inquiry  whether  any  part  of  the  debt  would  be  recovered. 

-At  the  time  of  the  bankruptcy  of  Messrs.  Ingham  and  Co.,  who  were  bankers 
to  the  trustees,  there  was  also  a balance  due  from  them  to  the  charity  of  200/., 
which  was  proved  as  a debt  under  their  commission.  A proposal  has  been 
made  to  pay  a composition  on  their  debts  of  105.  in  the  pound,  which  at  the 
time  of  this  Inquiry  it  was  expected  would  be  accepted. 


Bentleys  Doles. 

The  yearly  sum  of  205.,  given  by  Michael  Bentley,  senior,  in  1617,  is  paid 
out  of  a close  called  Pepper  Royd,  the  property  of  Rockley  Batley,  esq. 

The  yearly  sum  of  1/.  65.  8 d.,  given  by  Michael  Bentley , junior,  in  1 621, 
is  paid  out  of  a close  called  the  Lady  Close,  the  property  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Hoi  royd. 

These  doles  are  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  among  widows  and  other 
poor  persons. 

Cottages. 

Three  tenements  at  Daw  Green  were  erected  at  the  township  expense,  on 
the  site  of  some  cottages  formerly  given  for  the  poor  by  M.  Bentley,  senior,  and 
M.  Bentley,  junior,  and  are  occupied  rent-free  by  widows  and  poor  families, 
put  in  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers. 
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CHAPELRY  OF  OSSETT. 

Charity-School. 

This  school  was  established  by  means  of  a subscription  in  1745. 

Part  of  the  fund  was  laid  out  in  building  a school-room  and  house  for  the 
master,  and  the  remainder  in  the  purchase  of  premises  at  Horbury,  now  con- 
sisting of  five  cottages  and  a croft,  which  were  conveyed  to  trustees  in  July 
1745,  upon  trust,  to  apply  the  rents,  after  payment  of  reasonable  charges  for 
teaching  such  number  of  poor  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ossett,  having 
gained  a legal  settlement  there,  to  read,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  as  the  trustees, 
or  a majority  of  them,  should  think  proper. 

The  cottages  and  croft  are  let  to  different  persons  as  yearly  tenants,  at 
rents  now  amounting  to  20/.  9$.  2r/.  a year,  being  the  yearly  value. 

Fifteen  poor  children  used  to  be  taught  as  free-scholars,  the  master  receiving 
the  rents  ; but  for  the  last  ten  years  the  trustees  have  retained  the  rents,  having 
engaged  a master  who  undertook  for  the  use  of  the  school-premises  and  the 
profits  from  teaching  pay-scholars,  to  teach  10  poor  children  free,  in  reading, 
writing,  and  accounts,  which  he  has  accordingly  done.  The  object  of  the 
trustees  in  retaining  the  rents  was  to  effect  some  repairs  and  improvements  on 
the  school-property,  but  this  design  was  afterwards  partly  suspended,  with  the 
view  of  applying  part  of  the  money  received  in  aid  of  a fund  raised  by  sub- 
scription for  erecting  a Sunday-school. 

The  sum  of  100/.,  out  of  the  rents  received  by  the  trustees,  was  accordingly 
appropriated  to  this  purpose,  but  the  undertaking  has  not  yet  been  completed. 

It  is  proposed  to  apply  the  surplus  rents  received  by  the  trustees,  with  some 
arrears  due,  and  which  amounted  together,  at  the  time  of  this  Inquiry,  to  about 
78/.,  and  the  rents  to  be  received  for  two  or  three  years  afterwards,  in  com- 
pleting the  repairs  and  improvements  originally  contemplated,  and  then  to 
place  the  school  on  its  former  footing,  with  some  additional  number  of  free- 
scholars. 

Doles. 

The  sum  of  10/.,  given  by  Sarah  Wilson , and  2/.  126’.,  given  by Doles. 

Sykes,  to  the  poor  of  Ossett,  were  laid  out  in  building  cottages  for  the  use  of 
the  parish,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  interest  of  the  charities  should  be  pro- 
vided for  out  of  the  parish-rates,  which  was  accordingly  done  until  about  six 
or  seven  years  ago.  The  interest  has  not  since  been  paid,  but  we  have  received 
an  undertaking  that  the  arrears  shall  be  paid,  and  the  interest  distributed  in 
future  among  industrious  poor  persons. 


WAPENTAKE  OF  OSGOLDCROSS. 

PARISH  OF  KELLINGTON. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BEAL. 

Doles. 

The  yearly  sum  of  51.  is  paid  out  of  the  poors  rates,  as  the  interest  of  some  Beal, 

benefactions  which  were  expended  in  building  some  cottages  used  as  poor-  ~7~ 

houses.  Dl,u!> 

The  sum  of  6s.  8 d.  a year  is  paid  as  a rentcharge  out  of  land  in  this  town- 
ship, the  property  of  Samuel  Crompton,  esq. 

These  annual  sums  are  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  at  a township-meet- 
ing, among  widows  and  other  poor  persons. 


PARISH  OF  HEMSWORTH. 

The  Free  Grammar  School. 

Robert  Holgate,  archbishop  of  York,  by  an  instrument,  under  his  hand  and  The  Free 
seal,  executed  in  the  year  1548,  reciting  that  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  by  Grammar  School, 
letters  patent,  dated  the  24th  of  October,  in  the  38th  year  of  his  reign,  had 
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granted  him  license  to  establish  a grammar-school  within  the  close  of  the  cathe- 
dral-church of  York,  another  in  Hemsworth,  and  another  in  Old  Malton ; the 
schoolmasters  whereof  should  every  of  them  be  incorporated  according  to  such 
ordinances  as  should  be  made  by  him  the  said  archbishop  ; and  further,  to  give 
lands  and  tenements  to  the  said  schoolmasters  and  their  successors,  and  parti- 
cularly to  the  schoolmaster  of  Hemsworth  and  his  successors  lands  and 
tenements  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  24/.,  declared  that  he  thereby  established 
a free-school  of  grammar  in  Hemsworth,  and  a master  thereof  to  teach  gram- 
mar and  other  knowledge  and  godly  learning,  freely,  without  taking  any 
stipend  or  exaction  of  the  scholars ; and  he  ordained  that  the  archbishop  of 
York  and  his  successors  should  have  the  nomination  and  gift  of  the  office 
of  master  of  the  school ; and  in  case  he  should  not  grant  the  mastership  within 
20  days  after  avoidance,  the  dean  and  chapter  of  the  cathedral-church  of  York 
should  have  the  grant  of  the  office  for  that  time,  so  that  they  granted  the  same 
within  20  days  next  after  the  20  days  appointed  to  the  archbishop,  and  if 
neither  the  archbishop,  nor  dean  and  chapter,  should  grant  the  office  within 
the  40  days,  then  he  ordained  that  nine  householders  of  the  parish  of  Hems- 
worth, to  be  chosen  at  a meeting  of  the  householders,  held  at  the  church 
in  Hemsworth,  when  warned  by  the  vicar  or  curate,  or  by  twTo  honest  persons 
of  the  parish,  together  with  the  archdeacon,  parson,  or  curate,  then  resident  of 
Hemsworth,  or  the  most  part  of  them,  should  for  that  time  have  the  grant 
of  the  office  ; and  he  ordained  that  the  master  should  be  versed  in  the  Hebrew, 
Greek,  and  Latin  tongues,  and  should  teach  and  inform  tlie  same  to  the  scholars, 
apt  for  the  same,  according  to  his  discretion  ; and  chiefly  he  ordained  that  the 
master  should  have  good  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  Latin  tongue, 
and  grammar,  and  should  daily  read  and  teach  grammar  and  other  good  authors 
of  the  Latin  tongue,  and  authors  translated  into  Latin,  to  the  scholars,  as  they 
should  be  able  to  receive  the  same,  and  that  he  should  have  an  usher  under 
him  to  teach  such  children  and  scholars  of  the  lowest  forms,  as  should  be 
appointed  to  him  by  the  master ; and  that  the  schoolmaster  should  yearly  pay 
to  the  usher  4/.  towards  his  living,  and  should  have  the  election  of  the  usher, 
but  should  not  deprive  him  of  his  place  but  for  reasonable  cause  to  be  allowed 
by  the  archbishop  of  York,  or  the  other  persons  to  whom  the  gift  of  the  mas- 
tership was  thereby  appointed,  or  by  six  of  them  at  the  least ; and  that  if  any 
usher  at  the  avoidance  of  the  office  of  schoolmaster  should  be  able  to  teach  the 
school  according  to  the  meaning  of  that  instrument,  he  should  be  nominated, 
and  none  other,  to  the  office  of  master,  and  if  he  should  not  be  fit  for  the  office 
it  should  be  given  to  one  of  the  ushers  of  the  free-schools  in  the  city  of  York, 
or  Old  Malton,  who  should  be  most  fit : And  he  further  directed  that  the  school- 
master should  diligently  apply  himself  to  teach  grammar  and  other  knowledge 
in  the  said  school  during  the  hours  and  times  therein  appointed ; and  should 
daily  read  the  psalms  and  prayers,  therein  mentioned,  to  the  scholars,  and  that 
on  every  Sunday  and  holiday  the  master  should  sit  in  some  convenient  place  in 
the  parish-church  of  Hemsworth,  where  all  his  scholars  might  be  before  or 
nigh  him  ; and  that  if  the  master  should  not  pay  such  sums  of  money  as  he  was 
therein  limited  to  pay,  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  that  instrument,  or 
should  be  remiss  or  negligent  in  teaching,  or  be  a common  drunkard,  or  guilty 
of  any  notable  offence,  then  after  certain  admonitions,  and  upon  certificate 
made,  and  oath  taken  as  therein  directed,  the  office  of  schoolmaster  should  be 
void,  and  should  be  filled  up  afresh : And  he  ordained  that  the  schoolmaster 
and  his  successors  should  not  demise  or  let  the  lands  to  be  given  to  him  and  his 
successors  for  longer  than  21  years  from  the  date  of  the  lease,  nor  should  make 
any  new  lease  during  the  continuance  of  any  old  lease,  nor  should  raise  the 
rents  of  the  lands  above  the  yearly-rent  then  paid  according  to  a rental  there- 
unto annexed  : And  he  ordained  that  the  schoolmaster  and  his  successors  should 
yearly  pay  to  six  poor  scholars,  to  be  appointed  as  thereinafter  limited,  10/.  yearly, 
that  is,  to  every  of  them  33s.  4 d.,  on  the  days  therein  mentioned,  which 
six  scholars  he  directed  should  be  chosen  and  appointed  by  the  parson,  curate, 
schoolmaster,  churchwardens,  and  four  of  the  best  householders  in  the  parish 
of  Hemsworth,  or  the  most  part  of  them,  from  poor  mens  children  inhabiting 
in  the  parishes  of  Hemsworth,  Felkirk,  South  Kirkby,  Ackworth,  Royston,  and 
Wragby,  the  said  scholars  to  be  betwixt  the  age  of  eight  and  eighteen  years  ; and 
that  no  scholars  should  have  the  stipend  after  attaining  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  except  he  were  born  in  the  parish  of  Hemsworth,  and  were  fatherless, 

in 
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in  which  case  he  might  have  the  annuity  until  he  were  22  years  of  age,  provided 
he  continued  at  the  school  according  to  that  foundation  ; and  that  the  school- 
master, on  the  renewal  of  every  lease,  should  only  take  such  fines  and  grassomes 
as  in  the  rental  thereunto  annexed  should  be  appointed ; all  which  fines  and 
grassomes  he  ordained  should  be  kept  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned,  and  be 
bestowed  for  the  necessary  reparations  of  the  school-house  and  buildings 
adjoining  the  same,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  that  foundation  ; and  that 
when  there  should  be  10  /.  in  the  fund  arising  from  the  fines  before  directed, 
to  be  kept  for  reparations  and  the  maintenance  of  that  foundation,  all  the  rest 
and  surplusage  should  be  bestowed  upon  the  necessary  mending  of  highways 
and  to  the  helping  and  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Hemsworth,  and  of 
the  poor  scholars  there,  at  the  discretion  of  the  parson  or  curate  of  Hemsworth, 
the  vicar  or  curate  of  Felkirk,  and  of  the  schoolmaster,  and  four  honest  house- 
holders of  the  parish  of  Hemsworth,  or  the  most  part  of  them,  so  that  the  said 
schoolmaster  or  parson  of  Hemsworth  were  one : And  it  was  provided  that  it 

should  be  lawful  for  the  said  archbishop  to  alter  and  change,  at  his  pleasure,  that 
foundation  and  erection,  or  any  thing  therein  contained,  any  clause,  matter,  or 
sentence  in  that  instrument  notwithstanding : And  he  further  ordained,  that 
it  should  be  lawful  to  grant  the  office  of  schoolmaster,  as  well  to  lay  persons, 
married  or  unmarried,  as  to  any  priest  or  other  person  ecclesiastical;  that  neither 
the  schoolmaster  nor  usher  should  be  bound  to  teach  any  children  but  such  as 
could  read,  but  the  schoolmaster  should,  at  his  discretion,  appoint  one  of  the 
before-mentioned  six  poor  scholars,  or  some  other  scholar,  to  hear  and  teach 
such  as  could  not  read,  so  that  no  one  scholar  were  appointed  above  one  day 
in  the  week. 

The  instrument  concludes  in  these  words,  viz. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  abovesaid  archbishop,  to  all  the  four  parts  of  this 
foundation,  that  is  to  say,  to  one  part  remaining  with  me,  the  archbishop  for  me 
and  my  successors ; to  the  second  part,  remaining  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
York,  and  their  successors ; to  the  third  part,  remaining  with  the  archdeacon 
and  of  Hemsworth,  and  their  successors ; and  to  the  fourth,  remaining 

with  the  master  of  the  school,  and  his  successors,  have  set  and  subscribed  my 
name  the  24th  day  of  M in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign 

lord  Edward  the  6th,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  England,  France  and  Ire- 
land, defender  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  Church  of  England  and  Ireland,  in  earth 
the  supreme  head ; and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  a thousand  five  hundred 
forty  and  eight.  Robert , Ebor . 

By  Indenture  of  Feoffment,  dated  10th  December,  2d  Edward  6th,  reciting 
the  letters  patent,  the  archbishop,  by  virtue  of  the  said  license  of  Henry  the  8th, 
and  for  part  of  the  said  lands  and  hereditaments  of  the  yearly  value  of  24/. 
granted  and  confirmed  to  John  Thurlston,  master  of  the  said  school  in  Hems- 
worth a close  in  Hemsworth  abutting  as  therein  mentioned,  which  the  arch- 
bishop had  purchased,  with  the  intention  that  a house  fit  for  the  free-school 
might  be  built  thereon ; a tenement  called  Bissett  House,  with  the  lands  and  here- 
ditaments thereto  belonging,  in  the  parishes  of  Hemsworth  and  Felkirk,  then  lately 
let  at  465.  4 d.  a year ; a tenement  in  Hemsworth,  with  the  lands  thereto  belonging, 
let  at  40^.  a year  ; certain  yearly  rents  amounting  together  to  35.  4>d . or  there- 
abouts, out  of  lands  or  tenements  in  or  near  Hemsworth ; the  rectory  of 
Synnington,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  the  county  of  York,  and  all  the  tithes  of 
grain,  wool  and  lambs  belonging  to  the  rectory,  and  all  the  pension  of  the  said 
rectory,  with  the  appurtenances,  and  all  rents  and  services  reserved  or  issuing 
out  of  the  said  rectory,  which  rectory  and  premises  were  then  let  for  51.  18 5. 
a year ; two  messuages,  and  certain  lands  and  tenements  in  Sandwith,  in  the 
county  of  York  ; and  a messuage  in  Sandhutton,  in  the  county  of  York,  called 
Sandhutton  Grange,  and  all  other  the  lands,  rents,  services  and  hereditaments 
of  the  archbishop  in  Sandhutton  and  Sandhutton  Car,  then  let  at  4 marks  per 
annum ; all  which  premises  were  then  extended  together  at  the  clear  annual 
value  of  21/.  35.  \d. ; to  hold  to  John  Thurlston,  the  then  master  of  the 
school,  and  his  successors,  for  their  own  use,  according  to  the  foundation  and 
ordinances  of  the  school. 

The  estate  mentioned  in  the  deed  by  the  name  of  Bissett  House,  the  fee- 
farm  rents,  and  the  property  at  Sandwith,  are  not  and  never  have  been,  as  far 
as  is  known,  held  for  the  use  of  the  school,  but  they  are  part  of  the  property  in 
possession  of  the  hospital  at  Hemsworth  founded  by  the  archbishop.  It  is  men- 

4 A 3 tioned 


Hemsworth. 


The  Free 
Grammar  School, 
continued. 

V J 


Hemsworth. 

The  Free 
Grammar  School, 
continued. 


554  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

tioned  in  a decree  in  a suit  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  dated  15th  October, 
11th  James  1st.,  that  Thurlston,  the  schoolmaster,  re-conveyed  the  estate  called 
Bissett  House,  with  other  lands,  to  the  archbishop,  and  the  archbishop,  by  his 
will,  devised  the  same  to  the  use  of  the  hospital ; and  the  property  at  Sandhutton 
j appears  to  be  comprised  in  letters  patent,  which  were  granted  to  the  executors 
of  the  archbishop,  giving  them  license  to  endow  the  hospital  with  lands  in  the 
places  therein  mentioned. 

The  school-property  consists  of  the  following  particulars  : 

1.  A school-room  at  Hemsworth. 

2.  The  master’s  dwelling-house,  with  a yard  and  garden,  and  land  adjoining* 
containing  3 a.  1r.  These  are  let  by  the  master,  with  the  furniture  in  the 
dwelling-house,  at  the  annual  rent  of  7 2/.  8s. 

3.  The  rectory  of  Synnington,  comprising  two  houses,  166a.  2r.  21  p.  of 
land,  and  a tithe-rent  or  money -payment  of  62/.  IQs.  5d.  ; the  land  and  tithe- 
rent  having  been  awarded  to  the  rectory  on  an  Inclosure  under  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament passed  in  1786. 

The  right  of  presentation  to  the  vicarage  is  exercised  by  the  schoolmaster ; 
and  the  possessions  of  the  rectory  are  let  on  a lease  for  21  years,  from  April 
1824,  to  Robert  Robinson,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  80/.  The  rectory  has  usually 
been  demised  on  leases  for  21  years,  renewable  every  seven  years  on  payment 
of  a fine  ; the  fine  received  on  the  last  renewal  was  410/. 

4.  A farm  at  Sandwith,  comprising  a house,  outbuildings,  and  43  a.  1 r.  37p., 
let  to  Robert  Kipling  and  Matthew  Todd,  on  lease  for  21  years,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  8 /. 

These  premises  are  let  in  the  same  manner.  At  the  time  of  this  Inquiry 
a negociation  was  pending  for  a renewal  of  the  lease,  and  the  farm  had  been 
valued  at  65/.  a year,  but  the  amount  of  the  fine  had  not  been  determined. 

5.  Another  farm  at  Sandwith,  comprising  53a.  Or.  31  p.  of  land,  let  to 
Benjamin  Brooksbank,  for  21  years,  from  Michaelmas  1824,  at  10/.  a year. 

This  farm  is  also  let  on  like  renewable  leases,  and  the  last  fine  received  was 

270/. 

The  master  lets  the  property  on  the  best  terms  he  can  obtain,  and  the  fines 
are  determined  by  valuation  on  each  renewal. 

The  present  master  of  the  school,  the  Rev.  John  Simpson,  was  appointed  by 
the  archbishop  in  1801,  being  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  master  also  of  the 
hospital  in  Hemsworth. 

As  master  of  the  school  he  receives  the  whole  of  the  income  arising  from  the 
school-estates,  and  professes  he  has  always  been  willing  and  ready  to  receive 
and  instruct  boys  as  free-scholars  in  grammatical  and  classical  learning,  which 
he  considers  the  only  duty  of  the  master  by  the  terms  of  the  foundation,  but 
there  are  no  scholars  of  that  description  at  the  school,  and  the  master  states 
that  he  has  never  been  applied  to  to  take  scholars  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
a classical  education.  He  has  occasionally  had  private  pupils  in  his  house,  but 
not  of  late  years. 

Whether  the  school  was  ever  conducted  to  any  considerable  extent  as  a free 
grammar-school  does  not  appear.  There  are  no  traces  of  its  being  resorted  to 
as  a grammar-school  for  several  years ; and  the  predecessor  of  the  present 
master,  who  was  also  a clergyman,  had  not  during  his  time  any  free-scholars. 

The  persons  appointed  to  the  office  of  master  have  always  been  clergymen, 
or  others  qualified  to  teach  a grammar  school. 

It  has  been  usual  for  the  master  to  appoint  an  usher.  The  person  now  hold- 
ing that  situation  was  appointed  by  the  predecessor  of  the  present  master,  and 
receives  from  Mr.  Simpson  an  allowance  of  24  /.  a year. 

The  several  constitutions  or  orders  which  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
six  poor  scholars  to  teach  reading,  and  for  an  allowance  to  them,  and  for  laying 
up  the  fines  or  surplus-produce  as  a stock,  and  applying  the  same  for  reparation 
of  highways,  relief  of  the  poor,  and  of  poor  scholars,  if  they  ever  were 
observed,  which  does  not  appear,  have  for  a very  long  time  fallen  into  disuse ; 
and  in  the  copy  of  the  constitutions  given  to  the  master  on  his  appointment 
by  the  secretary  of  the  archbishop  those  several  regulations  were  not  included. 

Though  the  institution  cannot  be  said  to  have  existed  in  operation  as  a 
grammar-school  for  some  time  past,  it  has  been  usual  to  keep  a school  in  the 
school-room  belonging  to  the  charity,  for  the  instruction  of  children  of  the 
place  and  neighbourhood  in  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  the  usher  for  the 

time 
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time  being  acting  as  the  master  or  teacher  of  such  school,  under  the  general 
superintendence  of  the  principal  master ; but  this  has  not  been  conducted  as 
a free-school,  a quarterage  being  paid  for  the  instruction  of  the  children. 
During  the  time  of  the  late  master  he  allowed  the  usher  40/.  a year,  and 
received  himself  the  quarterage  paid  for  the  children  ; the  present  master,  for 
the  professed  purpose  of  stimulating  the  exertions  of  the  usher,  has  from  the 
first  allowed  him  to  receive  the  quarterage,  the  same  being,  however,  in  lieu 
of  the  difference  between  the  stipend  formerly  paid  and  that  now  paid  to  the 
usher  ; and  this  arrangement  was  adopted  with  the  usher’s  consent. 

The  school  is  attended  by  50  or  60  scholars,  who  are  instructed  in  reading, 
&c.  by  the  usher,  at  a quarterly  payment  of  105.  each  for  instruction  in  all 
branches  taught  in  the  school,  and  a lower  quarterage  for  such  as  are  taught 
reading,  or  reading  and  writing  only ; and  some  few  boys  are  occasionally 
taught  Latin  to  a small  extent. 

Whether  the  school  kept  for  instruction  in  reading,  &c.  emanated  from  the 
provision  made  by  the  constitutions  for  the  instruction  of  some  of  the  scholars 
in  reading,  cannot  be  distinctly  traced ; but  the  fact  of  the  scholars  always 
paying  a quarterage  for  learning  to  read,  &c.  militates  against  that  pre- 
sumption. . 

As  usual  in  similar  cases,  dissatisfaction  prevails  among  the  poorer  classes  in 
the  neighbourhood  because  their  children  are  not  instructed  as  free-scholars 
without  payment  of  any  quarterage ; and  considering  that  a grammar-school  is 
not  wanted  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  that  in  fact  the  office 
of  the  master  has  become  a sinecure,  and  the  institution  is  of  no  public  benefit 
except  to  such  limited  or  partial  extent  as  may  be  inferred  from  what  is  above 
mentioned,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  public  advantages  contemplated  by  the 
founder  have  in  a great  measure  failed  ; it  appears,  however,  to  us,  that  the 
primary  object  of  the  founder  was  to  establish  a free-school  for  grammatical 
instruction  in  the  learned  languages,  and  we  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  means 
exist  of  converting  the  institution  into  a free-school  of  a different  character,  or 
that  as  a matter  of  right  children  are  entitled  to  be  instructed  in  the  lower 
branches  of  learning  without  charge  ; nor  do  we  think  it  certain  that  an  appli- 
cation to  a court  of  equity  to  enforce  the  observance  of  the  regulations 
respecting  the  application  of  the  fines  or  gross  sums  would  be  successful,  as 
these  regulations  have  not,  as  far  as  is  known,  ever  been  acted  upon  or  recog- 
nized in  practice. 

As  the  master  takes  no  part  in  the  instruction  of  the  children,  it  appears  to 
us  he  has  little  or  no  claim  to  any  interest  in  the  sums  paid  for  their  instruction  ; 
and  considering  the  great  advance  in  the  value  of  the  school-estates  since  the 
appointment  of  the  present  master,  it  seems  to  us  that  a more  liberal  allowance 
or  salary  should  be  paid  by  him  to  the  usher ; and  if  by  consent  of  all  parties 
interested  a free-school  for  the  instruction  of  children  of  the  neighbourhood  in 
the  ordinary  branches  of  an  English  education  could  be  ingrafted,  under  proper 
authority,  upon  the  institution,  it  seems  to  us  such  a measure  would  be  very 
desirable. 

Hemswoiith  Hospital. 

Robert  Holgate,  Archbishop  of  York,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  the  2Gth 
April  1555,  devised  to  his  executors,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  site  and  pre- 
cinct of  the  then  late  priory  of  Old  Malton  in  the  county  of  York,  and  all  the 
demesne  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  in  Old  Malton,  Wykeham,  and 
Howhouse ; and  the  site,  precinct  and  demesne  lands  and  tenements  of 
Yeddingham,  and  the  manor-place  in  the  town  of  Yeddingham,  and  all  his 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  in  Huggate ; and  his  lands  and  tenements 
called  Bysset  House  and  Bysset  Lands,  in  the  parishes  of  Hemsworth  and  Fel- 
kirk,  in  the  said  county ; and  the  chauntry-house,  lands,  and  hereditaments, 
belonging  to  the  then  late  chauntry  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  parishes  of  Hems- 
worth and  Budesworth ; and  his  house  and  tenement  called  the  Treasurer’s 
House ; and  his  houses,  lands,  and  tenements  in  the  close  of  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  York,  and  in  the  city  of  York,  and  Bishopthorpe,  in  the  county  of 
the  city  of  York,  to  the  intent  that  his  executors  should  within  two  years  after 
his  decease  found,  erect,  and  cause  to  be  incorporated,  an  hospital,  of  one 
master  and  twenty  brethren  and  sisters,  in  Hemsworth  ; the  master  thereof  to 
be  a clerk  in  holy  orders,  to  be  appointed  by  his  executors,  whilst  any  of  them 
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should  live,  and  after  their  death  by  the  parson  of  the  parish-church  of  Hems- 
worth for  the  time  being,  the  two  churchwardens,  and  four  of  the  most  honest 
parishioners  of  the  said  parish ; the  said  master  to  dwell  and  reside  in  the 
hospital,  and  not  to  absent  therefrom  above  a month  in  every  year,  on  pain  of 
privation,  except  for  urgent  and  necessary  cause,  to  be  allowed  and  approved  of 
by  those  having  authority  to  appoint  the  master ; and  that  the  brethren  and 
sisters  to  be  put  into  the  said  hospital  should  be  chosen  by  the  parson,  church- 
wardens, and  four  of  the  most  honest  parishioners  of  Hemsworth,  out  of  the 
poor  parishioners  of  the  said  parish,  and  of  Felkirk,  Kirkby,  and  Wragby  next 
adjoining ; provided  that  there  should  be  none  admitted  into  the  hospital  for 
brethren  and  sisters  but  such  as  were  fully  threescore  years  of  age,  or  more, 
or  else  blind  or  lame  persons  at  the  time  of  their  admission  ; and  that  the  master 
of  the  hospital  should  have  yearly,  towards  his  living,  20  marks  in  money,  and 
every  one  of  the  brethren  and  sisters  yearly,  53s.  4 d.,  towards  their  living  ; and 
if  his  executors  should  have  goods,  chattels,  or  lands  sufficient  after  his  decease 
to  make  the  said  20  marks  20/.,  then  he  willed  that  the  master  and  his  suc- 
cessors should  have  yearly  20/.,  and  every  of  the  brethren  and  sisters  4/.  yearly. 
And  he  willed  that  his  executors  should  sell  all  his  messuages,  lands,  and  tene- 
ments in  the  close  and  county  of  the  city  of  York,  for  the  performance  of  that 
his  will ; and  he  thereof  appointed  Sir  William  Petre,  knt.,  Thomas  Gaudye, 
feijeant  at  law,  Sir  Thomas  Gargrave,  knt.,  Edward  Wotton,  doctor  of  physic, 
John  Broxholme,  John  Golding,  clerk,  and  Thomas  Spencer,  executors. 

The  will  was  proved  the  4th  December  1 556,  and  in  the  following  year  letters 
patent  were  granted  to  Sir  William  Petre,  Sir  Thomas  Gargrave,  John  Brox- 
holme, and  Thomas  Spencer,  the  surviving  executors,  to  erect  and  establish 
the  hospital  as  a corporation,  to  consist  of  a master  and  20  brethren  and  sisters  ; 
and  license  was  thereby  given  to  the  said  Sir  William  Petre,  and  others,  their 
heirs  and  executors,  to  convey  unto  the  master,  brethren,  and  sisters  of  the 
hospital,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons,  for  their  use,  the  house,  site,  and 
precinct  of  the  late  monastery  or  priory  of  Old  Malton,  with  divers  other  heredi- 
taments and  premises  in  the  several  places  mentioned  in  the  letters  patent,  being 
late  parcel  of  the  lands  and  possessions  of  Archbishop  Holgate,  not  exceed- 
ing the  yearly  value  of  100/.  ; and  that  after  the  death  of  the  executors  the 
rector  and  churchwardens  of  Hemsworth,  and  four  honest  men,  parishioners  of 
the  parish,  should  have  the  nomination  and  appointment  of  the  master,  brethren 
and  sisters,  according  to  the  statutes  and  ordinances,  by  the  said  William  Petre 
and  others  to  be  made  and  ordained. 

By  a deed  or  instrument,  bearing  date  the  20th  September,  4th  and  5th  Wil- 
liam & Mary,  executed  by  the  said  William  Petre  and  others,  purporting  to  con- 
tain the  foundation  and  constitutions  of  the  hospital,  as  declared  in  the  presence 
of  the  parson  of  Hemsworth,  and  others  whose  names  are  therein  mentioned,  it 
was  ordained  (among  other  things)  that  after  the  death  ot  the  executors,  the 
heirs  of  Sir  Thomas  Gargrave,  dwelling  in  or  nigh  Hemsworth  parish,  and  the 
parson  of  the  parish  of  Hemsworth,  if  resident,  should  have  the  gift  and  nomi- 
nation of  the  master,  brethren,  and  sisters  of  the  hospital  on  vacancies  ; and  if 
the  heirs  of  Sir  Thomas  Gargrave,  and  the  parson  of  Hemsworth  for  the  time 
being,  or  one  of  them,  should  not  within  a month  after  any  avoidance  appoint 
another  meet  person,  the  parson  of  Hemsworth  for  the  time  being,  or  in  his 
absence  the  curate  there,  with  the  schoolmaster  of  the  grammar-school  at  Hems- 
worth, and  the  churchwardens,  with  four  substantial  parishioners,  being  occu- 
piers of  lands  in  the  parish,  or  the  most  part  of  them,  should  have  the  appoint- 
ment, within  six  weeks  after  the  former  default ; and  if  they  should  make  default, 
then  the  parsons,  or  vicars  and  curates,  of  the  parishes  of  Kirby,  Felkirk,  and 
Wragby,  with  the  churchwardens,  or  so  many  of  them  as  should  come  to  Hems- 
worth church,  at  a day  to  be  named,  should  have  the  naming  and  putting  in  of 
a meet  person,  within  six  weeks  after  the  former  default,  or  else  the  heirs  of 
Sir  Thomas  Gargrave,  and  the  parson  of  Hemsworth,  should  have  the  nomina- 
tion as  before  they  might  have  had ; the  nomination  and  appointment  when 
made  by  the  parson,  curate  and  churchwardens  of  Hemsworth,  and  four  honest 
men  of  Hemsworth  aforesaid,  or  by  the  parsons,  vicars,  curates  and  church- 
wardens of  Felkirk,  South  Kirkby,  and  Wragby,  to  take  place  in  the  parish- 
church  of  Hemsworth  upon  some  holyday,  betwixt  morning  and  evening  prayers, 
by  a majority  of  those  assembled  to  have  the  election,  of  which  meeting  the 
curate  of  the  church  of  Hemsworth  should  give  warning  in  the  church  the 

Sunday 
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Sunday  before  the  election,  to  the  intent  that  all  persons  to  whom  the  same 
should  appertain  might  have  knowledge  thereof ; that  the  master  of  the  hospital 
should  reside  therein,  and  not  be  absent  above  one  month  in  the  year,  unless 
about  the  necessary  suit  and  matters  of  the  hospital,  or  unless  he  should  be  a 
student  in  one  of  the  Universities  of  Oxford,  or  Cambridge,  and  have  taken 
degrees  therein,  and  during  his  absence  find  a sufficient  deputy  to  .supply  his 
office  in  the  hospital ; provided,  that  if  the  master  continued  in  the  University 
above  three  years  after  his  election  to  the  office  of  master  of  the  hospital,  the 
same  should  be  void  : that  if  the  master  should  be  beneficed,  or  appropriated  to 
any  other  cure,  o the  yearly  value  of  20  /.,  the  office  of  master  should  be  void, 
except  that  it  s ould  be  lawful  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  grammar-school  of 
Hemsworth  to  ave  and  occupy  the  room  of  master  of  the  hospital  so  long  as 
he  should  be  schoolmaster  there,  and  resident  at  Hemsworth,  it  being  the  will 
and  desire  of  the  founder  that  one  person  might  continually  have  both  the  said 
rooms,  and  be  both  master  of  the  hospital  and  schoolmaster  of  the  grammar- 
school  of  Hemsworth,  to  the  intent  an  able  and  learned  man  might  have  them, 
and  be  willing  to  be  placed  there  : That  the  said  master,  brethren,  and  sisters 
should  not  demise  nor  let  any  of  the  lands  of  the  hospital  above  the  term  of 
21  years  from  the  making  such  lease,  nor  raise  the  yearly  rents,  nor  take  any 
fine  above  three  years  rent,  the  same  fines  to  be  kept  as  therein  directed ; and 
when  the  fines  should  amount  to  20 /.  and  above,  the  excess  should  be  bestowed 
upon  the  repairs  and  maintenance  of  the  hospital,  and  the  brothers  and  sisters 
of  the  same,  and  towards  the  mending  of  the  highways,  and  the  helping  of  poor 
children  in  the  parish  of  Hemsworth,  by  the  discretion  of  the  master  of  the 
hospital,  the  heirs  of  Sir  Thomas  Gargrave,  the  parson  or  curate  of  Hemsworth, 
and  the  churchwardens  and  four  honest  men  of  the  parish,  or  the  most  part  of 
them  ; and  that  the  profits  which  might  be  derived  from  any  wood-sales  or 
otherwise,  above  the  yearly  stipends  then  appointed  to  the  master,  brethren, 
and  sisters  received,  should  be  kept  and  bestowed  in  the  same  manner,  pro- 
vided there  should  always  be  kept  20/.  for  any  great  or  urgent  necessity:  That 
persons  born  in  the  parishes  of  Hemsworth,  Felkirk,  South  Kirkby,  or  Wragby, 
who  should  have  dwelt  therein  for  the  space  of  ten  years,  should  be  chosen  into 
the  hospital  before  any  others  in  any  of  the  said  parishes,  and  that  no  person 
should  be  placed  in  the  hospital  that  had  not  dwelt  in  some  of  the  said  four 
parishes  for  two  years  at  least  before  his  or  her  election,  except  such  person 
were  born  in  one  of  the  said  parishes : That  on  the  death  or  removal  of  any 
master,  brother  or  sister,  such  portion  of  his  or  her  pension  as  should  grow  due 
during  the  vacancy,  according  to  the  rate  of  the  pension  by  the  year,  should  be 
kept  and  bestowed,  as  before  appointed,  for  fines  and  other  sums  of  money  ; and 
that  every  master,  brother  and  sister,  should  only  have  their  stipend  or  salary 
from  the  day  of  their  admission  : That  the  master  should  have  for  his  yearly 
stipend  20  marks,  and  each  of  the  brethren  and  sisters  four  marks  ; but  that  if 
the  executors  should  by  any  means  increase  the  lands  or  tenements  whereby 
they  might  increase  the  livings,  then  that  the  master  should  have  for  his  stipend 
yearly  20/.,  and  every  of  the  brethren  and  sisters  yearly  4/.,  or  as  nigh  that 
value  as  the  lands  and  tenements  would  amount  to  : That  the  brethren  should 
wear  gowns,  all  of  one  colour,  white  or  white  ruse,  and  the  women  wear  long 
gowns  of  the  same  colour  ; provided,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  executors, 
and  the  survivors  of  them  during  their  lives,  to  alter  any  of  the  said  ordinances, 
or  to  make  such  new  ones  as  to  them  might  seem  convenient. 

The  executors  remained  in  possession  of  the  several  estates  till  the  year 
16.32,  or  thereabouts,  paying  for  some  time  100  marks,  and  afterwards  100/.,  for 
the  stipends  of  the  master  and  brethren. 

In  1634,  a suit  having  been  instituted  two  years  before  by  the  master  and 
brethren  in  the  court  of  Chancery,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  right  of 
the  hospital  to  the  estates  devised,  a commission  of  charitable  uses  was  issued 
by  the  direction  of  the  then  lord-keeper,  under  which  a decree  was  made,  that 
all  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  archbishop’s  will  should  enure,  and  be  employed 
and  settled  upon  the  hospital,  and  the  master,  brethren  and  sisters  thereof. 
Exceptions  were  taken  to  the  decree,  but  on  the  hearing  thereof  the  4th 
February,  12  Charles  1st,  the  decree  was  confirmed  by  the  lord-keeper,  except 
as  to  certain  charity-lands  which  were  given  up  by  the  hospital,  and  subject 
also  to  a direction  that  the  hospital  should  make  a lease  of  part  of  the  charity- 
estate,  situate  at  Old  Malton,  to  persons  named  Blackiston,  who  had  previously 
Rep.  19.  4 B been 
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been  in  possession  thereof,  upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  lord-keeper's 
decree  of  confirmation. 

Various  proceedings  were  afterwards  taken  at  different  times  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  at  the  suit  of  persons  claiming,  as  assignees,  of  parts  of  the  charity- 
estates  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a claim  by  them  to  a tenant-right  of 
renewal  upon  beneficial  terms,  and  until  the  year  1805  the  different  lessees  of 
the  charity-estates  had  their  leases  continued  and  renewed  at  the  same  rents 
and  fines  as  had  been  fixed  in  or  about  the  year  1707 ; but  the  right  of  the 
lessees  to  renewal  upon  such  terms  being  called  in  question  by  the  present 
Master,  a suit  was  instituted  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  1805,  on  behalf  of  per- 
sons interested  under  former  leases,  against  the  Master,  &c.  praying  a declaration 
that  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  a renewal  of  the  leases  under  the  same  rents, 
and  upon  the  same  terms  on  which  former  leases  had  been  granted ; on  the 
hearing  however  of  the  cause  in  August  1807,  the  bill  was  dismissed,  it  being 
held  that  the  plaintiffs  had  failed  in  making  out  a right  to  compel  a renewal  in 
their  favour. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  state  at  greater  length  the  various  proceedings  which 
have  taken  place  with  reference  to  this  subject,  as  the  substance  of  them,  and 
the  final  judgment  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  I8O7,  are  to  be  found  in  the 
printed  reports  of  cases  in  the  court  of  chancery*. 

In  1812  an  information  was  filed,  at  the  relation  of  parties  disappointed  by 
the  result  of  the  former  suit,  to  regulate  the  mode  of  letting  the  charity-es- 
tates, and  the  application  of  the  rents  thereof,  but  the  information  was  ulti- 
mately dismissed  for  want  of  prosecution. 

In  1S15,  a petition  was  presented  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  by  some  neigh- 
bouring gentlemen,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  Master,  &c.,  from  the 
inconveniencies  resulting  from  the  former  suit,  which  was  then  pending,  praying 
directions  for  the  future  management  of  the  hospital,  and  the  estates  belonging 
to  it ; and  on  the  hearing  thereof,  it  was  referred  to  one  of  the  Masters  of  the 
court  to  make  certain  inquiries,  and  to  settle  the  terms  on  which  the  leases  of 
the  charity-estates  should  be  renewed,  and  the  Master  having  made  full  inquiries 
upon  the  points  referred  to  him,  and  having  made  his  report,  the  same  was  con- 
firmed by  an  order,  bearing  date  the  29th  day  of  November  181b,  whereby  it 
was  ordered  that  the  rents  of  the  hospital-estates  should  be  divided  and  distri- 
buted among  the  master,  brethren,  and  sisters  in  the  proportions  theretofore 
observed,  as  follows  ; viz.,  one  fifth  thereof  to  the  master,  and  the  other  four 
fifths  equally  among  the  brethren  and  sisters;  and  that  the  fines  already  received, 
or  to  be  thereafter  received,  on  the  granting  of  leases,  should  be  applied  in  the 
first  place  (but  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  costs  as  directed  by  the  order) 
towards  the  charges  and  expenses  of  repairing  and  improving  the  house  of  the 
master  of  the  hospital,  and  of  the  hospital  and  buildings  thereto  belonging, 
and  all  incidental  charges  and  expenses  whatsoever  relating  to  or  concerning 
the  hospital,  and  the  management  of  the  business  and  affairs  of  the  same,  and 
that  the  surplus  should  be  divided  between  the  master,  brethren  and  sisters,  in 
the  same  proportions  as  the  rents  of  the  estates  ; and  that  the  monies  to  arise 
from  the  sale  of  timber  and  underwood  should  in  the  first  instance  be  applied 
in  the  same  manner  and  for  the  same  purposes  as  the  fines,  and  the  surplus 
should  be  paid  and  distributed  between  the  master,  brethren,  and  sisters  in  the 
same  proportion  as  the  rents  ; and  in  making  distribution  of  the  monies 
thitherto  accrued  from  rents,  fines,  sale  of  timber,  and  otherwise,  a rateable  pro- 
portion of  such  money  as  had  accrued  during  the  lives  of  some  of  the  brethren 
and  sisters,  who  were  then  deceased,  was  directed  to  be  paid  to  their  represen- 
tatives. 

The  estates  on  lease  are  let  upon  the  terms  approved  by  the  Master  in  his 
Report,  and  the  charity-estates  let  on  lease  for  terms  of  21  years,  renewed  every 
seven  years  on  payment  of  a fine,  are  as  follows : 

1.  At  Old  Mai  ton  and  Pickering. 

Two  messuages,  three  water-corn-mills,  sundry  cottages  and  lands,  containing 
together  912a.  Ok.  22p. 

At  How  and  Wykeham. 

A house  and  cottage,  and  20a.  2r.  37  p.  of  land. 
These 

* See  the  case  of  Watson  t>.  the  Master,  &c.  of  Herasworth  Hospital,  14  Vesey’s  Reports,  p.  324, 
and  the  cases  there  referred  to. 
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These  are  let  to  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  at  the  yearly  rent,  including  redeemed 
land-tax,  of  1,444/.  1 c2s.  <2\d.  Fine  on  renewal  in  1820,  1,860/.  5s.  7 d. 

2.  At  Sandhutton. 

A farm  comprising  a house,  &c.,  and  222a.  3 r.  3p.  of  land ; lessee,  the 
Rev.  T.  C.  Rudsdon  Read;  yearly  rent  180/.  16s. ; fine  on  renewal,  in  Sep- 
tember 1823,  379/.  7 s.  6d. 

3.  At  Huggate. 

A messuage,  several  cottages,  garden,  croft,  and  138a.  2r.  20p.  of  land ; 
Lessee,  Thomas  Cross;  yearly  rent  101/.  5 s. ; fine  on  renewal,  1st  January 
1817,  390/. 

4.  Hemsworth  and  Felkirk. 

Bisset  House  Estate,  comprising  the  manor,  with  a messuage,  &c.,  and 
151a.  1r.  16p.  of  land;  lessee,  James  Kershaw;  yearly  rent,  176/.  5s.-,  fine 
on  renewal,  1st  January  1819,  690/. 

Two  closes  called  the  Brierley,  with  an  allotment ; lessee,  the  Rev.  John 
Simpson;  yearly  rent  11/.  15  s.  2 d.  ; fine  on  renewal,  1st  January  1821; 
46/.  Is. 

Land  containing  14a.  3r.  38 p.  ; lessee,  Sir  Francis  Lindley  Wood,  bart ; 
yearly  rent  21/.  9s. ; fine  on  renewal,  1st  January  1821,  84/. 

5.  In  York. 

A tenement  with  the  appurtenances  near  Monk  Bar;  lessee,  John  Mush;  yearly 
rent  45/.  19s.  4>d.  ; fine  on  renewal,  3d  April  1824,  180/. 

A garden  near  Bank  Bar,  about  one  rood ; lessee,  William  Gray,  esq. ; 
yearly  rent  61.  8 s.  8d.  ; fine  on  renewal,  5th  April  1824,  2 51.  4s. 

Another  tenement  near  Monk  Bar,  and  some  land,  at  Bishopthorpe,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  hospital,  were  sold  under  the  Act  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  land-tax,  and  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  was  laid  out  in 
exonerating  the  other  estates. 

The  rest  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  hospital  is  let  to  tenants,  holding 
from  year  to  year,  and  is  all  let  on  the  terms  approved  by  a surveyor  on  valua- 
tion; it  consists  of  the  following  particulars  : 


Hemsworth. 


Hemsworth 

Hospital, 

continued. 

\ . / 


1.  In  Hemsworth  . 

Several  closes  called  the  Beet  Closes,  Highfield,  the  Crabtree  Flatts, 
with  an  orchard  and  nursery,  the  whole  comprising  32  a.  1 r.  13  p., 
let  to  five  different  tenants,  at  rents  amounting  together  to 

Land  in  Highfield,  with  a tenement  and  garden  in  Hemsworth,  the 
land  comprising  seven  acres  ; tenant,  the  Rev.  John  Simpson ; yearly 
rent  ------------- 

The  Feldwell  Close,  3 a.  2 r.  22  p. ; Hospital  Croft,  1 r.  10  p.  ; allot- 
ment on  common,  3 a.  3R. ; tenant,  the  Rev.  John  Simpson ; yearly 
rent  for  the  whole  - - - 

2.  Hemsworth  and  Felkirk  : 

Two  closes  called  the  Far  and  Near  New  Closes,  the  Kay  Close,  Bisset 
Close,  and  an  allotment  on  the  common,  the  whole  comprising 
15  a.  3 r.  3 p.,  let  to  John  Woodcock  ; yearly  rent  - 

Robin  Wood,  in  Felkirk,  six  acres,  under  the  management  of 

the  master,  and  usually  felled  once  in  28  or  30  years. 

3.  In  Thorpe  Audlin  : 

Farm,  comprising  a house,  garden,  and  orchard  and  land,  16  acres, 
lately  out  of  lease,  and  about  to  let  from  year  to  year ; rent  valued  at 

In  York  : 

A tenement  and  garden  let  to  Mary-Ann  Robinson  ; yearly  rent 


£.  s.  d . 

52  16  - 

23  “ ~ 


11  15  - 


20  2 - 

25  - * 
6 


The  hospital  has  no  property  at  Yeddingham,  though  that  is  one  of  tlie  places 
mentioned  in  the  will  of  the  archbishop  ; and  the  above,  with  the  exception  of 
what  has  been  sold  to  redeem  the  land-tax,  is  the  whole  of  the  estates  and  pro- 
perty that  is  known  ever  to  have  been  possessed  or  enjoyed  by  the  charity. 

The  total  annual  income  amounts  to  2,306/.  65.  10 \d. 

The  several  objects  of  the  charity  are  appointed  by  the  rector,  churchwardens 
and  four  parishioners  of  Hemsworth,  owners  or  occupiers  of  land  in  the  parish 
who  are  selected  by  the  householders  present  on  the  occasion  of  filling  up  the 
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vacant  places  in  the  hospital,  or  in  case  of  dispute,  by  suffrage  of  all  the  house- 
holders in  the  parish ; and  the  places  of  the  brethren  and  sisters  are  supplied 
from  poor  persons  of  the  parishes  of  Hemsworth,  Felkirk,  South  Kirkby,  and 
Wragby,  in  turn  and  by  rotation.  Notice  of  vacancy  is  given  in  the  church  at 
> Hemsworth  on  two  successive  Sundays  next  after  the  vacancy  happens,  and  the 
election  takes  place  on  the  Thursday  following,  the  candidates  attending  with 
the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  entitled  to  the  turn,  when  such  as  obtain 
a majority  of  the  votes  of  the  electors  are  appointed.  Due  regard  is  paid  to 
the  character  and  merits  of  the  candidates,  and  in  general  the  choice  falls  upon 
persons  who  have  been  reduced  in  their  circumstances  through  misfortune,  but 
the  only  qualification  required  is  that  the  candidate  be  upwards  of  60  years  of 
age  when  admitted  to  the  hospital,  and  this  is  strictly  attended  to. 

The  rents,  fines,  and  other  occasional  revenues  of  the  hospital,  are  appropriated 
and  divided  for  the  benefit  of  the  master,  brethren  and  sisters,  strictly  according 
to  the  foundation-deed,  and  the  order  of  the  court  last  referred  to.  The  brethren 
and  sisters  receive  their  share  of  the  rents  half-yearly  at  Whitsuntide  and  Christ- 
mas, the  distribution  being  made  in  the  presence  of  the  rector,  churchwardens, 
and  four  inhabitants  of  Hemsworth.  Every  second  year  a deduction  is  made 
from  the  share  of  each  member,  amounting,  in  the  case  of  the  men,  to  about 
01.  9s.,  and  in  the  case  of  the  women,  to  about  11s.  or  12s.,  which  sums  are  laid 
out  in  providing  cloth  coats  for  the  men,  and  a gown  of  serge  for  each  of  the 
women. 

The  accounts  are  regularly  kept  by  the  master,  the  receipt  and  application 
of  the  rents  being  entered  on  one  side  of  a book,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the 
same  book  the  amount  of  sums  received  for  fines,  and  other  occasional  profits, 
with  the  distribution  thereof,  and  a separate  account  is  kept  of  all  sums  dis- 
bursed by  the  master  in  repairs,  and  in  the  expenses  relating  to  the  management 
of  the  hospital. 

It  appears  from  the  account  of  fines,  &c.  that  in  1811  there  wTas  a balance 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  master  of  G8/.  19-?.  3d.,  which  was  carried  forward  in 
the  account,  together  with  all  the  subsequent  receipts  from  the  same  or  other 
occasional  sources  during  the  proceedings  in  Chancery  down  to  the  21st  De- 
cember 1819,  when,  after  settlement  of  the  costs  of  the  suit,  and  all  other  dis- 
bursements, there  remained  a devisible  balance  of  870/.,  which  was  then  divided 
between  the  master,  brethren  and  sisters,  in  the  proportion  above  stated.  That 
from  1819  to  1825  inclusive  the  following  sums  arising  from  fines  since  received, 
and  other  sources,  have  been  also  distributed  among  the  members  of  the  hos- 
pital, viz. 

£.  s.  d. 

1821,  Easter  t.  1,668  7 11 

1822,  April 137  19  9 

1825,  April  - 721  7 1 I 

The  expenditure  for  repairs  and  other  incidental  charges  of  the  trust  for  the 
same  period  amounted  to  346/.  135.  10  c/.,  and  there  remained,  at  the  dose  of 
the  account  in  April  1827,  a balance  of  55/.,  or  thereabouts,  in  the  hands  of  the 
master. 

It  appears  to  us,  that  the  allowances  to  the  brethren  and  sisters  are  more 
than  sufficient  for  persons  in  their  class  of  life,  and  that  the  number  of  objects 
of  the  charity  might,  with  advantage,  be  increased  ; but  this  cannot  be  effected 
without  further  application  to  a court  of  equity. 

Doles,  &c. 


Bedford’s. — The  yearly  sum  of  01.  135.  4 d.,  the  gift  of  William  Bedford,  in 
1574,  is  payable  out  of  lands  lying  in  the  parishes  of  Hemsworth  and  South 
Kirkby,  in  possession  of  different  proprietors,  who  contribute  to  make  up  the 


Kemp,  of  Kirby 

John  Bolland  - Ditto 


Mrs.  Dymon,  of  Brierly 
Andrew  Jessop,  of  Hemsworth 
Matthew  Wilson,  of  Ditto 


VIZ. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

4 

- _ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

8 

_ _ 

_ 

— 

6 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

8 

£. 

2 

13 

4 
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The  money  is  collected  by  the  churchwardens,  and  distributed  twice  a year 
among  the  most  needy  and  deserving  poor  of  the  parish  of  Hemsworth  selected 
in  vestry. 

Eastwood's. — The  sum  of  501,  bequeathed  by  the  will  of  Mrs.  Susannah  East- 
wood  in  1645,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  divided  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister, 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Hemsworth  every  1st  of  March  yearly,  was 
laid  out  several  years  ago,  with  other  monies  belonging  to  the  parish,  in  the 
purchase  of  some  cottages  and  land  occupied  by  poor  persons  put  in  by  the 
overseers,  and  interest  on  the  legacy,  at  the  rate  of  four-per-cent,  is  allowed 
out  of  the  rates. 

The  amount  is  duly  distributed  amongst  the  industrious  and  deserving  poor. 

Weighton’s. — Robert  Weighton , who  died  in  1707,  left  405.  a year,  to  be 
applied  as  follows,  viz.,  105.  to  the  minister  for  preaching  a sermon  in  the 
parish-church  of  Hemsworth  on  the  19th  December  yearly,  and  30 s.  to  be 
divided  the  same  day  by  the  churchwarden  among  the  poor  of  Hemsworth  and 
South  Kirby  attending  to  hear  the  sermon. 

This  annuity  is  payable  out  of  a cottage  and  garden  in  Hemsworth,  the  pro- 
perty of  Sir  Francis  Lindley  Wood,  hart.,  and  it  is  applied  according  to  the 
intentions  of  the  donor. 

Poors  Land. 

A piece  of  land  of  about  an  acre,  called  the  Poors  Acre,  is  let  by  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  at  2/.  25.  a year,  the  full  value,  and  the  rent  is  distri- 
buted with  the  Doles. 

Sunday  Schools. 

Robert  Dtiffin,  esq.,  by  Will,  in  1813,  bequeathed  50/.,  and  Mr.  Trant  gave 
100/.  for  the  Sunday-school  or  schools  in  Hemsworth. 

These  donations  have  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  8 31.  65.  8 d.  three-per- 
cent consols,  and  120/.  05.  7 d.  three-per-cent  consols,  in  the  names  of  different 
trustees,  and  the  dividends  are  applied  towards  the  support  of  a Sunday-school, 
in  which  about  40  children  are  instructed. 
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Poors  Land. 


Sunday  Schools. 


WAPENTAKE  OF  STRAFFORTH  AND  TICKHILL. 
PARISH  OF  BRODSWORTH. 
Cartwright’s  alias  Vicars’s  Charities. 


[See  the  17th  Report,  page  803.] 

The  doles  or  sums  of  money  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Cartwright,  stated  in  Brodsworth. 
the  above  Report,  are  paid  out  of  an  estate  of  500  acres  and  upwards,  at  Scawsby, 
the  property  of  Sir  Joseph  Copley,  hart.  They  are  paid  to  the  minister  of  vTclT’sCharitiesf 
Brodsworth,  and  divided  and  applied  by  him  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
will.  The  sum  of  1 5 s.  a year  is  distributed  among  poor  persons  of  the  parish 
of  Brodsworth  ; and  pensions  of  135.  4 d.  a year  are  given  to  three  poor  persons 
of  Brodsworth,  and  one  of  Pigburn. 


Charities  for  education. 

The  yearly  sum  of  10/.,  under  the  donation  of Wentworth , esq.,  is  Charities  for 

paid  as  a rentcharge  on  the  estates  in  Brodsworth,  vested  in  the  trustees  of  the  Education, 
will  of  the  late  Peter  Thellusson,  esq.,  to  a schoolmaster  at  Brodsworth,  for 
teaching  ten  poor  children  to  read  and  write. 

The  sum  of  4/.  45.  a year,  understood  to  be  a gift  of  the  late  Mrs.  Thellus- 
son, is  also  paid  by  the  trustees  to  a schoolmistress  in  Brodsworth,  for  the 
instruction  of  six  poor  girls  in  reading,  knitting,  and  sewing. 


PARISH  OF  ECCLESFIELD. 

CHAPELRY  OF  BRADFIELD. 

The  Feoffees  Estate. 

This  property  was  appropriated  by  a decree  of  Commissioners  of  Charitable  Bradfield. 
Uses,  dated  the  27th  September  13th  James  1st,  to  the  uses  for  which  it  was  ~~ 

found  by  inquisition  the  same  had  been  before  that  time  employed,  viz. ; for  Estate. L S 

repair  of  the  church  or  chapel  of  Bradfield,  and  for  payment  of  taxes,  lays, 
fifteenths,  relief  of  the  poor,  and  for  ease  of  the  poor  of  the  chapelry  of  Brad- 

4 B 3 field, 


562  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

field,  in  their  common  town-charges,  and  for  such  other  good  and  charitable 
uses  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  chapelry  of  Bradfield,  or  the  greater  part 
of  them,  should  be  thought  meet  and  convenient ; and  by  the  decree  it  was 
ordered  that  the  estate  should  be  vested  from  time  to  time  in  ten  feoffees,  and 
that  as  often  as  four  of  the  feoffees  should  die  the  rest  should  convey  the  estate 
to  the  use  of  themselves  and  as  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  chapelry  as 
with  themselves  would  make  up  the  number  ten. 

By  another  decree  of  Commissioners  of  Charitable  Uses,  dated  the  5th 
November  1748,  after  reciting  that  the  chapelry,  which  consisted  of  divers  vills 
and  hamlets,  had  then  lately  been  divided  into  two  distinct  townships,  viz., 
Bradfield,  Dungworth,  and  two  thirds  of  Stannington,  making  one  township  j 
and  Westnall,  Waldershelf,  and  the  other  third  part  of  Stannington,  making 
the  other  township  ; and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  last-mentioned  division  had 
been  deprived  of  their  due  share  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  tru^t-estates. 
It  was  ordered,  that  the  last-mentioned  division  should  be  deemed  as  part  of  the 
said  chapelry  in  the  execution  of  the  said  trusts,  and  that  the  person  to  be 
appointed  yearly  the  collector  or  receiver  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  estate 
should  be  chosen,  alternately,  for  one  year,  out  of  the  division  or  township  of 
Bradfield,  Dungworth,  and  two  third  parts  of  Stannington,  and  for  the  other 
year,  out  of  the  division  of  Westnall,  Waldershelf,  and  one  third  part  of  Stan- 
nington. 

In  1785  the  copyhold  part  of  the  estate  was  enfranchised ; and  by  deeds  of 
lease  and  release,  the  latter  dated  the  1st  of  January  1827,  the  estate  was  con- 
veyed on  the  election  of  new  trustees  in  the  place  of  those  who  had  died,  so  as 
to  "be  vested  in  John  Morton  and  nine  others,  upon  the  trusts  above  mentioned. 


Bradfield. 


The  Feoffees 
Estate, 
continued. 


Particulars  and  Rental  of  Feoffees  Estate. 


Description  and  Situation 
of  Property. 

Quantity. 

Occupiers  from  Year  to  Year. 

Annual  Rent. 

Remarks. 

A. 

R. 

p. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Land  and  buildings  at  Stan-1 
nington  -J 

12 

2 

35 

R.  Greaves 

- 

•28 

10 

- 

D°  at  Dungworth 

6 

3 

l 

J.  Coldwell 

- 

10 

10 

- 

Land  at  - D° 

10 

2 

17 

T.  Downes 

- 

11 

10 

- 

Land  and  buildings  atl 
Bradfield  - - -J 

11 

0 

10 

A.  Morton 

- 

18 

- 

- 

D°  at  Holdworth 

24 

O 

29 

T.  Sanderson  - 

- 

3i 

- 

- 

Land  and  barn  at  Lowl 
Bradfield  - - -J 

9 

1 

4 

A.  Ashton 

- 

1- 

Land  and  buildings  at  D°  - 

4 

3 

8 

J.  Brown 

* 

J 

Allotment  of  moor-land  on") 
Strine’s  Moor  - - j 

161 

0 

0 

J.  Earnshaw  - 

- 

3 

- 

- 

For  liberty  of  shooting  over! 

d°  - - - -J 

- 

- 

- 

Game  Association 

- 

5 

- 

- 

House  and  shop  at  Bradfield 

o 

0 

4 

C.  Fox  - 

- 

2 

2 

6 

House  at  D°  - 

0 

0 

2 

B.  Day  - 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Land  and  buildings  atl 
Thorn-house  - -J 

22 

0 

37 

G.  Leadbeater 

- 

26 

- 

- 

Shop  at  Bradfield 

O 

0 

2 

J.  Morton 

" * 

* 

- 

A small  build- 
ing about  to 
betaken  down. 

as  not  worth 
repairing. 

Buildings  and  yard  at  D°  - 

0 

0 

32 

J.  Siddons 

- 

2 

9 

6 

Workhouse  - 

- 

- 

- 

Overseers  of  Poor 

-j 

4 

- 

- 

Aground-rent. 

Allotment  on  Wisewoodl 
common,  in  Ecclesfield  -J 

1 

0 

0 

B.  Houndsfield 

• 

2 

- 

- 

. * , 

Rentcharge,  or  fee  farm-1 

rent,  out  of  Roger  Croft,  > 
in.  Bradfield  -J 

- 

1 

- 

Total  Rent 

- - £. 

172 

6 

— 

Fair  annual 
value. 

The 
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The  ordinary  purposes  to  which  the  rents  of  the  estate  are  applied  are  the 
repairs  of  the  chapel  at  Bradfield,  and  of  the  fences  of  the  chapel-yard  there, 
the  defraying  of  all  expenses  attending  the  celebration  of  Divine  Service  (being 
such  as  are  usually  discharged  by  a church-rate)  in  the  chapels  at  Bradfield, 
and  at  Bolsterstone,  in  the  district  of  Waldershelf,  and  occasionally  in  the  relief 
of  poor  persons  who  have  suffered  from  peculiar  loss  or  misfortune,  and  who 
are  recommended  on  such  acccount  to  the  feoffees  ; but  for  some  time  previous 
to  the  year  1816  the  greater  part  of  the  rent  was  applied  in  paying  the  interest, 
and  in  the  gradual  discharge,  of  the  principal  of  a debt  contracted  by  borrowing 
money  for  the  purpose  of  re-pewing  the  chapel  at  Bradfield  : and  part  of  the 
balance  which  was  in  hand  at  the  last  settlement  of  accounts  in  January  1827, 
amounting  to  417/.  14s.  10d.,  will  be  required  to  pay  for  a piece  of  land  which 
has  been  bought  at  the  price  of  63 1.,  for  enlarging  the  chapel-yard  at  Bradfield, 
and  the  expenses  of  inclosing  and  adapting  it  for  that  purpose. 

There  was  an  allotment  of  land  at  Stannington,  and  another  at  Loxley  Bot- 
tom, which  were  set  out  about  38  years  ago  in  respect  of  the  feoffees  estate ; 
but  the  same  have  been  sold,  and  the  produce  was  applied  partly  in  redeeming 
the  land-tax  on  the  rest  of  the  estate,  and  partly  towards  defraying  the  expenses 
of  re-pewing  the  chapel.  The  propriety  of  this  transaction,  so  far  at  least  as 
regards  the  sale  of  property  for  raising  money  to  re-pew  the  chapel,  may  be 
questioned,  but  we  are  unable  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  information  on  the 
subject,  or  any  account  of  the  expenditure  in  making  pews  in  the  chapel,  in 
consequence  of  the  account-book,  and  other  papers,  having  been  destroyed  by 
fire  through  accident,  as  alleged,  while  in  the  custody  of  a former  collector  of 
the  rents,  who  is  now  dead. 

The  portion  of  the  rent  which  has  been  applied  in  the  way  of  occasional 
relief  to  persons  in  distress  has  been  of  small  amount,  but  the  state  of  the 
income  may  be  expected  hereafter  to  be  sufficient  for  providing  much  more 
considerably  for  the  relief  of  the  poorer  class  of  inhabitants. 

The  accounts  are  inspected  annually  at  a meeting  of  the  feoffees,  but  it  has 
not  been  the  custom  to  balance  them  except  on  a change  of  the  feoffee-col- 
lector. It  seems  to  us  that  the  accounts  should  be  annually  settled,  and  that  as 
the  trust  is  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  inhabitants,  the  accounts  should  be 
be  produced  every  year  at  a vestry -meeting,  and  submitted  to  public  inspection. 

Bolsterstone  School. 

John  Hodgkinson , by  his  Will,  dated  the  17th  January  1780,  (after  reciting 
that  Ralph  Ellis,  of  York,  esq.,  deceased,  had,  by  his  will,  dated  the  3d 
January  1622,  directed  one  moiety  of  his  death’s  part  to  be  disposed  of  towards 
the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster  for  teaching  scholars  at  Bolsterstone,  and 
in  default  of  a schoolmaster  there,  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  Waldershelf,  to 
be  distributed  by  the  owner  of  Spink  Hall,  for  the  time  being;  and  that  a free- 
school  was  built,  and  the  interest  of  the  legacy  had  been  applied  towards  the 
maintenance  of  the  schoolmaster,  but  that  part  of  the  legacy  had  been  lost, 
and  the  school  was  in  a ruinous  condition),  directed  his  executors,  in  order  to 
encourage  the  inhabitants  to  rebuild  the  school  with  a house  adjoining,  and 
chambers  over,  all  for  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster,  to  pay  100/.  when  such 
building  should  be  slated-in,  towards  defraying  the  expense  of  such  building; 
and  in  order  that  all  the  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  chapelry  of  Bolster- 
stone,  or  the  old  and  usual  school-boundary,  might  be  educated  and  instructed 
in  reading,  writing,  accounts,  and  other  useful  learning,  and  good  manners  at 
the  said  school,  he  gave  to  Richard  Ellis,  Benjamin  Travers,  and  Dr.  James 
Hervey,  whom  he  appointed  his  executors  and  trustees,  366/.  13s.  4 d.,  three- 
per-cent  consols,  upon  trust,  to  pay  the  dividends  half-yearly  to  the  school- 
master for  the  time  being,  as  an  addition  to  his  maintenance,  for  his  care  in 
the  education  of  the  children,  he  paying  thereout  and  distributing  at  the  school 
20s.  every  Christmas-eve  to  the  poor,  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees  ; and  the 
testator  directed  that  the  schoolmaster  should  instruct  all  the  children  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  chapelry  or  school-boundary  that  should  be  born  and  resident 
there,  who  should  come  to  the  school,  without  any  reward  or  gratuity ; and 
he  directed  his  executors  to  unite  with  them  three  of  the  most  substantial  in- 
habitants of  the  chapelry  as  trustees,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  ; and  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  chapelry,  or  the  major  part  of  them  paying  scot  and  lot, 
.should,  from  time  to  time,  in  a proper  place,  choose  by  ballot  three  new 
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trustees,  when  the  old  acting  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  two,  and  that  the 
trust-property  should  be  vested  in  such  new  and  old  trustees  ; and  that  the 
trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  have  power  to 
elect  a tit  person  to  be  schoolmaster,  and  to  displace  him  in  case  of  misbe- 
- haviour,  immorality,  or  neglect:  And  he  also  gave  to  his  said  executors  1,000/. 
three-per-cent  consols,  upon  trust,  after  the  death  of  certain  persons,  to  whom 
he  gave  the  dividends  for  their  lives,  to  apply  the  dividends  half-yearly,  as  a 
further  addition  to  the  schoolmaster’s  salary. 

No  account  can  be  given  of  Ralph  Ellis’s  donation  mentioned  in  the  will, 
except  that  the  sum  of  150/.,  part  of  his  donation,  now  remains,  which  sum 
is  in  the  hands  of  James  Rimington,  of  Bromhead  Hall,  esq.,  being  secured 
by  his  promissory  note,  dated  in  1824,  payable  with  interest  at  4^  per 
cent. 

The  sum  of  100/.,  directed  by  the  will  to  be  paid  for  re-building  the  school 
and  dwelling-house  for  the  master,  was  applied  to  that  purpose. 

The  directions  of  the  will,  as  to  the  appointment  of  trustees,  have  been 
followed,  but  there  is  occasion  at  present  for  an  election  of  new  trustees. 
The  stock  bequeathed,  amounting  to  1,366/.  13s.  4c?.  three-per-cent  consols, 
is  standing  in  the  names  of  John  Grayson,  now  deceased,  Joseph  Grayson, 
now  deceased,  John  Morton,  and  Thomas  Ellison,  the  two  latter  of  whom,  with 
Dr.  James  Hervey,  if  still  living,  are  the  present  trustees  of  the  charity ; and 
the  annuitants  mentioned  in  the  will  are  all  dead. 

The  schoolmaster  occupies  the  school -premises,  consisting  of  a school,  a 
dwelling-house,  and  a small  croft,  and  he  receives  the  interest  of  the  150/.  left 
by  R.  Ellis,  and  the  dividends  of  the  stock  (41  /.  a year),  paying  thereout  1 /. 
a year,  which  is  distributed  among  poor  persons. 

The  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  chapelry,  as  many  as  apply,  are  in- 
structed in  the  school  in  the  manner  directed  by  Mr.  Hodgkinson’s  will,  without 
charge  ; the  average  number  of  them  in  summer  being  between  40  and  50, 
and  in  winter  somewhat  greater. 


Doles. 

Tyas’s. — A rentcharge  of  1 /.  8$.  a year,  given  by  the  Mill  of  the  Rev. 
John  Tyas  in  1578,  one  moiety  thereof,  to  be  distributed  among  poor  persons 
of  Bradfield,  is  received  by  the  churchwardens  of  Ecclesfield  from  the  pro- 
prietor of  land  at  Thurnscoe  charged  therewith,  and  the  yearly  sum  of  14$.  is 
distributed  among  poor  persons  of  Bradfield  chapelry,  viz.  10s.  6d.  in  Brad- 
field division,  and  3 s.  6d.  in  Bolsterstone  division. 

Morewood’s. — Rowland  Morewood,  in  1618,  bequeathed  20/.,  the  interest 
thereof  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  Bradfield. 

The  yearly  sum  of  1/.  6 s.  8 c?.  a year  used  to  be  distributed  on  account  of 
this  gift  by  the  descendants  or  family  of  the  donor,  who  were  proprietors  of  a 
farm  called  the  Oaks,  at  Bradfield,  or  by  the  tenant  of  the  farm  on  their 
account,  but  the  family  became  extinct,  and  the  farm  was  sold.  The  dole  has 
not  been  paid  for  many  years,  and  there  appear  to  be  no  means  of  re-establish- 
ing the  charity. 

Dr.  Morton’s. — It  is  stated  in  a benefaction  table  in  Bradfield  chapel  that 
Dr.  Thomas  Morto?i,  who  died  in  1625,  left  a dole  of  10s.  a year  out  ol  the 
Spout-house  estate  to  the  poor  of  Westnall  Bierlow,  to  be  paid  to  10  poor 
persons,  6d.  each  on  Good  Friday  and  St.  Thomas’s-day. 

The  sum  of  10s.  a year  used  to  be  distributed  among  poor  people  of  Westnall 
Bierlow  by  Thomas  Hobson,  the  occupier  of  the  Spout-house,  as  tenant  to 
Robert  Briggs,  of  Thurslton,  near  Derby,  esq.,  but  we  are  informed  the  dole 
has  not  of  late  been  distributed,  and  we  have  therefore  caused  a letter  to  be 
written  to  Mr.  Briggs  on  the  subject. 

Gillotfs. — Richard  Gillott,  by  Will,  dated  10th  September  1640,  gave  10/. 
to  the  poor  of  Westnall  Bierlow,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  yearly 
by  Christopher  Watson  and  his  heirs ; and  he  gave  10/.  to  the  poor  in  alder- 
shelf  Bierlow,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  yearly  by  Francis  Foulke 
and  his  heirs. 

These  doles  have  not  been  paid  for  some  years,  and  the  information  wre  obtain 
respecting  them  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  payment  of  them  cannot  now 
be  recovered.  $ 
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WorralVs. — Anthony  Worrall,  by  Will,  dated  26th  April  1760,  gave  10s. 
a year,  to  be  divided  amongst  the  poor  of  Bradfield  Bierlow  by  his  successors 
and  the  churchwarden  or  overseers  of  the  poor ; and  George  Worrall , in  or 
about  1762,  gave  11/.,  the  interest  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  Bradfield 
chapelry. 

These  doles  used  to  be  paid  by  the  family  of  Worrall,  but  have  long  been  dis- 
continued. We  have  been  at  some  pains  to  discover  who  is  to  be  considered 
liable  to  the  payment,  but  without  success. 

Richard  Morton’s. — Richard  Morton,  by  Will,  dated  20th  July  I667,  charged 
his  messuage  in  Silkstone,  and  a close  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging, 
with  the  payment  of  205.  a year  on  the  25th  December,  to  be  paid  to  the  poor 
people  within  Bolsterstone  lordship,  beneath  Whitwell  Brook,  to  be  disbursed 
by  Richard  Morton  and  his  heirs,  to  whom  he  devised  the  premises  according  to 
the  necessity  of  the  several  poor. 

The  yearly  sum  of  205.  is  paid  by  Messrs.  Clark  & Winterbottom,  of  Barnsley, 
solicitors,  on  account  of  the  owner  of  the  premises,  to  the  chapelwarden  of 
Bolsterstone,  and  is  distributed  with  the  sacrament-money  at  Christmas  among 
'poor  persons  of  Bolsterstone  living  below  Whitwell  Brook. 

Hodgkinsons. — This  dole  of  205.  a year,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  account 
of  Bolsterstone  school,  is  duly  distributed. 

Hobson’s. — Hannah  Hobson,  by  Will,  dated  12th  November  1806,  gave  her 
real,  leasehold  and  personal  estates  to  trustees,  upon  trust,  for  her  husband  for 
life,  and  after  his  decease  to  Mr.  Thomas  Hawksworth,  now  of  Endcliffe  Hall, 
near  Sheffield,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  he  and  they  paying  205.  a year  on  Christ- 
mas-day  to  poor  widows  living  in  that  part  of  Bradfield  chapelry  called  Bradfield 
Quarter,  and  not  residing  in  the  workhouse. 

The  testatrix’s  husband  died  in  1813,  and  since  his  death  Mr.  Hawksworth 
has  distributed  205.  a year  among  such  poor  widows  as  are  described  in  the 
will. 

Blanks. — The  Rev.  Thomas  Bland,  who  died  in  1818,  bequeathed  205.  a year 
to  be  paid  to  the  poor  of  Bolsterstone  not  receiving  parochial  relief,  and  not 
being  of  the  sect  called  Methodists,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister  of  Bolster- 
stone, and  the  proprietor  of  the  Yew-Trees  Farm  every  Christmas-day. 

The  sum  of  205.  a year  is  paid  by  Mr.  Isaac  Newton,  of  the  Yew-Trees  Farm, 
and  he  holds  himself  responsible  for  payment  of  such  a sum  of  money  as  will 
produce  205.  a year  when  called  upon,  it  having  been  agreed  at  a meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  that  the  principal  money  should  remain  in  his  hands  till  it  could  be 
secured  to  their  satisfaction.  The  dole  is  distributed  according  to  the  donor’s 
direction. 


Bradfield. 
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Spoone’s  Trust. — Bingley  House  Trust. 

The  nature  and  objects  of  these  trusts  appear  by  the  recitals  contained  in 
the  following  Indenture,  which  is  the  last  conveyance  to  new  trustees  : 

By  Indenture,  made  the  20th  November  1789,  between  Samuel  Shore,  of 
Meersbrooke,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  esq.,  of  the  one  part,  and  Samuel  Shore,  of 
Norton  Hall,  esq.,  William  Shore,  of  Sheffield,  banker,  Joseph  Swallow,  of 
Sheffield,  cutler,  and  John  Hawksworth,  of  Stannington,  in  the  chapelry 
of  Bradfield,  in  the  county  of  York,  yeoman,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that 
Richard  Spoone,  deceased,  by  his  Will,*  dated  on  or  about  the  23d  May  1652, 
(after  reciting  that  he  had  before  the  date  thereof,  about  the  3d  January  1650, 
surrendered  into  the  hands  of  the  lady  of  the  manor  of  Sheffield,  his  two  mes- 
suages or  tenements,  with  their  appurtenances  in  Stannington,  and  all  barns, 
buildings,  fold,  tofts,  crofts,  closes,  lands  and  commodities  to  the  said  messuages 
or  tenements  belonging,  to  the  use  of  him  the  said  Richard  Spoone,  for  his  life, 
and  after  his  decease  to  such  uses  as  should  be  expressed  in  his  will), 
for  the  great  zeal  and  good  will  which  he  bore  to  his  neighbours,  and 
poor  people  which  then  were  and  thereafter  should  be  inhabiting  and 
dwelling  in  the  Half  Bierlow,  in  the  said  chapelry  of  Bradfield,  that  is  to 
say,  in  Stannington  and  Morewood,  gave  and  bequeathed  and  confirmed 
to  Ralph  Hawksworth,  his  brother-in-law,  John  Hoyland,  John  Revett,  of 
Dungworth,  and  Edward  Bromeley  of  Stannington,  and  their  heirs,  the  said 

two 
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* This  will  was  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  the  20th  May  1653. 
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Bradfield.  two  customary  messuages  or  tenements  and  premises  to  the  uses  thereinafter 
- — declared,  that  is  to  say,  as  for  and  concerning  the  customary  messuage  or  tene- 
blouse"  men^  wherein  he  then  dwelt,  and  all  barns,  buildings,  orchards,  gardens,  closes, 

"Vrust  01  e ground  and  commodities  thereunto  belonging,  to  the  use  of  the  said  four  feoffees, 

continued.  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  to  let  and  dispose  of  the  same  at  a valuable  rate,  and 

v ^ ' bestow  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  thereof,  for  and  towards  the  maintenance  of 

such  a preaching  minister  at  or  near  Stannington,  as  three  of  the  next  neigh- 
bouring ministers  to  the  said  town,  and  the  said  feoffees,  or  the  greatest  part  of 
them  should  approve  of,  for  honesty  of  life,  soundness  of  doctrine,  and  dili- 
gence in  preaching,  if  so  be  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Half  Bierlow  would 
make  it  so  much  means  as  would  maintain  such  a minister  as  aforesaid,  at  the 
place  aforesaid,  and  for  default  of  means  to  maintain  such  a preaching  minister 
as  aforesaid,  then  to  the  intent  that  the  said  feoffees,  and  their  heirs,  should 
bestow  the  rents  and  profits  of  all  such  premises  for  and  towards  the  relief  of 
the  most  indigent  poor  people  in  the  said  Half  Bierlow,  and  for  and  towards 
preferring  of  poor  children  to  trades  whose  parents  were  not  of  ability,  and 
lived  in  the  said  Half  Bierlow,  until  such  time  or  times  as  means  should  be  pro- 
cured to  maintain  such  minister  as  aforesaid  withal  in  the  place  aforesaid,  and 
if  the  said  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises  should  not  be  employed  yearly,  and 
every  year,  either  for  and  towards  the  maintenance  of  a minister  at  the  place 
aforesaid,  or  for  and  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  the  said  Half  Bierlow, 
or  both,  but  should  be  misemployed  or  otherwise  used  by  the  space  of  one  half 
year,  or  one  whole  year  at  the  farthest,  then  he  gave  that  said  messuage 
or  tenement,  and  all  the  premises,  unto  Henry  Charlesworth,  son  of  his  cousin 
Ann  Charlesworth,  of  Swinden,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever  ; and  as  for  and 
concerning  his  other  customary  messuage  or  tenement  situate  in  Stannington, 
with  the  appurtenances,  commonly  called  Sim  House,  and  one  close  thereunto 
adjoining  with  a kiln  therein,  to  the  use  of  the  said  feoffees,  and  their  heirs, 
and  of  the  heirs  of  the  survivor  of  them,  upon  trust,  and  to  tfie  intent  that  the 
said  four  feoffees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  from  time  to  time  let  and  dispose 
of  the  same  at  a valuable  rent,  and  bestow  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  of  the 
said  latter  messuage  or  tenement  and  premises  towards  the  paying  for  the 
learning  of  poor  children  within  the  said  Bierlow,  whose  parents  were  willing, 
but  not  able  to  keep  them  to  school ; and  in  case  the  last-mentioned  premises, 
that  is  to  say,  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  yearly  coming  from  the  same,  should 
not  be  bestowed  or  employed  yearly  for  the  keeping  of  poor  children  of  the 
said  Half  Bierlow  to  school  as  aforesaid,  but  should  be  unemployed,  or 
otherwise  used  by  the  space  of  one  year,  contrary  to  his  true  meaning  therein 
expressed,  then  and  from  thenceforth  the  same  to  go  and  enure  to  the  same 
uses,  intents,  and  purposes  of  the  aforesaid  messuage  or  tenement ; and  further 
reciting,  that  at  a court-baron  of  the  manor  of  Sheffield,  holden  the  29th  June 
1652,  the  said  Richard  Spoone  surrendered,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
manor,  the  messuage  or  tenement  in  Stannington  aforesaid,  wherein  the  said 
Richard  Spoone  then  dwelt,  to  the  use,  after  his  decease,  of  his  last  will  and 
testament,  to  which  the  said  feoffees  nominated  in  the  said  will  of  the  said 
Richard  Spoone,  the  then  lady  of  the  manor,  on  the  21st  September  1652, 
granted  seisin  to  hold  to  them,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  uses  of  the  said  will  ; and 
reciting  also,  that  at  a court-baron  for  the  said  manor,  holden  the  29th  April, 
in  the  27th  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  2d,  it  was  presented  and  found  that 
Edward  Bromeley,  being  seised  of  the  aforesaid  two  customary  messuages  or 
tenements,  had  surrendered  the  same  on  the  13th  April  then  last,  to  the  use  of 
the  said  Edward  Bromeley,  John  Stead,  Richard  Greaves,  and  Richard  Hoyland, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  on  the  trusts  of  the  will  of  the  said  Richard  Spoone  ; and 
further  reciting,  that  at  a court-baron  for  the  manor  of  Sheffield,  held 
the  12th  May,  in  the  4th  year  of  William  & Mary,  it  was  found  that  on 
the  15th  of  April  then  last,  John  Stead  and  Richard  Hoyland,  being  seised  to 
them  and  their  heirs,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  said  manor,  of  and  in  two 
messuages  and  tenements  in  Stannington,  with  the  barns,  orchards,  lands  and 
meadows  thereto  belonging,  to  the  uses  and  purposes  limited,  and  declared  by 
the  last  will  of  Richard  Spoone,  dated  23d  May  1652,  as  therein  mentioned 
and  also  of  and  in  one  other  messuage  or  tenement,  situate  in  Stannington, 
called  or  known  by  the  name  of  Bingley  House,  and  a moiety  or  an  half  oxgang 
of  land  to  the  same  belonging,  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  Half  Bierlow,  to  the  intent  and  purpose  that  all  the  rents  and  profist 

arising 
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arising  therefrom  should  be  expended  for  the  charitable  and  necessary  uses,  and  Bradfield. 
for  the  common  profit  and  advantage  of  the  said  town,  as  by  several  surrenders  g onn  77j7 
made  of  the  same,  reference  being  thereto  had,  would  appear,  surrendered  into  Begley  House 
the  hands  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  the  said  three  messuages,  tenements,  and  Trust, 
premises,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  John  Stead  continued. 

and  Richard  Hoyland,  and  of  Edward  Barber  and  William  Ibbotson,  their  v 

heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  two  first-mentioned  messuages  and  premises,  and  apply  the  same  in  manner 
before  mentioned,  and  as  to  the  said  messuage  called  Bingley  House,  should 
receive  and  employ  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  for  the  charitable  and  necessary 
uses  belonging,  and  to  redound  to  the  common  profit  and  advantage  of  the  said 
Half  Bierlow : And  further  reciting,  that  at  a court-baron  held  for  the  said 
manor,  the  1st  February  1721,  it  was  found  that  the  said  William  Ibbotson 
and  Edward  Barber  had  surrendered  the  said  messuages,  lands,  and  tenements 
to  the  use  of  Thomas  Marriott  and  three  others,  upon  the  respective  trusts 
aforesaid;  and  that  at  another  court,  held  3d  .August  1738,  the  said  Thomas 
Marriott,  being  the  surviving  feoffee,  had  surrendered  the  said  messuages, 
lands,  and  tenements  to  the  use  of  him  the  said  Thomas  Marriott  and  of  Joseph 
Offley,  esq.,  Samuel  Shore  the  younger,  of  Sheffield,  gent.,  and  Gilbert 
Roberts,  of  Sheffield,  cutler,  upon  the  respective  trusts  aforesaid ; and  that  at 
another  court,  held  20th  October  1763,  it  was  found  that  the  said  Samuel 
Shore,  being  the  surviving  trustee,  had  surrendered  the  said  two  messuages 
and  lands  to  the  same  belonging  at  Stannington,  and  the  said  messuage  called 
Bingley  House,  and  one  moiety  of  an  oxgang  to  the  same  belonging,  to  the 
use  of  the  said  Samuel  Shore,  and  also  Samuel  Shore  the  younger,  of  Norton, 
in  the  county  of  Derby,  esq.  (being  the  said  Samuel  Shore,  then  of  Meers- 
brooke),  Joseph  Roberts,  of  Sheffield,  merchant,  and  John  Hague,  of  Hald- 
worth  Hall,  in  the  chapelry  of  Bradfield,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  on  the  trusts, 
and  to  the  uses,  intents,  and  purposes  mentioned  in  the  surrender  made  on 
the  11th  July  1738  by  Thomas  Marriott  aforesaid,  to  the  use  of  the  said 
Thomas  Marriott,  Joseph  Offley,  and  others : And  further  reciting,  that  by 
Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale  of  three  parts  enrolled  in  the  Register  Office  at 
Wakefield,  dated  29th  August  1785,  made  between  the  Right  Honourable 
Charles  Howard,  commonly  called  the  Earl  of  Surrey,  of  the  first  part,  Vincent 
Eyre,  of  Sheffield,  esq.  of  the  second  part,  Samuel  Shore,  of  Meersbrooke,  in 
the  parish  of  Norton,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  esq.,  and  Samuel  Shore  the 
younger,  of  Norton,  esq.  son  of  the  said  Samuel  Shore,  (being  the  said  Samuel 
Shore  of  Meersbrooke  party  thereto),  of  the  third  part,  after  reciting  that  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament  lately  passed  for  enlarging  the  market-place  and  regulating 
the  markets  within  the  town  of  Sheffield,  and  other  purposes,  it  was  enacted 
that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  Earl  of  Surrey,  in  the  manner  therein  men- 
tioned, to  enfranchise,  and  for  that  purpose  to  convey  any  messuages,  lands  and 
hereditaments,  being  copyhold,  and  parcel  of  the  said  manor,  to  the  copyhold 
or  customary  tenants  thereof,  to  be  holden  in  free  and  common  socage ; and 
that  the  said  Earl  of  Surrey  had  contracted  with  the  said  Samuel  Shore,  and 
Samuel  Shore  the  younger,  for  the  enfranchisement  of  the  copyhold  estate 
therein  mentioned  at  the  price  of  14/.  10s.,  and  that  the  said  Vincent  Eyre 
had  been  appointed  treasurer  to  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  said  Act 
of  Parliament,  It  was  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  14/.  10s.  paid  to  the 
said  Vincent  Eyre,  the  said  Charles  Earl  of  Surrey,  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
Act,  and  the  authorities  enabling  him  thereto,  granted,  bargained,  and  sold  to 
the  said  Samuel  Shore,  and  Samuel  Shore  the  younger,  the  said  two  copyhold 
messuages,  with  the  lands  thereto  belonging,  in  Stannington,  and  the  said  copy- 
hold  messuage  called  Bingley  House,  and  one  moiety  of  an  oxgang  to  the 
same  belonging,  and  which  had  been  previously  surrendered  to  the  use  of  the 
said  Samuel  Shore  the  younger,  Joseph  Roberts,  and  John  Hague,  and  which 
Samuel  Shore,  and  Samuel  Shore  the  younger,  were  the  only  survivors,  to  be 
held  in  free  and  common  socage ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Samuel 
Shore  the  elder  was  since  dead,  and  that  the  said  Samuel  Shore,  then  of  Meers- 
brooke aforesaid,  was  the  only  surviving  trustee,  and  that  he  had  chosen  Samuel 
Shore,  then  of  Norton  Hall,  esq.,  William  Shore,  of  Sheffield,  banker,  Joseph 
Swallow,  and  John  Hawkesworth,  to  be  trustees  of  the  said  premises : It  is 
witnessed,  that  the  said  Samuel  Shore,  of  Meersbrooke,  thereby  granted,  bar- 
gained, sold,  and  confirmed,  unto  the  said  Samuel  Shore,  of  Norton  Hall, 
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William  Shore,  Joseph  Swallow,  and  John  Hawkesworth,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
the  aforesaid  messuages  with  the  closes  and  lands  to  the  same  belonging,  in 
Stannington  aforesaid,  in  one  of  which  the  said  Richard  Spoone  formerly 
dwelt,  and  the  other  was  called  by  the  name  of  Sim  House,  and  which  were 
then  in  the  several  possessions  of  Hannah  Fox,  William  Birch,  John  Watson, 
and  William  Greaves ; and  also  the  said  messuage  in  Stannington  commonly 
called  Bingley  House,  and  one  moiety  of  an  oxgang  of  land  to  the  same  belong, 
ing,  as  the  same  were  then  in  the  occupation  of  Charles  Dyson,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, to  hold  the  same  to  the  use  of  them  the  said  Samuel  Shore,  of  Norton 
Hall,  Samuel  Shore,  Joseph  Swallow,  and  John  Hawkesworth,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  upon  trust,  as  to  the  said  messuages,  lands,  and  hereditaments  thereto- 
fore the  estate  of  the  said  Richard  Spoone,  upon  the  trusts  and  for  the  uses  in 
his  said  will  declared ; and  as  to  the  residue  of  the  said  premises  upon  the 
trusts  and  for  the  .uses  declared  concerning  the  same  in  the  aforesaid  present- 
ment or  surrender  made  at  the  court-baron  of  the  Most  Noble  Henry  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  held  at  Sheffield  in  and  for  the  said  manor,  the  12th  May  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  reign  of  king  William  & queen  Mary. 

Samuel  Shore,  of  Norton  Hall,  esq.,  is  the  sole  surviving  trustee  named  in 
the  above-mentioned  indenture,  and  he  has  not,  until  very  recently,  resided  in 
the  neighbourhood,  or  acted  in  the  administration  of  the  trusts. 

William  Shore,  esq.,  one  of  the  trustees,  who  died  about  two  years  ago, 
appears  during  his  lifetime  to  have  been  the  sole  or  principal  acting  trustee ; 
and  for  some  years  before  his  death  he  took  little  part,  or  no  part  personally,  in 
the  management  of  the  trusts,  but  confided  the  management  and  receipt  of  the 
rents  of  the  trust-estates,  or  such  parts  of  them  as  were  in  the  occupation  of 
tenants,  to  an  agent.  In  1814  Mr.  William  Shore  appointed  Mr.  William 
Thompson  of  Sheffield,  solicitor,  his  agent,  and  delivered  to  him  a book,  in 
which  the  accounts  of  a former  agent  were  kept,  and  Mr.  'Thompson  has  since 
continued  to  act  as  agent,  and  has  entered  in  the  same  book  the  accounts  of  his 
receipts  and  disbursements. 

1.  The  premises  devised  by  Richard  Spoone,  in  trust,  for  or  towards  the 
maintenance  of  a preaching  minister  at  or  near  Stannington,  are  blended  or 
incorporated  with  an  estate  called  the  Spout  House,  given  by  a person  named 
Thomas  Marriott,  about  the  year  1730,  for  the  use  of  a dissenting  minister  at 
Stannington  ; and  the  combined  property,  with  some  allotments  made  in  respect 
thereof  on  an  inclosure,  has  for  a long  time  been  appropriated  to  the  use  of  a 
minister  of  a chapel  called  Presbyterian,  at  Stannington ; which,  as  is  repre- 
sented, was  erected  about  the  year  1741. 

The  description  and  quantity  of  the  different  parcels  of  the  combined  estates 
contained  in  the  township  Rate  Book  is  as  follows  : 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PARCELS. 

QUANTITY. 

OCCUPIERS. 

Building  and  land  - 

A.  R.  P. 
3 3 21 

Rev.  P.  Wright,  the  minister. 

House  and  garden  - 

007 

William  Howard. 

House  and  garden  - - - 

0 0 14 

Frederick  Thorpe. 

Land  - 

722 

Robert  Greaves. 

D" 

4 1 33 

John  Shaw. 

Building  and  land,  Nethergate 

17  1 15 

John  Reveth. 

Buildings  and  land,  Uppergate 

24  013 

John  Reveth. 

A. 

57  1 24 

The  minister  of  the  presbyterian  chapel  occupies  part,  and  receives  rent  for 
such  other  part  of  the  estate  and  premises  as  is  not  in  the  occupation  of  Revett ; 
and  the  rent  of  the  premises  in  Revett’s  occupation,  which  is  37 1.  a year,  is 
received  by  Mr.  Thompson  as  agent,  and  is  by  him  paid  to  the  minister. 

For  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  Memorial  contained  in  the  Appendix  to 
this  Report,  it  is  contended  that  the  premises  devised  by  Richard  Spoone  for 
the  maintenance  of  a preaching  minister  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
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support  of  a minister  of  the  Established  Church.  Considering  the  time  when 
Richard  Spoone’s  will  was  made,  and  the  terms  of  his  will,  with  reference  more 
particularly  to  the  mode  in  which  the  minister  was  to  be  chosen,  it  appears  to 
us  doubtful  whether  his  intention  was  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  a mi- 
nister of  the  Church  of  England,  The  question,  however,  if  it  be  considered  pro- 
per under  the  circumstances  to  agitate  it,  can  only,  we  apprehend,  be  determined 
by  a Court  of  Equity. 

* 2.  The  premises  devised  by  Richard  Spoone,  in  trust,  for  paying  for  the 
learning  of  poor  children,  is  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  master  of  a school 
at  Stannington,  near  the  chapel ; part  thereof  consisting  of  a school,  school- 
master’s dwelling-house,  and  9a.  2r.  21  p.  of  land  adjoining,  being  in  the 
occupation  of  the  schoolmaster,  and  the  remainder,  consisting  of  a small  house, 
yard,  and  garden,  containing  in  the  whole  about  21  perches,  being  let  by  the 
schoolmaster.  The  annual  value  of  the  whole  of  the  school-estate  and  premises, 
is  about  17 /•  a year. 

The  master  of  this  school  teaches,  with  his  other  school ars,  20  poor  children 
as  free-scholars,  15  of  whom  are  nominated  by  or  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Shore,  the 
surviving  trustee,  and  five  by  Mr.  William  Roncksley,  as  the  heir  of  William 
Roncksley*,  the  donor  of  a sum  of  40/.  for  the  use  of  the  school  at  Stanning- 
ton, which  was  many  years  ago  applied  for  or  towards  building  the  school- 
house. 

3.  The  property  mentioned  in  the  Indenture,  called  the  Bingley  House,  and 
half  oxgang  of  land,  consists  of  a house,  barn,  outbuildings  and  land,  con- 
taining in  the  whole  13a.  3r.  Ip.,  which  premises  are  in  the  occupation  of 
Mark  Dyson,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of  13/.,  but  are  probably  of 
greater  annual  value,  as  they  have  long  been  held  at  the  same  rent. 

According  to  tradition,  the  rents  of  the  Bingley  House  trust-estate  used 
to  be  applied  in  the  repair  of  bridges  at  Stannington,  for  killing  foxes, 
and  for  other  public  uses  of  the  inhabitants,  but  for  some  years  past  the  rents 
have  been  applied  to  no  specific  purpose  of  public  use  or  charity,  except 
occasional  reparation  of  the  school- premises,  if  that  is  to  be  considered  a public 
or  charitable  use  ; and  since  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Thompson  as  agent,  the 
rents,  after  deducting  the  outgoings  and  expenditure  after  mentioned,  have 
remained  in  his  hands,  to  be  applied  according  to  the  direction  of  the  trustees. 

It  appears  from  the  account-book  delivered  by  Mr.  William  Shore  to  Mr. 
Thompson,  that  between  November  1792  and  August  1814,  the  receipts  of  the 
former  agent  in  respect  of  the  Bingley  House  Trust,  amounted  to  304/.  8s.  9 \d., 
and  his  disbursements  to  185/.  15s.  b\d.,  leaving  a balance  of  118/.  13s.  3d. ; 
and  the  disbursements  appear  to  have  been  in  repairs  of  the  school,  repairs  of 
a bridge  called  Rivelin  Bridge,  and  occasional  donations  of  money  distributed 
among  poor  persons,  by  the  Rev.  Astley  Meanley,  the  late  minister  of  the  pres- 
byterian  chapel  at  Stannington. 

From  November  1814,  when  Mr.  Thompson  was  appointed  agent,  till  August 
1825,  his  expenditure  consisted  only  in  some  payments  for  property -tax  and 
tithes,  but  since  the  last-mentioned  time  he  has  made  several  payments  for 
repairs  of  the  house  and  outbuildings  on  the  estate,  and  also  for  repairs  of  the 
school-premises,  done  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Samuel  Shore,  the  amount  of 
the  latter  being  19/.  14 s.  Id.,  and  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry  there  were  some 
further  repairs  in  the  course  of  being  done  to  the  school-premises,  which  it  was 
intended  to  pay  for  out  of  the  rents  of  the  Bingley  House  trust-estate.  The 
amount  of  Mr.  Thompson’s  payments  (including  his  own  commission  at  five-per- 
cent for  receiving  the  rents,  computed  up  to  May  1825)  was  55/.  2 s.  10  c/., 
and  the  balance  in  his  hands  at  the  time  of  this  Inquiry  114/.  2 s.  11c/. 

A draft  of  a deed  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Thompson  about  three  years  and 
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* Note. — William  Roncksley,  by  Will,  dated  the  29th  October  1723,  gave  and  bequeathed  the  sum 
of  40/.  to  and  for  the  use  of  a school  then  in  Stannington,  near  to  the  chapel,  the  master  whereof 
at  that  present  time  was. Edward  Greaves,  in  the  chapelry  of  Bradfield  and  county  of  York,  for  ever, 
to  be  paid  to  the  feoffees  or  trustees  for  the  time  being  two  years  after  his  decease,  for  which  five 
children  of  the  poorer  sort  should  be  taught  to  read  English  only,  to.be  chosen  and  admitted  by  his 
cousin  Francis  Roncksley,  of  Rivelingside,  in  the  chapelry  of  Bradfield,  and  by  his  heirs  at  all  times 
for  ever,  and  his  heirs  failing,  by  the  feoffees  or  trustees  of  the  said  school  for  the  time  being;  and 
his  will  was,  that  the  said  Francis  Roncksley,  and  his  heirs,  should  have  a vote  in  the  election  of  a 
master  For  the  school  at  all  times. 
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a half  ago,  soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Swallow,  one  of  the  trustees,  for  vesting 
the  estates  in  new  trustees,  but  in  consequence  of  some  proceedings  respecting 
the  application  of  the  rents  of  the  first-mentioned  part  of  the  trust-estate  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  dissenting  minister  being  threatened,  the  appointment 
of  new  trustees  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Shore  the  surviving  trustee  has  endeavoured  to  find  out  how  the  sum  of 
118/.  135.  3d.,  the  balance  of  the  former  agent’s  account,  has  been  applied, 
but  hitherto  without  success  ; he  conceives,  however,  that  the  money  was 
probably  applied  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  the  Stannington  chapel-fund,  of 
which  the  trustees  named  in  the  deed  of  1789  were  also  trustees,  and  that  they 
might  consider  such  application  justifiable,  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Stannington.  Mr.  Shore  is  willing  to  convey  to  new  trustees,  and  to  attend 
to  any  suggestions  for  the  benefit  of  the  trust,  but  we  think  that  under  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  the  assistance  and  directions  of  a court  of  equity 
are  requisite  for  the  appointment  of  new  trustees,  determining  what  sums  of 
money  are  due  to  the  Bingley  House  Trust,  and  how  the  same  should  be  applied, 
approving  a scheme  for  the  application  of  the  rents  of  the  Bingley  House  Estate, 
and  if  expedient,  for  determining  the  subject  in  dispute  respecting  the  proper 
method  of  applying  the  rents  of  the  property  given  for  the  maintenance  of 
a preaching  minister  at  Stannington. 

Lower  Bradfield  School. 

Thomas  Marriott , in  1706,  surrendered  a copyhold  house,  croft,  and  garden  in 
Nether  Bradfield  to  the  use  of  the  Rev.  William  Bagshaw,  then  minister  of 
Stannington  chapel,  and  10  others,  as  trustees  for  a school,  and  for  the  habi- 
tation of  a schoolmaster ; and  by  deed,  dated  10th  March  1706,  he  granted  to 
the  said  trustees,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  schoolmaster,  and  as  a recompense 
for  instructing  20  poor  children  in  Dungworth  and  Bradfield  Bierlows,  in  the 
chapelry  of  Bradfield,  whose  parents  should  be  willing  but  not  able  to  pay  for 
their  learning,  a yearly  rentcharge  of  10/.,  payable  at  Lady-day  and  Michaelmas 
out  of  the  upper  end  of  a dwelling-house  in  Hoyland  Swaine,  in  the  parish  of 
Silkstone,  called  the  High  Royd,  and  a lathe  and  mistal  at  either  end  of  it, 
and  a fold-stead  at  the  south  end  of  the  said  lathe,  and  a garden  adjoining,  and 
out  of  several  parcels  of  land  in  the  township  of  Hoyland  Swaine  in  the  deed 
mentioned ; and  it  was  by  the  deed  declared  that  if  the  schoolmaster  should 
neglect  to  repair  the  school-house  and  buildings,  the  trustees  should  repair  the 
same,  and  reimburse  themselves  the  expense  out  of  the  said  rentcharge,  and 
that  the  schoolmaster  and  the  20  poor  children  should  be  chosen  and  removed 
for  misdemeanor  by  the  trustees,  and  that  when  one  half  or  more  of  the  trustees 
should  be  dead,  the  survivors  should  choose  so  many  new  ones  as  with  those 
living  should  make  up  the  number  of  12,  and  thereupon  make  surrender  of  the 
copyhold-premises,  and  a conveyance  of  the  rentcharge  upon  the  trusts  afore- 
said (the  charges  thereof  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  rentcharge),  and  that  the 
heirs  or  assigns  of  the  said  Thomas  Marriott,  who  should  reside  at  Ughill,  and 
every  minister  at  Stannington  chapel  for  the  time  being,  v7ho  should  reside  at 
Spoute,  in  Stannington,  should  be  elected  trustees  on  proper  vacancies,  and  the 
minister  of  Stannington  chapel  for  the  time  being  should  in  all  elections  of 
schoolmasters,  scholars,  or  trustees,  have  two  votes. 

The  copyhold  premises  were  enfranchised  in  1801,  and  by  Indentures  of 
Lease  and  Release  of  the  5th  and  6th  December  1803,  the  school-premises,  and 
the  rentcharge  of  10/.,  were  conveyed  and  granted  to  new  trustees,  but  of  those 
trustees  there  are  three  only  now  living,  viz.,  Samuel  Shore,  of  Meersbrook,  esq., 
John  Shore,  esq.,  and  Mr.  William  Roncksley. 

The  schoolmaster  occupies  the  school-premises,  and  receives  the  rentcharge, 
but  the  property  subject  thereto  has  lately  been  sold,  and  at  the  time  of  this 
Inquiry  the  rentcharge  was  in  arrear  for  a year,  or  a year  and  a half.  The 
master  instructs  17  or  18  children,  being  the  number  required  by  the  trustees, 
in  reading,  writing,  and  accounts,  with  several  other  scholars,  who  attend  as 
pay-scholars. 
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The  Onesacre  School. 

By  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale  enrolled  in  Chancery,  dated  7th  Novem- 
ber 1797  (reciting  that  there  had  long  been  a school  at  Onesacre  for  instructing 
poor  children  within  the  districts  of  Onesacre,  Oughtibridge,  and  Worral,  and 
the  neighbourhood,  in  the  rudiments  of  useful  learning,  and  that  Thomas 
Steade,  deceased,  had  bequeathed,  or  expressed  his  intention  of  bequeathing, 
50/.,  including  40/.  then  in  his  hands,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  school,  and 
other  persons  had  subscribed  sums  of  money  for  extending  the  institution,  and 
establishing  the  permanency  thereof,  and  particularly  Sarah  Greaves  had  sub- 
scribed 100/.  for  the  purpose,  and  that  the  trustees  therein  named  had,  with 
or  out  of  the  money  so  given,  agreed  to  purchase  of  Robert  Hawke  the  third 
part  of  the  house,  lands,  and  hereditaments,  after  mentioned,  for  180/.,)  the 
said  Robert  Hawke,  in  consideration  of  180/.,  conveyed  unto  Broughton  Ben- 
jamin Steade,  and  thirteen  others  therein  named,  and  their  heirs,  an  undivided 
third  part  of  a dwelling-house,  with  the  barns  and  other  buildings  and  appur- 
tenances thereto  belonging,  at  Wigtwizle,  in  the  chapelry  of  Bradfield,  and 
of  the  several  pieces  of  land  to  the  same  belonging,  called  the  Newland  Wood, 
containing  4a.  3 u.  18p.  ; three  parcels  of  land  in  a field,  called  the  Lee,  con- 
taining 3a.  16p  ; the  Dole,  2a.  38p.  ; the  Ing,  6a.  2r.  15p.  ; several  parcels 
of  land  in  the  Old  Field,  7a.  38 p.  ; several  other  parcels  of  land  called  the 
Hollas,  7 a.  1 r.  15  p.  ; and  several  other  parcels  of  land  in  the  field  called  the 
Crofts,  containing  7a.  29  p.,  and  containing  together,  by  estimation,  40  acres  ; 
to  hold  to  them  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  out  of  the  income  to  arise  there- 
from, after  defraying  the  expenses  attending  the  renewal  of  the  trusts  therein 
declared,  so  often  as  it  should  become  necessary,  to  provide  or  encourage  a fit 
person  or  fit  persons  to  instruct  in  the  rudiments  of  useful  learning,  at  or  near 
Onesacre,  so  many  poor  children,  not  less  then  12,  born  or  residing  within 
some  or  one  of  the  districts  of  Onesacre,  Oughtibridge,  and  Worral,  or  the 
neighbourhood  thereof,  as  the  trustees  should  think  fit,  according  to  such  rules 
and  orders  as  the  trustees  should  make  and  set  down  in  a book  to  be  kept  for 
the  purpose,  provided  that  such  rules  should  be  made  and  signed  by  five  of  the 
trustees  at  a meeting  for  the  purpose,  and  not  be  revoked  or  altered  but  by  seven 
trustees  at  a meeting ; and  it  was  thereby  further  provided,  that  it  should  be 
lawful  for  the  trustees  to  repair,  or  contribute  to  the  repairs,  of  the  then  build- 
ing used  as  a school  at  Onesacre,  or  such  other  building  as  should  be  used  as  a 
school  for  the  purposes  of  the  trusts  of  that  indenture ; and  that  upon  the 
death  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  trustees,  or  of  the  trustees  to  be  elected, 
the  surviving  or  other  trustees,  not  being  less  than  seven  in  number,  present  at 
a meeting  for  the  purpose,  should  elect  such  other  fit  person  or  persons  in  the 
room  of  the  deceased  trustee  or  trustees,  as  the  surviving  or  other  trustees  pre- 
sent at  such  meeting  should  think  fit,  to  the  end  that  any  deficiency  in  the  full 
number  of  14  trustees  might  be  made  up  ; and  that  when  the  trustees  should 
by  death  be  reduced  to  less  then  four,  the  surviving  trustees  should  convey  the 
premises  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  the  new  elected  trustees : and  after 
further  reciting  that  the  trustees  therein  named,  or  some  of  them,  were  seised 
of  or  entitled  to  the  buildings  at  Onesacre,  then  used  as  a school,  and  the  gar- 
den near  the  same,  and  a parcel  of  land  called  the  School  Bank,  containing  by 
estimation  four  acres,  it  was  agreed  and  declared  that  the  said  school,  garden, 
and  parcel  of  land,  should  go  to  the  uses  and  upon  the  trusts  before  mentioned, 
and  be  under  the  control  and  management  of  the  said  trustees,  and  such  as 
should  thereafter  be  elected,  and  be  applied  in  furtherance  of  the  said  trust. 

The  master  of  the  school  at  Onesacre  occupies  the  school,  dwelling-house, 
and  garden  there. 

The  parcel  of  land  called  the  School  Bank,  containing  about  4a.  Or.  3p.,  is 
let  to  the  widow  Bramall,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  5 /.  a year,  the  full  value,  and  the 
rent  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  as  part  of  his  salary. 

An  allotment  or  piece  of  waste  ground  near  the  School  Bank,  containing 
about  1 acre  and  a half  is  in  part  used  as  a garden  by  the  schoolmaster, 
and  the  remainder  is  uncultivated. 

The  farm  at  Wigtwizle,  of  which  one  third  part  belongs  to  the  trustees  of 
Onesacre  school,  and  two  thirds  to  Briggs’s  charity  at  Sproatley,  in  the  East 
Riding  of  the  county  of  York,  (of  which  charity  an  account  is  given  in  the  9th 
printed  Report,  p.  776),  comprises  a house  with  outbuildings,  38  a.  2r.  Op.  of 
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Brad  field.  old  inclosed  land,  an  allotment  of  G a.  3r.  25  p.  adjoining,  and  another  allot- 

ment  of  3r.  8p.  in  Wigtwizle-lane,  and  it  is  in  the  occupation  of  Mary  Helli- 

Tll^dwoiaCre  we^>  widow,  and  George  Ilelliwell  her  son,  as  yearly  tenants,  at  the  rent  of 
continued.  25/.  45.  a year,  in  addition  to  which  they  pay  1 /.  05.  0 \d.  as  interest  of  the 

v — —-3' — 7 redeemed  land-tax.  Two  thirds  of  the  above  sums  are  paid  to  the  overseers 

of  the  poor  of  Sproatley,  who  are  the  managing  trustees  of  Briggs’s  charity ; 
and  the  remainder  to  the  trustees  of  Onesacre  school. 

The  trustees  of  Briggs’s  charity  are  proprietors  of  two  undivided  third  parts 
of  other  farms  or  lands  at  High  Swinden  and  Fullwood,  of  which  the 
remaining  third  parts  belong  to  the  different  persons  who  are  in  the  occupation 
thereof  respectively;  and  one  of  those  individuals,  Mr.  Binney,  of  High  Storrs, 
who  resides  about  13  miles  from  Wigtwizle,  acts  as  the  agent  of  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  Sproatley  in  the  receipt  of  the  rent  of  the  Wigtwizle  farm. 

The  trustees  of  the  Onesacre  school  conceive  that  the  farm  at  Wigtwizle  is 
let  below  its  annual  value,  and  that  it  is  worth  about  44/.  a year,  and  they 
are  very  desirous,  for  the  benefit  of  the  school  at  Onesacre,  that  the  farm  should 
be  divided  by  a partition,  or  that  the  third  part  thereof  belonging  to  them 
should  be  exchanged  for  other  property.  It  may  be  doubted,  we  think,  whether 
the  farm  could  be  let  at  so  high  a rent  as  44/.  a year,  or  that  the  rent  ought  in 
justice  to  be  raised  to  so  high  an  amount,  as  the  tenants  appear  to  have  ex- 
pended a considerable  sum  in  bringing  the  allotments  into  a state  of  cultivation  ; 
and  a partition  or  exchange  could  not  probably  be  effected  without  much 
difficulty  and  expense ; but  it  seems  to  us  that  under  thecircumstances  of  this 
case  the  management  and  letting  of  the  W igtwizle  Farm  ought  to  be  left  to 
the  trustees  of  Onesacre  school  for  the  benefit  of  both  the  charities,  and  we 
have  recommended  the  overseers  of  Sproatley  to  submit  to  that  arrangement. 

The  portion  of  rent  received  by  the  trustees  of  Onesacre  school  is  paid  to  the 
master,  and  he  instructs  lG  poor  children,  appointed  by  the  trustees,  in  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic,  with  several  other  scholars,  educated  at  the  charge  of 
their  parents  or  friends. 

Middop  School. — Bland’s  Charity. 

Middop  School A new  school-house  has  been  lately  erected  on  the  waste  at  Middop  by  means, 

Bland’s  Charity,  partly,  of  a subscription,  and  an  old  building,  previously  used  as  a school,  with 
a rood  of  land  adjoining,  are  let  at  the  yearly  rent  of  31.,  which  rent  is  applied 
towards  the  expense  of  building  the  new  school. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Bland  (who  died  in  or  about  the  year  1819)  bequeathed  to 
Edward  Appleyard,  and  four  others,  the  sum  of  153/.,  on  trust,  to  establish 
a free-school  at  Middop  Stones  for  the  instruction  in  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic,  of  eight  poor  children,  whose  parents  should  have  been  inhabitants 
of  the  township  of  Middop,  and  not  dissenting  from  the  Established  Church,  to 
be  nominated  by  two  or  more  of  the  trustees ; and  he  directed  the  trustees  to 
pay  the  interest  or  proceeds  of  the  said  153/.  to  the  person  who  should  be 
appointed  schoolmaster,  or  otherwise  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution  ; and 
he  empowered  the  trustees  to  appoint  the  schoolmaster,  and  to  remove  him  for 
neglect  or  misconduct;  and  he  directed  that  when  the  trustees  should  be 
reduced  to  two,  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  should  be  held  by  public  notice 
at  the  house  of  the  schoolmaster,  at  which  meeting  three  new  trustees  should  be 
chosen  from  resident  owners  of  property  within  the  township  of  Middop,  or  the 
most  substantial  or  respectable  tenantry  there. 

The  produce  of  the  above  bequest,  with  an  additional  sum  of  30  /.  borrowed 
for  the  purpose,  has  been  lately  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  an  allotment  of 
1a.  2r.  20p.  of  land,  and  two  cottages  and  a barn  erected  thereon,  which  were 
sold  by  the  commissioners  for  inclosing  the  manor,  &c.  of  Middop,  and  are 
intended  to  be  awarded  to  the  trustees  named  in  the  will,  and  the  property  is 
let  in  two  parcels  to  yearly  tenants,  at  the  annual  rent  of  9/-  155.,  the  lull 
value. 

It  is  proposed  and  intended  to  vest  the  school  and  the  property  purchased 
with  the  legacy  in  the  same  trustees ; and  in  conformity  with  the  scheme  for 
uniting  the  charities  the  sum  of  7/.  a year,  part  of  the  rent  of  the  allotment  and 
cottages,  is  paid  to  the  master  of  the  subsisting  school  for  teaching  eight  poor 
children  as  free-scholars  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  The  sum  of 

1/.  105. 
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1/.  105.  a year  is  paid  as  interest  of  the  30/.  borrowed  to  effect  the  purchase,  Bradfield. 
and  the  sum  of  1/.  5 s.,  the  remainder  of  the  rent,  is  retained  and  applied  for  Middo~^hool 
repairing  the  cottages.  When  the  expense  of  the  school-building  is  fully  ' Bland’s  Charity" 
defrayed  it  is  intended  to  apply  the  rent  of  the  old  school-premises  in  the  edu-  continued. 

cation  of  an  additional  number  of  free-scholars.  The  school  is  attended  by  v, ^ > 

several  children  educated  at  the  charge  of  their  parents. 


PARISH  OF  FIRBECK. 


Jenkinson’s  Charity. 

George  JenJcinson,  by  Will,  in  1726,  devised  a parcel  of  land  at  Tuxford, 
Nottinghamshire,  the  rents  thereof  to  be  distributed  among  poor  widows  of 
Firbeck,  at  Christmas  and  Whitsuntide. 

The  land  consists  of  about  three  acres,  and  is  let  by  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  to  John  Beedham,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  51.  5s.  a year,  being  the  fair 
annual  value,  and  the  rent  is  distributed  agreeably  to  the  intentions  of  the 
donor. 


Firbeck. 

Jenkinson's 

Charity. 


PARISH  OF  HANDSWORTH. 

The  School. 

This  school  is  endowed  with  the  sums  of  421/.  155.  10c/.  three-per-cent  Handsworth. 

consols,  and  246/.  135.  2 d.  three-per-cent  consols,  both  standing  in  the  names  

of  trustees,  the  annual  dividends  of  the  stock  amounting  together  to  20/.  15.  The  School, 
per  annum. 

The  first-mentioned  stock  was  produced  by  the  investment  of  a legacy  of 
200/.  given  by  the  Will  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Loclder,  D.  D.,  formerly  rector 
of  Handsworth,  dated  12th  May  1734,  to  be  settled  on  the  schoolmaster  of 
Handsworth  school,  and  of  100/.  which  had  accrued  as  interest  of  the  legacy 
before  it  was  paid  ; and  the  sum  of  246  /.  13  5.  2 d.  three-per-cent  stock  was  the 
produce  of  a legacy  of  200/,  bequeathed  by  Mrs.  Howard,  widow  of  the  late 
rector,  to  augment  the  salary  of  the  schoolmaster. 

By  a declaration  of  trust  relating  to  the  first-mentioned  stock,  executed  by  the 
Rev.  Philip  Howard,  then  rector  of  Handsworth,  Hugh  Parker,  esquire,  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Stacye,  and  Peter  Birks,  it  was  declared,  that  after  payment  of 
necessary  expenses  attending  the  trust  the  dividends  should  be  paid  to  the 
schoolmaster  for  instructing  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  children  in 
the  school  so  many  children  of  such  poor  inhabitants  of  Handsworth,  not 
exceeding  10  at  one  time,  as  the  trustees  should  appoint,  and  that  the  rector  for 
the  time  being  should  be  a trustee  ; and  when  the  number  of  trustees  should  be 
reduced  to  three  the  survivors  should  appoint  other  persons,  inhabitants  of  the 
parish  of  Handsworth,  to  be  trustees. 

A school  and  a dwelling-house  for  the  master  were  built  by  subscription  in  or 
about  the  year  1778.  The  master  is  elected  by  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
parish,  and  he  receives  as  a salary  the  dividends  of  the  stocks,  and  teaches 
ten  children  appointed  by  the  trustees  as  free-scholars  in  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic,  with  other  scholars  brought  up  in  the  school  at  the  charge  of  their 
parents  or  friends. 

The  present  trustees  are  the  Rev.  Wilfred  Huddleston,  rector  of  Hands- 
worth, Hugh  Parker,  esquire,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Stacye,  vicar  of  Worksop. 

Gifts  of  Fenton,  and  Another. 

It  is  mentioned  in  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786  under  Gilbert’s  Gifts  of  Fenton, 
Act,  that  William  Fenton  gave,  by  Will,  for  five  poor  widows,  a rentcharge  of  another. 
55.  a year ; and  that  some  unknown  benefactor  gave  60/.  for  the  poor  of  Hands- 
worth, which  was  laid  out  in  land,  producing  2/.  25.  a year,  then  vested  in  the 
Rev.  John  Stacye  and  John  Parker. 

We  have  made  inquiry  about  these  donations,  but  can  obtain  no  information 
whatever  respecting  them. 
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PARISH  OF  HARTHILL. 


Harthill. 
Poors  Fund. 


Hirst’s  Gift. 


Hickleton. 
Cartwright’s  Dole. 

Hutton’s  Gift. 


Laughton-en-le- 

Morthen. 

Cousins’s  Gift. 
Beckwith’s  Gifts. 

Mirfin’s  Gift. 


Pooes  Fund. 

The  sum  of  117/.  8s.,  three-per-cent  consols,  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
rector,  was  purchased  in  1813  with  7 0/.  benefactions  given  to  the  poor,  and 
the  dividends,  31.  10-s.  5d.  a year,  are  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  among 
the  poor,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister  and  parish-officers. 

Hikst’s  Gift. 

The  Rev.  John  Hirst,  who  died  in  1812,  bequeathed  to  the  Rev.  Robert 
Markham,  the  Rev.  George  Goodenough,  and  the  rector  of  Harthill  for  the  time 
being,  as  much  money  as  would  produce  15 1.  a year  when  invested  in  the 
three-per-cent  consols,  above  all  outgoings  attending  the  trust,  to  be  invested  in 
their  names,  and  the  dividends  to  be  paid  to  the  master  of  Harthill  school. 

The  stock  purchased  under  this  bequest  is  5551.  10s.  three-per-cent  consols, 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Alderson,  the  present  rector,  and 
the  dividends,  16/.  13s.  3d.  a year,  are  paid  to  the  master  of  the  school. 

There  are  10  or  12  children  taught  free  in  the  school  for  a donation  of  12/. 
a year  paid  by  the  duke  of  Leeds,  with  others  paid  for  by  their  friends. 


PARISH  OF  HICKLETON. 

Cart  weight’s  Dole. 

A pension  of  13  s.  4>d.  a year  is  paid  to  a poor  person  of  this  parish,  under 
the  charity  of  Cartwright  alias  Vicars,  of  which  an  account  is  given  in  the 
17th  General  Report,  p.  803. 

Hutton’s  Gift. 

Mention  is  made  in  the  Returns  of  Charitable  Donations  made  to  Parliament 
in  1786,  of  a sum  of  10/.,  as  having  been  formerly  given  by  a Lady  Hutton, 
and  as  supposed,  for  the  poor  of  Hickleton,  and  the  same  is  mentioned  to  be 
then  vested  in  Godfrey  Wentworth,  but  of  this  donation  we  have  not  been  able 
to  obtain  any  information. 


PARISH  OF  LAUGHTON-EN-LE-MORTHEN. 

Cousins’s  Gifts. 

A yearly  rentcharge  of  20s.,  given  by Cousins  to  the  poor  is  paid 

out  of  a farm,  called  Newhall  Grange,  the  property  of  Henry  Walker,  esq., 
and  distributed  among  the  poor  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens. 

Beckwith’s  Gift. 

The  yearly  sum  of  1/.  for  educating  children,  and  2/.  12s.  for  bread,  to  be 
distributed  at  church  on  Sundays,  being  donations  of  Mrs.  Beckwith  in  I76G, 
are  paid  as  rentcharges  out  of  the  Thurcroft  estate,  the  property  of  William 
Beckwith,  esq.,  and  applied  to  the  purposes  above  mentioned. 

Mirfin’s  Gift. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Mirjin,  by  Will,  dated  20th  October  1817,  bequeathed  to 
the  minister  and  churchwardens  100/.,  to  be  laid  out  on  real  or  government 
security,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  on  Candlemas-day,  yearly,  for 
the  benefit  of  such  poor  inhabitants  of  and  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Laughton- 
le-Morthen  as  the  minister  and  churchwardens  should  consider  proper  and 
deserving  objects. 

Since  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mirfin  in  1819,  interest  at  the  rate  of  five-per-cent 
has  been  paid  on  the  legacy,  and  applied  according  to  her  intention. 

The  principal  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Pearson,  of  Doncaster,  the  tes- 
tatrix’s nephew,  and  he  has  undertaken  to  pay  it,  that  the  fund  may  be  laid  out 
in  the  purchase  of  stock. 
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W.  Beckwith’s  Charities. 

William  Beckwith,  esq.,  by  Will,  dated  2d  October  181G,  bequeathed  to  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Laughton-en-le-Morthen  24/.  a 
year  out  of  the  dividends  of  his  stock  in  the  four-per-cent  consols,  to  be  yearly 
applied  as  follows  ; 51.  4^.  in  the  purchase  of  bread,  at  25.  a week,  to  be  distri- 
buted to  such  poor  people  of  the  parish  as  received  no  alms  or  pay  from  the 
parish,  every  Sunday  in  the  church  after  morning  service  ; 5/.  in  having  five 
poor  children  of  the  parish  taught  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  the  children 
to  be  nominated  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens  ; 1 /.  105.  for  purchasing 
bibles,  prayer-books,  and  the  new  whole  duty  of  man,  for  poor  children  taught 
by  his  and  his  mother’s  donations,  on  quitting  school;  2/.  to  the  schoolmaster 
of  the  parish  for  teaching  his  scholars  the  Church  of  England  catechism  ; 
1 /.  to  the  minister  for  examining  the  children  in  the  church  half  yearly  ; 1 /.  10  5. 
for  rewards  to  the  children  found  perfect  in  their  catechism;  7/-  for  appren- 
ticing a poor  child  of  the  parish,  yearly,  or  if  needful,  for  clothing  the  child  when 
put  out,  or  if  there  should  be  no  poor  child  to  be  apprenticed,  for  a poor  maid 
of  the  parish  married  within  the  year,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister  and 
churchwardens,  or  if  not  wanted  for  either  of  such  purposes,  then  to  be  distributed 
to  poor  persons  not  receiving  alms  or  pay  of  the  parish,  by  6 c/.  a week  each,  as 
far  as  it  would  extend  ; and  the  residue,  165.  to  the  trustees  for  their  trouble  ; 
and  he  gave  the  remainder  of  his  four-per-cent  consols  stock  for  the  benefit  of 
certain  persons  for  life,  and  in  a certain  event  (which  happened)  to  the  president, 
vice-president,  or  governors  of  the  Foundling  Hospital,  in  London,  for  the 
benefit  of  that  charity. 

Under  this  bequest  the  sum  of  7 ,255/.  75»»  late  4-per-cent,  now  3 f -per-cent 
annuities,  has  been  transferred  to  the  governors  and  guardians  of  the  Foundling 
Hospital,  upon  trust,  as  declared  by  a deed,  dated  20th  February  1827,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Foundling  Hospital,  subject  to  the  payment  of  24/.  a year  out  of 
the  dividends,  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  Laughton-en-le-Morthen, 
for  the  purposes  above  declared  in  the  will  of  William  Beckwith. 

The  yearly  sum  of  24/.  is  applied  for  the  purposes  and  in  the  manner  directed 
by  the  testator. 

The  School. 

This  school  is  endowed  with  a dwelling-house,  garden,  school-room,  and 
3r.  19p-  of  land,  in  the  occupation  of  the  master  for  the  time  being,  and 
a yearly  rentcharge  of  2/.,  out  of  a close,  called  the  Town  In g,  the  property 
of  William  Beckwith,  esq. 

By  a deed  executed  in  1820,  new  trustees  were  appointed,  and  through  their 
exertions  the  school,  which  had  been  much  neglected,  has  been  restored  to 
a state  of  usefulness.  Ten  poor  children  nominated  by  the  vicar,  who  is  one 
of  the  trustees,  are  educated  as  free-scholars,  with  others  paid  for  by  their 
friends,  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic. 


Laughton-en-le- 

Morthen. 

W.  Beckwith’s 
Charities. 


The  School. 


PARISH  OF  RAVENFIELD. 

Howson’s  Charity  Estate. 

The  moiety  of  the  rents  of  an  estate  in  the  parish  of  Arksey,  consisting  of  Ravenfield. 
a house  and  land,  containing  together  4a.  3r.  22p.  is  payable  under  the  will  Howson’sCbarit 
of  Henry  Howson , dated  the  29th  August  1641,  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Estate. 
Ravenfield.  A more  particular  account  of  the  charity  is  contained  in  the  Report 
of  Charities  for  the  parish  of  Conisbrough. 

The  sum  of  5/.  55.  a year,  a moiety  of  the  present  rent,  is  received  by  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  Ravenfield,  and  is  added  by  them  to  the  funds  raised  by 
rate  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  applied  therewith.  This  mode  of  application 
has  long  prevailed,  but  we  think  it  erroneous,  and  that  the  money  ought  to  be 
distributed  separately  among  industrious  and  deserving  poor  persons,  according 
to  the  practice  followed  in  the  parishes  of  Conisbrough  and  Arksey,  the  poor  of 
which  are  interested  in  the  charity  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  Ravenfield. 
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Ravenfield. 


Oborne’s  Gift. 


Oborne’s  Gift. 

Mary  Oborne,  widow,  by  Will,  dated  23d  January  1779,  directed  her 
executor,  Samuel  Phipps,  esquire,  to  place  out  500 /.  in  the  funds,  in  the  names 
of  trustees,  the  dividends  thereof  to  be  divided  at  Christmas  annually  amongst 
the  indigent  inhabitants  in  the  township  of  Ravenfield,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
owners  of  the  Ravenfield  estate  for  the  time  being,  but  in  case  they  should 
neglect  to  distribute  the  same,  then  to  be  distributed  by  the  trustees  in  whose 
names  the  same  should  be  placed. 

By  a Declaration  of  Trust,  dated  the  4th  of  May  1795,  reciting  the  will,  and 
that  the  legacy  of  500/.  had  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  762 /.  15s.  8 d. 
three-per-cent  consols,  then  standing  in  the  names  of  Thomas  Walker  and 
Lancelot  Shadwell,  esquires,  Mr.  Thomas  Lane,  of  Goldsmiths  Hall,  London, 
and  Charles  Bowns,  esquire,  it  was  by  them  declared  that  they  would  stand 
possessed  of  the  stock  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  will. 

The  sum  of  22/.  17  s.  5d.  a year,  the  dividend  of  the  stock,  is  distributed 
among  poor  persons  by  Thomas  James  Bosvile,  esquire,  the  proprietor  of  the 
Ravenfield  estate  in  the  will  mentioned,  in  money  and  provisions. 

The  trustees  above  named  being  all  dead,  the  stock  ought  to  be  transferred 
into  the  names  of  other  persons.  It  is  represented  that  Mr.  Lane  was  the 
survivor,  and*  that  John  Lane,  of  Goldsmiths  Hall,  London,  esquire,  is  his 
representative. 


Omfrey’s  Gift. 

Onfrey’s  Gift.  The  sum  of  100/.,  given  for  the  poor  of  Ravenfield  by  Thomas  Omfrey,  is  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Bosvile  above  named,  and,  as  interest  thereof,  the  sum  of  4/. 
a year  is  paid  by  him,  and  distributed  among  poor  persons. 


PARISH  OF  SHEFFIELD. 


Sheffield. 

The  Free 
Grammar  School. 


The  Free  Grammar-School. 

By  a charter  granted  in  the  second  year  of  James  the  First,  a grammar-school 
was  established  at  Sheffield  for  the  instruction  of  boys  inhabiting  there  and  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  the  minister  of  Sheffield  and  other  persons  were  incor- 
porated as  governors  of  the  possessions  of  the  school,  and  empowered  to  elect 
a master  and  usher. 

The  school  is  endowed  with  estates  at  Wadsley  and  Gilberthorpe,  near  Shef- 
field, (of  which  a particular  is  subjoined,)  producing  an  annual  income  of 
160/.  10y. 

The  estate  at  Wadsley  was  purchased  upwards  of  150  years  ago  with  the 
money  arising  from  the  sale  of  property  at  Leverington,  in  Cambridgeshire, 
which  had  been  conveyed  to  the  governors  to  answer  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
the  will  of  Thomas  Smith , dated  the  2d  July  1603,  whereby  he  directed  provi- 
sion to  be  made  for  the  payment  of  20/.  a year  to  a schoolmaster,  and  10/. 
a year  to  an  usher,  to  be  nominated  by  the  minister  and  12  parishioners  of 
Sheffield,  for  bringing  up  children  there  in  godliness  and  learning  ; and  the 
property  at  Gilberthorpe  was  devised  by  James  Hill , by  Will,  dated  in  1709,  to 
the  governors  of  the  grammar-school,  for  the  only  use  and  benefit  of  the  school- 
masters thereof. 

It  has  long  been  usual  to  elect  some  of  the  church-burgesses  into  the  office 
of  governors  of  the  grammar-school,  and  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  the 
governors  used  to  be  entered  in  the  order-book  of  the  church-burgesses,  but  of 
late  years  a separate  minute-book  has  been  kept  for  the  grammar-school  trust. 

A school  and  school-house  wrere  built  about  the  year  1648  on  ground  in 
Sheffield  demised  by  the  church-burgesses  to  the  governors  of  the  school  for 
a term  of  800  years,  at  a nominal  rent,  and  in  1776  the  school-premises  being 
much  out  of  repair,  a fund  wras  raised  by  subscription  for  repairing  the  school- 
buildings,  and  for  augmenting  the  salaries  of  the  master  and  usher.  Part  of  the 
money  was  applied  at  the  time  in  repairs  of  the  school-buildings,  and  other 
parts  were  afterwards  applied  from  time  to  time  in  repairs  and  improvements  of 
the  school-premises  and  estates,  and  in  defraying  other  expenses  of  the  trust, 
the  interest  of  the  remainder  being  paid  to  the  master  and  usher  in  augmenta- 
tion 
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tion  of  their  salaries  ; and  at  the  time  of  this  Inquiry  there  remained  of  the  fund  Sheffield, 
the  sum  of  500/.,  part  of  which,  300/.,  is  secured  on  mortgage  of  freehold 
houses  in  Silver-street  and  Bailey-lane  in  Sheffield,  at  interest  of  five-per-cent,  Grammar  School 
and  the  sum  of  200/.  is  lodged  in  a banking-house  at  Sheffield.  continued. 

In  1823  the  old  school-house  being  in  a ruinous  and  decayed  state,  and  it  v 

being  desirable  to  erect  a new  school-house  in  a more  healthy  situation,  the 
governors  surrendered  the  lease  for  800  years,  and  in  lieu  thereof  the  church- 
burgesses,  by  deed,  dated  the  1st  October  1823,  demised  to  the  governors 
a piece  of  ground  of  equal  value,  containing  2,400  square  yards,  near  Broad- 
lane,  in  Sheffield,  for  595  years  from  the  11th  November  1823,  (being  the 
remainder  of  the  term  of  800  years  then  unexpired,)  at  the  yearly  rent  of  Is. 

A new  and  commodious  school  has  been  erected  on  part  of  the  ground  near 
Broad-lane,  the  remainder  being  converted  to  the  purpose  of  a play-ground,  and 
in  order  to  enlarge  the  play-ground  the  church-burgesses  have  since,  by  lease, 
dated  20th  January  1825,  demised  to  the  governors  two  adjoining  pieces  of 
ground,  containing  respectively  183  square  yards,  and  191  square  yards,  for  the 
term  of  21  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  1/.  11s.  2 d. 

The  sum  of  1,400/.  was  raised  by  subscription  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Sheffield  and  owners  of  property  in  the  neighbourhood  for  building  the  new 
school-house,  but  the  expense  of  the  building,  which  exceeded  the  estimate, 
having  amounted  to  1,600/.,  it  is  intended  to  apply  the  sum  of  200/.  above 
mentioned  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 

Since  the  year  1777  the  regular  or  stated  annual  stipend  of  the  master  has 
been  60/..  and  that  of  the  usher  30/.,  and  the  remainder  of  the  income  arising 
from  the  estates  and  funds  above  mentioned,  after  providing  for  repairs  and 
necessary  expenses,  is  divided  between  the  master  and  usher  in  proportion  to 
their  stipends.  , 

The  school  is  conducted  as  a free  grammar-school  for  boys,  being  children 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Sheffield ; but  the  governors  considering  the 
emoluments  of  the  teachers,  and  the  population  of  Sheffield  to  be  such  as  to 
require  a limitation  in  the  number  of  free-scholars,  have  fixed  that  number  at 
25,  the  master  being  under  a condition  to  teach  other  scholars  at  such  charges 
as  are  usual  in  classical  schools  in  the  neighbourhood,  being  five  guineas  a year 
for  each  boy.  The  number  of  free-scholars  in  attendance,  however,  is  seldom 
25,  and  at  the  time  of  this  Inquiry  was  21.  The  free-scholars  are  nominated 
by  the  governors,  each  of  them  nominating  in  turn  as  applications  are  made. 

The  school  has  formerly,  at  different  times,  been  in  considerable  repute  as  a 
grammar-school,  and  we  are  given  to  understand  that  its  present  reduced  con- 
dition is  rather  to  be  ascribed  to  the  preference  given  by  the  inhabitants  to 
a mercantile  education,  than  to  any  neglect  or  inattention  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers. 


Particulars  and  Rental  of  the  School  Estate  : 


PROPERTY. 

QUANTITY. 

TENANT. 

TERM. 

RENT. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

At  Wadsley  : 

A. 

R.  P. 

£. 

s.  d. 

Messuage,  outbuildings,! 

closes  and  allotments  -/ 

12 

2 36 

George  Deakin  - 

(On  lease  for  14  years,! 
from  Lady-day  1817  -J 

25 

- - 

Full  annual  value. 

Closes  - - - 

15 

O 23 

Godfrey  Watts  - 

- - - D®  - 

40 

- - 

- - D®. 

Closes  - - - 

8 

O 32 

Geo.  Hawksley  - 

(On  lease  for  17  years,! 
\ from  Lady-day  1822  -J 

20 

- - 

- - D®. 

Two  allotments 

21 

3 18 

Thos.  Harrison  - 

(On  lease  for  21  years, 1 
( from  Michaelmas  1812  / 

30 

- - 

- - D®. 

Four  dwelling-houses,  with] 

f On  lease  for  21  years,! 
( from  Michaelmas  1815  J 

gardens  and  outbuildings;  > 
a croft  -J 

1 

1 14 

Geo.  Machin  - 

25 

- - 

- - D®, 

At  Gilberthokpe : 

House  and  outbuildings  ;! 
closes  -J 

5 

0 37 

Samuel  Kirk 

(Yearly  tenant ; lease  late-] 
]_  ly  expired  - - -J 

10 

10  - 

f About  to  be  re- 
1 let. 

House  and  outbuildings;! 
closes  - - - -J 

4 

3 2 

John  Muscroft  - 

- - - F>°  - - - 

10 

- - 

- - D®. 

£. 

160 

10  - 
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Sheffield. 

The  Town 
Burgesses  Trust. 
continued. 

\ . / 


The  Town  Burgesses  Trust. 

By  a Deed  dated  the  10th  August  1297>  Thomas  Furnival  demised  to  all  his 
free  tenants  of  the  town  of  Sheffield,  and  their  heirs,  all  the  tofts,  lands  and 
tenements  which  they  held  of  him  in  the  town  of  Sheffield,  to  hold  the  same, 
with  the  appurtenances,  to  the  aforesaid  tenants  and  their  heirs,  paying  for  the 
same  yearly  to  the  said  Thomas  Furnival,  and  his  heirs,  the  sum  of  3/.  18s.  0£</., 
in  lieu  of  all  services  and  demands. 

By  a Decree  of  Commissioners  of  Charitable  Uses,  dated  the  6tn  December, 
33d  Charles  2,  reciting  an  inquisition,  whereby  it  was  found  that  several  mes- 
suages, lands  and  tenements  in  Sheffield,  in  the  occupation  of  the  persons  therein 
named,  had  of  ancient  time  been  given,  limited  and  appointed  for  the  repair  of 
a bridge  within  the  township  of  Sheffield  called  Ladys  Bridge,  and  for  the 
cleaning  and  keeping  in  order,  for  the  common  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Shef- 
field, a pond  or  pool  called  Barker’s  Pool,  and  for  the  repairing  of  causeways 
and  highways,  and  other  charitable  and  public  uses  within  the  town  ; and  that 
the  same  had  then,  for  CO  years  and  upwards,  been  demised  by  certain  of  the 
inhabitants  within  the  town  of  Sheffield,  sometimes  by  the  name  of  the  “ bur- 
gers,” or  “ the  major  part  of  the  burgers  of  Sheffield,”  and  at  other  times 
by  the  name  of  “ the  burgers,  or  the  major  part  of  the  burgers  or  free  tenants 
of  Sheffield,”  and  by  other  names ; and  that  the  rents  thereof  had  until  then 
of  late  constantly  been  disposed  of  for  the  charitable  uses  aforesaid,  and  other 
public  and  charitable  uses,  for  the  aid  and  ease  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the 
township  of  Sheffield,  It  was  decreed  that  the  seisin  and  possession  of  all  the 
said  messuages,  lands  and  hereditaments,  should  be  in  William  Simpson  and 
12  others,  then  inhabitants  within  the  town  of  Sheffield,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
in  trust  for  the  charitable  uses  and  purposes  aforesaid ; and  that  such  persons 
as  then  claimed  any  estate  or  interest  therein  should  transfer  the  same  to  the 
said  Simpson  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  said  trusts ; and  that  when 
any  three  or  more  of  the  trustees,  or  of  any  succeeding  trustees  of  the  premises, 
should  be  dead,  the  survivors  should  convey  over  the  premises  to  the  use  of 
themselves  and  of  such  other  persons,  inhabitants  within  the  town  of  Sheffield, 
as  should  from  time  to  time  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  greater  part 
of  the  then  inhabitants  within  the  town,  upon  the  charitable  uses  aforesaid,  so 
that  the  estate  in  law  of  the  premises  might  not  remain  in  trustees  under  the 
number  of  12  for  above  six  months  together. 

By  Indentures  of  Lease  and  Release,  the  Release  being  dated  the  23d  Decem- 
ber 1817,  reciting  the  deed  of  the  10th  August  1297,  and  the  inquisition  and 
decree  ; and  further  reciting,  that  some  time  in  the  year  1726  the  trustees  then 
in  possession  of  the  said  messuages,  lands  and  hereditaments,  or  some  of  them, 
became  proprietors  of  10  shares  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  Dun  (being  a 
freehold  estate  of  inheritance,)  in  trust  for  the  said  charity,  and  that  the  free- 
hold and  leasehold  estates  and  premises  belonging  to  the  charity,  and  the  10 
navigation  shares,  were  then  respectively  vested  in  John  Shore,  and  other  per- 
sons, as  trustees,  as  therein  mentioned  ; and  further  reciting,  that  by  a decretal 
order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  dated  the  15th  February  1814,  made  in  a cause 
wherein  His  Majesty’s  Attorney-general,  at  the  relation  of  James  Hawksley, 
Thomas  Leader,  and  Samuel  Broomhead  Ward,  was  plaintiff,  and  John 
Greaves,  John  Shore,  and  others,  were  defendants*,  it  wras  ordered,  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Court  to  declare  in  whom  the 
right  of  election  of  new  trustees  to  the  charity-estates  was  vested  ; and  further 
reciting,  that  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  respectively  the  23d  and 
24th  October  1815,  a close  or  piece  of  land  at  Stumperlowe,  in  the  parish  of 
Sheffield,  called  Snaithing,  containing  2a.  2r.  28p.  with  the  mines  and  appur- 
tenances thereto  belonging,  had  been  conveyed  to  the  use  of  the  said  John 
Shore,  and  others,  as  trustees  for  the  said  charity ; and  reciting,  that  the  said 
Master  made  his  report,  bearing  date  the  13th  August  1816,  and  thereby  cer- 
tified that  the  rights  of  election  of  new  trustees  to  the  charity  estates  was  vested 
in  the  freeholders  of  the  town  of  Sheffield  for  the  time  being ; and  that  by  a 
decree,  dated  the  26th  April  1817,  made  in  the  cause,  it  was  declared  that  the 

right 


* Note.  — Some  explanation  of  the  circumstances  under  which  this  suit  was  instituted  may  be 
obtained  by  referring  to  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 
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right  of  election  of  new  trustees  to  the  charity  estate  was  vested  in  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  town  of  Sheffield,  being  freeholders,  and  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
trustees  should  proceed  to  a new  election  to  till  up  the  vacancies  according  to 
the  decree  of  charitable  uses,  and  that  they  should  execute  such  instruments 
as  would  be  necessary  for  vesting  the  charity-estates  in  themselves,  and  such 
new  trustees  so  to  be  elected ; and  reciting,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  said  decree 
a meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  being  freeholders  of  the  town  of  Sheffield,  was  on 
the  5th  of  December  then  instant  held  in  the  Town-hall  in  Sheffield,  and  Ben- 
jamin Withers,  Samuel  Mitchell,  and  Thomas  Asline  Ward,  were  duly  chosen 
trustees,  in  conjunction  with  the  said  John  Shore  and  others,  to  execute  the 
trusts  of  the  charity ; and  further  reciting,  that  in  further  pursuance  of  the 
decree  10  shares  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  Dun  had  been  duly  transferred 
to  all  the  trustees ; the  said  John  Shore,  and  others  therein  named,  in  further 
pursuance  of  the  decree  of  the  26th  April,  conveyed  to  Elias  Lowe,  and  his 
heirs,  the  several  freehold  messuages,  lands,  hereditaments  and  premises  vested 
in  them,  or  any  of  them,  upon  the  subsisting  trusts  declared  by  the  decree  of 
the  commissioners  of  charitable  uses  in  the  year  1681,  to  hold  the  same  to  the 
use  of  the  said  several  old  and  new  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns  ; and  the 
said  John  Shore,  and  others  therein  named,  also  assigned  to  the  said  Elias  Lowe 
the  leasehold  messuages,  lands  and  premises  vested  in  them,  or  any  of  them, 
upon  the  said  trusts,  to  the  intent  that  he  might  assign  the  same  to  the  said  old 
and  new  trustees  ; and  it  was  thereby  declared,  that  the  said  John  Shore,  and 
others  his  co-trustees,  should  stand  seised  and  possessed  of  the  said  freehold 
and  leasehold  messuages,  lands,  hereditaments  and  premises,  and  of  the  said 
10  shares  in  the  river  Dun  navigation,  upon  and  for  the  trusts  and  purposes 
declared  concerning  the  hereditaments  and  premises  comprised  in  the  deed  of 
the  10th  August  1297>  and  by  the  decree  of  commissioners  for  charitable 
uses,  or  such  of  them  as  were  then  subsisting  undetermined  and  capable  of 
taking  effect:  And  by  an  indenture  indorsed  on  the  indenture  of  release,  bearing 
date  24th  December  1817,  Elias  Lowe  assigned  to  the  trustees  the  leasehold 
messuages,  lands  and  hereditaments,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

By  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  and  passed  in  the  year  1827,  intitled  “ An 
Act  for  facilitating  the  execution  of  certain  trusts  for  charitable  and  public 
purposes  within  the  town  of  Sheffield,  in  the  county  of  York,  reciting,  that  under 
and  by  virtue  of  a certain  deed,  bearing  date  the  10th  day  of  August  1297, 
and  a Decree  of  the  Commissioners  for  Charitable  Uses,  made  in  the  year  1681, 
and  a decree  and  order  of  His  Majesty’s  High  Court  of  Chancery,  bearing  date 
respectively  the  15th  day  of  February  1814,  and  the  26th  day  of  April  1817, 
made  in  a cause  between  His  Majesty's  Attorney-general,  informant,  and  John 
Greaves,  and  others,  defendants,  certain  messuages,  cottages,  houses,  lands, 
tenements  and  hereditaments  in  the  town  of  Sheffield,  and  other  property,  had 
become  vested  in  the  several  persons  thereinafter  named,  absolutely,  in  trust,  to 
apply  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  for  various  charitable  and  public  uses  within 
the  town  of  Sheffield ; and  that  by  reason  of  the  number  of  the  trustees  inconve- 
nience and  expense  had  arisen  in  cases  of  leases,  and  other  instruments  required 
to  be  executed  by  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  and  it  would  be  of  advantage 
to  the  charity  and  trust  to  obviate  such  inconvenience  and  expense  in  those  cases 
for  the  future ; and  reciting,  that  John  Shore,  John  Greaves  Vincent,  Henry 
Eyre,  Rowland  Hodgson,  Francis  Fenton,  Peter  Brownell,  Benjamin  Withers, 
Thomas  Asline  Ward,  William  Battie,  William  Fisher,  and  Thomas  Pearson, 
were  the  trustees  for  the  said  charitable  and  public  purposes : It  was  enacted, 
that  all  deeds,  leases  and  instruments  relating  to  the  said  charity  and  trust,  or  to 
any  of  the  present  or  future  estates,  or  property  thereof,  which  should  thereafter 
be  executed  by  a majority  in  number  of  the  persons  who  should  for  the  time 
being  be  the  trustees  of  the  said  charity  and  trust,  under  the  said  decrees  and 
order  (such  majority  consisting  of  not  less  than  seven  persons),  should,  if  pur- 
porting and  expressed  to  be  so  executed  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  of  that  Act, 
or  with  reference  thereto,  be  of  the  same  force,  effect  and  validity  in  law,  as  if 
the  same  had  been  actually  executed  by  the  whole  of  such  trustees  for  the  time 
being ; and  that  when  any  new  trustee  or  trustees  should  be  elected  in  pursuance 
of  the  said  decrees  and  order,  such  elections  should  be  entered  in  a book  or 
books,  to  be  kept  by  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  for  such  purpose  ; and  when 
any  such  election  shonld  have  been  so  made  and  entered,  the  new  trustee 
or  trustees  so  elected  should,  jointly  with  the  then  continuing  former 
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trustees  be  held  and  deemed  to  be  the  trustees  of  the  charity  and  trust, 
under  the  said  decrees  and  order  for  the  time  being,  without  any  deed  or  instru- 
ment being  executed  for  such  purpose  ; and  that  when  any  such  election  should 
be  so  made  and  entered,  all  the  real  and  personal  estates  and  property  vested 
in  the  persons  who  were,  immediately  before  such  election,  the  trustees  of  the 
charity  and  trust,  should  thereupon  become,  and  be  legally  and  effectually 
vested  in  them  and  the  newly  elected  trustee  or  trustees  jointly,  for  the  same 
estates  and  interests,  for  the  same  purposes,  and  in  the  same  manner,  for  and 
in  which  the  same  estates  and  property  respectively  were  immediately  before 
such  election  vested  in  the  persons  who  then  were  such  trustees  as  aforesaid ; 
provided  that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  and  they 
were  thereby  directed  annually  on  the  11th  day  of  May  in  every  year,  unless 
when  that  day  should  be  Sunday,  and  then  on  the  12th  day  of  May,  to  pro- 
duce, or  cause  to  be  produced,  in  the  Town  Hall  of  Sheffield,  a full  and  true 
account  in  writing  of  the  receipts,  payments,  and  disbursements  of,  from,  and 
on  account  of  the  rents,  revenues,  income,  and  property  of  the  said  charity 
and  trust,  and  the  dispositions  thereof,  in,  during,  and  for  the  year  then  ending  ; 
which  account  should  contain  all  necessary  and  proper  particulars  as  to  date 
and  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  same  clear  and  intelligible  ; and  the 
same  annual  account  should  accordingly  in  every  year,  on  such  lith  or  12th  day 
of  May,  as  the  case  might  be,  from  11  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  until  4 of  the 
clock  in  the  afternoon,  remain  in  the  Town  Hall,  open  to  and  for  the  full  inspec- 
tion and  examination  of  all  persons  entitled  to  vote  at  elections  of  new  trustees 
of  the  charity  and  trust  for  the  time  being,  who  might  then  and  there  desire  to 
inspect  or  examine  the  same  j and  that  a previous  notice  of  such  production, 
not  less  than  three,  nor  more  than  five,  weeks  before  such  annual  day  of  pro- 
duction, should  annually  be  published  and  advertised  in  some  one  or  more 
provincial  newspaper  or  newspapers  generally  circulated  at  and  in  the  neigh- 
bourhoood  of  Sheffield  for  the  time  being  ; provided  also,  that  no  election  of  any 
new  trustee  or  trustees  for  the  charity  and  trust  should  take  place  unless  pre- 
ceded by  public  notice  published  and  advertised  not  less  than  three,  nor  more 
than  five,  weeks  previously,  in  some  one  or  more  such  newspaper  or  newspapers 
as  aforesaid,  of  the  intention  to  have  and  hold  such  election,  and  the  time  and 
place  thereof : And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  the  costs,  charges,  and  expenses 
of  applying  for  and  obtaining  and  passing  that  Act,  should  be  defrayed  by  the 
trustees  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  charity-estates  in  preference  to  all 
other  claims  or  demands. 

A particular  and  rental  of  the  property  belonging  to  this  trust  is  given  in  the 
Appendix. 

It  has  become  unnecessary  to  provide  for  the  three  first  objects  or  purposes 
mentioned  in  the  Inquisition  recited  in  the  Decree  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Charitable  Uses.  The  Ladys  Bridge  some  time  ago  became  a county  bridge, 
and  is  repaired  out  of  the  county-rates.  Barker’s  Pool  having  become  a public 
nuisance  has  been  many  years  filled  up,  and  the  ground  being  taken  possession 
of  by  the  trustees,  forms  part  of  the  trust-estate,  and  has  been  let  off  upon 
building-leases  ; and  the  repairing  of  the  public  causeways  and  highways  is  now 
provided  for  by  the  highway-rates. 

The  ordinary  application  of  the  income  is  in  providing  for  such  purposes 
as  are  usually  provided  for  in  corporate  towns  by  the  corporations  out  of  their 
revenues,  such  as  the  payment  of  the  wages  of  a bellman,  and  of  ringers  at 
the  church  on  public  days,  providing  accommodation,  coals,  &c.  for  the  use 
of  the  magistrates  at  their  petty  sessions,  an  annual  payment  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  Sheffield  Waterworks  for  fire-plugs,  the  salary  of  the  town-beadle  who 
attends  the  magistrates,  and  takes  charge  of  prisoners  previous  to  commital, 
a yearly  allowance  towards  the  expense  of  the  Easter  jury,  who  appoint  public 
officers  and  report  nuisances,  a yearly  allowance  for  repairing  and  keeping  in 
order  the  town-clock,  a payment  to  the  gas-light  company  for  lighting  the  town- 
hall,  and  the  lamps  at  the  post-office,  and  other  public  buildings,  the  providing 
of  clothing  and  shoes  for  the  bellman  and  beadle,  the  salary  of  the  pindar  for 
the  township,  and  the  expense  of  firing  a salute  on  the  King’s  birth-day. 

The  occasional  expenditure  is  in  planting  and  improving  the  charity-estates, 
and  the  purchase  of  buildings,  &c.  for  widening  the  streets  and  improving  the 
town  of  Sheffield.  Before  the  year  1818  the  expense  of  lighting,  watching, 
and  cleansing  the  town,  used  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  trust-estate,  no  rates 
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being  then  levied  for  those  purposes  ; but  the  funds  being  inadequate,  and  Sheffield, 

a police-act  being  passed  in  that  year  by  which  provision  was  made  for  those  , — ~ 

objects,  that  expenditure  lias  since  been  discontinued.  The  expense,  however,  Bui^eTses°Trust 
of  obtaining  the  police-act  was  defrayed  by  the  town-burgesses,  pursuant  to  an  continued. 

agreement  of  the  inhabitants  convened  at  a public  meeting,  when  the  expe-  v 

diency  of  procuring  the  Act  was  taken  into  consideration. 

The  burgesses  hold  meetings  twice  a year,  in  November  and  May,  on  their 
rent-days,  and  the  accounts  are  passed  annually  on  the  11th  May;  but  when 
any  particular  object  is  to  be  effected,  calling  for  a special  application  of  the 
trust-funds,  they  meet  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  the  object  pro- 
posed should  be  carried  into  effect.  The  trustees,  with  the  clerk  and  surveyor, 
dine  together  on  the  rent-days,  the  expense  of  each  dinner,  and  of  some 
refreshment  to  the  tenants,  being  on  an  average  about  12/. 

We  have  inserted  in  the  Appendix  such  part  of  the  examination  as  contains 
an  explanation  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  suit  in  chancery  above 
referred  to  was  instituted  and  conducted,  and  the  Act  of  Parliament  was 
obtained.  Previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  some  discontent  existed  respect- 
ing the  management  of  the  trust,  or  the  application  of  the  revenues,  arising,  as 
it  appears  to  us,  principally  from  the  circumstance  of  the  accounts,  &c.  not 
being  published.  It  does  not  appear  to  us  that  there  are  any  grounds  of  com- 
plaint which  call  for  the  interference  of  a court  of  equity,  and  the  general 
information  now  afforded  respecting  the  trust,  and  the  means  of  public 
examination  of  the  accounts  provided  by  the  Act  of  Parliament,  will  probably 
have  the  effect  of  preventing  any  future  mismanagement  or  improper  expen- 
diture. 

William  Parkin’s  Charity. 

The  sum  of  4/.  105.  a year  is  paid  by  the  town-burgesses  as  the  interest  of  Parkin’s 
100/.  formerly  paid  to  them,  being  a donation  of  William  Parlcm  for  decayed  Chanty, 

file-smiths  and  edge-tool  makers  in  the  parish  of  Sheffield,  and  the  money  is 
distributed  annually  among  36  poor  file-smiths,  or  their  widows,  by  the  collector 
of  the  rents  of  the  town-burgesses  estates. 

Henry  Younge’s  Gift. 

Mention  is  made  in  the  Returns  to  Parliament  of  Charitable  Donations  in  H.  Younge’s  Gift. 
1786,  of  a rent-charge  of  1/.  IO5.  a year,  vested  in  the  town-burgesses  for  the 
poor  of  the  town  of  Sheffield,  under  a donation  of  Henry  Younge,  to  which, 
however,  no  date  is  assigned  in  the  Returns.  We  have  made  inquiry,  but  can 
obtain  no  information  about  this  charity ; and  if  the  payment  ever  existed  it 
has  long  been  discontinued. 

The  Church  Burgesses  Trust. 

By  Letters  Patent,  dated  the  8th  June,  1st  Queen  Mary,  after  reciting,  that  The  Church 
the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  village  and  parish  of  Sheffield,  had  time  Bui'gesses  Trust, 
out  of  mind  been  seised  in  their  demesne  as  of  fee  of  and  in  certain  yearly 
rents  therein  mentioned,  amounting  together  to  105.  6d.  or  thereabouts,  and 
of  and  in  several  messuages,  cottages,  crofts,  lands  and  hereditaments,  in  the  • • 

letters  patent  particularly  mentioned,  which  had  been  given  to  the  burgesses 
and  inhabitants  by  different  persons,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  bestow  the 
issues  and  profits  thereof  yearly  towards  the  repairs  of  the  parish-church  of 
Sheffield,  and  the  bridges,  common  ways  and  passages  within  the  parish,  and 
towards  the  maintenance  and  relief  of  the  poor  and  needy  inhabitants  within 
the  parish  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  had 
accordingly  bestowed  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises  to  pious  uses  afore- 
said, until  the  30th  year  of  King  Henry  the  8th,  at  which  time,  by  the  gifts  and 
alms  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  and  by  other  ways,  three  priests  were  sus- 
tained, to  celebrate  and  administer  in  the  parish-church  aforesaid,  but  by 
degrees  their  charity  having  decreased  and  become  extinct,  the  burgesses  and 
inhabitants  had  been  forced,  with  part  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises, 
to  support  three  priests  in  the  parish-church,  and  to  pay  yearly  the  stipends  of  the 
three  priests,  amounting  to  16/.  105.  per  annum,  and  had  found  and  main- 
tained a lamp  burning  in  the  parish-church,  and  an  anniversary  there,  and  had 
expended  for  maintaining  the  lamp  and  anniversary  195.  a year,  and  that  the 
burgesses  and  inhabitants  had  continued  to  pay  the  said  stipends,  and  maintain 
the  lamp  and  anniversary,  until  the  making  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in 
Rep.  19.  4 E the 
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the  1st  year  of  King  Edward  the  6th,  concerning  the  dissolution  of  colleges,  chaun- 
tries,  and  guilds,  and  that  by  virtue  and  under  colour  of  that  Act  the  burgesses  and 
inhabitants  had  been  obliged  to  pay  yearly  to  the  use  of  the  King,  out  of  the 
profits  and  revenues  of  the  premises,  the  rent  of  YJl.  9 s.  4 d.,  being  so  much 
of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises  as  had  been  expended  yearly  in  paying 
the  stipends  of  the  three  priests,  and  maintaining  the  lamp,  and  anniversary, 
but  that  nevertheless  some  questions  and  doubts  had  arisen,  whether  the  said 
premises,  or  the  rent  of  17 /.  9s.  4 d.,  ought  to  come  to  the  hands  of  her 
Majesty  by  virtue  of  the  said  Act  of  Parliament;  her  Majesty,  therefore,  having 
considered  the  matters  aforesaid,  and  understanding  that  the  parish  of  Sheffield 
was  of  so  large  extent,  and  so  well  peopled  that  the  vicar  of  the  parish  was 
unable,  without  the  help  of  some  other  priests,  to  administer  sacraments  and 
other  divine  services  in  the  church  to  the  parishioners,  and  being  also  willing  to 
remove  the  said  questions  and  doubts,  and  being  desirous  that  the  sacraments 
and  other  divine  services  might  thenceforth  be  administered  and  celebrated  in 
the  said  parish-church  as  in  former  time  had  been  accustomed,  at  the  special 
petition  of  the  said  burgesses  and  inhabitants  ordained  that  the  said  burgesses 
and  inhabitants  should  be  incorporated  by  the  name  of  the  Twelve  Capital 
Burgesses  and  Commonalty  of  the  village  and  parish  of  Sheffield,  in  the 
county  of  York,  and  have  a common  seal,  and  by  the  name  aforesaid  have 
power  to  take  to  themselves,  and  their  successors  the  said  messuages,  lands  and 
hereditaments;  and  her  Majesty  thereby  ordained  that  12  persons  therein  named 
should  be  the  first  12  principal  burgesses  of  the  village  and  parish  of  Sheffield, 
and  that  as  often  as  any  of  the  12  capital  burgesses  should  die,  or  be  re- 
moved from  his  office  for  just  cause,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  rest  of  them, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  choose  another  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
village  and  parish,  being  a discreet  and  honest  man,  to  be  one  of  the  capital 
burgesses,  within  a month  next  following;  and  her  Majesty  thereby  granted 
to  the  12  capital  burgesses  and  commonalty  of  the  village  and  parish  of  Shef- 
field, and  their  successors,  the  said  hereditaments,  rents  and  premises,  to  the 
intent  that  with  part  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  they  should  find  three 
chaplains  or  priests,  to  celebrate  and  administer  divine  service,  the  sacraments, 
and  other  offices  necessary  for  divine  worship,  in  the  said  parish-church  to  be 
administered  to  the  parishioners,  and  bestow  the  surplus  rents  and  profits  of 
the  premises,  over  and  above  the  necessary  and  convenient  stipends  and  salaries 
of  the  three  priests  and  chaplains,  as  often  as  it  should  be  needful,  towards  the 
repairs  of  the  parish-church  of  Sheffield,  and  the  bridges  and  highways,  and  for 
the  poor  and  needy  inhabitants  within  the  parish  ; and  her  Majesty  thereby 
gave  license  to  the  burgesses  and  commonalty  to  purchase  lands  and  heredita- 
ments within  the  parish  of  Sheffield  of  the  yearly  value  of  20/.,  to  the  uses  and 
intents  aforesaid ; and  further,  her  Majesty  granted,  that  as  often  as  any  of 
the  three  chaplains  for  the  time  being  should  die,  or  for  some  reasonable  cause 
be  removed  from  the  ministry  aforesaid,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  12  capital 
burgesses  and  their  successors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  within  six  weeks 
next  following,  to  name  and  assign  another  chaplain  to  be  one  of  the  three 
chaplains  in  the  village  of  Sheffield,  to  administer  there  the  sacraments  and 
sacramentals,  and  to  do  and  perform  other  services  as  the  other  two  chaplains 
then  should  or  ought  to  do. 

Since  the  date  of  the  letters  patent  the  property  and  estates  belonging  to  the 
church-trust  have  been  managed,  and  the  trust  has  been  exercised,  by  the 
12  capital  burgesses,  one  of  whom  is  annually  elected  to  the  office  of  president, 
or  acting  burgess  ; and  it  has  been  the  custom  of  the  burgesses  to  hold  quarterly 
meetings,  and  a general  meeting  once  a year,  at  which  the  accounts  relating 
to  the  trust  are  settled,  and  signed  by  the  burgesses  present. 

A summary  of  the  estates  and  property  belonging  to  the  trust,  and  a rental 
and  particular  of  the  real  estates,  is  given  in  the  Appendix.  As  to  certain 
premises  mentioned  in  the  charter,  as  being  at  Aughton,  in  the  parish  of 
Aston,  no  account  can  be  given  of  them  ; and  no  traces  of  rent  being  received 
for  them  are  to  be  found  in  the  account-books  since  the  year  1042.  Some 
parts  of  the  lands  and  premises  mentioned  in  the  charter  have  been  exchanged 
for  other  property  ; but  we  find  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  of  the  exchanges 
have  been  prejudicial  to  the  trust;  and  it  is  the  habit  of  the  burgesses  to  act  in 
all  material  respects,  as  to  the  management  of  the  estates,  under  the  advice  ol 
a surveyor. 
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Some  parts  of  the  property  in  the  town  of  Sheffield,  as  will  appear  in  the 
statement  contained  in  the  Appendix,  have  been  let  in  former  times  as  build- 
ing ground,  upon  leases  for  terms  of  immoderate  length,  amounting  to  an 
absolute  alienation  at  a fixed  rent ; and  the  ground  comprehended  in  those 
leases,  if  it  could  now  be  disposed  of  on  building-leases  for  the  usual  length  of 
time,  would  be  of  very  great  value.  We  find  no  cause  to  suppose  that  ill 
granting  the  leases  the  burgesses  acted  corruptly  or  unfairly  ; and  indeed 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  formerly  not  considered  improvident  to 
grant  leases  of  ground  in  Sheffield  for  terms  of  the  same  duration  (800  years)*  ; 
it  is  sufficient,  however,  we  think,  to  notice  the  subject  in  a general  way,  as  it 
appears  to  us  that  any  question  about  the  expediency  of  contesting  the  validity 
of  the  leases  is  properly  to  be  left  to  the  consideration  of  the  parties  interested, 
namely,  the  burgesses  and  the  inhabitants  of  Sheffield. 

The  personal  property,  or  funds,  mentioned  in  the  summary  in  the  Appendix, 
have  arisen  from  the  investment  of  unapplied  income,  and  partly  from  money 
received  from  the  commissioners  of  the  Sheffield  canal,  for  land  taken  for  the 
canal  in  1820. 

The  income  of  the  church-burgesses  trust  amounts  at  present  to  upwards  of 
1,400/.  a year,  and  the  application  of  it  may  be  resolved  into  the  following 
general  heads  of  expenditure ; viz.  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  three 
ministers  officiating  in  the  parish-church,  who  are  appointed  by  the  burgesses, 
250/.  a year  to  each  ; the  expenditure  in  repairs  of  the  fabric,  windows,  and 
spire  of  the  parish-church,  and  ornamenting  the  same ; the  payment  of  the 
salaries  of  the  church -organist,  bellows-blower,  and  officer  employed  to  take 
care  of  the  clock  and  bells ; the  expenses  of  lighting  the  church  for  evening 
service,  and  of  fuel  for  the  fires  and  stoves  in  the  church,  and  of  supplying 
and  washing  the  vestments  of  the  three  assistant  ministers,  and  of  bread  and 
wine  for  the  communion,  and  of  repairing  roads  or  causeways  leading  to  the 
church,  See. ; the  payment  of  a sum  of  61.  105.  a year  to  the  overseers  of  the 
highways,  and  of  a sum  of  15/.  a year,  which  is  divided  in  certain  proportions, 
and  distributed  as  a dole  among  poor  persons  in  the  several  townships  in  the 
parish  ; the  payment  of  50/.  a year  to  purchase  clothing  for  old  widows,  and 
poor  persons  in  the  several  townships,  distributed  to  such  as  the  burgesses 
individually  nominate  or  recommend ; and  the  payment  of  a contribution  to 
the  society  in  Sheffield  for  bettering  the  condition  of  the  poor. 

The  burgesses  allow  a salary  of  20/.  a year  to  their  clerk  and  accountant; 
and  the  ordinary  expenses  affecting  the  trust  are  for  law-charges,  surveys, 
valuations,  &c.  of  the  trust-property,  expenses  of  refreshment  to  the  tenants  on 
rent-days,  and  of  the  dinners  of  the  burgesses  attending  at  three  of  the  quar- 
terly days  of  meeting,  and  of  a dinner  on  the  day  of  general  annual  meeting, 
when  the  assistant  clergymen,  the  master  of  the  grammar-school,  the  organist, 
and  others,  are  accustomed  to  dine  with  the  burgesses. 

As  to  the  stipends  or  allowances  to  the  ministers,  it  appears  to  us  they  have 
been  fairly  increased  from  time  to  time  with  reference  to  the  amount  of  income, 
though  not  in  any  certain  proportion  thereto. 

Doubts  have  frequently  arisen  respecting  the  propriety  of  the  expenditure  in 
sundry  particulars  relating  to  the  church,  and  the  celebration  of  divine  service. 
Sec.,  in  consequence  of  the  objects  of  such  expenditure  not  falling  strictly 
within  the  terms  used  in  the  charter,  namely,  the  repairs  of  the  parish-church  ; 
and  the  burgesses  have  at  different  times  obtained  the  opinion  of  eminent 
counsel  on  the  subject,  and  have  more  than  once  had  an  intention  of  instituting 
a suit  in  the  court  of  Chancery  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a scheme  for  the 
application  of  the  income,  but  the  design  has  been  as  often  abandoned,  on  con- 
sideration of  the  inconvenience  expected  to  result  from  the  establishment  of  any 
positive  regulation  or  fixed  course  of  expenditure.  It  appears  to  us,  on  exami- 
nation of  the  account-books  of  the  burgesses,  that  the  terms  of  the  charter 
above  referred  to  have,  from  the  first,  received  in  practice  a construction  so  en- 
larged as  to  justify  the  burgesses  in  following  their  present  course  of  expendi- 
ture ; and  we  do  not  think  any  other  regulations  necessary  than  such  as  may  be 
suggested  by  attention  to  economical  management,  and  to  the  general  nature 
and  objects  of  the  trust. 
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* Note. — See  in  particular  the  directions  in  the  trust-deeds  of  John  Hollis  in  1726,  post.  p.  588. 
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Swan’s  Gift. 

Ann  Swan,  in  1783,  bequeathed  2 51.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  as 
follows,  viz.  106.  6d.  for  a sermon,  and  95.  6d.  for  the  poor. 

This  legacy  was  paid  to  the  church-burgesses,  and  the  sum  of  1 /.  is  paid  an- 
nually to  one  of  the  officiating  clergymen  at  the  parish-church,  out  of  which 
he  retains  106'.  6d.  for  the  sermon  which  he  preaches,  and  takes  upon  himself 
to  distribute  the  remainder  among  poor  persons. 


CHARITIES  UNDER  THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  CUTLERS  COMPANY. 

H udson’s  Charity. 

Charities  under  the  Jt  appears  from  a benefaction  table  in  the  Cutlers  Flail  that  Joseph  Hudson 
^uU^s^on^any6  Save  by  Will  to  the  company,  200  /.,  that  they  might  distribute  annually  at 
TT  , , . ’ Christmas-eve,  8/.  106.  among  poor  file-strikers,  in  sums  not  exceeding:  10  6. 

Hudson  s Chanty,  , ° r ° 

each. 

The  sum  of  200  /.  forms  part  of  the  general  funds  of  the  corporation,  and 
they  pay  8/.  106.  a year,  which  is  distributed  by  the  master  and  wardens  of 
the  company  at  Christmas,  according  to  the  donor’s  directions. 

Haxbey’s  Charity. 

Hanbey’s  Charity.  Thomas  Hanhey,  by  Will,  dated  10th  January  17S2,  directed  8,000/.,  three- 
per-cent  consols,  to  be  transferred,  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  to  the  master, 
wardens,  searchers,  assistants,  and  commonalty  of  the  Company  of  Cutlers, 
upon  trust,  yearly,  on  the  29th  June,  to  apply  the  dividends  of  5,000/.,  three- 
per-cent  consols  for  the  benefit  of  as  many  poor  housekeepers  residing  in  the 
parish  of  Sheffield,  being  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  of  sober  life, 
and  each  of  them  of  the  age  of  50  years,  or  upwards,  two  thirds  to  be  men, 
and  one  third  women,  as  such  dividends  would  extend  to  relieve,  yearly,  with 
one  great  blue  cloth  coat,  and  one  black  hat,  and  206.  in  money,  to  each  man, 
and  one  blue  cloth  cloak,  one  black  hat,  and  206.  to  each  woman ; the  poor 
men  and  women  to  be  annually  named  by  the  master,  two  wardens,  and  those 
that  should  have  served  the  office  of  master  of  the  company,  the  church- 
burgesses  of  Sheffield,  and  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  the  old  parish- 
church,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  present  at  a meeting  to  be  had  every  year 
for  that  purpose,  and  the  testator’s  kindred  who  should  apply,  and  be  qualified 
as  aforesaid,  to  have  the  preference  to  others ; and  upon  further  trust,  to  apply 
16/.  106.  a year,  part  of  the  dividends  of  3,000/.,  residue  of  the  said  stock, 
as  follows  ; 10/.  to  the  master  of  the  charity-school  in  Sheffield,  finished  in  the 
year  1710,  for  educating  the  poor  children  thereinafter  provided  for  by  the 
testator,  in  addition  to  his  yearly  salary  ; 206.  to  the  vicar  or  minister  that 
should  preach  a sermon,  as  thereinafter  directed,  and  106.  to  the  clerk  and 
sextons  of  the  parish-church,  for  their  attendance  at  such  sermon,  to  be  divided 
amongst  them  as  the  said  trustees  should  think  fit,  and  5/.  for  a dinner  for  the 
said  trustees  after  their  return  from  church  ; and  to  dispose  of  the  residue  of 
the  dividends  of  the  said  3,000/.  stock,  for  maintaining  and  educating  in  the  said 
charity-school  of  Sheffield,  as  many  poor  children  of  poor  housekeepers  living, 
or  who  should,  if  dead,  have  lived  in  the  parish  of  Sheffield,  being  or  having 
been  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  in  the  clothing  of  such  children 
as  the  said  residue  of  the  said  dividends  would  extend  to  maintain,  educate, 
and  clothe,  until  they  should  be  fit  to  be  placed  out  apprentices  or  servants, 
the  said  children  to  be  appointed  by  the  persons  to  whom  the  appointment  of 
the  said  poor  housekeepers  was  thereinbefore  confided,  at  a meeting  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  children  of  poor  housekeepers  of  the  testator’s  kindred  to 
be  preferred,  and  the  said  children  to  be  maintained,  kept,  and  lodged  in  the 
said  charity-school,  and  taught  and  instructed  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned  ; 
and  the  testator  willed  that  the  said  master  and  two  wardens,  and  all  that 
should  have  served  the  office  of  master  of  the  company,  and  the  twelve  church- 
burgesses,  and  the  said  vicar  and  churchwardens,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
should  yearly  on  the  29th  June,  meet  in  the  charity-school,  or  such  other  place 
in  .Sheffield  as  they  should  think  fit,  to  supervise  and  see  the  said  dividends 
applied  according  to  the  said  will,  and  that  at  such  meeting  the  said  poor  house- 
keepers and  poor  children  should  go  in  procession  in  their  new  clothing  before 
the  trustees  to  the  parish-church,  and  hear  a sermon  preached  by  the  vicar,  or 
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such  other  minister  as  the  trustees  should  appoint,  and  that  the  trustees  should 
return  and  dine  together.  And  it  was  directed  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the 
trustees  to  deduct  all  expenses  which  they  should  be  put  to  in  the  execution  of 
the  trusts. 

The  stock  was  transferred  in  the  year  1797  into  the  names  of  the  master, 
wardens,  searchers,  assistants,  and  commonalty  of  the  company  of  cutlers ; 
and  a declaration  of  trust  of  the  stock  was  executed,  dated  the  31st  March 
1797,  under  the  corporate  seal. 

The  expenses  of  management  of  the  charity  consist  of  51.  5s.  a year,  a salary 
paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  cutlers  company  for  keeping  the  accounts,  &c.,  and 
ascertaining  the  qualifications  of  candidates  ; an  allowance  of  1 /.  1 s.  a year 
to  the  beadle  of  the  company  for  calling  and  attending  at  the  meetings  of  the 
trustees;  and  about  3/.  a year  for  advertisements,  announcing  the  distribution 
of  the  funds,  and  the  qualifications  of  the  persons  entitled  to  partake  in  the 
distribution. 

A yearly  meeting  of  the  trustees  is  held  on  the  29th  June,  and  also  a previous 
meeting  for  selecting  the  objects  of  the  charity. 

We  have  inquired  into  the  management  of  the  charity,  and  the  application  of 
the  dividends,  and  find  the  same  to  be  conformable  to  the  testator’s  directions. 

Sitwell’s  Charity. 

Francis  Sitwell , in  1741,  bequeathed  to  the  company  of  cutlers  400/.,  to  be 
lent  out  in  sums,  not  exceeding  51.  each,  to  any  necessitous  member  or  other 
inhabitant,  without  interest,  but  there  are  no  traces  existing  of  the  receipt  or 
application  of  the  gift  in  the  books  of  the  company,  and  the  charity,  if  it  ever 
took  effect,  has  long  ceased. 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury’s  Hospital. 

Gilbert  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  in  or  about  the  year  1625,  by  his  Will,  appointed 
an  hospital  to  be  founded  at  Sheffield,  for  the  maintenance  of  20  poor  people, 
to  be  called  the  Hospital  of  Gilbert  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  and  thereby  ordered 
his  executors  to  endow  the  same  with  such  possessions  as  they  should  think  fit, 
not  being  under  200/.  per  annum. 

Henry  Earl  of  Norwich,  afterwards  Duke  of  Norfolk,  great  grandson  and 
heir-at-law  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  for  performance  of  the  said  will, 
about  the  year  1673  erected  an  hospital  at  Sheffield  for  20  poor  persons,  10  men, 
and  10  women,  and  appointed  one  of  the  men  to  be  governor  of  the  hospital ; 
and  he  settled  estates  in  trustees  for  the  maintenance  of  the  hospital,  and  made 
certain  statutes,  constitutions,  or  orders  for  the  government  thereof,  by  which 
power  was  reserved  to  the  said  Henry  Earl  of  Norwich  to  alter,  dispense  with, 
or  repeal,  at  his  or  their  wills  and  pleasures,  any  of  the  said  statutes,  and  to  add 
such  new  ones  as  they  should  think  fit ; and  it  was  ordained,  that  in  case  any 
controversies  should  arise  amongst  any  of  the  poor  persons  of  the  hospital,  the 
governor  should  endeavour  to  reconcile  the  same,  and  if  any  of  the  poor  persons 
should  have  just  cause  of  complaint,  they  should  make  their  application  by 
petition  to  the  said  Earl  of  Norwich  or  his  heirs. 

By  an  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  in  the  10th  year  of  the  reign  of  king  George 
the  3d,  for  amending  and  enlarging  the  powers  contained  in  a former  Act 
respecting  the  hospital,  passed  in  the  11th  year  of  king  George  the  1st,  reciting 
that  the  right,  power  and  interest,  which  Edward  Duke  of  Norfolk  then  had, 
as  heir  to  Gilbert  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  his  ancestor,  as  founder  of  the  said 
hospital,  to  visit,  superintend,  and  inspect  the  said  hospital  or  charity,  and  to 
reform,  correct,  and  amend  any  error  or  abuse  in  the  government  thereof,  was 
apprehended  not  to  be  such  a right  or  interest  of  profit  as  was  grantable,  trans- 
ferable, or  assignable  by  any  deed  or  instrument  to  be  executed  by  the  said 
duke,  or  as  was  disposable  by  the  said  duke  by  his  last  will,  the  same  being 
conceived  to  he  only  a right  or  interest  of  inspection,  correction,  amendment,  and 
reformation,  for  which  reason  the  said  right  or  power  of  so  visiting  and  superin- 
tending the  said  hospital  would  devolve  to  the  right  heirs  of  the  said  Edward 
Duke  of  Norfolk  by  descent,  unless  provision  were  made  to  the  contrary,  It 
was  among  other  things  enacted,  that  all  the  rights,  powers,  and  authorities, 
which  by  law  belonged,  or  which  by  or  under  the  said  original  constitutions 
were  reserved,  to  the  right  heirs  or  family  of  the  said  founder,  the  said  Gilbert 
Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  or  the  said  Henry  Earl  of  Norwich,  or  which  by  the  Act 
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therein  recited  were  reserved  or  given  to  Thomas  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  his 
heirs,  of  revisiting,  inspecting,  or  superintending  the  said  hospital,  and  of 
inquiring  into,  correcting,  amending  or  reforming  the  same,  and  the  errors  and 
abuses  which  should  be  or  might  have  been  committed  in  the  government  or 
administration  thereof,  or  of  the  revenues  thereof,  and  to  do  and  execute  all 
such  matters  and  things  as  should  be  necessary  for  the  effectually  correcting, 
amending,  and  reforming  all  such  errors  and  abuses  as  aforesaid,  should  from 
and  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Edward  Duke  of  Norfolk,  he  dying  without 
issue-male,  be  annexed  unto  and  be  deemed  as  appendant,  belonging  or  apper- 
taining unto  the  manor  or  lordship  of  Sheffield,  and  should  devolve  upon,  and 
be  used,  exercised,  held  and  enjoyed,  by  such  person  and  persons  as  from  and 
after  the  decease  of  the  said  Edward  Duke  of  Norfolk,  he  dying  without  issue- 
male,  should  from  time  to  time,  by  virtue  of  the  limitations  in  the  indentures 
therein  mentioned  be  entitled  to  any  actual  estate  of  freehold  or  inheritance 
in  possession  of  or  in  the  said  manor  of  Sheffield. 

As  it  appears  to  us  from  what  is  above  stated  that  this  hospital  falls  within 
the  exemption  in  the  7th  section  of  the  Act  59th  Geo.  3d,  c.  81,  we  have  not 
proceeded  to  inquire  further  concerning  it. 


Barlow’s  Gift. 

Barlow’s  Gift.  Francis  Barlow,  by  his  Will,  bearing  date  6th  December  1688,  and  a codicil, 
dated  2d  March  1689,  willed  that  his  houses  in  Sheffield  should  be  charged  with 
the  payment  of  6/.  a year  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Sheffield, 
to  be  distributed  to  the  most  needy  decayed  tradesmen  of  the  town. 

The  houses  in  Sheffield  were  discharged  from,  and  certain  lands  at  Middle- 
thorpe,  in  the  county  of  the  city  of  York,  were  charged  in  lieu  thereof  with,  the 
payment  of  6/.  a year  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  and  passed  in  the  11th  and 
12th  years  of  William  the  3rd  ; and  the  annuity  is  received  from  the  proprietor  of 
the  lands  at  Middlethorpe  by  the  overseers  of  Sheffield,  and  is  usually  given  to 
12  poor  tradesmen,  in  sums  of  105.  a-piece,  at  or  about  Christmas. 

Hollis’s  Charities. 

Hollis’s  Charities.  By  Deeds,  dated  the  26th  and  27th  August  1703,  Thomas  Hollis  the  elder, 
citizen  and  draper  of  London,  conveyed  unto  Thomas  Hollis  his  son,  John 
Hollis,  and  1 1 other  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  a building  called  the  Great  Hall 
or  New  Chapel  in  Sheffield,  near  the  Mill  Sands,  then  converted  into  16  small 
apartments,  and  some  dwelling-houses  adjoining,  in  trust,  to  place  16  poor 
persons  of  the  town  of  Sheffield,  or  within  two  miles  round  the  same,  in  the  16 
apartments,  and  on  the  death  of  any  of  them  to  put  other  persons  of  the  same 
description  in  their  places ; and  to  employ  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  other 
dwelling-houses  in  the  support  and  reparation  of  the  same,  and  of  the  16  apart- 
ments, and  to  preserve  as  a stock  any  surplus  thereof  to  be  applied  for  any 
extraordinary  occasion  for  repairing  of  the  buildings,  or  to  be  laid  out  in  such 
other  manner  as  the  trustees  should  think  fit ; and  it  was  declared  that  when 
any  six  of  the  trustees  should  be  dead,  the  surviving  seven  should  choose  such 
other  six  new  trustees  of  the  town  of  Sheffield  as  they  should  think  proper,  and 
convey  the  premises  accordingly. 

By  a Deed,  dated  the  24th  January  1704,  the  said  Thomas  Hollis  the  elder 
assigned  to  the  said  Thomas  Hollis  his  son,  90/.  per  annum  Exchequer  annuities, 
subsequently  converted  by  Act  of  Parliament  into  South  Sea  annuities  and 
South  Sea  stock,  towards  maintaining  the  almshouses,  and  for  other  purposes 
which  Thomas  Hollis  the  son  was  afterwards  empowered  by  his  father’s  will  to 
continue  or  discontinue  at  his  pleasure. 

Thomas  Hollis  the  son  having  sold  the  South  Sea  annuities  and  stock  for 
1,500/.,  laid  out  the  money,  with  a further  sum  of  610/.  given  by  himself,  in  the 
purchase  of  the  following  estates,  viz.  a messuage  called  Whirlow  Hall,  in  the 
parish  of  Sheffield,  (which  he  converted  into  four  or  five  messuages  and  farms 
at  his  own  expense  of  200/.  and  upwards),  and  several  closes  of  land,  containing 
in  the  whole  about  146  acres  called  Whirlow  Demesne,  a messuage,  water-corn 
mill,  and  about  19  acres  of  land  at  Dore,  in  the  parish  of  Dronfield,  in  the  county 
of  Derby,  and  two  closes  of  land  in  the  township  of  Sheffield  called  Brokow 
Hill  Close,  and  Little  Square  Close,  containing  together  3 a.  1r.  21  p.  ; and  the 
same,  together  with  the  almshouse  and  houses  adjoining,  were  conveyed  by 
deeds  of  the  17th  and  18th  May  1726  to  trustees,  upon  trust  to  place  16  poor 
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persons  of  the  age  of  50  years  at  least,  and  single,  of  the  town  of  Sheffield,  or 
within  two  miles  round  about  the  same,  in  the  16  apartments,  (of  which  one  at 
least  should  be  a man,  and  the  rest  chiefly  widows,  such  man  for  the  time  being 
to  be  ordered  to  read  the  Scriptures,  pray  with  the  family,  and  visit  the  sick) ; 
and  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  estates  and  premises  to  make  the  following 
payments ; viz. 

To  the  16  poor  widows  or  persons  in  the  almshouses  4 /.  a-piece  per  annum, 
for  their  maintenance,  by  quarterly  payments  ; 

For  buying  them  coals,  51.  a year  ; 

For  buying  them  gowns  once  in  two  years,  8/.  per  annum  ; 

To  the  man  who  should  read  and  pray  with  the  family,  over  and  above  his 
4/.  a year,  2/.  per  annum  ; 

To  a schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  for  teaching  50  poor  artificers  and 
tradesmen’s  children,  boys  and  girls,  in  and  about  Sheffield,  the  boys  to  read, 
and  the  girls  to  read,  knit  and  sew,  16/.  per  annum  ; 

To  a master,  to  teach  them  to  write,  and  find  them  paper,  pens  and  ink, 
5 /.  per  annum  ; 

And  to  expend  such  part  of  the  rents  and  profits  as  should  be  necessary  for 
the  annual  reparations  of  buildings  on  the  estates  and  the  16  apartments  ; what 
could  be  spared,  if  any,  to  be  preserved  and  kept  in  stock  against  any  extra- 
ordinary occasion  that  might  happen,  for  repairing  of  the  buildings,  or  to  be 
laid  out  in  such  other  manner  as  the  trustees  should  think  fit ; 

And  it  was  declared  by  the  last-mentioned  deed,  that  whenever  there  should 
be  only  seven  trustees  living  they  should  choose  such  other  seven  new  trustees 
of  the  town  of  Sheffield,  or  any  near  kindred  of  the  said  Thomas  Hollis  the  son, 
though  they  might  live  in  or  near  London,  to  be  added  as  they  should  think  fit ; 
and  that  the  premises  should  be  conveyed  to  the  use  of  the  surviving  and  new 
trustees  upon  the  same  trusts ; and  that  the  trustees  should  every  year  make  up 
and  settle  the  accounts  relating  to  the  trust-estate  and  charity  on  the  21st  De- 
cember, or  within  14  days  after,  and  apply  the  balance  that  should  appear  to  be 
in  their  hands  to  such  uses  and  purposes,  and  on  such  occasions  concerning  the 
trusts,  as  they  should  think  fit ; and  that  the  trustees  might  deduct  yearly  out 
of  the  rents  51.  to  defray  the  charges  of  keeping  and  settling  the  accounts,  and 
to  eat  and  drink  in  commemoration  of  the  benefaction ; and  that  it  should  be 
lawful  for  the  trustees  to  grant  leases  in  possession  of  the  property  at  Whirlow 
for  21  years,  and  to  lease  the  closes  called  Brokow  Hill  and  Little  Square  Close 
to  any  person  for  800  years,  or  any  less  term,  to  build  upon  ; 

By  another  Deed,  dated  the  said  18th  May  1726,  reciting  that  the  said 
Thomas  Hollis  the  son  had  transferred  to  John  Hollis  and  others  2,000/. 
South-sea  annuities,  it  was  declared,  that  the  same  had  been  so  transferred 
upon  trust,  that  John  Hollis,  and  other  trustees  thereby  appointed,  should  out 
of  the  produce  thereof,  so  far  as  the  same  would  extend,  make  the  following 
payments,  viz. : 

To  Ann  Hollis  an  annuity  of  40/.  during  her  life  ; 

To  the  nonconformist  minister  of  a congregation  of  protestant  dissenters 
congregated  at  Sheffield  in  the  meeting-house,  in  which  Mr.  Wordsworth  then 
preached,  10/.  a year; 

To  a nonconformist  minister  or  teacher  of  a congregation  of  protestant 
dissenters  congregated  at  Rotherham,  10/.  a year  ; 

To  a schoolmaster  or  schoolmistress,  for  teaching  poor  children  in  and  about 
Rotherham  to  read,  10/.  a year ; 

To  a master,  to  teach  them  to  write,  5/.  a year,  the  master  finding  pens,  ink 
and  paper  ; 

To  a nonconformist  minister  or  teacher  of  a congregation  of  protestant 
dissenters  congregated  at  Doncaster,  10/.  per  annum,  or  part  to  him,  and  part 
to  teach  children  to  read,  as  the  trustees  should  think  fit ; 

And  it  was  declared,  that  the  trustees  should  be  at  liberty  to  deduct,  yearly, 
out  of  the  produce  of  the  stock,  51.,  to  defray  the  expense  of  keeping  and 
settling  the  accounts  of  the  said  trusts,  and  for  the  trustees  to  eat  and  drink  in 
remembrance  of  the  benefactor ; and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  trustees 
to  nominate  such  persons  as  they  should  think  fit  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the 
charities,  and  to  nominate  schoolmasters  and  schoolmistresses  for  teaching  the 
children,  and  to  nominate  such  new  trustees  as  they  should  think  fit ; and  that 
after  the  death  of  Ann  Hollis  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  trustees  to  revoke, 

4 E 4 add 


Sheffield. 

Hollis’s  Charities, 
continued. 


* 


588  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

add  to,  alter,  or  diminish  all  or  any  of  the  charges  or  sums  thereinbefore  ap- 
pointed, and  apply  the  40/.  per  annum  to  be  paid  to  Ann  Hollis,  together  with 
such  other  surplus  as  might  happen  to  arise  by  the  produce  of  the  said  annuities, 
to  the  charities  above  mentioned,  or  for  the  better  support  and  maintenance  of 
the  charities  settled  and  appointed  by  the  former  deed  above  mentioned  of  the 
18th  May  1726,  or  for  such  other  charities,  intents  and  purposes  as  they  should 
think  fit;  and  also  to  sell  the  said  South-Sea  annuities,  and  with  the  produce 
thereof  purchase  real  estates,  to  be  settled  for  the  maintenance  of  the  charities 
therein  mentioned,  or  for  the  better  support  and  maintenance  of  the  charities 
settled  and  appointed  by  the  said  former  indentures  of  the  same  date,  or  for 
such  other  and  further  charges,  uses,  intents  and  purposes,  as  they  should  think 
fit  and  appoint. 

By  Deeds,  dated  the  1st  and  2d  July  1726,  John  Hollis  conveyed  to  the 
trustees  of  the  almshouse,  &c.,  a close  in  or  near  Sheffield,  called  the  Broad 
Dole  alias  Creswick  Close,  containing  by  estimation  four  acres,  upon  trust,  to 
pay  to  the  man  who  should  read  and  pray  with  the  family  in  the  almshouses 
2/.  a year,  and  to  divide  the  rest  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  close  among-, 
the  16  poor  persons  in  the  almshouses,  including  the  said  man,  equally:  and  it 
was  declared,  that  it  should  be  lawful  to  lease  the  said  close,  or  any  part  thereof^ 
for  800  years,  or  any  less  term,  to  build  on,  or  for  other  uses,  at  the  best  yearly, 
rent  that  could  reasonably  be  obtained,  without  fine,  not  to  be  dispunishable  for 
waste,  and  to  contain  covenants  on  the  part  of  the  lessee  for  repairing  the  pre- 
mises thereby  leased  and  the  buildings  to  be  erected  thereon. 

By  Deed,  dated  the  26th  October  1732,  Thomas  ITollis,  grandson  of  Thomas; 
Hollis  first  above  mentioned,  assigned  two  shares  in  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Dunn  to  the  use  of  the  trustees  of  the  almshouse  and  school,  for  increasing  the 
benefactions  given  by  his  grandfather  Thomas  Hollis,  his  late  uncle  Thomas 
Hollis,  and  his  uncle  John  Hollis,  with  respect  to  their  writing  and  reading- 
schools  at  Sheffield  only. 

By  Deeds,  dated  the  1st  and  2d  January  I76O,  Timothy  ITollis  conveyed  to 
the  trustees  of  the  hospital,  &c.,  a dwelling-house  in  the  New  Hall  Fold,  near 
the  hospital,  in  trust,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  persons  maintained  in  the 
hospital,  or  otherwise  partaking  of  the  charities  of  the  ancestors  of  the  said 
Timothy  Hollis  at  Sheffield,  in  such  manner  as  the  trustees  should  think  fit. 

By  Deeds,  dated  the  5th  and  6th  December  1768,  Timothy  Hollis  and 
Thomas  Hollis  conveyed  six  cottages  or  dwelling-houses  in  Water-lane  in 
Sheffield,  near  the  hospital,  and  three  smithys  and  a shop  adjoining,  and  two 
dwelling-houses  near  the  hospital,  to  the  use  of  Samuel  Shore  and  others,  the 
then  trustees  of  the  hospital,  &c.,  on  trust,  to  apply  the  rents  and  profits  for' 
the  benefit  as  well  of  the  poor  persons  in  the  hospital  as  of  such  poor  persons 
as  should  from  time  to  time  be  taught  in  the  said  schools,  or  otherwise  partake, 
of  the  charities  of  the  ancestors  of  the  said  Timothy  and  Thomas  Hollis,  at 
Sheffield,  in  such  manner  as  to  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  should  seem 
meet. 

By  Deed,  dated  20th  January  1774,  Timothy  Hollis  and  Thomas  Brand 
(devisee  of  Thomas  Hollis),  conveyed  a house  near  the  mill-sands,  in  Sheffield, 
to  the  same  trustees,  and  for  the  same  purposes  as  are  mentioned  in  the  deed 

of  1768. 

By  Deeds,  dated  the  19th  and  20th  March  1779,  Timothy  Hollis  conveyed 
a piece  of  ground  near  Water-lane,  in  Sheffield,  containing  305  square  yards, 
in  the  same  manner  and  upon  the  same  trusts. 

By  Deed,  dated  the  9th  May  1785,  John  Stacey,  by  the  direction  of  Timothy 
Hollis,  conveyed  a piece  of  ground  in  Sheffield,  near  the  hospital,  and  two 
messuages  erected  thereon,  with  the  vacant  ground  thereto  belonging,  pur- 
chased by  Timothy  Hollis  for  90/.,  in  like  manner  and  upon  the  same  trusts. 

In  June  1824,  the  real  estates  and  property  of  these  charities  were  vested  in 
the  following  trustees,  Samuel  Shore,  esq.,  of  Mearsbrook ; John  Hollis,  esq., 
of  High  Wycombe  ; John  Shore,  esq.,  of  Scarborough  ; Mr.  Samuel  Stainforth, 
of  Sheffield ; Isaac  Solly,  esq.,  of  London  ; William  Anthony,  esq.,  of  Old 
Brentford;  Richard  IJorsman  Solly,  esq.,  of  London;  Samuel  Shore,  jun.  esq., 
of  Norton  ; Samuel  Reynolds  Solly,  esq.,  of  London  ; Christian  Paul  Meyer, 
esq.,  of  London ; Isaac  Solly  Lister,  esq.,  of  London ; Offley  Shore,  esq.,  of 
Mearsbrook;  Mr.  Samuel  Lucas,  of  Sheffield;  and  John  Shore,  esq.,  of 
Sheffield. 
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The  estates  and  property  held  in  trust  for  the  charities,  which  have  long  been 
blended  together  and  held  under  one  general  trust,  are  the  following,  viz.  : 

The  building  called  Hollis’s  Hospital  in  New  Hall-street,  Sheffield,  consisting 
of  apartments  or  habitations  for  16  poor  persons,  a school-room  for  boys  and 
girls,  and  dwellings  for  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress,  with  the  yards, 
outbuildings,  and  vacant  ground  adjoining.  The  hospital  was  rebuilt  about  45 
years  ago. 
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TENANTS 


— 

or 

LESSEES. 

In  Newhall-' 
street  - -J 

William  Granger 

D°  - 

• 

Robert  Sutcliffe 

D#  - 

- 

William  Williamson 

Hollis-street 

Sheffield 

inj 

Jonathan  Moore 

D“  - 

Kent  and  Holden  - 

D°  - 

- 

Leathley  and  Cooper 

D°  - 

- 

Thomas  Bacon 

D°  - 

H.  and  W.  Platts  - 

D*  - 

_ 

James  Wilson 

D°  - 

. 

Thomas  Ford 

D°  - 

• 

Matthew  Ashton 

D°  - 

. 

Joseph  Nicholson  • 

D*  - 

• 

Adam  Ashton 

D°  - 

- 

Joseph  Makin 

D°  - 

. 

Miss  Doe 

D°  - 

• 

Joseph  Burdekin 

D°  - 

• 

James  Vicars 

D°  - 

John  Beardsall 

D°  - 

• 

John  Wingfield 

D°  - 

• 

Samuel  Marples 

D°  - 

- 

John  Harrison 

D°  - 

- 

John  Kenyon  - 

D°  - 

John  Shepherd  - 

D°  - 

- 

John  Rose 

The  Brocco, 
Sheffield 

‘-I 

Philip  Law 

D*  - 

Thomas  Sambourne 

D°  - 

John  Wingfield 

D°  - 

W°  Sanderson 

D°  - 

William  Jarvis 

D°  - 

Thomas  Sambourne 

D°  - 

Richard  Beale 

D°  - 

D° 

D°  - 

Samuel  Marples  • 

D°  - 

James  Wild  - 

D 'J  - 

Samuel  Marsh 

Du  - 

Thomas  Moore 

DESCRIPTION 

of 

PROPERTY. 

ANNUAL 

RENT. 

TERMS,  &c. 

\ 

£.  * 

d. 

dwelling-house 

8 8 

- 

at  will. 

- 

d“  - 

8 12 

— 

ditto. 

- 

d°  - 

10  - 

- 

ditto. 

/ 

l 

96  yards  -1 

13  d°  - -] 

5 17 

6 

f 8ooyearsfrom 
•:  21st  December 
[1726. 

20  d°  - 

1 1 

8 

- ditto. 

• 

I 

o 

2 - 

- 

- ditto. 

{ 

12  d°  - -J 

2 d“  - -J 

- 14 

6 

- ditto. 

13  d°  - 

- 13 

- 

ditto. 

23  d°  • 

1 3 

- 

ditto. 

24  d“  - 

1 4 

- 

- ditto. 

26  d°  - 

1 6 

- 

ditto. 

- 

- 

- 17 

- 

- ditto. 

6 d“  • 

- 6 

- 

- ditto. 

12  d°  - 

- 12 

- 

- ditto. 

15  d°  - 

- 15 

- 

- ditto. 

10  d°  - 

- 10 

- 

- ditto. 

15  d°  - 

- 15 

- 

- ditto. 

10  d°  - 

- 10 

- 

- ditto. 

15  d"  . 

- 15 

- 

- ditto. 

9 d°  - 

- 9 

- 

- ditto. 

15  d°  - 

- 15 

- 

- ditto. 

20  d°  - -"I 

3d0  - -l 

35  d°  - -J 

3 8 

8 

- ditto. 

49  d°  - 

3 1 

- 

- ditto. 

16  d°  - 

1 - 

- 

- ditto. 

- 

Square  Yards  : 

1 1 

8 

f 800  years  from 
< Michaelmas 
[1786. 

975 

4 l 

3 

ditto. 

280 

1 3 

4 

- ditto. 

788 

3 5 

8 

- ditto. 

L339 

5 n 

7 

- ditto. 

541 

2 5 

2 

ditto. 

345 

1 8 

10 

ditto. 

420 

1 15 

- 

- ditto. 

93» 

3 18 

2 

- ditto. 

788 

3 5 

8 

- ditto. 

545 

2 5 

6 

ditto. 

181 

- 15 

2 

- ditto. 

4 F 


Rep.  19 


590  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 


Sheffield. 

Hollis’s  Charities, 
continued. 


, inj 


The  Brocco 
Sheffield 

D°  - 
D°  - 
D°  - 
D°  - 
D®  - 
D°  - 
D°  - 
D°  - 
D°  - 


Whirlow,  in  the] 
parish  of  Shef- 
field 


-/ 


D° 


D° 


Dore,  in  the'] 
county  of 
Derby  - -J 

D°  - 


Whirlow,  in  the] 
parish  of  Shef-  J 

field  - -J 


TENANTS 

or 

LESSEES. 


George  Fox  - 

Edward  France 
William  Vickers 
Thomas  Sambourne 
Joseph  Manners 
Ruth  Jepson  - 
Jonn  Gregory 
Philip  Law 
George  Goody 
George  Sanderson ' - 

William  Wall 


JosJ  Dungworth 


John  Cowlishaw 


William  Wall 


Goodwin,  Barker  & Co. 


DESCRIPTION 

of 

PROPERTY. 


181 

659 

802 

294 

393 

727 


r dwelling-house  and] 
J outbuildings,  and  ( 
55 a.  3R*  12 p.  off 
[ land  - - -J 

{dwelling-house  and] 
outbuildings,  and 
27  a-  or.  25  p.  of 
land  - 

[ dwelling-house  and  ] 
39A.  OR.  £P.  of l 

[ land  -J 

f dwelling-house  andJ 
\ 20  acres  of  land  J 

[Whirlow  Wheel, 1 
< and  6a.  or.  3P.  > 
[ of  land  - -J 


f plantation,  con- 
\ tainirig  43  acres 


} 


Two  shares  in  the  river  Dun  navigation  - 

- D°  - in  the  Dearne  and  Dove  navigation,  usually  about,  per"l 
annum  .... 

£.  2,000  Old  South-Sea  annuities  ------ 

£.  1,100  Bank  three-per-cent  consolidated  annuities  - j- 


£. 


ANNUAL 

RENT. 

TERMS,  &c. 

£. 

s.  d. 

[ 800  years  from 
. Michaelmas 
[1786. 

15  2 

2 

15  - 

ditto. 

3 

6 10 

ditto. 

1 

4 6 

ditto. 

l 

12  10 

- ditto. 

5 

15  10 

ditto. 

- 

10  6 

- 

16  - 

3 

- 4 

4 

10  7 

63 

- - 

at  will. 

63 

- - 

ditto. 

63 

- - 

ditto. 

38 

- - 

ditto. 

50 

- - 

ditto. 

fin  hand  ; re - 

I cently  planted. 

386 

17  11 

•'  The  Dearne  and 
Dore  navigation- 

168 

“ — 

shares  were  acqui- 
red by  subscription 
out  of  the  funds  of 
the  charity. 

23 

60 

The  sum  of  350  I. 
3 per-cent  stock, 
was  purchased  with 

■ a legacy  of  3001. 
left  by  Thomas 

33 

Hollis  to  the  hos- 
pital," by  will,  in 
1773,  and  the  rest 
of  the  stock  was 

670 

19  11 

purchased  in  1784 
with  savings  of 

The  several  charities  mentioned  in  the  deeds  are  combined  and  administered 
together  as  constituting  one  general  trust,  and  out  of  the  income  provision  is 
made  for  the  following  objects  and  purposes,  viz.  the  support  of  the  hospital 
at  Sheffield,  and  the  school  adjoining,  and  providing  of  stipends  and  allow- 
ances to  the  almspeople  and  schoolmaster  there ; the  payment  of  stipends  to 
the  ministers  of  the  meeting-houses  called  the  Upper  Chapel  and  Nether 
Chapel,  and  Fulwood  Chapel,  in  and  near  Sheffield,  and  to  the  ministers  of 
chapels  for  dissenters  at  Rotherham  and  Doncaster,  and  schoolmasters  of  those 
places. 
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The  annual  allowance  for  these  several  purposes  may  be  stated  as  follows  : Sheffield. 


Almspeople’s  stipends  - 

Clothing  for  almspeople  and  orator,  about 
Coals  for  almshouse,  about 
Orator,  or  schoolmaster  - 

Minister  of  Upper  Chapel  - 

Lower  Chapel  - - - 

Fulwood  Chapel 
Minister  at  Rotherham  - 

Schoolmaster  there  - 
Minister  at  Doncaster  - 
Schoolmaster  there  - - - 


£.  s.  d. 
282  12  - 

13  ~ - 
28  - - 

63  - - 
15  - ~ 

5 - ~ 
10  - - 
10  - - 
20  - - 

15  - - 

20  - - 
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And  there  are  also  paid,  besides  all  charges  and  expenses  for  taxes  and  out- 
goings, in  repairs,  planting,  improvements,  &c.,  the  yearly  sum  of  10/.  to  a 
surveyor,  and  51.  to  one  of  the  trustees,  as  accountant.  The  sum  of  20/.  a year 
is  also  allowed  for  the  charge  of  an  annual  dinner  for  some  of  the  trustees,  the 
ministers  and  schoolmasters,  who  receive  stipends  under  the  charity,  and  the 
farm  tenants.  The  allowance  for  a dinner  was  raised  in  1808  from  10/.  to  20/.; 
but  being  more  than  sufficient  by  about  2 /.,  the  surplus  is  usually  given  to  some 
poor  widow  who  is  a candidate  for  a place  in  the  hospital. 

The  almspeople  are  chosen  by  or  under  the  authority  of  the  trustees,  and  are 
persons  of  the  description  mentioned  in  the  deeds.  Before  their  election  into 
the  hospital  inquiry  is  made  by  the  orator  into  the  condition  and  character  of 
the  applicants,  and  he  reports  thereon  to  the  trustees. 

The  orator  has  a house  in  the  hospital,  and  a school-room  adjoining ; he 
superintends  the  hospital,  and  reads  prayers  to  the  inmates  twice  a day  in  the 
school-room  ; and  he  keeps  a school,  at  which  boys  are  instructed  in  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic. 

The  school  used  formerly  to  be  attended  by  as  many  as  60  children,  boys 
and  girls,  but  boys  only  are  now  admitted ; and  of  late  years  the  school  has 
been  declining.  For  two  or  three  months  in  the  summer  there  are  sometimes 
nearly  40  boys ; but  at  the  time  of  this  Inquiry  there  were  only  15  in  attend- 
ance. The  master,  however,  represents  that  he  attends  the  school  regularly 
during  the  usual  school-hours,  and  receives  all  boys  who  are  sent  to  him  ; and 
he  attributes  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  his  scholars  to  the  establishment 
of  schools  on  the  National  and  Lancasterian  systems  of  education,  to  which  the 
children  of  the  poorer  classes  of  the  town  of  Sheffield  resort. 

We  are  informed  by  the  schoolmaster,  that  about  15  years  ago,  when  the 
school  was  attended  by  girls,  his  wife  proposed  to  teach  them  knitting  and 
sewing,  but  that  the  proposal  was  not  approved  by  the  then  principal  or 
managing  trustee  ; and  the  master  appears  to  have  thence  concluded  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  trustees  that  girls  should  not  be  admitted  into  the  school,  and  in 
consequence,  when  the  girls  then  in  the  school  left  it,  others  were  not  received 
in  their  place. 

Though  the  founders  of  these  charities  were  nonconformists,  or  dissenters, 
it  is  not  required  that  the  parents  of  the  boys  sent  to  the  school,  or  that  the 
widows,  or  poor  persons  applying  for  admission  into  the  hospital,  should  be  of 
any  particular  religious  persuasion  or  community  ; but  in  the  selection  of  the 
latter  a preference  is  given  to  dissenters,  and  such  as  frequent  the  Upper 
Chapel  in  Sheffield.  A few  of  the  widows  or  almswomen  are  regular  members 
of  the  congregation  of  the  Upper  Chapel,  but  most  of  them  are  dissenters  of 
other  persuasions  ; they  are  all,  however,  required  by  the  orator,  after  admission 
into  the  hospital,  to  attend  the  Upper  Chapel,  where  there  is  a seat  or  pew  for 
them,  provided  by  the  trustees,  this  requisition  being  conformable  to  some 
rules  of  the  trustees  formerly  made  for  the  regulation  of  the  house,  of  which  a 
copy  was  given  to  the  orator ; but  the  managing  trustee  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  aware  of  the  existence  of  these  rules. 

The  state  of  the  school  appears  to  have  attracted  of  late  but  little  of  the 
attention  of  the  trustees,  most  of  whom  reside  at  a distance  from  Sheffield ; and 
indeed,  the  superintendence  and  management  of  the  charity,  so  far  as  concerns 
the  hospital  and  school,  appear  to  be,  in  a great  measure,  left  to  the  orator 
alone.  There  is  probably  not  much  ground  for  complaint,  as  to  the  manage- 
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ment  of  the  institution  in  these  particulars ; but  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
presume  that  some  interference,  on  the  part  of  the  trustees,  might  have  the 
effect  of  rendering  the  school  more  useful  and  efficient ; and  as  the  instruction 
of  girls  in  reading,  knitting  and  sewing,  is  an  object  expressly  mentioned  in  one 
of  the  deeds  of  May  1726,  it  appears  to  us,  not  only  that  girls  should  be 
admitted  into  the  school,  but  that  they  should  have  the  benefit  of  instruction 
by  the  schoolmaster’s  wife,  or  some  other  proper  mistress,  in  useful  domestic 
occupations.  We  also  think  that  as  the  obligation  to  attend  divine  service  is 
represented  to  be  felt  as  a grievance,  in  some  instances,  by  almspeople 
who  have  been  used  to  frequent  a different  place  of  worship,  it  is  fit  the 
trustees  should  take  into  their  consideration  the  propriety  of  rescinding  or 
relaxing  the  regulation  which,  in  that  respect,  is  enforced  by  the  orator. 

The  stipends  of  the  ministers  of  the  three  chapels  in  and  near  Sheffield,  and 
of  the  ministers  and  schoolmasters  of  Rotherham  and  Doncaster,  were  raised 
in  1813  to  double  their  former  amount,  but  after  some  time  they  were  reduced 
again,  on  its  being  found  that  the  revenues  were  inadequate  to  continue  them 
at  the  higher  rate. 

The  upper  chapel  is  that  described  or  referred  to  in  the  second  deed  of  May 
1726  as  the  meeting-house  in  which  Mr.  Wordsworth  then  preached,  and  the 
Nether  chapel,  and  that  at  Fulwood,  are  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  deeds. 
The  usage  to  allow  a stipend  to  the  minister  of  the  former  appears  to  have 
originated  from  the  circumstance  of  part  of  the  congregation  of  the  upper 
chapel  having  at  one  time  separated  themselves,  and  resorted  to  the  Nether 
instead  of  the  Upper  chapel ; and  the  payment  to  the  minister  of  Fulwood 
chapel  is  attributed  to  the  circumstance,  of  one  of  the  two  ministers  who  for- 
merly officiated  in  the  upper  meeting-house  having  been  used  also  to  perform 
duty  at  Fulwood  chapel  ; the  latter  however  has  now  long  been  served  by  a 
separate  minister,  and  is  altogether  unconnected  with  the  upper  chapel.  If  the 
subject  vrere  now  to  be  considered  for  the  first  time,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  doubted 
whether  the  provision  for  nonconformist  ministers  could  properly  be  raised 
beyond  a more  limited  amount  than  that  now  paid  ; and  whether  any  minister 
at  Sheffield  not  officiating  in  the  Upper  chapel  could  be  entitled  to  receive 
a stipend  from  these  charities : but  considering  the  circumstances  above  men- 
tioned, the  length  of  time  during  which  the  existing  practice  has  prevailed,  the 
general  combination  of  the  several  charities,  and  the  large  discretion  given  by 
some  of  the  deeds  to  the  trustees,  it  does  not  appear  to  us  the  propriety  of  the 
present  course  of  administration  in  the  particulars  last  referred  to  is  to  be  con- 
sidered liable  to  objection. 

The  accounts  relating  to  these  charities  are  kept  at  a banking-house  at 
Sheffield,  in  which  John  Shore,  esq.,  the  accountant  and  principal  acting  trustee, 
is  a partner ; and  a duplicate  account-book  is  kept  for  the  examination  of  the 
trustees  resident  in  and  near  London,  and  is  sent  up  from  time  to  time  for  their 
inspection.  In  consequence  of  some  considerable  expenditure  in  improve- 
ments, &c.  there  appears  to  have  been  a balance  against  the  charity,  in  Decem- 
ber 1826,  of  upwards  of  1,000/.;  but  at  the  time  of  this  Inquiry  there  wrere 
considerable  sums  due  for  arrears  of  rent,  and,  as  it  appeared  to  us,  there  was 
some  remissness  in  collecting  or  enforcing  payment  of  the  rents.  We  were 
desirous  of  exhibiting  a general  statement  of  the  accounts  for  some  few  years 
back,  in  order  to  give  a more  distinct  view  of  the  management  of  the  trust,  and 
such  a statement  was  in  part  prepared,  but  it  could  not  be  completed  during 
the  time  devoted  to  our  examination  of  charities  at  Sheffield,  and  though  it  has 
since  been  more  than  once  applied  for,  it  has  not  yet  been  transmitted. 

Lydia  Wright’s  Gift. 

Lydia  Wright , in  1702,  bequeathed  50/.  for  the  benefit  of  poor  dissenters  of 
the  upper  meeting-house  at  Sheffield,  and  if  none  such,  for  the  repairs  of  the 
meeting-house. 

The  sum  of  21.  10s.  a year,  interest  of  this  legacy,  is  paid  by  the  trustees 
of  the  Upper  Chapel  to  the  minister,  and  distributed  by  him  among  such  poor 
members  of  the  congregation  as  he  considers  proper  objects  of  charity,  four  of 
the  poor  persons  usually  receiving  10s.  each. 
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Bamforth’s  Charity. 

Margaret  Bamforth,  spinster,  by  Will,  dated  21st  October  1709,  gave  to  the  Sheffield. 

poor  of  the  parish  of  Sheffield  100/.,  to  be  employed  for  their  benefit,  as  her  

mother  Margaret  Bamforth,  and  her  brother  George  Bamforth,  whom  she  Bamforti>?s Charitjr 
appointed  executors  of  her  will,  should  think  fit.  v — - — J 

Margaret  Bamforth,  widow,  the  mother  of  the  said  Margaret  Bamforth, 
spinster,  by  her  Will,  dated  4th  August  1712,  gave  20s.  a year  to  the  school 
of  Wadsley,  for  teaching  such  poor  children  of  that  place  as  her  executors 
should  think  fit;  and  she  appointed  the  said  George  Bamforth  and  William 
Steers  her  executors. 

The  sum  of  125/.,  paid  in  satisfaction  of  the  above  bequests,  was  laid  out  in 
the  purchase  of  a close  called  the  Hall  Croft,  at  Dronfield,  in  the  county  of 
Derby,  which  was  conveyed,  by  Indenture  of  26th  October  1736,  to  the  use  of 
George  Bamforth,  Joseph  Bright,  and  three  others,  upon  trust,  out  of  the  rents 
and  profits,  to  pay  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Wadsley  20s.  a year,  and  to  pay  the 
residue  thereof  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Sheffield,  and  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor  in  the  several  townships  in  the  parish,  to  be  disposed  of  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor,  as  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers  should  deem 
most  for  their  advantage  ; and  in  January  1825  the  land  was  conveyed  to 
Gamaliel  Milner,  esq.,  (since  deceased),  John  Shawe,  jun.,  Richard  Stanley, 
and  John  Ayre  Pearson,  esqrs.,  and  William  Vicars,  as  new  trustees. 

The  land  which  was  exonerated  from  tithes  in  1802,  at  the  expense  of  about 
15/.,  is  now  in  two  closes,  and  contains  by  admeasurement  4a.  1r.  36p.,  and 
it  is  let  to  Mary  Haywood,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of  12/.  The 
rent  is  received  by  the  overseers,  and  after  payment  of  1 /.  thereout  to  the 
master  of  Wadsley  school,  is  distributed  among  poor  persons  in  the  following 
proportions  as  to  the  respective  townships  ; viz.  Sheffield,  4/.  17s.  9 d\  Upper 
Halham,  12s.  3d. ; Nether  Halham,  1/.  16s.  6c?.;  Brightside,  1/.  4s.  6d. ; 

Attercliffe,  1/.  4s.  6d.;  Ecclesall,  1/.  4s.  6d. 

Birley’s  Charity. 

William  Birley,  by  Will,  dated  the  10th  June  1715,  gave  to  the  town  of  Shef-  Birley’s  Charity, 
field  900  /.,  to  purchase  an  annual  rent  or  income,  and  he  appointed  one  third 
of  the  income  to  go  to  a fit  person  for  teaching  writing  and  arithmetic  at  the 
free-school  or  other  proper  place  ; one  third  to  go  towards  the  support  of  a mi- 
nister to  perform  divine  service  in  the  chapel  of  the  hospital,  or  other  place 
regularly  appointed  for  that  use,  and  the  remaining  third  to  old  and  indigent 
tradesmen,  or  their  widows ; and  he  left  the  disposing  thereof  to  the  church- 
school  and  town-burgesses  of  Sheffield  ; and  he  gave  his  estate  near  Niepes-end 
in  the  parish  of  Sheffield,  which  he  gave  to  Sarah  Turbell  for  life,  and  after  her 
decease  to  the  town  of  Sheffield,  for  the  uses  aforesaid. 

The  legacy  of  900/.,  with  50/.  in  addition,  borrowed  for  the  purpose,  was 
laid  out  in  1725  in  purchasing  an  estate  at  Nether  Ashop,  in  the  county  of 
Derby,  which  was  conveyed  to  trustees. 

The  Charity  Estate  consists  of  the  following  Particulars. 


OCCUPIERS. 

YEARLY  RENT. 

At  Nether  Ashop : 

£.  s.  d. 

House,  outbuildings,  and  127  acres  of  land  - 

Joseph  Thorpe  - 

73  10  - 

House,  and  53  a.  3 r.  4P.  of  land 

Widow  Norton  ... 

30  - - 

Elmin  Pitt’s  closes,  54 a.  or.  13P,  - 
Woodland,  48  acres  ----- 

R.  Middleton  ... 

Trustees. 

22  - - 

Near  Niepes-end  : 

Tenement  in  Harvest-lane  ... 

S.  Casgrove  - 

3 12  - 

1 

1 

• 

1 

O 

Q 

• 

> 

• 

C.  Boardman  - 

3 - - 

Garden-ground,  5 a.  3 k.  6 p.  - 
Personal  property : 

Sundry  persons  ... 

£. 

59  *3  4 
191  15  4 

The  sum  of  241/.  14s.  3d.,  three-per-cent  consols;  yearly  dividends,  7 /•  5s. 
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This  Stock  was  purchased  with  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  timber ; and  by 
an  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  dated  9th  August  1810,  in  a cause  of 
“ The  Attorney  General  v.  Edon,  and  others,”  it  was  ordered  that  the  divi- 
dends of  the  stock  should  be  applied  in  the  same  way  as  the  rents  of  the 
charity-estates. 

The  income  is  received  by  an  accountant  appointed  by  the  church,  school, 
and  town-burgesses  of  Sheffield,  and  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  capital 
church-burgess  for  the  time  being,  as  the  principal  acting  trustee.  After  pay- 
ment of  necessary  outgoings,  a salary  of  51.  a year  to  the  accountant,  and  the 
expense  of  repairs  and  improvements  on  the  estates,  the  income  is  appropriated 
in  thirds  to  the  master  of  a writing-school,  the  minister  officiating  in  the  chapel 
of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury’s  Hospital,  and  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Sheffield. 

The  schoolmaster  instructs  about  40  poor  children,  as  free-scholars,  in  writing 
and  arithmetic,  in  a school-room  belonging  to  the  church-burgesses. 

The  money  appropriated  to  the  poor  is  distributed  at  Christmas,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  burgesses,  and  by  different  individuals  of  their  number. 

There  has  been  a considerable  expenditure  of  late,  in  repairs,  improvements, 
and  law-expenses,  part  of  the  former  being  incurred  in  building  a bridge,  and 
making  a new  road  through  the  estate  at  Ashop. 

The  accounts  are  audited  yearly  at  a meeting  of  the  burgesses. 

Elizabeth  Parkin’s  Gift. 

Elizabeth  Parlcin,  by  Will,  dated  the  18th  January  1763,  bequeathed  500/. 
to  Walter  Oborne,  esquire,  and  another,  upon  trust,  to  pay  the  interest,  and  pro- 
duce thereof,  over  and  above  the  charges  attending  the  execution  of  the  trust,  to 
the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  town  of  Sheffield,  to  be  by  them  distri- 
buted yearly,  every  21st  June,  amongst  such  of  the  poor  of  and  belonging  to  the 
town  of  Sheffield  as  they  should  think  fit. 

In  May  1795  the  sum  of  500/.  (of  which  the  interest  had  in  the  mean  time 
been  distributed  according  to  the  donor’s  intention),  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
of  7 62/.  155.  8 d.  three-per-cent  reduced  annuities,  in  the  names  of  Thomas 
Walker  and  Launcelot  Shadwell,  esquires,  Thomas  Lane,  of  Goldsmiths  Hall, 
London,  esquire,  and  Charles  Bowns,  being  the  executors  of  Samuel  Phipps, 
esquire,  the  executor  of  Walter  Oborne,  who  survived  his  co-trustee  named  in 
the  will ; and  a declaration  of  trust,  dated  4th  May  1795,  was  executed  bv  the 
said  parties  to  whom  the  stock  was  transferred,  declaring  the  trusts  thereof  to  be 
for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Elizabeth  Parkin. 

We  are  informed  that  Mr.  Lane  survived  the  other  trustees  of  the  stock  ; that 
he  is  also  dead ; and  that  it  is  understood  John  Lane,  esquire,  of  Goldsmiths 
Hall,  is  his  personal  representative,  and  we  think  the  stock  should  be  transferred 
into  the  names  of  new  trustees. 

The  dividends  of  the  stock,  22/.  175.7^-  a year,  are  distributed  amongst 
poor  persons  of  Sheffield  by  the  vicar,  the  three  assistant  ministers  of  the  parish- 
church,  and  the  two  churchwardens,  each  of  them  distributing  a sixth  part  of  the 
whole  among  such  poor  persons  as  he  selects. 

Boughton’s  Gift. 

A rentcharge  of  51,  a year,  given  by  the  Will  of  Richard  Boughton  in  1699, 
for  decayed  cutlers  and  scissor-smiths  in  the  town  of  Sheffield,  is  paid  in  respect 
of  land  at  Broomhall-lane,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Rutherford,  to  the  vicar  of 
Sheffield,  and  is  given  among  poor  persons  by  the  vicar,  the  three  ministers,  and 
two  churchwardens,  each  of  them  distributing  a share  to  such  objects  of  charity 
as  he  selects. 

George  Younge’s  Charity. 

Mr.  George  Younge , by  Will,  dated  28th  August  1766,  bequeathed  50/., 
and  directed  the  interest  thereof  to  be  given  on  Easter-eve  to  10  poor  house- 
keepers belonging  to  Sheffield,  but  who  should  have  no  pay  from  the  town,  as 
his  executors  should  honestly  judge  to  answer  the  true  and  righteous  ends  of 
piety  and  charity  ; and  he  directed  the  money  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  his  son, 
the  late  Mr.  Simon  Andrews  Younge,  if  he  chose,  at  four-per-cent  per  annum. 

Mr.  Simon  Andrews  Younge,  who  died  30th  December  1813,  by  his  will, 
appointed  his  widow,  Jane  Younge,  and  his  sons,  William  Younge  and  George 
Younge,  executors  thereof ; and  after  reciting  that  his  late  father,  Mr.  George 
Younge,  had  bequeathed  the  interest  of  50/.  to  be  annually  disttribued  among 

10  poor 
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10  poor  house-keepers  on  Easter-eve,  and  that  with  the  said  50/.  he  had  Sheffield, 
purchased  stock,  the  sale  of  which  had  afterwards  produced  62/.,  he  declared  — — 

his  will  to  be,  that  his  executors  should  secure  in  the  best  manner  in  their  George  Y.°“nges 
power  the  said  charitable  donation,  and  the  interest  arising  therefrom  duly  continued. 
distribute,  as  directed  by  his  late  father’s  will.  , 

Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Simon  Andrews  Younge  the  sum  of  62/.  has 
remained  in  the  hands  of  his  executors.  Mrs.  Jane  Younge,  died  in  January 
1823,  and  the  fund  is  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  William  and  George  Younge,  who 
are  desirous  to  invest  it  in  some  approved  security,  and  it  appears  to  us  that  it 
should  be  invested  in  the  purchase  of  three-per-cent  annuities. 

The  interest  of  the  legacy  has  been  distributed  according  to  the  donor’s 
directions  on  Easter-eve.  Until  1797>  when  stock  was  purchased,  2/.  a year  was 
distributed  as  interest  of  the  50/. ; afterwards  the  sum  of  3/.  a year  was  distributed, 
which  somewhat  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  dividends  of  the  stock  ; and  since 
January  1808,  when  the  stock  was  sold  for  62/.,  the  yearly  sum  given  away 
has  been  3/.  25.  a year,  being  interest  at  five-per-cent. 

The  persons  who  receive  the  charity  are  poor  housekeepers  belonging  to 
Sheffield,  and  not  receiving  parochial  relief ; two  of  them  have  7 s.  each,  the  rest 
6 s.  each;  but  there  is  some  difficulty  in  finding  objects  properly  qualified  to 
partake  of  the  charity. 

Kirkby’s  Charity. 

John  Kirkby,  by  Will,  dated  31st  July  1779,  bequeathed  400/.  to  the  Kirkby’s  Charity. 
Rev.  John  Dickinson,  and  four  others,  upon  trust,  to  place  out  the  same  at 
interest,  and  apply  the  dividends  or  produce  thereof,  beyond  the  charges 
attending  the  execution  of  the  trusts,  for  and  towards  the  maintenance  and 
support  of  such  two  poor  widows,  and  in  such  weekly,  monthly,  or  quarterly 
payments,  and  for  such  time  respectively,  as  the  trustees  should  think  fit,  and 
to  withdraw  such  payments  from  such  widows,  and  pay  the  said  dividends  to 
any  other  poor  widows,  when  and  as  often  as  the  trustees  should  think  proper. 

And  the  testator  directed  that  as  often  as  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to 
three,  such  three  should  elect  other  persons,  and  assign  over  the  trust-monies 
to  themselves  and  the  new  elected  trustees. 

By  a Deed  of  Assignment  and  Declaration  of  Trust,  dated  the  15th  November 
1786,  Joseph  Evans  and  Samuel  Shore,  the  then  two  surviving  trustees,  assigned 
the  said  sum  of  400  /.  to  themselves  and  three  other  trustees,  upon  the  trusts 
aforesaid;  and  in  the  year  1813,  the  sum  of  400/.,  together  with  30/.  65.  3d., 
unapplied  interest  thereof,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  750/.,  three-per-cent 
consols,  in  the  names  of  Samuel  Kirkby  and  John  Shore,  junior,  esq. 

The  dividends  of  the  stock,  22/.  10s.  a year,  are  applied  in  the  payment  by 
Mr.  Kirkby,  one  of  the  trustees,  of  pensions  to  five  poor  women  selected  by 
him  ; the  sum  of  1/.  17$.  4 d.  being  paid  and  divided  every  calendar  month 
among  the  poor  women. 

Parsons’s  Charity. 

Mary  Parsons,  by  Will,  dated  5th  May  1815,  bequeathed  her  personal  Parsons’s  Charity, 
estate  and  effects  to  her  executors,  Thomas  Pearson,  George  Smith,  and  John 
Sterndale,  upon  trust,  thereout  to  raise  1,500/.,  and  invest  the  same  in  the  names 
of  them,  her  said  trustees,  in  the  51.  per-cent  Navy-stock,  upon  trust,  that  they 
the  said  trustees  should  annually  give  away  on  St.  John’s  day,  to  and  equally 
amongst  48  poor  men,  to  be  chosen  from  amongst  the  old  and  infirm  silver- 
smiths in  the  town  and  parish  of  Sheffield,  who  should  have  served  their 
apprenticeships,  and  regularly  worked  there  in  that  business,  11.  each,  or  as  near 
that  sum  as  the  dividends  would  admit,  reserving  nevertheless  2/.  of  the  said 
annual  dividends,  which  she  desired  should  be  paid  annually  to  the  Rev.  Matthew 
Preston,  for  preaching  a sermon,  which  she  desired  to  be  preached  yearly  on 
St.  John’s-day  in  the  parish-church,  or  some  Protestant  chapel  of  ease  in  the 
parish  of  Sheffield,  and  after  the  death  of  the  said  M.  Preston  to  such  clergyman 
as  he  should  appoint  to  succeed  him  for  preaching  the  sermon,  such  last-men- 
tioned clergyman  also  to  have  the  power  of  nominating  his  successor  for  the 
like  purpose.  The  will  was  proved  at  York  in  1815. 

The  legacy,  after  deducting  the  legacy-duty,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
1,455/.  10s.  6d.  Navy  five-per-cent  annuities,  in  the  names  of  the  trustees  and 
executors  named  in  the  will,  of  whom  Mr.  Pearson  and  Mr.  Sterndale  are  now 
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the  survivors.  The  stock  has  since  been  converted  into  1,528/.  6s.  new  four- 
per-cents,  producing  an  annual  dividend  of  6l/.  2 s.  6d. 

Out  of  the  dividends  the  sum  of  2/.  is  paid  to  the  Rev.  Matthew  Preston, 
and  the  residue  is  distributed  among  48  poor  platers  or  silversmiths,  qualified  in 
the  manner  required  by  the  will.  A list  is  made  out  of  platers  or  silversmiths 
in  poverty  or  distress,  by  a committee  of  the  workmen  in  the  trade,  and  out  of 
that  list  Mr.  Pearson,  one  of  the  trustees,  and  Mr.  Smith,  select  the  most  proper 
objects  to  receive  the  charity. 

The  Boys  Charity  School. 

This  institution  appearing  to  fall  within  that  description  of  establishments 
for  charitable  purposes,  mentioned  in  the  8th  clause  of  the  Act  of  the  59th 
Geo.  3,  c.  81,  we  have  not  examined  into  or  made  inquiry  respecting  it. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  ATTERCLIFFE  WITH  DARNALL. 

Grammar’s  Gift. 

The  sum  of  50/.  bequeathed  by  Elizabeth  Grammar  in  1720,  to  the  overseers 
of  Attercliffe  with  Darnall,  to  be  at  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  is  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Samuel  Younge,  of  Sheffield,  at  interest  of  2/.  105.  a year,  which 
is  distributed  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  among  poor 
persons. 

Staniforth’s  Gift. 

William  Staniforth,  in  1786,  bequeathed  50/.  to  the  chapel  warden  and  over- 
seers of  the  poor  of  Attercliffe,  to  be  at  interest,  to  keep  a vault  and  two  tombs 
in  repair,  and  the  remainder  of  the  interest  to  be  divided  amongst  the  poor 
of  Attercliffe,  not  assisted  by  the  poor-rates,  in  sums  not  less  than  25.  6d.  to 
each  family. 

This  sum  of  50/.  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Milner,  at  interest  of  2/.  5s. 
per  annum,  and  the  interest  is  applied  by  the  chapelwarden  according  to  the 
donor’s  intention,  the  expense  of  repairing  the  vault  and  tombs  being  about  10  5. 
a year. 

Sunday  School  Funds. 

The  yearly  sum  of  13/.  9s.  6d.,  being  the  dividends  of  449/.  3s.  4>d.  three- 
per-cent  stock,  standing  in  the  names  of  Gamaliel  Milner,  esquire,  deceased, 
Hugh  Parker,  esquire,  and  Mr.  John  Shaw,  which  was  purchased  with  a legacy 
of  300/.,  bequeathed  for  the  Sunday-school  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fell  in  1795, 
and  the  yearly  sum  of  31.  3s.,  paid  by  George  Bustard  Greaves,  esquire,  being 
a benefaction  given  by  the  will  of  Robert  Clay,  esquire,  who  died  in  1786,  are 
applied  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  Sunday-school  at  Attercliffe,  which  is 
kept  in  a school-room  there  built  by  subscription  in  or  about  the  year  1779. 

Poor,  and  Waste  Lands. 

A piece  of  land  at  Acres  Hill,  containing  about  3 b acres,  which  appears  to 
have  been  left  out  on  an  inclosure,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  stones  for 
repairing  the  roads,  has,  for  some  time,  (being  no  longer  wanted  for  the  above 
purpose,)  been  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Darnall.  It  is  let  by  the 
principal  inhabitants,  and  the  rent  is  distributed  by  them  among  poor  persons 
of  Darnall  at  Christmas.  The  land  is  at  present  occupied  by  John  Fisher,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  31.  105.  a year,  the  full  value. 

Some  timber  growing  on  the  land  was  cut  down  about  eight  years  ago,  and 
the  produce,  being  60/.,  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Samuel  Younge,  of  Sheffield,  an  dis 
secured  by  the  joint  promissory  note  of  Messrs.  Samuel  and  Charles  Younge, 
payable  to  Samuel  Staniforth,  esquire.  The  sum  of  3/.  a year,  paid  as  interest 
by  Mr.  Younge,  is  distributed  with  the  rent  of  the  poors  land. 

The  sum  of  25.  10c/.  is  paid  by  Samuel  Staniforth,  esquire,  in  respect  of  a 
slip  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  Owler  Green,  which  appears  to  have  been  left 
out  on  the  inclosure  ; and  the  yearly  sum  of  45.  is  paid  by  Mr.  Cheetham  as 
interest  of  4/.,  being  the  price  agreed  to  be  paid  by  him  for  a slip  of  land  con- 
taining about  19  perches,  awarded  on  the  last  inclosure  in  respect  of  the  land 
at  Acres  Hill. 

These  two  annual  sums  are  distributed  with  the  rent  of  the  poors  land. 
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Almshouses. 

There  are  four  cottages  in  Darnall,  occupied  as  almshouses  by  four  poor 
widows,  placed  therein  by  Samuel  Staniforth  ,of  Liverpool,  esquire,  from  whom 
they  receive  a cartload  of  coals,  and  also  1 /.  1 s.  each  at  Christmas.  The 
charity  appears  to  be  of  a voluntary  kind,  both  in  its  origin  and  continuance. 

Stanifortu’s  Gift. 

Samuel  Staniforth,  esquire,  by  his  Will,  dated  11th  September  1815,  directed 
that  his  executor  should  lay  out  20/.  in  such  manner  as  he  might  think  proper 
within  12  months  after  his  death  ; and  that  the  annual  profits  thereof  should 
be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of  the  district  of  Darnall  at  or  about  Christmas, 
in  such  manner  as  the  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  time  being  within  the  said 
district  should  think  proper,  and  he  appointed  his  nephew  Samuel  Staniforth 
executor  of  his  will. 

The  testator  died  in  September  1820,  and  his  will  has  been  proved  by  his 
executor,  Mr.  Staniforth,  but  the  legacy  has  not  been  laid  out,  or  any  interest 
yet  paid  upon  it.  Mr.  Staniforth  is  desirous  to  place  out  the  money  to  the  most 
advantage,  and  has  applied  to  the  overseers  to  state  in  what  way  that  object  can 
be  effected.  It  would  be  proper,  we  think,  that  this  fund,  together  with  the 
50/.  given  by  Elizabeth  Grammar  for  the  poor  of  Attercliffe  with  Darnall,  which 
Mr.  Younge  is  desirous  to  pay,  and  the  sum  of  GO/,  timber-money,  should  be  laid 
out  in  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the  names  of  trustees,  together  with  any  other 
benefactions  for  poor  persons  in  the  neighbourhood  which  may  remain  unin- 
vested, and  that  a declaration  of  trust  should  be  made,  specifying  the  several 
purposes  to  which  the  dividends  would  be  applicable,  and  the  proportions  pay- 
able for  each  purpose  ; or  if  the  price  of  the  public  funds  renders  a purchase  of 
stock  at  present  inexpedient,  the  money  might  properly  be  placed  in  a savings- 
bank,  if  it  can  be  so  deposited. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BRIGHTSIDE  BIERLOW. 

The  Grimesthorpe  School,  and  Donations  for  Education. 

In  or  about  the  year  1762,  a school,  and  a dwelling-house,  for  a schoolmaster 
were  built  upon  a piece  of  waste  ground  at  a place  called  Pitsmoor,  near  the 
village  of  Grimesthorpe,  by  means  of  money  raised  by  subscription,  and  a 
contribution  from  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Brightside  Bierlow,  out  of  the 
rates,  to  make  up  a deficiency  in  the  fund  subscribed ; and  the  buildings 
continued  to  be  employed  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  destined,  until 
the  year  1802. 

In  1802  a new  school-room,  and  a house  for  a schoolmaster,  were  erected  at 
or  near  Grimesthorpe,  and  at  some  distance  from  Pitsmoor,  upon  ground 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  as  lord  of  the  manor,  the  expense  of 
erecting  the  buildings  being  defrayed  by  subscription,  and  by  sale  of  the  old 
school-premises  at  Pitsmoor. 

We  have  not  met  with  any  list  of  the  subscribers  to  the  building  of  the  old  or 
of  the  new  school ; and  we  do  not  find  that  the  subscribers  reserved  to  them- 
selves any  right  of  control  over  the  school  or  the  master. 

The  buildings  are  used  as  a school  and  dwelling-house  by  the  schoolmaster. 
The  Duke  of  Norfolk  is  willing  to  grant  a lease  of  the  ground  on  which  the 
buildings  stand,  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution,  when  the  differences 
respecting  the  school  and  charities  connected  therewith  after  mentioned  shall 
be  set  at  rest. 

The  master  of  the  school  has  had  the  benefit  of  the  donations  now  to  be 
mentioned. 

Donation  of  40.  /. — It  is  stated  in  a tablet  or  memorial  kept  in  the  workhouse  at 
Brightside  Bierlow,  dated  the  7th  November  1753,  and  signed  by  the  then  chapel- 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Attercliffe,  and  13  other  persons,  that  some 
person,  charitably  disposed  and  well  inclined  to  the  township  of  Brightside  Bier- 
low,  had,  about  the-  26th  April  1720,  given  and  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Handley,  an  inhabitant  of  the  township,  the  sum  of  40/.,  to  be  put  out  at 
interest  till  a convenient  purchase  should  be  found  ; and  then  such  interest, 
or  the  profits  of  the  land  to  be  purchased,  should  yearly  be  paid  to  a school- 
master, or  other  person  in  Brightside  Bierlow,  for  teaching  and  instructing  six 
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Brightside  Bierlow. 


poor  children,  either  boys  or  girls,  of  the  said  township,  to  read  till  they 
should  have  been  taught  and  perfected  to  read  the  Bible,  and  instructed  in  the 


Schoo? F a n r DonT-  Church-catechism,  and  should  have  learnt  the  same  by  heart ; and  that  it 
tions  for  Education,  the  donor’s  mind  and  intent  that  the  said  Thomas  Handley  should  nominate 


was 


continued. 


three  other  substantial  persons  of  the  said  township,  who,  together  with  himself 
and  the  minister  of  Attercliffe  for  the  time  being,  should  be  trustees  for  the 
said  charity,  with  power  to  nominate  other  trustees  as  vacancies  should  happen, 
and  to  appoint,  place,  or  displace,  at  the  discretion  of  the  major  part  of  them, 
the  schoolmaster,  or  other  person,  to  instruct  the  said  children,  and  also  such 
children  so  to  be  instructed  ; and  likewise  to  appoint  the  school-house  or  other 
place  of  teaching  the  said  children  in  from  time  to  time ; and  that  it  was  the 
donor’s  express  intention  that  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  should  see  that  all 
due  care  was  taken  by  the  master,  not  only  diligently  to  teach  the  children,  but 
also  to  restrain  them  from  the  vices  of  cursing,  swearing,  &c. ; and  that  the 
minister  of  Attercliffe  for  the  time  being  should  twice  in  every  year  examine 
the  children  as  to  their  proficiency  in  their  reading  and  the  Catechism  ; and 
after  reciting  that  the  said  sum  of  40/.  was  put  out  at  interest,  and  managed 
agreeably  to  the  intentions  of  the  donor,  until  the  erection  of  the  workhouse  in 
the  said  township,  and  was  then  applied  towards  the  building  thereof,  and  that 
nevertheless  the  yearly  interest  of  405.  for  the  same  had  ever  since  been 
allowed,  and  duly  paid  by  the  overseers  of  the  township  into  the  hands  of  the 
trustees  of  the  charity,  and  regularly  applied  to  the  purpose  aforementioned; 
and  further  reciting,  that  the  trustees  theretofore  nominated  by  the  said  Thomas 
Handley  were  dead,  and  he,  by  reason  of  his  age,  being  desirous  to  decline  the 
trust,  had  nominated,  as  trustees  for  the  charity,  Thomas  Handley  his  son,  in 
his  stead,  and  David  Houssey,  John  Pearson  and  Samuel  Robinson,  inhabitants 
of  Brightside  Bierlow  ; Therefore,  to  the  end  and  intent  that  the  pious  and 
charitable  design  of  the  donor  might  not  be  frustrated  by  the  application  of  the 
said  sum  of  40/.  towards  the  building  of  the  workhouse,  and  that  the  trusts  and 
uses  on  which  the  charity  was  given  might  be  perpetuated,  they,  the  persons 
whose  names  were  underwritten,  being  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Brightside 
Bierlow,  at  a public  meeting  for  that  purpose  appointed,  thereby  attested  and 
declared  the  truth  of  the  above-written,  and  consented  and  agreed  that  such 
workhouse,  and  the  school-house  at  the  bottom  of  Pitsmoor,  should  from  thence- 
forth be  deemed  and  considered  as  a security  for  the  said  charity,  or  sum  of 
40/. ; and  that  the  chapelwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of 
Brightside  Bierlow  for  the  time  being  should  yearly  pay  into  the  hands  of  the 
trustees  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  charity  the  sum  of  405.  as  and  for 
interest  for  the  said  40/.,  to  be  by  such  trustees  applied  to  the  uses  and  pur- 
poses thereinbefore  expressed  concerning  the  same;  and  for  the  effectually 
making  known  and  transmitting  to  posterity  the  intentions  of  the  donor,  they 
ordered  and  directed  that  that  memorial  of  the  charity  should  be  forthwith 
framed,  and  hung  up  in  the  vestry-room  of  the  workhouse. 

By  another  memorial,  dated  May  1st.  1788,  and  signed  by  Edward  Goodwin, 
then  minister  of  Attercliffe,  and  21  other  persons,  reciting,  that  it  appeared  by 
the  former  memorial  that  in  or  about  the  year  1720  some  charitably-disposed 
person  made  a donation  of  40/.,  with  an  intent  that  the  interest  of  the  money 
should  be  applied  to  the  instruction  of  six  poor  children  at  the  school  at  the 
bottom  of  Pitsmoor  ; and  that  the  said  money  should  be  under  the  management 
of  five  trustees  mentioned  in  the  said  memorial ; and  reciting,  that  all  the  said 
trustees  so  appointed  were  dead,  except  the  minister  of  Attercliffe  for  the  time 
being,  the  said  undersigned  persons,  being  inhabitants  of  the  township,  assembled 
by  public  advertisement  at  the  workhouse,  on  Thursday  May  the  1st,  1788, 
thereby  appointed  the  overseers  of  the  poor  and  the  chapelwarden  of  the  town- 
ship of  Brightside  Bierlow  for  the  time  being,  and  Mr.  Edward  Woodall,  trus- 
tees for  the  said  charity. 

We  do  not  find  that  new  trustees  have  been  regularly  chosen  for  this  donation ; 
but  the  minister  of  Attercliffe  chapel  and  the  overseers  of  the  poor  and  church- 
warden for  Brightside  Bierlow  claim  to  be  entitled  to  act  as  trustees  in  respect 
thereof. 

The  sum  of  2/.  a year  is  paid  out  of  the  township-rates  to  the  master  of  the 
school  at  Grimesthorpe  in  respect  of  the  donation,  for  which  he  teaches  to  read 
six  poor  children,  usually  nominated  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

MirjiekVs  Donation. — John  Mirfield,  by  Will,  dated  the  14th  February  178-5, 
gave  to  Robert  Holland,  of  Grimesthorpe,  cutler,  and  four  others,  50/.,  to  place 

out 
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out  on  security,  and  apply  the  interest  thereof  for  the  benefit  of  the  master  or  Brightside  Bierlow. 
mistress  for  the  time  being  of  the  school  at  Grimesthorpe,  for  teaching  10  poor  - — 

children  of  the  township  of  Brightside  Bierlow,  at  the  said  school,  to  read  English,  ^hool^Md^Don6 
such  children  to  be  sent  by  the  trustees  ; and  he  directed  that  when  the  trustees  tions  f0’r  Education" 
should  be  reduced  to  two,  they  should  elect  other  persons,  so  that  there  might  continued. 

be  a perpetual  succession  of  fit  persons  to  manage  the  said  trust-money.  ' J 

By  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale  enrolled,  made  the  17th  October  1815,  be- 
tween John  Marriott,  of  Sheffield,  in  the  county  of  York,  baker,  of  the  first  part, 

Benjamin  Bell,  of  Grimesthorpe,  in  the  parish  of  Sheffield,  farmer,  and  Richard 
Kent,  of  Little  Wincobank,  in  the  parish  of  Sheffield,  cutler,  of  the  second  part, 
and  the  said  Benjamin  Bell  and  Richard  Kent,  and  John  Pearson,  of  Grimes- 
thorpe, farmer,  William  Ashforth,  of  the  same  place,  mason,  and  Benjamin  Bell 
the  younger,  of  Wincobank,  scissor-smith,  of  the  third  part ; after  reciting  the 
will  of  the  said  John  Mirfield,  and  further  reciting  that  the  said  Benjamin  Bell 
and  Robert  Holland  having  become  the  only  surviving  trustees  under  the  will, 
had  elected  the  said  Richard  Kent  and  one  Thomas  Ashforth  into  the  said  trust ; 
and  on  or  about  the  28th  August  1800  the  said  Benjamin  Bell,  Robert  Holland, 

Richard  Kent,  and  Thomas  Ashforth,  had  laid  out  the  sum  of  48/.,  part  of  the 
said  trust-money,  in  the  purchase  of  certain  freehold  hereditaments  then  belong- 
ing to  the  said  John  Marriott,  situate  at  Attercliffe,  in  the  parish  of  Sheffield, 
being  the  premises  after  mentioned ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  sum  of 
48/.  was  thereupon  paid  to  the- said  John  Marriott,  but  no  effective  conveyance 
had  been  made  or  executed  of  the  said  purchased  hereditaments ; and  further 
reciting,  that  the  said  Robert  Holland  and  Thomas  Ashforth  had  departed  this 
life,  leaving  the  said  Benjamin  Bell  and  Richard  Kent  the  survivors  of  the  said 
trustees  : It  is  witnessed,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in  them  by  the 
said  will,  they  the  said  Benjamin  Bell  and  Richard  Kent  elected  the  said  John 
Pearson,  William  Ashforth,  and  Benjamin  Bell  the  younger,  into  the  said  trust; 
and  it  was  thereby  further  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  the  said  sum  of 
48/.  paid  to  the  said  John  Marriott,  he  the  said  John  Marriott,  at  the  request 
and  by  the  direction  of  the  said  Benjamin  Bell  and  Richard  Kent,  thereby 
granted,  bargained  and  sold,  aliened  and  confirmed,  and  the  said  Benjamin  Bell 
and  Richard  Kent  thereby  granted  and  confirmed  unto  the  said  Benjamin  Bell, 

Richard  Kent,  John  Pearson,  William  Ashforth,  and  Benjamin  Bell  the  younger, 
and  their  heirs,  a messuage,  smithy,  garden,  and  piece  or  parcel  of  ground,  with 
the  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  at  Attercliffe,  theretofore  in  the  possession 
of  John  Bartholomew,  to  hold  the  same  unto  and  to  the  use  of  the  said  Benjamin 
Bell,  Richard  Kent,  John  Pearson,  William  Ashforth,  and  Benjamin  Bell  the 
younger,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust  to  pay  and  apply  the  yearly  rents 
and  produce  thereof  when  and  as  the  same  should  be  received  in  the  manner  in 
the  said  will  directed  concerning  the  said  sum  of  50/.  and  the  produce  thereof. 

The  premises  mentioned  in  the  deed,  which  appears  to  consist  of  little  more 
than  a small  tenement,  are  let  by  the  trustees  to  John  Wood,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  3/.  10  s.  a year,  and  the  rent  is  paid  to  the  master  of  the  school  at  Grimes- 
thorpe, for  which  he  teaches  six  poor  children  to  read. 

A small  piece  of  ground  was  awarded  on  the  inclosure,  in  respect  of  the 
above  premises,  but  being  of  little  value,  the  trustees  sold  or  gave  up  their  inte- 
rest therein,  for  the  sum  of  11/.  5 s.,  which  money  is  lodged  in  the  savings-bank 
at  Sheffield,  and  the  interest  not  being  called  for  has  been  left  to  accumulate. 

Fell’s  Gift. — Elizabeth  Fell,  of  New  Hall,  in  the  parish  of  Sheffield,  by  her 
Will,  dated  the  18th  of  March  1793,  proved  in  the  Exchequer  court  of  York 
the  14th  February  1795,  willed  and  directed  that  her  executor  should,  within 
one  year  next  after  her  decease,  place  out  the  sum  of  300  /.  upon  government 
or  real  security,  or  securities,  at  his  descretion,  upon  the  trusts  following,  that 
is  to  say ; that  he  should  pay  the  interest,  produce,  and  profits  which  should 
arise  from  the  same  sum,  towards  the  support  of  a Sunday-school,  to  be  kept 
up  in  the  township  of  Brightside  Bierlow,  in  the  parish  of  Sheffield,  for  the 
instruction  of  poor  children  there.  And  she  willed  and  directed  that  her  said 
executor  should,  within  one  year  next  after  her  decease,  put  and  place  out  the 
sum  of  250/.,  upon  government  or  real  security,  or  securities,  at  his  discretion, 
and  pay  and  apply  the  interest,  produce,  and  profits,  which  should  yearly  arise 
from  the  same  sum,  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
township  of  Brightside  Bierlow  for  the  time  being,  to  be  distributed  by  them 
amongst  the  poor  widows  and  widowers,  and  old  housekeepers  of  the  said  town- 
ship, at  the  workhouse  of  the  said  township  every  St.  John’s-day  in  every 
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year;  and  she  appointed  Richard  Swallow,  of  New  Hall,  esq.  executor  of  her 
will. 

The  interest  of  the  two  legacies,  at  the  rate  of  5-per-cent,  appears  to  have  been 
paid  by  Mr.  Swallow  in  his  lifetime,  and  since  his  death  by  his  son  and  ex- 
ecutor, Richard  Swallow,  of  Brightside  Bierlow,  esq.  to  the  overseers  of  the 
poor,  until  the  commencement  of  the  suit  in  Chancery  hereafter  noticed  ; and 
the  interest  of  the  legacy  of  250/.  was  distributed  among  poor  persons,  and  that 
of  the  legacy  of  300/.  was  paid  to  the  master  of  the  Grimesthorpe  school,  for 
keeping  a Sunday-school  there,  but  we  have  not  found  what  precise  sum  is  now 
due  from  Mr.  Swallow  on  account  of  interest ; he  however  contends  he  is  not 
liable  to  continue  to  pay  interest  at  the  same  rate. 

The  Sunday-school  since  its  commencement,  which  appears  to  have  been 
some  time  before  Mrs.  Fell’s  death,  has  been  kept  at  the  school  at  Grimes- 
thorpe, and  it  is  attended,  as  we  are  informed,  by  nearly  100  children. 

There  has  been  much  disagreement  of  late  among  the  inhabitants  of  Bright- 
side Bierlow,  respecting  the  direction  of  the  school,  and  the  charities  connected 
therewith,  which  has  been  enhanced  by  feelings  arising  from  difference  of 
opinion  on  religious  subjects,  many  of  the  inhabitants  being  dissenters,  and  by 
a disposition  to  disconnect,  or  keep  disconnected,  the  township  of  Brightside 
Bierlow  from  the  chapelry  of  Attercliffe,  lest  the  inhabitants  of  the  township 
should  be  rendered  liable  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  a chapel  or 
church  at  Attercliffe,  lately  erected  under  the  direction  of  the  commissioners 
for  building  new  churches. 

At  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Brightside  Bierlow,  held  in  February  1805, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  appointment  of  a schoolmaster  should  be  vested  in  the 
minister  for  the  time  being  of  Attercliffe  chapel,  the  churchwarden  and  over- 
seers of  the  poor  for  the  time  being  of  the  township  of  Brightside  Bierlow, 
the  above-named  Mr.  Swallow,  and  two  gentlemen  who  should  have  contributed 
towards  erecting  the  new  school-room,  to  be  appointed  by  the  subscribers  at 
large ; and  at  a subsequent  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Brightside  Bierlow, 
held  the  4th  March  1805,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  said  minister  of  Attercliffe 
chapel,  and  the  churchwarden  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Brightside  Bierlow, 
the  said  Mr.  Richard  Swallow,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Sayle,  and  Mr.  William  Beard- 
shaw,  should  be  appointed  trustees,  and  invested  with  full  powers  as  such  ; and 
on  the  21st  March  1805  the  persons  so  nominated  as  trustees  elected  a master, 
who  thenceforth  kept  the  school  till  January  1813,  when  the  place  being  vacant, 
the  then  minister,  churchwarden,  and  overseers,  and  the  persons  so  nominated 
as  trustees,  appear  to  have  appointed  Mr.  Richard  Huldart  master  of  the  school, 
and  he  continued  to  hold  the  place  until  his  death,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1824,  or  the  beginning  of  1825. 

In  January  1825  a meeting  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Brightside 
Bierlow  was  held,  at  which  it  was  resolved  by  them  that  the  management  of 
Grimesthorpe  school  should  be  intrusted  to  residents  and  rate-payers  within  the 
township  ; that  it  did  not  appear  to  the  meeting  that  the  minister  of  Attercliffe 
was  either  a rate-payer,  or  resident  within  the  township  of  Brightside  Bierlow, 
and  therefore  the  meeting  (disclaiming  all  other  reasons)  was  of  opinion  that 
such  minister  ought  not  to  be  a trustee  of  the  school,  and  that  all  former  orders 
by  which  he  was  appointed  should  be  rescinded  as  far  as  they  applied  to  such  his 
appointment ; and  that  Mr.  Joseph  Read  and  Mr.  William  Wilkinson  should 
be  appointed  trustees  in  the  room  of  Mr.  William  Beardshaw,  then  deceased, 
and  the  minister  of  Attercliffe  chapel,  to  act  with  the  churchwarden  and  over- 
seers of  the  poor  for  the  time  being,  and  Mr.  Swallow  and  Mr.  Sayle  the  re- 
maining trustees. 

The  minister  of  Attercliffe  chapel  and  Mr.  Swallow  were  not  present  at  the 
last-mentioned  meeting,  and  have  not  concurred  in  or  acknowledged  the  va- 
lidity of  the  resolutions  passed  thereat ; on  the  contrary,  they  dispute  and 
oppose  the  right  of  interference  of  the  persons  assembled  at  the  meeting. 

In  February  1826,  Mr.  Huldart,  the  master  of  the  school,  being  then  dead, 
and  his  daughter,  Miss  Huldart,  being  in  possession  of  the  school-house  and 
school,  and  the  persons  nominated  as  trustees  at  the  last-named  meeting 
having  elected  and  appointed  Mr.  Thomas  Swan,  the  present  schoolmaster,  to 
be  master  of  the  school,  a notice  in  writing,  signed  by  the  last-named 
persons  as  trustees,  was  delivered  to  Miss  Huldart,  requiring  her  to  leave  the 

school 
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school  and  school-premises,  in  order  that  the  said  Thomas  Swan  might  com-  Brightside  Bierlow. 

mence  the  duties  incident  to  his  appointment;  and  Miss  Huldart  not  having  

complied  with  this  requisition,  or  with  another  requisition  that  she  should  give 

up  possession  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk’s  agent,  some  of  the  persons  so  acting  as  tions  fo’r  Education" 

trustees,  with  the  assistance  of  others,  on  or  about  the  16th  February  1826,  continued.  ■ 

went  to  the  school-house  and  turned  Miss  Huldart,  with  her  goods  and  furniture,  ' ^ ' 

out  of  the  school-buildings.  This  proceeding  was  followed  by  an  indictment 
being  preferred  at  the  sessions  against  the  parties  concerned,  for  forcibly  putting 
Miss  Huldart  out  of  possession,  for  a riotous  assembly,  and  an  assault ; and  upon 
the  trial  the  parties  were  found  guilty,  and  were  afterwards  fined  in  the  sum  of 
Is.  each. 


In  1826  an  information  and  bill  was  filed  in  the  court  of  Chancery,  in  which 
John  Stopford  Taylor,  the  then  chapelwarden,  and  Samuel  Redfern,  and  William 
Pass,  the  then  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Brightside  Bierlow,  were  informants 
and  plaintiffs  against  the  said  Richard  Swallow,  whereby,  after  stating  the  will 
of  the  said  Elizabeth  Fell  as  to  the  two  charitable  legacies  or  donations  of  300/. 
and  250/.,  and  that  Richard  Swallow  the  elder,  her  executor,  had  proved  the 
will,  and  retained  the  said  legacies,  and  had  paid  the  yearly  sum  of  12/.  10s.  to  the 
churchwardens  and  overseer  of  the  poor  of  Brightside  Bierlow,  and  15/.  a year 
towards  the  support  of  a Sunday-school  kept  in  the  township  of  Brightside 
Bierlow,  and  that  by  his  will  he  appointed  his  son,  the  said  Richard  Swallow  the 
defendant,  his  sole  executor,  who  had  proved  his  will,  and  that  the  said  de- 
fendant, Richard  Swallow,  had  afterwards  paid  the  said  annual  sums  for  some 
time,  but  had  then  lately  refused  to  pay  the  same,  and  stating  that  the  relators 
and  other  persons  were  trustees  of  the  said  Sunday-school,  and  charging,  that  if 
the  two  sums  of  300/.  and  250/.,  of  which  as  alleged  the  defendant,  Richard 
Swallow,  had  possessed  himself,  had  been  invested  in  3-per-cent  annuities 
within  one  year  after  the  testatrix’s  death,  the  annuity  purchased  would  have 
produced  a larger  income  than  would  arise  from  the  investment  thereof  in  such 
Bank  annuities  at  that  time,  it  was  prayed,  that  an  account  might  be  taken  of  the 
legacies  and  the  interest  thereof,  and  that  other  relief  grounded  upon  the  state- 
ments in  the  information  and  bill  might  be  granted  by  the  court.  Mr.  Swallow, 
by  his  answer  to  the  information  and  bill,  stated,  among  other  things,  that  he  had 
on  the  13th  May  1823  invested  the  sum  of  500/.,  the  amount  of  the  two  lega- 
cies, in  the  purchase  of  551/.  11  s.,  new  4-per-cent  annuities,  which  produced  an 
annual  dividend  of  22/.  4 s.  4 c/.,  out  of  which  the  defendant  had  made  certain 
payments  as  therein  mentioned  ; that  the  persons  who  had  assumed  to  themselves 
the  management  of  the  Sunday-school  had  been  for  the  most  part  dissenters,  or 
persons  professing  or  attached  to  sectarian  principles  ; and  that  they,  or  some  of 
them  had  contrived  that  the  name  of  the  officiating  minister  of  the  episcopal 
chapel  of  the  said  township  should  not  be  included  amongst  those  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  said  school ; and  that,  as  the  defendant  believed,  the  persons  then 
assuming  to  act  as  trustees  of  the  school,  other  than  the  defendant,  had  been 
unduly  and  improperly  appointed  ; and  he  submitted,  that  the  interest  of  the 
said  300/.  was  not  applicable  to  the  support  of  any  particular  Sunday-school  in 
the  township. 

The  investment  of  the  two  sums  of  300/.  and  250/.  mentioned  in  the  answer, 
was  merely  a purchase  of  stock  made  by  Mr.  Swallow  in  his  own  name,  without 
any  specific  appropriation,  and  the  stock  so  purchased  is  part  of  a larger  quantity 
of  stock  standing  in  Mr.  Swallow’s  name. 

No  further  proceedings  have  yet  taken  place  in  the  suit. 

It  appears  to  us  that  the  school  is  properly  conducted  by  the  present  master, 
both  as  a day-school  and  a Sunday-school,  and  that  however  questionable  the 
validity  of  his  appointment  may  be,  the  case  does  not  require  his  removal,  and 
indeed  it  does  not  appear  that  his  removal  is  desired  by  any  of  the  conflicting 
parties  ; and  we  think  it  desirable  that  the  school,  and  the  several  charities 
above  mentioned,  should  remain  united  or  consolidated  as  they  have  hitherto 
wholly  or  partially  been,  and  that  if  possible  the  whole  should  be  placed  under 
the  direction  or  management  of  trustees,  duly  authorized  and  appointed. 

It  also  appears  to  us,  that  the  determination  of  the  question,  whether  Mr. 
Swallow  should  be  liable  for  the  difference  between  the  pecuniary  amount  of 
the  legacies,  and  the  value  of  the  stock  which  might  have  been  purchased  with 
them,  if  they  had  been  laid  out  at  an  earlier  period,  was  not  the  main  object  of 
the  suit,  but  that  the  suit  was  a party  proceeding  ; and  that  it  is  not  calculated 
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Brightside  Bierlow.  to  accomplish  all  the  purposes  for  which  a suit  may  be  expedient  in  this  case, 

and  that  it  should  therefore  be  discontinued. 

The  Grimesthorpe  Considering  the  small  value  of  these  charities,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
tionsfor Education*  state  Part7  ^eeling  among  the  inhabitants  renders  it  impossible  to  carry  into 
continued.  ’ effect,  by  amicable  agreement,  what  it  appears  to  us  the  interest  of  these  charities 

' 1 requires,  but  we  can  suggest  no  other  method  of  accomplishing  the  object  we 

have  mentioned,  or  of  determining  the  different  questions  that  have  arisen  in 
this  case,  than  that  of  an  application  to  a court  of  equity. 


Fulwood  School. 


Fulwood,  and 
Upper  Hallam. 


Fu  wood  School. 


By  Indenture,  dated  the  31st  July  1783,  reciting  that  John  Fox,  in  or  about 
the  year  1720,  had  given  and  bequeathed  150/.  for  the  maintenance  of  a schoo  1 
master,  to  teach  children  to  read  and  write  in  the  then  new-erected  school  in 
Fulwood  ; and  that  William  Roncksley,  by  his  Will,  dated  the  9th  October  1723, 
gave  30/.  for  the  use  of  a school  in  Fulwood,  for  which  four  children  of  the 
poorer  sort  should  be  taught  to  read  English  only,  to  be  chosen  out  of  Fulwood 
by  Humphrey  Wardley  and  John  Wardley,  otherwise  John  Roncksley,  and  their 
heirs,  and  for  want  of  such  heirs,  by  the  feoffees  or  trustees  of  the  said  school ; 
and  that  Mary  Roncksley  and  others  had  given  35/.  for  the  use  of  the  school, 
and  that  the  said  several  sums  amounted  together  to  215  /.  had  been  placed  out 
at  interest,  and  the  interest  applied  towards  the  support  of  a master  of  the  said 
school,  and  that  John  Wardley  as  surviving  trustee  for  the  school,  and  as  heir 
at  law  of  the  said  Humphrey  Wardley,  had  appointed  William  Woodhouse  and 
three  others  to  be  joint  trustees  with  him  in  the  management  of  the  school,  and 
that  they  the  said  John  Wardley  and  his  co-trustees  had  agreed  with  Ben- 
jamin Hall  for  the  purchase  of  the  premises  after  mentioned,  then  mort- 
gaged to  Joseph  Housley  for  200/.,  at  or  for  the  sum  of  240/.  towards 
payment  of  which  the  said  sum  of  215/.  was  intended  to  be  applied,  and  30/. 
had  been  borrowed  to  make  up  the  purchase-money  and  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  purchase ; the  said  Benjamin  Hall  and  John  Housley,  in  consideration 
of  240/.,  conveyed  and  confirmed  to  the  said  John  Wardley  and  five  other 
persons,  who  had  been  chosen  by  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Fulwood, 
as  trustees  for  the  management  of  the  said  school,  a messuage  called 
Wadefield  House,  near  Stannington,  in  the  parish  of  Ecclesfield,  with  its  out- 
buildings and  appurtenances,  and  five  closes  near  Stannington,  called  the  Croft, 
and  the  Four  Wadefields,  containing  by  estimation  four  acres,  upon  trust,  out 
of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  discharge  the  said  sum  of  30/.  with  interest, 
and  to  apply  a competent  part  of  the  rents  and  profits  for  the  support  of  a 
master  in  the  said  school,  for  regularly  teaching  18  poor  children  of  the  town- 
ship of  Fulwood  and  Hallum,  to  read  and  write  English ; provided  that  the 
trustees  should  retain  sufficient  part  of  the  rents  for  keeping  the  school  in 
repair ; and  it  was  declared  that  the  school-house  and  premises  in  Fulwood 
should  be  always  used  as  a public  school,  wherein  the  poor  children  should  be 
taught  as  aforesaid,  under  such  regulations  as  the  trustees  should  appoint,  and 
that  when  all  the  trustees  except  three  should  be  dead,  the  survivors  should 
elect  out  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Fulwood  two  new  trustees  to 
make  up  the  number  of  five,  and  should  convey  the  said  messuage,  lands,  and 
hereditaments,  together  with  their  interest  in  the  school-house  in  Fulwood,  to 
the  use  of  themselves  and  the  new-chosen  trustees. 

Of  the  trustees  appointed  by  the  above  deed  Mr.  J.  Fox  is  the  only  survivor; 
five  new  trustees  however  were  elected  some  time  ago  by  the  old  trustees  then 
living,  but  the  premises  have  not  been  conveyed  to  the  use  of  the  present  trus- 
tees as  they  ought  to  have  been. 

The  property  mentioned  in  the  deed  is  held  by  Matthew  Lowe,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of  13/.  13s.,  which  appears  to  be  somewhat  below 
the  present  actual  annual  value. 

The  school  is  kept  in  a school-house  at  Fulwood,  which  is  repaired  at  the 
expense  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  township,  and  the  master,  who  receives  the 
whole  of  the  rent  as  his  salary,  teaches  18  poor  children  appointed  by  the  trus- 
tees to  read,  and  such  of  them  as  are  fit  for  it  to  write,  and  he  teaches  other 
scholars  at  the  charge  of  their  parents. 
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CHAPELRY  OF  ECCLESALL. 
TOWNSHIP  OF  ECCLESALL. 


Poors  Land. 

The  sums  of  20/.  bequeathed  by  John  Bright  for  20  poor  housekeepers,  40  /. 
given  by  Henry  Young  for  the  poor,  and  60/.  given  by  John  Bright  for  provid- 
ing bread,  to  be  given  in  Ecclesall  chapel  to  poor  persons  on  four  Sundays  in 
the  year,  were  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a close  of  3 a.  2r.  5 p.  called  the 
Carr  Field,  in  the  township  of  Ecclesall,  which  is  let  by  the  chapelwarden  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  to  William  Spooner,  on  lease  for  21  years  from  Lady-day 
1826,  at  the  yearly  rent  11/.,  being  the  full  annual  value. 

The  sum  of  2/.  a year,  part  of  the  rent,  is  distributed  in  bread  on  four  Sun- 
davs  in  the  year  at  the  chapel,  and  the  remainder  is  distributed  among  the 
poor  as  a dole  on  St.  Thomas’s-day. 

The  rent  of  a piece  of  ground  adjoining  the  workhouse  in  Ecclesall,  contain- 
ing 1r.  23  p.,  has  for  many  years  been  appropriated  to  the  benefit  of  poor  per- 
sons. The  land  is  let  by  the  chapelwarden  and  overseers  at  the  rent  of  1/.  4s. 
a year,  but  a small  part  of  the  ground  having  lately  been  taken  for  the  site  of  an 
additional  building  to  the  workhouse,  a deduction  will  be  made  from  the  rent, 
and  the  difference  is  to  be  made  up  from  the  poors  rates.  The  rent  is  distri- 
buted as  a dole  on  St.  Thomas’s-day. 


Ecclesall. 

Poors  Land. 

V _ ) 


Lee’s  and  Crawshaw’s  Doles. 

In  satisfaction  of  50/.  given  by  Roger  Lee  in  1683,  for  12  of  the  most  aged 
poor  persons  in  the  township  of  Ecclesall,  and  of  10/.  given  by  William  Craw- 
shave  for  the  like  purpose,  Dr.  George  Lee,  by  his  Will  in  1719,  charged  a close 
in  Little  Sheffield,  called  Burton  Field,  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Cecil,  with 
the  payment  of  31.  a year,  of  which  annuity  the  sum  of  2/.  10s.,  is  yearly 
given  by  the  chapelwarden  and  overseers  in  pensions  to  12  poor  persons, 
and  the  sum  of  10s.  is  annually  given  in  the  same  manner  to  12  other  poor 
persons. 

Yates’s  and  Bagshaw’s  Gift. 

The  sums  of  10/.  given  by  John  Yates  for  the  poor,  and  10/.  given  by  Robert 
Bagshaw  for  10  poor  widows,  were  applied  towards  building  a workhouse,  and 
1/.  a year  is  paid  as  interest  of  the  benefactions  out  of  the  poor  rates,  10s. 
thereof  being  distributed  as  a dole,  with  part  of  the  rent  of  the  poors  land,  and 
10s.  being  distributed  among  20  poor  widows,  conformably  to  long-established 
usage. 

Savage’s  Gift. 

The  sum  of  5/.  a year,  given  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Savage , by  his  Will  in 
1782,  for  teaching  eight  poor  children  at  a school  in  the  township  of  Ecclesall 
called  Sharrow  School,  is  paid  by  William  Rushby,  esquire,  as  a charge  upon 
land  at  Neepsend.  The  vicar  of  Sheffield,  the  curate  of  Ecclesall,  and  William 
Wilson,  of  Sharrow  Moor,  esquire,  are  trustees  of  the  charity.  The  annuity  is 
paid  to  the  master  of  Sharrow  school  for  the  instruction  of  eight  poor  children 
in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 

The  master  of  the  school  occupies  a dwelling-house,  school,  and  about  half  an 
acre  of  ground  adjoining.  The  site  of  the  school-premises  is  held  under  Earl 
Fitzwilliam,  at  an  acknowledgment  of  6d.  a year,  and  the  buildings  are  repaired 
out  of  the  township-rates. 


Lee’s  and  Craw- 
shaw’s Doles. 


Y ates’s  and  Bag- 
shaw’s Gift. 


Savage’s  Gift. 


Wolstenholme’s,  Turie’s,  and  Bagshaw’s  Gifts. 

The  following  benefactions,  namely,  10/.  given  by  Joseph  Wolstenholme  for  YVoIstenholme's, 
teaching  a child  at  Sharrow  school ; 40/.  given  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Turie  for  Turies^ and  Bag- 
teaching six  poor  children  of  Ecclesall;  and  40/.  given  by  Robert  Bagshaxv  shaws  Gilts, 
for  teaching  six  poor  children  at  Sharrow  school,  appear  to  have  been  laid  out, 
or  applied  for  public  purposes  of  the  township,  and  the  yearly  sum  of  4/.  10  s. 
is  paid  as  interest  out  of  the  rates  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Sharrow  school. 

The  schoolmaster  used  to  teach  six  poor  children  on  account  of  the  stipend, 
but  the  late  master  being  inattentive,  the  children  were  withdrawn  from  the 
school,  and  taught  to  read  at  the  workhouse,  and  that  number  of  children  still 

4 G 4 continues 
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Lost  Benefaction. 


Ecclesall  Bierlow. 
Marshall’s  Gift. 


Nether  Hallam. 

The  Crookside 
School. 
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continues  to  be  taught  there  ; the  present  master  of  Sharrow  school,  however, 
continues  to  receive  the  stipend  of  4/.  10  s.  a year,  having  been  given  to  under- 
stand on  his  appointment  that  he  should  receive  that  annual  sum,  together  with 
the  51.  a year  under  Savage’s  gift,  for  teaching  the  eight  poor  children  whom 
he  instructs  at  Sharrow  school. 

Lost  Benefaction. 

No  account  can  be  given  of  a sum  of  10/.  given  by  John  Fisher  in  1767  for 
poor  widows. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  ECCLESALL  BIERLOW. 

Marshall’s  Gift. 

Thomas  Marshall,  by  Will,  in  1729,  charged  a house  and  land,  called  Tenter 
House,  in  Ecclesall,  now  belonging  to  Mrs.  Sil cocks,  with  2/.  a year  for  the 
education  of  six  poor  children  in  Upper  Ecclesall,  and  the  annuity  is  paid  to 
the  master  of  a school  at  Broad  Oak  Green  for  instructing  six  poor  children, 
appointed  by  the  chapelwardens,  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 

The  school  stands  on  ground  held  under  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  at  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  3 5.  a year. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  NETHER  HALLAM. 

The  Crookside  School. 

By  Indenture,  dated  the  1st  July  1786,  reciting  that  William  Roncksley  had, 
by  Will,  dated  the  29th  October  1723,  bequeathed  100/.  for  the  use  of  a school 
to  be  built  in  or  near  Crooks,  in  the  parish  of  Sheffield,  for  teaching  12  children 
of  the  poorer  sort,  to  be  chosen  out  of  Crooks  and  the  neighbourhood,  to  read 
English  only  ; and  had  willed  that  William  Jessop,  of  Broom  Hall,  esquire,  and 
his  heirs,  should  place  and  displace  both  the  master  of  the  school  and  the  12 
poor  children,  and  had  heirs  failing,  the  whole  trust  and  power  should  be 
committed  to  the  burgesses  for  the  free-school  in  Sheffield  ; and  further  recit- 
ing, that  in  the  year  1753  the  greatest  part  of  the  sum  of  100/.  was  laid  out  in 
the  purchase  of  a small  copyhold  estate  at  Crooks  Moorside,  in  the  names  of 
John  Spooner  and  John  Jackson,  and  others,  then  deceased,  and  in  the  purchase 
of  three  cottages  at  Crooks  Moorside,  held  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Eccle- 
sall, by  the  yearly  rent  of  6d.,  and  that  the  copyhold  estate  had  been  enfran- 
chised ; the  said  John  Spooner  and  John  Jackson  conveyed  the  freehold 
part  of  the  premises,  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  of  Jonathan  Hague,  Francis 
Hoole,  and  Joshua  Spooner  and  their  heirs,  and  also  bargained  and  sold 
the  three  cottages  at  Crooks  Moorside  to  the  same  parties,  their  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits,  after 
deducting  for  repairs,  taxes  and  charges,  to  such  person  as  should  be  employed 
as  a master,  to  teach  12  children  according  to  the  will  of  William  Roncksley ; 
and,  upon  further  trust,  that  as  any  four  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors 
should  elect  four  others,  substantial  persons  inhabiting  in  or  near  Crooks,  to  be 
trustees  with  the  survivors,  and  should  convey  and  assign  the  premises  to  the 
use  of  the  surviving  and  new-elected  trustees. 

Mr.  Joshua  Spooner  and  Mr.  F.  Hoole  are  the  two  surviving  trustees  named 
in  the  above-mentioned  deed. 

The  property  consists  of  seven  cottages,  with  gardens  to  four  of  them,  which 
are  let  at  rents  amounting  together  to  22/.  7 s.  6d.  a year.  The  premises  are 
worth  about  26/.  a year,  but  the  buildings  are  old,  and  the  tenants  poor,  and 
there  is  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  payment  of  rent.  The  master  himself  col- 
lects the  rents,  and  the  trustees  do  not  appear  to  have  given  him  proper  assistance 
in  enforcing  the  payment  of  what  is  due. 

There  are  a school  and  dwelling-house  belonging  to  the  charity,  and  a small 
piece  of  ground  of  about  half  an  acre  adjoining,  part  of  which  is  used  as  a play- 
ground, and  the  rest  is  in  the  occupation  of  the  master.  A11  old  school  was 
built  with  part  of  the  money  given  by  the  founder,  William  Roncksley  ; but  the 
present  school  and  school-house  were  built  in  1791  with  264/.,  contributed  by 
various  subscribers,  and  the  old  school  was  then  converted  into  a dwelling- 
house  for  the  master.  The  land  adjoining  the  school-premises  was  awarded  to 
the  school  on  the  Hallam  inclosure  in  or  about  1794. 
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The  master’s  salary,  allowed  by  the  trustees,  is  18/.  a year,  but  as  he  has  laid 
out  money  in  repairs,  there  was  clue  to  him  at  the  time  of  this  Inquiry  a balance 
of  13/.  185.  4 d. 

The  master  teaches  30  children  as  free-scholars  to  read,  the  number  having 
been  increased  from  time  to  time  by  the  direction  of  the  trustees.  He  teaches 
those  scholars  to  write,  making  a charge  for  such  instruction  to  their  parents, 
and  he  has  also  pay-scholars  attending  his  school. 

In  pursuance  of  our  recommendation  new  trustees  are  about  to  be  appointed, 
and  we  have  recommended  the  adoption  of  some  regulations,  which  it  appeared 
to  us  would  be  likely  to  operate  to  the  benefit  of  the  schoolmaster  and  the 
school,  but  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  state. 


Nether  Hallam, 


The  Crookside 
School, 
continued. 


The  Upper  Heely  School. 

A building  which  was  erected  upon  the  waste  at  Upper  Heely  has  for  many  The  Upper  Heely 
years  been  used  as  a school  for  the  children  of  the  place  and  neighbourhood,  School, 
the  master  being  appointed  by  the  inhabitants. 

Thomas  Chapman,  by  his  Will,  dated  the  5th  June  1801,  directed  his  trustee 
therein  named  to  place  out  150/.  at  interest,  or  to  pay  the  same,  or  transfer 
the  securities  for  the  same,  to  the  persons  who  might  be  trustees  of  the  school 
at  Upper  Heely,  upon  trust,  to  apply  the  interest  thereof  towards  teaching  and 
instructing  in  useful  learning  at  the  school,  such  a number  of  poor  children  as 
the  persons  to  whom  the  said  150/.,  or  securities,  should  be  paid  or  transferred, 
should  think  proper. 

The  legacy  was  paid  in  1807  by  the  surviving  trustee  named  in  the  will,  to 
the  persons  who  had  been  chosen  by  him  and  the  inhabitants  of  Heely,  at  a 
meeting,  to  be  trustees  of  the  charity,  and  in  January  1808,  the  legacy,  with 
a small  additional  sum  contributed  by  some  of  the  trustees  and  other  indi- 
viduals, was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  250/.  three-per-cent  Consols,  in  the 
names  of  Mr.  Peter  Brownell,  James  Kirkby,  Rowland  Hodgson,  and  Joseph 
Nowell,  upon  trust,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  will ; and  the  three  first- 
named  individuals,  together  with  Samuel  Shore,  esquire,  are  the  present  trustees 
of  the  charity  and  school. 

The  sum  of  30/.,  due  for  interest  of  the  legacy,  was  also  paid  in  1807  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Nowell,  one  of  the  persons  chosen  trustees,  in  order  that  he  might 
apply  a sufficient  part  in  defraying  the  expense  of  preparing  a deed  of  declara- 
tion of  trust  respecting  the  charity-fund,  but  he  died  without  applying  or 
paying  the  money,  and  it  is  considered  impracticable  to  recover  it. 

The  site  of  the  school,  and  a piece  of  ground  adjoining,  which  had  been  used 
as  a play-ground,  containing  altogether  5208  square  yards,  were  purchased  in 
1808  from  the  lord  of  the  manor  by  the  trustees,  with  2 51.  raised  by  subscrip- 
tion ; and  the  trustees  have  since  let  part  of  the  play-ground  for  small  gardens, 
at  rents  amounting  together  to  10/.  85.  a year,  which  however  there  is  some 
difficulty  in  getting  paid  with  regularity,  and  the  rents,  together  with  the 
dividends  of  the  stock,  (7/.  10s.  a year,)  are  applied,  after  deducting  such 
small  charges  as  are  necessary  for  repairs  of  the  school,  &c.  as  a fund  for  the 
instruction  of  poor  children  sent  to  the  school,  the  master  receiving  for  each 
child  the  same  quarterage  as  he  receives  from  the  parents  of  other  children  who 
attend  the  school,  and  the  number  of  poor  scholars  thus  instructed  is  about  18. 

At  present  one  of  the  trustees  is  in  advance  on  account  of  the  charity. 


PARISH  OF  TODWICH. 


Poors  Money. 

The  sum  of  30/.,  the  amount  of  certain  benefactions  for  the  poor,  was  placed 
out  at  interest,  and  interest  thereon  at  five-per-cent  was  for  some  time  paid  by 
the  late  John  Garland,  esq.  of  Woodhall,  near  Barnsley,  until  his  death  in 
1810.  After  Mr.  Garland's  death,  the  interest  was  paid  by  Mr.  George  Fox, 
one  of  his  executors,  and  in  1813  he  paid  31.  for  two  years  interest,  but  no 
interest  has  been  since  paid,  and  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Skelton,  the  executors,  are 
both  lately  dead.  An  application  was  made  to  Mr.  Fox  in  1818  for  payment  of 
interest,  but  he  refused  it  on  the  ground  that  no  security  or  acknowledgment 
for  the  principal  money  could  be  produced.  John  Garland,  the  younger,  esq. 
Rep.  19.  4 H who 


Todwicb. 
Poors  Money. 
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Todwick.  who  was  the  residuary  legatee  named  in  the  will  of  the  above-named  Mr.  Gar- 
t»oo>  ~M~nc  land>  his  grandfather,  was  applied  to,  when  he  came  of  age,  for  payment  of  the 
~'°Tntinued?'  sum  °f  SO/,  and  interest  then  due,  and  it  is  stated  he  was  then  willing  to  pay 

^ the  principal  money,  but  the  minister  of  the  parish  having  declined  to  receive 

it  without  the  arrears  of  interest,  the  offer  was  withdrawn,  and  Mr.  Garland 
has  since  declined  to  pay  either  principal  or  interest,  on  the  ground  alleged, 
that  the  executors  did  not  account  for  or  pay  to  him  any  part  of  his  grand- 
father’s residuary  personal  estate. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  Mr.  Garland’s  offer  to  pay  the  principal  was  not  accepted, 
as  we  are  unable  to  suggest  any  probable  means  of  now  recovering  the  fund. 


PARISH  OF  WADWORTH. 

Cartwright’s  Dole. 

[See  17th  Report,  p.  803.] 

Wadworth.  The  sum  of  13s.  4 d.  a year  is  received  under  this  charity  by  a poor  widow 

of  Wadworth,  nominated  by  the  vicar  of  the  parish. 

Cartwright’s  Dole.  J 1 

Poors  Money. 

Poors  Money.  By  an  entry  in  the  churchwardens  book  for  the  year  1738,  it  appears  that 
the  sum  of  15/.,  the  amount  of  several  ancient  benefactions  to  the  poor  of 
Wadworth,  was  laid  out  in  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  parish-church,  under  an 
agreement  of  the  inhabitants  in  vestry  that  the  yearly  interest  should  be  paid 
out  of  the  church-assessment,  to  be  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  on 
St.  Thomas’s-day. 

No  interest  appears  to  have  been  paid  for  many  years,  in  consequence,  pro- 
bably, of  neglect  or  oversight;  but  we  have  recommended,  and  expect  the 
payment  to  be  renewed  and  continued. 

Tofield’s  Dole. 

Tofield’s  Dole.  The  yearly  sum  of  Gs.  8 d.,  given  for  the  poor  by  John  Tqfield,  is  payable 
out  of  Flash  Hill  Close,  in  the  parish  of  Stainton,  the  property  of  William 
Walker,  esq. ; but  the  dole  has  not  been  paid  of  late,  Mr.  Walker,  who  but 
recently  became  possessed  of  the  estate,  of  which  the  close  is  a part,  being 
unacquainted  with  its  existence ; he  has  undertaken,  however,  to  renew  the 
payment,  that  the  money  may  be  distributed  among  the  poor  by  the  church- 
wardens. 


There  are  entries  in  a parish-book  of  a payment  for  the  poor  of  10s.  a year 
under  the  gift  of  Robert  Elwess,  but  we  cannot  discover  the  property,  or  the 
person  now  liable  to  the  payment. 


PARISH  OF  WALES. 


Wales. 

Poors  Allotment. 


Poors  Allotment. 

An  allotment  of  two  acres,  or  thereabouts,  which  was  set  apart  for  the  poor, 
on  an  inclosure,  is  let  for  2/.  a year,  being  about  the  fair  annual  value,  and  the 
rent  is  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  amongst  the  industrious  poor. 


Poors  Money. 

Poors  Money.  The  sum  of  38/.,  the  amount  of  donations  for  the  poor  by  the  late  Rev. 

T.  Hewitt  and  Mr.  Richard  Hanner , is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Shirt,  and 
the  interest  is  distributed  with  the  rent  of  the  allotment. 

Robinett’s  Dole. 

llobinett’s  Dole.  The  yearly  sum  of  10s.,  given  by  Thomas  Rohinett  for  the  poor,  is  paid  as 
a rentcharge  on  certain  copyhold  premises  in  this  parish  belonging  to  Miss  Ann 
Booth,  and  is  distributed  among  poor  persons  of  the  parish  of  Wales,  and  so 
much  of  the  parish  of  Treeton  as  lies  within  the  township  of  Wales,  according 
to  the  intention  of  the  donor. 
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Turie’s  Gift. 

A rentcliarge  of  51.  a year,  out  of  lands  at  Killamark,  in  the  county  of  Derby, 
in  the  occupation  of  Luke  Mallendar  and  William  Ward,  supposed  to  have 
been  given  by  a Mr.  Turie  for  the  education  of  poor  children  of  Wales,  is  paid 
to  a schoolmaster  for  teaching  five  poor  children  to  read  and  write. 


PARISH  OF  WHISTON. 

Mansel’s  Charity. 

Frances  Mansel,  by  Will,  dated  15th  September  1728,  charged  her  messuage 
and  lands  at  Tickhill  (now  the  property  of  John  Hirst,  esq.),  with  the  payment 
of  61.  a year  to  a schoolmaster  for  teaching  12  poor  children  of  Whiston,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  rector  and  churchwardens,  to  read,  write,  cast  accounts,  and  say 
the  catechism,  and  525.  a year  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  and  given  half  to  poor 
children,  and  half  to  poor  ancient  people  of  Whiston  frequenting  the  church  on 
Sundays  ; and  she  further  charged  the  premises  with  what  sum  might  be  ne- 
cessary to  buy  books  for  the  poor  children  whilst  at  school,  and  that  each  of 
them  might  have  a new  Bible  and  Whole  Duty  of  Man  when  able  to  read, 
write,  and  say  the  catechism. 

The  annuities  of  61.,  and  2 /.  12 5.  0 d.,  are  applied  in  the  way  directed  by  the 
testatrix,  but  the  number  of  scholars  taught  gratis  has  been  reduced  to  eight. 
Books  used  to  be  supplied  by  the  late  owner  of  the  property  charged  by  the 
will,  but  Mr.  Hirst  has  substituted  a payment  of  125.  a year,  and  as  that  sum 
is  scarcely  sufficient  to  supply  books  according  to  the  testatrix’s  intention,  we 
have  suggested  to  Mr.  Hirst  that  the  allowance  should  be  increased. 

Hammond’s  Donation. 

Mr.  Joseph  Hammond,  by  Will  and  Codicil,  dated  10th  and  22nd  April  1794, 
bequeathed  300/.  to  be  laid  out  by  his  executors  in  the  funds,  or  on  good  per- 
sonal security,  and  the  interest  and  dividends  thereof  to  be  received  and 
applied  by  the  rector  and  churchwardens  of  Whiston ; 525.  thereof  in  bread, 
to  be  distributed,  I5.  worth,  weekly,  on  Sundays,  among  the  poor  belonging 
to  the  parish,  and  the  residue  for  teaching  poor  children  in  the  school  at 
Whiston. 

The  legacy  was  laid  out  in  1807,  after  the  decease  of  the  late  rector,  in 
whose  hands  it  had  been  placed,  in  the  purchase  of  541/.  125.  6d.,  3-per-cent 
consols,  in  the  names  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Lacey,  the  present  rector, 
Mr.  Jonathan  Starkey,  since  deceased,  who  was  one  of  the  executors,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Hammond,  but  the  stock  was  sold  out  in  I8I7,  partly,  as  alleged, 
to  assist  the  parish  in  discharging  a debt  incurred  in  building  cottages  for  the 
poor,  and  partly  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  then  high  price  of  the 
funds  to  increase  the  master’s  income.  The  stock  was  sold  for  443/.  9 5.  2 d., 
of  which  100/.  was  advanced  to  the  parish  at  5 per-cent  interest,  payable  out 
of  the  rates,  and  the  residue  was  retained  at  the  same  rate  of  interest  by 
Mr.  Lacey,  but  he  has  since  advanced  100/.  thereof  to  Mr.  Hammond.  Appli- 
cations have  been  made  at  different  times  by  the  parishioners  to  the  rector  to 
repay  the  sum  of  343/.  95.  2 d.,  in  order  to  its  being  placed  out  on  proper 
security  and  in  September  1827,  Mr.  Lacey  signed  an  undertaking  to  pay  that 
sum  on  the  5th  of  April  1828,  in  order  that  it  might  be  laid  out  in  stock,  or  on 
mortgage,  in  the  names  of  himself  and  two  other  trustees,  and  if  this  undertak- 
ing be  not  performed,  it  may  be  proper  to  institute  proceedings  to  enforce 
payment  of  the  money. 

Interest  on  the  sums  of  100/.  and  343/.  95.  2 d.  at  5-per-cent,  has  been  paid 
and  applied  to  the  objects  mentioned  in  the  will,  and  the  master  of  the  school, 
for  the  stipend  paid  to  him,  instructs  twelve  poor  children  in  reading  and 
writing. 


Wales. 

Turies  Gift. 

v 


Whiston, 
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GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Hastings’  Charities. 

General  Charities.  By  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale  enrolled  in  Chancery,  dated  the  14th 
"”7"  . , December  1738,  the  Right  Honourable  Lady  Elizabeth  Hastings  conveyed  to  the 

a "VCh'arihes!nSS ' Honourable  John  Dawney,  Sir  John  Bland,  bart.,  Sir  William  Lowther,  bart., 

continual.  George  Crowle,  and  Richard  Wilson  the  younger,  esqrs.,  their  heirs  and 

assigns,  the  manor  of  Collingham,  (the  perpetual  advowson  of  the  vicarage  of 
Collingham  excepted),  and  all  her  estates  in  Collingham,  Compton,  and  Burton 
Salmon,  in  the  county  of  York  ; also  the  manor  of  Shadwell,  in  the  said  county, 
subject  to  a rentcharge  of  30/.  a year,  payable  thereout  to  St.  John  the 
Baptist’s  Hospital  in  Ledsham,  in  the  county  of  York,  founded  by  Sir  John 
Lewis,  and  a school-house,  and  piece  of  ground  adjoining,  in  Wyke,  in  the  said 
county ; an  orchard,  dovecote,  and  piece  of  ground  in  Ledsham,  laid  to  and 
enjoyed  with  the  vicarage-house  there  ; a house  at  Ledsham,  used  as  a school 
for  girls,  with  its  appurtenances,  and  three  crofts  near  adjoining  ; a house  used 
as  a school  for  boys  at  Ledsham,  and  the  garden  adjoining ; a school-house 

and  certain  messuages  and  lands,  open  and  inclosed,  in  Thorp  Arch,  in  the 

Ainsty  of  the  city  of  York,  and  also  a dwelling-house  and  garden  in  Collingham, 
and  a dwelling-house  used  for  a charity-school  in  Collingham,  or  Compton,  upon 
trust,  to  permit  the  premises  in  Thorp  Arch,  used  for  a charity-school,  and 
dwelling-house  for  the  master,  to  continue  to  be  used  for  those  purposes,  and 
the  grounds  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  master 
of  the  school  for  the  time  being  ; and  to  permit  the  house  and  piece  of  ground  in 
Wyke  to  be  used  as  a charity-school  and  dwelling-house  for  the  master  there  ; and 
as  to  the  house  and  garden  in  Collingham,  to  permit  the  master  of  the  charity- 
school  there  for  the  time  being  to  live  in  and  enjoy  the  same  ; and  as  to  the  mes- 
suage in  Collingham,  or  Compton,  used  as  a school,  to  permit  the  same  to  be  used 
for  a charity-school  there  ; and  as  to  the  premises  in  Ledsham,  laid  to  the  vicar- 
rage -house,  to  permit  the  vicar  of  the  church  of  Ledsham  for  the  time  being  to 
enjoy  the  same,  in  consideration  of  his  care  in  inspecting  the  charity-school  for  girls 
in  Ledsham  ; and  as  to  the  messuage,  garden,  and  appurtenances  at  Ledsham, 
used  as  a charity-school  for  boys,  and  a dwelling-house  for  the  master,  to  permit 
the  same  to  be  used  for  those  purposes  and  as  to  the  house  in  Ledsham  used  for 
a charity-school  for  girls,  with  its  appurtenances*  and  the  three  crofts,  to  per- 
mit the  house  to  be  used  for  a charity-school  for  girls,  and  the  appurtenances 
and  crofts  to  be  enjoyed  therewith  ; and  as  to  the  residue  of  the  several  estates 
and  premises,  upon  trust,  to  permit  the  then  vicars  of  Ledsham,  Thorp  Arch, 
and  Collingham,  and  the  succeeding  vicars  thereof,  to  receive  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  same,  and  apply  the  clear  monies  raised  thereby  for  the  purposes, 
and  in  the  manner  specified  in  the  schedules  to  the  deed  annexed. 

By  the  first  schedule  annexed  to  the  deed  it  was  directed  by  Lady  Elizabeth 
Hastings  that  the  following  payments  should  be  made  : 

The  yearly  sum  of  14  /.,  to  provide  bread  and  wine  for  monthly  sacraments 
in  the  parish-churches  of  Thorp  Arch,  Ledsham,  Collingham,  Thorner, 
Mirfield,  and  Abberford,  in  the  county  of  York,  and  How,  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  namely,  40s.  to  be  paid  to  the  minister  of  each  church,  and  the  over- 
plus to  be  laid  out  by  each  minister  in  bread,  to  be  given  on  New  Year’s-day 
to  such  of  the  poor  as  most  frequent  the  prayers  on  Wednesdays,  Fridays,  and 
holidays  : 

To  the  charity-school  at  Pontefract,  the  yearly  sum  of  51.  5s.,  to  be  paid  to 
the  vicar : 

To  the  charity-school  at  Abberford,  the  yearly  sum  of  51.  5 s.,  to  be  paid  to 
the  vicar : 

The  yearly  sum  of  10/.  to  the  charity-school  of  Melbourne,  in  the  county 
of  Derby,  to  be  paid  to  the  vicar : 

To  the  rector  of  How,  to  pay  a master  for  teaching  eight  poor  children  to 
read  and  write  in  the  parish  of  How,  and  for  want  of  such  a number  there,  to 
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be  made  up  out  of  the  parish  of  West  Porringland,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  General  Charities 

the  yearly  sum  of  51.  : Lad  - E~Tbs  ■ * 

To  the  charity-school  for  girls  of  poor  soldiers,  belonging  to  the  hospital  of  1 ^Charith^"^ 
Chelsea,  the  yearly  sum  of  10/.  10s.,  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  or  trustees  of  continued. 

the  school,  and  when  there  should  be  no  such  school  there,  to  be  paid  to  the  ' ^ y 

vicar  of  Pontefract  for  the  charity-school  at  Knottingly,  in  that  parish  : 

To  the  Bishop  of  the  Isle  of  Man  for  the  time  being,  20/.  a year,  to  be  by 
him  distributed  to  such  masters  or  mistresses  of  petty  schools  there  as  should 
not  receive  the  Royal  Bounty,  for  the  use  of  the  petty  schools  there,  in  the 
schedule  mentioned  : 

To  a schoolmaster  of  a charity-school  at  Wyke,  the  yearly  sum  of  51.,  until 
the  late  Mr.  Boulter’s  appointment  for  admitting  the  poor  children  of  Wyke 
into  his  school  at  Harewood  should  take  place,  and  from  that  time  to  be  added 
to  the  salary  of  the  charity-schoolmaster  at  Collingham  : 

To  the  mistress  of  the  charity-school  for  girls  in  Ledsham,  for  keeping  house 
for  and  maintaining  herself,  a maid-servant,  and  20  girls,  and  taking  care  of 
the  garden,  and  the  fences  of  the  three  crofts  adjoining  the  school-house,  over 
and  above  the  profits  of  the  crofts,  the  yearly  sum  of  82/.  by  quarterly  pay- 
ments : 

To  the  same  mistress,  for  clothing  yearly  two  girls  who  should  have  been 
10  years  in  the  school,  and  have  served  the  office  of  housewives  in  the  said 
school  two  of  those  10  years,  6/.  : 

To  the  same  mistress  the  yearly  sum  of  12/.,  with  which,  and  the  lG  /.  pro- 
posed to  he  earned  every  year  by  the  girls  and  maid-servant  by  spinning,  the 
mistress  should  clothe  the  20  girls  in  the  manner  therein  directed  : 

To  the  same  mistress,  to  enable  her  to  buy  articles  of  household  use  when 
necessary,  any  sum  not  exceeding  51.  in  any  one  year: 

To  the  vicar  of  Ledsham,  to  buy  books,  &c.  for  the  use  of  the  same  school, 
and  medicines  for  the  girls  when  sick,  &c.  the  yearly  sum  of  51 : 

To  the  mistress  of  the  same  school,  as  her  salary,  the  yearly  sum  of  10/: 

To  an  experienced  servant-maid  for  the  girls  school,  not  under  27  years  of  age, 
the  yearly  sum  of  4/.,  or  to  a school-maid,  the  sum  of  2/.  10s. : 

To  a superannuated  mistress  of  the  girls  school,  having  been  mistress  15  years, 
and  being  single,  the  yearly  sum  of  10/.; 

To  a master  of  a charity-school  at  Ledsham,  for  teaching  20  boys  to  read, 
write,  cast  accounts,  and  instructing  them  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian 
Religion,  as  professed  in  the  Church  of  England,  the  yearly  sum  of  17 /. : 

To  the  same  master  the  yearly  sum  of  1 /.  for  training  up  a youth  for  a charity- 
schoolmaster  : 

To  the  same  master,  the  yearly  sum  of  40s.,  as  an  addition  to  the  1/.  allowed 
by  the  treasurer  of  St.  John  the  Baptist’s  Hospital,  for  reading  prayers,  &c.  to 
the  poor  men  and  women  of  the  hospital : 

To  the  same  master  for  teaching  the  four  housewives  in  the  girls  school  to 
write,  and  examining  the  girls  and  boys  on  Sundays  after  evening  service,  the 
yearly  sum  of  40s.  : 

To  the  same  master,  the  yearly  sum  of  40  s.,  for  entering  the  mistress’s 
accounts  and  keeping  a school-register  : 

To  a master  of  a charity-school  at  Thorp  Arch  the  yearly  sum  of  15/.  : 

To  a master  of  a charity-school  at  Collingham,  the  yearly  sum  of  12/.  ; 
nevertheless  if  Mr.  Boulter’s  appointment  for  admitting  the  poor  children  of 
Wyke  into  his  school  should  take  place  before  the  year  1743,  the  master  should 
enjoy  that  5/.  a year  also  : 

The  yearly  sum  of  9/.  for  or  towards  the  maintenance  of  a youth  in  the 
charity-school  for  boys  in  Ledsham,  not  to  be  taken  into  the  school  under  17, 
or  continued  longer  than  till  of  the  age  of  23  years,  to  be  brought  up  for 
a charity-schoolmaster : 

To  the  vicar  of  Ledsham  the  yearly  sum  of  31.,  to  buy  books  for  the  use  of 
the  charity-school  for  boys  there,  and  any  surplus  to  be  laid  out  in  books  or  tracts 
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to  be  distributed  yearly  to  such  persons  in  the  town  of  Ledstone  and  the  parish 
of  Ledsham,  as  should  want  them  most : 

To  the  vicar  of  Thorp  Arch  the  yearly  sum  of  2/.,  to  buy  books,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  that  parish  in  the  same  manner : 

To  the  vicar  of  Collingham,  the  yearly  sum  of  37.,  to  be  employed  in  the 
same  manner,  2/.  thereof  in  that  parish,  and  1/.  in  Wyke  andShadwell : 

To  the  rector  of  How,  in  Norfolk,  the  yearly  sum  of  1 /.  to  buy  books,  to 
be  employed  in  the  same  manner  for  the  school  there,  and  in  the  parish  : 

The  sum  of  10/.  to  be  paid  every  five  years  to  the  chancellor  of  the  diocese 
of  York,  if  he  should  so  often  examine  the  accounts  of  the  estate : 

The  sum  of  15  /.  to  be  paid  every  five  years  to  the  three  vicars  above  named, 
5 /.  each,  so  soon  as  they  should  have  passed  the  aforesaid  accounts  before  the 
said  chancellor : 

The  sum  of  6 /.  at  the  same  times  to  the  two  coadjutors,  to  be  chosen  as  after- 
wards directed,  3 /.  to  each. 

It  was  also  directed  by  the  schedule,  that  as  the  yearly  rental  of  the  estates 
should  be  advanced,  a proportionable  advance  should  be  made  to  each  particu- 
lar appointment  of  the  perpetual  charities  by  the  three  vicars  and  their  respec- 
tive successors  ; and  that  the  yearly  payment  out  of  the  manor  of  Shadwell  to 
Saint  John  the  Baptist’s  hospital  in  Ledsham  should  have  a proportionable  ad- 
vance with  the  rest  of  the  appointments. 

It  was  also  directed  that  money  should  be  raised  as  soon  as  convenient  by  the 
sale  of  timber  out  of  Lunn  Wood,  being  part  of  the  estate  at  Compton,  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  certain  annuities  to  individuals,  and  for  certain  purposes  of 
immediate  charity  and  bounty  mentioned  in  the  schedule  ; and  that  after  pro- 
viding for  the  same,  the  vicars  above  named  should  order  the  further  sum  of  500/. 
to  be  raised  by  the  sale  of  timber,  and  placed  out  in  their  names  on  securities, 
to  remain  as  a fund  ; and  that  the  interest  thereof,  together  with  the  overplus  of 
the  rents  of  the  trust-estate,  from  time  to  time,  after  all  the  appointments  therein 
mentioned,  and  the  future  proportionable  advancement  of  the  said  perpetual 
charities  should  be  answered,  and  all  further  profits  by  the  sale  of  timber,  lime 
and  other  profits,  should  yearly  be  applied,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  vicars 
for  the  time  being  to  some  of  the  uses  following  ; viz.  for  repairing  and  rebuild- 
ing the  said  schools  and  schoolmasters  houses  ; towards  beautifying  the  churches 
of  Ledsham,  Collingham,  Thorp  Arch,  and  How,  the  sum  of  5 /.  to  each  church 
every  20  years  ; towards  rebuilding,  when  necessary,  Saint  John  the  Baptist’s 
hospital  in  Ledsham,  if  the  fund  for  that  hospital  should  not  prove  sufficient, 
and  the  hospital  in  Stoke  Poges,  and  for  such  other  uses  as  thereinafter  men- 
tioned concerning  the  balance  of  the  bailiffs  accounts  ; and  that  in  case  the 
yearly  income  of  the  estates  should  be  so  increased  by  the  produce  of  any  mines, 
as  in  the  judgment  of  the  trustees  to  whom  the  estates  were  conveyed,  their  heirs 
or  assigns,  to  be  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  all  the  said  several  appointments 
and  reasonable  proportional  advancement  of  the  said  charities,  the  said  vicars 
should  pay  or  distribute  such  increase  by  produce  of  mines,  after  such  propor- 
tional advancement  of  the  said  charities  as  the  said  trustees,  their  heirs  or  assigns, 
should  think  meet  thereout  to  be  made,  yearly  among  such  vicars  of  small  liv- 
ings and  perpetual  curates  within  the  counties  of  York,  Westmorland,  Cumber- 
land, and  Northumberland,  or  any  of  them,  whose  respective  preferments  in  all 
should  not  exceed  30/.  a year,  for  their  better  maintenance,  as  to  the  said  vicars 
of  Ledsham,  Thorp  Arch,  and  Collingham,  for  the  time  being,  should  seem 
meet ; but  not  to  give  to  any  one  of  such  vicars  of  small  livings,  and  curates, 
above  10/.  in  any  one  year,  and  the  sum  given  to  be  certain  for  five  years. 

By  another  Schedule  annexed  to  the  Deed  sundry  directions  were  given  for 
managing  the  estates,  and  disposing  of  the  residue  of  the  overplus,  including, 
among  others,  the  following  directions,  viz.  that  the  three  vicars  who  were  to  be 
managers  of  the  charities  should  appoint  some  proper  person  to  be  bailiff  for 
managing  the  said  trust-estates,  who  should  give  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties, 
for  his  good  behaviour,  and  for  duly  accounting  for  the  rents  and  profits,  the  vicars 
allowing  him  a yearly  stipend  not  exceeding  tid.  in  the  pound  for  the  rents  he 
should  collect,  and  Is.  in  the  pound  for  the  timber,  wood,  coal  or  lime  he  should 
sell : that  the  vicars  should  meet  at  Aberford  yearly,  the  first  week  in  August, 

to 
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to  examine  and  allow  the  bailiff’s  accounts,  and  order  other  affairs  relating  to  General  Charities. 

the  trust : that  so  often  as  the  balance  due  from  the  bailiff  should  amount  to  20/.  . , 

above  what  would  be  wanted  to  pay  current  expenses,  the  same  should  be  LadycharitksinSS  S 

lodged  in  the  hands  of  bankers,  and  the  fund  should  be  applied  to  put  out  some  v 

poor  orphan  apprentice,  with  a sum  not  exceeding  15/.,  or  to  lend  on  bond  for 
seven  years,  without  interest,  a sum  not  exceeding  30/.,  either  towards  setting 
up  a young  person  in  trade,  or  to  some  honest,  industrious  person  behind  hand 
in  the  world  through  misfortunes,  or  to  give  to  decayed  housekeepers,  or  others 
of  virtuous  and  pious  dispositions,  who,  though  in  distress,  should  not  be 
reduced  so  low  as  to  take  alms  from  the  parish,  a sum  not  exceeding  20/.,  or 
to  release  poor  prisoners  for  small  debts  not  exceeding  20/. : that  when  two  of 
the  trustees,  in  whom  the  lands  were  vested,  should  be  dead,  the  survivors 
should  fill  up  the  vacancies,  and  the  estates  should  forthwith  be  conveyed 
accordingly  : that  no  act  in  the  execution  of  the  trust  by  a less  number  than 
two  of  the  vicars  meeting  and  agreeing  should  be  valid,  except  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  charity-school  for  girls  in  Ledsham  : that  the  vicars  should  send 
to  the  chancellor  of  the  diocese  an  attested  copy  of  the  deed  and  schedules,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  first  five  years  after  entering  upon  the  management  of  the  trust, 
and  every  five  years  afterwards,  should  also  send  to  the  said  chancellor  a copy 
of  the  entries  of  their  transactions,  and  of  the  rental  and  accounts  of  all  the 
payments  made  for  the  said  charities,  and  all  other  papers  relating  to  the  said 
trust  for  the  five  preceding  years,  and  that  within  one  week  afterwards  the  three 
vicars,  or  two  of  them  at  least,  should  attend  on  the  said  chancellor,  who  was 
earnestly  requested  in  the  presence  of  the  vicars  carefully  to  examine  the 
papers  and  accounts,  and  mark  all  errors  and  deviations  from  the  said  orders 
and  appointments,  and  admonish  the  three  vicars  of  the  same  ; and  if  such 
errors  and  deviations  should  be  only  of  a lighter  nature,  he  should  write  and 
sign  in  the  book  of  negotiations  a testimonial  of  the  diligence  and  integrity  of 
the  vicar  : that  the  decaying  timber  in  Lunn  Wood  and  Compton  should  forth- 
with be  sold,  and  the  Lunn  Wood  should  afterwards  be  divided  into  ten  parts, 
one  of  which  parts  should  be  sold  every  four  years  : that  the  estates  should  not 
be  let  for  terms  exceeding  21  years,  to  commence  from  the  making  thereof,  and 
the  leases  should  contain  proper  covenants  ; and  that  the  vicar  of  Thorp  Arch 
for  the  time  being  should  have  leases  granted  from  time  to  time  of  an  inclosure 
of  ground  in  Thorp  Arch,  then  demised  to  the  vicar  for  terms  of  21  years,  if  he 
should  so  long  continue  vicar  of  Thorp  Arch,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  4/. 


By  another  schedule,  containing  rules  or  regulations  for  the  charity-schools 
above  mentioned,  it  is  among  sundry  minute  regulations  directed  that  the 
vicars  of  Ledsham,  Thorp  Arch,  and  Collingham,  should  choose  two  substantial 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Ledsham  to  assist  them  as  coadjutors  in  the 
management  of  the  charity-school  for  girls  there,  and  the  coadjutors  should 
continue  to  assist  in  the  execution  of  that  part  of  the  trust  for  five  years,  that  is 
to  say,  till  the  accounts  of  the  trust  should  have  been  examined  and  allowed  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  diocese,  and  the  same,  or  new  coadjutors,  should  be  chosen 
every  five  years  : that  the  said  vicars  should  settle  the  accounts  of  the  mistress 
of  the  charity-school  for  girls  : that  the  mistress  and  the  girls  should  be  chosen 
by  the  vicars  and  the  two  coadjutors,  and  be  removed  from  the  school  by  them 
when  necessary  : that  the  number  of  girls  should  be  not  less  than  20,  and 
the  preference  should  be  always  given  to  orphans,  particularly  those  of  the 
town  of  Ledstone,  and  parish  of  Ledsham,  and  there  should  not  be  two  sisters 
in  the  school  at  any  one  time,  and  no  girls  should  be  admitted  but  such  as 
are  promising  to  make  servants  ; and  they  should  be  taught  to  read  English 
well,  and  be  instructed  in  the  grounds  and  principles  of  the  Christian  religion 
as  professed  in  the  Church  of  England : that  the  master  of  the  boys  school 
should  teach  the  four  biggest  girls,  or  housewives,  to  write  : that  the  16  least 
girls,  and  the  servant-maid,  should  spin,  the  earnings  to  go  towards  their  cloth- 
ing, and  the  four  biggest  girls  or  housewives  should  be  employed  in  the  house- 
business  : that  the  girls  when  admitted  should  not  be  under  seven  years  of  age, 
and  should  be  placed  out  in  service  at  17  years  of  age  : that  the  master  of  the 
charity-school  for  boys  in  Ledsham  should  keep  the  schoolmistress’s  accounts  : 
that  the  two  coadjutors  should  once  a month  visit  the  girls  school,  and  examine 
into  the  provisions  bought  for  the  school,  &c.  : that  the  vicar  of  Ledsham,  with 
the  two  coadjutors,  should  every  three  calendar  months  visit  the  school  to 
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examine  into  the  proficiency  of  the  girls  in  learning,  & c.,  and  into  their  morals, 
behaviour  and  conduct;  that  the  vicars  should  once  a year  in  July  visit  the 
charity-school  for  girls,  and  examine  in  like  manner  ; that  the  number  of 
children  taught  in  each  of  the  schools  of  Ledsham  and  Thorp  Arch  should  be 
20,  in  Wyke  10,  in  Collingham  10,  until  an  addition  of  the  yearly  sums  of  51.  or 
7 /.  should  be  made  to  the  salary  of  a charity-schoolmaster  at  "Collingham,  as 
before  appointed,  and  from  that  time  he  should  teach  20  children  ; and  that  all 
should  be  taught  to  read,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  and  be  instructed  in  the 
principles  of  the  Christian  religion  as  professed  in  the  Church  of  England  : that 
the  masters  of  the  schools  of  Ledsham,  Thorpe  Arch,  Collingham,  and  Wyke, 
should  be  appointed  by  the  three  vicars,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  the 
vicar’s  vote,  where  the  vacancy  should  be,  to  be  one  of  them,  and  the  scholars 
should  be  chosen  by  the  vicar  of  the  parish  where  the  schools  were  situated, 
and  inspected  by  them,  Wyke  only  excepted,  the  children  of  which  should  be 
in  the  choice  of  the  vicar  of  Collingham  ; and  that  the  choice  of  such  youths  as 
should  be  trained  up  for  schoolmasters  should  be  in  the  vcars,  or  the  greater 
number  of  them. 

The  charity-estates  are  now  vested  in  Benjamin  Brooksbank,  John  Loddington 
Fairfax,  and  Samuel  Wilkes  Waud,  esquires,  the  survivors  of  the  trustees  last 
appointed. 

The  several  school-houses  and  premises  directed  by  the  deed  to  be  held  for 
the  use  of  the  schools  at  Ledsham,  Thorp  Arch,  Wyke,  and  Collingham,  are  used 
and  occupied  according  to  the  intention  of  the  foundress. 

The  rest  of  the  charity-estates,  with  the  exception  of  55  acres  of  land  at 
Compton,  which  were  sold  for  redemption  of  the  land-tax,  consists,  in  its  present 
state,  of  the  following  particulars  ; and  the  different  parcels,  exclusive  of  wood- 
land, are  occupied  by  tenants  holding  from  year  to  year  ; viz. 


SITUATION. 


Collingham  ( 


DESCRIPTION 
OF  PROPERTY. 


The  manor  of  Collingham 

House,  out-buildings,  andl 
farm,  comprising  - -J 

Public-house,  and  ditto  - 

House,  watermill,  out-1 
buildings,  and  farm  -j 

Cottage  and  croft  - 

Cottage,  barn,  and  farm  - 

Cottage  and  croft  - 

Ditto  - ditto  - 

The  site  of  sundry  cot- 
tages, &c.  built  on  the 
waste,  partly  by  the  ma- 
naging vicars,  and  partly) 
by  individuals,  which  are 
held  at  different  acknow- 
ledgments and  small  rents 

Lund  Wood,  in  Compton 

Margerrison’s  Wood,  and) 
plantation  -J 

A. 


QUANTITY 
OF  LAND. 

NAMES 
OF  TENANTS. 

ANNUAL 

RENT. 

A.  R.  P. 

£.  t.  d. 

- 

The  three  vicars*. 

325  2 37 

Joseph  Dalby 

142  6 7 

102  3 32 

Widow  Margerrison 

73  2 6 

19  2 13 

William  Margerrison 

56  15  11 

1 O IO 

Robert  Johnson 

2 - - 

9 3 7 

Widow  Brewerton  - 

11  11  4 i 

224 

H.  Courtne)'  - 

1 2 6 

1 0 21 

Rev.  C.  Medhurst  - 

3 ~ - 

1 0 15 

Sundry  occupiers  - 

11  14  - 

53  3 1 

7 2 16 

525  0 36 

£. 

301  12  to 

* The  vicars  used  to  let  the  manor,  for  the  privilege  of  sporting,  to  G.  L.  Fox,  esq.  at  £.  5 a year, 
but  they  now  retain  the  manor  in  their  own  hands  for  the  enjoyment  of  that  privilege. 
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SITUATION. 


Burton  Sal- 
mon 


Shad  well  - ^ 


f 


Thorp  Arch' 


DESCRIPTION 

QUANTITY 

NAMES 

ANNUAL 

OF  PROPERTY. 

OF  LAND. 

OF  TENANTS. 

RENT. 

A. 

n.  p. 

£.  s. 

d. 

Farm-house,  out-build-' 
ings,  and  farm  - -J 

177 

0 18 

William  Forcet 

131 14 

2 

House,  out-buildings,  and' 
farm  .... 

165 

0 10 

John  Hartley 

127  4 

2 

A. 

342 

0 28 

£. 

256 18 

4 

The  manorial  privileges  * 

- 

- 

George  Lane  Fox,  esq.  - 

5 5 

_ 

Chief  rents  - 

- 

- 



- 12 

House,  out-buildings,  andd 
farms  -J 

147 

2 6 

Henry  Paver 

144  2 

8 

- - Ditto  - 

78 

3 3 

John  Middleham 

CO 

to 

00 

— 

- - Ditto  - 

57 

l 5 

John  Umpleby 

64  - 

- 

Cottage,  barn,  and  farm  - 

1 1 

0 31 

John  Furnish 

16  12 

6 

- - Ditto  - 

13 

1 26 

John  Green  - 

00 

*0 

rH 

— 

Cottage,  and  garden 

- 

- 

Richard  Booker 

1 10 

- 

Wood,  and  plantation 

6 

1 2 

£. 

314 

1 33 

£. 

339  18 

3r 

House,  out-buildings,  and") 
farm  -J 

84 

0 32 

John  Hornshaw 

52  2 

8 

Three  closes  of  land  f 

16 

2 25 

Rev.  John  Baker 

4 - 

— 

For  land-tax  - 

- 

- 

William  Trickett 

- 5 

— 

Plantation,  near  church  - 

0 

0 24 

101 

0 1 

56  7 

8 

Total  - - A. 

1,282 

3 18 

£. 

954  17 

2 

Lady  E.  Hastings’s 
Charities, 
continued. 
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* It  is  considered  doubtful  whether  the  manor  of  Shadvvell  is  a distinct  and  independent  manor, 
or  only  part  of  the  manor  of  Roundhay  or  Roundhay  Grange.  On  the  inclosure  of  the  commons 
in  Shad  well  in  1803,  the  lords  allotments  of  waste  land  were  awarded  pursuant  to  the  directions 
of  the  Inclosure  Act,  one  half  to  the  trustees  of  the  charity-estates,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
Earl  of  Mexborough,  as  lord  of  the  manor  of  Roundhay  Grange.  The  trustees  hold  courts-leet 
for  Shadwell,  and  appoint  a gamekeeper,  but  the  copyholds  within  Shadwell  are  transferred  by 
surrenders  in  the  manor-court  of  Roundhay. 

These  closes  are  by  the  foundation-deed  directed  to  be  let  to  the  vicar  of  Thorp  Arch  at 
£.  4.  a year. 


Rep.  19. 
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The  property  is  under  the  exclusive  management  of  the  vicars  of  Ledsham, 
Thorp  Arch,  and  Collingham,  and  a bailiff  appointed  by  them.  The  estates  at 
Collingham,  Burton  Salmon,  and  Shadwell,  are  let  at  rents  which  were  fixed 
on  a valuation  made  about  24  years  ago,  when  the  open  lands  in  Collingham 
and  Shadwell  were  inclosed  ; and  the  estate  at  Thorp  Arch,  where  an  inclosure 
took  place  about  eight  years  ago,  continues  to  be  let  at  the  same  rent  as  wras 
paid  in  1797*  We  are  unable  to  state  what  is  the  actual  annual  value  of  the 
estates  without  a survey  and  valuation,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the 
rents  of  the  whole  property,  and  particularly  that  at  Thorp  Arch,  would  bear 
a considerable  advance  ; and  wre  think  that  the  vicars  ought  to  cause  the  estates 
to  be  again  looked  over  and  valued,  and  to  let  the  property  at  its  fair  annual 
value.  Wood  is  cut  down  from  time  to  time,  and  the  plantations  are  renewed 
in  the  woodland  as  occasion  requires  j and  of  late  years  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale  of  wood  has  been  carried  to  the  general  account  of  annual  income. 
Very  considerable  sums  of  money  have  been  received  at  different  times  from  the 
sale  of  wood,  but  the  whole  has  been  laid  out  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
inclosures,  and  of  repairs  and  buildings  on  the  estates  and  different  school-pre- 
mises, and  in  improvements  of  the  estates  from  time  to  time,  and  occasional 
expenses  affecting  the  trust. 

The  perpetual  charities  mentioned  in  the  first  schedule  have  for  the  most 
part  been  increased  from  time  to  time,  and  the  sums  now  paid  in  respect  of 
these  different  charities  appear  in  the  following  table  : 


PERPETUAL  CHARITIES. 


For  bread  and  wine  for  monthly  sa-'j 
craments,  &c.,  at  Thorp  Arch,  Leds-  ( 
ham,  Collingham,  Thorner,  Mirfield,  I 
and  Aberford  -J 

Charity-school  at  Pontefract 
D°  - Aberford  - 
D°  - Milbourn  - 


Schooling  at  How 


D°  - - Chelsea  - 
Schooling  at  the  Isle  of  Man 
Charity-school  at  Wyke  - 

Charity-school  for  girls  at  Ledsham,  &c. 


Books  and  medicines,  &c.  for  ditto,  andf 
books  for  the  boys  school,  &c.  -f 

Superannuated  mistress  of  Ledsham^ 
girls  school  -J 

Charity-school  for  boys  at  Ledsham,  andl 
the  master  thereof,  on  different  ac-  \ 
counts  ------ 

School  at  Thorp  Arch 
D°  - Collingham 


Annual  Sums 
nentioned  in  the 
Deed. 


£.  S . d. 

H * - 

5 5- 
5 5 - 

10  - - 

5 - " 
10  10  - 
20  - - 
5 - - 

119  - - 

8 - - 
10  - - 

33  - “ 

15  _ - 

12  - - 


Annual  Sums 
now  paid. 


£.  S.  d. 

14  _ - 

10  10  - 
1110  - 
19  10  - 

11  5 - 
21  - - 

39  “ “ 

15  - - 

[248  4 -* 


l 


50  - r 
13  - - 
10  - - 

76  7 - 

30  - - 
24  - - 


REMARK  S. 


These  and  other  payments 
not  increased  ought  to  be 
increased  if  not  fully  ade- 
quate to  answer  the  pur- 
poses contemplatedby  Lady 


Elizabeth  Hastings. 


i'  * This  allowance  not  being 
sufficient,  the  deficiency, 
amounting  generally  to  be- 
tween 40 1.  and  60 1.,  is  paid 
^ out  of  the  income  of  the 
charity,  and  the  sum  of 
50 1.  is  entered  in  the  ad- 
joining column  as  the  ave- 
rage of  such  payment. 


(•This  is  includes  the  sum  of 
17  /.  7 s.  a year,  allowed  for 
j teaching  psalmody  to  the 
[girls  at  the  school. 
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PERPETUAL  CHARITIES. 

Annual  Sums 
mentioned  in  the 
Deed. 

Annual  Suras 
now  paid. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

For  books  for  school  at  Thorp  Arch,  &c. 

a - - 

4 - - 

D"  - Collingham  - 

3 - “ 

3 - - 

D°  - How  ----- 

l - - 

1 - - 

Chancellor  of  diocese  of  York 

2 - - 

2 --  - 

The  three  vicars  ...  - 

5 - - 

6 6 - 

Coadjutors  ----- 

x 4 - 

2 2 - 

Payment  to  St.  John’s  Hospital  atj 
Ledsham  -j 

286  4 - 
30  - - 

611  14  - 
60  - - 

*£. 

316  4 - 

671  14  - 

Genera!  Charities. 
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The  sum  of  5001.,  directed  by  the  schedule  to  be  raised  by  the  sale  of  timber, 
was  accordingly  raised,  and  laid  out  on  mortgage  about  the  year  1758,  and 
continued  as  a fund  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  schedule  until  about  the 
year  1790  ; but  the  fund  has  since,  at  different  times,  been  applied,  with  other 
money  arising  from  the  sale  of  timber,  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  inclo- 
sures and  other  improvements  above  referred  to.  During  the  existence  of  the 
fund,  payments  were  made  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  schedule,  with 
reference  to  the  interest  of  the  fund  and  the  balances  of  the  bailiffs  accounts  ; 
and  some  annual  allowances  have  been  also  made  to  one  or  two  clergymen 
having  small  benefices  in  Yorkshire,  although  no  produce  has  arisen  from 
mines  on  the  estates ; and  the  managing  vicars  continue  to  make  payments  for 
different  charitable  purposes  of  the  kind  mentioned  in  the  schedule  ; viz.  in  a 
pension  to  a poor  widow,  an  allowance  for  apprenticeing  a child,  benefactions 
to  poor  persons  in  distress,  and  an  allowance  of  10/.  a year  to  a poor  clergy- 
man, the  aggregate  of  which  may  be  considered  to  amount  to  about  63/. 
a year ; the  average  expenditure  therefore  for  all  the  different  charities  and 
charitable  purposes,  including  the  payments  to  the  chancellor,  &c.  may  be 
represented  to  amount  to  734/.,  or  thereabouts,  per  annum.  The  bailiff’s 
poundage,  expenses  at  rent-days  and  days  of  meeting,  and  casual  expenses  of 
the  trust,  amount  on  an  average  to  about  45/.  a year,  and  the  whole  of  the 
surplus  rents  and  produce  of  wood,  except  110/.  advanced  in  1824,  as  part  of 
200/.  subscribed  for  the  new  road  from  Leeds  to  Wetherby,  has  of  late  been 
required  for  and  expended  in  repairs  on  the  charity-estates,  and  some  law- 
expenses,  the  latter  of  which  however  are  not  considerable.  At  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts  at  Midsummer  1825,  there  was  a balance  due  to  the  bailiff' 
of  43/.  12 «.  2 d. 

The  accounts  of  the  bailiff  are  examined  and  audited  once  a year,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  managing  vicars,  held  at  Aberford  in  the  month  of  August, 
and  the  accounts,  and  the  transactions  of  the  vicars  in  respect  of  the  trust,  are 
submitted  to  the  inspection  and  examination  of  the  chancellor  of  the  diocese, 
who  attends  for  that  purpose  at  Aberford ; this  examination  however  has  not 
taken  place  regularly  once  in  five  years,  as  directed  by  the  foundress,  an  interval 
of  six  or  seven  years  having  sometimes  been  suffered  to  elapse  between  the 
examinations. 

As  to  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  the  expenditure  in  repairs,  &c.,  which  has 
been  incurred  of  late  years,  we  are  unable  to  form  any  decided  opinion,  but  its 
amount  is  so  great,  we  think,  as  to  justify  an  expectation  that  the  funds  of  the 
charity  may  be  greatly  increased,  both  through  the  advance  of  the  rents,  and  the 
removal  of  the  necessity  of  any  considerable  outlay  of  the  like  nature  for  some 
time  to  come ; and  as  most  of  the  specific  payments  for  perpetual  charities 
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General  Charities,  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  are  probably  raised  to  a sufficient  amount,  it  seems 
T j E~^’stin  g.  to  us  that  means  exist,  with  proper  management,  of  speedily  raising  such  a fund 
^ ychariUes,nSSS  f°r  °ther  charitable  purposes,  as  was  contemplated  by  the  foundress,  by  which, 
continued.  and  the  application  of  the  surplus  income,  the  benefit  of  this  charitable  insti- 
' ^ tution  may  be  greatly  and  usefully  extended. 

The  several  schools  mentioned  in  the  deed  are  maintained  and  conducted 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  foundress,  and  the  number  of  children  men- 
tioned in  the  deed  is  kept  up  in  the  respective  schools,  except  that  in  the  school 
at  Collingham  the  number  of  free-scholars  was  some  time  ago  reduced  from 
20  to  15,  the  latter  number  being  then  considered  by  the  managers  sufficient, 
with  reference  to  the  amount  of  the  master’s  salary,  and  the  exigences  of  the 
inhabitants. 

All  the  above  schools  are  stated  to  be  properly  conducted  under  the  super- 
intendance  of  the  respective  vicars  who  visit  them,  according  to  the  directions 
contained  in  the  rules. 


Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  this" 
26th  day  of  January  1828. 


C.  MANNERS  SUTTON.  (l.s.) 

STOWELL.  (l.s.) 

J.  NICHOLL.  (l.s.) 

J.  W.  WARREN.  (l.s.) 

H.  H.  HOLBECH.  (l.s.) 

W.  GRANT.  (l.s.) 

13,  Great  George-streetfl  W.  ROBERTS.  (l.s.) 

Westminster.  J W.  MATHEWS.  (l.s.) 

ROBr  MARSHAM.  (l.s.) 

JAS  Mc  MAHON.  (l.s.) 

DANl  FINCH.  (l.s.) 

S.  B.  BURNABY.  (l.s.) 

GEO.  DANIEL  L.  (l.s.) 
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COUNTY  OF  YORK,  EAST  RIDING. 


WAPENTAKE  OF  HARTHILL. 

PARISH  OF  POCKL1NGTON. 


THE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 


BY  deed  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  the  27th  May,  in  the  8th  year  of  King  Henry  8th, 

A [not  legible],  Kagge  granted  and  confirmed  to  John [not  legible],  Doctor 

of  Laws,  Richard  Gill,  Thomas  Castell,  Christopher  Dowman,  William  Dowman,  and 
Robert  Russell,  clerk,  a tenement  with  a garden  thereto  adjoining,  six  acres  of  land,  and 
six  acres  of  pasture,  lying  together  in  a certain  close  called  Greves,  near  Micklegate  Barr, 
in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  of  York,  between  a close  of  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  York  on  the 
one  side,  and  a tenement  of  the  Abbot  of  Furneys,  and  the  ground  of  the  mayor  and  comr 
monalty  of  the  city  of  York  on  the  other  side,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  them,  thei 
heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  use  of  him  the  aforesaid  A.  Hagge,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  and  for 
the  performance  of  the  last  will  of  him  the  said  A.  Hagge. 


POCKLINGTON". 

The  Grammar  School 

'' ^ / 


By  a copy  of  a Decree  of  Commissioners  of  Charitable  Uses,  dated  10th  September,  in 
the  20th  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  2nd,  (1668),  after  reciting  that  it  had  been  found  by 
an  Inquisition  taken  at  York,  the  10th  September,  20th  Charles  2nd,  by  virtue  of  a com- 
mission dated  12th  March  then  last  past,  that  Thomas  Mountforth,  rector  of  the  parish  of 
Idle  world  in  the  county  of  Northampton,  was  theretofore  seised  to  him  and  his  heirs  of  a 
messuage,  four  oxgang  and  one  quarter  of  an  oxgang  of  copyhold  lands,  situate  within  the 
manor  of  Wetwang,  within  the  county  of  York,  and  being  so  seised  at  a court  holden  for 
the  said  manor  the  16th  October  in  the  6th  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  surrendered, 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  said  manor,  the  said  messuage,  four  oxgang,  and  one  quarter 
of  oxgang  of  land,  situate  as  aforesaid,  unto  the  use  and  behoof  of  him  the  said  Thomas 
Mountforth  for  life,  the  remainder  thereof,  after  his  decease,  to  the  use  and  behoof  of 
Antronie  Elliottson,  then  master  of  the  free-grammar  school  at  Pocklington ; and  of  Peter 
Shamton,  then  usher  of  the  said  school,  and  their  successors,  for  the  perpetual  use  and  aug- 
mentation of  their  stipend,  for  their  exercising  of  their  offices  thereunto,  to  whom  the  lord  of 
the  manor  aforesaid  did  grant  seisin  of  the  premises,  to  hold  to  the  said  Antronie  Elliottson 
and  Peter  Shamton,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  at  the  will  of  the  lord,  &c.  and  that  they 
were  admitted  accordingly ; and  reciting  that  it  had  been  further  found  that  after  the  death 
of  the  said  Thomas  Mountforth,  the  said  Antronie  Elliottson  and  Peter  Shamton  entered 
into  the  said  premises,  and  received  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  until  one  Richard  Elcock,. 
late  master  of  the  said  school,  and  Obediah  Chossip,  usher  thereof,  conceiving  the  premises 
to  be  freehold  land  and  not  copyhold,  being  strangers  to  the  said  surrenders,  did  by  their 
indenture,  dated  the  6th  February,  in  the  18th  year  of  King  James,  demise  the  said  premises 
to  Scithia  Newlove,  her  executors  and  assigns,  for  the  term  of  21  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of 
1 1.  13s.  t\d.,  to  the  master  and  usher  of  the  said  school  and  their  successors,  which  said 
rent  was  constantly  paid  to  the  master  and  usher  of  the  school  until  the  6th  February,  in 
the  18th  year  of  the  late  King  James,  and  that  it  was  further  found,  that  the  said  Scithia 
Newlove,  being  possessed  of  the  said  premises,  together  with  Wiliam  Newlove,  by  their 
deed,  dated  25th  IS  ovember  1620,  conveyed  and  assured  the  said  premises  unto  Tristram 
Taylor  and  his  heirs,  by  virtue  whereof  the  said  Tristram  Taylor  entered,  and  being  of  the 
premises  so  seised,  at  a court-baron  holden  for  the  said  manor  the  3d  May  in  the  1st  year 
of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  1st,  before  the  then  steward  of  the  said  court,  amongst  other 
things  it  was  presented  by  the  homagers  that  the  said  Richard  Elcock  and  Obediah  Chossip 
did  by  indenture,  dated  the  6th  February  in  the  18th  year  of  the  late  King  James,  lease  and 
demise  unto  the  said  Scithia  Newlove  and  her  assigns,  the  said  premises  then  in  the  tenure 
and  occupation  of  Tristram  Taylor,  clerk,  Scithia  iN'ewlove,  and  William  Newlove,  from  the 
Feastof  St.  Martin  then  last  past,  for  the  term  of  21  years,  under  the  yearlyrentof  1 1.  13s.  qd.; 
and  that  it  was  further  found  in  the  said  inquisition,  by  the  said  homagers,  that  the  said 
Scithia  Newlove,  together  with  William  Newlove,  by  their  deed,  25th  November  1620,  did 
grant  the  said  premises  unto  the  said  Tristram  Taylor  and  his  heirs;  upon  which  said  pre- 
sentment one  proclamation  was  made  in  the  said  court,  that  the  said  Tristram  Taylor  should 

4 I 4 come 
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POCKLINGTON.  come  into  the  said  court  to  show  cause  why  the  lands,  being  copyhold,  should  not  be  seised 

into  the  lord’s  hands  as  forfeited  by  reason  of  the  said  demise  and  conveyance  without  sur- 

T1'e  reut*er ; whereupon  Tristram  Taylor  not  appearing,  although  he  knew  that  the  said  premises 

l con  "IUCC ' } were  formerly  granted  unto  the  master  and  usher  of  the  said  school,  it  was  directed  by  the 

' steward  of  the  said  court  that  the  said  premises  should  be  seized,  which  was  done  accord- 

ingly. And  that  it  was  further  found,  that  by  virtue  of  the  said  seisin,  Edwin  Sands,  esq. 
then  prebend  of  Wetwang,  and  lord  of  the  manor  aforesaid,  being  so  seised  of  the  premises, 
the  13th  May  in  the  1st  year  of  King  Charles  1st,  at  a court  holden  for  the  said  manor  held 
the  same  day,  did  grant  the  said  premises,  by  the  steward,  by  the  name  of  a messuage,  four 
oxgang  of  land,  and  certain  forbic  lands  in  Wetwang,  then  in  the  tenure  of  the  said  Tristram 
Taylor,  Scithia'Newlove,  and  William  Newlove,  unto  the  said  Tristram  Taylor  and  Walter 
Taylor,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  who  were  admitted  tenants  accordingly,  and  paid  the  fine 
of  17/.  for  the  same.  And  that  it  was  further  found,  that  the  said  Tristram  Taylor  knew  that 
the  said  premises  were  formerly  granted  unto  the  master  and  usher  of  the  said  school,  and 
their  successors ; since  which  time  the  said  lands  and  premises  had  been  detained  and  kept 
from  the  said  school,  and  no  rent  had  been  answered  for  the  same ; and  that  the  said  lands 
were  then  worth  10/.  by  the  year,  to  be  letten.  And  that  it  was  further  found,  that  Walter 
Taylor,  of  Wetwang,  the  then  occupier  of  the  said  messuage,  lands,  and  premises,  did  con- 
fess that  the  master  and  usher  of  the  said  school  for  some  time  did  receive  the  annual  rent  of 
1/.  13s.  qri.  And  that  it  was  further  found,  that  the  said  messuage,  lands,  and  premises, 
were  come  into  the  possession  of  the  said  Walter  Taylor,  and  that  he  held  the  same  under 
the  pretended  title  of  forfeiture,  which  said  messuage,  lands,  and  premises,  of  right  belonged 
to  the  master  and  usher  of  the  said  school ; and  they  ought  to  be  restored  to  the  possession 
of  the  said  premises,  and  to  have  and  receive  the  issues  and  profits,  according  to  the  original 
grant  of  the  said  Mountforth,  the  donor ; and  that  the  said  lands  and  premises  were  very 
well  worth  3/.  6s.  &d.  yearly  to  be  letten.  And  for  six  years  last  past  the  said  Walter 
Taylor  had  had  the  possession  thereof,  and  not  paid  any  rent  for  the  same  ; It  was  by  the 
said  commissioners  decreed,  that  the  said  messuage,  four  oxgang  of  land,  and  one  quarter  of 
an  oxgang,  otherwise  called  Forbic  land,  formerly  granted  by  the  said  Thomas  Mountforth, 
did  belong  to  the  said  master  and  usher  of  the  said  school,  and  their  successors,  for  the 
maintenance  and  augmentation  of  their  stipend ; and  the  commissioners  thereby  further 
declared  adjudged,  and  decreed,  the  said  seizure  for  the  pretended  forfeiture  to  be  null  and 
void,  and  of  none  effect.  And  it  was  further  ordered  and  decreed,  that  Thomas  Ellison,  then 
master  of  the  said  school,  and  William  Dunn,  usher  thereof,  should  peaceably  hold  the  said 
lands  and  premises,  with  their  appurtenances,  unto  them  and  their  successors,  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  said  manor,  by  virtue  of  the  said  original  surrender  made  by  the  said 
Thomas  Mountforth  unto  the  said  Antronie  Eiliottson  and  Peter  Shampton,  the  then  mas- 
ter and  usher  of  the  said  school,  and  their  successors,  under  the  annual  rent  and  services 
therefore  due  and  accustomed  to  be  paid  to  the  lord  of  the  said  manor : and  that  the  said 
Thomas  Ellison  and  William  Dunn,  then  master  and  usher  of  the  said  school,  and  their 
successors,  should  from  thenceforth  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  as  the 
same  should  become  due  and  payable.  And  it  was  further  ordered  and  decreed,  that  the  said 
W alter  Taylor,  his  executors,  administrators,  & c.  or  some  of  them,  should  pay,  or  cause  to 
be  paid,  unto  the  said  Thomas  Ellison  and  William  Dunn,  their  executors,  &c.,  the  sum  of 
20/.  arrears,  for  the  value  of  the  said  messuage,  lands  and  premises,  for  six  years,  ending 
the  1st  August  then  last  past,  together  with  the  costs  attending  the  suing  forth  that 
commission,  &c. 


By  Bond,  dated  6th  March  1698,  from  Richard  Newlove  to  Miles  Farrer,  of  Pockling- 
ton, in  the  county  of  York,  schoolmaster,  and  William  Dunn  of  the  same  place,  usher  of 
the  school  of  Pocklington,  in  the  penalty  of  100/.  with  a condition  for  making  void  the 
same  if  the  said  Richard  Newlove,  and  George  Newlove  his  brother,  their  heirs,  executors 
or  administrators,  should  pay  yearly  to  the  said  Miles  Farrer  and  William  Dunn,  master 
and  usher  of  the  free-school  of  Pocklington,  and  their  successors,  master  and  usher  of  the 
said  free-school,  the  sum  of  36s.  8 d.,  payable  half  yearly  at  Whitsuntide  and  Martinmas, 
according  to  the  proviso  of  a certain  surrender  dated  with  those  presents,  and  made  bv  them, 
the  said  Miles  Farrer  and  William  Dunn,  together  with  one  Richard  Remington  and  Rebecca 
his  wife,  of  certain  lands  in  Wetwang,  in  the  county  of  York,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Richard 
Newlove,  and  the  heirs  of  his  body ; and  for  default  of  such  issue,  to  the  use  of  the  said 
George  Newlove  and  his  heirs,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor  of  the  prebend  of 
Wetwang. 


Part  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shield’s  Statement  respecting  Property  near  Micklegate  Bar. 

One  of  the  estates  belonging  to  the  school  is  situate  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  of  ^ork, 
and  consists  at  present  of  one  close,  containing  about  9 i acres.  But  in  a deed  I found  in 
a chest  in  the  vestry  of  Pocklington  church,  it  is  described  as  consisting  of  a tenement,  gar- 
den, and  12  acres  of  land.  It  is  also  described  in  the  last  lease  as  a tenement,  orchard, 
and  close.  It  is  very  evident,  from  the  appearance  of  the  premises,  that  the  tw  o acres  of  land 
have  been  taken  by  the  owners  of  the  adjacent  property,  and  I think  the  tenement  and 
orchard  also. 

This  estate  has  lately  been  much  improved  by  being  exonerated  from  a right  of  stray  by 
file  cattle  of  the  freemen  of  the  city  of  York,  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady-day,  which  made  it 

quite 
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quite  useless  to  the  tenant  during  that  period ; besides  causing,  generally,  the  destruction  POCKLINGTON 

of  the  fences.  This  right  was  compensated  by  giving  up  two  thirteenths  of  the  land,  which  

being  sold  by  auction,  was  re-purchased  under  the  exchange,  and  still  belong  to  the  school.  The  Grammar  School, 
I conceive  that  the  property,  which  was  formerly  part  of  the  school-estate,  and  which  is  now  ^ continued.  ^ 
in  possession  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  York,  consists  of  about  two  acres  of  land,  at  the 
corner  towards  the  north-west  of  the  close.  I,  some  years  ago,  went  to  inspect  the  property, 
and  there  were  then  evident  marks  of  a fence  upon  the  land  in  the  possession  of  the  corpora- 
tion, running  from  an  angle  in  the  fence  of  the  school-land,  as  laid  down  in  a plan,  which  I 
now  produce,  to  another  fence  bounding  the  land  of  the  corporation ; and  the  land  cut  off  by 
the  traces  of  such  fence,  and  adjoining  the  school-land,  contains  about  two  acres.  I heard 
on  that  occasion,  from  several  old  people  living  near  the  spot,  that  the  land  so  cut  off,  was 
formerly  part  of  the  school-estate,  and  that  they  themselves  remembered  it  being  occupied 
as  part  of  the  school-land  ; and  that  they  remembered  a bridge  which  formed  a communica- 
tion between  the  piece  of  land  cut  off,  and  part  of  the  school-land. 


Copy  of  a Paper  and  Estimate  produced  by  Mr.  Shield. 

When  Mr.  Shield  was  appointed  to  the  mastership  he  found  the  school-estate  let  upon 
leases  for  2 1 years,  as  follows ; 


Pocklington 

Kingsman  Basket,  M.  A.  son  of 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

the  late  master  ... 

- 10  - 

- 

- D°  - - - 

Harriot  Cross,  spinster,  daugh- 
ter of  the  usher  ... 

- 13  4 

... 

- D* 

John  Wilson,  yeoman 

126 

35  10  - 

- D°  - - 

William  Harris,  ditto 

5 ~ - 

155  - - 

Duggleby  - - - 

Richard  Webster,  ditto  - 

2 13  4 

199  ~ - 

Wetwang  - - - 

George  Stubler,  ditto 

1 13  4 

45  - - 

West  Lutton 

Richard  Langley,  esq. 

3 - - 

150  - - 

York 

Elizabeth  Allanson,  widow 

4 - - 

50  - - 

Thrybergh 

Judith  Finch,  widow 

45  - - 

2 63  - - 

Besides  a small  copyhold  estate  at  Wetwang  (not  upon 
lease)  at  the  rent  of  ------ 

1 16  8 

1 16  8 

Average  amount  of  fines  for  ic  years  preceding  the 
death  of  the  late  master  - 

Total  receipt  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
master  and  usher  - £. 

63  9 2 
37  15  - 

103  4 2 

got  G 8 

Occupied  by  the  master. 

Occupied  by  the  Usher. 
John  Richardson  & another* 
Thomas  Luty. 

Richard  Webster. 

George  Stubler. 

John  Grice  & others. 
Thomas  Arnold. 

Peter  Hepworth  & another. 


The  above  estates  are  at  present  all  let  to  yearly  tenants,  at  will,  except  the  farm  at 
Wetvvang,  occupied  by  George  Stubler,  which  is  let  on  lease  for  seven  years,  from  Lady- 
day  1812,  and  the  copyhold  estate  at  the  same  place,  the  circumstances  of  which  have 
before  been  explained. 
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COUNTY  OF  YORK — WEST  RIDING. 


WAPENTAKE  OF  STRAFFORTH  AND  TICKHILL. 

PARISH  OF  ECCLESFIELD. 


SPOONE’S  TRUST.— BINGLEY-HOUSE  TRUST. 
Copy  of  a Memorial. 


ECCLESFIELD. 


Spoone’s  Trust. — 
Bingley-House  Trust. 


TO  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  inquire  into  Public  Charities : 
The  petition  of  the  under-signed  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Stannington,  in  the  parish  of 
Ecclesfield,  and  in  the  county  and  diocese  of  York,  respectfully  showeth. 

That  one  Richard  Spoone,  of  Stannington,  by  his  Will,  dated  the  23d  day  of  May  1652, 
among  other  charitable  bequests,  devised  certain  lands  and  other  property,  “ for  and  towards 
the  maintenance  of  such  a preaching  minister,  in  the  township  aforesaid,  as  three  of  the 
next  neighbouring  ministers  to  the  said  town,  or  the  testator’s  feoffees,  or  the  greater  part  of 
them,  should  approve,  for  honesty  of  life,  soundness  in  doctrine,  and  diligence  in  preaching 
and  what  the  testator  himself  understood  by  the  phrase  “ soundness  in  doctrine”  is  appa- 
rent from  the  preamble  to  his  will,  where  it  is  said,  I desire  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  to 
bequeath  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  God  that  gave  it,  hoping  assuredly,  to  be  saved  by  the 
death  and,precious  blood-shedding  of  Jesus  Christ  my  Redeemer,  and  by  no  other  merits : 
That  from  a record  in  the  Heralds  College  it  appears  that  Richard  Spoone  established 
a place  of  worship  at  Stannington,  about  the  year  1652  or  1653,  and  from  other  evidence, 
that  the  said  place  of  worship  was  designed  for  an  episcopalian  chapel,  being  built  in  the 
form  and  fitted  up  in  the  manner  generally  adopted  in  such  erections : 

That  the  first  13  ministers  of  the  said  chapel  were  episcopalians,  and  performed  Divine 
Service  therein  agreeably  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  book  of  Common  Prayer  : 

That  John  Hop  wood,  one  of  the  afore-mentioned  13  ministers,  became  incumbent  of  the 
perpetual  curacy  of  Bolsterstone,  in  the  parish  of  Ecclesfield,  after  having  been  minister  of 
the  chapel  at  Stannington  : 

That  John  Marsden,  another  of  the  said  13  ministers,  removed  from  the  perpetual  curacy 
of  Midhope,  to  become  the  minister  of  Stannington  ; and  that  Isaac  Darwent,  another  of 
the  said  ministers,  was  ejected  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity  : 

The  chapelwardens  were  regularly  appointed,  and  constantly  attended  the  archdeacons 
visitations  from  the  earliest  period  of  which  there  is  any  record  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Court 
of  York,  that  is,  from  the  year  1685,  until  the  year  1807: 

That  a register  of  baptisms  and  marriages  solemnized  in  the  chapel  at  Stannington  is 
found  incorporated  with  that  of  the  chapelry  of  Bradfield,  a perpetual  curacy: 

That  terriers  of  the  houses,  lands,  and  other  property  belonging  to  the  said  chapel  of 
Stannington,  have  been  exhibited  at  the  archbishops  visitations,  attested  by  the  curate, 
chapelwardens,  feoffees,  and  other  principal  inhabitants : 

That  about  the  year  1730  Mr.  Thomas  Marriott,  of  Ughill,  gave  additional  lands  to- 
wards the  maintenance  of  a minister  at  Stannington : 


That  about  the  year  1740  the  chapel  founded  by  Richard  Spoone  became  unfit  for 
public  worship,  and  no  provision  being  made  for  keeping  it  in  repair  it  was  allowed  to 
perish,  the  inhabitants  in  general  being  too  poor  to  defray  the  necessary  expense  of 
restoring  it : 

That  in  the  year  1741  another  chapel  was  built  through  the  instrumentality  of  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Marriott,  a Calvinistic  dissenter,  and  nephew  of  the  former  Thomas  Marriott,  upon 
a plot  of  ground  which  he  bought  for  that  purpose,  near  to  the  site  of  the  old  chapel ; and 
he  appointed  a Mr.  Smith,  a follower  of  Calvin,  to  be  the  minister: 

That  the  new  chapel  has  always  been  occupied  by  the  dissenters,  and  the  ministers  have 
successively  enjoyed  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  and  other  property  left  by  Richard 
Spoone,  as  well  as  of  those  given  by  Mr.  Marriott,  of  Ughill,  and  at  this  present  time  they 
are  enjoyed  by  an  Unitarian,  one  of  a sect  which  were  not  tolerated  until  very  many  years 
after  the  old  chapel  was  founded,  and  consequently  can  have  no  claim  whatever  upon  the 
property  devised  by  Spoone: 

Your  petitioners  therefore  confidently  submit  that  the  appropriation  of  the  chapel  and  en- 
dowments to  the  propagation  of  Unitarianism  is  illegal  and  unjust,  besides  being  contrary  to 
the  expressed  wishes  of  almost  every  inhabitant : 

Your  petitioners  also  most  earnestly  request  your  best  attention  to  the  preceding  state- 
ments, and  to  such  evidence  as  they  are  prepared  to  offer  in  support  of  them.  They  like- 
wise entreat  you  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  seem  best  calculated  to  secure  the  restitution 
to  the  Church  of  England  of  such  parts  of  the  property  as  shall  upon  investigation  be 
found  to  belong  to  it,  that  they  may  in  future  be  applied  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
minister  of  the  new  chapel,  which  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  building  and  promoting 
the  building;  of  additional  churches,  are  about  to  have  erected  in  Stannington.  They  have 

already 
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already  directed  plans  to  be  prepared  ; a site  and  cemetery  are  provided;  and  the  cost  of  the 
building  is  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Parliamentary  Grant,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  said 
Commissioners. 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


ECCLESFIELD. 

Spoone’:.  Trust. — 
Bingley-House  Trust, 
continued. 

v - / 


John  Dyson,  Chapelwarden.  George  Priestley. 

William  Ronksley.  Jonathan  Marster. 

George  Thompson.  Isaac  Bradley. 

George  Eyre. 

Stannington,  April  5,  1827. 


(Copy  of  a letter  from  Messrs.  Mills,  of  York,  proctors,  being  an  Answer  to  Inquiries 
respecting  Spoone’s  Will,  and  Stannington  Chapel.) 

Reverend  Sir, 

WE  received  the  favour  of  your  letter,  and  have  searched  from  1652  to  1670,  but  cannot 
find  any  will  proved  here,  or  administration  granted  of  the  effects  of  Richard  Spoone,  late 
of  Stannington,  indeed  we  have  no  wills  which  were  proved  here  from  1652  to  1660;  we 
believe  the  wills  which  were  proved  here  during  that  period  were  removed  during  the 
troubles  of  those  times,  and  are  deposited  in  Doctors  Commons,  where  you  should  cause 
a search  to  be  made. 

We  find  three  terriers  exhibited  for  Stannington  chapel,  and  therefore  shall  be  glad  to 
know  of  which  you  would  have  a copy.  One  is  exhibited  without  date,  prior  to  1716,  an- 
other is  exhibited  in  1727,  and  the  third  in  1781. 

The  chapelwardens  appear  to  have  attended  the  archdeacons  visitations  from  the  earliest 
period  of  which  we  have  account,  about  1685  up  to  1807.  In  1808  they  are  struck  out  of 
the  call,  with  a remark,  saying  that  there  is  no  chapel  there. 

We  are.  Reverend  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

York,  20th  November  1819.  Mills  & Son. 


(Copy  of  a Terrier  referred  to  in  the  above  Letter.) 

This  is  a true  terrier,  or  an  accompt  of  the  houses,  outhouses,  and  lands  belonging  to  the 
chapel  of  Stannington,  in  the  parish  of  Ecclesfield,  and  diocese  of  York. 

Three  cottages  joining  to  the  chapel,  three  bays,  one  barn,  and  stable  adjoining  to  the 
same  three  bays.  The  lands  belonging  to  the  said  chapel  contain  in  all,  by  estimation,  1 2 acres, 
be  the  same  more  or  less,  viz.,  Cloudes  Field,  Long  Field,  Fold  Field,  Grace  Field,  Bow  Croft. 

This  is  the  best  account  I am  able  to  give,  the  said  chapel  being  now,  and  has  for  several 
years  last  past,  been  served  by  a dissenting  minister. 

As  witness  my  hand,  this  12th  day  October  of  1727, 

John  Hawksworth,  Chapelwarden. 


(Copy  of  a Paper  produced  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Stannington.) 


A perfect  terrier  of  the  glebe-lands  belonging  to  Stannington  chapel,  as  followeth,  viz., 
one  dwelling-house,  one  barn,  one  cowhouse,  one  garden,  one  close,  or  parcel  of  land,  called 
Cloudhouse  Field;  one  other  close  called  Grace  Field,  butting  on  a certain  waste  or  common, 
called  North  Bank  on  the  south,  and  on  another  certain  piece  of  common,  called  Roehague 
on  the  north,  bounding  on  Spoon-lane  on  the  west,  and  Bromley-lane  on  the  east ; and  an- 
other little  close,  called  Bawcroft,  butting  on  a certain  lane  called  Baw-lane,  on  the  south, 
and  the  north  bank  on  the  north,  and  bounded  on  the  lands  of  Edward  Revil  on  the  west 
and  east,  all  containing  by  estimation  1 2 acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  yielding  the  rent 
of  7 1.  10s.  per  annum;  all  which  aforesaid  premises  are  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  Stan- 
nington, within  the  chapelry  of  Bradfield,  and  held  of  the  manor  of  Sheffield,  by  the  copy  of 
court  rowle,  and  likewise  the  yearly  interest  of  15  pounds 


Witness  our  hands. 


John  Stead, 
Edward  Bromeld, 
Richard  Greaves, 
Richard  Hoy  land, 
Edward  Barber, 
Francis  Hinchliffe 


f George  Crossland,  Curate, 
l.Richard  Bacon,  Chapelwarden. 


Robert  Langdon 


Feoffees. 


Inhabitants. 


Exhibited  before  1689,  without  date 
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PARISH  OF  SHEFFIELD. 

ABSTRACT  of  the  Property  in  the  Town  and  Parish  of  Sheffield  vested  in  the  Burgesses  or  Free  Tenants. 


Description  of  Property. 


In  Balm  Green : 
Several  houses,  &c.  ■ 

Flint  Well  : 
Houses,  &c.  - 


Quantity. 


Far  Gate : 
Several  houses,  &c. 


Pinfold-lane : 
Several  houses,  &c.  - 

Blind-lane : 
House,  &c. 

Townhead-street ; 
Several  houses,  &c. 


Ratten-row : 
Several  houses,  &c. 


Tenter-street : 
Several  houses,  &c. 


Sq.  Yds. 

1024 

J97 


TENANTS. 


2,112/ 


382 


210 


983 


1,786 


West  Bar  Green : 
Several  houses  &c.  - 


1,589 


5>253\ 


Edward  Allison 
Timothy  Millington 
Thomas  Marshall 

Thomas  Turton 
William  Younge 

Thomas  Turton 
Edward  Allison 
Sarah  Potter  - 
William  Hutchinson 
John  Lindley  - 
Francis  Allwood 
Mary  Johnson 
Ebenezer  Brooks 
Edward  Kaye  - 
S.  B.  Ward  - 
Joseph  Townsend 

John  Shirley  - 

- - D°  - 

John  Richards 
George  Cooke 

Timothy  Millington 

Whittington  Sowter 
Thomas  Mottram 
John  Wright  - 

Thomas  Wilkinson  - 

John  Cockayne 

Micl.  Raybould’s  executors 

Joseph  Unwin 

Thomas  Wilkinson  - 

Joseph  Witham 

Joseph  Heywood 

John  Rowbottom 

- - D°  ... 
John  Goodwin 

Thomas  King,  and  Thomas') 
Batt  -J 

Rawson  and  Co. 

Lydia  Bradshaw 
George  Andrews 

Westbrook  and  Sadler 
William  Bower 
Bramley  and  Houlgate 
John  Hazlehurst 
Samuel  Eadon 
Sarah  Saunderson  - 
Joseph  Tingle 
Charlotte  Robinson 
Matthew  Walton 
John  Kinder  - 
John  Furniss  - 

- - D°  - 

Benjamin  Hobson  - 
Peter  Deakin  - 
William  Wright 
Thomas  Shirley 
Jane  Holt 
William  Green 


Annual  Rents. 

HOW  LET. 

£.  s.  d. 

- 10  - 

99  years  from  Lady-day  1 79*; 

2 5 - 

D*. 

10  16  - 

99,  L.  D.  1826. 

26- 
- 5 - 

99,  Michaelmas  1794. 
at  will. 

3 - - 

99,  Michaelmas  1794. 

286 

- D*. 

2 6 - 

- D°. 

4 - - 

99,  L-  D-  179 5- 

- 14  - 

- D»  1787. 

5 5- 

at  will. 

3 3 - 

at  will,  Nov.  1817. 

212  6 

99,  Michaelmas  1794. 

- 18  9 

63,  - D°  1784. 

1 10  - 

99,  - D°  1792. 

3 3 - 

99,  L.  D.  1783. 

- 6 - 

62,  Michaelmas  1782. 

1 - - 

99,  Nov.  11,  1807. 

- 11  4 

99,  29  Sept.  1793. 

2 - - 

99,  11  Nov.  1807. 

- 17  - 

99,  L.  D.  1794. 

4 4 - 

99,  L.  D.  1795. 

210  - 

at  will,  21  Nov.  j 8 17. 

1 1 4 

62,  Michaelmas  1783. 

- 5 6 

63,  - D°  1781. 

1176 

- D°. 

1 3 - 

- 7 - 

j99,  L-  D.  1787. 

1 18  6 

6 3,  Michaelmas  1781. 

5 5- 

31,  - D°  1813. 

-16  - 

99,  - D*  1793. 

- 9 - 

63,  - D°  1786. 

3 3 - 

42,  1 1 Nov.  1807. 

4 4 - 

at  will,  21  Nov.  1817. 

1 1 - 

62,  Michaelmas  1782. 

1 6 6 

63,  11  Nov.  1784. 

5 5- 

at  will,  21  Nov.  1 817. 

4 7 4 

99,  Michaelmas  1824. 

1 15  - 

63,  - D°  1784. 

- 12  6 

99,  11  Ma)'  1803. 

1 12  - 

63,  Michaelmas  1804. 

2 6 - 

63,  L.  D.  1787. 

2 10  - 

99,  D°  WS8- 
99,  Michaelmas  1792. 

3 19  - 

1 13  4 

- D°. 

- 19  - 

- D°. 

- 17  - 

- D°. 

- 16  4 

- D°. 

2 11 

1 18 

5 5 

2 16 
- 12 

3 5 
2 5 
1 14 


D". 

99,  L-  D-  1793- 

- D°  1795. 

D°  1 700. 

- D*  1794. 

D*  1783. 

99,  Michaelmas  1792. 
D°  - 1825. 
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Tiie  Town-  Burgesses  Trust — continued. 


Description  of  Properly. 

Quantity. 

TENANTS. 

Annual  Rents 

Sq.  Yds. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

S 

John  Furniss  - 

1 

•2 

4 

Thomas  Flather 

1 

11 

6 

James  Jenkinson 

1 

1 

6 

Silver-street : 

,124  > 

John  Eyre  ... 

1 

IO 

- 

Several  houses,  &c. 

. 

1 

George  Smith 

- 

IO 

- 

\ 

James  Hargreave 

4 

4 

- 

William  Heward 

15 

- 

- 

Joseph  Jackson 

(i 

6 

- 

William  Holroyd 

5 

5 

- 

Castle  Green ; 

House,  &c.  - 

- 

315 

William  Bramley 

22 

- 

S 

Thomas  Moxon 

5 

5 

_ 

Joseph  Bennett 

1 

3 

6 

Wm.  Bowman’s  executors 

1 

7 

- 

J.  Hounsfield’s  executors  - 

- 

14 

- 

Wain  Gate: 

W.  Bowman’s  executors  - 

1 

10 

Hanson  and  Ellison 

2 

7 

10 

Several  houses,  &c. 

- 

2, 

u3  < 

John  Walker 

3 

Wm.  and  Ann  Moxon 

10 

_ 

— 

Totvn  Hall  cellars  - 

- 

- 

- 

Wm.  and  Ann  Moxon 
Site  of  the  Town  Hall,  pri- 

2 

- 

sons  and  yards. 

The  Isle : 

Several  houses,  &c. 

- 

1,880 

John  Goulding 

12 

9 

- 

Lady’s  Bridge  • 

A house,  &c. 

- 

262 

Francis  Hoole 

3 

15 

4 

New  Hall -street : 

Several  houses,  ike. 

- 

368 

Elizabeth  Fox 

3 

- 

- 

Under  the  Water : 

f 

Nanson  & Co. 

1 

House,  stables,  yard,  &c. 

* 

304  | 

Henry  Booth  - 

1 

l 

- 

Henry  Moorhouse  - 

2 

7 

6 

Bull  Stake: 

Samuel  Eadon 

3 

16 

- 

Several  houses,  &c. 

- 

986  < 

Mary  Greaves 

5 

1 

4 

John  Jones  ... 

3 

- 

- 

Samuel  Staniforth  - 

3 

3 

- 

c 

Darwin  & Co. 

2 

5 

__ 

I 

Morfitt  & Rhodes 

2 

— 

Workhouse  Croft : 
Several  houses,  &c. 

. 

) 

5>°33  , 

Walkers,  Eyre  & Stanley  - 

- - - D"  - 

Darwin  & Co. 

3 

1 

2 

16 

H 

; 

James  Bartram 

2 

10 

James  Wheat  - - - . 

1 

9 

— 

Darwin  & Co. 

8 

8 

- 

In  Hallam  : 

A. 

R.  F. 

Land  .... 

- 

5 

3 30 

Ann  Haywood 

4 

10 

- 

1 

1 

l 

e 

Q 

- 

6 

~ 31 

Betty  & Wm.  Stringer 

13 

- 

- 

House  and  land 

- 

23 

- 29 

John  Woodhouse 

50 

- 

- 

Land  - 

- 

1 

2 31 

- - D®  ... 

6 

- 

- 

D® 

. 

4 

- 21 

William  Woodhouse 

8 

- 

- 

D®  .... 

- 

4 

1 37 

William  Blagden 

1 2 

- 

- 

D® 

- 

- 

1 36 

John  Beal  ... 

1 

1 

- 

D® 

- 

li 

_ _ 

Thomas  H all  - 

3 

10 

- 

Plantation  ... 

- 

21 

2 21 

In  hand. 

1IOW  LET. 


99,  L.  D.  1793. 

99,  Michaelmas  1792. 
99,  L.  D.  1794. 
at  will,  21  Nov.  1817. 
99,  Michaelmas  1793. 
at  will,  D“  1823. 
d®,  11  May  1824. 
d°,  Michaelmas  1825. 
d®,  11  May  1824. 

99,  Michaelmas  1809. 

99>  ' D*  1793. 

D®  1792. 
99,  L.  D.  1788. 

85,  Michaelmas  1806. 
99,  - D°  178a. 

99»  * D°  1 79^* 

99,  L.  D.  1792. 

80,  D°  1812. 
not  let. 

7 (j,  Michaelmas  1815. 


99'  - D°  1 793* 

- D®. 

- D°. 

99,  L.  D.  1795. 

99,  Michaelmas  1794. 


- D®. 

99,  L.  D.  1794. 

99>  D°  J795* 

84,  Michaelmas  1810. 
99,  L.  D.  1795. 

99,  Michaelmas  1792. 
1 - D°. 

D°  1791. 
93,  - D®  1807. 

- D°  18 10. 
99,  L.  D.  1804. 

- D°  1782. 

63,  Michaelmas  1782. 


21,  - D°  1817. 

- D®. 

- D®. 
at  will. 

21,  IMichaelmas  1817. 

- D®. 
at  will. 

14,  L.  D,  1822. 


Rep.  19 
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APPENDIX  to  FURTHER  REPORT  of  the  COMMISSIONERS 


[County  of 


The  Town  Burgesses  Trust — continued. 


SUMMARY. 


Balm  Green 
Flint  Well 
Far  Gate  - 
Pinfold  Lane 
Blind  Lane 
Townhead  Street 
llatten  Row 
Tenter  Street 
West  Bar  Green 
Silver  Street 
Castle  Green 
Wain  Gate 
The  Isle  - 
Lady  Bridge 
New  Hall  Street 
Under  the  Water 
Bull  Stake 
Workhouse  Croft 
Hallam 


A.  R.  p.  Sq.  Yds. 

1,024 

197 

2.112 
382 

- - 210 

983 

1,786 

L589 

5,353 

1,124 

315 

2.113 
1,880 

226 

368 


304 

986 


5,033 


78  2 36  - 


A. 


78  2 36 


25,985 


\ 


RENT. 
£.  s.  d. 

13  11  - 

211  - 

29-9 
3 17  + 
- 17  - 
7 15  + 
11  12  6 
19  15  10 

37  7 4 

36  10  4 

22  - - 

37  16  6 
120- 

3 15  4 
3 - - 
26- 
17  7 10 
24  2 - 
98  1 - 


383  iG  1 


River  Dun  Navigation,  10  shares  ------ 

Chesterfield  Turnpike  Road,  (not  regularly  paid)  - 
Wakefield  Turnpike  Road  ------- 

Sparrowpit  Gate  Road  - 

Peniston  Turnpike  Road  ------- 

Gander  Lane,  D°  - --  --  --  - 

Totley,  D°  --------- 

Glossop  Turnpike  Road  ....... 

Waterwork  Company  -------- 

Sheffield  Canal  Company,  10  shares,  (not  regularly  paid) 
Church  Burgesses,  &c.,  to  place  a boy  out  parish  apprentice 

and  a Chief  Rent - 

Police  Commissioners  -------- 


£.  s.  d. 


454  11  3 

250  - - 
300  - - 
280  - - 

H9  1 7 
240  - - 
200  - - 


£.  s.  d. 

840  - - 
22  14  6 
12  10  - 

15  - - 

14  - - 
7 9 1 
12  - - 

56- 
30  - - 

172 

22- 


ACCOUNT  of  Annual  Expenditure  from  1817  to  1826,  to  the  following  Objects,  viz. 


Year 

Town  Hall. 

Scavengers. 

Ringers. 

Lamps. 

Beadle, 
Bellman,  &c. 

Law 

Expenses. 

Poor. 

; Miscellaneous. 

REMARKS. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  6. 

£.  s.  6. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

1817 

J9  2 3 

105  - - 

27  16  6 

266  1 1 6 

33  4 7 

200  - - 
AttorrGen1 
v.  Greaves. 

|i*7  7 9 
,200  - - 
'548  1 1 6 

• - 

Miscellaneous. 

Subscription  to  the  Sheffield 
Canal. 

Expenses  on  obtaining  Po- 
lice Act. 

1818 

58  18  2 

52  10  - 

44  2 - 

452  19  5 

28  - - 

282  3 1 

AttorvGen1 
v.  Greaves 
and  general 
business. 

381  3 8 

238  9 11 

112  q 8 
150  - - 

- - - D°. 

Interest  and  Commission  at 
the  Bank  in  1816  to  1818. 
Miscellaneous. 

Further  subscription  to  Shef- 
field Canal. 

1819 

1816  3 

13  2 C 

38  C - 

3 8 - 

• ” 

31  11  - 

189  15  4 
200  - - 

155  - - 

Miscellaneous. 

Subscription  to  Glossop 
Turnpike  Road. 

Planting  land  in  Fullwood. 

1820 

18  18  8 

39  7 6 

29  7 6 

63  11  11 

47  5 - 

8176 
232  7 8 

500  - - 

Miscellaneous. 

Interest  and  Commission,  at 
the  Bank  in  i8igand  1820. 
Purchase  of  houses  to  widen 
Barker’s  Pool. 

York.] 
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The  Town  Burgesses  Trust — continued. 


Year 

l82J 

1822 

1823 

1824 

]82f. 


Law 

Town  Hall. 

Scavengers. 

Ringers. 

Lamps. 

Bellman,  ficc. 

Expenses. 

Poor. 

Miscellaneous. 

f. 

s. 

d. 

£.  5.  d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  5.  d • 

£.  a. 

d. 

£. 

s.  d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

39 

17 

9 

- 

12 

1 

6 

18  7 

6 

24  1 1 - 

* 

‘ 

30 

5 ~ 

201 

15 

H 

5 

to 

10 

- 

200 

- 

- 

C2 

W 

4 

24 

3 

- 

46  14 

6 

38  13  - 

1 lG  14 

8 

- 

- 

103 

16 

- 

50 

— 

33 

6 

8 

25 

12 

7 

- 

36 

4 

6 

42  8 

8. 

29  4 - 

CO 

9 

50 

- - 

141 

4 

5 

400 

~ 

59 

10 

6 

• 

24 

3 

— 

- 

- 

4112  - 

58  19 

4 

10 

10  - 

91 

4 

7V 

31 

— 

200 

- 

- 

32 

11 

10 

- 

24 

3 

- 

2 12 

6 

3i  5 - 

G4  1 

6 

3i 

10  - 

400 

- 

- 

525 

- 

- 

126 

5 

- 

150 

- 

- 

5° 

- 

- 

H 

12 

4 

106 

18 

— 

39 

15 

6 

- 

12 

1 

6 

56  11 

- 

43  7 9 

87  18 

2 

52 

10  - 

86 

16 

7 

50 

~ 

— 

31 

10 

- 

3i 

9 

22 

9 

10 

95 

H 

9 

REMARKS. 


Miscellaneous. 

Land  purchased  to  widen 
Lambert  Street. 

- - D°  Townhead  Street. 

Towards  the  expense  of 

widening  Sheaf  Bridge. 

Miscellaneous. 

Land  purchased  to  widen 
the  Haymarket. 

- - D°  South  Street. 

Miscellaneous. 

Houses  parchased  to  extend 
Queen  Street. 

Miscellaneous. 

Land  purchased  to  widen 
Allen  Street. 

Close  of  land,  purchased  to 
improve  property  in  Full- 
wood. 

Purchase  of  houses  to  widen 
Pinstone  Lane. 

Principal  and  interest  paid 
off  to  School  Governors. 

Land  purchased  to  widen 
Baker’s  Hill  and  Allen 
Street. 

Paid  to  Overseers  of  High- 
ways for  improving  Far- 
gate,  &c. 

Paid  to  D°  towards  making 
common  sewer  near  Ladys 
Bridge. 

Repairing  public  wells. 

Miscellaneous. 

- - D°. 

Land  purchased  to  widen 
Barker’s  Pool. 

Putting  down  public  pump 
in  Fargate. 

- - D*  in  New  Street. 

Repairing  public  wells. 

Land  purchased  to  widen 

Pinstone  Lane,  Church 
Street,  &c. 


BALANCES  OF  TOWN  TRUST  ACCOUNT. 

N'B. — For  several  years  previous  to  1820  there  was  no  annual  settlement  of  these  accounts  showing  how  the 

balance  stood  at  the  end  of  each  year. 


Due  to  the  Collector. 

- - - D°. 

- - - D°. 

Due  from  the  Collecotr. 
Due  from  the  Bank. 

Due  from  the  Collector. 
Due  from  the  Bank. 

Due  from  the  Collector. 
Due  from  the  Bank. 

Due  from  the  Collector. 
Due  fron  the  Bank. 


£.  j.  d. 

1820 

- 

1821 

- 

1822 

- 

1823 

42  4 1 \ 

106  7 1 

1824 

18  7 7$ 

646  19  1 

1825 

3 2 10  £ 

1,512  6 4 

1826 

67  17  2 1 

U/38  1 5 

£.  s. 

d. 

1,707  7 

3 

1,253  14 

11 

701  1 

1 h 

- 

- 

. 

. 

148  11 

2 1 

- 

- 

- 

. 

665  6 

00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i,5i5  9 

2 2 

- 

- 

. 

. 

1,805  18 
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628  APPENDIX  to  FURTHER  REPORT  of  the  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 


SHEFFIELD. 

The  Town  Burgesses 
1 rust, 
continued. 

\ > 


August  15th,  1827. 

James  Wheat,  esq.,  Solicitor  to  the  Trustees. 

What  circumstances  led  to  the  institution  of  the  suit  in  chancery  in  1812,  by  which  the 
right  of  election  of  the  town-burgesses  was  determined? — For  several  elections  previous  to 
that  immediately  preceding  the  institution  of  the  suit,  the  meetings  for  election  had  been 
attended  by  very  few  individuals,  the  trustees  themselves  forming  a considerable  part  of  the 
number  who  attended ; but  certain  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sheffield,  about  the  year  1812, 
having  felt  some  dissatisfaction  as  to  the  mode  of  election,  and  the  application  of  the  trust- 
funds,  procured  a copy  of  the  inquisition,  and  decree  from  the  petty-bag  office,  and  finding 
that  the  right  of  election  of  the  burgesses  was  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  they  threat- 
ened to  file  a bill  against  the  trustees,  to  compel  them  to  proceed  to  an  election  to  fill  up 
the  vacancies  in  their  number,  being  at  that  time  three,  by  a general  meeting  of  the  inha- 
bitants ; the  trustees  thereupon  obtained  the  opinion  of  counsel  as  to  the  right  of  election, 
whether  it  was  in  the  inhabitants  at  large,  or  in  the  inhabitant  freeholders  only,  upon  a case 
laid  before  him,  in  which  were  contained  all  the  entries  in  the  minute-book  of  the  trustees, 
relating  to  former  elections,  from  the  date  of  the  decree  of  commissioners  of  charitable  uses  to 
that  time,  from  which  it  appeared  that  in  all  instances,  except  one,  the  elections  were  stated  to 
have  been  at  meetings  of  the  freeholders  of  the  town,  and  in  that  one  instance  it  was  stated 
that  the  election  was  at  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants.  The  opinion  was  to  the  effect,  that 
the  doubtful  sense  of  the  word  inhabitant  might  well  be  explained  by  contemporaneous 
usage,  and  that  if  ever  since  the  decree  the  trustees  had  been  chosen  by  the  freeholders, 
and  from  amongst  the  freeholders,  that  mode  of  election  would  not  then  be  disturbed.  In 
order  to  have  the  question  determined,  and  also  to  prevent  an  adverse  suit  respecting  the  ap- 
plication of  some  part  of  their  trust-funds,  the  trustees  caused  the  information  to  be  filed, 
mentioned  in  the  last  trust-deed.  Soon  after  the  information  was  filed,  an  application  was 
made  by  petition  to  the  then  attorney-general.  Sir  William  Garrow,  on  the  part  of  three  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Sheffield,  to  be  let  in  to  prosecute  the  information  then  already  filed,  so 
that  the  same  might  be  prosecuted  with  effect,  or  that  he  would  direct  such  other  steps  to 
be  taken  as  should  appear  most  proper,  to  prevent  the  informants  and  defendants  in  the 
suit  from  collusively  obtaining  a decree  inimical  to  the  interest  of  the  town  and  inhabitants 
of  Sheffield.  This  application  to  the  attorney-general  was  made  on  the  advice  of  counsel 
obtained  by  the  said  three  inhabitants,  the  opinion  of  those  counsel  being  that  the  infor- 
mation was  properly  prepared,  and  that  all  the  necessary  and  proper  directions  might  be 
obtained  upon  the  pleadings  as  they  then  stood  ; but  that  in  order  to  prevent  the  obvious 
inconvenience  that  must  affect  a suit  so  managed,  it  would  be  proper  to  request  the  attorney- 
general  to  give  directions,  that  notice  should  be  given  to  the  solicitor  in  the  cause,  and  the 
solicitor  for  the  petitioners  to  attend  him,  and  upon  hearing  both  parties,  it  would  be  seen 
whether  the  ground  of  jealousy  could  be  removed  in  the  then  state  of  the  cause,  or  whether 
the  then  information  should  be  dismissed  and  a new  one  instituted.  The  attorney-general 
was  in  consequence  attended  by  the  agents  of  both  parties,  and  after  hearing  them  he  de- 
termined that  every  necessary  fact  was  brought  before  the  court  on  the  pleadings  as  they  then 
stood,  and  that  there  was  no  occasion  to  admit  other  parties;  and  he  accordingly  rejected 
the  application  of  the  petitioners. 

Were  the  accounts  of  the  trustees  taken  before  the  master,  and  up  to  what  time  ? — The 
whole  accounts  were  taken  from  February  1807  to  December  1815. 

Did  the  master  disallow  any  of  the  charges  or  items  in  the  account  ? — None  were  dis- 
allowed by  him. 

Did  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sheffield  apply  to  be  let  in  to  take  a part  in  the  proceedings, 
during  the  course  of  the  suit,  or  in  the  master’s  office  ? — They  did  not ; but  the  suit  was 
entirely  carried  through  by  myself,  as  the  agent  on  both  sides.  The  persons,  however,  who 
made  the  application  to  the  attorney-general,  did,  during  the  progress  of  the  suit,  obtain 
a copy  of  the  accounts  annexed,  by  way  of  schedule,  to  the  answer  of  the  trustees. 

Did  the  schedule  contain  the  whole  of  the  accounts  during  the  period  above  mentioned  ? — 
It  did  ; it  contained  a full  statement  of  all  the  items. 

What  were  the  particular  charges,  or  heads  of  expenditure  by  the  trustees,  to  which  the 
inhabitants  of  Sheffield,  who  were  dissatisfied,  took  objection? — As  far  as  the  trustees 
understood,  they  objected  principally  to  the  expense  of  a public  breakfast  given  to 
Sir  Sidney  Smith  when  passing  through  Sheffield,  and  of  a public  dinner  given  to  the 
officers  of  the  Sheffield  Local  Militia  whilst  training  there.  These  were  the  topics  of  com- 
plaint principaly  talked  of  at  the  time;  the  other  subjects  of  complaint  were  of  a more  general 
and  undefined  nature. 

Have  any  elections  of  trustees  taken  place  since  the  decree  of  Aplil  1817  ? — There  have 
been  two  elections  since  one  on  the  5th  December  1817,  when  three  trustees  w'ere  elected  to 
make  up  the  number  thirteen,  and  another  on  the  18th  September  1822,  of  three  new  trustees 
to  fill  up  vacanices  which  had  occurred  since  the  preceding  election. 

By 
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By  whom  were  those  meetings  attended  ? — By  freeholders,  Inhabitants  only. 

Was  any  claim  made  by  any  inhabitant  not  being  a freeholder  ? — There  was  not. 

Is  this  question  now  considered  to  be  at  rest? — It  is. 

Bo  you  know  under  what  circumstances,  or  for  what  reasons,  a suit  in  Chancery  was 
instituted  in  1798,  to  which,  as  it  appears  by  the  proceedings,  the  suit  above  referred  to  was 
supplemental? — I believe  it  was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a scheme  for  a more 
particular  application  of  the  trust-funds,  in  order,  as  the  trustees  thought,  to  lessen  their 
responsibility  in  the  appropriation  of  the  funds. 

Had  they  been  threatened  with  any  proceedings  previously  ? — I believe  not.  I was  not  at 
that  time,  clerk  to  the  trustees,  and  am  not  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  trust  at  that 
time,  or  the  particular  motives  by  which  the  trustees  were  influenced,  any  further  than  as  1 
have  above  stated.  I never  heard  that  there  was  any  popular  feeling  of  discontent  at  that  time. 
I apprehend  the  trustees  felt  some  degree  of  difficulty  in  the  management  of  the  trust  on  com- 
paring their  usual  course  of  application  of  the  funds  with  the  directions  or  terms  of  the  decree 
of  Commissioners  of  Charitable  Uses. 
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Bo  you  know  why  the  trustees  did  not  proceed  after  they  had  gone  so  far  towards  obtain- 
ing a scheme  for  the  application  of  the  funds  ? — I believe  they  were  not  aware  of  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  a suitable  scheme  till  they  actually  had  occasion  to  prepare  one,  and 
that  the  difficulty  which  they  then  found  was,  with  the  advice  of  counsel,  the  reason  why 
they  proceeded  no  farther  in  that  suit. 

From  what  you  know  of  the  nature  of  the  trust,  and  the  management  of  it,  do  you  con- 
sider that  a scheme,  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  would  be  of  public  utility 
with  reference  to  this  trust? — I am  decidedly  of  opinion  it  would  not,  because  anything 
tending  to  limit  the  general  discretion  which  the  trustees  now  exercise  in  the  application  of 
the  trust-funds  to  charitable  and  public  uses  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  town 
and  inhabitants. 

[ Produces  the  Act  of  Parliament  recently  passed.] 

Was  it  proved  before  a Committee  of  either  House  of  Parliament  that  inconvenience  and  ex- 
pense had  arisen  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  preamble  to  the  Act? — It  was  proved  before 
a committee  of  each  House,  and  specificaly  before  a Committee  of  the  Lords,  that  such 
inconvenience  and  expense  had  arisen.  One  of  the  trustees  resides  principally  in  France, 
and  another  at  Scarborough;  and  there  has  in  fact  been  very  considerable  expense  incurred 
in  the  renewal  of  the  trust,  and  in  vesting  the  estates  in  new  trustees  upon  each  election. 

Was  the  Act  which  passed  of  the  same  nature  with  the  Act  originally  applied  for? — The 
Act  applied  for  was  a general  Act  for  incorporating  the  trustees.  An  objection  wras  taken  to 
an  Act  of  that  kind  by  the  late  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon,  on  the  ground  that  the  trustees,  if 
so  incorporated,  would  not  be,  personally,  so  responsible  as  if  they  retained  only  their  indi- 
vidual capacity  ; and  therefore  he  suggested  that  the  object  in  applying  for  the  Act  which 
the  trustees  had  in  view  might  be  obtained  another  way,  namely,  in  that  way  in  which 
the  Act  has  since  passed.  Therefore  the  Bill,  which  had  gone  through  the  Commons  as  a 
Corporation  Bill,  was  amended  in  the  Lords  House  upon  the  above  suggestion,  into  its 
present  form,  and  was  then  returned,  as  amended,  to  the  Commons ; and  so  passed  both 
Houses. 


By  whom  were  the  clauses  in  the  Act  relating  to  the  production  of  the  accounts,  and 
notice  of  election  of  trustees,  suggested? — They  were  introduced  inconsequence  of  some 
inhabitants  of  Sheffield  having  presented  a petition  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  opposition  to 
the  Bill.  The  original  Bill  contained  no  clause  respecting  the  production  of  accounts,  but 
the  trustees,  on  an  application  from  certain  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sheffield,  agreed  that  such 
a clause  should  be  inserted.  A question  came  on  before  the  Committee  in  the  Lords,  whether 
the  clause  as  to  accounts  should  be  in  the  form  in  which  it  now  stands,  and  as  it  had  been 
proposed  on  the  part  of  the  trustees,  or  should  provide  that  the  accounts  should  be  published 
in  the  Sheffield  newspapers ; and  the  Committee  appearing  to  be  in  favour  of  the  former  clause, 
the  parliamentary  agent  for  the  petitioners  finding  such  sentiment  to  prevail  in  the  com- 
mittee, withdrew  his  objection. 

What  has  been  the  expense  of  obtaining  the  Act?— About  580/. ; all  this  has  been 
necessarily  expended.  A considerable  additional  expense  was  occasioned  by  the  form  of  the 
Bill  being  amended,  and  its  being  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Was  it  expected  that  the  Bill,  as  a Bill  for  incorporating  the  trustees,  would  pass  without 
difficulty? — 1 had  no  reason  to  expect  that  any  difficulty  would  be  raised,  and  in  fact  none 
was  raised  until  after  the  second  reading  in  the  Lords ; the  chairman  of  the  committees  of 
the  Lords  having  previously  approved  of  it. 

Is  the  property  which  is  let,  let  at  its  full  annual  value,  and  on  proper  terms? — It  is,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Has  it  been  usual  to  exhibit  or  submit  the  accounts  to  the  inspection  of  the  freeholders, 
or  the  Public? — Previous  to  1787  it  had  been  usual  to  produce  the  accounts  at  the  Town 
Hall,  for  the  inspection  of  the  freeholders;  but  that  practice  afterwards  fell  into  disuse. 
I cannot  say  why.  The  public  examination  or  inspection  of  the  accounts  is  now  however 
provided  for  by  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

Rep.  19.  4 L 
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Has  any  part  of  the  income  been  usually,  or  occasionally,  applied  for  the  relief  or  aid  of  the 
poor,  or  for  other  purposes,  to  be  called  charitable  purposes  ? — Money  has  occasionally  been 
applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  at  times  of  peculiar  distress,  and  at  other  times  in  the  way 
of  subscription  to  charitable  institutions ; but  perhaps  not  in  due  proportion  to  the  other 
objects  of  the  trust.  The  account  to  be  supplied  will  exhibit  these  payments. 

Are  you  aware  of  any  complaint  now  existing  respecting  the  management  of  the  trust,  or 
otherwise  relating  to  it? — I am  not  aware  of  any.  There  was  some  jealousy  in  the  minds 
of  some  individuals  respecting  the  application  for  the  Act  of  Parliament,  raised  by  a sup- 
position that  the  trustees  were  seeking  for  an  extension  of  their  powers  : but  since  the  Act 
has  passed  I have  heard  no  more  on  that  subject. 

6th  September  1827. 


SHEFFIELD  TOWN  TRUST. 

In  the  Police  Act  delivered  to  you,  the  Commissioners  will  observe  a clause  for  payment 
of  the  expenses,  out  of  the  first  monies  to  be  raised  under  the  Act.  As  this  clause,  without 
explanation,  might  appear  inconsistant  with  my  statement  “ that  the  town-trustees  agreed 
at  the  public  meeting  respecting  the  Act  to  pay  the  expenses  of  obtaining  it,”  I beg  to 
observe,  that  the  clause  in  question  being  the  usual  one  in  such  Acts,  it  was  thought  best 
not  to  deviate  from  the  general  practice  in  this  respect,  as  it  might  throw  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  passing  the  Act,  and  the  trustees  could  still  pay  the  expenses  out  of  their  trust-funds 
as  being  for  a public  use,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Decree  in  1681. 

I am,  Sir,  Your  very  obedient  Servant, 

To  Charles  Ellison,  esq.  Jas.  Wheat. 

13,  Great  George-street,  Westminster. 
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THE  CHURCH  BURGESSES  TRUST. 

A SUMMARY  of  the  Property  vested  in  the  Twelve  Capital  Burgesses  of  the  Town  and 

Parish  of  Sheffield. 


Attercliffe  and  Darnall 
Upper  Alien-street 
Broad-lane  .... 
Broomhall-lane  - 
Button  lane  - 
Bright-street  - 
Balm  Green  .... 
Burgess-street  - 
Brelsforth  Orchards 
Bell  Hag  - 

Castle-street  .... 
Castle -green  - 
Charlotte-street  - 
Church-street  - 
Coalpit-lane  - 
Corn-hill  .... 

Edward-street  - 
Fargate  - 

Full  wood 

Grimesthorpe  - 
Gell-street  .... 
Harrison-street  - 
Haymarket  .... 
Heeiey  - 

Hind  House  - 
Leavey  Greave  - 
London  Old  Change  - 
Loxley  - 

Marketplace  .... 
New-street  or  Figtree-lane  - 
North-street  .... 
Owlerton  - 
Paradise-street  - 
Pinstone-lane  .... 
Queen-street  - 
Ratten  Row  - 
Red  Hill-street  - 
Regent-street  - 
School-house  Croft 
Scotland-street  - 

Sims  Croft  .... 
Snig  Hill  - 
Solly-street  - 

Spring-lane  - 

Stud  Field  - 

Tenter-street  - 

Townhead-street 
Trinity-street  - - - 

Tudor-street  - - - 

Under  the  Water 
Union-street  - - - 

Walk  ley  - 

Walkley  Bank  - - - 

Water-lane  - 

West  Bar  - 
Wheeldon-street 
Wilkinson  street 
Pews  and  sittings  in  the  parish-church 
Rentcharges  - - 

£.  105,  on  mortgage  to  Hannah  Cooke 
£.  l ,000,  in  the  four-per-cents 


Sq.  Yards. 

A.  R. 

p. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

- 

- 

- 

4OO 

66  0 

18 

203 

14 

3 

- 

- 

- 

6,678 

1 2 

21 

53 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

32,345 

- 

- 

- 

112 

17 

1 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 3 

30 

27 

4 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1,240 

2 2 

10 

36 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2l0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,594 

- 

- 

- 

17 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12,491 

- 

- 

- 

25 

7 

6 

- 

- 

- 

7,617 

- 

- 

- 

21 

9 

10 

14  1 

6 

21 

19 

4 

- 

. 

- 

721 

- 

- 

- 

12 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

487 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5 

- 

X. 

- 

- 

3,448 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

809 

- 

- 

- 

13 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3,881 

- 

- 

- 

6 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2,152 

- 

- 

- 

9 

11 

6 

- 

- 

- 

6,228 

- 

- 

- 

31 

7 

6 

- 

- 

- 

3,922 

- 

- 

- 

66 

12 

- 

23  0 

3 

40 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 0 

7 

7 

10 

- 

- 

- 

6,340 

- 

- 

- 

27 

15 

6 

- 

- 

- 

1,920 

- 

- 

- 

17 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

849 

- 

- 

- 

16 

15 

6 

4 0 

15 

29 

4 

— 

2 2 

29 

9 

9 

- 

- 

- 
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28,259 

4 l 

8 

104 

18 

6 

- 

- 

- 

158 

- 

- 

- 

47 

10 

- 

0 1 

35 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

623 

- 

- 

- 

13 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

332 

- 

- 

- 

13 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,084 

- 

- 

- 

9 

2 

6 

1 0 

8 

10 

10 

- 

- 

- 

2,521 

- 

- 

- 

15 

7 

!0£ 

- 

- 

- 

4,629 

- 

- 

- 

7 

7 

5 

- 

- 

- 

3,8oo 

- 

- 

- 

53 

7 

7 \ 

- 

- 

- 

150 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1,038 

- 

- 

- 

4 

6 

6 

- 

- 

- 

3,H9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,697 

- 

- 

- 

9 

1 1 

5 

- 

- 

- 

1,983 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

8 \ 

- 

- 

- 

3,825 

- 

- 

- 

7 

5 

2 

- 

- 

- 

904 

- 

- 

- 

13 

17 

— 

- 

- 

- 

6,621 

- 

- 

- 

27 

15 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3,872 

- 

- 

- 

8 

— 

— 

0 l 

0 

— 

5 

. 

- 

- 

214 

- 

- 

- 

13 

17 

- 

- 

> 

- 

651 

- 

- 

- 

8 

8 

4 

- 

- 

- 

6,105 

- 

- 

- 

19 

1 

6 

- 

- 

- 

216 

- 

- 

- 

— 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

765 

- 

- 

- 

10 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

693 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

9 

0 2 

27 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,210 

16  2 

1 

7$ 

15 

- ' 

- 

- 

- 

753 

- 

- 

- 

8 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3,258 

- 

- 

- 

37 

2 

6 

- 

- 

- 

1,545 

- 

- 

- 

6 

8 

4 

- 

- 

- 

963 

- 

- 

- 

2 

6 

- 

. 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

21 

15 

6 

- 

1 

8 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

42 

— 

— 

Yds. 

177,356 

A. 

146  3 

8 

£.  1,421 

10 

9i 

Sheffield. 
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Arrearages,  1642  : 

“ Memorandum, — That  it  was  agreed  at  the  last  reckoning  the  arrearage  for  the  land  at  Aughton 
should  be  struck  out,  being  41/.  12 s.,  at  14s.  per  annum.” 
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The  Church  Burgesses  Trust — continued. 


ABSTRACT  of  the  Property  in  the  Town  and  Parish  of  Sheffield  vested  in  the  Twelve  Capital  Burgesses 

and  Commonalty. 


DESCRIPTION 

Commencement 

of 

SITUATION.  AND  TENANTS. 

aad  Term  of 

ANNUAL 

PROPERTY. 

Leases. 

I . 

Attercliffe  and  Darnall 

Years. 

Date. 

£. 

3. 

d. 

r 

John  Milner  - 

Michaelmas 

21 

OO 

0 

62 

4 

5 

Joseph  Roebuck 

- 

- 

Lady-day  - 

at  will 

- 

1 

5 

Joseph  Linley 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

at  will 

- 

17 

- 

- 

William  Wade 

- 

. 

. 

- 

L. 

at  will 

- 

6 

6 

- 

Jacob  Bridge 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

at  will 

- 

28 

11 

— 

Thomas  Bamforth’s  executors 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

21 

1807 

22 

- 

- 

William  Deakin 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

21 

1807 

9 

3 

- 

William  Swallow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

21 

1807 

12 

— 

_ 

William  Cawthorne 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

21 

1826 

12 

- 

— 

Land, &c. 65  a.  2u.  22  p.  . 

George  Allen 

- 

- 

• 

- 

L. 

at  will 

- 

— 

15 

- 

James  Charlesworth 

- 

- 

• 

- 

L. 

at  will 

- 

4 

15 

- 

Joseph  Habershon  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

21 

1819 

16 

- 

D" 

- 

- 

* 

- 

M. 

H 

1818 

18 

- 

- 

George  Watson 

- 

- 

. 

- 

L. 

at  will 

- 

13 

- 

- 

William  Bradford 

- 

- 

. r 

• 

M. 

H 

1818 

9 

- 

- 

William  Travis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

at  will 

- 

3 

4 

0 

William  Wall 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

at  will 

. 

2 

10 

— 

D° 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1820 

2 

10 

- 

V 

William  Morley 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

94 

1824 

1 

9 

3 

O A.  OR.  22  P. 

Vacant  ground  unoccupied. 

O A.  1 R.  I4P. 

Kaye  Meadow  Plantation. 

Grimesthorpe  : 

* 

Houses,  &c.  the  site  of) 
which  is  7 perches  - ^ 

George  Drabble, 
William  Depledge  - 
Samuel  Milner 

- 

* 

- 

Whitsuntide 

M. 

M. 

at  will 
at  will 
at  will 

• 

3 

2 

2 

5 

5 

- 

House,  &c.  2 a.  2 r.  29P. 

Thomas  Loxley 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

21 

1807 

9 

9 

- 

Owlerton  : 

Several  houses,  &c.  and 
land,  in  the  whole 

Joseph  Machon 
1 T.  and  A.  Ilill 
James  Wheat 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

L. 

M. 

at  will 
99 
99 

1799 

1795 

8 

2 

co  m O 

- 

iA.3R.3p.  - -[ 

Joseph  Dyson 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

at  will 

“ 

5 

Heej.ey  : 

Several  houses  and  land,  | 
4A.  or.  15P.  - 

George  Johnson 
Widow  Sandys 
Samuel  Henderson  - 

- 

m 

** 

M. 

M. 

21 

42 

21 

1815 

1794 

1815 

10 

4 

14 

10 

14 

Hallam  : 

Oakes  and  Hawksworth 

- 

- 

_ 

. 

L. 

21 

1815 

60 

- 

- 

William  Armitage  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

21 

1807 

10 

- 

- 

George  Hounsfield  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

21 

1825 

5 

- 

Several  houses  and  land,  J 

Widow  Hinde 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

21 

1807 

12 

3 

3 

J4 a.  2 r.  17P.  - - ' 

David  Woodhouse  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

21 

1807 

40 

- 

- 

j James  Rogerson 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

21 

1807 

9 

16 

1 

Ann  Spooner 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

21 

1809 

1 

5 

- 

J Roger  Browne 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

21 

1811 

3 

- 

- 

1,210  square  yards 

D°  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1811 

- 

10 

- 

Town  of 

Sheffield. 

Upper  Allen  street 

George  Binghatn 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1816 

4 

2 

- 

Jonathan  Beet 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1816 

16 

4 

2 

‘ John  Whitelock 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1816 

2 

1 1 

8 

Several  houses,  &c.  . 
6,678  square  yards 

John  Jackson 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1816 

2 

15 

- 

Joseph  Burgin 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1824 

1 

18 

10 

1 Charles  Sadler 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1825 

3 

— 

7 

i Richard  Griffiths 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1825 

2 

2 

- 

v John  Fearn 

“ 

“ 

* 

" 

L. 

99 

1825 

4 

lG 

8 

I 


York.] 


FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES. 
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Thk  Church  Burgesses  Trust — continued. 


DESCRIPTION 

of 

PROPERTY. 


Several  houses,  &c., 
6,678  square  yards 


l a.  2 r.  21  P. 


Several  houses,  &c.  , 
32,345  square  yards  - 


Commencement 
and  Term  of 
Leases. 


Land,  &c.,  8a.  3R.  20p. 


House, &C.,  2A.2B.20P. 
1,240  square  yards 


Houses,  &c.,  216  sq.  yds. 


Several  houses,  &c. 
1,594  square  yards 


Several  houses,  &c., 
12,491  square  yards  - 


Rep.  19. 


Upper  Allen-street — continued. 


John  Simpson 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

Thomas  Rawson 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

Joseph  Parker 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

Joseph  Allen  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

Matthew  Nunney  - 
Vacant  ground  unoccupied. 

M. 

Broad-Lane: 

Vincent  Eyre 

- 

.. 

. 

- 

M. 

D° 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

John  Watson  - 

• 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

Thomas  Birtles 

- 

- 

- 

. 

L. 

Joseph  Waterhouse 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

Robert  Holborn 

- 

. 

- 

- 

M. 

John  Brownhill 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

Mrs.  Roberts  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

Jonathan  Beet 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

John  Vickers 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

D° 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

D° 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

Thomas  Elliott 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

William  Pass 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

James  Collier 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

D° 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

Ann  Collier  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

William  Beet  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

D° 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

Anthony  Branson  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

D°  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

D°  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

John  Hancock’s  executors 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

D® 

. 

- 

- 

L. 

David  Clarke 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

D®  - - 

Broomhall lane : 

L. 

Richard  Bayley 

- 

. 

- 

- 

L. 

Joseph  Littlewood  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

D° 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

Button-lane  : 

James  Kirkby 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

D° 

- 

L. 

Bright'STReet  : 

Benjamin  Brittain  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

Balm  Green  : 

William  Darwent 

. 

. 

- 

. 

L. 

Thomas  Settles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

John  Swift’s  executors 

. 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

Joseph  Coe 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

William  Darwent 

- 

- 

M. 

Burgess-street  : 

Ruth  Marshland’s  executors 

• 

_ 

W. 

Joseph  Sykes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

Charles  Milnes 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

John  Green  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

Ludlam  & Austin  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

Joseph  Hobson’s  executors 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

William  Kerr’s  executors 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

William  Beck 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

Years. 

99 

21 

21 

99 

99 


99 

99 

86 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

68 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

70 

68 

68 

99 

99 

68 

99 

t>3 

99 

63 


at  will 
at  will 
at  will 


21 

99 


99 


800 

99 

99 

90 

99 


800 

800 

800 

800 

800 

800 

800 

800 


Date. 

1825 

1825 

1825 

1826 
1826 


1785 

1769 

1822 

1806 

1802 

1802 

1795 

1795 

1821 

1785 
1797 
1797 

1786 

1787 
I79O 

1792 

1821 

1821 

1821 

1790 

1790 

1821 
1785 
1821 
17  85 

1793 


1815 

1815 


I79O 


1737 

1793 

1788 
1787 

1789 


1737 

1737 

>737 

i/37 

1737 

1737 

1737 

1737 


ANNUAL 

RENT. 


£.  s.  d. 


4 9 

1 18 

2 3 

3 17 
3 1 


17  - - 

15  - - 

12  15  10 
9 9“ 
3 3- 
2 14  - 

1 7 - 

146 
17  810 

2 1 - 

5 19  5 

? - \° 
1 7 6 

1 2 - 

22- 

1 15  10 
1 - ~ 

2 16  3 

18.4 

1 8 3 

1 5 6 

1 15  10 

1 10  - 

- 17  6 

2 3 - 

126 


9 9- 
12  13  7 
5 1 8 


21  - - 

15  - “ 


- 18  - 


4 8 - 

3 8 - 

- 4 6 

3186 
56- 


4 L 3 


4 o 
-711 
i 5 - 
1 5 - 

- 8 4 

- 16  8 

258 

(continued) 


APPENDIX  to  FURTHER  REPORT  of  the  COMMISSIONERS 


[County  of 


634  * 


The  Church  Burgesses  Trust — continued. 


DESCRIPTION 

Commencement 

of 

SITUATION  AND  TENANTS. 

and  Term  of 

ANNUAL 

. PROPERTY. 

Lea 

scs. 

Burgess-street- 

—continued. 

Years. 

Date. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

/ 

Jonathan  Moor 

• 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

800 

1737 

1 

4 

10 

D° 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1807 

2 

16 

- 

Thomas  Settles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

1737 

- 

’5 

— 

D° 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

800 

’737 

— 

11 

2 

Henry  Goudthorpe 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

800 

1737 

- 

1 1 

8 

John  Osborne 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

800 

’737 

- 

11 

8 

D° 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

1737 

- 

’3 

2 

George  Austin’s  executors 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

1737 

— 

8 

4 

Thomas  Mycock 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

1737 

- 

8 

9 

D° 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’737 

— 

16 

3 

Several  bouses,  &c.,  / 

John  Bright  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

726 

1813 

— 

’4 

12,491  square  yards 

William  Harwood  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

800 

1737 

— 

1 1 

— 

M.  & J.  Pattenson  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

800 

1737 

- 

12 

- 

William  Hotham 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

800 

’737 

- 

9 

7 

D° 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’737 

- 

3 

2 

John  Burch  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’7  55 

— 

3 

9 

John  Dungworth 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’7  55 

- 

7 

6 

Francis  Castleton  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

175U 

- 

11 

3 

George  Bennet 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’759 

- 

9 

9 

Christopher  Ibbotson 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’739 

- 

7 

6 

l 

Henry  Hall  - 
Samuel  Andrews 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

w. 

800 

800 

’737 

173S 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

Brelsforth  Orchards  : 

/ 

Joseph  Sheard 

- 

- 

- 

• 

w. 

800 

’755 

- 

5 

11 

Stephen  Loy  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’7  55 

- 

9 

1 

William  Rowley 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1787 

5 

4 

- 

D° 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1787 

4 

1 

- 

Peter  Spurr  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

800 

’755 

- 

1 1 

8 

John  Sheldon 

- 

- 

- 

- ■ 

W. 

800 

’7  55 

1 

10 

10 

Robert  Brightmore 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

800 

’755 

- 

6 

— 

William  Pass 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’7  55 

- 

6 

1 

John  Millward 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’755 

- 

9 

3 

Several  houses,  &c., 
7,617  square  yards  - \ 

Jonathan  Wragg 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

boo 

’7  55 

- 

3 

8 

Mary  Osborne’s  executors 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

1768 

- 

9 

3 

S.  A.  Younge 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

1768 

- 

7 

9 

R.  Siddall’s  executors 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’755 

- 

6 

- 

John  Williams 

. 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’755 

- 

1 

10 

Enoch  Dickenson  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

1755 

1 

10 

4 

John  Nutt  Newton 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’745 

1 

6 

9 

Richard  Sykes’s  executors 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’745 

- 

10 

10 

Joseph  Newbould  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’745 

- 

5 

- 

Joseph  Townsend  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

’745 

- 

1 

7 

V. 

Ebenezer  Brookes  - 

“ 

“ 

” 

L. 

99 

1787 

3 

3 

— 

Castle  Green  : 

House,  &c.,  487  sq.  yds. 

J.  & S.  Harmar 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

’799 

’793 

5 

5 

- 

Castle-street  : 

Several  houses,  &c.,  721J 

Benjamin  Wardle  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1788 

7 

7 

- 

square  yards  * - 1 

Robert  Woollen 

• 

* 

” 

M. 

99 

1788 

5 

5 

" 

Charlotte-street  : 

School  and  yard,  2,400' 

L Grammar-school  governors 

_ 

_ 

M. 

595 

1823 



1 

_ 

square  yards 
1,048  square  yards 

Vacant  ground  unoccupied. 

Church-street 

George  Smith 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1787 

1 

11 

- 

Several  houses,  Sec.,  809^ 

Hall  Overend 

_ 

- 

. 

. 

M. 

99 

1787 

2 

’4 

— 

John  Ward 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1787 

5 

3 

— 

square  yards 

Samuel  Greaves 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1790 

2 

12 

- 

Walkers,  Eyre  & Co 

* 

" 

“ 

M. 

99 

1790 

1 

16 

' 

York.] 


FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES 


035 


Tiie  Church  Burgesses  Trust — continued. 


DESCRIPTION 

of 

PROPERTY. 


Several  houses,  &c.  ) 
3,881  square  yards 


Several  houses,  &c. 
2,152  square  yards 


Several  houses,  &c. 
4> 7 53  square  yards 


1,475  square  yards 


Several  houses,  icc.  1 
3,922  square  yards  - > 


Several  houses,  &c.  / 
6,340  square  yards  - N 


Several  houses,  &c. 
1,920  square  yards 


Coalpit-lane  : 

John  Bright  - 
Robert  Betts  - 
William  Jackson 
George  Pearson 
Samuel  Alsop 
William  Muscroft  - 
John  Lockwood 
Samuel  Andrews 
Elias  Shirt 

William  Kerr’s  executors 
George  Turton 
Ann  Burch  - 
Joseph  Swift’s  executors 

Corn  Hill : 

John  Hall 
William  Hargreaves 
Ezra  Holden  - 
John  Barber  - 
Isaac  Bunting 


Edward-stkeet  : 

Jonathan  Smith 
D° 

Jonathan  Taylor 
John  Whittington  - 
James  Bramhall 
Joseph  Citizen 
Robert  Hounam 
Thomas  Shaw 
Morley  & Wells 

Vacant  ground,  unoccupied. 

Far  Gate: 

John  Favell  - 
George  Greaves 
Mrs.  Akeroyd 
D° 

John  Waterfall 

D°  - - 

John  Rimington’s  executors 
Haslehurst  & Andrews 

Gell-Street  : 

James  Bramhall 
Samuel  Peace 
John  Beresford 
Ann  Carr  - 
John  Lay  cock 

D"  - - 

John  Rowbotham  - 
D°  - 

D° 

John  Kirk  - 
S.  A.  Younge 

Harrison-street  : 

Samuel  Mettam 
School  Governors  - 
Richard  Griffiths  - 


W. 

W. 

W. 

W. 

w. 

w. 

w. 

w. 

w. 

w. 

w. 

w. 

w. 


L. 

L. 

L. 

M. 
L. 


Commencement 
and  Term  of 
Leases. 


M. 

L. 

M. 
M 
M, 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M. 
M 


L. 

L. 

L. 


Years. 

800 

800 

800 

800 

800 

800 

800 

800 

800 

800 

800 

800 

800 


99 

99 

99 

99 

99 


99 

99 

99 

99 

78 

78 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 


99 

21 

99 


. 

M. 

99 

1808 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1811 

_ 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1806 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1804 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1797 

• 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1816 

. 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1823 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

94 

1824 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

94 

1824 

Date. 

1758 
17  55 
1755 
17.55 
*739 
1739 
1739 
1745 
*737 
W37 
W37 
1737 
*739 


1802 

1802 

1794 

1785 

1815 


L. 

21 

1808 

. 

- 

L. 

6.3 

1805 

. 

- 

L. 

63 

1805 

- 

- 

L. 

63 

1805 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1794 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1794 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1795 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1787 

1804 

1806 

1804 

1804 

1825 

1825 

1804 

1804 

1804 

1804 

1811 


1825 

1825 

1826 


ANNUAL 

RENT. 


4 L 4 


£.  s.  d. 

- 15  11 

- 3 3 

- 3 1 

- 15  3 

- 4 10 
-47 

- 4 7 

1 3 10 

- 11  8 

- 8 4 

- i 1 1 

- 7 G 

- 8 + 


176 
1 18  - 

- 16  6 
3 10  - 
1 19  6 


1 17  - 
210  - 


3 
2 

1 

4 
1 

10 


6 - 
2 - 
7 10 
5 - 


4 13  9 


20  - 

7 - 
3 10 
2 2 
5 10 
5 10 

15  - 

8 - 


1 - 

4 “ 
10  - 
12  - 
6 10 


6 

18 

10 

16 

16 

H 


7 - 

1 11  2 

8 10  2 

(1 continued ) 
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APPENDIX  to  FURTHER  REPORT  of  the  COMMISSIONERS 


[County  of 


The  Chukch  Burgesses  Trust— continued. 


DESCRIPTION 

Commencement 

• 

of 

SITUATION  AND  TENANTS. 

and  Term  of 

ANNUAL 

PROPERTY. 

Leases. 

RENT. 

• 

Hay  Market  : 

Years. 

Date. 

£. 

d. 

s. 

( 

Hannah  Smith 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1794 

4 IO 

_ 

Mary  Greaves 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

>795 

2 IO 

4] 

Several  houses,  &c.  / 

Samuel  Eadon 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

>795 

- >9 

8 

. 

793  square  yards  - 'j 

Samuel  y >unge 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

>794 

3 4 

- 

fc  1 

Mrs.  Moorhouse 

- 

M. 

99 

>794 

4 - 

- 

V 

Joseph  B.amley’s  executors 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

78 

1815 

l ll 

6J 

56  square  yards  - 

Mesne  yard,  unlet. 

Leary  Greave: 

Ralph  Blakelock 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

At  will 

- 

>5 

9 

_ 

D°  - 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

81 

1817 

>4 

7 

— 

Samuel  Smith 

- 

- 

M. 

91 

>799 

7 

10 

_ 

Several  houses,  &c.  , 
28,259  square  yards  - ' 

Rev.  Francis  Parker 
Vincent  Eyre 

* 

- 

M. 

M. 

99 

99 

>799 

>799 

2 

39 

10 

- 

William  Battye 

- 

- 

Christmas 

99 

1824 

5 

— 

7 

Moses  Tyzack 

- 

- 

- 

C. 

99 

1824 

5 

3 

6 

John  Simpson 

- 

- 

- 

C. 

99 

1 824 

5 

4 

4 

Joseph  Eyre  - 

- 

- 

- 

C. 

99 

1824 

5 

6 

Joseph  Briggs 

- 

- 

- 

C. 

99 

1824 

5 

8 

1 

House,  &c.  158  square  "j 

London  (Old  Exchange:-) 

Robert  Price  - 

47 

10 

- 

yards  - - - / 

Market  Place  : 

Houses,  &c.  623  square  J 

John  Wheat  - 

_ 

_ 

W. 

800 

1716 

1 

_ 

yards  - - - [ 

Gilbert  Didsbury’s  executors 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1787 

12 

12 

- 

Buildings, &c.  332  square  ~1 

New-street.  or  Figtree-lane. 

John  Dewsnap 

M. 

1816 

>3 

>3 

yards  - - - J 

“ 

* 

21 

North-street  : 

Several  houses,  &c.  1 

William  Jervis 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

>794 

4 

18 

6 

1 ,084  square  yards  - ] 

John  Morton  - 
George  Deakin 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

M. 

99 

99 

1785 

>795 

1 

2 

6 

18 

- 

Paradise  street  : 

r 

William  Hind 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1785 

3 

6 

9 

• 

John  Bustard’s  executors 

. 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

>785 

- 

12 

9 

Several  houses,  &c.  J 

Hartley  & Linley 
John  Bustard’s  executors 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1785 

7 

10 

- 

2,521  square  yards 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

>799 

- 

4 

ioi 

Vickers  tk  Clarke 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

>799 

1 

3 

- 

Thomas  Weldon 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1791 

2 

10 

6 

Pinstone  lane  : 

, 

Benjamin  & Joseph  Withers 

- 

- 

W. 

800 

>74> 

“ 

1 1 

- 

D° 

. 

- 

- 

W. 

99 

1786 

10 

4 

Thomas  Outram 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

800 

>737 

- 

>7 

6 

Several  houses,  &c. 
4,629  square  yards  - \ 

John  Parker’s  executors  - 

- 

- 

- 

W. 

800 

>737 

- 

>4 

7 

Joseph  Hobson’s  executors 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

>737 

1 

1 

9 

Luke  Ellison  - 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

1740 

- 

6 

9 

S.  & C.  Younge 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

>737 

- 

8 

3 

D°  - 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

800 

>737 

0 

>7 

3 

Queen-street  ; 

George  Hounsfield  - 

. 

. 

. 

M. 

21 

1816 

32 

- 

- 

John  Newsnap 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

>799 

- 

>9 

9 

William  Bland 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

>799 

1 

- 

3 

John  Bai dwells  executors 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1781 

1 

12 

9 

William  Cockayne  - 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

>799 

1 

1 

6 

Thomas  Amory 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

99 

1780 

1 

1 

9 

Several  houses,  &c. 
3,800  square  yards  - ( 

D°  - 

George  Knowles 
D° 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

L. 

L. 

99 

99 

99 

1781 

>799 

>78.5 

1 

1 

7 

7 

7 

4 

10 

Parker,  Shores,  & Co. 

• 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1785 

1 

4 

6 

William  Bowman 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1785 

1 

8 

7 h 

Edmund  Gurney 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

1788 

2 

8 

10 

John  Morton 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

>799 

— 

>5 

0 

O 

Linley  & Bland 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

>799 

1 

10 

3 

k.  Vennor  & Read 

- 

- 

- 

L. 

99 

>783 

5 

2 

— 

York.] 


FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES. 


637 


The  Church  Burgesses  Trust — continued. 


DESCRIPTION 

of 

PROPERTY. 


House,  Ac.  150  square  ] 
yards  - - -I 


Several  houses,  &c. 
1,038  square  yards 


3,149  square  yards 


SITUATION  AND  TENANTS. 


Several  houses,  &c. 
2,255  square  yards 


2,442  square  yards  - | 


Several  houses,  Ac. 
3,825  square  yards 


Several  houses,  Ac.  / 
1*983  square  yards  -N 


Several  houses,  Ac. 
904  square  yards 


Several  houses,  Ac. 
0,6*2 1 square  yards 


Itep.  19. 


Ratten  Row: 

Thomas  Mottram  - 

Red  Hill-street: 

Ann  Hobson  - 

William  Ward  ... 

James  Bramhall  ... 

Thomas  Hibberd  ... 

Regent-street  : 

Vacant  ground,  unoccupied. 

School  House  Croft  : 

Thomas  Rawson  ... 
William  Broomhead 
Matthew  Bishop  ... 
R.  Royston’s  executors 
E.  Anderton’s  executors  - 
Samuel  Ellis  .... 
John  Spurr  - 

John  Hawks  worth’s  executors  - 
William  Pass  - 


\V. 


M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 


M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

L. 


Free  writing-school,  site  of  the  old  grammar- 
school,  and  other  vacant  ground. 


Sims  Croft  : 

John  Cockayne 
James  Bee 


&COTLAND-STREET  : 

John  Hall  ... 
Samuel  Hall  - - - 

Edward  Bramhall  - 
John  Brownhill 
Thomas  Milner 
Joseph  Woolhouse  - 

Snic.  Hill  : 

James  Rawson 

Michael  Raybould’s  executors 
Edward  Jervis 

SoLLY-STREET  : 

Joseph  Marples 
Scissorsmith’s  Society 
Rawson  and  Co. 

Timothy  Millington 
Joseph  Shipham 
Jonathan  Marshall  - 
David  Naylor 
John  Shepherd 
James  Bramhall 
D° 

D8  - - 

D"  - - 

Thomas  Outram 
John  Shepherd 


W 

W. 


M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 


M. 

M 

M. 


L. 

M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
L. 

L. 

M. 
M. 
M. 

L. 

M. 

L. 

M. 


Commencement 
and  Term  of 
Leases. 


Years. 


800 


99 

99 

99 

99 


31 

21 

21 

*99 

199 

J99 

199 

At  will 


800 

800 


800 

800 

800 

800 

800 

800 


99 

99 

99 


99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

90 

99 

9° 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 


Date. 


<73i 


1790 

1790 

179° 

179° 


1 8 1 G 
181G 
1816 

1737 

1737 

1737 

<737 


4 M 


1731 

1731 


1753 

1753 

1753 

1759 

1 762 
1762 


1787 

1787 

1793 


1 80G 
1806 
1800 
1800 
1808 
1808 
179G 
1805 
1810 

1793 

1802 
1805 
1796 
1 805 


ANNUAL 

RENT. 


£.  S.  d. 
- 8 4 


in  6 
1 6 6 

- 18  - 

- 10  6 


1 15 

- 14 

- 12 

- 10 

- 16 
1 2 

- lG 
1 7 
1 17 


1 6 2 

5 19  ~ 


- 13  10  \ 

- 611] 


1 2 

- 7 


9i 
Ik 
~ !5  9| 
- 15  8 


310  - 

9’  3 - 

4 4- 


214  - 

2 1G  - 

- 15  - 

2 8 - 

1 15  - 

1 <3  - 

‘2  7 3 

113  G 

114  6 

1 7 - 

1 13  - 

1 5 - 

1 18  - 

3 16  - 

{continued) 
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APPENDIX  to  FURTHER  REPORT  of  the  COMMISSIONERS 


[County  of 


The  Church  Burgesses  Trust — continued. 


description 

Commencement 

of 

SITUATION  AND  TENANTS. 

and  Term  of 

ANNUAL 

PROPERTY. 

Leases. 

RENT. 

Spring-lane  : 

Years. 

Date. 

£. 

s. 

</. 

House,  &c.  379  square  | 
yards  - - - J 

John  Porter  - 

M. 

99 

1803 

8 

- 

- 

Tenter-street  : 

Houses,  See.  2x4  square  J 
yards  - - - 

William  Husband  ----- 

M. 

*99 

1737 

- 

15 

- 

Amelia  Woolhouse  - 

L. 

At  will 

- 

12 

12 

- 

Townhead-street  : 

Several  houses,  651  J 

William  Pass  ------ 

L. 

42 

1824 

8 

— 

square  yards  - - [ 

Ellen  Smith  ------ 

W. 

800 

1731 

- 

8 

4 

Trinity-street  : 

William  Butler  ----- 

W. 

800 

1766 

- 

15 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

O 

Q 

1 

W. 

800 

1766 

- 

7 

8 

John  Winter  - - - - - - \ 

f 1 

15 

- 

Montagu  Taylor  ----- 

1 

1 

6 

Thomas  Matthews  ----- 

- 

12 

- 

Joseph  Andrews  ----- 

- 

16 

6 

Thomas  Bennett  ----- 

- 

10 

7 

Henry  Holbert  ----- 

1 

4 

xo 

George  Wilkinson  ----- 

1 

4 

8 

William  Caldwell  ----- 

X 

5 

8 

Several  houses,  &c.  j 

John  Dewsnap  ----- 

X 

- 

2 

6,105  square  yards  - ' 

John  Nell 

John  Greaves  ----- 

's  w. 

800 

1765 

/ 

\ 

13 

7 

f 

- 

10 

8 

Jonathan  Taylor  ----- 

- 

12 

4 

Thomas  Jenkinson  ----- 

- 

9 

5 

William  Machon  ----- 

- 

5 

1 1 

Henry  Duke  ------ 

- 

5 

1 1 

Matthew  Barnes  ----- 

- 

9 

xo 

Joseph  White,  and  others  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16 

9 

Sarah  Creswick  ----- 

1 

- 

4 

Joseph  Bi  - - 

- 

15 

1 

V 

John  Wortley  - - - - - 

- 

- v ’ 

V 2 

8 

1 

Tuuor-street  : 

Houses,  &c.  216  square  ") 

George  Jeeves  ----- 

M. 

18 

yards  - - - J 

99 

1790 

Under  the  Water:  . 

Buildings, &c. 765 square  { 

Nanson  aud  Co.  ----- 

M. 

99 

W89 

9 

l7 

_ 

yards  - - - [ 

D° 

- 

At  will 

- 

- 

1 1 

- 

Union-street  : 

Several  houses,  693  ' 

• John  Woodcroft  ----- 

W. 

800 

1737 

1 

_ 

9 

square  yards  - - J 

Water-lane  : 

Houses,  &c.  753  squaie 

’ Nanson  and  Co.  ----- 

M. 

99 

U89 

1 

11 

- 

yards  - 

Abraham  Wright 

M. 

99 

*794 

6 

10 

York.] 
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The  Church  Burgesses  Trust — continued. 


DESCRIPTION 

of 

SITUATION  AND  TENANTS. 

Commencement 
and  Term  of 

ANNUAL 

RENT. 

PROPERTY. 

Leases. 

- 

West  Bar: 

Years. 

Date. 

£.  s.  d. 

( 

Overseers  of  Sheffield  poor  ... 

w. 

800 

1665 

- IO  - 

Henry  Holbert  - 

L. 

21 

1818 

7 7-. 

Abraham  Davey  ----- 

L. 

99 

1795 

7 - - 

Several  houses,  &c.  1 
3,258  square  yards  - \ 

0 

1 
1 
1 
1 
l 
• 

L. 

8l 

1813 

- 16  - 

John  Marchington  ----- 

L. 

99 

1795 

11  • - - 

D°  - 

L. 

8l 

1813 

- 12  6 

Thomas  Foster  - 

M. 

99 

1795 

5 5- 

William  Jervis  ----- 

M. 

99 

G95 

412  - 

Whieldon-street  : 

r 

John  Stafford  ----- 

M. 

99 

1793 

1 18  - 

Several  houses,  &c.  ] 

Arthur  Liddall  ----- 

M. 

1 17  - 

l ,545  square  yards  - | 

99 

W93 

William  Chapman  ----- 

M. 

99 

1805 

2 13  4 

Wilkinson -street  : 

House  and  land,  9G3  \ 
square  yards  - - / 

William  Batty  ----- 

M. 

99 

1803 

2 6 - 

Pews  and  Sittings  in  the  Parish  Church: 

Joseph  Littlewood  - - - - - ^ 

l It  - 

Richard  Jewison  ----- 

- 

- 

• 

- 17  - 

George  Colliers  ----- 

l - - 

Samuel  Tompkin  ----- 

1 8 - 

O | l _ 

*jray 

Benjamin  Walker  ----- 

S M. 

( 

) 

S 

112  - 

Robert  Rodgers  ----- 

At  will 

- 

3 10  - 

John  Greaves  ----- 

‘ 

1 5 - 

D°  

- 10  6 

Francis  Fenton  ----- 

4 4 - 

John  Lamb  ------ 

1 15  - 

John  Riley  ------ 

111  - 

Trustees  of  the  boys  school  - 

- 

- 

- 

- - 1 - 

Rent  Charges  : 

Bernard  Lucas,  for  the  Oakes  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 1 6 

T.  Savage’s  executors,  Cherry-tree  Hill 

- 

; - 

- 

- 2 - 

Samuel  Greaves’s  executors,  Grey  Stones  - 

- 

- 

- 4 - 

George  Woodhead,  Bank  - - - - 

1 - 

% 

Joseph  Littlewood,  Spooner’s  House  - 

1 

• 

“ 

” 

1 - - 

4 M 2 
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SHEFFIELD. 

The  Church  Burgesses 
Trust, 
continued. 


£. 

s.  d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

1807 

400 

- ~ 

217 

13 

7 h 

15 

- 

- 

211 

5 

1 

1808 

400 

- - 

380 

14 

9 3 

15 

9 

6 

8.3  13 

1 1 

O 

O 

OO 

400 

- - 

336 

2 

1 

15 

- 

- 

214 

7 

2f 

1810 

49 1 

10  - 

268 

M 

if 

15 

- 

- 

193 

8 

1 

181 1 

460 

- - 

218 

7 

3 

15 

- 

- 

191 

4 

U f 

1812 

5C0 

- - 

79 

19 

4 f 

120 

- 

- 

85 

9 

3 

1813 

560 

- - 

94 

1 1 

2 

25 

10 

- 

1 1 1 

9 

- 

1814 

560 

- - 

181 

10 

2 f 

15 

- 

- 

202 

16 

9 

1 815 

560 

- - 

95 

6 

9 

15 

- 

- 

256 

13 

8 

1816 

560 

- - 

152 

2 

8 

15 

- 

- 

202 

2 

9 

1817 

63G 

5 ~ 

20G 

17 

if 

15 

- 

- 

399 

6 

2 

1818 

727 

to  - 

150 

8 

1 

65 

- 

- 

205 

17 

- 

1819 

750 

- - 

182 

’9 

5 5 

83 

- 

- 

241 

13 

2 

1820 

750 

- - 

325 

8 

2 

68 

- 

- 

358 

5 

9 

1821 

750 

- - 

330 

1 1 

6f 

162 

10 

- 

409 

14 

5 f 

1822 

750 

- - 

241 

1 1 

8f 

65 

- 

- 

328 

17 

1 1 

1823 

750 

- - 

575 

3 

7 f 

C5 

- 

- 

139 

18 

8 

1 824 

750 

- - 

398 

6 

1 

65 

- 

- 

221 

5 

3 

1825 

750 

- - 

26  6 

0 

3 

75 

1 

1 

394 

18 

8 

1826 

750 

“ - 

191 

9 

9 f 

102 

9 

1 1 

J95 

8 

7 

£. 

12,314 

- - 

4,793 

19 

11  i 

1,032 

- 

6 

4, (>57 

16 

3 2 

Expenditure  by  the  Sheffield  Church  Burgesses  out  of  their  Trust  Funds  from  the  year  1806 
to  1826,  to  the  following  objects,  viz.: 


YEAR. 


THE 

CLERGY. 


Repairs  am)  oilier 
Expenses  relating  to  the 
Church  and  its 
Services. 


THE 

POOR. 


General 
ar.d  Incidental 
Expenses. 


m 


IBBi 


:;v 


